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Modem  Hiftory: 

BEING    A 

CONTINUATION 

O  F   ,T  H  E 

Univerfal  Hiftoiy. 

'      BOOK  XVI. 

A  general  Defer iption  of  Africa. 

G  H  A  P.     L 

;  7be  Iliftory  cf  Africa,  and  of  all  the  principal 
Nations  and  Stales  which  inhabit  it. 

WE  are  n#^v  filtering  into  st  new  pktt  of  tlie  Worlii,  Afrfci 
in  moft  refpefts  vaftly  diiFerent  from  that  which  "^t^whyfo  Ht^ 
have  gone  through  in  the  foregoing  volumes ;  and  tU  kno^n 
6f  which  we  may  truly  fay,  we  are  much  better  acquainted /«  ns\ 
iHrith  its  fituation,  extent,  compafs,  limits,  length,  aiid  breadth, 
and  other  external  particulars,  than  tve  are  with  moft  of  thofe 
which  relate  to  its  internal.     For  the  firft  we  are  beholden 
chiefly  to  the  later  and  more  exaft  aftronomical  obfervations, 
which  have  been  made  around  all  its  coafts,  as  well  as  on  fome 
parts  of  the  inland  ;  and  the  more  accurate  maps  which  have 
been  fince  publiftied  from  them,  particularly  ihofc  of  the  late 
Monf.  D'AnviUe.     The  other  is  partly  owing  to  the  vaft  ex- 
tent of  it,  the  variety  of  its  climes,  inhabitants,  or  to  the  little 
commerce  we  have  with  the  greateft  part  of  the  inland  ;  to 
which  we  may  add,  the  extreme  jealoufy  which  the  inhabi-T'^z  tx^ 
tantshave,  not  without  good  groands,  conceived  againft  the  tremejea» 
Eurofreans,  whom  , they  look 'Upon  as  altogether  combined /<»^  <?//i^ 
i&a  defiga  of  robbing  them  of  their  gold  min^,  which  are,'"^^^'-/ 
m  a  great  mediire,  their  only  treafure,  and  the  chief  branch  '^^'  *^' 
cf  that  commerce  by  which  they  are  fujpljed  with  fuch  {oJ^^^^^^f 
Mod.  Hi8T.  Vol.  XIV.  B  reiga 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 
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reign  commodities  as  theh*  coaintry  is  deftitute  of,  more  thro* 
their  ftupidity  and  negligence,  than  any  dcfeft  in  that,  as 
*  will  be  more  plainly  (hewn  in  the  fequel ;  and  more  parti- 

cularly when  we  come  to  fpcak  of  the  conq*iefts  of.  the  For- 
tugue/g  around  all  fhc  jtfrican  coafts,  aod  of  their  harfti  treat- 
ment of  the  inhabitants. 

Hence  it  is  that  in  the  far  greater  part  of  it  which  remains 
ftill  unconquered,  all,  ftrangers,  under  what  difguife  or  pre- 
tence foever,  are  interdifted  the  liberty  of  travelling  through, 
or  piaking  any  difcoveries,  or  even- enquiries,  about   th«r 
tountry;  and  this  even  upon  their  coafts,   efpecially  the 
eaftern  ones,  where,  though  they  a3mit  them  to  a  free  com-  ; 
merce  with  them,  it  is  chiefly  for  their  own  conveniency  :   the 
exchange  of  goods  is  either  tranfafted  upon  the  water,  or,  \ 
at  tnoft,  on  (here  ;  from  which  if  any  of  them  were  caught  I 
ftraggling  ever  fo  little  towards  the  inland,  they  muft  expeft  I 
to  be  immediately  afiaifiuated  by  a  whole  poffe  of  the  natives.  I 
The  like  precaution  isalfo  ufed  towards  them  by  thofe  inland  i 
monarchs,  who,  for  the  fake  of  trade,  permit  them  to  travel 
into  their  dominions,  which  is  done  only  on  fome  navigable 
rivers,  fro*n  which  they  are  not  allowed  to  land  on  either 
fide,  on  pain  of  death,  nor  even  to  ftpp  at  any  village  or  town 
upon  its  banks,  excepting  only  fuch  as  are  appointed  markets,, 
and  out  of  \<^hich  they  muft  not  venture  to  ftir  till  their  dc- 
Stuhkrn    parture,  under  the  fame  penaVies.     We  fhall  not  mention 
Jf/e?fce  of    i^ere  the  natural  ftubbornnefs,  and  alnioft  invincible  tacitur-  ., 
*}^  4        nity^  of  its  inhabitants,  even  of  thofe  who  are  carried  (laves  ! 
can/to*i;rj.  jj^jQ  other  countries,   with  refped:  to  fuch  queftions  as  are 
aflced  of  them  concerning  that  part  of  the  country  they  were 
V  born  and  brought  up  in;  and  which  neither  careffes  nojf 

threats,  kind  or  rough  treatment,  can  make  them  break ;  or 
if  they  do,  it  is  rather  to  amufe  one  with  evafions,  thantogivQ- 
"one  the  leaft  hint  eidier  about  their  religion,  cuftoias,  go- 
vernment, trade,  6"c.  And  hence  it  is  that  we  have  hitherto 
been  able  to  gain  only  fo  imperfeft  a  knowlege  of  the  iiiland 
pirts  of  this  vaft  condnent,  notwithftanding"  the  vaft  ntv^bei? 
of  authors  who  have  attempted  to  give  us  more  ample  accouatj 
of  it ;  but  who,  by  their  pretended  hiitorie$»  defcriptions, 
relations,  memoirs,  voyages,  obfervations,  and  othjer  as  pofla- 
pous  as  voluminous  works  *,  have  rather  helped  to  tewil- 
der  and  benight  their  readers,  throi^h  a  country  Mfhich  \% 
almoft  wholly  enlightened  by  the  vertical  ray^  erf  the  fun, 

«  See  the  n wierou&  M  of  them !«  Mo  %K£b  i'»  didbnary,  fob 
'    voc.  Afwc.  .   .  • 
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Nor  is  this  fo  much  to  -be  wondered  at,  confidering  their  African 
extenfive  fcope,  and  the  fcarcity  of  fuitable  materials,  from  'writtrs 
the  reafons  above-mentioned;   fo  that  thefe  authors  havc^*«^'^^« 
beft  fucceeded  in  their  accounts  who  have  confined  them-  ^^  ^^^Z' 
felves  ^¥ithin  the  narrowell  limits,  and  depended  on  their  ^/^^'* 
own  obfervatictos  rather  than  the  credit  of  others  relations. 
It  is  therefore  on  fuch  authentic  teftimonies  that  we  ftiall 
chiefly  depend,  when  they  can  be  had,  and  leave  the  nu- 
merous herd  of  j^rican  writers  to  follow  one  another,  like 
fo  many  fheep,  and,  in  many  cafes,  on  no  better  grounds 
than  bare  hearfay  ;  unkfs,  perhaps,  whenever  we  meet  with- 
a  proper  occafion,  to  expofe  their  vanity,  or  confute  their 
errors,  bom  better  authorities,   efpecially  in  points  of  more 
than  common  importance. 

When  this  vail  continent,  or,  to  ftyle  it  more  properly,  Africa  m 
this  vaft  peninfula  (A),  was  firft    diflinguilhed  with  ih^  large  pc^ 
tide  of  a  diftinft,  or  third,  part  of  the  world,  is  not  poffible  ninfuitt. 
for  us  to  guefs  **.    Strabo  knew  fo  little  of  its  extent,  that  he 
thought  it  much  too  inconfiderable  to  deferve  that  diftinftion  *; 
which  yet  fliew^  that  it  enjoyed  it  in  his  time,  if  it  be  not  of 
Itmch  older  and  more  authentic  ftanding ;  concerning  which 
the  reader  may  fee  what  hath  been  faid  of  this  threefold  par- 
tition in  our  ancient  hiftory  ^.     However,  Strabo  might  well 
ip&k  of  j^rica  as  he  did,  feeing  he  knew  of  no  more  of  it 
than  \ht  Romans  had  reduced  under  their  power,  which  ^Mas• 
fcaicely  a  tenth  part  of  it.     Ptolemy,  indeed,  appears  t6 
have  been  much  better  acquainted  with  fome  other  parts, 
^vhich  were  unknown  to  the  Romans  ;  yet,  by  the  divilion 
he  hath  made  of  it  into  1 2  regions,  one  may  plainly  fee,  that 
h«  W2te  ftill  unacquainted  with  nearly  one^haif  of  iij*.     If  Creath 
we  come  to  the  African  and  Arab  geographers,  we  ihall  be  chan^^cd 
ftill  more  furprized  at  their  fgnoratice  of  their  own  country,  fnce'l'xo- 
and  at  tlieit  contradling  it  within  a  fmaller  compafs  than  Umy. 
Ptolemy^  by   tbeir  inaccurate  maps  and  defcriptions  ;  and, 
what  is  ftill  more  ftrange,  by  their  ftriking  all  that  lies  be- 
betweea  the  Nile  and  the  Red  Sea  from  being  a  part  of  it,    "   • 

•   »»  Sec  Anc.  Hift,  vol.  xviii.  p.  299.  «  Geography,  lib. 

xvii. & alib.  paff.         *AncHift.  voi.i.  p*  357,& feq.         •Geo- 
grapb.  Kb.  iv.  paff. 

(A)  Au  being  every-whcre  Tetna.    Which  ifthmus  is  not 

furroundcd  by  the  fea,'  except-  above  20  leagues  in  length,  and    • 

ing  at  the  ifthmus  of  5«>!?;,  which  is  fo  called   from  the  fea- port 

joins  it  to  AJia,  at  the  extreme  of  that  name,  fituatc  on  a  guiph 

hortherit  verge  of  the  Red  Sen,  zx  the  fouth  endof  it,  as  will  be 

and  divides  Egjpt  from  Arabia  further  (hewn  in  the  fequel. 

B  2  ml 
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and  making  that  river  the  boundary  between  /^Jia  and  Jfrtc 
on  that  fide  ®.  » 

Africans  What  adds  ftill  to  the  difficulty  of  their  geography,  efpe- 
noi  'well  ^ially  that  of  Mozzawdi  and  Bebhry  is  the  difference  of 
^JUilV^!^^  named  which  they  give  to  provinces,  capes,  gulphs,  towns^ 
isc.  from  thofe  which  we  find  in  P/^/my  above-mentioned, 
as  well  as  that  of  their  longitude  and  latitude,  which  caft 
a  great,  and,  in  fome  meafUre,  unavoidable  obfcurity  on  their 
cofmography,  feeing  they  only  make  ufe  of  thofe  new  names 
which  the  Arabs  gave  them  at  their  firfl  <:oming  into  Afric, 
moft  probably  with  a  view  to  obliterate  the  memory  of  the 
old  inhabitants.  To  all  which  if  we  add  the  devaftation  of 
fundry  provinces,  the  dcftruftion  of  many  ancient  cities*, 
whofe  names  and  memory  periftied  with  them,  and  a  great 
number  of  new  ones,  which  have  been  built  by  thofe  new 
comers,  to  fay  nothing  of  thofe  much  greater  and  dreadful 
ones  which  happened  in  that  part  of  the  world  under  the 
tyranny  of  the  Vandals^'  <bc.  of  all  which  we  (hall  give  an 
account  in  -its  proper  place ;  we  (hall  have  little  caufe  to  won- 
der at  the  obfcurity  and  imperfeftion  which  ftill  reigtied  in 
all  the  geographical  defcriptions  of  this  part  of  the '  world, 
both  with  refpeft  to  its  extent,  true  fituation,  coafts,  and 
muclr  more  fo  of  its  fpacious  inlands. 

Even  Leo  AfHcanus^  that  learned  Moor  (B),  and  eminent 
African  geographer,  after  all  his  ftudies,  travels,  and  dili- 

gent 

*  Vid.  Marmol  Afric.  lib.  i.  c.  3, 


Leo  Afri- 
canus 


(B)  ^e  was  a  native  of  Gr/z- 
nada^  and  onC  of  thofe  who 
were  forcec^  to  flee  into  Battba- 
rji  under  the  reign  of  Ferdinand 
and  Ifahella,  He  at  firft  fettled 
at  Fe%i  where  he  made  hirafelf 
mafter  of  the  Arabic  tongue,  and 
had  an  opportunity  of  confalt- 
ing  all  thQ  African  geographers 
V'ho  had  written  before  him  ; 
after  whichj  pardy  out  of  cu- 
riofity,  and  pardy  in  a  public 
charadlcr,  under  fome  of  the 
Afriian  princes,  he  took  OQca- 
fjon  to  travel  throagh  a  great 
part  oi  Afric ^  and  to  obftrve 
what  was^moft  curious  and  re- 
markable in  them  ;  by  which 


means  he  was  enabled  to  write 
the  defcrjption  of  this  country, 
which  goes  under  his  name. 
Having  had,  among  other  mis- 
fortunes, that  of  being  taken  by 
fome  pirates,  near  the  coaft  of 
Tjw/j,  hewasfoon  after  brought 
to  Romey  and  prefented  to  pope 
Leo  X.  who,  being  apprifed  of 
his  great  (kill  in  geography,  and 
of  his  having  compilecf  a  cttri- 
'das  defcription  o^  Afric ^  caufed 
him  to  be  inftrudled  in  the 
Chriilian  relieion,  and  after- 
wards  to  be  Eaptized  by  the 
TiSime  of  j^ohff  Leo  ;  that  pontilF 
having  fctded  a  handfome  pen- 
fiQQ  on  him,  he  Haid  long  enough 

at 
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gent  refearches^  his  application,  and  earned  deflre  to  give  the  knew  not 
world  a  more  perfe6t  knowlege,  and  more  ample  and  accu-  one  half 
rate  defcription  of  this  vaft  peninfula,  than  any  who  had  °f^^* 
wrote  of  it  before  him ;  and  may  be  truly  faid,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fuccinanefs  and  inequality  of  the  performance 
to  the  vaftnefs  of  the  fcope,  to  have,  in  many  refpefts, 
greatly  outdone  them  ;  yet,  on  the  whole,  to  have  gained 
but  a  maimed  and  impcrfeft  knowlege  of  the  far  greater 
nnd  moft  confiderable  part  of  it :  at  leaft  the  lame  and  trun- 
cated divifiou  which  he,  or  rather  his  mafters,  give  us  of  it 
into  four  parts  only  ;  viz.  Barbary^  NumiJia,  or  Biledulge- 
rid,  Libya,  and  Nigritia,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  Negroe^ 
land ',  plainly  proves  that  he  excludes  no  lefs  from  it  than 
the  kingdom  of  Egypt,  and  the  two  Etkiopias,  or,  in  other 
words,  ftrikes  out  the  biggeft  and  moft  confiderable  part 
from  the  whole.  Thefe  Marmot  hath  indeed  added  to  the 
other  four,  and  reckons  them  as  the  fifth  and  fixth  parts 
into  which  he  divides  the  whole  African  continent ;  though 
Aefe  three  laft  are  fo  confufedly  diflinguiftied,  that  he  feems 
to  make  a  threefold  Ethiopia  ;  viz.  the  Higher,  Lower,  and 
a  third,  which  he  places  above  Egypt,  and  calls  the  king- 
dom of  Newba,  or  hfubia ;  unlefs  we  fuppofe  that  he  intend- 
cd  to  includ;^  this  laft  in  his  firft  or  upper '«. 

From  what  hath  been  hitherto  faid,  oar  readers   txxzj  Qur  chief 
judge  what  imperfeft  knowlege  the  Europeans,  not  to  fay  aU  knowitgg 
other  nations,  the  natives  and  other  invaders  not  excluded,  ofii  ow 
had  of  this  rich,  and  extenfive  continent,  till  the  Portuguese,  '"g  t$  thg 
by  their  early  and  fuperior  flcill  in,  as  well  as  by  the  noble  ^orta- 
eacouragement  which  they  gave  to,  their  navigation,  were  8"^* 
enabled  not  only  to  purfue  their  new  difcoveries  around  its 
weftern  and  eafiern  coafts,  and  penetrate  even  to  the  utmoft 
verge  of  its  northern  ones  along  thofe  of  the  Arabic  or  Red 
Sea,  but  by  their  conquefts  and  fctdcmcnts  on  the  moft  con- 
venient bays,  harbours,  and  rivers,  to  open  to  themfelves  a 
way  into  the  inland  parts,  as  well  as  to  fix  their  longitudes 
and  latitudes  by  repeated  obfcrvations,  to  that  degree  of  ac- 
curacy and  certainty,  in  which  we  now  have  them  fet  down 
iu  our  moft  correft  African  maps  (C), 

'  •  s  It     '         ' 

'  Leo  Afhic.  lib.  i.  c.  3.       >  Marmol  Afric.  lib.  i.  c.  4. 

atlJow^,  to  become  maftcrof  the    the  Arabic,    in  which  he  had 

Italian  language,  and  to  tranf-     wrote  it,  into  Italian  (i). 

late  his  j^rican  hiftory  out  of  .     .(C)  We  beg  leave,  however, 

(I)  Fkrian  E^ifi.  ad  Mikbhr^  Sfbct.  drvino.  frtJiM*  in  Lai.  nmrj.  ^juftkrn 
Im.  4/r.c,  bijier,  y 
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It  muft  be  owaed,  however,  that  there  were  maps  which 
cxhibiied  this  third  part  of  the  world  as  furrouadcd  by  the 
fca,  in  the  manner  we  have  defcribcd  it,  long  enough  befor^ 
the  Portuguefe  compleated  their  gradual  circumnavigation ; 
neither  were  they,  in  all  likelihood,  the  firft  who  undertook 
the  like  expedition  with  fuccefs,  if  what  Herodotus  hys  on  a 
^,      .  .    fimilar  occafion  may  be  relied  on  ;  v/z.  that  Nekus^  or,  as  the 
ansT/^**  fcripture  calls  him,  Pharaoh  NechOy  king  oi  Egypt ^  equipped 
to  ba've      ^^^^  Phoenician  fhips  on  the  Red  Sea,  which,  failing  thence 
failed         ^^^o  the  fouthern,  or,  ^  it  is  called,  Jfrican  ocean,  returned 
round        b^ck  into  Egypt  by  the  Columns  of  Hercules  *».     It  is  true, 
Africa,      that  author,  though  in  many  cafes  over  credulous,  feems  herQ 
quite  on  the  other  extreme ;  though  the  reafon  he  gives  for 
his  difbelief  (they  affirming  that  they  failed  round  the  laiyatt^ 
or  African   coafts,    with  the  fun  on  their  right  hand)   be 
really  a  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  their  courfe,  and  of 
their   having   doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.     However, 
his  miftroft  of  their  report  did  not  hinder  his  believing  and 
affirming,  in  exprefs  terms,  the  continent  of  Africa  to  be  a 
peninfula,  joined  only  to  Ajia  by  a  neck  of  land ;  which  plain- 
ly fhews  that  it  was  then  the  received  notion  they  had  of  it ;, 
but  whether  founded  on  experience,  or  mere  coojedlure,  or 
of  how  -much  longer  ftanding,  who  can  tell  ?     However, . 
with  refpedl  to  the  firft  queftion,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the 
conftruftion  of  the  aforefaid  old  charts  will  give  us  fom.e  far- 
thg:  light;  and  as  they  are  preferved  as  great  curiofities  in  ' 

*»  MjelpomencEng,  edit.  p.  364. 

to  obferve,  that  we  do  not  here  ger,  Camhia,  Serra   Leona,  and 

Ipretend  to  afcertain  to  the  Por»  other  rivers  and  ports,  fo  early 

tuguefe  the  honour  of  having  as   t^e  year  1 366,  if  one  may 

been  the  iiril  difcoverers  of  the  credit  the  dates  of  their  charter 

vi-t^^xii  African  coatts,  or  the  (3),  and,  that  was  long  enough 

firfl  that  ventured  to  fail  beyoad  before  Don  Henrique^  of  For' 

the  cape  Nan,  on  the  coail  of  tugal  fent  his  adventurers    to 

I'iUdulgeridy  fo  called  from  an  thofe  coafts. 
old  obiervation,  that  thofe  who         AH  we  pretend  to  infinuate 

had   done  (0  had  never  come  here  is,  that  it  is  to  the  PortU' 

back    (  3)  ;     there    are    good  guefe  cono/iefts  and  fettlements 

grounds  to  believe  that  fome  around  this  peninfula,  that  we 

other  European  nations,  as  the  owe  thofe  aftronomical  obfer- 

4?/.tf»/«;v/(,aadm;re  particularly  vations,  which  have  afccrtained 

XhcrNormahs,  had  not  only  pene-  the  true  Ute,  extent,  and  other, 

trated   much  farther,  but   had  till  then  unknown,  particulars 

fome  companies  which  had  al-  relating  to  African 
ready  their  faflories  on  the  iV/'- 

(2)  MarmiJ,  lib.  \.  e.  36.  Lto  Afrie,  lib.  i.  e,  2.  Q  ^Hh,  [{3)  De  bit. 

v/^  Mof.  SLdaf.  iky  Afrit.  VccUmt  tm,  i.  ^^  »•      -   •  ^^^ 
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that  kind,  our  readers  will  not  be  difpleafed  with  the  account 
we  ihall  now  fubjoin  of  them. 

The  firft  and  moft  confiderable,  as  l>eing  above  200  M.  Paul© 
years   older  than  the  firft  Portuguefe  expedition  round  the  and  San'ii- 
Capey  was  compiled  by  that  xielebrated  traveller  Marco  Paulo,  ^"* -^  ^^^ 
often  mentioned  in  this  work,  and  is  preferved  in  the  church  ^'^fi  *^ 
.  ^St.  Michael  di  Muranp,  in  the  city  of  Venice',  andtiiftinft-  A*"^^^ 
ly  exhibits  that  fouthern  cape,  together  with  the  coafts  of  "^^^  Cape 
Zinzihar,  and  the  great  iQand  of  Madaga/car.     The  other  ^^  ^^^^ 
was  drawn  up  in  the  year  1306,  by  Marinus  Sanutus,  and       P^^"^* 
publifhed  by  Bongarjiits  ^ ;  but.is  rather  fuch  a  deformed  re-  P^^M^fj'^' 
prefentation  of  that  country,  as  fufEciently.  difplays  the  ig-  ^*^^^  ^^' 
iioraDce  and  rudenefs  of  thofe  times.     It  exhibits  /Africa  as  ^/^^^^ 
a  peninfulay  on  the  eaft  part  of  which  the  coafts  of  Zanzibar 
are.exprefly  mentioned,  together  with  a  large  ifland  on  the 
^aft  of  them,  which  feems  to  be  the  fame  with  Madagafcar^ 
but  here  nominated  Pipis,  The  fouthern  limits  (hew  nothing 
like  the  Cape  (fGood  Hope,  but  are  defcribcd  as  rounding  off 
•  with  a  circular  line,  with  a  dent  in  the  middle,  more  refem- 
bling  the  pcrfleriors  of  a  man  than  any  thing  elie.     In  other 
refpefts,  it  is  fo  like  that  of  Marco  Paulo,  that,  but  for  that 
difference,  one  might  have  imagined  that  Sanutus  had  copied 
it  from  him.     It  is  not  eafy  to  guefs  from  whence  thefe  two 
map9  were  compiled  ;  whether  from  certain  reports  offome  Whence 
JfiaticSy  or,  more  probably  perhaps,  of  fome  Per/tans,  'who  fl^^yp'^' 
might  have  doubled  that  fouthern  cape  long  before  any  ^^b^^^^ 
Europeans ;  but,  from  the  rudenefs   and   incorreftnefe  of  ^      ' 
them,  it  not  only  appears  that  neither  Sanutus  nor  Marco 
Pauh  delineated  them  from  their  own  experience,  but  like- 
wife  that  thofe  from  whom  we  fuppofe  them  to  have  been 
copied,  whether  Perjians  ot  others  (D),  had  but  a  very  im- 

perfeft 

*  See  the  Giornat.  di  Lettcrc,  an.  1686,- p.  72.  Geograph.  re- 
Ibrmada,  p.  ^5 .  ^  See  his  Gejla  Del«  per  Frances,,  at 

the  end.  '  .  -  .  ^ 

(D)  W«  have  had  occaiioit  name  of  Za-tan-chan,  or  njoun* 

to  mention,    i|i  a  former  vo-  •  tain  of  high    waves ;     which 

lame  (4),    a  pretence  of  the  anfwcrs    w^ll    enough  to  the 

Antient  Chinefe  to  a  high  per-  defcription  which   all   naviga- 

fe&ion  is  the  art  of  navigation;  tors  who  have  doubled  it  givt 

and  that  they   boaft  to  have  us  of  it.     And  tho'  this   bold[ 

failed    fo  far   as  this  famous  pretenfion  hath  met  with  little 

cape,  to  which  they  gave  the  credit  amoag  the  J^^rft/Mffj,  and   - 
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Afiatics     pcrfeft  knowlege  of  thofe  fouthern  coaAs.     The  Ardbs  and 

traae  *with  Perfians  were  indeed  much  better  acquainted  with  the  eailtr 

^fric?..'     ^rn,  wi|:h  which  thi?y  kept  a  conftant  commerce  for  gold, 

elephants  teeth^  and  other  Jfrican  commoditi(?s  -,  and  Vafc9 

di  Camay  and  his  fuccelfors,  at  their  arrival  thither,   found 

them  very  expert  in  navigation,  and  provided  with  comr 

paffes  and  other  inftruments,  as  well  as  with  pretty,  good 

charts,^  both  of  that  coaft,  and  of  the  iflands  adjacent  to  it  ; 

by  the  help  of  which,  and  fome  of  their  expert  pilots,  he 

was  enabled  to  fail  ug  northwards  to  th?  ftraits  of  Babel 

Jiovjfar    MandeP:  but  it  feems  plain  to   us,  that   this  commerce 

/outh'         reached  no  farther  fouthward  than  to  the  farther  end  of  the 

nvard.        Zanguebarian  coafts,  and  the  iflands  adjacent  to  them  ;  theit 

flight  trading  veflels  not  being  able  to  fail  through  the  ilrait$ 


^  put /or        Aouteft  European  ftiips,  as.  will  hp  further  fhewn  in  the  fe- 

tbitrjlight  quel.     From  all  ithat  hath  been  faid  hitherto,  the  reader  may 

meJJeU.       fee  how  little  of  the  far  greater  part  of  fouthern  Africa  was 

known  to  any  nation  either  with  r'egard  to  its  tru^  fite,  extent, 

icoafls,  rivers,  bays,  promontories,  i)c.  before  the  clofe  of  the 

1 5th  century ;  when  the  Portugue/e  king  Emanuel^  fpurrcd  oq 

by  a  deiire  of  difcoveripga  way  into  the  Ea/i  Indies  by  fea,  ap- 

Vafco  dc   pointed  the  famed  Vafco  de  Gama  admiral  of  that  expedition, 

Gama        Svho  was  the  firft  European  that  doubled  x}[i<t  Qape  of  Go6d 

J^rfi  doti'     Hope^  difcoyered,  in  his  very  firft  voyage,  both  thp  wefteri| 

'See  OsoK.10,  lib.  ix.  of  the  Portugaefe  conqueft^. 

feems,  indeed,  very  improbable,  nearer  AJtatic  traders  to  the  eaf^- 

conitdering  the  prefent  unfitnefs  ,  em  coafis  of  Jfrica  might  have 

of  their  trading  vefTds  for  fuch  bt:en  driven   by  ftrcfs  of  wea* 

a  long  and  dangerous  voyage  ther,  or  other  accidents,  near 

(wjiich  unfirncfs  may  he  owing  enough  towards  that  cape,  as  to 

to  the  laws  by  whxh  their  com-  fpread  the  notion  and  defcrip- 

incrce    hath  bten  confined  to  tion  of  it  among  the  7a<//<i»  tra- 

much  fiiortcr  ones  ;   and  they  ders  as  far  as  China,     So  that  it 

jnight,  fpr  aUght  that  appears  is  not  at  all  improbable,  that 

to  the  contrary,  have  built  them  Marco  Paulo^    who  rciided  fo 

in  thofe  days  in  a  more  fuit-  long  amongft  them  (5),  might 

able  manqer) ;  yet  thus  much  receive  his  knowlege  and  dc- 

«nay  be  gathered  from  it,  that  fcription  of  the  African  coafts 

they  had  (bine  knowlege  of  that  eiiher  by  the  one  or  the  other; 

cape,  however  they  came  by  it,  SLiidSanufus^  from  fome  imper- 

befbre  th«  arrival  of  the  J?«rff-  fed  draught  of  this, 
team  mXO  Chin-*      Some  of  the 

hi  Jbid^h «•  Sin ^'  «•^  »38^  ^M* 
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tsA  eaftern  coafts  of  it,  ao4>  by  that, means,  gave  an  op-  hkithe 
portunity  to  his  countrymen  to  mike To  many  fetdements  on,  ^*P*  of 
gad  to  eftablifli  fuch  a  commerce  with,  both  fides,  as  hath  „ 
helped  them,  and  oth*r  Europeans  fince  them,  to  that  more  "^P^' 
perfcft   and   fatisfaftory  knowlege    which    we,  have    of 
them. 

We  are  no  lefs  beholden  to  them  for  the  far  greateft  (hare 
of  what  we  know  of  the  inland  parts,  and  moft  confiderable 
empires  and  kingdoms  of  it ;  particularly  thofe  of  Hahejb^ 
or  Miffiniaj  Monomotapay  Munoemtigi ;  the  eaftern  kingdoms 
of  Kong9^  j^ngola,  Metnm^a,  Loango,  be,  and  others  on  the 
weftern  ;  thofe  of  Stfala^  AJczambico,  ^iha,  Mcmbazo,  Me» 
Hnda,  on  the  eaftern  coaft ;  their  various  religions,  govern- 
ments, laws,  cuftoms,  products,  commerce,  and  other  parti- 
culars ;  for  the  greater  part  of  which  we  are  beholden  to  their 
miifionaries,  who  have  penetrated  into  thofe  torrid  and  un-  Africtn 
wfaolfome  climes,  and  amongft  the  moft  barbarous  nations,  «H^««a- 
with  the  utmoft  hazard,  and  through  the  greateft  hardfhips  ^'''  * 
jind  difcouragemerits,  to  propagate  the  gofpel  amongft  thtm :  €wby/h 
though  it  muft  be  owned,  that,  in  this  laft  refpeft,  J/rica  much  ne^ 
hath  been  much  more  negletled  and  left  deftitute  than  any  gUBid^ 
other  part  of  the  world.  The  exceffive  heats,  badnefs  of  diet, 
unwholfome  waters,  hardfhips  in  travelling,  bad  accommo- 
dations, dreadful  diftempers"  and  other  difafters,  which  the 
firft  that  were  fent  thither  were  forced  to  undergo,  made  fucK  Grent 
a  deadly  havock  amongft  them,  that  fcarce  one  in  ten  out-  mortality 
ilved  the  firft  fix  months  ;  and  thofe  that  did,  became  fo  ^^^gft 
weak  and  attenuated  by  frequent  relapfes,  that  it  was  with      **' 
the  greateft  difficulty  they  could  go  through  their  fpiritual 
fanftions.     All  thcfe  difcouragements  brought  fuch  an  iH  ^^'^^  ^f' 
report  of  that  miffion,   as  quite  cooled  the  zeal  of  the  moft  A    j^.^^ 
religiousandmortified orders  among  them;  infomuch  that  the -^^^^-^l^^^^ 
court  of  Portugal,  though  it  wanted  neither  zeal  nor  other  ^^^  ^^^^ 
motives  for  promoting  fo  laudable  a  work,  nor  for  frequent 
and  earneft  application  from  thence  for  frefh  fupplies  of  la- 
bourers in  that  ecclefiaftic  vineyard,  and  thefe  backed  with 
folemn  promifes  of  a  plentiful  vintage,  could  yet  with  great 
difficulty  fupply  them  with  the  twentieth  part  of  their  wants, 
even  with  all  the  aififtance  which  the  pope  and  fociety  depro- 
pagandajide  could  give.     . 

From  that  time  the  fcarcity  of  miffionaries  vifibly  in-  Mtdn 
creafed  through  all  their  conquefts,  fettlements,  and  faftories ;  caufe  of 
to  the  great  decay  of  Chriftianity  and  morality;  and  the  vaft  *^f decay 
numbers  of  prpfdy tes,  fo  much  boafted  of  by  the  firft  preach-  ^  Cbrijif 
as,  dwindled  intQ  nothing.    If  any  Capuchins,  or  other  ^^^' 

^  the  mendicgnt  brotherhood,  ^or  we  do  not  find  any  of 

the 
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the  Jefuitical  fodcty  amoagft  them)  oiTered  theinfelves  vo« 
lunteers  for  that  miffion,  they  were  caminonly  mea  df  a(^ 
■  parts  or  learning,  and  remarkable  only  for  their  piQu»  2^I« 
-which  made  them  fo  intent  upon  th<;  converfion  of  the  na- 
tives, that  they  neglefted  every  other  ufeful  care  or  concera 
even  that  of  their  health  and  lives,  which  were  the  fooaer 
at  an  end  on  that  very  account :  to  fay  nothing  of  the  fre- 
quent mortifications  they  met  with  from  the  fcandalous  aod 
immoral  lives  of  their  lay  countryman,  and  the  vaft  obfbdc 
they  proved  to  their  fuccefs.  This  is  the  melancholy  acr 
count  which  thofe  good  fathers  give  us  of  the  almofl  total 
decay  of  Chriftianity  in  all  the  Portugitefe  fettlements  (E^ 
in  Africa^  and  which  (as  we  fhall  have  occafioa  to  give  fre- 
quent inftances  of  through  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory  of  it$ 
feveral  kingdoms  and  ftates)  we  (hall  now  clofe  with  that 
which  one  of  that  fraternity  hath  not  fcruplcd  to  prefix  c^ 
his  late  relgxion  of  ^:he  weftem  part  of  that  contineat ",  that 

"»  Labat.  preface  tc  his  lielat.  dc  TAfriq.  Occident  1727,  pw 
X.  &  feq.  vid.  &  Gavasi,  in  Congo  &  Angola.  Pigafst.  U  al. 


(E)  Our  readers  will  proba- 
bly think  it  a  .  llrange  para 
dox,  that  the.exceffive  heats  of 
Jftica  fhould  be  fo  much  more 
fat^l  to  the  Portuguefe  niifiion- 
aries  than  to  the  laity,  who 
are  difperfed  and  fettled  there 
in  almoft  every  climaee,  carry 
on  their  trafic  both  by  land 
^nd  water,  from  place  to  place, 
are  expofcd  to  the  fame  incle- 
mencies of  the  air,  the  fame  fa- 
tigues, difRcultles,  and  dangers^ 
in  travelling,  and,  what  is  ftill 
wone,  live  more  irregularly, 
and  indulge  in  ever)  kind  of  de- 
bauchery; yet,  after  taking  a  lit- 
tle care  at  (heir  firft  coming,  to 
fcafonthcmf  elves  to  the  climates 
allotted  to  them,  do,  for  the 
inoft  part,  live  long  and  healthy, 
or  at  Icaft  exempt  from  that 
quick  and  dtflrudive  mortality 
which  carries  off  their  priells 
and  monks.  But  whatever  be 
the  eaufe,  it  is  plain,  that  there 
have  been  but  few,  if  any,  of 


them  fent  from  Portugal^  into 
any  part  o^ ^Jrica^  except  only 
where  they  are  mafters,  or  at 
lead  flrong  enough  to  .keep  the 
natives  in  awe;  and  thofe  rather 
under  the  charafter  of  chaplains 
to  their  conqucfts  and  fettle- 
ments,  than  as  miffionarics  ; 
their  fundtion  bcin|  confined  to 
the  fervke  of  thole  charchei 
and  chapels  which  were  built 
fortbe  u(e  of  their  country  men« 
and  thofe  fevy  converts  that  Hf^ 
among  them.  It  is  therefore 
much  more  likely  that  the  fup, 
predion  of  that  miffion  was  ow- 
ing to  the  implacable  hatred 
which  the  natives  have  con- 
ceived againft  them  and  theii* 
religion,  which  makes  every  at«» 
ten^pt  to  convert  them  not  only^ 
impradlicable,  but  to  the  high- 
eft  degree  dangerous,  than  to 
the  exceflive  heat,  and  unwhoj^ 
fomenefs  of  the  country,  air,  or 
aliments. 
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our  readers  may  be  able  to  judge  of  the  true  ftatc  of  that 
mi£ion. 

"  This  point,'*  fays  he,  "hatlibeenfoiniichncgleacd,that  Tbegreai 
"  we  need  not  befurprifed  if  God  hath  withheld  his  blciEng  neglect  of 
"  from  men  who  paid  fo  little  regard  to  hjls  worftiip.   And  I  ^^'  Porta- 
"  believe  I  am  not  miftaken,  when  I  attribute  the  caufe  of  8"^  ^^«* 
'*  all  their  difbfders,  and  the  rmn  of  fo  many  fucccffive  com^J^^^ 
'*  panics,  to  their  generd  as  well  as  criminal  negligence  la 
**  this  matter.  For  fo  far  have  they  been  from  endeavouring 
^'  to  fpread  the  light  of  the  gofpel  throegh  a  vaft  continent, 
'*  inhabited  by  fuch  a  variety  of  nations,  immerfed  in  the 
"  darkeft  mifts  of  the  grofleft  idolatry,  and  diabolical  fuper?- 
**  ftitions,  they  have  fcarcely  thought  it  worth  their  care  to 
**  keep  chaplains  and  preachers  in  their  various  Icttlements ; 
"  and  thof^  which  they  have  amongft  them,  are,  for  the 
**  moft  part,  perfons  without  credit  or  authority  from  their 
**  biftiops  or  principals,  and  who  pay  neither  regard  nor 
"  obedience  to  them ;  moft  of  them  without  learning,  and  , 

"  whofe  conduft  is  the  moft  unfit  to  procure  them  either 
**  confidence  or  regard  from  thofe  whom  providence  hath 
"  committed  to  their  care." 

fiuT  how  great  fcfever  their  ncgleft  may  have  been  here  7beir€ar§ 
of  the  concerns  of  religion,  which  were  yet  cried  up  as  tht  of  their 
main  motives  of  their  fpreading  their  conquefts  in  this  as  f^cular 
well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  globe ;  they  muft  ftand  acquitted  ^«'>^ 
to  all  the  world  of  having  been  guilty  of  the  fame  indolence  ^^^^^ 
vith  regard  to  their  fecular  affairs  ;  and  it  muft  be  owned  in  ^ff  ^^ 
their  favour,  that  the  many  ufeful  obfervations  and  difcove-  • 
ries  they  have  made  fi-om  time  to  time,  and  communicated 
to  the  public,  both  with  regard  to  the  African  coafts,  and 
of  as  many  parts  of  the  inlands  as  they  h^ve  been  able  to  pc-  , 
Detrate  into,    have  given  a  much  truer  idea,  and  niorc  am- 
ple knowlege  of  them  than  we  could,  in  all  likelihood,  have 
gained  without  them.     Having  thus  far  paid  our  due  ac* 
teo^ledgemfnts  tp  them,  we  may  now  proceed  in  ofdcr. 
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S  E  C  T.    I. 

^e  topographical  De/criplion  of  Africa, 

TT7E  have  already  hinted  that  this  krge  continent  is  en* 
^  compalTed  all  round  by  the  fea,  excepting  at  the  ifth- 
mus,  or  narrow  neck  of  land,  at  Suez,  which  ijs  computed  to 
be  about  70  miles  in  length,  and  divides  the  Mediterranean 
from  the  Red  Sea,  whilft  it  joins  the  continent  of  Jfia  to  that 
Qfj^frica,  which  is  from  thence  ftiled  a  peninfula,  and  by  far 
the  largeft  in  the  world.  Geographers  havebeea  .pleafed  to 
compare  the  figure  it  makes  on  the  maps,  fomfe  to  a  heart,' 
others  to  an  irregular  pyramid  inverted,  whofe  bafis^  which 
faces  the  north,  and  extends  itfelf  from  the  mpqth  of  the 
Nile  to  the  ftreight  of  Gibraltar,  is  wa(hed  by  ^c  Mediter^ 
ranean,  which  is  its  boundary  on  that  fide.  Part  of  its 
caflern  fide  is  bounded  by  the  Red  Sea,  and  all  the  reft  by 
the  eaftern  and  weftern  oceans,  ending  in  one  point  at  the 
Capje  of  Good  Hope.  Others  again  to  a  triangle  or  a  bo\«r, 
whofe  ftiing  reaches  from  Cape  Vert,  or  from  Sierra  Leona  to 
that  of  Good  Hope,  and  on  the  middle  of  which  is  the  little 
ifland  of  St,  Thomas.  Its  utmoft  extent  from  north  to  fouth, 
on  both  fides*  of  the  equinoxial,  which  is  taken  from  the 
Cape  Bona,  in  the  Mediterranean,  which  lies  under  the  35  th 
degree  of  north  latitude,  to  that  of  Good  Hope,  under  the 
35th  and  a  half  fouth,  and  contains  70  degrees  and  a  half,  or 
1400  geometrical  leagues,'  or  of  20  to  a  degree.  Its  extent 
from  eaft  to  weft  is  taken  from  Cape  Veit,^  to  that  of  Guar  da 
Flii,  fituate  on  the  utmoft  verge  of  the  ftreights  of  Babei 
J\Jandel,  contains  75  degrees,  which 'make  an  extent  of 
1 500  leagues  from  eaft  to  weft.  Hence  it  appears  that  two 
thirds,  or  very  near  it,  of  Africa  lie  under  the  torrid  zone, 
and  15  divided  acrofs,  by  the  equinoxial  line,  into  two  parts  ; 
of  which,  howevcf,  the  northern  is  by  far  the  moft  ex  ten - 
five  of  the  two,  as  well  as  the  moft  expofed  to  the  vertical 
rays  of  the  fun,  which,  being  reverberated  by  the  foil,  which 
is,  for  the  moft  part,  naturally  fandy,  occafion  fuch  excefiSve 
heat,  and  fultry  atmofphere,  efpecially  in  the  inland  parts, 
as  is  fcgrcely  iupporiable  to  any  but  the  natives.  And  hence 
the  notion  of  the  antients,  both  Greeks  and  Romans,  that 
they  were  wholly  uninhabited " ;  or,  if  any  of  them  thought 

«  See  Anc.  Hift.  vol.  xviii.  uli  Tap.  Herodotus,  Strabo, 
Pliny,  Ptolimy,  &  al.plor.. 
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them  otherwife,  they  colonied  them  with  fuch  fabulous  and  or  oniy 
monftrous  creatures,  as  they  imagined  themoft  fuiublc  to  the  '*'''* 
notions  they  had  of  thefe  fcorching  fiery  regions  :  witnc^Jj^^i^fi^ 
the  Gymphafantes  of  Mela,  the  Pygnues,  Cunocephali^  Scia-  ^^^^ 
podes,  Blemmies,  and  others  of  the  like  fabulous   nature,  ^'■^^•'*'* 
with  the  Troglodytes,  Ichthyophagi,  Elephantophagi,  Sperma- 
iophagij  Cynamolgiy  and  a  number  of  others  no  lefs  fabulous, 
inhabiting  the  maritime  parts  oi  Ethiopidy  the  coafts  of  \h% 
Red  Sea,  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  and  other  jtfrican  regions,       ^ 
rf  whom  we  have  fpokcn  in  our  ancient  hiftory  ®  ;  but  as 
for  the  inlands,  they  thought  them  deftitate  of  human  inha* 
bitants. 

CoMjiiERCE,  navigation,  and  a  farther  infight  into  ih^eThecm* 
laft,  have  fi  nee  convinced  the  world  of  the  contrary;  and  that  trary 
if  thefe  regions  are  more  thinly  peopled  than  others,  it  is  nox.P^^'^d. 
fo  much  owing  to  exceifive  heat  as  to  the  barrennefs  of  the 
foU,  the  fcarcity  and  badnefs  of  the  water  in  fome,  or  ihc^^fom 
noifome  fogs  arifing  from  their  lakes  and  large  rivers,  ponds  Z**^'^'^'** 
and  ftagnated  waters,  many  of  which,  as  we  (hall  fee  in  the  fe-  bt*^t*^ 
quel,  are,  by  the  negligence  of  the  natives,  Iq  ftrangely  choaked 
up  and  covered  with  weeds,  briars,  and  even  boughs  of  trees, 
that  they  have  neither  fun  nor  wind  enough  to  purify  die  air 
about  them ;  whilft  others,  which  are  dried  up  during  the 
fummer  feafon,  fend  up  andinfeft  it  with  ftill  morepeftilen- 
tial  fleams,   which  feldom  fail  of  caufing  mortal  difeafes 
among  the  hardieft  natives,   and  help  to  thin  thofe  countries 
of  their  inhabitants.     To  all  thefe  we  may  add  the  exceffive 
rains  which  moft  parts  of  this  country  are  fubjeft  to,  andwhicli 
fall  down  in  fuch  abundance,  and  extraordinary  fiercenefs, 
at  certain  feafons  of  the  year,  that  they  frequently  fweep  away 
houfes,  trees,  men,  catde,  and  all  they  meet  in  their  way^ 
from  the  high  lands,  and  caufe  moft  prodigious  inundations^ 
in  the  low  ;  where  being,  after  a  long  ftagnation,  gradually 
exhaled  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  they  leave  the  air  infefted 
with  fuch  noifome  damps,  and  peftilent  fleams,  as  feldom  fail 
of  being  followed  by  the  fame  pernicious  efFefts.     So  that, 
upon  the  whole,  the  fcarcity  of  inhabitants  plainly  appears  to 
be  rather  owing  to  other  concurring  circumflances,  than  to 
the  exceflSve  heat  they  labour  under. 

Besides,  fo  far  is  that  notion  of  the  ancients,  that  ^^UotnuboU 
dimes  neareft  the  exquinoxial  were  the  hotteft  and  mofl  un-  u  on  at- 
inhabitable,  fr9m  being  verified,  that  reafon  and  experience  r0»«f^//# 
jointly  help  to  explode  it.  For,  as  on  the  one  hand,  thofe  re-  hot  cU*. 
pons  which  lie  moft  under  it  enjoy  a  more  equal  length  of^f^te. 

9  Anc.  Hift.  vol.  xviii.p.  1^59,  Sc  feq. 
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days  and  nights,  than  thofe  which  lie  nearer  the  tropics,  and 
are  confequently  expofed  to  a  proportiooably  longer  time  to 
the  vertical  fun,  and  a  (hortcr  one  of  the  cooling  fiiades, 
dews  and  winds  of  the  night;  fo,  on  the  other,  it  is  found 
by  experience  that  ibme  of  the  former,  as  Negro  Land,  Gtii* 
nea^  and  fome  others,  are  not  only  the  moft  inhabited,  but 
produce  the  beft  and  ftouteft  men, and  women,  as  will  be 
'  farther  feen  in  the  defcription  of  their  country.  . 
fts  various  We  have  formerly  endeavoured  to  give  our  readers  the 
names  an  beft  account  We  could  of  fome  names  p,  from  which  our  rea- 
ders may  judge  how  vague  and  uncertain  all  fuch  etymons 
are  :  neverthelefs,  as  fome  of  them  are  curious  in  fuch  kind 
of  matters,  we  fhall  add,  for  their  fatisfadlion,  all  that  T^ere 
there  omitted.  The  Greeks  in  particular,  have  given  it  the 
greateft  variety  of  names,  befides  that  of  Lybia,  which  13 
now  but  a  province  of  it ;  fuch  as  Olympia,  Hefperia,  Coripha^ 
Ortygia,  Ethiopia,  Cyrene,  Caryphe,  Ophiufay  Cria,  Jmmonidis, 
Oria,  and  fuch-like'',  whilft  the  Romans  contented  themfelve3 
with  thofe  oiLybia  and  Africa ,  though  properly  only  the  names 
of  th-^  provinces  now  fo  called.  Thefe  they  derived  from  no  bet» 
ter  fountain  than  from  Libya^  the  fabulous  daughter  of  Jupiter  j 
and  Afer,  the  fon  of  Hercules.  Jofephus  fetches  it  from  Aphar^ 
or  Ophdr,  a  grand-fon  of  Abraham  by  his  fecond  wife  Ke^ 
turahy  who  was  reported  to  have  entered  Lybia  with  a 
ftrongarmy,  and  to  have  given  his  name  to  it  after  he  had 
atchieved  the  conqueft  of  it  r.  Another  author  tells  ns, 
on  the  authority  of  an  ancient  Arxibic  author,  that  the  natives 
call  it  Ifrikiy  from  a  king  of  that  name,  who,  being  driven 
t)ut  of  his  kingdom  m' Arabia  Felix ,  retired  into  fome  part  of 
Africa,  which  took  its  name  from  him,  and  v/hich  ftrangers 
corrupted  by  changing  the  firft  letter  into  ^n  A  ^  Some 
authors  pretend  to  derive  it  from  the  Hebrew  Aphar,  which 
fignifies  duft,  and  is  expreffive  enough  of  great  part  of  its 
dry  and  barren  fo?l ;  whilft  others,  running  into  the  other 
extreme,  derive  it  from  the  Arabic  Feruch,  an  ear  of  corn, 
Dn  accountof  the  great  plenty  which  is  produced  in  the  king- 
dom of  Egypt,  and  along  the  coaft  of  Barbary  S  or  at  leafl, 
fo  far  as  r,eaches  from  the  defart  of  Barka  to  the  Egyptian 
frontiers,  which  is  that  which  Abu'lfeda  "  makes  his  third, 
or  caftern  divifion,  and  calls  Afrikeah.  The  laft  we  (hall 
name  is  that  of  Leo  JfricanuSy  who  derives  the  word  Jfri- 


Whence 

called 

Africa. 


^  PtoL^M.  Geogf* 
•  Marmol  Afric 


P  Anc,  Hifl.  vol.  xviii.  p.  248,  &  feq. 
lib.  i.  c.  2-      »  Joseph.  Antiq.  lib.  i,  c.  16. 
lib.  i.  c.  I.  Leo  Afr^ican.  lib.  i.  c.  i.         ^  Bochab.t  P.haleg. 
*  £x  trad.  Gacneik.  Vid.&  Shaw'»  trarek,  p.  5. ' 
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^ik'tf,  or  Ifhriclna^  from  the  Ar(Aic  Faraca^  implying  a  divi- 
(ion,  as  it  is  parted  from  Europe  by  the  Mediterranean,  and 
by  the  river  Nik  ". 

How  this  continent  was  antiently  divided  by  the  Greeh 
and  Romans^  fo  far  as  it  was  known  to  them^  we  have  fhewa 
in  a  former  part «.  Its  various  changes  and  fluftuations  have 
fince  given  birth  to  a  frcfh  variety  of  di vifion,  as  authors  Arab, 
Moorijb,  and  others,  became  better  acquainted  with  i  t,  bn t  with 
which  we  fhall  not  take  up  our  reader's  time,  feeing  they  were 
all  maimed  and  imperfeft>  as  l^ath  been  hinted  above,  for  want 
of  a  more  perfect  and  cxtenfive  knowlege  of  it  and  of  its 
real  limits;  infomuch,  that  I^(?  y^ricanus,  who  ftill  flouriftt- 
^  in  an.  15^6,  that  is,  long  after  the  Portvguefe  had  failed 
coun4  ail  its  coafts,  is  fallen  into  the  fame  error  with  the 
Arabs,  in  making  the  NUe  one  of  its  boundaries,  and  re- 
ducing all  the  reft  withiii  the  compafs  of  Barbary,  Numidia, 
or  Biledulgtrid,  Lybia^  and  Nigritia  r.  Setting,  therefore' 
afide  that  variety  of  divifions,  which  our  modern  geogra- 
phers* have  excogitated,  and  which  would'  rather  con- 
foood ,  than  inform  or  delight  our  readers ;  we  (hall  confine 
*  ourfelves  to  that  which  feems  to  us  the  moft  natural,  eafy,  # 

and  fuccina,  and  confequentjy  the  moft  fuitable  to  fuch  aa 
cxtenfive  work. 

AFRICA,  therefore,  may  moft  conveniently  be  divided  //««,  wm§ 
mto  fou^  parts.  .        .  ^^vy  ^^ 

1.  The  country  of  the  whites,  comprehending  Egyf>t,  Xid^d.,  " 
9arbary,  Numidia,  or  Biledulgerid,  and  Zaara,  or  the  defart. 

2.  That  of  the  blacks,  comprehending  Nigritia,  Guinea 
and  Nvhia,  ' '  * 

3.  ETHIOPIA,  including  all  the  reft  of  the  conti- 
nent,  and  which  is  moft  commonly  divided  into  Vpper  and 
lower  Ethiopia.  The  former  of  which  comprehends  the  vaft 
raipire  of  Abiffmia,  with  the  feveral  ftates  along  the  coaft  of 
the  K.ed  Sea^  whicli  have  been  fince  difmembered  from  it; 
and  the  latter,  the  kingdoms  of  ^^/;^^,  AngMa,  Loango,  and 
Caparia,  along  the  weftern,  ox  Atlantic^:,  and  thofe  of  Monomo- 
tapa,  S^ala,  and  along  the  coafts  of  Zangu^bnr  and  Ajan,  on 
Ae  cafter»,  cw  Indian  ocean ;  together  with  the  inland  kin?- 
doros  of  Munoemugi,  Manica,  Chicova,  Moca,  ^c.  and  the 
various  nations  of  Galias,  and  ZangUes,  difperfed  throu^rh 
jfnca  anterior y  of  all  which  we  (halj  fpeak  in  their  pro^r 
places.    •        •  't    i^. 

J^feq.  (I'j.vol.xvuj.pafn     '     ^  Lho  AFRic/ubi.  fup.  c  .  A        * 
JLuYTz  Jntrod.ad  Geograph.  Sanson,  DeWsle  Baudra^-d. 
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4.  ^The  lil^nds  which  lie  around  Africa^  as  well  in  the 
Mediterranean  and  Red  Sea,  as  on  theeafiern  and  weftem 
coaAs. 

The  inhabitants  of  all  this  vaft  continent,  though  diftin- 
gilifticdundcr  a  vaft  variety  of  denominations,  according  to? 
their  different  fituations,  extrafts,  tribes,  and  governments, 
are,  neverthelefs,  commonly  included  in  that  twofold  dif- 
tin(lion  of  Africans  and  Arabs y  or  elfe  of  whites  and  blacks  ; 
and  this  is  the  moft  common  diftindlion  which  geographers 
and  other  African  writers  m^ke  between  that  vaft  variety  of 
nations  which  inhabit  the  African  continent,  upon  a  proba-' 
ble  fuppofition  that,  if  there  were  any  of  the  ancient  inhabi-- 
tants  ftill  in  being,  they  have  been  long  fmcc  blended  with 
them.  Neverthelefs,  to  avoid  as  much  as  poiTible  all  confu-' 
iion,  ic  will  be  neceflfary  to  affign  the  difFerent  parts  and  caxi-» 
fons  they  are  fettled  in,  as  well  as  their  different  extradls, 
occupations,  way  of  living,  manners,  and  other  particulars 
relating  to  them  (F). 


.  (F)  The  white  Africans,  ac- 
.  cording  to  Leo  Afrkanus,  are 
divided  into  five  nations  or 
tribes  ;  *vi^,  the  Zanhaghiansf 
]^ufmudanst  the  Ztnet^y  and  Gu- 
meranians  (6).  Mar  mo  l  calls 
the  two  firft  of  them  Zinbagians 
and  Mu^atnudins  (7).  The  Muf 
mudans  are  feated,  according  to 
the  former,  on  the  eaft  and 
fouth  of  mount  Atlas,  from  Hea 
to  the  river  Ser<viy  and  extend 
themfelves  along  the  plains  of 
the  four  provinces  of  Uea,  Suz» 
Guzula  and  Morocco, 

The  Gumeranians  pofTefs  tht 
mountains  of  Mauritania^  the 
jlreight  of  Errif  which  begins 
at  that  of  Gibraltar,  and  extends 
itfelf  eaftward  to  the  frontiers 
of  the  kingdom  of  Tremecen;  and 
thefe  two  tribes  have  their  dif- 
tin£l  fcttlements,  whilft  the  o- 
ther  three  are  intermixed  and 
difpcrfed  through  moft  parts  of 
Africa,    though    not    without 


knowing,  and  often  quarrellisg 
with,  one  anothen 

The  Zronhagbians  do  likewife 
inhabit  the  defarts  of  l^hiaf 
from  which,  fays  Leo,  it  plain-* 
ly  appears,  that  they  former- 
ly dwelt  in  tents,  and  in  the 
plains  ;  and  that  they  had  their 
own  governors,  or  chiefs,  who 
protected  and  governed  them, 
and  employed  themfelves  in  all 
kind  of  arts  that  were  necefTary 
tofocial  life,  and,  among  others^ 
in  that  of  feeding  their  numer- 
ous herds <  whilft  thofe  who  lived 
in  towns  were  taken  up  with  > 
the  cultivation  of  their  Jands, 
or  in  fome  other  manufadlures. 

Thefe  five  nations,  or  tribes, 
are  divided  into  6(jpo  families 
in  the  genealogical  tabie  which 
Rachu,  or,  as  Mtirffi^/ calls  him^H 
Ibn  Al  Rahiklfi),  hath  given  of 
them.  Of  the  other  fort  of 
Africans  we  (hall  fpeak  more, 
fully  in  its  proper  place. ' 


(6)  Afric,  lih.  i,  f.  3,  &  ftf.  (n)  Ihid,  lib,  \.  c,  24. 

mkijifp,  n/idn  et  Rtmufio  yiagii^  Pavity,  Da^tr^  tt  al  /i//».  iitaU 


(8}  UarmoU 


And 
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And  firft,  with  refpeft  to  the  former,  or  native  Jfrkans^  The  genius 
who  are  by  much  the  more  numerous,  one  might  reafona-  andtmpir 
biy  expeft  to  find,  in  fuch  a  vail  extenfive  traft  of  land,  and  ^/^^ 
ft)  great  a  variety  of  climates,  nations,  and  governments,  a  Africans 
proportionablediverfity  of  inhabitants,  in  regard  to  their  qua-  '*  i^^"'^* 
iifications  both  of  bodly  and  mind,  ftrength,  corpulency,  agility, 
indaftry,and  dexterity  on  the  one  hand,  and  ingenuity,  learn- 
ing, arts,  and  fciences,.  on  the  other.  Our  readers,  therefore, 
wUl  doubdefs  be  much  furprifed  to  find,  on  the  contrary/  a 
general  uniformity  run  through  all  thofe  various  regions  and 
people ;  fo  that,  jf  any  difference  be  found  between  any  of  theni, 
it  is  only  in  the  degrees  of  the  fame  qualities,  and,   what  is 
inorc  ftrange  ftill,  thofe  of  the  worft  kind ;  it  being  a  conimod 
known  proverb,  that  all  people  of  the  globe  have  fome  good 
-as  well  as   ill  qualities,  except  the  Africans.     That  this  is 
rather  owing  to  their  bad  education,  and  the  tyrinny  of  their 
governments,  than  to  their  country,  is  plain  frorii  the  great 
|)erfonages  it  hath  formerly  produced,  of  various  kinds ;  fuch 
as  St.  Cypriariy  Auguftine^  Tertullian^  among  the  clergy  ;  th« 
Hanno'sy  Hannibais,  J/druBals,  among  the  heroes;  Terence 
among  the  poets,  and  a  vaft  number  of  others  we  need 
not  mention,  any  more  than  their  antient  induflry  and  appli- 
cation in  cultivating  their  lands,*  commerce,   horfes,   cara- 
vans, and  ufeful  arts  :  Whereas  they  are  now  evcry-whcre  de^ 
generated  into  a  brutifh,  ignorant,  idle,  treacherous,  thievifh, 
iniftruflful,  and  fuperftitious  people,  even  in  thofe  empires 
and  flates  where  one  might  expert  to  find  them  more  po- 
lifhed,  humane,  docile,,  and  indufbious  ;  of  which  degene* 
racy  thtir  .very  marabouts  give  the  following  original,  as  a 
palliative. 

NOAH  was  ho  fooner  dead,  thaii  his  three  fons,  the  firft  ^^tujUgip. 
of  whom  was  white,  the  fecond  taw*ny,  and  the  third  black,  marabouts 
agreed  upon  dividing  his  polTeffions  between  them,  which  acceuntfor 
confifled  of  gold,  filver,  precious  floneS,  ivory,  filk,  woollen  ^^^'>^<«25> 
and  linen  cloths,   horfes,  camels,  dromedaries,    large  and  '^^dthiev^ 
fmall  cattle,  variety  of  arms  Jlnd  houihold  fluff,  grain,  and  ^  ^^f^t*^* 
other  eatables^  with,  among  others,  tobacco  and  pipe*.    The 
greater  part  of  the  day  being  fpent  in  forting  all  thefe  variou^ 
ftores,  they  were  obliged  to  "ftdjourn  the  divifion  of  them  till 
the  next  morning  ;  and,  having  fupped,  and  taken  a  friendly 
pipe  together,  went  to  refl,  each  in  his  own  tent.     The 
white  brother,  after  a  few  hours  fleep,  got  up ;  and,  having 
fcized  on  the  gold,  filver,  precious  ftones,  and  others  of  the 
mofl:  valuable  goods,  loaded  the  beft  horfes  with  them,  and 
rode  away  to  the  country  where  his  white  pofterity  have  been 
fttdcd  ever  fince. 
MoD.HisT^VoL.XIV.  €  THii 
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The  M^r,  or  tawny,  awaking  foon  after,  and  with  the 
fame  defign,  was  furprifed  to  find  that  his  brother  had  been 
before-hand  with  him,  and  balled  to  fecure  the  reft  of  the 
horfes,  camels,  and  oxen ;  and  having  loaded  them  with  the 
beft  carpets,  cloatbs,  and  other  remaining  goods,   drove   . 
away  to  another  part  of  t^e  world,  leaving  only  a  few  coarfe    I 
doaths,  cotton,  cipes  and  tobacco,  fome  millet,  rice,  and 
other  things  of  ftiU  lefs  value*    When  the  black,  or  the  third 
brother,  who  was  the  lazieft  of  the  three,  came  next  morning  '| 
to  the  place,  he  was  ftill  more  aftoniihed  >  and  feeing  neither    ! 
brothers,  nor  any  of  the  valuable  commodities,  eafily  judged    i 
that  they  had  tricked  him  of  them,  without  any  poffibility  of    i 
reaching  the  one,  or  recovering  the  other.     In  this  moft  af-    ; 
fe6ting  fituation,  he  takes  his  pipe  in  his  mouth,  and  fitd    i 
,  down  to  ponder  on  the  moft  efFeftual  means  of  retrieving  his 
lofs,   and  being  revenged  on  his  two  perfidious  brothers. 
But  none  other  could  he  think  of  but  patience^  and  watching 
all  opportunities  of  making  reprifals  upon  them,  and,  by  all 
means,  and  at  all  hazards,  ,to  lay  hold  and  carry  off  all  he 
could  lay  hands  on,  of  what  belonged  to  them,  in  exchange 
for  that  fliare  of  his  patrimony,  which  they  had  deprived 
and  cheated  him.of.     This  practice,  they  fay,   is  what  he 
tot  only  followed  himfeif,  as  long  as  he  lived,  but  what  he 
enjoined  all  his  defcendants  to  do,  to  the  end  of  the  world, 
and  with  which  they  have  carefully  complied  ever  iince ". 
Their  in-  *     BuT  it  is  not  their  marabouts  alone  that  charafterife  them 
famous       in  that  difadvantageous  manner,  neither  is  this  defcription 
charaaer  applicable  to  the  modern  Africans  only ;  for  we  find  the  an- 
h  *^^  ^*  tient  ones  no  lefs  feverely  treated  by  die  Greeks  and  Romans ^ 
mans,  v^^'^^^o  have  rcprefented  them  under  the  moft  odious  and  defpi- 
cable  charafter,  as  proud,  lazy,  treacherous,  thievifh,  hot,  and 
addicted  to  all  kinds  of  lufts,  and  moft  ready  to  promote 
them  in  others,  as  pimps,  panders,  inceftuous,  brutifh,  and 
favage,  cruel  and  revengeful,  devourcrS  of  human  flefti,  and 
quaffers  of  human  blood,  inconftant,  bafe,  ti'eacherous,  and 
cowardly ',  fond  of,  and  addifted  to,  all  forts  of  fuperftitioa 
and  witchcraft ;  and,  in  a  word,  to  (every  vice  that  came 
in  their  way,  or  within  then*  reach  *>.     One  of  them,  who 
knew  them  better  than  any  other  ftranger,  hath  fummed  up 
their  infamous  charafter  in  the  moft  lively  colours,  in  thele 
few  words  *^.     It  is  hardly^  pofEble  to  find  in  any  African 

•  La  BAT.  Rclat.  d'Afriq.  vol,  ii.  c.  14.  p.  269,  &  fcq. 
^  See  Anc.  Hift.  vOl.  xviii*  palT.  Lucan,  lib.  iv.  Viactt. 
Eneid,  1.  viii.     Serv.  in  eundem.  &  al.  plur.  *  Salvia n. 

de  provid.  lib.  vii. 
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any  quality  but  what  is  of  tjie  bad  kind :  they  arc  inhuman, 
drunkards,  deceitful,  extremely  covetous,  and  perfidious  to 
the  higheft  degree.     We  need  not  add  to  thefe  their  impuri-  Many  m« 
ties  and  blafphemies,  becaufe  in  thefe  they  outdo  all  other*^** 
nsLUons,  Jfrica  being  known  to  have  been  everburning  with'*'*^''* 
innumerable  impurities  y  infomuch,  that .  one  would  rather 
take  it  for  a  vulcano  of  the  moft  impure  flames,  than  for  an 
habitation  of  human  creatures.   And  with  reipeft  to  this  acin&w* 
laft  vice,  St.  Ai^in,  who  was  a  native  of  that  country,  kxxk-legediy 
pies  not  to  confefS)  that  it  is  as  impoflible  to  be  an  ^rican  Aolda. 
and  not  lafcdvious,  as  it  is  to  be  born  in  .Africa  and  not  be  an 
African.     Nolwithftanding  their  having  been  fo  frequently 
and  fevercly  chaftifcd  for  thefe  vices, .  not  only  by  the  curfed 
yoke  of  feveral  barbarous  nations,  under  which  they  have 
been  doomed  to  groan,  but  what  is  ftill  a  heavier  puniih- 
mcnt  by  far,  by  the  unhappy  changes  they  have  fuflered  ia 
their  religion ;  a  misfortune  of  all  others  the  moil  aifedling 
to  the  foul. 

'    Thus   much  (hall  fuffice  for  the  general  charafter  oi 
the  native  /ifricansy  deferring  the  farther  confii'mation  of  it 
till  we  come  to  give  a  particular  account  of  every  kingdom 
and  ftatc.  in  that  vaft  continent,  and  wherein  our  readers 
will  find  fufficient  proofs  to  convince  them  that  it  is  fo  far 
from  being  either  unjuft  or  exaggerated,  with  regard  to  the 
far  greater  part  of  them,  that,  ia  many  inftances,  they  de- 
fer ve,  if  poffible,  a  much  more  odious  one;  they  being,  in 
many  parts,  fo  utterly  void  of  all  humanity,  and  even  natu-  Votdofalt , 
ral  afFedlion,  that  parents  will  fell  their  wives  and  child ren,«tf'«'*^ 
andz;;V^  verfh^  for  flaves  into  the  A?nerican  colonies;  a  condi- ^^'^^^S 
tion  much  more  dreaded  by  them  than  the  moft  cruel  death ; 
even  for  fo  fmall  a  matter  as  a  gallon  or  two  of  brandy,  of 
which  they  are  fond  to  excefs,  or  for  fome  few  glafs  beads,  or 
other  taudry  European  trinkets,  to  adorn  their  bodies  on  fomc 
public  occafions ;  as  a  public  affembly,  a  feftival,  wedding,  and  ' 
the  like. 

We  have  taken  notice  of  another  diftinftion  made  by  Afri^ 
can  writers  ;  viz.  between  the  white  and  black  natives ;  a. 
difference  which  hath  exercifed  the  greateft  wits  of  this  and 
paft  ages,  to  account  for  in  a  natural  way,  but  concerning 
which  we  fhall  refer  our  readers  to  what  we  have  faid  of  it 
m  our  ancient, hiftory  **,  and  only  offer  fome  farther  remarks 
on  the  curious  fubjeft,  which  will  not,  we  hope,  be  dif- 
pleafing  to  our,  readers,  and  will  at  once  explode  the  twa 

*  Anc.  Hift,  Tol.  i.  p.  39,  &  1 72,  (T)r 
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celebrated  hypothcfes  of  Riolan «,  and  of  the  French  acade« 

my ;  the  firft  of  whom  affirmed  the  blacknefs  of  the  NegroeJ 

to  be  not  in  the  Ikin,  but  in  the  epidermis ;  and  the  latter, 

that  it  lieth  neither  in  the  (kin  nor  in  the  epidermis,  but  in  a 

certain  reticulum,  confifting  of  particles  extremely  foft  and 

fine,  which  furrounds  the  whole  body  between  the  fldn  and 

epidermis. 

$ome  re-  •      Herb,  then,  it  mull  beobferved,  in  the  firft  place,  that  the 

marh  on  children  of  the  Negroes  come^out  white  from  their  mother's 

their.black  womb,  like  ours,  and  have  no  blacknefs  at  all,  except  about 

ccmpLxi'   jjieir  privities,  and  a  fmall  black  circle  about  their  nails,  nexl 

'*•  '         to  the  flcfti ;  that  of  the  reft  of  their  bodies  being  contrafted 

gradually  after  the  birth,  in  twenty-four  hour&  by  fome,,and 

by  others  in  a  week,  more  or  lefs. 

Gromj  2'  That  the  Negroes  how  black  focvcr  whllft  in  health, 

luhite       sire  no  fooner  attacked  with  any  ficknefs,  but.^hey  grow  gra- 

*u;henfick\  dually  more  pale  and-  whitifti,  according  to  the  nature  and 

turn  black  degree  of  the  diftemper,  even  to  the  total  difcharge  of  their 

'when        blacknefs  ;  and,  in  fome  cafes,  acquiring  wanhefs,  like  that  of 

dtad.         j^  jjjaid  who  languifhes  under  the  gr^en  ficknefs^. 

3.  That  if  their  difeafe  reduce  thiem  to  evtr  fo  great  t 
palencfs,  yet  they  reaflumc  their  full  original  blacknefs,  a9 
foon  as  they  are  dead. 

4.  If  any  of  them  chance  to  receive  fome  hurt  in  their 
fugar  manufaftures,  fuch  as  a  burn  or  fcald,  whatever  part 
happens  to  be  fo  hurt,  becomes  white,  notwithftandifig  their 
being  thoroughly  cured  of  it,^  aild  both  the  Ikin  and  the 
iepidermis  totally  reftored. 

To  this  let  us  add,  5.  That  all  the  Negroes  in  general j 
,  both  thofe  <rf  Africa,  and  thofe  who  have  Jived  ever  fo  long 
a  time  in  America^  have  the  foles  of  their  feet  of  a  different 
colour  from  the  reft  of  their  body,  that  is,  of  an  almoft  white ; 
fo  that  neither  the  epidermis  nor  the  reticulum,  if  any  fuch 
things  be,  do  extend  to  that  part.  Thefe  obfervations,  which 
are  very  obvious  to  every  one  that  is  converfant  among  that 
black  generation,  and  require  neither  depth  of  thought  norflciU 
In  anatomy  to  make,  are  yet  fufficient  to  convince  one  of  the 
.  vanity  of  thofe  two  fyftems  above-mentioned  ;  and  that  the 
true  caufe  of  this  peculiar  blacknefs  of  their  bodies  is  ftill 
as  much  unknown  to  us,  as  that  of  the  fwarthinefs  of  their 
minds  we  have  lately  been  defcribing  ;  and  will  be  ftill  more 
evidently  ftiewn  under  the  next  article. 

«  Vid.  Riolan  opufeol.  epidermia.  c.  4.  '  LabAt 

Rclac.  d*Afriq.  vol.  ii^  c.   15. 
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X HE  African  natives  have  been,  from  the  very  beginning.  Their  rr* 
addifted  to  the  old  idoUtry,  magic,  witchcraft,  and  other  fu-  HgionUo' , 
pcrftitious  rites  and  cuftoms,  of  the  anticnt  Egyptiam  «,  from  ^^'H'  <f 
whom  they  are  rightly  fuppofed  to  have  received  them,  and  ^^ff^^'fl 
have,Tor  the  moft  part,  retained  them  to  this  day.  They  wor-        * 
(hipped  the  fun^  moon,  and  planets,  the  fire,  which  they  kept  Horrid fu" 
continually  burning,  a  great  variety  of  living  creatures,  down  Z^'^^'*^*''' 
to  the  loweft  iiifefts  and  vermin,  both  of  land  and  fea,  as 
well  as  a  multitude  of  inanimate  ones,  fuch  as  rivers,  lakes^ 
mountains,  trees,  plants,  drr .  to  all  which  they  pay  a  kind  of 
worftiip,   as  well  as   to   a  ftill  inferior  fort  of  imaginary 
deities,  or  fpirits,  of  which  even  their  pricfts  can  give  but 
a  lame  account;  though  they  make  them,  as  well  as  all  th^ 
others  mentioned  before,  to  enter  into'  all  the  concerns  of 
life,  as  health,  ficknefs,  life,  death,  good  or  ill  fuccefs,  au-  ,   .        • 
guries,  charms,  ordeals  of  feveral  kinds  for  the  abfolving  of 
the  innocent,  or  difcovering  the  guilty ;  in  all  which  the 
ftupid  vulgar    are  abufed  oy    thofe  impudent  charlatans, 
with  moft  barefaced  villani^s,  and  horrid  cruelties ;  of  all  - 
which  we  fliall  meet  with  frequent  and  pregnant  inllances,  . 
through  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory. 

There,  is  ftill,  if  poffible,  a  worfe  kind  of  hcathenifm  CafFers 
fpread  through  this  vaft  continent,  to  wit,  through  the  large  ha<vin9 
traft  oiCaffrdriay  or  country  of  Gaffers y  which  extends  itfelf  religton* 
through  the  inland  part,  from  the  -equinoxial  line,  quite  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  and  whofe  inhabitants  are  but  one 
remove  from  brutes ;  who  live,  like  them,  without  religion 
or  laws,  void  of  reafon,  humanity,  and  induftry,  and  fubfift 
altogether  upon  plunder  and  banting.     Much  of  the  fame 
wild  nature  are  the  G alias  and  AgauSy  who  are   difperfed  The  Gal- 
through  moft  parts  of  Africa^  under  different  names,  though,  las,  Agaus, 
in  all  likelihood,  all  of  the  fame  extraft,  and  all  following  and  others^ 
the  fame  inhuman  trade  of  plundering,  rapine,  apd  putting  ^^JP^^'M    , 
all  to  fire  and  fword  where-ever  they  come  1».     But  the  moft  ^^^H'^ 
dreadful  of  all  are  the  Imh'iiy  a  generation  of  impious  and      ^^^  '. 
barbarous  monfters,  who  are  fituate  pretty  near  the  country  The  impi^ 
of  the  Hottentots,  but  fpread  themfelves  far  and  wide  on  both  ^^^  Imbii. 
fides,  as  well  as  towards  the  north.     Thefe  uot  only  declare  ^^;, 
themfelves  at  war  with  all  mankind,  but  with  heaven  itfelf;  a^ednfi 
againft  which  they  ftioot  their  impotent  arrows,  accompanied  the  Deitfm 
with  the  moft  horrid  curfes,  and  other  expreffions  of  hatred 
and  defiance.    They  moreover  eat  tlie  fiefti  of  their  flaves 

»  De  his,  vid.  Anc.  Hift.  vol.  i.  p.  467,  &  feq,  *  D« 
his,  vid.  L1K8CHOT,  Jarric,  Pigafet.  Davitt,  Dapper, 
TiiLLSz,  fiiRMVBiZ)  Loso,  U  al.  mttlt^ 
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and  prifoners  of  war ;  the  latter  of  whom  they  commonly  roafl: 
alive,  and  by  a  flow  fire,  whilft  they  ftrive  to  drown  their  dread- 
ful outcries,  by  dances,  mufic,  and  execrable  fhouts  of  joy  \ 
Many  re^       On  the  other  hand,  we  find  here  fuch  antient  relics  of 
iieso/Ja-  Judaifm,  not  only  in  the  large  empire  of  Habajfin^  or  Abiffi-- 
daifm       nia  (whither  the  famed  queen  of  Sheha  is  faid  to  have  intro-. 
through     duced  that  religion,  after  her  return  from  her  grand  vifit  to  king 
Africa.     Solomon »),  but  in  many  other  parts  of  Africa^  though  perhaps 
fornierly  fubjeft  to  that  crown,  but  fince  difmcmbered  from 
it,   and  funk  in  other  refpefts  into  the  grofleft  idolatry,  as 
feems  to  confirm  that  report,  founded  on  an  antient  Abiffini* 
an  record,  of  which  we  fhall  fpeak  in  its  proper  place,  which 
makes  exprcfs  mention  of  it.    Eefides  thefe,  which  are  ftill  ' 
in  a  great  mcafure  retained  by  the  Abiffinian  church,  though 
converted  (as  is  alfo  affirmed  in  the  above-mentioned  record) 
*  to  Chriftianity,  fo  early  as  the  eunuch,  or  high  treafurer,  .of 

J^^'  a}\ttnCandace  ^y  planted  it  in  that  empire,  therfe  have  been 
once  fettled  ^^^^^  numbers  of  Jews  fettled  in  that  empire ;  fome  of  whom 
/  'det  conipofed  a  kind  of  republic  independep t  from  thofc  monarchs., 
^^^^    '    and  ob'ferved  all  the  rites  of  the  7Jfi2/2i/V  law. 

Among  thofe  vaA  herds  of  them  which  are  difpcrfed  thro* 

this  great  continent,  thefe  have  been  fince  diflodged  from  their 

high,  and  almoft  inacceflible  mountains,  for  their  frequent  ill 

ofiices  to  thofe  princes,. and  fiding  with  their  revolted  fub- 

jefts,  and  have  been  brought  into  due  fubjeftion,  and  laid 

jUnder  tribute  to  them.     Since  which  time  they  have  lived 

Di/ferfed.  difperfed  into  feveral  provinces  of  that  empire,  andliave  made 

but  an  inconfiderable  figure  in  it.    There  are  fome  who  call 

'^themfelves  originary  JevjSy  of  the  pofterity  oi  Abraham;  who 

pretend  to  have  formerly  come  in  colonies,  and  to  have  fettled 

themfelves  in  Egypt ^  Abiffinian  and  along  the  Niger  \  and 

thefe  laft  are  more  numerous  and  confiderable  than  the  two 

former  ^     But  thofe  who  came  and  are  here  ftill  in  the 

greateft  number,    are  fuch  a?  refuged  themfelves  in  thefe 

parts,  either  after  the  deftruftion  of  Jerufaleniy  and  the  dif- 

perfion  of  the  Jewijh  nation  by  Titus  Vefpajiany  mentioned  ia 

^  former  chapter  " ;  or  who  fled  from  other  perfecutions 

under  the  RomanSy  PcrfianSy  Saracens ySind  fince  under  the 

Chriftians  ;  ^s  out  of  Italy,  an.  1242;  Spain  znd  Portugal^  an^ 

1462,  if/eq, ;  and  out  of  the  LowCountrieSy  an.  1 3  50  ;  France^ 

1403  ;  and  England,  1422.    All  thefe  go  diiFerently  habited, 

as  well  as  divided  amcng  themfelves.  They  diftinguKh  them- 

*  Id.  ibid.  8fi  Purch.  Relat.  1.  vii.  c.  8.  ^.  u.  *  i  Kings, 

ex.  ^  Ads,  viii.  zSy&icq.    ,         >  Grammay  Afriq.  il^ 

tulb-at.  LEd  African,  lib.  i  &ii,  »  See  before,  vd.ziii* 

p.  1 37.  ^  f«1-  P-  343>  3S2> ^  %•  &  alib.  paff. 
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feires  by  their  feveral  nations  and  tribes ;  have  their  f<*parate 
fynagogues ;  bat  are  not  allowed  any  power  or  authority  in 
the  government  of  this  country,  except  what  they  exercife 
amongft  themfelves ;  and,  though  many  of  them  become  ex« 
ceedingly  rich  and  opulent,  yet  are  they  evcry-where  defpifed 
and  hated;  not  fo  much  indeed  for  their  religion,  as  for  thdr 
foul  andknavifti  praftices  in  every  branch  of  commerce  they 
are  concerned  in,  and  adulterating,  counterfeiting  and  de- 
bafing  every  commodity  that  pafles  thrQugh  their  hands. 

The  next  religion  in  Africa  is  the  Chriftian^  which  was  ChrifiUm 
planted  there,  according  to  the  Abijfmian  accounts  from  the  <»  Africa 
earlieft  times,,  by  the  eunuch  of  queen  Candace^  lately  men-  perj'ecutHi 
tioned.     However  that  be,  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  having  ^/A^i&#- 
befen  preached  there  very  ibon,  but  it  was  mifcrably  torn  by  ^^'»V/. 
the  factious  heretics  of  thofe  days,  the  Donatifts,  Manichees, 
ArnanSi  Pelagians ^  itc,  cfpecially  under  the  reigns  of  Diocle-' 
fian  and  Julian  the  apoftate,  notwithftanding  the  great  pri- 
vileges which  Conjiantine  the  Great  had  granted  to  the  or-*, 
thodox  clergy,  to  proteft  th«n  from  their  infults  * :  but  here  ^ 

Chr^lianity  met  with  fuch  an  ungrateful  foil,  that  its  ble/Ied 
feed  was  quickly  over-run  and  choaked  up  with  the  ranked 
weeds  ;  and  all  the  African  Chriflians  of  whatever  denomi* 
nation,  whether  natives  or  foreigners,  are  equally  infefted 
with  the  general  depravity  of  the  country.     The  church  of 
AbiJ/inia  was  foon  infefted  with  the  Eutychian  herefy,  and  Abiffiniaa 
over-run  with  the  groflcft  fuperftitions,  as  wc  (hall  fee  in  its  cburcb  in* 
proper  place.     Thofe  parts  which  are  Aibjeft  to  the  kings  oifeaed  ly 
Portugal  and  Spain,  and  have  receivied  their  faith  from  the  Eutychi- 
mii&onaries  of  the  church  of  Rome,  as  the  kingdoms  of  Ab/x-  Q^* 
go,  Angola,  and  Loango,  on  the  weftern,  and  of  Sqfala,  Melin* 
da,  and  others,  pa  the  eaftern  coaft,  acknowlege  indeed  the  {toman 
church  of  Rome  for  their  noother ;  but  ibew  little  dfe  of  its  Catholic^ 
religion  than  its  mod  fuperftitions  rites  and  tenets;  which f'**'^'* 
they  fo  ftiamefully  ftain  with  vices  and  immoralities  of  2iW^'  S^^Mkl^ 
kinds,  that  they  are  rather  a  difcredit  than  an  honour  to  the-'*^''^'''" 
gofpelofChrift.  '"'• 

Besides  them,  we  meet  with  a  variety  of  other  Chriftians  Other 
difperfed  through  Africa ;  fuch  as  Greeks,  Armenians',  Maro-  Cbrijlia» 
nites,  Georgians,  Thomifls,  or  Chriftians  of  St,  Thomas  ;  moft.^^M* 
of  whom  have  their  own  patriarchs ;  and  the  reft,   as  well  ^^'^^ 
as  that  of  Abijfinia,  are  fubjeft  to  that  of  Alexandria.     As 
for  thofe  Proteftant  nations  who  ha;^  their  fleets  and  fettle- 
ments  not  only  along  the  Barbary  coaft,  as  far  as  the  ftreights 
of  Gibraltar,  but  Ukewife  from  thence  along  the  weftern 
coafts,  as  hr  SL^Cape  Vert,  and  that  of  Good  Hope,  fuch  as  the 
\  See  Anc  Hift*  v«l.  xv.  p.  569,  U  foq« 
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En^HJhy  Hollanders^  Danes^  isc.  we  need  not  fay  mare  of 
.   them  under  this  article,-  except  that  they  content  themfdves 
.    "^ith  the  private  exercife  of  their  own  particular  rcligioas, 
catch  in  their  refpe^ive  faftories  and  fetilements ;  in  fc^ne  di 
which  they  have  chaplains  for  that  purpofe,   though  tkQ% 
to  all, 
Moham-       But  that  which  hath  made  the  greateft  and  quickeft  ^xo^ 
inedifm     grefs  through  Africa^   is  the  Mohammedan  ;  a  religion   fo 
hrouiht     nicely  fuited  to  the  depravity  of  the  natives,  as  the  reader 
into  Afri-  may  recolleft  by  the  full  dil'play  we  have  made  of  it  in  th<5 
^^-  life  of  its  firft  founder  *,  that  it  did  not  need  the  help  of  the 

fword  to  make  it  fpread  itfelf  far  and  near ;  and  fo  far  we 
jliay  venture  to  fay  it  hath  found  fo  kind  a  foil,  as  to  ftrikc  ^ 
deep  root  where-ever  it  hath  been  fown ;  and  one  would 
hardly  imagine  that  it  could  greatly  degenerate  by  being 
J  ,      ,  tranfplanted  thither  fromy^r^^w.   It  hath,  neverthelefs,  fared 
defauT    ot^^rwife;    whether  through   the  ignorance  of  thofe  who 
^;^  ^^^-^.firfl  introduced  it,  or,  which  is  much  more  likely,  through 
^  the  depravity  of  thofe  who  received  it  from  them,  who  aa*4 

naturally  averfe  to  all  reftraint,  it  hath  dwindled  into  ai 
downright  carnal  one,  and  appears,  almoll  every-where,  fo 
cffeftually  flrippcd  of  thofe  auftcrities  with  which  its  founder 
had  decorated  it,  as  the  abftaining  from  wine,  fwine,  and 
fomc  other  forts  of  flefti,  fafts  and  long  lents,  frequent  pray- 
ers, ablutions,  and  many  other  injunftions  of  the  like  nature, 
that  one  would  hardly  imagine,  nor  would  a  ftaunch  Mojlern^ 
^cknowlege  it  to  be  the  fame,  disfigured  as-  it  is  moreover 
fey  the  many  heathenifti  fuperftitions  with  which  it  is  blend^ 
ed,  and  which  are  more  tenaciouQy  obferved  than  any  prer 
cepts  of  the  Koran,  Thus,  among  the  Negroes,  they  have 
neither  mofqucs,  nor  obferve  any  day  of  the  week  as  a  day  of 
/  reft;  uoviiiA^tA^ny  of  tht Mohammedan  feftival^,  except  that 
of  Bairdm,  which  is  a  kind  of  paffover,  after  their  Ramadzn, 
or  lent  "^ ;  which  laft  they  keep  meerly  as  introductory  to 
Siiixf^  the  other,  lait  without  any  ftriftnefs  ",  Much  after  the  fame 
W/^  Pa-  manner  ftiall  we  find  Mohammedifm  mutilated  and  disfigured 
isni/m,  in  moft  places  of  Africa^  where  it  hath  been  introduced,  anc}  , 
even  in  thofe  which  are  tributary  to,  or  fnbji^ft  to  the  domi- 
nions of,  the  Grand  Signer ;  fuch  as  the  ftates  oiBarbary^  and 
fomeof  his  other  conqnefts  in£'p'/f  and  along  the  Red  Sea  ; 
of  all  which,  fcnd  other  parts  of  the  African  dominionsj  we 
fiiali  have  occafion  \o  fpeak  more  fully  in  the  courfe  of  this 

*  See  before,  vol.  i.  p    30,  &  feq.  43,  &  feq.  &  88,  (B),  - 
|fcalib,padl        «»Deia&,vid.  fup.ypl.i.p.  |02,Stfcq.        ^La* 
BAT,  &  al«  flip,  cic, 
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book.  In  the  mean  time,  though  we  have  given  formerly'! 
filU  account  of  the  varioirs  {eRs  of  MohammgdanSy  amounting 
m  all  to  72*5  yet,  as  they  ar^  commonly  diftinguUhed 
under  two  chief  heads  ;  viz,  the  Lajbariy  which  are  fpread 
oyer  this  contmcnt,  as  ivcU  as  over  Syria  and  Turkey  ;  and  ^ 
the  Imams ^  which  fkmrifh  in  Perfia  and  Khorafan  ;  it  wiJl 
Bot  be  improper  here  to  give  our  reader  a  fhort  account  of 
the  marabouts,  or  faints,  of  the  former,  and  their  tenets,  fo 
far  as  relates  to  this  country  of  jtfrica  we  are  upon ;  which 
will  be  a  farther  confirmation  of  the  general  depravity  of  theip 
votaries,  which  we  have  been  fpeaking  of.  Thefe  faints,  or 
rather  cheats,  lire  very  numerous,  and  highly  regarded  all 
pver  Africa^  efpedally  among  the  Mohammedan  Moors^  and 
Arabs,  on  account  rf  their  extraordinary  way  of  living ;  and 
by  the  refl,  out  of  fear  of  a  fuperior  power  they  arrogate  to 
themfeives,  of  hurting  and  punifhing,  more  or  iefs  feverdy,' 
every  one  who  hath  the  misfortune  to  fall  under  theit:  dif- 
jdeafnre  or  diflike.  Infomuch,  that  this  infolent  fraternity 
^  become  ^ery* where  as  dreaded,  as  it  is  numerous  .and 
powerful. 

There  are  three  clafles,  or  orders ;  the  firft  of  them  difperf-  Three/on^ 
pd  about  in  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  both  in  the  mznuxotofmara^ 
and  inland  parts :  the  fccond  is  of  the  wandering  kind,  without  iouis. 
any  fettled  habitations  ;  and  the  third  afFeft  to  live  in  the       . 
thlckefl  forefls,  and  rocky  and  barren  defans.     They  all 
pretend  to  great  mortifications  and  auflerities,  the  lafk  efpe* 
cially ;  but  all  of  them  are  rnofl  wicked  and  debauched  to  the 
noil  fhamieful  degree,  both  in  their  principles  and  morals.* 
The  firfl  affirm,  that  a  man  may,   by  dint  of  fafling  .and 
abftitience  from  mekt,  attain  the  nature  of  an  angel  ;  the  -,, 
heart,  by  fuch  duties,  becoming  fo  cleanfed  and  pure  from   I/f^^ 
aU  evil  infeftion,  that  it  can  fin  no  more,   ^o^gh  ever  fo^^/^^^^^^ 
willing  to  do  fo  :  bpt  they  teach,  at  the  fame  time,  that  ^^^ralsoftU 
fnpreme  degree  of  happinefs  cannot  be  attained,  but  by  xhtfrft. 
help  of  50  fciences,  which  are  fo  many  fteps  by  which  one 
mufl  afcend  to  it.     Neverthelefs  they  imagine  that  God  doth 
not  impute  to  them  the  fins  they  commit  before  they  have 
gained  the  firfl  twenty  degrees..    They  live  at  firfl  in  the 
moil  ftrift  auflerity,  and  macerate  themfeives  with  grievous 
faflings,  but  afterwards  give  theinfelves  tip  to  every  kind  of 
feflivi'ty,  and  all  degrees  of  drunkennefs  and  debauchery,  Onti 
of  their  learned,  named  ^Efeb-ravafdi  Sitira  Farden;  hath 
defcribed  their  auflerities  in  four  books ;  whilfl  another,named[ 

•  Ubi  fup.  p.  276,  &  feq.  vid.  Sc  J^KO  ApRiCAH.  Grammay* 
}AA%^0}.y  Ub.  ii.  c.  I .  &  feq.  &  al. 
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Bu*lfartd^  hath  difplayed  the  whole  of  their  religion,  in  a 
beautiful  poetic  piece,  full  of  wit  and  humour,  and  feem- 
ingly  defigned  to  infpire  oi^e  with  love.  AVfagariy  another 
ingenious  author,  hath  written  a  comment  upon  it,  wherein  he 
•  hath  coUcfted  all  the  rules  of  that  feft^  and  difcovered  the 
various  fleps  which  kad  to  that  pretended  happinefs.  The 
verfe  of  that  piece  runs  in  fuch  a  fweet  and  harmonkms 
ifarain,  and  elegant  ftyle,  that  thofe  of  this  feft  rehearfe  or 
fing  no  other  at  their  public  feafts  ;  there  not  having  rifcn 
one  poet  for  upwards  of  300  years  that  hath  equalled  him^  or 
hath  enriched  their  language  like  Ibu'lfaredi 

The  tenets  of  this  fcft  are  chiefly  thofe  that  fi>Uow ;   that 

the  heavens,  fixed  ftars  and  elements,  are  all  holy,  or  have 

fomething  of  the  deity  in  them  ;  fo  that  no  law  or  religioa 

can  be  erroneous ;  and  everyone  is  at  liberty  to  worftiip  that 

objeft  to  which  he  finds  his  heart  mod  inclined.     They  pre- 

^  tend  that  all  knowlege  concerning  the  deity  was  infufed  into 

*the  firftjnan,  whom  they  call  El  Choty  and  who  had  been 

clefted  by  God,  and  made  equal  to  him  in  knowlege.   That 

after  his  death  the  elders,  or  chiefs  of  the  feft,  chofe  one  from. 

among  their  number  of  40,  who  being  alfo  dead,  they  chofc 

a  new  one,  but  from  among  765. 

f  heir  mad      These  wretched  feftaries  are,  by  the  rules  of  their  order, 

freaks.       bound  to  wander  to  and  fro,  incognito,  covered  only  with 

old  tatters ;  fo  that  they  might  be  taken  for  madmen,  Void  of 

reafon  and  common  fenfe,  rather  than  a  fet  of  marabouts,  or 

faints.     They  run  wild,  and  almoft  naked,  all  over  Africa ; 

and  will  even  offer  violence  to  modeft  women  that  come  in 

their  way,  with  as  little  referve  or  fhame,  as  a  wild  beaft 

would  on  one  of  its  kind.     They  are  more  numerous  fHli  in 

An  tn-      Egypt  and  on  the  coaib  of  Barbary,     One  of  thefe  brutifh 

fiance  of    fellows,  Leo  Jfricanus  fays,  he  faw  at  Alcair^  or  Grand  Cairo, 

' iheir  bru*  {^YU^  upon  a  matron-like  woman,  juft  coming  out  of  the 

Hfi  incen  bagnio  in  one  of  the  market-places  of  that  city,  called  Bain^ 

'"'jefth    ^^'^/^^^^  ^'^^  raviftied  her,  in  full  fight  of  a  croud  of  peo- 

VeopL'i  '  P^^  >  ^^^  immediately  all  ran  after  her,  and  flrove  tokifs  or 

fM.         touch  fomc  of  her  garments  ;  imagining  that  they  had,  by 

that  filthy  aft,  contrafted  fome  extraordinary  degree  of  holi- 

ncfs;  crying  out  that  the  adulterer  was  a  perfon  of  great 

merit,  and  had  committed  no  crime  in  what  he  did,  but  only 

in  outward  appearance  ;  whilfl  the  woman's  hiifband  faMT 

himfelf  obliged  to  fupprefs  all  appearance  of  refentment^ 

and  even  to  acknowlege  the  favour  done  to  his  fpoufe,  by  a 

luagniiicent  banquet^  and  fome  liandfome  prefents. 
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These  verinin  fwarm  no  lefs  In  Nigritia;  where  the 
poor  N^roes  ftand  in  great  fear  of  their  killing  power  (G), 
tho*  they  hate  them  in  their  hearts.  They  have  whole 
towns  and  villages  along  the  Nig^r,  or  Sanaga,  and  form  a 
kind  of  republic  among  themfelves ;  and  there,  as  we  are  fur- 
ther informed,  they  have  a  fine  large  city  called  Con/ocriy  all 
built  with  ftone,  and  covered  with  tiles,  and  inhabited  by 
fomc  of  the  richeft  merchants  in  that  country;  which  place 
is  looked  upon  as  the  capital  of  the  marabout  crew  in  this 
part  of  Africa  p.  The  fame  author  adds,  that  they  were  fo 
infolent  as  to  perfuade  a  petty  prince  in  that  neighbourhood 
to  fend  a  haughty  meflage  to  the  chief  coipmiflary  of  the 
Trench^  threatening  him  and  his  whole  garrifon  with  a  fpeedy 
and  dreadful  vengeance,  by  the  infallible  help  of  their  con- 
juring power,  for  refufing  to  pay  a  certain  cuftom.  But  that 
wife  gentleman  foon  fuppreffed  their  infolence,'  by  letting 
them  know  that  he  had  artillery  and  fire-arms  about  him, 
which  were  proof  againft  all  their  enchantments  "*. 

The  fecond  clafs  of  marabouts  is  that  of  the  cabbalifts,  Tbefeconi 
as  they  afFeft  to  be  called.  Thefc  abflaln  from  meats,  and  clafe  ds^ 
have  a  peculiar  diet.  They  faft  much  and  often,  dLCcord- fcriied. 
ing  to  the  various  feafons  of  the  ye^r.  They  wear  fmall 
fquare  tablets,  engraven  with  ftrange  forts  of  characters,  or 
cyphers ;  and  pretend  to  have  daily  intercourfe  With  angels, 
who  teach  them  the  knowlege  of  all  things.  A  celebrated 
doftor  of  theirs,  named  Bfni,  was  the  firft  inftitutcr  of  all 
their  rules,  the  compiler  of  their  prayers,  and  contriver  of 
all  their  tablets.  Thofe  inftitutes  are  divided  into  eight  parts; 
the  firft  they  ftile  Jl  Omba  Ennonorita,  or  the  demonflxatioa 
of  light,  containing  their  prayers,  and  faft  days^  The  fecond. 
Seme  Al  Meharif^  the  fun  of  fdences,  treats  of  their  tablets, 
their  ufefulnefs,  and  manner  of  ufing  them.  The  third, 
Lejmo  Al  Chifne^  in  which  is  a  table  of  the  99  virtues  which 
tliy  conceive  to  be  comprehended  in  the  name  of  God*  The 

>*  Labat  Afic.  ubi  fupra.  vol.  iii.  c.  11.  p.  338.  lid, 
ibid.  p.  334,  &  feq.  vid.  &  Lfio  African.  GRAyMAY,  Mar* 
MOL,  Dapp£r,  &  al. 

(G)    Thefe   poor    fcnfelefs  fo  afraid  ofbeing  hurried  out  of 

wretches  are  prepofTeiTed  with  it  at  fo  fhort  a  warning,  that 

fach  a  llrong  notion  that  thofe  there  is  hardly  any  thing  they 

impttdent  cheats  can  difpatch  will  not  do  or  part  with  to  avoid 

them  out  of  this  life  in  two  or  their  dreaded  difplcafure  (9). 
three  days,  and  at  the  fame 

(9)  Itf^ii/,«4jyir^,/.335.   ,  j      -.^^ 
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other  fiv^e  have  alfo  their  peculiar  names,  and  treat  of  parti- 
cular fubjefts  relating  to  their  way  of  living,  which  teed 
not  bft  dwelt  longer  upon  f. 
third  fort      THE  third  fort  of  marabouts  are  called  Sunnahitcs ,  and 
4e/cribeJ.    live  an  afcetic  life,  in  woods  and  defarts,  and  affeft  to  fliua 
the  company  of  men.     They  live  only  upon  herbs  and  vege- 
tables, but  retain  a  mixture  of  heath^nifti  fuperftitions  and 
idolatry.     They  alfo  ufe  circumcifion,  but  do  not  adminifter 
it  to  any  till  they  have  attained  the  30th  year  of  their  age, 
and  yet  baptize  in  the  name  of  the  living  God.    So  that  their    ; 
religion  appears  to  be  a  ftrange  compound  of  Pagani(m,  Ju- 
FrchaHy    daifni,  and  Chriftianity;  and  may,  in  all  probability,  be  the 
she  off'      mongrel  fpawn  of  the  antient   Therapeutes^  defcribed   by 
J^ring  of   phiio^  and  of  whom  we  have  given  an  ample  account  in  our 
^^''*^''''' antient  hiftory  %  as  being  become  fo  celebrated  in  Egypt ^ 
Dcattt'      ^y^i^9  ^nd  other  parts  of  Afyicay  for  their  reclufenefs  from 
^  '    *      human  fociety,  and  auftcre  way  of  living,  that  they  have  been 
challenged  both  by  Je'ws  and  Chriilians  for  their  own  \ 
And  thus  much  may  fuffice  concer/iing  the  three  African 
kinds  of  marabouts  ;  we  ftiall  only  add  with  regard  to  the 
firft  clafs  ;    viz,  that  they  are  an  excellent  fafeguard  to  tra- 
vellers againft  thieves  and  plunderers,  whether  Negroes,  Moors^ 
or  Arabs,  that  infeft  the  roads  of  that  great  continent ;  fo 
that  the  fafeft  way  to  go  from  any  part  to  another,  is  to  al- 
lure one  of  thefe  fellows  to  go  with  you,  and  you  are  fure 
to  travel  unmolefted  from  all  other  rogues  and  vagabonds ; 
there  being  none  of  them,  or  of  any  other  clafs,  that  will 
dare  to  offer  any  infult  or  incivility  to  the  greateft  ftranger 
under  fuch  proteftion. 
Africa  From  what  we  have  lately  faid  of  this  clafs,  their  pretend- 

barren  of  cd  inter courfe  with  angels,  and  j:he  pompous  titles  ofoEMON- 

artsand     CTRATION  OE  LIGHT,  SUN  OF  SCIENCES,  ifC.  which    they 

ffiencti,  ^ve  tq  the  feyeral  parts  of  their  inftitutes  above-mentioned, 
pur  readers  may  probably  be  apt  to  conclude,  that  they  are 
poiTefled  with  the  knowlege  of  heavenly  as  well  asfublunary 
things,  whatever  darkne^  may  be  fprcad  over  the  reft  of 
Uti^  African  nation  ;  whereas,  in  faft,  and,  if  we  may  judgo 
from  their  bsft  produftions  in  arts  and  fciences,  or  from  the 
univerfal  agreement  of  ail  that  have  been  converfant  -amongfl 
them,  there  is  not  a  more  ignorant  fet  of  wretches  in  all.  that 
^  continent ;  if  W€  except  the  vulgar,  whom  they  only  excel  in 

the  2tft  of  cheating,  and  the  number  and  variety  of  ways  they 

+  Labat,  ibid.  &  al.  '  Anc.  Hift.  vol.  x.  p.  48'>,  tc  feq, 

•Ibid.  p.  484,  &  feq.  fub  not.  (B).  l^EO  Africam.  Marmol, 
Gramm^  Dappj^r^  U  al. 

invent 


Digitized 


by  Google 


G.  r."        A  general  Defcription  of  Africa.    •  2^ 

invent  to  dude  and  domineer  over  them  :  fo  that  it  would 
be  as  rain  and  abfurd  to  feek  for  figs  and  dates  growing  in 
Greenlandj  a$  for  arts  and  fcienccs  flourifhing  among  the 
Jfricans,     If  any  of  them  have  gained  any  tinfture  of  either, 
it  hath  been  fiom  the  jlrabs  that  live  amongft  them,  of  whom 
we  (hall  fpeak  in  its  proper  place ;  and  even  that  fo  incon/i* 
derable,  that  it  is  fcarccly  to  be  difcerned.     Even  thofe  moft  Ignranci 
neceflary  ones,-  in  fo  great  a  variety  of  hot  and  unhealthy  offurgerj^ 
dimes,  phyfic,  furgery,  and  pharmacy,  are  fo  little  under- /^^''*»tfO'i 
flood,  except  amongft  the  Europeans  who  are  fettled  there,  *^- 
that  th^ir  only  recourfe  in  all  difordcrs  and  emergencies  di Charms  • 
that  kind,  is  to  their  quacks;  who,  indead  of  proper  reme-  ufediw 
dies,  pretend  to  cure  them  only  by  their  charms;  but  com- flead of 
tnonly  cheat  them  oat  of  their  money  and  lives.  phjfic ; 

Even  that  once  potent,  and  ftill  fo  rich  and  extenfivc,  ^^*  f*. 
empire  of  Ahiffinia,  where  Chriftianity  had  been  fo  long  Abiflinia* 
planted  (♦hough  afterwards  infefted  ^ith  Neftorianifm)  and 
been  profefled  during  fuch  a  number  of  centuries,  fbme  of 
both  clergy  and  laity  appear,  as  well  by  their  wiitings  as 
praftice,   to  have  been  long  fince  laid  under  the  thickeft 
darknefs  of  ignorance  and  fuperftition,  and  to  have  been  • 
.equally  negligent  of  every  branch  of  the  liberal  arts  and  fci- 
eoces.     And  it  was  no  longer  findc  than  the  year  1698, 
that  the  then  emperor  was  glad  to  venture  his  life  into  the 
hands  of  a  wandering  French  furgeon,  fent  to  him  by  M. 
Mailiety  the  French  conful  at  Grand  Kavro\  his  whole  empire 
Hot  affording  one  phyfician  or  apothecaryto  cure  him  of  fo 
flight  a  diforder  as  an  intermitting  fever  *.    Neither  are  they 
more  flcilful  in  points  of  furgery,  wherein^  they  hardly  know, 
•ny  other  manual  operation  than  that  of  cauterifing,  and 
that  in  a  moft  butcherly  and  cruel  manner,  and  as  frequently 
in  improper  as  in  proper  cafes. 

If  we  next  take  a  curfory  view  of  their  manufaftures  and  UanS^i 
mechanic  arts,  5n  which   we  might  fuppofe  neceffity  and  ^^fis  and 
gain,  if  not  emulation,  might  have  fpurred  them  on  to  receive  'n^Hf^^ 
what  helps  they  could  from  the  many  Europeans  who  are^"''f"** 
fettled  amongft  them,  we  (hall  find  the  fpirit  of  indolence  ^If'^ 
mnning  thro'  them  all,  even  the  moft  necefTary  of  them.        ^  '^    * 

But  they  are  naturally  too  proud  and  indolent  to  learn 
Induftryfrom  a  parcel  of  indigent  flefpicable  ftrangers,  whom 
extreme  poverty  and  want  forces  to  abandon  their  native 
country,  arid  wander  to  the  utmoft  parts  of  the  globe,  thro* 
ftU  difficulties  and  dangers,  to  get  a  wretched  livelihood.  For 
this  is  the  real  notion  they  conceive  of  them  and  their  com- 
merce^  and,  of  courfe,  look  upon  them  as  people  deiigned  b/ 
'  PoNCBT  voyage  en  Abi&nie. 
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heaven  ^or  their  drugery  and  fervice,  and  to  import  all  that 
is  valuable  and  delightful  frpm  other  countries,  into  that  hap*^ 
py  one:  and  fo  fatisfied  are  they  with  their  lot,  though  ever 
fo  unhealthy  and  barren,  and  themfelves  ever  fo  miferable, 
that,  Whenever  they  chancre  to  converfe  with  ftrangers,  one 
of  the  principal  queflions  they  aik  them  is,  whether  they- ever 
faw,  or  think  there  is,  a  finer  country,  or  a  happier  people, 
than  theirs  f*     Thofe  rich  golden  mines,  with  >vhich  the 
whole  country  abounds,  and  which  yield  their  precious  ore 
without  the  hundredth  part  of  the  labour  and  danger  of 
thofe  of  Mexico  and  Peru ;  they  lying  no  deeper  than  five  or 
fix  feet  from  the  furface  of  the  ground,  and  requiring  no 
other  utenfils  than  a  pick-ax  and  fpade,  to  fay  nothing  <£ 
thofe  vaft  quantities  which  are  waflied  down  by  their  prodi- 
gious rains,  and  large  rapid  rivers,  and  need  no  farther  trou- 
ble than  to  be  fifted  and  waflied  from  the  mud  ;  thefe,  we 
fay,  are  what  they   look  upon  as  fuch  an  inexhauftiblc 
treafure,  as  fets  them  above  all  anxious  care  and  laborious 
induftry,  as  long  as  that  fiugle  commodity,  fo  highly  prized 
and  coveted  by  Europeans  and  Afiatics^  is  fufficient  to  procure 
them,  without  the  trouble  of  fetching,  whatever  thofe  coun- 
tries produce,  for  their  conveniency  or  delight.     As  for  any 
thing  die,  they  think  their  foil  can  eafily  fupply  them  with 
a  fufficiency  of  it,  without  any  other  labour  than  what  they 
can  turn  over  to  their  wives  and  flaves ;  whilft  they  enjoy  the 
ifruits  of  it  in  eafe  and  comfort ;  that  is,  in  fmoaking  in  frefco^ 
if  that  can  be  had,  tefling  of  ftories,  finging  and  dancings 
and  all  fuch  indolent  amufements ;  of  which  if  th^y  fometimes 
deprive  themfelves,  it  is  only  for  the  more  manly  divcrfions 
Jnjances    of  hunting  or  fifliing.     As  for  handicraft  trades,  agriculture,  • 
$f  their      houftiold  bufinefs,  as  fetching  water,  wood,  and  other  necef- . 
ftupidiiy     faries,  planting,  fowing,  gathering  in,  and  preparing  food  for 
and  indo'   ^^jj.  families,  they  are  naturally  fo  averfe  to  them,  that  no— 
Unce^         thing  but  the  moft  pinching  want  can  driveany  of  them  toit| 
they  being  reckoned  fo  much  beneath  them,  as  to  be  only  fit . 
XT    J  a     for  their  women  and  flaves.     And  fo  inhuman  and  void  of  all 
Mhe<wo'  natural  afFeftion  are  they,  that  they  can  fee  thefe  poor  female 
$j^^  e<wQ'  ^^.^Jggs  finking  urider  their  work,  and  under  a  fcorching  fun^  , 
fcratching  the  ground,  with  no  better  a  tool  than  a  flat  kind^ 
of  mattock  or  pick-ax,  to  fow  millet,  maze,  or  fome  graia 
or  roots,  for  the  fuport  of  the  family,  and,  perhaps,,  wi^h  a 
fucking  child  hanging  by  a  fwaddling  band  on  her  back,  and 
without  any  other  refreflunent  from  morning  to  night  thaa 

+  Cavaz.  ap.Labat,  Pioafhtta  Congo,  Gram  may,  &  al. 

plur. 
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a  little  meal  dUuted  with  water  ».  They  caufe  them  daily  to  Witf  of 
fwcat  and  Have  at  a  wooden  pcftle  and  mortar  (H),  to  grind /^^"^^ 
their  maize  and  millet,  inftead  of  a  hand-mill,  or  other  more  '"^Z^**^ 
proper  convenience  w^  mmxi. 

If  we  look  into  thofe  few  manufaftnres  and  handicrafts  fTeavhi 
that  are  amongft  them,  we  fhall  find  them  carried  on  with  the  manufac"    ' 
fame  rude  and  tedious  ftupidity.     To  give  one  or  two  in-  turns 
fiances  of  it :    firft,  in  their  weaving  manufafture.     The  'worhjlf^w^ 
weaver  hath  neither  fhuttle,  nor  any  of  thofe  appurtenances J'^^  ^^H 
which  belong  to  a  loom.     This  laft  confifts  only  of  twoA*'^-/^'^ 
fmooth  and  ihort. beams,  laid  on  the  ground,  and  fattened  ^'"''^ 
together  by  a  third  which  gpes  acrofs  them.    On  thefe  he  *^^^* 
fattens  the  threads  of  the  woofy.  and  between  every  other  of 
them  he  carefully  condufts  that  of  the  warp,  till  he  is  gone 
through  the  whole '  breadth  of  it,  which  is  feldom  above  a 
yard  ;  and  fo  continues  the  fame  painful  tafk  forward  and 
backward  till  he  hath,  not  without  a  good  deal  of  patience, 
brought  it  to  a  full  end,  which  feldom  exceeds  two  yards* 
From  which  it  is  plain  that  one  of  our  weavers  with  his  pro- 
per tools  could  diipatch  more  in  one  day  than  thefe  can  do 
in  a  month ;  and  though  they  have,  in  many  parts,  Europeant 
iettled  among  them,  yet  could  they  never  prevail  upon  them 
to  fall  into  a  more  expeditious  method  by  a  proper  im- 
provement of  their  looms.    What  is,  however,  furprifing,  is 
that  they  can  make  Ihift  to  turn  out  foine  pretty  doths, 
ilrtped  with  divers  colours,   and  beautiful  enough  to  the 
eye  ;  and  after  the  fame  method  they  weave  likewife  great 
variety  di  mats  of  different  colours,  and  curious  enough  to 
be  fent  into  Jrabia,  Perjia,  and  India  *.    .  , 

In  their  earthen  manufafture  they  know  nothing  of  the  Earths 
uie  of  a  wheel ;  inftead  of  whick  they  life  a  kind  of  molds  fvuan^ 
made  <rf  the  rind  of  calabafties,  cut  into  feveral  (hapes.  In 
the  infide  of  thefe  they  fpread  their  clay  with  their  hand,  till 
they  have  brought  it  to  a  certain  degree  of  ^  thinnefs,  and 
even  with  the  rim ;  which  is  not  only  a  difficult  but  often 
precarious  work;  neither  have  they  the  ufe  of  kilns  to  burn 

«  Vid.  int.  al.  Cavaz.  ap.  Labat,  vol.  1.  c.  8.  p.   119,  & 
feq.  ^  lid.  ibid.  p.  442,  &feq.  ^  Id.  ibid.  vol.  iL 

p.  64,  ic  feq.  &  al.  fup.  citat. 

(H)  Which  laft  is  no  other  a  chifTel,  abeut  the  depth  of  two 

than  a  large  ftump  of  fome  hard  feet ;  and  which  tool  i'erves  alfo 

wood,   about  three  feet  high,  to  fhape  both  peftle  and  mor- 

and  cat>  by  dint  of  labour  and  tar,  on  the  outiide,  fo  as  to  ap- 

patience,  and  with  the  help  of  pear  neat,  and  fit  for  the  fervice 

one  fingle  iron  tool,  not  unlike  they  arc  defigned  for. 

their 
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•  their  vcffids,  but  cover  theiJi  with  ftraw,  and  fct  it  cm  firCj 
which  gives  them  a  black  colour,  without  glofe  or  vamlfh ; 
yet  with  thefe  poor  helps  they  can  produce  a  gfeat  variety  of 
veffels,  as  difhes,  platters,  pots,  pitchers,  pipkinS,  ^c.  of  a^ 
iizcs,  for  their  ufe  y. 
Other  We  might  go  on  in  the  fame  flratn  in  detbrilnng  thdr  ma- 

iraJes       fonry,  carpentry,  their  manufaAures  of  iron,  copper,  of  their 
tqually       various  Tyeapons  of  war,  and  muficai  ioftruments,  ^c,  thro' 
''*  ^*         sdi  which  runs  the  fame  rudenefs  and  want  of  genius  and  in- 
duftry  ;  but,  as  thefe  differ,  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the 
vaft  variety  of  nations  which  inhabit  this  fpacibus  contiaenfj 
whatever  we  think  worth  mentioning,  relating  to  thofe  par- 
ticulars, will  be  beft  deferred  till  we  come  to  the  refpeftive 
hiftories  of  fuch  kingdoms  and  people^    In  the  mean  tiiiie>  it 
will  not  be  improper  to  remind  our  readers,  that  what  we 
have  faid  of  the  indolence  and  want  e£  genius  and  induftry 
of  the  native  Jfricans ^  f^ttnds  no  farther  than  to  thofe  who    | 
Thecoaft'  inhabit  the  inland  parts  ;  thofe  who  live  on  the  coaA$  and    | 
irs  more     maritime  parts,  having  been  long  fince  allured  to  a  more  ac-* 
inJuftrious  ^lyt  and  laborious  life,  as  well  as  civilized  in  their  manners^ 
andci<vi'  ^y  theij.  frequent  commerce  with  the  Europeans  and  other 
hizedy        ftrangcrs.  And  here  emulation,  and  the^profpeft  of  gpin,  hky^ 
^^^^^^^*  helped  fo  far  to  diveft  them  t>f  their  high  opinion  Jand  con* 
^'    ^  ^*    ceit  of  thcmfclves  and  country,  that  they  have  not  cKfdained 
to  accept  of  all  the  helps  -  they  coftld  ^  from  foreigHer^ 
nor  Qven  to  be  jnore  than  ordinary  curious  in  finding  out 
all  the  moft  confiderable  improvements  they  had  made  ki  all 
trades  and  manufadbures,  in  order  to  make  them  as  much  as 
pofTible  their  own.     But  here,  though  their  fuccefs  hftth  fo 
»    ..  well  anfwered  their  expectations  in  every  refpeft,  that  one 

might  think  it  would  have  ftirred  up  the  reft  to  have  followed 
their  example,  feeing  it  plainly  (hewed  that  their  indoieiKre 
and  flupidity  was  more  owing  to  a  national  repugnance,  than    , 
to  want  of  capacity ;  yet  it  hath  had  a^juite  contrai-y  eflfeft  upoQ 
them  ;  and,  infteadof  a  laudable  emulation,  hath  produced  an 
cjntailed  and  irreconcileable  hatred,  contempt,  and  miftruft  bc^ 
tween  them,  without  abating  one  grain  of  the  averfenefs  t($ 
kbour  in  the  one,  or  adding  one  of  eiftulation  in  the  otRer ' 
towards  any  farther  degrees  of  iniprovement  than   thoic  • 
which  they  found  ready  made  to  their  hands. 

This  is  the. main,  difpofition  of  the  Moors  in  general ;  ^nd 
there  are  but  few  kingdoms  or  ftates  in  Africa  that  afFord  aa. 
exception  to  that  chara^er,  except  where  they  have  beea 
either  brought  under  a  foreign  yoke,  whether  of  the  Spani-^ 

^  ^  y  Cav Az> &  al.  ubi  fup,  ' 

mrds^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


C*  1.         A  gmtral  hifcription  tf  Africa.  33 

Atdsy  PortuguefCy  and  othtr  Europeans ^  the  weight  and  gall- 
ing of  it  hath  driven  them  into  ^in  unwelcome  aftivity,  or 
where  their  own  princes,  out  of  regard  to  their  o^n  intereft, 
as  well  as  complaifance  to  thofe  lefs  fev^re  companies  who  are 
fettled  among  them,  fuch  as  th«  Englijh,  French,  <yc.  have 
flirred  them  up  to  induftry,  by  more  humane  motives  and 
proper  encouragements.     For,  where  thefe  are  wanting,  or  -5*/^/ 
the  natives  find  themfelves  over-reached,  or  opprefled  by  the  ^^*^^^ 
factors  or  their  underlings,  as  is  but  too  frequently  done,  by  'Jl*  ^ 
enTarging  the  ufual  weights  and  meafures  of  the  commodi-  J^^^^' 
ties  told,  or  the  ftated  value  of  the  things  exchanged,  they 
commonly  refent  it  to  a  high  degree,  if  we  may  believe  their  Their 'vinr 
half-counti^an  Leo  *,  engrave  every  injury  done  to  them  on  diawe 
marble,  never  to  be  forgiven,  nor  fufHciently  retaliated  by  all  *^er. 
pofEble  ill  offices,  cheating,  and  treachery  in  their  power,  as 
.  we  ihall  fee.  under  the  next  article. 

The  commerce  of  this  part  of  the  world  was  but  incon-  The  com* 
fiderable  before  the  coming  of  the  Europeans  thither,  it  be*  merceof 
ing  chiefly  carried  on  by  and  with  the  Arabs,  Perjians,  Jr-  Africa. 
menians,  and  MohammcdanSy  and  mofUy  confined  to  the 
eaftern  coafts,  and  thofe  of  the  Red  Sea ;  but,  fmce  that 
time,  the  former,  Italians,  French,  Englijb,  Dutch,  ire.  as 
well  as  the  Spaniards  and  Portugue/e,  have  fettled  their  feve- 
ral  faftories  in  divers  parts  of  it  ;  the  latter,  by  their  early 
conquefls  and  fettlements,  have  carried  off  by  far  the  greateu 
Ihare  of  it,  as  will  be  fecn  in  the  fequel.     This  commerce 
cwififts  chiefly  in  gold,  flaves,  morphil,  or  ivory,  variety  of 
odoriferous  gums,  as  myrrh,  fraokincenfe,  befides  a  prodigi* 
ous  quantity  of  that  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  gum  ^ 
arable,  becaufe  firft  brought  hither  from  Jrabia,  and  faid  to  ^*^  ^^^ 
be  much  preferable  to  that  oi  Africa ;  though,  if  we  may  ^^'  farfyuri^ 
lieve  father  Labat,  they  are  the  very  fame,  and  all  the  difler-"^  i^  j^^ 
ence  between  the  former  and  the  latter  is  merely  accidental,  of  Africa* 
and  principally  owing  to  the  vafl  decay  of  its  traffic  in  Ara* 
bis,  ever  fincc  the  French  coofpany  hath  exported  fuch  vaft 
quantities  of  it  from  the  Senega  into  Europe,  from  which  the 
ProvenfaJs,  and  others,  who  imported  that  of  Arabia,  have 
taken  the  advantage  of  picking  out  only  the  beft  for  export, 
that  is^  that  which  is  mofl:  tranfparent,  clear,  in  the  largeft 
lumps,  and  freeft  from  drofs,  in  order  to  keep  up  its  old  re- 
putation,  and  exceffive  price  ;  whilfl  th€  Senega  coibpany, 
who  have  a  more  abundant  vent  for  it  all  over  Europe,  (end 
it  hither  unpicked,  and  jufl  as  the  Moors  bring  it  to  the  {su> 

*  African,  lib.  i.  in  fin  c,  ult. 
Mpt>.  Hist.  Vol.  XIV,  D  tories. 
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^ri^s  *•     An4  ^s  they  pur  chafe  it  from  them  for  mere  trifles^ 
fo  they  affprd  it  a  vaft  deal  cheaper  than  the  others  can  thdrs# 
We  fhall  not  b^rfe  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  various  ufes  it  is 
of  to  Europeans  f  »orcrfthe  many  medicinal  and  other  virtues 
M^hich  are  attr it^ut^d  to  it,  Mrhicb  have  ii^ade  them  fo  eager  to 
get  fettlements  along  that  river,  merely  for  the  fakeofit» 
Thf/re-    gainfal  traffic.     One  particular  ufe  we  cannot  forbear  ta^ng 
fuent  fo9d  notice  of,  which  the  moors ^  and  efpecially  the  N^roes,  make 
tftbt  Ni*  Qf  it^  bec^ufe  weknowof  no  other  author  but  the  laA  quoted 
^•*"^'        who  hath  mentioned  it ;  viz.  that  it  is  their  chief  provliioa 
when  they  travel,  and  at  other  times  too ;  and  that  not 
through  pinching  hunger,  but  choice.  They  craoch  it  in  their 
mouths  with  as  much  pleafure  as  a  boy  doth  a  fugar^  plumb  ^» 
It  e^tSy  however,  more  pleafantly  when  diluted  a  little  in  wa<* 
ter,  or  other  more  piilatable  liquor,  by  reaibn  of  ics  natu* 
ral  infipidity  ;  but  in  either  way  it  is  reckoned  a  wholfomc 
nourifhment. 
Ths  tru         The  tree  on  which  it  grows,  like  that  of  Jraiia,  is  fmall; 
and  its      Iwfliy,  and  thorny,  and  its  leaves  long  and  narrow,     Tha 
A^^^^»      blofToms  confiil  of  five  fmall  xvhite  leaves,  which  forma  kind 
jr   h^d    ^^  ^"P'  i^'^^  witli Hamina  of  the  fame  colour,  which loclofti 
^^'^^  ^  '   the  pod  in  ,which  the  feeds  arc  contained.     Thefe  are  fmall, 
rQund,  and  hard,  and  of  a  blackiih  colour,  and  fcrve  to  pro^' 
pagate  the  fpecies.     The  tree  yields  its  gum  either  by  natural 
^^anfpiration,  or  by  incifion,  twice  a  year,  between  the  twor^^ 
tropics.     There  are  whole  forefts  of  them  in  many  parts  of 
Africa,  efpecially  along  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Niger  op  Sana^ 
gay  where  feme  tribes  of  Aloors  and  Jrabs  inhabit,  the  for- 
mer in  villages,  and  the  latter  im  teats,  wh6  gather  and 
bring  it  to  the  European  fadtories,  as  well  as  to  other  inter- 
lopers, of  which  there  are  great  humbers,  as  well  a$  on  that 
of  Gambia^  who  will  run  any  rifk  for  that  gainful  commo- 
dity ^ 

Here,  probably,  the  reader  will  be  glad  to  know  in  vhatt 
the  great  profit  of  this  commerce  confifts,  and  what  ex- 
change is  given  to  the  natives  in  barter  for  this  Ufeful  drug  ^ 
to  whiich  end  we  fliall  here  fubjoin  a  tarif  of  it,  as  it  was  fbr- 
iperly  agreed  on  between  the  Dutch  company  of  Arguin^  and 
die  Moors',  when  they  were  ma^rs  of  that  fadlory  ob  the 

.  »  Relat.  d'Xfriq.  vol,j.  c.  19.  ^  Id.  ibij.  Ma^m.^i. 

&al.  ^  lid.  ibid«  vid.  ic  PAFP£a,DAViTY,LiKSf:HpT4 

ScaU  ^ 

isnger^ 
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i^^S^r  (I)-  '  J3"^  ^^  fl'^ft  obfer ve  that  the  gum  is  not  vended  ^hi  ex^ 
by  weight,  but  by  a  cubicu'ar  meafure,  which,  according  to  change  of 
agreemcem,  wai  to  conuin  220  lb.  Weight,  but  which  both  '^^^^ 
jtbey,  »  well  as  o^rh^  Europeans ^  h^ve  taken  ail  opportunities  ^^^* 
that  offered  to  enlarge,  as  well  as  to  leflcn  the  weight  or  mea- 
&re'of  whatever  they  give  them  in  exchange,  to  the  great  dif- 
like  and  mortifica^oa  of  theiWojrj,  who  would  mUch  more  glad- 
ly fee  thfimfclvesthefoleengroffersof  all  fuoh  laudablecuftom*^ 
than  be  forced  to  fubmit,  as  they  often  are,  to  thofe  which  the 
fadors  pradtiCp  againft  them.    However  that  be,  the  tarif,  if 
duly  executed)  w^  to  proceed  in  the  manner  and  proportion 
which  the  r^a^er .  >yil  find  in  the  margin  (K).     The  inter- 
lopers, who  traded   thither  under   the  proteftion  of  the 
Putcff  goreroxx.of  Jrguin^  or  Port reruiik^  to  w^hom  they  psud^ 
a  valuable  conTideration  for  it,  feem  likewife  to  hav^e  ha4 
their  particular  t^f  if  with  the  Moors,  and  we  are  told  that 
the  Kand^,  or  fqdare  meafure  they  bought  the  gum  by, 
at  the  laft  <:f  rthefe  ports,  contained  700  Ih.  wdght  of  it;  but 
vrhether*  they  procured  this  enlargement  by  an  equivalent^ 
or,  which  js  jaaore  probable,  by  fome  foul  praftice,  or  ftra- 
tagem,'  by  Avhich  tliofe  ignorant  people  might  be  eafily  over- 
reached, for  want  of  knowing,  or,  perhaps,  being  able  to 
comprehend  the  true  value  of  every  inch  added  to  the  origi- 
nal cubic,  our  author  doth  not  tell  us ;  but  gives  us,  in  gene* 
ral,  reafoa  enough  to  believe,  that  they  are  hardly  mor« 

(I)  That  is,  {om^  timt  before  Twelve  padlocks* 

the  year  i7a4#  whea  they  were  Two  ounces  of  coral. 

driven  out  of  it  by  the  French,  Four  copper  bafons. 

jDuder  the  ^o^nmand  of  Monf.  Haifa  yard  of  fine  cloth. 

Salvert^  the  fame  who  had  ta»  Three  quarters  of  a  yard  of 

ken  it  about  three  years  before,  common  cloth, 

bat    in  whofe  abfence  it  had  Two  bars  of  iron  flatted. 

been  retaken.     An  account  of  Three  ells  of  bays, 

this  fiege,  and  of  this  laft  fur-  Siac  yards  and  a  quarter  of 

Tender,  the  reader  may  fee  in  lirten  cloth,  cither  blae, 

the  ajuthoT  above  quoted  (i)*  ftriped,  or  chequered.           M 

(k)    Every   fuch   cubicular  ^^\ 
meafure;: callid  hy  them  Kan-  ..Where,  bv  the  way,  we  mu^^ 

i^r,  and  containing  full  220 /&.  obferve  the   ells  were  of  dlc^^ 

weigfaft  of  gpm,!  was.  to  bring  Dutch  kind*  and  frequently  fo^    , 

bacKinexchiinge:»eitl^era^^tf9(^  ihbrtened  into  the  bargain,  as 

piafter^  a  pi?<V^.  valued  at  about  to  be  hardly  equal  to  half  of  an 

4/.  6  i/.  Heriing,  or  an  cquiva-  Englijh  yard  (2). 

knt  in.  goods  at  the  rate  follpw*  . 
ing  ;  <vi%^  .;.,          > 

At.  «f  ^/y.  iW.  i.  adfn,  c.  i^.  f.  345,  Sf /«f. 

D  z  hone^ 
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honeft  in  thdr  dealings  than  the  fitftors  and  thdr  under- 
lings^. 
Prelints         BESIDES  the  rate  of  goods  mentioned  in  the  laft  note, 
made  to     for  every  Kandar  of  gnm  the  traders  m  it  are  obliged   to 
the  chiefs,  make  confiderable  prefenfs  to  the  chrefs  of  the  Moors  for  the 
liberty  of   the  commerce.      Thcfe  commonly  amonnt  to 
2400  Spanijh  piafters,  either  in  fpecie,  ol*one  half  in  goods, 
'  ad  valorem,  confining  in  blue  linen ;  in  vhich  exchange 
thofe  chiefs  feldom  foil  of  extorting  much  more  than  an  eqniva* 
lent,  and,  inftcad  of  7100,  make  them  pay9975lfvrc8,  befides 
i     a  farther  donative  of  other  goods,  introduced  of  hte  years,  to 
Other  fa-  ^^^  value  of  upwards  of  2870  livres.     To  thefe  if  weadd  the 
laries  and  interpreters  faiary,  at  the  rate  of  half  of  a  piafter /^r  day,  diar- 
charges,     ing  the   loo  days  which  the  fair,  or  exchange,  lafts;  and 
the  wages  of  the  laprots,   or  Moorijb  porters,  carriers,  and 
others,  who  help  to  load  and  unload,  at  the  rate  of  a  quar- 
ter of  a  piafter.y^^r  day,  for  the  100  diys  above-mentioned, 
'  the  total  of  which  four  articles  amounts  to  I4>4^  livres  and 
1 5  pence  ;  and  joined  to  the  before-mentioned  articles,  the 
Total        whole  amount  for  700,00c  ft.  weight  of  gum  will  only  be 
amount.     40,044  livres  French^  exclufive  of  the  charge  of  the  veflel  ^. 
And  thus  much  will  ferve  to  give  our  readers  a  notion  of 
that  gainful  commerce,  notwithftanding  the  extortions  of  the 
Moorijh  chiefs. 
Other fac*      OTHER  faftories  and  countries  differ  in  their  ctiftoms  and 
tories  in     tarifs,  both  with  refpeft  to  this  branch,  and  thofe  of  gold 
other         (juft^  flaves,'  amber,  and  other  drugs,  woods,  eSrc.  which  will 
f  laces.       be  better  feen  when  we  come  to  give  the  hiftory  of  each  par- 
ticular country  or  ftate.  All  that  needs  be  added  here,  under 
this  head,  with  refpeft  to  the  peculiar  advantage  of  the ,<^^r^i» 
traffic,  is,  that  it  promotes  a  vaft  confumption  and  vent  of  our 
European  commodities  and  manufaftures,  as  thofe  of  filken,j 
woollen,  linen,  and  dying,  thofe  of  iron  and  copper  wrought 
into  a  great  variety  of  utenfils,  as  pots,  bafons,  pans,  isc.  axes^ 
cutlafles,  fcimetars,  guns,  piftols,  and  other  fire-arms  (L), 

and 

^  Labat,  ubi  fup.  in  fin.  c.  i g.  •  Idem.  ibid. 

(L)    The    Dutch  arc  juftly  ftill  condnoc  to  do  fo.    How<^. 

cenfored  for  having  been  fome  ver,the  exceffive  heats,  damps, 

of  the  firft  who    Applied  the  and  fogs  of  that  country  ufa* 

Africans  with,  and  taught  them  ally  ruft  and  fooil  them  in  fe 

the  ufe  of,  them ;  and  it  were  little  time,    and  there  iis  fuch 

to  be  wilhed  they  had  been  the  a  fcarcicy  of  artifts  capable  of 

only  Europeans  who  did,  and  mendiogthcm; chat tiiey  become 

quickly 
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md  vtrarlike  weapons  and  ammunition,  as  alfo  knives,  fclflars,  Com/noM^ 
razors,  and  other  cutlery,  needles,  pins,  ribands,,  rings,  ear-  ttes^x- 
rings^  bracelets,  little  bells,  and  other  pedlary  ornaments  io^t^^^^^ 
the  women,  and  arooagft  them  fmall  looking-glafTes,  of  the^''^^  ^^" 
crdioary  fort,  beads,  bugks,  and  other  fuch  triAets,  of  all  ^^^* 
forts,  fixes,  and  cokrars,  befides  a  multitude  of  other  knick- 
knacks,  of  ^11  which  the  Moors  as  well  as  Arabs  are  excef* 
fively  fond,  and  greedily  exchange  -for  their  more  valuable 
ones ;  to  fay  nothing  of  brandy  and  other  diftilled  liquors, 
to  which  they  have  fuch  an  irrefiftible  liking,  that  they  will 
even  part  with  one  of  their  children,  that  is,  iellhim  for  a 
flave,  to  piirchafe  a  gallon  or  two  of  that  pernicious  commo- 
dity ^ 

We  have  now  gone  through  the  moft  general  heads  relat-  The  4^ 
ing  to  the  natives  of  Jfricay  to  whom  we  have  frequently,  ttnaion 
after  oUSkc  j^rican  writers,  given  the  name  of  Moors ^  as  betnveen 
reckoning  them,  if  not  certainly,  yet  with  great  probability,  to  '^'  Moors 
be  the  defcendants  of  thofe  who  formerly  inhabited  the  two  ^^^ * 
Mauritamasy  of  whom  we  have  given  a  ftiU  account  in  a  for-  ^^^^ 
mcr  part  of  this  work  «  ;  in  order  to  difUnguifti  them  from 
the  Araks^  4x  Saracens^  who  over-ran  the  eaftern  parts  of 
/^rica^  about  the  middle  of  the  7  th  century,  and  fpread  their 
oonquefts,  like  a  t^Hreat,  to  thefartheft  parts  of  its  weftern 
coafts,  and  have  been,  ever  fince,  fo  blended  with  them  both  ^   » 
there  and  on  the  eaftern  fide,  and  intermixed  fo  many  of  ^^^^  .   ^ 
their  cufloms  and  taanner  of  living,  according  as  either  of  ^^^^^^ 
them  got  the  maftery  over  the  other,  that  they  are  not  eafily 
to  be  diftinguiflaed,  though  they  themfelves  know  each  other 
perfe^ly  well.     And  hence  it  is,  that  feme  of  the  latter  for- 
fook  their  w^dering  life,  and  fetded  in  towns  and  villages ; 
whilfl  the 'former  exchanged  their  fettled  habitations  for  a 
wandering  life,  and  have  continued  in  the  fame  to  this  day*  Honudif- 
Hence  it  is  likewife,  that  many  of  our  African  writers  make  thguijhed 
no  other  difference  between  Arabs  and  Moors,  but  that  which  byautborsm 
refults  from  their  origin  and  ntvf  African  habitations,  fuppofi ng 
thena  to  be  both  of  Saracenic  extraft ;  whilft  the  original  ^ri^ 
cam  ai£  confounded  and  lofl;  between  the  two  names.  To  this 

^  Vid,  Leo  African.  Grammay,  Sanut,  Marmol,  &  al. 
c  See  Anc.  ^ift.  vol.  xviii.  p.  i73»  &  feq.  p.  2779  &  ieq.  &  p, 
370,  &  feq. 

quickly  unfit  for  afe,  and  are  ally  between  the  two  tropics ; 
thrown  afide  and  negleded,  and  which  occadons  the  demand  for 
their  old  ones  come  again  into  them  to*  be  much  lefs  than  it 
vogue.  This  is  the  cafe  in  would  be  if  they  knew  better 
moil  countries  oiA/Htay  efpeci*    how  to  preferve  them. 

D  J  we 
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wc  may  add,  that  by  the  word  MauFy  or  Maufe^'vs  ooax- 
monly  underftood  by  them,  of  late,  wytm>  jtfricarif  bat  a 
profeflbr  of  Mohammedifm  ;  and  that  roilttiai  Maure  is  to  tnirn 
Mohammedan  (M),  whatieveir  \is  might  have  meaot  before. 
Jt  is  true,  ind^,  that  thefe  y^ra^jwcr^f  the  people  whc.firft 
introduced  Mohammedifm  into  thi$  country  5  but  it  would 
be  abfurd  to  fuppofe  that  they  could.;cx4!irpaite  all  the  old 
inhabitants^  if  they  had  all  been  .determined  to  oppofe  i«, 
which  is  very  improbable.  And  it  would  then  be  more  rea- 
fonable  to  think,  that  a  .great  number. of.  them  would  ha<ve 
naturally  endeavoured,  eafy  as  it  was  for  them,to  fave  tkem^ 
felves  by  flight,  and  find  a  fafe  retreat  among  the  vaft  ridgefi 
of  almoft  inacceflible  mountains  which  extend  themfelv-te 
through  feveral  parts  of  that  vaft  country.  And  this  It  is 
which  hath  made  fome  authors  fuppofe  that  the  Berheres^ 
now  fettled  on  and  about  the  Greater  and  Leffer  Atlas^  were 
fome  of  thofe  native  fugitives ;  though  nothing  can  be  coft* 
eluded  about  them  with  any  certainty  ^. 

But  be  that  how  it  will,  we  are  pretty  fure  that  the 
Africans  did  not  receive  either  Mohammed's  Korarty  or  thd 
manners  and  cufloms  of  his  followers,  but.by  mere  force  5 
and  it  cannot  be  fuppoied  to  have  been  a  fmall  one,  which 
could  caufe  ,fo  great  and  extenfive  a  change,  even  to  the  very 
language  among  fuch  a  variety  of  nations-;  and  thii?  not  \vt 
Africa  alone,  but  in  Syria,  Paleftine,  Mefopotdmiay  and  othes^ 
parts  of  Afia,  where  Mohammedifm  had  token  root ;  we  mean 
the  Arabic^  as  the  only  natural  tongue  of  the  three  Arabias^ 
but  fince  fprjead  through  all  thofe  regions,  as  well  as  thre>*' 
Tripoly,  Tmiis^  Algiers,  Egypt,  Morocco,  and  other  vaft  tra<5l9; 
which  lie  between  the  Nile  and  the  Niger,  and  even  to  the 
coafts  of  Ahex  and  Ajan,  ^c.  in  all  which,  though  it  i^ 
not  fpoken,  with  the  fartie  purity,  but  i!s,  in  many  of  them, 
disfigured  by  a  variety  of  dialedl;?,  it  is  yet  eafily  diftmgmflied 

*  De  his,  conf.  aud*  fap.  citat.  Dapper^  La  bat,  &  al. 


(M)  It  is  accordingly  report- 
ed of  Mu/ey  IJhmael,  the  bloody 
king  of  Morocco,  that  when  two 
run- away  Chriftiah  flaves  v/ere 
brought  oefore  hini,  he  flretch- 
cd  his  lance  againll  them,  and 
cried*  Mtf«r^  ;  that  is,  turn  Mo- 
hdmmedan,  Ujpon  which  one  of 
them  immediately  anfwered, 
Maure  Sfdy,  that  i8,  I*wiII  turn, 

mj  lord.  The  other>  oa  the  con- 


.  trary,  opened  his  breaft  to  him, 
and  faid,  Strike,  Sir,  I  am  a 
Chrifiian*  Upon  which  the 
king  threw  down  his  lance,  fay* 
ing,  1[hat  dog  of  a  Chrifiian 
fwants  me  tofwve  him  from  going 
into  hdl,  (alluding  to  a  belief 
which  is  very  rife  amonefl  hig 
fabjeftsj  that  thofe  who  die  by 
his  hand  go  dire6lly  to  heaven) 
and  rode  awa/. 

und<^ 
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dnder  all  thofe  difguife$,  and  erery-where  prefenred  niore  of  * 
Ma  pure  amotig  atl  that  raft  multitude  of  nations  i^  peof4e; 
fo  that  it  is  juitiy  efleemed  the  mod  exteofive  tongue  in  the 
wbcde  world  '\    But  what  hath  contributed  moft  to  its  pr^  Evwfrg' 
fer^ationi  is  the  Abro^'s  being  written  in  that  one  onljr,  whichy^''w</. 
is  tb^efor6  become  the  learned  tongue  of  all  the  Mohamme- 
4ans\  and  that  in  which  that  book  is  to  be  read  to  the  peo- 
gie,  and  expounded  by  their  doftors  to  thofe  who  do  not  un- 
derftand  the  fenfe  of  it. 

But  hfere  it  riiuft  be  owned,  that  thofe  dbftbrs,  in  iftoft  Arab  ma* 
{Jans  of  Africa,  are  niuch  more  ignorant  of  thdr  religion  rabnts 
than  thi^e  in  j^rabia,  Syria,  and  other  parts  of  j^^a.     Wc^S"^'"^^* 
have  ab^dy  fpoken  of  them  under  the  name  of  marabouts,  C"^^']'^' 
they  beitig  the  chief  teachers  and  preachers,  as  well  among  the  h't^^^^'** 
M6hixmBfnidan  Moors  and  Negroes,  as  among  the  Arabs,  and 
are,  for  the  moft  part,  neither  more  learned,  fincere,  nor  honeft 
than  they,  making  the  like  great  ihew  and  pretence  of  fanftity, 
mortlEcation^  and  devotion,  fcarce  ever  beginning  or  ending 
a  period  in  their  preaching  without  the  name  of  God  and 
Mohammed',  but  in  their  hearts  are  treacherous,  tyrannical, 
ambidous,  cruel,  and  vindiftive.     They  difplay  a  great  zeal 
for  mdkiiig  profelytes  among  the  Negroes  ;  and  having  once 
jjrevailed  upon  them  to  be  circumcifed,  and  taught  them,  a 
ttvr  prayers  and  legal  ceremonies  out  of  the  Koran  (not  with- 
out a  great  many  fuperftitious  ones  of  their  ov/n,  and  foreigii 
to  their  law)  they  think  they  have  done  enough  for  them, 
and  leave  them  to  fhift  for  themfelves.     One  would  be  apt 
however  to  imagine,  they  have  fome  fecret  meafts  to  fix  them 
in  their  faith;  feeing  it  rarely  happens,  we  are  told,  that  any 
of  that  nation,  light  and  inconftant  as  they  are,  ever  changes 
that  religion  for  another,  after  they  have  been  once  circum- 
cifed ^*  .   .     -  ^ 

We  have  given,  in  a  former  part  of  this  work,  a  full  ac-  Arabt, 
count  of  the  modern  Arabs,  their  extraft,  tribes,  govern-  *^^^^  '^- 
ment,   laws,  chiefs,  wars,  manners,  and  way  of  life  * ;  from  ''.   ^  ^^ 
which  it  appears,  in  all  thefe  refpefts,  ekcepting  that  of  reli-    '^''* 
gion,  they  have  never  deviated  from  the  primitive  practices  of 
their  progenitor,  during  the  long  fpace  of  near  four  thoufand 
years,  according  to  the  celebrated  predi^ion  of  the  angel  to 
his  mother  ".     Thofe  that  invaded  and  fettled  themfelves  in 
this  country  of  Africa,  being  defcended  from  them,  and 

*  Dehac,  vid.GRAMMAY,  Jarric,  Leo  ApRtCAVvs,  MaiF- 
MOL,  Davity,  Dapper,  &  alib.  mult.  ^  Labat,  ubi  fup, 

vol..  i.  c.  20.  *  Ancient  Hiftory,  voL  xviii.  p.  374,  &  feq. 

*^  Geneiis/xvi..io.&&q.  \  ^  * 
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brought  up  in  the  fame  way,  have  not  proved  altogether  fo 
tenacious  of  it  as  they ;  but  feme  part  of  them  have  been  pre- 
vailed upon,  whether  out  of  neceifity  or  choice,  to  degenerate 
from  it  more  or  lefs ;  fo  that  they  appear  fince  as  divided  into 
three  clafles,  between  whom  there  hath  not  fubfifled,  iince 
jTfy  haU'  that  difici^ence,  either  commerce  or  friendihip  ;  but,  on  the 
ful  to  each  contrary,  fuch  a  fettled  hatred  and  contempt  for  each  other, 
•tUr.    -  .^  h2it[^  quite  erafed  all  the  relics  of  their  antient  confangui- 

nity. 
fW»  The  firft  of  thcfc  clafles  is  of  thofe  who  have  wholly  aban- 

Arabs  doned  their  old  wandering  life,  and  fettled  themfelves  in 
mihydeffifm  towns  and  villages,  where  they  apply  themfelves  to  traffic, 
^*  and  fome  forts  of  manufaftures,  or  handicrafts.     But  thefe 

are  the  lead  numerous,  and  the  moft  defpifed,  of  the  three. 
>\mongft  them  are  fome  who  apply  themfelves  to  learning, 
and  frequent  the  courts  of  princes  ;  on  which  account,  it  is 
likely,  the  whole  tribe  or  clafs  is  branded  with  thevname  of 
Hadaran^  or  courtiers,  and  looke^  upon  by  the  reft  with  the 
utmoft  contempt,  as  the  moft  degenerate  from  the  nobility  of 
their  anceftors  ;  efpecially  on  account  of  their  frequent  inter- 
marriages with  the  Africam  ". 
Arab^r^-      The  fecond  clafs  is  that  of  thofe  who  have  fixed  habita- 
zitrs  dt'    tions,  and  employ  themfelves  in  agriculture,  and  breeding  of 
^Jid,        camels,  horfes,  and  cattle  of  all  Torts,  and  in  large  quanti- 
ties.    Thefe  are  likewife  defpifed  as  baftards  and  fpurious, 
unworthy  of  the  name  oi  Jrabs.     Among  thefe  we  may 
^reckon  thofe  who  live  between  Numidia  and  Libya^  who  are 
wild  and  brutifti,  as  well  as  more  ftout  and  martial,  yet  carry 
on  a  great  traffic  into  Negrolandof  Barbary  horfes  and  camels 
of  their  own  rearing,  and  are  exceffive  fond  of  hunting  wild 
aflcs,  oftriches,  and  other  wild  creatures  ». 
Wdndertng     BuT  the  moft  confiderable  clafs,  and,  in  their  own  reckon- 
Ariri)s  the  ing,   the  only  one  that  deferves  that  name,  is  that  of  thofe 
mofidigm-  who  live  in  defarts  and  tents,  and  In  a  ftate  of  freedom,  fcorn- 
/r^»  ing  all  fubjeftion  to  any  but  their  own  Cheyks,  or  chiefs  of 

their  tribes  or  families.  This  is  a  privilege  they  claim  as 
granted  to  their  progenitor  by  God  himfel^  and  defcended 
from  him  to  his  numerous  pofterity.  No  wonder,  there- 
fore, they  have  been  always  fo  jealous  of  it,  that,  as  we  have 
fully  proved  in  another  part  of  this  work  p,  they  have  never 
been  fubdued  to  this  day,  by  any  potentate  or  conqueror, 
though  many  confiderable  and  ftrenuous  attempts  have  beea 
made  by  feveral  emperors  and  other  powerful  princes,  not 

*  ■  Marmol  Afric.  lib.  i.  e.  27.  «  Id,  ibid.  Dappir, 

M  A  '  Anc.  HiH.  vol.  xx.  p.  367 — 376. 
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only  to  fabdue,  but  even  to  extirpate,  them,  on  account  of  Irv# 
th«r  continual  robberies,  depredations,  and  plundering  way  wbelly  up* 
of  life ;  for  which  they  were  the  more  hated  as  well  as  dread-  Mpiundir* 
cd  by  the  reft  of  the  world,  as  they  claimed  a  divine  charter 
for  it  as^  derived  to  them  from  I/bmael%  who  was  according- 
ly turned  out  of  his  father's  houfe,  without  portion  or  other 
inheritance,    than   that  of   his  fword    and  bow,  and  the 
fyoils  of  other  nations.     Juftly,  therefore,  were  fuch  proferf  ^   tj   i 
ed  robbers  (for  even  the  holy  fcripture  gives  them  that  in-  V    iltji 
femous  title  (N)  every-where  detcfted  as  a  nuifance  to  man- JIl^,^  '. 
kind. 

This  is  one  main  motive  of  their  chufing  to  live  in  tents, 
and  to  change  their  habitations  ;  for  ihould  they  venture  to 
Ihntthemfelvesup  in  towns,  they  know  but  too  well  what 
rilk  they  would  run  continually  of  being  furprifcd,  and  how 
dreadful  the  confequence  would  be  to  them  and  their  fami- 
lies, if  they  fell  into  ftrange  hands,  who  never  gave  quarter 
to  thoffe  that  fell  into  theirs.     So  that  their  life  is  a  life  of  ♦ 

conftant  fear  and  dread  :  they  muftbe  ever  upon  the  watch, 
and  ready  to  take  the  alarm,  whether  it  be  to  fall  foul  on 
fome  new  booty,  or  to  avoid  fome  threatening  danger ;  and, 
if  the  latter,  they  muft  make  all  poflible  difpatch  to  decamp, 
and  go  in  fearch  of  fome  new  (helter  for  themfelves,  their 
wives,  children,  cattle,  and  all  their  other  wealth,  and  lum- 
ber, all  which  they  muft  take  with  them ;  and,  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  are  provided  with  camels  and  other  beafts  of  burden. 
And  this  likewife  obliges  them  frequently  to  fhift  their 
camps,  in  queft  of  frefti  pafture ;  without  which  it  would  be 
impofiible  for  their  numerous  herds,  and  even  for  themfelves, 
to  fubiift,  becaufe  their  milk  is  the  main  part  of  their  fufte- 

9  Genefis,  xvi.  12, 

(N)  God,  by  the  roanth  of  the  vulgate  Latin  hath  omitted 

one  of  his  prophets,  compares  that  allofion,  and  tranflated  the 

the  idolatrous  inhabitants  ofje-  word,  Latro^  a  thief,  er  highway 

Tujalem  to  an  Arabian^  waiting  robber ;  but  neither  of  them  are 

in  the  wildernefs,  watching  for  agreeable  to  the  Mehrt^  im* 

his  fpoil  (4).     The  Septuagint,  port,  which  is,  that  of  one  of 


whether  out  of  regard  to  thole  t^efe  Arabs  we  are  now  fpeak- 

defccndants  ixom  IJhtnaely   the  inj;of,whoan  make  aprofeffion 

fon  o^Ahraham  by  Hagar,  or  on  of  living  altogether  upon,  and 

acconnt  cf  the  fimilitade  of  the  muft  be  of  courfe  ever  watching 

word,  have  turned  the  name  for,  frelh  plunder. 
Uarabi  into  that  of  a  crow,  and 
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Vheir tents  mncc^^     Thefe  frequent  decampments  oblige  them  more- 

and  hail'  over  to  have  their  tents  made  as  light  as  poiSbie ;  and  thcfc 

ff^'^^jL     were  of  two  forts,  the  one  made  of  camels  and  go^ts  hair, 

jiiUdfbr   i^yhich  It  is  the  bufinefs  of  the  women  to  card,  fpin,  and 

thetrfri'  ^^ave,  and  which  they  do  wkh  fuch  exquifite  niccnefs,  tha^ 

^Mntnto*  Yx^x.  as  they  are,  they  are  proof  againft  the  l^eavieft  rains, 

which  fall,  in  inoft  parts  oi  Jfrica^  very  heavy  and  violent, 

during  fomc  certain  feafons.     The  other  fort  are  rather  a 

portable  kind  of  huts,  made  of  the  barks  of  trees,  or  of  fome 

proper  woods,  and  fo  contrived  as  to  be  quickly  fet  up  or 

taken  down,  and  laid  on  a  camel's  back.     Both  forts  are  of  a 

round  form,  and  end  in  a  cone,  under  which  is  placed  the 

thimney,  which  ferves  them  alfo  inftead  of  windows,  to  let 

the  air  and  Hglitb,  there  being  no  other  way  for  them  tocome 

in  at  but  that  and  the  door,  which  is  fo  low^  that  one  mnft 

ftoop  quite  double  to  go  in  and  out  j  and  both  that  and  the 

chimney  muft  be  clofe  Hopped  in  the  time  of  the  great  raias, 

or  in  exceflive  cold  weathei*,  which  they  have  at  feme  feafons 

of  the  year,  even  where  they  lie  between  the  two  tropics,  as  we 

have  already  f^cn  f^  and  Ihall  have  further  occaiioa  to  ihew 

in  the.fequel'. 

TiiosE  who  live  in  towns  and  villages,  and  are  more  at 
their  eafe,  have  their  tents  and  habitations  much  more  conve- 
Ohhng  nient  and  fpacious.  Thefc  are  of  an  oblong  oval  figure,  and 
tentt.  fupported  in  the  center  by  one,  two,,  or  three  Handing  poft^, 
on  \^hich  the  whole  fabric  depends.  They  are  made  larger 
or  finaller  according  to  the  number  of  people  in  the  family, 
and  divided  into  feveral  apartments  only  by  carpets,  which 
may  be  drawn  clofe  or  open  at  pkafure*  Some  have  befidea 
leflTer  tents  or  huts  for  the  women  and  children,  cfpccially 
when  the  family  is  large. 

^HE  pillars  which  fupport  the  whole  are  about  ten  feet 
high,  and  three  or  four  inches  in  diameter,  and  full  of  hooks, 
on  which  they  hang  their  cldthefs,  atms,  faddk^,  bafket^,  ^d 
other  lumber  ;  as  for  the  reft  of  their  houftiold  furniture  it 
is  prfctty  much  of  the  fame  homely  nature  with  that  of  th^ 
African  M6oirSs  lately  defcribed  *.  They  lie  horizontally 
an  the  bare  floor,  or  on  a  mit,  or,  at  beft,  a  carpet  or 
Ikin,  without  pillow,  mattrafs,  or  other  covering  than  their 
hayks,  which  they  wear  about  them.  Thofe  who  are  mar* 
Ked  have  each  a  corner  or  nook  of  the  tent  cantoned  ofFj 
whilft  the  reft  lie  in  any  other  part,  whether  middle  or  fides, 
fhey  can  find.-  So  that,  upon  the  whole,  thefe  tents>  on  the 
'  Marmol,  Leo  Africanus,  GRAMTitAY,  Davfty,  Dap- 
per, OoiLVY,  La  Croix,  Labat,  Linschot,  &  al.  plur. 
t  Vid.  p.  1 3.  •  lid.  ibid.  •  Set  before,  p.  32,  &  feq. 
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oufciidey  re&mfoie  i»ucb  the  fignre  of  a  fhip  turned  ttpGik  figure  ok 
down,  and  in   the;  infide    a  liiiBber-r<!)om,  wherein  mcii,  the  autfide 
women,' childreiii  harfo^  ife.  ar«  alJ  ft(wed  together  pellmell,  ^'^  *nfidg. 
in  the  manner  nire  hare  defcribed  f. 

The  women  have  Bot  only  the  ibie  care  aiid  managemeot  Sla'OiJh 
of  thcfe  hoofes,   and  of  the  reft  of  the  family  affairs,  but  ^^pioy-  . 
defcen^  Hkewife  to  the  moft  flavi/h  employments,  much  ^^*'^?/^ 
after  theJ  feme  maimer  as'  t;hofe!  of  the  Moors  ^    They  grind,       ***'•" 
bake,  brew,  and  drcfs  all  the  nfluals-  for  the  houftiold  $  they  ^^*' 
fetch  wood  and  water  iot  thdr  fervice,  and  milk  the  cattle : 
they  dcr  not  indeed  dig,  fowy  and  reap,  like  the  Moori/h 
wiyesy  becanie  thefe  Arabs  neither  allow  of  it,,  nor  ftay  long 
enongh  in  one  place  to  reap  the  benefit  of  it ;  bur,  iilftead 
of  it,  they  take  the  whole  care  of  their  hnlbands  horfes,  ejc-" 
e^t  that  of  mounting  them  \  they  feed^  curry,  and  c^mb,- 
bridle  and  faddle  them,  ready  for  them.     The  huts,  or  tents, 
are  kept  as  mean  \ndthin  as  they  appear  without ;  the  4^iibs' 
zSbR\sLg  the  utmoft  plainnefs  in  their  furniture  of  them,  fo^ 
they  be  neat  and  clean.    Their  hearths'  are  in  the  inlddle  of 
the  tent,  round  which  they  fit,  eal,  drink,  and  fmoak  in  the 
day,  and  lie  and  fleep  at  nights,  and  upon  no  better  beds  than 
mats,  or  at  beft  the  fufs  of  wild  beafts  which  they  kill  in 
hunting.     The  reft  of  their  furtiiture  i^  chiefly  that  of  the? 
kitdien,  and  confifts  in  fome  few  pots,  pans,  dirties,  plates, 
a  wooden  peftle  and  tnort^r  to  poiand  their  maize^  and  por-^ 
table  ovens  to  bake  in  *.     If  they  ^te  extravagant  in  any  thing 
it  is  in  their  own  drefs,  and  that  of  their  women,  the  fnmpter 
^d  ornaments  of  their  horfes  and  weapons ;  on  all  whifeh  they 
beftow  the  greateft  coft  they  can  afford^  in  gold,  filver,  and 
precious  ftones,  according  to  their  rank  and  wealth. 

Their  women,  above  all,  ar^  fond  cf  adorning  themfdves  r\  r     4 
about  the  head,  neclc,  arms,  and  legs,  with  gold  chaias,  pearls,     ^^  ^ 
beads  of  fereral'  rich  materials,  and,  whcare  thefe  cannot  be  had,  oftht<uoo^ 
with  thofe  of  coral,  chryftal,  bugles,  and  other  trinkets  of  a  ^^^ 
more  ordinary  nature  ;  the  greateft  part  of  which  aire  the 
prodiift  of  their  plundering  trade,  or,  at  beft,  of  their  com- 
merce with  other  Africayis  ;  in  which  thefe  feldom  part  with 
aay  gold,  but  get  as  much  as  they  can  from  them,  and  befto\(r 
the  greateft  part  of  it  in  rings,  ear-rings,  collars,  bracelets-, 
and  other  ornaments  for  their  wives  Jtnd  daughters  ".•     All 
the  -three  clafies  of  ^^rah  have  one  good  quality  witfh  fegard  ' 
t0  their  wives ;  viz.  that,   exceptlrig  the  flaviih  Work  they* 
^  lay  upon  them,  they  are,  in  all  other  refpefts,  Very  fond  and 

t  Shaw's  Travels,  p.  291, &  feq.&  al.  fup.  citat.        *  Id.ibid. 
*  lism,  ibid,  k  al»  fuf .  «ic» 
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HnJbands  obliging  to  them.    Even  thofe  we  ftyle  of  the  wandering 
kind  and    kind,  in  fpight  of  their  natural  fiercenefs,  are  moft  obliging 
Miging  to  to,  and  tender  of  them  ;  and  it  is  feldom  known  that  they 
*^  A  /■  ^^^^'^^  ^^  except  they  give  them  caufe  of  jealoufy  ;  and 
r'^Th      ^^^^  *^  ^^^^  ^^^  thchufbaad  needs  not  ufeany  other  feverity 
tunifbir  ^^*^  '^  ^^^^  *^^^  ^^  ^^  parents  or  relations,  who  will  not  fail, 
'    if  (he  be  guilty,  to  revenge  the  affront  done  to  him  and  her  fa- 
mily, withpoifon,  a  dagger,  or  fome  other  fpeedy  death; 
the  dread  of  which  makes  them  fo  exceedingly  reierved  and 
cautious  of  giving  the  leaft  umbrage,  that  inAances  of  that 
kind  are  feldom  heard  (^  amongft  them.     This  is^  the  more 
extraordinary,  cpnfidering  the  heat  of  their  country,  which  is 
foapt  to  kindle  fuch  a  fpirit  of  jealoufy  in  the  men^  and  that 
of  intrigue  and  wantonnefs  in  the  women,  as  is  commonly 
attended  with  the  worft  and  moft  dreadful  confequences,  oi 
which  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  give  pregnant   examples 
among  the  Turks  and  Moors ^  and  even  in  much  more  moderate 
climates ;  whilft  thofe  of  either  clafs  of  the  Arabs  are  here 
every- where  free  from  fuch  family  diforders,  and  their  wives 
extolled  for  their  conjugal  loyalty,  prudence,  and  referved 
behaviour. 

These  neVer  appear  abroad  without  their  veils,  which  are 

large  enough  to  cover  their  faces  and  hand^;  and  ftir  not  out, 

Vnlefs  when  the  cares  or  affairs  of  the  family  oblige  them  to 

Rtfirved'  It.     And  fuch  is  the  refervednefs  of  the  men,  that  they  al- 

tufso/the  ways  turn  afide  whenever  they  meet  with  any  in  iheir  way; 

nvomen.     yhich  is  an  effeftual  means  to  prevent  jealouiies  and  quarrels 

between  the  huibands ;  who,  on  their  part,  feem  fo  combined 

in  this  refpeft  agiiinft  all  accidents  of  this  kind,  that,  if  any 

of  them  (hould  be  obferved  to  caft  the  leaft  indecent  glance 

upon  any  of  that  fex,  he  muft  expeft  nothing  but  to  be 

publicly  expofed,    if  not  feverely  puniftied  for  it  by  her 

relations.     Their  houfes,  or  tents,  in  which  the  women  live, 

Vomn     are  interdifted  to  all  men  except  their  huft>ands  ;  and  if  any 

t^mtted   of  thefe  are  fo  poor  a*  not  to  have  a  feparate  tent,  or  hut, 

into  their  for  their  wives,  they  will  fooner  be  contented  to  receive  their 

^fV*^*        Vifitors,  or  tranfadl  any  bufinefs  without, in  the  open  air,  than 

to  fufFcr  them  to  come  in,  unlefs  it  be  a  parent,  or  very  near 

relation  '^. 

And  hence  it  is  that  we  do  not  meet  with  any  author  of 
credit  who  pretends  to  tell  us  whether  they  are  handfomc 
or  homely  ;  yet,  if  one  may  guefs  of  them  by  the  men  and 
boys,  who  are  generally  well  fhaped  and  featured,  though 
the  former  fcarcely  exceed  the  middle  fize,  one  may  reafon- 

^Marmoli  Leo  African.  Gramma y,  &  aU  fup.  citat. 
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I  :^>iy  fuppofe  their  females  to  be  no  lefs  agreeable  m  propor-  GnR^/nrf - 
f  don,  though  both  fexes  are  of  a  very  fwarthy  complexion,  •^fiMtr* 
and  the  men  probably  more  fo  than  the  women,  being  com-  *h*fi>'^9 
mooly  more  expofed  than  they  to  the  burning  rays  of  the-^*'*'**'» 
fun*.  *^- 

Next  to  their  wives  the  Arabs  fet  the  greateft  value  on,  and  Fondftefi 
have  (hewn  a  more  than  ordinary  fondaefs  for,  their  horfes,  or,  for  their 
to  fpeak  more  truly,  of  their  mares,  which  they  greatly  prefer  to  martu 
their  horfes,  not  only  on  account  of  their  milk,  which  is  part  of 
their  meat  and  drink,  but  much  more  on  account  of  their  colts, 
which  are  in  fuch  high  requeft,  that  they  fell  them  for  very 
confiderable  fums«  Add  to  this,  that  their  mares  are  found  to  Let  them 
be  more  lively,  gentle,  traftable,  and  fure  footed.  Thcfe  they //>  in  their 
admit  into  their  tents,  and  fufifer  them  and  their  colts  to  Yit  tents  nmth 
pelimell  with  their  wives  and  children,  either  loofe,  or  at  moil  '^"" 
i  with  their  colt  tied  by  one  leg  to  fome  of  the  tent  pofts  ;'^f^'^ 
whilft  the  old  ones,  when  lain  down,  commonly  fcrve  for^^'^^^ 
a  bolfter   or  pillow  /or  their  mailer's  children,   without 
any  accident  or  danger.     In  return  for  this  fingular  gentle- 
ncfs,  their  mailers  take  delight  in  loading  them  with  carefles 
and  fweet  kifles,  of  which  thofe  creatures  feem  exceffively 
fond,  as  well  as  other  marks  of  iheir  love,  and  even  feek  them 
out,  when  at  liberty,  and  court  them  for  frefti  inftances  ofit^ 

They  ?re  no  lefs  nice  and  careful  in  the  choice  and  pre-  Keep  th^. 
jfervation  of  their  breed,  and  no  lefs  exaA  in  keeping  thtgeneedQ^ 
genealogy  of  their  horfes  than   theif  own ;  for  it  is  that^<^/« 
principally  which  raifes  the  value  of  them,  efpecially  when 
the  owner  can  make  it  appear  that  any  of  them  is  fleet 
enough  to  beat  an  ofirich  in  a  race.     They  are  in  general 
neither  very  high  nor  fat,  but  are  well  Ihaped  and  fleek,  and 
are  ealily  kept  fo.    They  are  never  (hod ;  their  common  food  Thein 
isgrafs  half  dried  and  a  quantity  of  large  millet;  and,  in  they^^i^ 
fpring,  they  are  put  tografs  for  a  montSi,  during  which  they 
are  never  mounted. 

The  ufual  drefs  of  the  men  is  a  kind  of  Ihirt  next  to  theDr^  of 
fldn,  and  a  large  pair  of  drawers,  long  enough  to  cover  xhtixthe  mem  qf 
ankles,  the  Ihirt  hanging  over  the  drawers  about  two  inches''««^« 
above  the  knees.     Over  this  the  richer  fort  wear  a  kind  of 
ihort  jacket,  which  they  call  kaftan,  with  long  and  narrow 
fleeves,  and  without  hooks  or  buttons,  but  which  lappeth 
over  their  breaA,  and  is  girt  with  a  broad  fafli,  which  goes 
fi^eral  times  round  their  body.     This  kaftan  is  commonly 
of  fcHne  fine  cloth  or  ferge ;  and  fometimes,  though  rarely,  <^ 
filk ;  but  among  the  meaner  fort,  of  a  blue  or  black  cotton 

•   «  lid.  ibid.  3^  Labat,  &  aj.  fup.  citat. 

doth; 
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cloth  :  as  for  the  poorer  fort,  they  wear  neither  kaftan  i»>r  ] 
ftiirt,  but  covisr  their  bodies  with  an  ordinary  linen  cloch^j 
over  their  drawers.  As  they  have  not  the  ufe  pf  belts,  they  ^ 
commonly  wear  one  or  two  cntlafles  fl«<ri|:  in  between  thi 

JTirdie  and  the  kaftan,  and  in  the  fame  manner  they  wear  their 
cimetars ;  but  this  laft  is  only  worn  in  time  6f  need.    Their 
girdles,  which  are  long  and  wide,  arc  either  of  filk  or  coU 
ton,  and  knit  in  a  kind  of  net-work  by  the  women,  or  of 
foine  foft  thin  kind  of  leather,  cudoufly  embj'oidered  by 
them.     1  hey  hang,  befides,  to  their  girdles  their  purfes  and 
handkerchiefs ;  the  former  of  which  ferve  inftead  of  pockets, 
wherein  they  put  their  pipes,  tobacco,  and  other  neceflary 
things  ;  the  lattier  ferves  them  likewife  inftead  of  towels  to 
wipe  their  hands,  faces,  and  blow  their  nofes  in  5  upon  which 
account  the  politer  fort  chufe  to  have  two,  and  the  reft  con*- 
tent  themfelves  with  having  them  made  longer  than  broad, 
and  allot  each  part  of  it  to  its  refpeftive  ufe.     The  ufe  of 
ftpckens  is  hardly  known  in  Jfricay  except  among  the  Eura^ 
feans  ;  and,  inftead  of  fhoes,  they  v/ear  a  kind  of  focks  of 
fine  red  Monkco  leather,  which  reach  up  to  the  ankle  ;  and 
fome  of  the  better  fort  have  a  kind  of  flat  pumps  over  them^ 
of  the  fame  leather  and  colour,  when  they  go  abroad  ;  and 
when  they  ride  they  flip  on  a  thin  pair  of  boots  of  the  fame 
manufafture:  but   the  common   people  ufually  go    bare- 
legged and  bare-headed ;  and  in  fome  parts  of  Jfrica^  as  iift 
Abtjjmia^  none  but  the  emperor  himfelf,  or  thofe  who  arf 
privileged  to  it  by  him,  are  allowed  t©  wear  any  thing  over 
their  heads.     But  it  is  other\vife  with  the  ArahSy  efpecially 
thofe  of  the  wandering  clafs,  who  live  at  large,  and  ^vdiofe 
Cheyks,   or  diiefs,  and  other  diftingui(hed  officers,  adora 
their  heads  with  red  caps,,  incircled  by  feveral  rounds  of 
^urhan      fine  white  cotton,  in  the  fafhion  of  a  turban.     Thefe  moreo 
Md other   overwear  over  their  kaftans  a  fayk,  or  wide  furtout,  with** 
ornaments,  Q^t  fleeves,  of  white  woollen  cloth  or  ferge,  clofely  woven 
and  napped,  but  with  a  long  cape  or  capuchin,  at  the  end 
of  which  is  faftened  behind  a  pretty  long  tuft  or-  taflel,  and 
is  defigncd  to  be  clapped  over  their  turban  in  rainy  or  bad 
weather.     When   they  are  on  horfcback  they  carry  their 
■weapons  before  them,  acrofs.the  faddle-bow,  and  only  kdd 
their  zagay,  or  fhort  lance,  in  their  hand. 

Their  women  wear  long  drawer's,  and  ftifts'over  thett*, 
.With  wide  fleeves  next  their  fltiti.  Thefe,  among  the  Moors, 
are -made  of  linen,  but  the  j4rabs  feldom  wear  any  bnt 
woollen,  made  in  the  form  of  a  gauze  of  various  colours,  and 
the  wide  fleeves  without  any  fold  at  thewrift.  Thofe  of 
the  maidens  are  made  of  ncedle-'ivork,  ftriped  wiflx  linen  or 

filk. 
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like  diofe  which  the  king's  daughters  among  the  JtmsDnfs  of 
\  faid  to  have  worn  *.     But  when  the  women  are  at  home  *^^  w- 
private,  they  commonly  throw  off  their  hayks  an4  drawers,  ^^^  v 
8,  in  their  ftead,  only  bind  a  towel  about  their  loins  and  ^^^^^ 
ddlc.     Some  Dowars  (or,  as  they  are  vulgarly  called, 
lords)  of  Arabs ^  obferve  a  fuperftitious  cuftom  ;  which  is, 
that  every  bridegroom  and  bride  are  to  put  on  one  of  thofc 
fcirts  above  -defcribed,  on  the  day  of  their  nuptials,  which 
are  not  to  be  pulled  off,  or  waftied,  as  long  as  they  lajft  f . 
Their  kaftan  is  girt  to  thdr  bodies  with  a  fafh  or  girdle, 
like  that  of  the  men,  but  commonly  richer,  and  of  greater 
variety, of  colours  or  embroidery;  and,  inftead  of  a  fayk, 
they  wear  a  large  niantle  or  robe,  of  a  rich  azure  hue,  which 
comes  down  to  their  feet.     Their  heads  and  hands,  we  ob- 
ferved  before,  arc  covered  with  a  veil  (O),  their  cars,  neck^ 


*  2  Sam.  xiii.  1 8. 

(O)  Thefe  veils  are,  in  f«- 
l^cral  parts  of  Africa^  fp  con-  - 
trived  as  to  cov^  the  whole 
kcad  aijd  ihopld^r^  b^hii^d,  and 
to  come  down  below  the  waift 
before,  but  have  two  fmall 
boles  made  oppofite  to  the  eyes, 
andfcrve  thofe  modeft  ft  males 
to  fee  tkeir  way  as  they  go 
'along;  but,  if  they  meet  with 
a«y  men  in  their  way,  they  im- 
i&ediateiy  turn  their  face  to  the 
contrary  fide,  that  even  that 
fmaJl  portion  of  their  face  may 
be  kept  from  their  fight.  It  is 
pot,  therefore,  a  little  farprifing, 
that  they  fhould  be  fo  anrjbitlous 
of  fuch  gaudy  ornaments,  and 
even  of  painting  their  faces, 
hands,  arms,  isc.  to  be  fcen 
only  by  their  hatbands  and  fa< 
«ily.-  We  are,  indeed,  told, 
that  this  pra^ice  of  painting 
their  facep  and  )t}odies  is  only  in 
vogue  among  thofc  of  the  low- 
c  rank,  ana  perhaps  to  fupply 
the  want  of  more  cofly  orna- 
»cnt«,  which  are  put  of  thek 
pow^  to  purchafe.     But  it  is 


t  Shaw's  Travels,  p.  19 j. 

likewife  confefled,  that  thofe  of 
higher  cla£es  ai«  not  above 
making  ufe  of  fome  art  to  add 
to  their  natural  charms^ 

Accordingly  we  are  told  that 
they  commonly  make  ufe  of  a 
certain  pafte,  made  up  of  pi- 
geons dung,  mixed  with  a  quan* 
tity  of  faffron,  and  fome  other 
ingredients,  to  brighten  tha 
dulnefs  of  their  fwarthy  coai<p 
plexions ;  as  iikewife  of  fom^. 
fort  of  fucu5  tp  enliven  the 
blacknefs  of  their  hair  and  eye- 
brows. To  this  fome  will  add 
a  fmall  round,  triangular,  or 
other  figure,  by  way  of  con- 
traft,  which  they  paint  between 
the  eye-brow5,  or  in  fome  other 
parts  oftheir  forehead  or  cheeks, 
or  that  of  an  olive  leaf  upon 
each  knee ;  and  all  this  in  order 
to  render theoifelvesmoreagree* 
able  to  their  hufbands,  who,  it 
feems,  are  as  fond  of  thofe  addir 
tional  kinds  of  finery,  as  their 
poets  are  in  com.mei)ding  and 
celebrating  them  in  their  pane- 
gyrical works  (6). 


(^)  Davity^  D>'pper,  Shaw,  &  ^Ufvf.  citat* 


and 
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;  and  breafty .  arms,  wrifts,  and  almoft  every  finger^  down  quite 

to  their  very  ankles,  are  adorned  with  rings  of  gold,  iilver, 
coral,  ivory,  amber,  add  other  materials.  Among  fome  of  them 
Ahe  rings  that  furround  their  ankles  are  embellifhed  with  little 
filver  or.brafs  bells,  like  thofe  we  put  about  the  neck  of  a 
fquurel  or  lap-dog;  and  their  feet  are  covered  with  the 
fame  red  Morocco  focks,  or  pumps,  as  thofe  of  the  men  ^ 
JndoftJIfe  This  muft,  however,  be  underllood  only  of  the  women  of 
meaner      the  higher  fort ;  for  as  to  thofe  of  meaner  rank,   they  have 
firt,  nothing  better  to  cover  their  bodies  than  a  piece  of  cloth, 

which  tliey  wrap  about  their  breaft,  and  goes  no  lower  than 
their  knees,  leaving  the  reft  quite  bare.  As  for  their  orna- 
ments, they  are  of  the  loweft  value,  confifting  chiefly  of 
.fiflaes  teeth,  pieces  of  coral  or  glafs,  which  ferve  them  inftead 
of  pearls  and  diamonds,  to  adorn  their  hair  with,  over  which 
they  wear  a  veil,  to  cover  their  face' and  necks.  To  fupply 
fmnt  the  want  of  more  coftly  finery,  which  they  know  the  men  to 
their  be  delighted  with,  they  ufe  a  kind  of  pafte  mentioned  in  the 

faces^  Sec,  i^fl.  qq^^^   ^q  jji^^ j^  not  only  their  foreheads,  cheeks,  and 
chin,.but  their  thighs  and  lower  belly,  with  variety  of  figures; 
.   but  as  that  fort  of  paint  muft  be  renewed  every  two  or  three 
days,  thofe  who  cannot  afford  either  time  or  coft  for  it,  have 
a  way  of  finking  thofe  marks  into-  the  fkin,  by  pun£Vation, 
^,  .    ..     which  renders  them  indelible  *.     Their  diet  is   generally 
'  mean  ;  their  bread  is  either  of  millet,  maize,  or  rice,  made 
into  cakes,  either  baked  on  the  hearth,  or  fried  in  a  pan.  We 
have  defcribed  their  mortars,  in  which  the  women  grind-thcir 
grain  into  meal,  by  dint  of  labour ;  but  fome  of  the  better 
fort  have  mills,  made  of  two  ftones,  one  over  the  other,  and 
turned  either  by  hand,  or,  perhaps,  by  an  afs ;  and  their  bread 
and  drink,  is  made  frefli  every  day,  and  brought  hot  to  them. 

Their  drink  is  commonly  water ;  but  they  brew  likewifea 
kind  of  fmall  liquor  from  rice,  or  millet  of  a  coarfer  kind,  mixed 
with  foipe  mares  or  camels  milk  a  little  foured  ;  and  from  the 
fame  mixtu  re  they  diflill  likewife,  in  folne  parts  oiAfricay  a  fort 
of  ftrong  fpirit,  not  indeed  with  fuch  ftills  as.  are  in  ufe  with 
us,  but  with  a  clumfy  fort,  made  either  of  earth,  or  of  the 
rind  of  callibafties,  but  yet  ftrong  enough  to  intoxicate ;  tho' 
this  the  ftrift  Mohammedans  abftain  from,  as  forbidden  by 
their  law.  They  eat  fifh  and  flefh  of  feveral  kinds,  but  never 
of  both  forts  at  one  meal,  nor  in  any  large  quantity :  and 
this,  moft  probably,  is  the  reafon  v/hy  they  are  fo  healthy, 
ftrong,  and  lively,  and  free  from  chronic  difeafes,  and  gene* 

^  Dapper,  Labat,  Shaw,  &  al.  ubifup.  >  Idem* 

ibid..  ^  ^ 

rally 
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)    ndly  live  to  70  or  80  years*    Tbegraueft  txtsx  a  maa  can  ^ 

i  ^ve  tfaem,  when  they  come  into  a  towaor  village,  is  a  quan- 
I  tifty  of  oil  and  vkej^  beaiien  together,  anda  hot  cakedi^ped 
.     in  it. 

Thet  are  no  lefs  hofpitabk  in  their  own  habitations  to^^A^/^^i 
I     ftrangers  who  cooie  to  them,  and  treat  them  in  the  heft  man- /^/ 
ner  they  can,  and  with  iingaiar  conrtefy ;  which  i^  fo  much 
•the  eafier  for  them  to  do,  as  their  manner  is  a&  plain  as  dieir 
faxt ;  for,  from  the  greateft  (heyk  to  the  loweft  periTon,  thcnf 
[     ofe  no  other  ceremony  than  wafldng  their  hands,  afterwhkn  ' 
they  fet  themfelves  crofs4^ed  around  a  mat,  or,  at  beft,  a 
low  table,  upon  which  the  c^es  are  placed,  wfajch^  whether 
boiled  or  roafied,  or  of  rice  or  other  fpoon  meat,  are  eafiljr 
parted  afnhder  with  thdr  hands,  and  without  die  help  ^ 
knife  or  fork,  whiift  every  one  hath  his  handkercfakf  tied 
to  his  girdk  to  wipe  his  fnouth  afd  hands« 

But  as  the  JraUan  people  are  difper&d  tluou^  fi^jh 
a  great  variety  of  climates  and  ibils,  fo  thdr  drcumflandes  ^ 
ai^  way  of  living  muft  greatly  diifo;  and  in  fome  parts,  as  in 
the  difhift  of  Barca^  in  Numidia  and  Liiya,  they  are  fo  tx-  P^wrtji 
ceffive  poor, through  thebarrennefs  of  tjhie  ground,  tfaatthey 
have  little  elfe  but  dates,  and  fome  forts  ^  veQifea,  to  line 
upon,  and  are  often  d>liged  to  fell  thrir  children  to  procure 
the  neoeilaries  of  life.    Yet  even  thefe  do  not  abate  one  aoe 
of  their  pride  and  high  conceit  of  themfelves,  or  horn  think* 
ing  tbenifelvfts  the  nobleft  and  happieft  people  under  the  Ibn^ 
in  fpight  of  all  their  mlfery.    Kor  doth  this  hinder  then 
from  being  more  brave  and  courteous  than  the  African  na* 
tives,  as  likewife  moce  a&ive  and  induftrions  than  they,^  in  Traffeof 
bree&ig  vaft  quantities  of  cattle,  efpcdally  barbs,  in  which  the  Arabs, 
they  trafiu:  with  the  Negroes.  They  likewiie  are  much  given 
to  hunting  various  wUd  beafts,  of  which  they  likcwlfe  make  Huntinz. 
aconiiderablegain.  Some  of  them,  cvenin  thofe  barren  parts,  ^^^   >. 
addift  th^nfelVcs  to  the  ftudy  of  natural  phflofophy,  rhett>^^^*?^]L^ 
ric,  and  poetry ;  which  laft  conCfts,  like  ours,  in  rhime  and^^^^^^ 
numbers,  fmooth  and  agreeable  enough ;  and  their  compofi- 
dons  of  this  kind  chiefly  run  oh  the  fabjeft  of  their  warlike 
exploits,  thcar  various  chaces,  amotirs,  and  fuch- like  fubje^s, 
which  diey  fet  to  fuitable  tunes,  and  fmg  or  dance  to  ^^^^m^tani 
found  of  thdr  lutes,  viols,  drums,  and  other  inftruments  * ;  daacet, 
the  reader  may  fee  a  fpedmen  of  their  mufic  and  muiical  in* 
ftrui^ents  in  d^  asthpr  laft  quoted  ^, 

*  Marmol,  ubi  fop.  lib.  i.e.  32.    Dapper.  Shawns  travels, 
k  mifcelbn.obfervat.  p.  268,  &  feq.  .  ^  Xdeza.  ibid.  p.  71. 

Mod.  Hx^T.  Vol.  XIV.  E  But 
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StuJy  n9  But  neither  this,  nor  phyfic,  nor  philofophy,  arithmetic, 
krancb  of  ifc.  do  aqy  of  the  Jrabs  teach  as  a  fcience.  They  have,  in- 
learning  deed,  perfons  who  pretend  to  them,  and,  by  their  praftice, 
as  afci'  jpggjp^  ^^  je^ft^  tQ  fuppofe  fome  fkill  in  nature  or  the  mathe- 
ence.  matics  ;  but  all, this  is  gained  only  by  experience,  habit,  or 

cuftom,  aflifted  by  ftrength  of  memory  and  quick  invention, 
which  few  of  them  want  fo  much  as  they  do  application  and 
encouragement  to  cultivate  and  improve  them.    With  refpeft 
to  fuch.  branches  of  the  mathematics,  fuch  at  leaft  as  relate 
to  navigation,  the  Arabidris  who  trade  from  the  Arahias  to 
the  csoaSa  of  Hahex^  Ajan^  and  Zanguebar,  were  indeed 
found,  from  the  firft  times  of  the  Europeans  doubling  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hcpey  to  have  had  quadrants,  compafles^   aftro- 
labes,  and  other  helps,  the  inventions  of  former  ages,    by 
.  which  iSiey  can  fteer  along  thcfe  coafts  as  well  ais  to  the  Per/k 
Culph,  and  even  to  fome  parts  di  Jndiay  and  were  reckoned 
-fbme  of  theexperteft  pilots  on  thefe  feas;  but  as  for  thofe 
who  liix  within  thej  African  coafts,  and  feldom  traffic  farther 
than  from  one  kingdom  to  aneth^r,^  or,  at  moft,  to'  fome  of 
.....  the  iflands.  acUacent,  they  are  quije  ignorant  of  them,  and  only 
fteer  from  place  to  place  by  a  icind  of  rote,  which  they  can 
only  gain  by  long  praftice  \     Even  phyfic,  a  fcience  fo  well 
underftood  by  many  of  their  celebrated  countrymen,  and  fo 
.neceflary  in  a. country  fo  unhealthy  in  many  places,  and  into 
which  they  came  as  ftrangers,*  is  ftill  more  neglefted  among 
them  than  among  the  native  Moors.     It  muft  be  owned  that 
their  htmg  MohammeSanSy  and  great  fticklers  for  predeftina- 
-tion,  might  infpire  them  with  a  contempt  of  it,  feeing  there 
is,  according  to  them,  no  poffible  means  of  averting  the  di- 
vine  will,  wjiich  difpenfe  ficknefs  and  health,  life  and  death 
by  an  irreverfible  decree.     This  is,  indeed,  the  doftrine  ctf 
the  Koratiy  and  the  praftice  of  the  ignorant  bulk  of  the  Turks 
but  from  which  the  wifer  part  have,  of  late,  much  receded  - 
,    and  accordingly  we  find  a  receipt  againft  the  plague  recom- 
mended by  Sidy  Mohammed  Zeroke^  one  of  their  moft  cele- 
brated   marabouts,   and    prefaced   with   thefe  remarkable 
w^ords  :  "  The  lives  of  us  all  are  in  the  hands  of  God,  and 
"  when  it  is  written  we  muft  die.     However,  it  hath  pleaf- 
**  ed  him  to  fave  many  perfons  from  the  plague,  by  taking 
<*  every  morning  while  the  infcftion  rages,   one  pill  or  two 
*'  of  the  following  compofition  ;  viz.  of  myrrh  two  parts, 
««  faffron  one  part,  of  aloes  two  parts,  of  fyrup  of  m\^tlc 
"  berries  y./."**-  ' 

«  Shaw,  Marmol,  Dapper,  &  al.  •*  lid.  nbi  flip, 

p.  266.  *  *^* 

But, 
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But,  with  regard  to  the  Mohammedans  in  Africa^  whcrTifewV 
ther  Arabs  or  Moors ^  we  have  aheady  obfcrved,  that  they  2iTtgreatfu^ 
lb  far  from  being  ftrift  obfervers  of  their  law,  that  what  their  Z^*)^''"^'* 
marabouts  have  introduced  of  it  hither,  is,  in  many  refpefts, 
fo  maimed  and  defaced,,  arid  fo  blended  with  fu perftitious 
trafh,  thatd  true  Mohamniedan  hardly  deigns  toowii  it  to  be 
that  of  his  prophet  *.    Accordingly  we  find  them  place  more  engrojfed 
confidence  in  their  prfetended  wizards,  conjurers,  witches,  h  ^^^ 
charms,    arid  othei:  f^ch  fenfelefs  fooleribs,  in  all  forts  of  ^^^f^[*f  ^ 
difbempets,  Whether  by  way  of  prevention  or  cure,  than  oil  ^ 
any  the  moft  rational  arid  experienced  means ;  to  fay  nothing 
of  their  (alnts  and  marabouts,  fome  of  whom  fet  up  for  great 
miracld- mongers,  a  privilege  denied  to  their  prophet;  and 
others  for  infallible  diviners  and  diveis  into  futurity ;  but  all 
of  them  alike  arrant  cheats,  and  fo  openly  and  impudently, 
fo  that  one  cannot  enough  wonder  at  the  ffupidity  of  the 
people,  whom  nothing  can  divert  from  having  recourfe  to 
them  in  all  exigencies  of  that  or  almoft  any  other  kind,  though 
fo  often  cheated,  ahd  always  fure  to  be  fleeced  by  them  * ; 
for  whether  they  fucceed  or  not,  kill  or  cure,  they  alv/ays 
make  fure  of  their  pay  before-hand,  Und  of  fome  plaufible 
eVafion  to  flop  their  notaries  mouths,  let  matters  turn  out  as 
they  will  (P). 

HowEvr.R 


«  See  before,  p.  24. 
al.  fup.  citat. 

(P)  To  give  oor  readers  orte 
iafiance  for  ail  of  this  flupid 
fuper(iition,and  the  methods  by 
which  thofe  cliarlatans  cheat 
them  out  of  their  goods,  if  noi 
of  their  lives,  they  have  filled 
their  heads  with  a  notion,  that 
moft  difeafe?,  or  other  difafters 
which  happen  to  them,  are  ow- 
ing to  fome  offence  committed 
againii:  the  Jenoone  (a  fort  of 
creature  which'  the  Mohamme- 
dans place  between  the  angels 
and  devils),  and  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  removed  without  pfe- 
vioufly  appealing  them  by  fome 
proper  facrifice,  fuch  as  that  of 
a  ram,  iheep,  goat,  cock,  or 


*' Shaw,  ubi  fup.  Dapper,  & 


fuch  other  creature,  as  thofe 
jugglers  are  plcafed  to  prefcribe. 
The  method  of  doing  this  is 
likewife  various ;  fometimes  the 
carcafe  is  to  be.  buried  under 
ground  ;  fomedmes  the  patient 
is  to  drink  a  draught  of  the 
blood,  or  to  burn  or  fcatter  the 
feathers  abroad,  and  the  lik-e, 
accordiqg  to  the  nature  of  the 
diitemper  or  difafter,  the  fex, 
quality,  and  circumftances,  of 
the  perfon,  {ffr.  or,  to  fpeak 
more  juftly,  according  to  the 
pleafure  of  the  cheating  mara- 
boat,  or  circumftances  of  the 
patient  (7).  This  notion  fo  far 
prevails  over  moft  parts  Q^Jfrt^ 


(7)  Sbanv'i  Iravelf,  p,  306. 
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S0mt  §f        HowiVER  all  the  Jrabs  are  not  fofar  l^ewitchedby  their 
ihi  Arabs  marabouts,  but  many  of  the  wifer  fort,  efpcdally  io  Barbary   \ 
^Phfi<%  and  other  jmrts  of  Africa^  where  they  converfe  much  with 
^^*  EurapeartT^  have  been  excited  to  ufe  fuch  proper  means  as 

phyCc  affords,  inftead  of  their  .  fuperftitious  and  feafele(s 
^.  .         charms  ;  and  have  adapted  a  kind  of  regular  courfe  of  phar- 
m»£es^far  ^^^  ^^^  difeafes,  and  lurgery  for  wounds,  fores,  ifc.    In  the 
therUu'    ^''^  ^^  ^^'^  chiefly,  in  vegetables,  and  in  the  latter  in  out- 
nus^ffHy     vard  applications,  fuch  as  cataplafms,  as  hot  as  the  patieot 
£wf,Scc.   can  bear;  and,  in  fome  cafes,  as  rheumatic  or  gouty  pains^ 
cauterifing  by  red-hot  needles ;  but  know  little  of  phle*- 
botomy,  vomiting,  purging,  cupping,  and  other  branches  of 
phyfic  and  furgery.    The  cautery  above-mentioned  is  made 
'    by  feven  punctures  with  a  burning  needle,  on  the  parts  af* 
feAed,  which  mufl  be  repeated  according  to  the  ftrength  of 
the  patient,  or  ilubbornnefs  of  the  dileafe.    A  decoAicm 
of  ground  pine  is  their  remedy  againft  a  fever,  and  a  drachm 
or  two  of  the  root  of  birthwort  againft  flatulent  diftempers  ; 
the  ftone  and  gravel  are  efleftually  cured  by  the  powdered 
root  of  arifarum,  and  the  bloody  flux  by  the  like  quantity  of 
the  root  of  bookoka,  dried  in  an  oven,  and  powdered.  They 
give  little  elfe  in  the  fmall-pox  than  five  or  fix  grains  of 
alkermes  to    force  out  the  puflules,    keeping  the  patient 
warm ;  and  only  ufe  frefti  butter  to  hinder  the  fldn  from  pit- 
ting. 
Inoculate       Thet  have  likewife  introduced   the  inoculation  of  it 
tbifmalU  among  them,  though  in  a  much  ruder  way  than  that  which  we 
ffix*  have  elfewhere  defcribed  to  be  in  ufe  among  the  Chinefe  ^ ;  for  . 

here  the  perfon  receives  the  infection  at  a  fmali  wound  made  in 
the  flefhy  part  of  the  hand,  between  the  thumb  and  the  forefin- 
ger, by  meansof  twoor  three  puflules  taken  from  fome  infected 
friend,  who  is  defired  to  exchange  them  with  him  for  the  like 
number  of  c(»nfits,  or  other  fuch  trifles.  But  the  zealous  Mo^ 
^amm^db;;/ are  great  enemies  to  all  forts  of  inoculations  of  that 
diftemper  ;  and  not  cmly  cry  it  down  as  an  impious  tempting 

*  See  vol.  viii.  p.  31 3,  &  feq. 

€a,  2nd  the  marabouts ,  and  other  mate  eomnierce  with  the  Euro^ 

pretender sto  this  kind  of  witch-  feams  hath  experimentally  ooa* 

craft,arefopowerful,thatitisRO  yinced  fome  of  thefe  ignorant 

wonder  the  people  have  every-  people  of  the  knavery  and  vanity 

where  recoarfe  to  them,  rather  of  the  one,  and  the  efficacy  of 

than  to  the  ufe  of  proper  reme-  the  other  (8}« 
^iies,  except  where  a  more  ind- 
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of  ftdvldence^  but  tdl  i  great  number  of  frightful  ftories  to 
detff  die  people  from  that  pra£tice. 

Th£ir  method  of  caring  wounds  received  from  fword  Cun  tf 
tir  gon-lhot  is  no  lefs  fingular  than  painful,  yet  is  afBnned  to  nutirndtp 
be  attended  witii  fuccefs  •  viz.  by  pouring  melted  butter  in- 
to theffi  boiHng  hot.    As  for  bruifes,  fwellings>  inflamma-  hrmtfitt 
tkns,  and  other  ailments  of  that  kind,  they  commonly  af-  inflammm^ 
fiiage  them  ^th  the  leaves  of  the  Opuntia^  or  prickly-pear,  *^^h  *«• 
ioafied  in  embers  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  applied  to 
the  part  alTeJled  as  hot  as  it  can  be  borne.    This  application 
b  Kkewife  reckoned  very  proper  to  •fuppurate  and  mature 
boils,  plague-fores,  and  other  fuch   tumours;  and  hath 
been  Ckevt^e  fuccefsfuUy  ufed  in  the  gout.  In  flight  wounds,  sSght 
bruiies,  or  inflammations,  either  to  aflfuage  them,  or  to  har-  nuounii^ 
den  and  confolidate  the  parts,  fome  ufe  the  powdered  leaves 
c^  Alhennah,  made  up  into  a  puldce  with  warm  water,  which 
applied  to  the  place,  tinges  the  fkin  of  a  deep  orange  colour, 
vikch  continues  for  fome  months  ;  and,  whs^  is  ftill  more 
ftrprifmg,  impregnates  the  blopd  with  it,  fo  as,  in  one 
night,  to  give  the  urine  a  faf&on  hue.   And  thus  much  m^ 
fufficc  for  the  phyfic  and  furgery  of  the  African  Arabs  K 

We  have  elfewhere  obferved  that  two  out  of  the  three  Artthme- 
claSes  are  addicted  to  traffic  of  feveral  kinds ;  from  which  one  tic  under- 
might  reafonably  conclude,  that  both  numerkral  and  2\gt'ftoodhy 
braic  arithmetic  muft-flourifli,  whatever  arts  mi^t  be  ne-vny/fw^ 
gleAed,  among  them,   feeing  their  anceftors  are  known  to 
have  furnifhed  us  with  the  charaAers  of  the  former,  and  to 
have  been  the  inventers  of  the  latter,  and  both  of  them  are  fp 
ufeful  and  neoeflary  in  commerce ;  and  yet  we  do  not  find 
amongft  thofe  who  carry  on  the  greateft  ihare  and  variety 
of  it,  one  in  twenty  thoufiihd  that  underftands  even  the  firft 
operations  of  cither.    However,  they  have,  it  feems,  acquired  A/ngu/ar 
foch  d^terity  in  addition  and  fubtradion  of  large  fums  by  method  of 
dint  of  memory,  that  chey  havjs  fallen  into  a  kind  of  m^ethod  cafijng  up 
of  numeration,  no  lefs  ftire  and  ^pcditbus  than  fingular,  ^^iP'A«'^ 
which  is  by  putting  their  hands  into  ^ach  others  fleeve,  ani 
foilthifig  each  other  with  this  or  that  finger,  or  with  this  Of 
that  j^rtkular  igcksfi,  of  it,  each  of  them  dating  a  determi'f> 
nate  fiim  or  number ;  and  in  this  way  will  jtranfaft  affairs  of 
the  greateft  confequence  or.v4ue,  without  fpeaking  a  word 
OQ  either  fidip,  or  letting  the  bye-ftanders  into  the  fccret. 
Some  of  them,  we  are  told,  pretend  to  fuch  a  profound  fkiQ  Some  of 
in  tb^  opmbinildoo  of  numbers,  that  they  can  compokthemfref 

^  Shaw,  ubi  fup,  p,  264.  vid.  &Marm«^  Afric.  Dappkr^ 
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tend  to  a  charms  by  them  to  anf\yer  any  defircd  end ;  feut  ^s  we  have 
profound    no  faith  in  fuch  things,  we  think  them  not  worth  dwelling 
Jkillin       longer  upon  ^     AW  iht  Jrabsm  J frica^  whether  they  live 
numbers,    j^  wandering  camps  or  in  towns  and  villages,  whether  free  or 
Uhttrgo-   tributary  to  fome  of  the  emperors  or  princes,  are  divided  into 
T^^^'^'*  tribes^  or  rather  families,  diftinguifhcd  by  the  qame  of  dovr- 
€ind'        "^^^^  >  5niproperly  termed  by  fome;  hords, hoards, adqwards, 
QbeyksjQr  ^^r  every  one  of  which  has  its  particular  chjef,  or  Cheyk  ; 
cbie/i,       which  word  ipplie$  np  more  than  aneld^r,  doftor,  or  teacher^ 
fome  of  whom  are  fp  by  eleftipn,  aijd  pthers  hereditary.  The 
pheyk's  tent  is  always  known  by  its  fituation  in  the  center  of 
the  dow-War,  and  he  by  his  (hirt  and  other  garments,  which 
arc  commonly  Ibpger  and  finer  than  thofe  of  the  reft,  and 
his  office  is  to  rule  over,  judge  and  take  care  of  the  peace  and 
^hetr        prpfperity  of  his  little  commonalty.     Thefe  infi^rior  Cheyks 
foyjer  and^^^z  fubje^  to  a  higher,  ftyled  either  Cheyk-el-kibbeer^  or  grea^ 
difficult     Jqj.^  qj.  elder,  orelfe  Emeery  or  prince,  who  hath  a  number 
^^^'         of  dow-wars,  more  or  lefs,  under  him,  according  to  the  nur 
in  redjlng  meropfnefs  of  the  tribe  over  wl^ich  he  prefides.     Thefe  are 
thetri-      they  who  command  all  the  reft,   order  their  expeditions^ 
hi^^^y         decampments,  their  rewards  and  punifhments,   decide  theif 
greater  contrpverfies, .  whether  about  the  divifion  of   their 
'    plunder,  or  difputes  amongft  them.  And  thofe  who  are  under 
tribute  to  any  power,  as  under  ^he  kings  oi Morocco ,  the  Dey 
of  Algiers,  or  other  princes,  are  they  who  are  to  levy,  it  over 
their  vaflals,  and  have  it  ready  againft  the  time  in  which  if 
becomes  due.     This  part  pf  their  office  is  commonly  one  of 
the  moft  difficult,  becaufe  they  are  ufually  taxed  fp  heavily* 
jhnt  they  cannot  force  their  inferior  dow-wars  to  raife   it^ 
without  ufing  forac  feveritiea  againft  tl^em ;  ^nd  thefe  are  atr' 
^tended  with  great  feuds  and  quarrels,  andoften  end  in  bloAV^ 
and  heart-burnings.  And,  on  the  pther  hand,  if  the  tribute  i$ 
not  ready  when  the  officers  pome  for  it,  who  are  always 
pfcprt^d  with  alittle  flying  army,  the  whole  trjbe  undergoes 
a  fevere  military  execution  ;  and  perhaps  .the  Cheyk, Emeer  i§ 
put  in  irons,  and  detained  clofe  prifoncr,  till  all  is  paid  with 
intereft ;  to  avoid  which  extrfmities,  they  arp  often  forqed  tQ 
';abandon  their  habitations,  arid  remove  to  fome  new  ones,  .far 
pnpugh  put  of  the  reach  of  their  tyrannic  mafters^.  whilft  the 
fcenite  or  wandring  y^r^ix  are.not  only  free  from  fucji  tribur 
tary  exaftions,  but  often  oblige  their  neighbouring  princes  to 
^uy  jheir  frieqdlbip  by  copfid^rabl^  y?ftjly  penfionj  V 

■     '•         ^    ^  De  his,  yid.  Shai^,  lijbi  fup.  p.  367,  k  feq.  &  al.  ubi  fqp 
?©g}}!ffYi4Taua.ifu|}.  ci^af.     •     '  .         "  . 

"  '\  '*'  ■■^'     ■■■     '.        Tfi831 
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These  Ch^yks  go  commonly  armed  vdth  a  fhort  pike,  ovTheir 
clfe  with  a  javelin,  which  they  hold  in  their  hand ;  and  are  iveapons^ 
fo  expert  at  darting  them,  that  they  feldom  if  ever  mifs  their  ^*^  '^^y 
mark,  though  ridmg  on  full  gallop,  and  will  kill  a  man  zt^/M^^^'^S- 
50,  or  hit  the  middle  of  a  plate  at  40,  paces  diftance.  They 
alfo  wear  a  cutlace  hanging  on  their  left  arm,  above  their 
elbow,  inftcad  of  a  fcijnetar,  and  a  quiver  of  arrows  before 
than  :  and  as.  they  are  eifipert  at  all  forts  of  military  feats,  fo 
they  are  no  lefs  careful  that  all  tbofe. under  them  be  inured 
not  only  to  the  fame   exercifes,  but  that  they  likewife 
train  up  their  horfes  to  them ;  fo  that  the  agility  and  addrefs 
ofihe  one,  and. the  docility  and  fle.etnefs  of  the  other,  whe- 
ther at  theie  exercifes,  or  in  attacking  or  retiring  from  an 
enemy,  are  juAly  admired  by  all  the  Europeans  who  have  been 
I  eye-witnefles  pf  them.    Their  pikes  are  commonly  between 
I  40  and  50  fpans  in  length,  well  fteeled  at  both  end?,  and 
;  thefe  they  couch  upon  their  left  arm,  and  wound  at  a  good 
!  diftance  by  the  motion  of  their  bodies  ;  but  the  moil  danger^ 
;  pus  blow  is  that  which  they  ftrike  whilft  they  retire,  and 
*  when  leaft  aware  of  it.     The  beft  fort  erf  thofe  pikes  are  not  Manner  of 
I  made  of  afti  or  beech  wood,  but  of  the  rool,  a  fort  of  wood  cweunMng. 
\  very  black  and  h«avy,  which  is  fetched  from-  Libya^  and  is 
the  moft  efteemed  for  it  weight.     Thofe  who  make  ufe  of 
thefc  pikes  are  feldom  feen  to  wear  a  (hield,  and  defpife  the 
Other  dcfcnf^tives  pf  helmets  and  coats  of  mail,  as  qumberfome 
to  their  horfes,  and  as  a  hindrancee  to  their  agility,  and  their 
frequent  turning  about.  For  the  fame  reafon  they  make  no  ufe  f^ar  of 
of  fire-arms,  knowing  neither  how  to  ufe  them  on  horfeback,yfr^.ar0T/« 
nor  how  to  keep  them  in  order,  or  from  growing  rufty  and 
ufelefs  ;  and  being  thenjelves  exceiEvcly  fearful  of  the  fire 
thejr  make  with  them.    This  hath   obliged  fome  of  their 
vnXQv  Cheyks  to  procure  mufqueteers  to  intermix  with  them. 
In  order  to  familiarife  them  to  that  way  of  fighting.     But,  as 
we  have  elfewh^re  hinted  ^  they  grew  fo  foon  out  of  order, 
that    they  readily  exchanged  them  for  their  old  weapons  ; 
and  it  is  far  from  improbable  that  their  wives,  who  yfually  ^^5''' 
go  with  them  in  their  wars  (and,  as  is  pretended,  in  order  to  'wives  gt 
,  ittfpire  them  with  the  greater  courage,  thPugh  in  reality  to '^''*' '^•'^^ 
attend  tliem  in  tb^  mean?ft  offices)  and  other  cafualtics  (Q),  ^°  ^^^* 

were 

*  See  before,  p.  s6,&(L),  ti^BAXRcUt.  d'Afriq. Shaw's  Tra- 
vels, &  al.  fup.citat. 

(Q^)  It  may  not  be  a  little    themfelvcs  with  their  nunierooa 

farprifing  that  thefe  plundering     families    upon  fuch  occailons^ 

.  tiib^  ihould  chufe  to  incumber    which  adds  fo  much  to  all  their 

£  4  otbcf 
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^^^^cf  eqt^,  if  Mt  tacfttf  terrified  wtthnl^erftrsiig^d&fts  c^ 
thofe  arms,  than  fhor  hirfbands,  aod  might  proire  more  f^r- 
vrar d  in  fpoiliDg  than  ifk  prefendng  them^  in  order  ta  difcou- 
rage  the  farther  afe  of  them .  However  that  be,  they  are  to  be 
found  bnt  amoi^  few  of  tH^ast  tribes,  and  they  are  retiinied 
to  their  old  way  of  fighting,  which  is  to  £dl  on  thdr  eae- 
ihies  on  A\  fides  ;  stAd,  if  attacked  the  firfl,  or  find  one  fide 
ftfoBger  than  anoth«#,  lo  difperie  themfetm  tk>  sv>tAd  their 
firfl  volley,  and  then  Fetnm  to  the  charge  wkh  incred^k  ce- 
lerity and  fury ;  ai&d  it  is  in  thofe  fagned  retreats,  that  they 
make  the  greateft  exedation  ajfainft  th^n  who  are  nnac-- 
qnainted  wkh  th^^  ways.  Vpon  the  irii^,  p^vidtd  there 
be  no  fire*arms  ufad  againft  them,  they  pkn^e  themlelves 
OUnvajf  m  tAd  out  of  th^r  fqi^^dn^  with  equal  miftnefs  and  intre-^ 
rffghit^  j^idfty.  Therefore  when  they  engaged  Chrii^ns,  or  any  other 
tht  CM'  enemy  who  k!i«w  the  nfe  of  them,  they  chieiyaimed  at  wonnd- 
A^^*  itig  Or  killing  their  hdrfes,  as  well  knowing  that  theh-  armonr 
wasproofagainft  their  weilp6ns.  But  fince  that  hath  been  iit 
^greatmeafiire  left  df,andthey  have  beenmoreiiiured  to  guns 
snd  mnftets,  they  have  here  alfo  refumed  their  old  way  of 
^httng,  and  pra6tife  it  with  good  fuccefs.  Upon  the  whole, 
they  are  fo  innred  to  this  wtelike  trade  finto  their  infancy, 
that  they  look  upon  it  as  then*  chiefeft  blifs,  and  pnrfue  it 
^th  a  kind  of  natural  intrepidity  and  bravery  ;  and  are  fo 
fan  perfuaded  that  Providence  6rdained  it  for  them,  that  they 

ether  lofliber,  and  mv&  greatly  rain.    Thofe  who  abonnd  in 

rettrd  the  fpeed  of  their  excor-  flaves  have  no  farther  bofinefs 

fions;  but  it  muft  be  confidered  than  to  dire&them  to  the  drod* 

that  dieir  females  are  fo   per-  gery,  and  the  reft  readily  fub« 

fe£t]y  well  inured  to  this  trade,  mit  themfelves  to  it,  as  having 

as  to  take  the  moft  flaviih  part  no  place  of  fafety  but  in  their 

upon   themfelves,    and   make  camps.     Cufiom  hath  inured 

every  thing  eafy  for  their  hof-  them,  and  ufe  nerfedted  them 

bands  to  mount  and  ride  away ;  in  it ;  and  a  conftant  practice  of 

they  drefs    and    faddle   their  fo  many  thoufand  years  hath 

hones,  lade  the  camels,  with  enabled  them  to  find  out  the 

their   tents  and  utenfils,    and  moft  expeditions  ways  to  purfae 

cfpecialiy  with  the  large  pan-  a  life  which  they  fo  firmly  be- 

niers,  which  carry  their  chil-  lieve  was  decreed  for  them  bv 

drcn  and  themfelves.  Thefe  are  Providence,  that  they  ftigmatize 

large  enough  for  them  to  fit  or  and  abhor  all  thofe  of  their  feed> 

lie  in  conveniently,  and  fo  com-  who  exchange  it  for  a  more  ci- 

padl  and  clofely  covered  as  to  vil  one,  as  fo  many  renegadoes 

keep  th^m  from  heat,  wind,  and  and  apoftates  (9). 

(9)  Ser  Gtnefii  xvi.  i*.  dfiif.  Ant,  ffjfi.  vtL  Jtviii.  *.  376;  g  fiy,  w/.  ». 
^.126,  (S^fff.  Q  aua.  J9f,  titaU 
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aem  bepaaa  cxpediticm  or  an  attack,  nor,  indeed,  ity  odMt ' 
of  their  daily  emptoynieQis,  witbont  repeating^  with  great  l^ 
r»Hifii«&  aed  revereace^  tl^c^^  words  B^MUaA,  In  the  name 
of  Cled ;  nor  coadcde'  mjf  efpecially  if  fnccefitfully,  withonc 
ayiog  oiit»  in  the  fame  devout  tone,  jUman^ti^,  God  ttt 
praifed^ 

Next  to  thdr  warlike  e&peditioM,  thof  chief  attd  smft  Cki^Jt^ 
deH^tfiil  occupation  it  hunting  uid  racing,  at  both  wlddh  mrfins. 
the;  are  sokis  expert  and  innroi,  having  Uttte  or  no  reHft  £(^ 
domeftic  afifairs,  and  bdog  rardyknown  to  conyerfe  with  that 
vires  or  children,  bnt  pkcing  &ar  chief  fati(£iAion  in  bd^ 
00  horfeback»  and  at  a  difiatioe  from  home ;  b>  that  when* 
ever  they  are  deprived  of  a|iy  of  thefe  excnriaons  or  palHmea 
abroad,  the  time  goes  flttg^i(hly  'on  vdth  them,  and  is  ijpent 
iaiffloaking  thdr  pipes,  or  repofiog  themfelvea  under  kmbc 
oe^UMHiriiig  ihade,  and  entertaining  themfelvea  with  the 
idlechat  dF  thdr  own  exploits.  .What  we  have  laid,  howe^ 
Ter,  concemiag  theb  averfenefsto  family  cares,  doth  not  fst 
Aetn  above  fome  of  them,  which  we  fhould  reckon  cf  die 
memal  kind,  thoc^h  indeed  much  fitter  foe  them  than  tot 
thdr  wives ;  in  which  cafes  they  are  no  longer  efteemed  dtf- 
graceful  Thus  the  haugfatidl  Cheyk,  or  prince.  Will  no 
more  fcrnple  to  go  and  fetch  a  lamb  from  the  flock,  to  kill, 
lkin»  and  drefs  it  fit  i<x  the  kitchen,  than  his  princefs  doth 
to  fetch  firing  and  other  neceflSuries  to  code  it  up  for  him. 

When  they  agree  upon  the  hunting  of  the  lion,  the  ^»^j^g 
whole  daw-war,  or  difhift,  is  fummoned  to  appear ;  who^^*  ''**• 
forming  themfelves  into  a  circle,  indofe  a  fpace  of  three  or 
four  miles  in  compafs,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  ground 
or  number  of  the  people,  fome  on  foot  and  fome  on  horfe-' 
back.    The  bufinefs  of  the  former  is  to  advance  firft,  and 
into  the  thickets,  vrith  their  hounds  and  fpears  to  roufe  the 
game;  whilfl  thehorfemen,  keeping  at  fome  diftance  beftjnd, 
are  read)  to  chai  ge  u  pon  the  firfk  fally  of  the  wild  beafl.  In  this     ' 
maiaier  they  proceed,  and  ftill  contraft  their  drcle,  till  they 
either  come  to  cltrfe  all  together,  or  meet  with  fomething  to 
prevent  them  from  it.     Thisfport  frequently  affords  variety 
of  padime,  from  the  different  kinds  of  animals,  Which  ar6 
contained  within  that  circle  ;  fo  that  they  are  often  in  chace 
after  hares,  jackalls,  hyenas,  and  others  of  the  wild  kind. 
As  to  the  lion  that  is  roufed  np  with  them,  it  is,  we  are  told, 
the  nature  of  that  fierce  animal,  on  fuch  occafions,  to  feize  on 
the  nearefl  perfon,  and  hold  him  fail  till  he  is  either  cut  in 
pieces;  or  Ihot  to  death  *. 

^  Sraw,  nbi  fup.  St  al.  ftup.  citat*  '  Ibid,  ubi  fap.  p. 

399.  k  al.  fap.  dtat,  / 
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Bofwking,  -  ;A[9^T|i^E  of  their  pafUn^s  is  hawking ;  the  country  not 
6illy  afiording  great  plenty  ^f  that  kind  of  game,  but  iike«- 
wife  variety  of  hawks  and  fau}cons,  which  they  breed  up  to 
thgt  fport;  in  their  own  peculiar  Way :  for  they  do  not  there 
i^^^u^  of  dogs  tofpring  thegame,  but  of  a  piece  of  oblong 
canvafs  ftretched  out  upon  two  reeds,  in  the  fhape  of  a  door, 
behind  which  they  ccMiceal  themfelves  from  4t,  and  walk 
through  the  fcveral  brakes  and  avenues  to  the  place  where 
t\is^,  expeft  to  find  it.  Thexanvafs  is  either  fpotted  or  painted 
in  the;  figure  of  a  leopard,  and  a  little  bdow  the  top  is  one 
one  more  hole.s,  through  which  the  fportfman  fees  what  paffcs 
before  him  ;  at  the  approach  of  which  the  woodcock^  par- 
tridge, .  and  other  gregarious  birds,  wiU,  though  at  ever  (o 
great,  a  diftance  before,  covey  together ;  wWlft  the  quail  and" 
other  kind^;  which  go  not  in  fiocks,  will  only  ftand  ftill  and 
Manner  of^^^^y  '^^^  ^^e  eafdy  ftiot.  Others  have  a-  more  laboriaus 
killing  method  of  catching  of  partridges  in  great  numbers  ;  for  ob» 
partridges.  itv\\vigy  that  the  of  teller  iand  m6re  haftily  they  are  fpruug^ 
the  more  weary  and  languid  they  grow,  they  fwiftly  rufh 
wpqn  and  knock  them- down  with  theii*  zcrvaties,  or  fhort 
truncheons  "*  (R).  . 

Manner  of  .  ANOTHER  of  their  paftimes  is,  for  one  dow-war  to  go  in  a 
H)ifiting     body  to  vifit  another,  or  one  Arab  to  vifit  another.  In  the(e 
and  enter-:  ^afes  th^y  fHll  ufe  many  of  the  ancient  ceremonies  and  compli- 
iaintng      ments  which  we  read  were  in  ufe  among  the  antient  patriarchs  ; 
w^  other,  £^^j^  j^g  bria^ng  of  water  to  wafli  their  feet,  giving  each  other 
the  Shalom^  .or  peace ",  to  entertain  their  guefts  in  the  beft 
manner  they  can,  and  to  ftand  and  wait  upon,  inftead  of  fit- 
ting down  at  table  with  them ;  and  to  enquire  after  the  wel- 
fare of  each  other's  families,  and  every  individual  belonging 
to  theip  **.    But  in  this  lall  particular  the  Jrabs  exceed  them 
in  courtefy,  fo  far'  that  they  will  not  difdaln  to  enquire  after 
the  welfare  of  their  fervants,  domefiic  animals,  flocks,  herds, 
poultry,  <^c,  whether  their  dogs  are  watchful  of  their  charge, 

^  Shaw,  ibid.  *  De  his,  vid.  Genefis  :cviii.  4.  &  (ec^. 

jclx.  2.  xxiv.  3?.  jxliii.  ^7.  &  feq.  &  alifc.  pag*.  ^  2  Sanme} 

^xv.  5.  ^  fe^. 

(R)  Thefefliort  (licks  are  com-  and  inlaid  with  pewter  or  brafs, 

monly  iifed  by  thofe  'JraLs\\iq'  and  ferve  alike  either  for  thefe 

are  cither  ignorant  of  the  ufe  of  kinds  of  fports,  or  inftead  of  ai^ 

.    fire-arms,   or   are  not  able" to  offenfive weapon, like theS;c«^, 

.pnrchafe  th^m.  They  ambound  7d^-  of  the  anticnts  (10).* 

f  Plind  at  each  end   with  iron,  '                       '1 

•  •  '•  ;                 •  •      .  ;                 •     -     ^■ 

(10)  Sh'iV^i  travels,  /.  ^oo^fuk  Ji«ft  »  .  .        i 

./•:.'*.  keep 
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koep  away  the  fioxes  from  tbeir  beii*rooft%  give  notice  of  the 
approach  of  lions  apd  other  ravenous  beafls ;  'whether  thdr 
cats  Aill  wage  a  ifaithf ul  war  againft  mice,  rats>  ferpents,  and 
other  vermin,  ifc.  and  many  more  of  the  like  nature  :  and  at 
parting  exprefs  the  fame  good  wiihes  for  ^he  >^elfar^  of  thpni 

?u.        . 

'  Their  marriages  diiier  but  little  from  thofe  of  the  Moors ^  Their 
already  defcribed  P;   and  aip  little  elfe.than  a  downright lEMrr/^l^^j* 
jbargaia  between  the  father  of  the  future  bride  and  her  future 
jmibaiid.    They  conilft  chieily  in  paying  fp  many  camels, 
horfes,  fheep,  and  cows,  which  make  up  the  main  part  of 
their  wealth,  by  the  latter  to  the  former.   As  foon  as  that  is 
concluded,  the  young  man  is  allowed  to  viilt  h^s  future  bride, 
in  her  own  feparate  t.ent,  where  fhe  is  ready  tg  receive  him, 
in  the  beft  apparel  and  ornaments  ibe  can  afford.     Here  her^-^^V 
father  difclofes  the  matter  to  her;  and,  among  other  induce- w/wi 
ments,  acquaints  her  with  th^  number  of  catde  he  hath  en-  ^^i^^^ 
gaged  to  pay  for  the  pofleiTipn  of  her ;  to  which  he  make$  - 
aafwier,  that  a  prpd^ent  and  virti!ious  wife  ca|i  never  be  top 
dearly  bought.     Among  fome  of  them  h^  is  npt  even  permit* 
ted  to  fee  her  till  he  hath  pajd  th?  full  price  ;  fo  that  he  ia 
pbliged  to  rely  on  the  report  which  his  mother  or  fome  fe- 
male relation  makes  of  her.     If  ihe  doth  not  apfwer  his  ex.- 
pe6^ations,  he  may  jindc^  divorce  her  ;  but  he  muft  then 
forfeit  all  that  he  hath  paid  for  her  purchafe,  which  flill  falls 
heavier  upon  the  purchafer  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  ihews 
that  the  parents  know  much  better  than  we  in  Europe  \\ovr 
to  fet  a  trup  value  upoi)  their  daughters,  inftead  of  parting 
with  fuch  vaft  fums  as  we  do  to  get  rid  of  them.     This  is  ^ 

likewife  a  relic  of  the  antient  patriarchal  way  of  marrying  j 
jvhich  they  farther  imitate  in  making  of  prefents  both  to  th^ 
bride,  and  to  fom^  of  her  npar  relatipns,  if  not  of  jewels  and 
coftly  ornaments,  yet  of  fuch  as  their  circupaftajices  will  ad- 
mit of,  over  and  above  the  ftipulated  price^    After  thefe  ar-  jjQc^cen^ 
tides  have  been  thus  far  perfprmed,  the  bride  flill  condnue?  duBedto, 
fome  time  with  her  father,  where  flie  receives  the  congratular//&«r»^ 
nonsand'good  wiihes  of  her  female  friends ;  after  which  fhe  home,.      ^ 
is  condufted  by  diem  to  her  new  fpouf^,  either  on  horieback, 
pr  in  a  fedan,  carried  between  two  camels,  with  loud  accla- 
mations and  ibngs.     There  fhe  is  received  in  by  bis  female  ^beir  rev 
relations,  in  the  fame  joyful  ftrain,  and  good  wiihes.     Upon  ceptionamf 
her  alighting,  a  flick  is  put  into  her  hand,  which  ihe  flicks  office there^ 
as  de,ep  into  the  ground  as  ihe  can,  in  token,  that,  as  it  can- 
jjQf  ^e  rqnpved  >v}tlipu^  ^me  han4  to  pluck .  it  up,  fo  iji^ 

f  Sfp  ^f fprp,  p*  30,.&fpfl, 
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iHll  ftot  abmdoo  her  hufband,  imlefe  be  ^Rvorce  her  front 
.  hfim.  From  thence  flbe  is  tminediatdjr  hurried  n^Mf  to  the 
herds,  where  fhe  is  &t  to  milk  fomk  of  the  camels  or  ccm^, 
drcft  feme  of  the  hcHfes,  or  perform  fome  other  hranches  o€ 
family  duty,  before  fhe  is  admitted  into  her  ttnt.  When 
(he  hath  performed  all  thefe  firft  eflays,  (he  is  introduced  into 
it,  and  there  recdved  by  her  fpoufe  in  the  htfl  and  kindefl: 
manner,  and  doth  not  ftir  out  of  it,  nor  tmcovcrs  her' face 
before  any  bm  him,  tiff  the  firft  month  is  over  ;  after  whiclt 
fhe  enters  into  the  family  bnfmefs,  Hke  the  reft  of  the  good 
AraHany/nrts^. 

We  omit  fcveral  other  trifling  ceremonies  of  a  fuperftitious 

nature,  which  are  more  or  lefs  numerous  and  various  among 

them^  in  lisveral  parts  of  Africa^  according  as  they  r etata 

more  or  lefs  of  th^ir  antient  heathenifm,  or  have  imbibed  ne^^ ' 

ones  by  being  blended  yrith  the  natives  of  the  country,  efpe- 

cially  dieidolatrous  part  of  it.  And  for  thefamereafon  we  (hall 

pafs  over  that  variety  of  other  no  lefs  impertinent  ones  which 

are  ufed  more  or  lefs  at  their  funerals,  as  charms,  and  other 

fcnfelefewtchcries,  which  are  ufed  not  only  after  their  deaths, 

but  during  their  ficknefs,  by  their  marabouts,  and  other  pre^ 

tQided  conjurers  \  and  only  take  notice  of  fuch  as  are  in  uie 

among  the  more  ferious  and  ftriA  Mohammedans  \  and  thefe 

Funeral     ^re  but  few.     Firft  of  aU,  when  any  one  Arab  dies,  all  the 

^fifutes.    nyomcn  ^ho  inhabit  that  tent  or  hut  alarm  the  whole  dow- 

war  with  their  loud  outcries  and  lamentations,  and  are  quickly 

joined  in  the  fame  hideous  chorus  by  the  reft  of  the  females 

belonging  to  it.    All  tjjis  while  thofe  of  near  kin  to  the  dc- 

ceafed,  are  bufying  themfelves  within  with  wafliing  the  body, 

Meu    W  *^^  drelEng  it  in  a  decent  manner ;  and  others  fing  the  praifes 

eftbtnm'  of  the  defuuft  in  fo*  mournful  a  tone,  and  with  fuch  floods  of 

^.         tears,  as  if  they  were  moft  fenfibly  aflefled  with  the  lofs.  To 

behold  the  whole  ceremony  of  howling,  weeping,  clapping 

of  hands,  beating  of  breafts,  tearing  of  hair,  ha^;afd  looks, 

contortions  of  the  body,  <irr.  one  would  be  apt  to  ima^ne. 

that  the  whole  female  dow-war  was  plunged  into  the  deepeft 

m  mtrt      grief ;  yet  is  all  this  mere  cuftom  and  grimace,  to  wliich  they 

fi^am.        are  fo  inured  from  their  childhood,  that  they  caii,  with  the 

greateft  cafe,  pafs  from  afting  the  deepeft  fcenes  of  mourning 

to  one  of  the  greateft  jollity  and  mirth.    From  which  fome 

judicious  perfons  have  been  induced  to  conclude,  that  the 

bloody  cuftom  of  obliging  the  wives  of  the  deeeafed  to  fol* 

low  their  hufbands  into  the  other  world  (which  is  ftiU  in 

rogue  in  fome  of  the  inland  parts  di  Africa^  as  well  as  in 


9  Lio,  Grammay,  DAFPtR«  Lasat,  U  alt 
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bSa,  buti  batE  been  in  a  great  meafore  abolilbed  by  tbe 
SMkimmedanSt  where-ever  they  have  been  fettled)  had  its 
Inrth,  and  was  intended  to  turn  the  mock-£ux:e  of  a  Iham 
moarning  into  a  xeal  one.  As  to  the  men,  even  the  neareft  . 
jdatioDs  to  thedecea&d,  whatever  their  inward  grief  may  be, 
are  above  axpreiCog  it  in  any  other  way  than  a  grave  and 
compofed  behaviour  i  and  in  this  fdent  guife  they  follow  tbe 
corpfe  to  fome  neighbouring  eminence,  where,  having  dug  a 
grave,  they  depofit  it,  and  cover  it  with  earth ;  alter  which 
they  rear  a  heap  of  ftones  over  it,  which  ferves  at  once  for  a 
iDonument,  and  a  defence  from  carnivorous  beafts  ^.  ^  v 

Thus  much  may  fnffice  with  refpeft  to  the  wanderii^ip]^/^ 
Jrabs;  all  that  need  be  added  is,  that  though  they  are  almm  have  'm 
all  Mohammedans,  yet  they  have  not,  that  we  can  find,  any  mojii. 
moiks  through  all  this  vaft  continent ;  and  indeed,  coo- 
fidering  their  frequent  removing  from  place  to  pbce,  it  would 
be  very  inconvenient  for  them  to  have  any  portable  ones 
large  enough  to  ferve  the  whole  dow-war  ;  and  they  think 
their  own  tents  and  concomitant  lumber  incumbrance  fujSS- 
cknt  to  difpenfe  them  from  it.     For  which  reafon  they  con-  ^^  eare* 
tent  themfelves  with  faying  their  prayers  in  their  tents,  ^txftdoftbtit 
having  firft  waflied  tbemfdves  as  ufual,  where  water  can  \^^^^pnu 
had,  or,  where  that  fails,  rubbed  themfelves  all  over  with  fand  ^^** 
or  dull.     This  fhews,  however,  their  zeal  and  fincerity  in 
performing  thofe  dutlei  of  their  religion  in  the  beft  way  they 
c^Mt  rather  than  omit  them  for  want  of  water  or  a  mofk. 
The  cafe,  however,  is  othcrwife  with  the  two  other  clafles, 
akeady  fpokep  of,  who  live  in  towns  iand  villages,  and  want 
;ieither  the  one  nor  the  other,  and  are  employed  either  in 
trade  or  commerce,  or  follow  agriculture  and  breeding  of 
atde ;  for  thefe,  Specially  the  latter,  who  are  commonly 
feated  along  the  rivers  for  the  fake  of  commerce,  as  well  as 
pailurage,  have  every-where  their  fynagqgues,  and  oppor- 
tOQity  of  vacating  on  their  reli^us  duties.    And  yet  it  is 
a  queftion  whether  thefe  or  the  Other  dafs,  which  may  be 
more  propefly  ftyled  merchants,  are  fo  zealous  obfervers  of 
their  law  as  thofe  of  the  wandering  kind,  who  live  moftly  on 
ni{une.     It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  mercantile  ciafs  is  no 
le&^ven  to  motiou,  though  on  diifoent  errands,  and  travels 
as  nmch  fix>m  one  kingdom  to  another,  in  queft  of  gain,  as 
the  other  doth  after  plunder.     Their  favourite  traffic  is  that 
«f  gold ;  of  which  they  are  the  more  greedy,  as  the  natives  do 
tot  fuffer  them  to  fettle  where  there  are  any  mines  of  that 
jrccious  metal ;  and  as  the  Europeans ^  with  whom  they 

«  Idem.  ibid. 

traffic 
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traffic,  are  very  careful  not  tb  bring  any  to  them  ;  for  whii 
reafon  they  are  conteiit  to  undertake  the  longeft  and  mol 
difficult,  as  well  a3  dangerous,  vbyages  into  the  kingdoms 
Tamhuty  Galaam,  GagOy  (be.  where  it  is  found  in  great  plenty^ 
and  exchanged  with  the  inhabitant  for  cloaths,  trinkets,  iron 
and  brafs  tools  and  utenfils,  arid  6ther  co^lmodit^es  of  fmali 
value.  They  fcruple  not  to  carry  it  off  by  main  force,  wherb 
■they  are  ftrong  enough,  and  even  the  very  owners  thdmfelvd,) 
•  and  fell  theni  for  flaves*  So  that,  in  the  main,  their  intentions  c^ 
this  kind  of  traffic  are  nbt  one  jot  honefter  than  thofedf.them 
wandering  brethren,  for  they  are  equally  tead;^  to  trade  drj 
plunder,  as  occafion  offers ;  and  are  as  arrant  Arabs  as  they."' 
If  there  be  any  difference  between  them,  it  is  only  thi?,  that  the 
one  is  of  a  more  martial  and  fierce  difpofition,  the  other  more 
fordid  and  greedy  after  gain,  and  Ivill  fubmit  to  the  loweft 
,    arts,  or  undergo  the  greatefl  fatigues  ;ind  dangers,  to  prd^ 
cure  It. 
Difficulties     To  give  dur  readers  one  inftance  for  all  of  this  laflfpecies, 
attending    we  need  but  fubjoin  here  a  fliort  fpecimen  of  this  one  branch 
the  Ara-    of  traffic,  which  they  carry  on  with  the  kingdoms  above- 
biati  cara-  mentioned,  and  of  the  hazards  and  diiKculties  which  attend 
veks*        the  perfdrniahce  of  th^t  long  voyage,  ift.  It  is  computed  to  be 
between  6  and  706  leagues  long,  and  thofe  leagues  far  from 
being  of  the  fhortefl:.  2dly.  It  lies  thl*ough  a  vafl  fandy  defart, 
from  the  moveablenefs  of  the  fand  flyled  alfo  the  fattdy  fea, 
near  200  leagues  in  length,  and  in  which  no  Water  is  to  bfe 
found,  except  in  two  places,  and  in  very  deep  wells,  very 
"often  choaked  up  with  fand  ;  which  being,  with  great  diffi- 
culty and  labour  dug  out,  the  water  at  the  bottom  comes  iip 
fo  brackifh  and  fo  unpleafant  and  im'svholfome,  that  hdthing 
but  mere  neceffity,  and  the  pnavoidable  danger  of  perifhiog 
through  exceffive  thirfl,  can  make  it  go  down  ;  even  their 
very  camels,  the  only  beaft  of  burthen  that  is  fit  for  fuch 
journies,  are  fatiated  with  it  before  they  have  drank  half  their 
fill  (S).     3dly*  Thefe  welk  arc  very  difficult  to  be  found, 

and, 

(S)  Thefe  ufeful  creatures,  mates,  and  are  not  only  adapted 

(which    the  Africans  flyle  the  by  nature,  butinured  by  art,  both 

riches  of  heaven,   for  fo  Mar-  to  bear  the  greateit  burtkens, 

mol t^h  us  theirname imports,  heats,  and  fatigues,  but   tha( 

and,  one  may  add,  the  riches  which   is    the  greateil  of  all) 

o^Jfricut  fmce  they  reckon,  a  hunger  and   thirfl..    We  Ihall 

man's  wealth  by  the  number  of  Ihew,  in  the  fequel  of  this  Jfrl 

camels  he  is  mafler  of)  feem  de-  can  hiftory ,  by  what  arts  the) 

iigned  by  Providence  for  the  are  trained  up  from  colts  to  thi: 

life  of  thefe  hot  and  dry  <li-  ufcfal  yet  miferablc  drudgery 

infomacli 
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ind,  if  mifled,  or  pafled  over,  a  number  of  people  mufl  be 
difpatched  backward  and  forward,  as  well  as  to  the  right  and 
left,  to  find  them  oBt,  or  the  >frhole  caravan  muft  inevitably 
pcrifli.  To  atvoid  which,  they  ^tt  obliged  to  fleer  by  the 
cofflpafs,  as  is  done  at  fca,  and  with  moch  greater  caution, 
and  be  provided  with  expert  land  pilots,  ^^h'o*  are  well  ac- 
quainted with  that  route. 

But  the  nioft  dreadful  of  all  dangers,   is  the  ircQmnt  j^angtt 
tempefts  with  which  this  fandy  fea  is   equally  agitated  z%from  tern^ 
the  ocean,  and-  are  occafioned  by  vehement  winds,  whicli  /^/^j  and 
raife  and  whirl  the  fand  to  fuch  a  height  and  length,  as  often  q^ddfaidf* 
overwhelms  a  whole  caravan,  and  buries  them  alive  beyond 
all  poffible  recovery.    To  avoid  which,  the  Arabs  take  care 
to  chufe  the  moft  gentle  feafons,  ancf  fuch  as  long  experience    ' 
hath  taught  are  leaft  liable  to  thefe  furious  whirlwinds ;  that 
fe,  a  month  before  and  after  the  two  folftices ;  but  never  ven- 


infomnch  that  they  will  go 'a 
«hole  fortnight,  (bme  fay  three 
weeks,  or  a  month,  ox  even 
longer,  with  a  burden  of  600  lb, 
weight  on  their  backs,  without 
a  drop  of  water,  or  any  other 
fuftenance  than  a  few  coarle 
dates  given  to  them  once  in 
three  or  four  days. 

In  this  part  oi  Jfrica^  where 
ftey  arc  bred  in  great  plenty, 
and  bought  at  a  moderate  price,  , 
the  Arabs  are   fo  inhuman  to 
thetij,  as 'to  deny  them  their  ne» 
ceffary  allowance,  even  where 
it  can  be  caiily  had,  out  of  mere 
covetoufnefs  ;  not  cacing  what 
they  make  them  fuffer  during 
their  journey,  nor  how  foon  they 
drop  down  dead  with  hunger 
and  labour,  fo  it  be  not  before 
ihey  have  got  to  their  journey's 
Cftd.     Neither  are  they'  over- 
follicitous  if  any  doth  fo,  as  it 
often  happens ;  in  which  cafe 
they    only  divide  bis  burthen 
among  five  or  fix  of  his  com  pa* 
nions.     So  that  by  that  time 
they  reach  the  place  to  which 


they  arc  bound,  they  are  fo  •ma- 
ciated   and  unfit    for   further 
fervke,  that  nobody  will  giv^ 
any    thing    for    them ;     and 
all  the  recompenfe  they  have 
for  their  gainful  fcrvicp,  is  to 
be  turned  oiF  to  ftarve  and  rojt 
above  ground.     There  is   ftill 
one  ufeful    excellency    which 
this  creature  is  endued  with, by 
nature,  -in  order  to  enable  it  to 
go  fo  long  without  drinking; 
namely,    a   kind  of  refervoir, 
which   contains  all  the   water 
which  he  drinks,  and  difpenfes 
it  fo  gradually,   and  by  fmalt 
quantities,  to  the  other  parts  of 
the  body,   as  to  keep  it   ftill 
frefli  and  adlive,yct  fo  a$  not  to 
be  exhaufted,  as  it  is  in  other 
creatures,  in  lefs  than  1 2  or"  i  5 
days.     But  this  likewife  proves 
often  the  capfe  of  its  death; 
for  when  their  Arabian  mailers 
find  themfelves  in  great  want  of 
it,  they  make  no-fcruple  to  but- 
cher them  to  come  at  it,  and 
quench  their  thirft  with  what  is 
left  of  it  (10). 


l\o)  AUnnsl^  Dafptr,  Lahat,  ^  al  fup,  citaU 


ture 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


64  4  geiteral  Defmptm  if  Africa.     B.  XVI*; 

ture  at  thofe  of  the  tWo^ecjuinoxes,  when  tbefe  winds  areob* 
jlerved  to  rage  moft  '. 
tUcit  Those  rich  and  opulent   kingdoms   above-^mentioaed, 

*A^  .   have  been  hitherto  unknowa  Hot  only  to  the  Europeans,  but 
iAef  tradi.  |^  ^  ^^^  meafurc  alfo  tt>  the  Africans p  or  to  any  but  the  jlra^ 
biansy  who  are  too  fordid  and  referved  in  matters  of  fidf-in-. 
tereft  to  give  the  ieaft  intelligence  either  about  diem  or  the 
way  that  leads  to  them.   One  thing  we  may  be  fnre  of  is»  that 
the  traffic  with  them  muft  be  very  confiderable,  to  anfwer 
fuch  a  long  and  fatiguing  voyage,  and  the  vaft  riiks  and  dan- 
ifaiMTi      gcrs  of  it.    Accordingly  we  are  told  that  they  bring  away 
andgain*^  great  quandties  of  goM,  beiides  ivory  of  the  whiteft  kincC 
fidnefs  of  bczoar,  civet,  and  a  great  number  of  flaves,  whom  they  load 
ihfir  traf'  homeward  with  thole  commodides,  inftead  of  their  camels, 
/'•  which  they  leave  behind  to  ftarvc  at  large.    In  exchange  for 

thofe  valuables  they  carry  thither  vaft  quantities  of  fait,  which 
thofe  kingdoms  very  much  want,  befides  cloaths,  and  a  great 
variety  of  trinkets,  which  they  trifiic  for  with  the  Europeans. 
Andwearefartliertold,  that  the  ^r^t^i  fettled  along  the  fou  th- 
em coafts,  carry  on  much  the  fame  gainful  trade  with  the  in- 
^^j^^i   land  kingdoms  on  that  fide;  the  inhabitants  of  them  being  either 
jr  w  /w-  jQ^  proud  or  indolent  to  ftir  out  of  their  country  on  any  fuch 
t*^^ifO     errand,  as  long  as  they  can  have  thofe  European  commodities 
brought  to  them  from  other  parts  of  Jfrica  (T).    What  we 

have 

'  Labat,  ubi Tap.  Leo,  Marmol,  GaAMMAr,  Dapper,  Jb 
al.  plur. , 

(T)   It  will  hot  be  thoaght,  Ibagnated  the  air,  that  there  was 

we  hope,  an  unfeafonable  di*  no  poflibility  of  living  in  it,  and 

^         greffion  to  obferve  h^re,  that  it  their  men  died  fo  faft  that  tbey 

was  with  a  view  to  that  advan-  were  forced  to  abandon  theen- 

Ugeous  trade  that  our  Bngiijb  terprife. 

company  fettled  at  iirft  on  the  The  next  was  the  bloody  op« 

river  Gamiiag  not  doubting  but  pofition  tbey  met  with  from  the 

it  had  fuch  a  communication  Meorj  on  both  fides  of  that  ri- 

with  the  Nim  or  Senaga^  as  ver,  who  were  ftirred  up  to  k 

would  open  them  a  way  to  foroe  by  ibnie  Porttignefi   mulattos, 

of  tho<effoldencountne8.  The  feuled  all  that  way   amongft 

project,  now  well  concerted  fo-  them,  and  dreaded  the  detri-^ 

ever,  proved  impradlicable  on  ment  which  this  new  projed,  if 

feveral    accounts,    which    we  foccefsful,    would   occafion  to 

ihall  barely  hint.     One  was  the  their  own  trade.    So  diat  the 

exceffive  heats  which  reigned  Enrltfij  vftre    contifiually  ex* 

all  the  way,  as  well  as  the  vaft  poied  to  the  (hots  of  the  enemy, 

number  of  trees  which  grew  on  who  lay  in  covert  ambafli,  on 

both  fides  of  the  river,  and  fo  both  fides  s  and  had  no  fooner 

made 
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have  been  fpcaking  of  concerning  the  above-mentioned  card* 
van,  relates  indeed  chiefly  to  the  Arabians  fettled  in  Barbary 
and  Morocco,  but  we  fliall  find  them  cvery-where  over  all 
Africa  equally  immerged  in  the  ^nercantilc  way,  and  travel- 
ling far  and  near  in  it  to  inrich  themfelves  by  the  fame  frau-^ 
dulent  artifices,  flicking  at  nothing  that  brings  them  gain  ; 
and,  like  the  reft  of  their  brethren,  fcorning  to  procure  it  by 
fair,  if  they  can  any  how  do  it  by  foul  means.  In  one  thing 
however,  they  are  very  fcrupulous,  that  though  they  drive  » 

fuch  a  large  commerce  in  (laves,  yet  they  will  never  part 
with  any  of  them  to  fhc  Europeans.  Their  rcafon  for  it  is, 
that  they  look  npon  them  as  Infidels,  to  whom,  they  think,  it  ■ 
would  be  the  greateft  cruelty  to  fell  a  Mohammedan^  though 
at  ever  fo  high  a  price.  This  fcruple,  which  is  fo  detrimen- 
tal to  that  branch  of  the  African  traffick,  all  the  merchants  in 
that  kind  of  commodity,  have  often  tried  all  their  wit  and 
addrefs  to  cure  them  of,  but  all  hitherto  in  vain. 

T  H  E  R  E  ijyet  another  branch ;  viz.  that  of  ivory,  which  Elephants, 
theie  Areibs   abftsdn   from,  out  of  a  fuperftitious    notion,  lubyfpar* 
iaftilled  into  them  by  their  pharifaical  marabouts,  that  the^^^;'  ^be 
touch  of  any  part  of  that  deadnnimal  caufes  a  legal  defile- ^*'*^5» 
meat.     On  which  account  they  never  attempt  to  kill  them, 
but  let  them  range  at  liberty  in  vaft  numerous  droves,  with- 
out molefting  them ;  unlefs,  as  they  frequently  are  apt  to 
do,  they  break  into  their  fown  fields,  before  they  have  got 
m  their  h^tvcft  ;   and  even  then  content  themfelves  with 
driving  them  out  with  lighted  ftraw,  which  frights  them 
away  without  doing  them  any  other  harm.    This  nodon,  ri*  _  . 
diculous  as  it  is,  prevents  the  great  deftruftion  which  would 
otherwife  be  made  of  that  noble  animal,  aad  the  exportation 

made  their  difcharge,  than  they  and    content  themfelves  with 

fall  Hat  on  their  bellies,  to  avoid  what  traffick  they  could  obtain 

the  fire  of  their  mufqactry.  there  from  the  Negroes,  whoc 

But  the  greateft  obftacle  of  brought  to  them  thither  gold 

all  was  that  of  the  riVer  itfelf,  duft,   elephants    teeth^    flaves, 

and  the  impoffibility  of  rowing .  hides,  gums,  and  other  commo- 

againil  its  rapid  ftream,  or  ot«  dities  of  lefs  value,  or  with  what 

making  their  way  th^o^gh  fome  themfelves  fetch  from  a  place 

(hallows,  where  it    was  quire  called  Baracotta,  which  lieth  a 

choaked  up  with  ra(hes,  flags,  little  higher  up  the  fame  river^ 

and  other  fuch  infarmountable-  and  where  the  Mundingo  Ne- 

impediments.  All  which  forced  groes    barter   much  the  fame 

them  back  again  to  their  fmall  merchandifes  with  them  (i  i ). 
ifland  o(  3t.  James  on  that  river, 

(11)  Jd,  ibid,  vid,  &  Hatkluyt,  Lio  Afr'icanns,  &  aJ.  Linfchot,  Lshaf,  &  al. 
Jtf,  titmi. 

Moo.HisT.VoL.XIV.  r  of 


B6  4  generid  Defcfiption  if  Africa.    B.  XVI. 

6f  fo  great  8  quantity  of  ihcic  teeth,  sis  well  as  .of  the  J/rk4n 
(laves.     But  this  is  all  abundantly  made  up  by  the  Negroes, 
Moors,  and  other  natives,  who,  being  lefs  fcrupulous  in  fuch 
matters,  deftroy  myriads  of  the  fornaer  in  a  year,  and  live 
.partly  on  their  fiefb,  and  make  no  confcience  to  fell,  their 
'    countrymen,  and  even  relations,  to  the  Chriftians,  tho'  they 
look  upon  that  ftate  as  the  moft  dreadful  and  miferable  that 
can  happen  to  them  in  this  life ;  it  being,  the  common  notion 
deeply  rooted  amongft  them,  that  the  Europeans  buy  theto 
to  fatten  apid  ferfft  on,  and  afterwards  to  burn  their  bones, 
and  make  charms  and  other  witcheries  with  them,  in  order 
to  procure  larger  yearly  fupplies  of  them  *. 
Aftica  Having  now  given  an  account  of  what  is  moft  worthy 

famed  for  notice  with  relation  to  the  ytfrkan  nativi^,  as  well  as  Jrabs, 
wi/J  ^^  g^^  next  take  a  fliort  review  of  th^  various  kinds  of  ani- 
ttafs.  jQ^ij  which  this  country  produces  beyond  any  of  the  other 
three  parts  of.  the  world,  it  being,  from  the  remoteft  times, 
famed  on  account  of  its  dry  and  fandy  foil,  and  fcarcity  of 
water,  and  for  nourishing  a  much  greater  quantity  and  variety 
of  animals  of  the  monftrous  kind,  than  any  other  in  the  world. 
We  fhall,  however,  be  readily  exeufed  by  our  readers  from 
entering  into  an  enquiry  bow  far  the  caufes  Pliny  and  other 
naturalifts  have  affigned  for  fuch  unnatural  births  will  ftand 
the  teft  of  reafon  and  experience,  as  well  as  from  examining 
whether  the  half  of  what  we  read  concerning  them  be  really 
faft'or  not;  fuch  enquiries,*  how  ufeful  and  curious  foever, 
would  carry  us  beyond  our  ftated  bounds,  and. are  more  pro- 
perly the  bufinefs  of  naturalifts.  Ours,  therefore,  fhall  be 
chiefly  to  give  a  fuccinft  account  of  the  animal  produc- 
tions of  the  country,  which  arc  peculiar  to  it,  or  have  any 
thing  remarkable  above  thofe  of  other  parts  of  the  world  : 
and  herein,  to  ^void  needlefs  repetitions,  we  fliall  confine  our- 
felves  to  a  general  account  of  them  in  this  place,  and  defer  the 
fartlier  defcription  of  fuch,  as  either  for  their  curiofity  de- 
ferVe,  or  for  their  ftrangenefs  require,  'a  particular  one,  to 
thofe  countries  in  which  they  either  moft  abound  or  excel. 
And  the  fame  method  we  (hallobferve  with  relation  to 
mountains,  nveis,  lakes,  and  other  particulars  of  this  large 
continent. . 
Tame  We  begin  with  their  tame  quadrupedes,  of  which  there 

hqfij.  is  a  great  abundance  not  only  of  thofe  which  are  to  be 
found  in  Europe  and  Afia,  and  in  much  more  numerous 
herds,  but  in  many  parts  of  Africa,  likewife  much  larger, 

*  Ce  hoc,  vid;CAVAZ.  Congo,  lib.  ii.  p.  54,  &  feq.  &  al. 

flip,  citat. 

ftronger. 
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ftrcaiger,  fatter,  and  better  reliflied,  than  ours,  particijlarly 
the  bulls,  oxen,  cows,  (hccp,  goats,  and  deer  •*  Their  horfes  7-^^/^ 
arc  indeed  fmaller,  but  finely  fhaped,  fleet,  and  of  variety  horfes  ex* 
of  bcantiftil  colours.  Some  authors  have  qneftioned  whether  ceiknt* 
thcfe  laft  were  natives  of  Africa,  or  only  brought  thither 
fince  the  coming  of  the  Jrabs  into  thefe  parts.  Thefc 
are  indeed  the  beft  breeders  and  experteft  mailers  in  break- 
fag  and  riding  of  them ;  but  from  the  great  multitudes  and 
variety  that  run  wild  in  many  parts  pf  the  country,  wh^rc 
thofe  j^rabs  have  not  jpct  penetrated,  one  Would  be  apt  to 
conclude,  that  the  natives,  had  them  long  before  that  time ; 
though  thofe  of  the  Jrabs,  efpecially  the  barbs,  are  by  far 
the  fineft  and  moft  efteemed,  not  by  them  only,  but  by 
ftrang«rs  of  every  country.  They  exceed  in  fwiftnefs  all  other 
creaturesy  except  the  dant,  or,  as  the  Jrabs  call  it,  lant,  a 
vild  bea(l,  of  which  we  (hall  fpeak  in  thefequel ;  and  fome 
even  this  ;  and  when  they  do,  the  o\yner8  hardly  know  how 
to  fe^  a  fufficient  value  upon  them. 

The  camel,  though  not  peculiar  to  jtfrica,  is  one  erf"  thfe  Cainels  ' 
ffioft  nfefui  and  neceflary  animals  in  it,  not  only  on  account  their  ufe^ 
pf  the  great  loads  it  is  able  to  carry  above  other  beads  oihwr- fulnefs* 
*dcn,  but  for  its  lingular  traftablenefs,  patience,  and  abftl- 
nence,  being  brought  up  to  travel  fome  months  together, 
through  the  hotteu  fands  and  barren  defarts,   with  their 
heavy  burthens,  and  with  fo  fmall  a  fuftenance  of  either  food 
or  water,  as  no  other  living  creature  can  do.     Without  their 
help,  their  vaft  commerce,  which   is  carried  on  from  one 
place  to  another  in  large  caravans,  mull  foon  be  at  an  end  ; 
without  them,  the  wild  Jrabs  would  neither  be  able  to  re* 
move  their  ftimilies,  habitations,  and  lumber,  fo  frequently,  or 
fo  far  as.thcy  commonly  do  ° ;  and  many  other  branches  of  their 
fervicc  ^ould  the  natives  of  thofe  hot  climates  be  deprived  of  • 
in  peace>  as  well  as  in  war ;  for  in  this  laft  refpeft  we  have 
elfewhcre  feen  them  trained  up  fo  as  tofupply  the  want  even 
rf  artillery  ^.    WefliaU  not  take  up  our  readers  time  With  the 
dcfcription  of  this  moft  ufeful  animal,  as  its  ftiape  and  fize 
are  fufficiendy  known  from  other  works  of  this  nature ;  and 
we  (hall  have  fo  frequent  occafion  jto  fpeak  of  its  lingular  ufe 
and  laborious  fervices   through  the  courfe  of  this  African 
hiftory,  not  only  as  a  beaft  of  burthen,  but  on  account  of 
their  milk,  which  yields  an  excellent  drink,  and  of  their  flefh, 
which   is  the  chief  food  of  the  natives,  efpecially  of  the 

t  Leo  AtRiCAKTus,  Marmol,  Pigafbtta,  k   al.  ubi  fup. 
«  Sec  before,  p.  67,  &  feq.      *  Ibid.  vol.  vi.  p.  54. 
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j4rabs  ^.  They  arc  commonly  long-lived,  fomc  fay  as  far  as 
to  loo  years,  if  not  abufed,  as  they  too  frequently  arc  by  their 
inhuman  owners  ^. ,  Qther  curious,  though  lefs  momen- 
tous particulars  relating  to  them^  the  reader  may  fee  in  the 
.  margin  (U). 

y  Dehisjvid.  Leo  Africanus,  lib.  ix.  Marmol  Afriq.lib* 
'i.  C.14&23.  Davitt,  Dapper,  Labat,&  al.  *ibid. 

.  ubifup. 


(U)  It  is  allowed  that  the 
,  camels  of  Africa  are  by  far 
preferable  and  more  ufeful 
than  thofe  of  AJia^  on  many 
accounts,  as  their  largenefs, 
ftrcngth,  and  particularly  their 
being  able  to  travel  40,  50,  or 
even  60  days  with  little,  or 
even  without  food.  They  arc 
like  wife  very  tradable  andfub- 
miflive  underthe  burden,biit  vin- 
dictive when  ill' ufed,  and  will 
watch  an  opportunity  of  repay- 
ing the  injury  with  an  unex- 
pc^ed  kick  or  grievous  bite. 

The  method  the  natives  take 
to  rear  them  up  to  that  flaviih 
fervice  is  no  lefs  lingular.     As 
foon  as  the  colt  is  foaled,  they 
take  him  reeking  warm  from  the 
dam,  and  lay  him  fla^,  with  his 
fore  feet  bent  under  his  belly, 
and. upon  a  carpet,  and  wrap 
him  up  clofe  in  it,  adding  gra- 
dually fome  weight  upon  his 
back ;  by  which  means  he  is 
eafily  reared  up  to  receive  his 
^burthen,    in  that   polture,    by 
touching  his  knees  with  a  flick* 
In  order  to  inure  them  to  hun- 
ger and  thirft,  they  at  ^x^  keep 
them  from  fucking  a  whole  day, 
then  two,  three,  and  fo  on  to 
eight  or  ten  days,  and  praflifethe 
fame  method  when  weaned,  by 


keejHngthem  from  their  ufaal 
food  and  drink,  and  teaching 
them  (o  receive  a  daily  increafe 
of  weight  upon  their  backs,  and 
rciling  nnder  it  upon  their  bel- 
lies, till  they  become  £t  for  bo- 
il nefs,  that  is  for  carrying  hea- 
vey  burdens  through  long  jour- 
neys, and  barren  burning  fands, 
with  the  fm^lleft,  and  fome- 
times  without  any  fuilenance, 
and  to  carry  a  burden  of  600, 
706,  and  fome  even  to  1 000  arid 
1200  weight  (12). 

No  lefs  fingular  is  the  me- 
thod by  which  they  breed  them 
up  likewife  for  diverfion^  and 
teach  the^i   to    dance   to  the 
found  of  the  tabor  or  pipe,  by 
bringing  .  them,    whilft  young 
colts,  into  a  kind  of  (love,  made 
hot  for  the  purpofe,  where  the 
floor  burning  their  feet,  they 
&ip  and  dance  aboujf,  now  on 
one  foot,  now  on  another,  then 
on  their  knees ;  all  this  while 
the  tabor  or  pipe  playing  fome 
tune  ;    by  which  means  they 
are  gradually  inured,  when  they 
hear  the  fame  inflrument  play, 
on  the  cold  ground,  to  danCe 
to  the  tune  it  plays,    and  ob- 
ferve  the    cadence  of  it  with 
furprifmg  exadlnefs  and  agili- 
ty (13). 


( I  z)   fV^w  ihiA,  Daif'ty.  Ramutio,  Dapper^  ^  al,  mult» 
lih.  ix.  liu /}..'].  i^i^gii,  'ouL  i,  ^.91,  Gf  aL  uU  fuf» 
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The  dromedary,  a  {mailer  aqc}  flimmer  fpecies  of  camel,  Dromg^ 
is  no  lefs  ufeful  a  creature  for  its  fwif tnefs  than  the  other  for  ^^r/« 
its . carriage,  and  is  commonly  ufed  for  expedition;  they 
being  affirmed  to  travel  forty  leagues  per  day,  for  10  days 
together,  with  the  fmallefl  pittance  of  barley  and  water;  on 
all  which  accounts  it  is  called  by  that  name,  and  chiefly  ufed 
for  fpeedy  travelling.    It  hath,  moreover,  a  back  fuitcd  for,,- . 
tha^  purpofe  ;  that  is,  one,  and  fome  two,  bunches  of  foft  ^-fr 
long  hair,  which  are  a  kind  of  patural  faddle  for  the  rider/  -^^^ 
find  its  legs  of  a  proper  length  for  clearing  a  good  deal  of 
ground  in  a  little  time.     It  hath  no  hoofs  on  its  feet,  but  a 
broad  foot,  fenced  by  a  thick  Ikin,  which  becomes  harder 
with  travelling,  and  readers  that  animal  the  more  fure-footed. 
Their  common  height  is  between  feven  or  eight  feet  from 
the  bottom  of  the  fore  feet  to  the  crown  of  the  head.    Their 
fldn  is  fleek,  and  hair  fmpoth  ;  they  can  bear  hunger,  thirft, 
and  long  fatigues ;  and,  when  they  come  to  the  water,  which 
they  cpQimonly  take  care  to  trouble  with  their  feet,  they 
take  in  fuch  plenty  of  it,  as  will  ferve  them  eight,  ten,  or 
more  days  ;  and,  if  we  may  believe  fome  authors,  to  quench 
the  thiril  of  their  riders  in  cafe  of  neceffity  (X). 

The  next  ufeful  and  profitable  kind  of  animals,  is  that  jy^jngr,. 
of  their  horfes,  with  which  feveral  parts  of  ylfrica  abound, 
and  which  the  Arabs,  in  particular,  breed  in  vaft  numbers.  ^'«  ^^«rf 
They  are  commonly  diftinguiflied  amongft  us  by  the  name^T*^'* 
ol  Barbs,  becaufe  firft  brought  into  Europe  from  the  coafls  of 
Bqrbary,     They  are  originally  natives  of  Jrabia ;  though 
beautiful  and  fleet,  ftrong  and  ferviceable,  yet  were  left  to 
run  wild  in  the  woods  in  numerous  droves,  till  the  Arabs 
firft  broke  them  to  the  bit,  and,  among  other  countries  ia 
theu*  neighbourhood,  flocked  the  greateft  part  of  this  with . 
them,  where  they  have  been  in  great  efteem  both  for  their 
bcatity  and  ufefulnefs  ever  fince,  whether  for  riding,  hunting. 
Warring,  or  courfing,  but  chiefly  for  their  fleetnefs  in  the  two  • 
laft;  infomuch,  that  Xenophon  tells  his  CyruSy  that,  when 
any  of  thefe  courfers  was  arrived  to  fuch  a  height  as  to  be 
able  to  outrun   the  dante,   orlampte,  or  to  overtake  an 
oftrich,  he  was  ufually  fold  for  1000  gold  ducats,  or  bar- 
tered for  lOQ  common  camels ;  the  experiment  of  which  was 

(X)  This  is  done,    we    are  which  extend  thcmfelvcs  ftill 

told,  by   opening  ^  hole  into  farther,  like  fo  many  bags,  and 

tkcir  paunch,  which  is  compof-  ferve  as  ,  a  refervoir  in  which  ^ 

td  of  four  ventricles,  and  at  the  they  carry  this  their  watry  pro-* 

^omofeach  are  about  twenty  vifion^ 


idets  into  fo  many  partitions, 


f  %  irfuallY 
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vfoally  tried  af  their  races  or  puMic  markets.    One  method 
l^mong  the  reft  wl^ch  the  Arabs  tife  to  bring  them  to  that  ex- 
traprdinary  pitch  of  fwiftnefs,  is,  by  feeding  them  momiDg 
^ad  evening  with  camels  'milk,  and  that  only  in  fuch  a  quail'!- 
tjty  as  will  give  ftrength  and  agility  to  their  limbs,  without 
incumbering  tJiem  with  a  fnperfluous  weight  of  flcfh.   They 
likewife  fend  theiu  into  pafture,  as  foon  as  the  grafs  is  fvSX 
grown,  and  leave  them  th^re  about  two  months,  dprin^ 
If'iii        irhich  time  they  never  get  upon  their  backs  *.     What  wild 
hr/fi'       horfes  thcr^  are  in  Jfrica  are  of  too  fleet  a  nature  to  be 
caught  in  the  common  hunting  way.  Theft,  therefore,  which 
however  are  not  very  numerous,  the  wild  Jrabs  have  a  way 
of  catching  alive  by  gins  and  traps  laid  in  the  fand,  into  whim 
they  drive  them  out  of  the  woods,  not  fomuch  whh  a  vie^v 
of  breaking  them  for  ufe,  as  to  feaft  upon  their  flefh,  whic^ 
they  efleem   a  delicious   bit,  cfpeciaUy  when*  young  and 
plnmp  ;  })y  which  means  they  prevent  their  niultiplying  too 
iaft  upon  them,  and  devouring  th^  pafture,  which  (hould 
fervefor  their  own  cattle  **. 
Other  do'       Other  domeftlc  animals,  fuch  as  bulls  and  cows,  a(Ies^ 
pieftie,  anj-  Ibf ep,  goats,  6c,  are  here  alfo  in  gtcat  plenty  ijnd  variety, 
^//»         but  need  not  be  dwelt  upon  ;  we  fhall  only  obfervc,  tha^ 
their  larger  kind  is  much  fmaller,  and  their  fmall  much  larger 
ihan  ours  in  proportion.     One  large  kind  of  cows  they 
have,  efpecially  in  Egypt,  without  any  hair,  with  long  tail^ 
trailing  on  the  ground,  and  necks  fpotted  and  ftreaked  with 
various  colours.     Their  ftieep  are  large,  and  one  fort  of  them 
have  thpfe  long  and  fleflfy  tails,  which,  as  we  have  taken  notice 
pf  infome  parts  ofyi^^,  weigh  between  20  or  30  pounds.  That 
which  they  call  j^din-ndim  is  of  the  bignefs  of  a  common  afs, 
find  with  long  ears  hanging  dowq.  The  males  are  without  horns, 
but  the  females  have  them  of  various  fizes  and  ftiapes.     Thefc 
Tjtt  much  efteemed  by  the  Libyans  on  account  of  the  plen- 
ty of  milk  they  give,  of  which  they  make  their  cheefe  And 
tmtter,  and  pommon  drink.     Their  wool,  though  ftiort,  is 
good  and  ferviceable.  Both  m?4es  and  females  are  exceeding 
tame  and  gentle,  and  fome  of  them  ftrong  enough  to  carry  9, 
man  on  th^ir  backs.     Ampng  their  great  variety  of  goats  they 
^  have  that  kind  which  breeds  the  true  bezoar,  or,  according 

\Q  Qth^r  authors,  the  muik ;  but  they  difagree  fo  mjich  in  their 
^pfa  iption,  that  we  may juftly  call  both  in  queftion,  But  whei 
ther  faft  or  no,  the  creatures  which  bear  both  the  one  and 
fl^e  piher  ^rp  of  the  wild,  and  not  of  the  tame  and  domeftic, 

*    Leo  Africanus,  Marhoi,  Ramv^.  Datpir,  i«Af at» 
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kind  we  are  now  upon ;  and  to  which  we  (hall  onl^  add,  that 
amcmg  thefe  there  are  many  that  run  wild  in  the  woods  and 
ddarts.  There  are  wild  bulls  and  cows,  horfes  and  afles,  goats, 
ifc.  down  to  the  very  dog  kind,  of  which  there  is  a  fort  of  as 
dangerous  and  deftruftive  a  nature  as  any  of  the  wolf,  tiger, 
or  leopard  kind,  as  we  fliall  fee  in*our  progrefs  through  this 
part  of  the  globe.  It  is  with  the  fame  view  that  we  omit 
feme  others  of  the  fame  tame  kind,  which,  though  of  no  lefs 
curious  a  nature  than  thofe  we  have  fpoken  of,  yet  being  pe- 
culiar to  certain  parts  and  kingdoms  of  it,  may  be  more 
properly  mentioned  in  our  defcription  of  their  native  foil. 

We  come  now  to  fpeak  of  thofe  of  the  wild,  voracious,  Wild 
aad  defbruftive  kinds,  of  wjiich  this  country  produces  a  flill  heafts, 
larger  quantity,  and  greater  variety.     At  the  head  of  thefe 
we  may  juilly  place  the  Elephant,  that  noble  and  excellent  Elefhants. 
creature,  which,  in  our  courfe  through  the  Jfiatic  hiflory, 
we  have  had  fo  frequent  occaijon  to  celebrate,  as  much  for 
its  furprifing  qualides  of  fenfe,  docility,  courage,  and  ufeful* 
nefs,  as  for  its  fuperior  ftrength  and  fize,  abov^  all  other 
quadrupedes  *= ;  but  in  every  part  of  this  vaft  country,  and 
variety  of  nations,  is  found  to  be  as  wild,  ferocious,  and 
deftruftive,  as  any  of  the  favage  kind  :   none  of  the  Jfri- 
can  inhabitants,  whether  Jrah,  natives,  or  ftraogers,  having 
fo  much  as  attempted  to  tame  and  render  them  as  fer^ 
viceable  as  the  Chincfe  and  other  polite  Indian  nations  hav^e 
done^  inftead  of  letting   them  continue  fuch  a  dreadful 
and  devouring  nuifance  where-ever  they  are.      Infomuch 
that,  if  -we  except  fome  few  that  are  brought  up  tame  i& 
the  empire  of  j^bijfinia,  and  that  rather  out  of  curiofity 
and  grandeur  than  ufe,  whilft  they  leave  all  the  reft  to 
range  and  ravage  their  lands  and  harvefls,  they  are  thcfi^. 
and  every-where  dreaded,  and  treated  as  the  moft  dangerous 
and  deflruftive  of  the  whole  favage  fpecies ;  and  no  wonder, 
conlidering  how  much  the  greateft  part  of  thefe  Jfricatif  na- 
turally partake  of,  and  many  of  them  even  exceed  thofe  ani- 
mals in  their  ferocity,  and  can  hardly  look  upon  them  in  any 
other  light  than  as  reciprocal  objefts  of  their  prey,  nor  be 
intent  on  any  thing  clfe  than  deflroying  them  and  making  all 
pof&ble  reprifals  on  them,  for  their  horrid  devaflations,  by 
feeding  on  their  flefh,  and  making  a  trafHck  of  their  fpoils ;  fo 
that  myriads  of  them  are  yearly  dejftroyed  within  that  vafl 
continent,  even  by  the  confefEon  of  the  inhabitants ;  which 
is  &rther  coniinned  by  the  immenfe  quantities  of  ivory  which 

«  Sec  before,  vol.  v.  p.  307,  &  309.  vol.  vii.  p.  1  lo.  vcl,  viii. 
p.  447.  &  alib.  paC 
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arc  yearly  exported  into  India  and  kuropCy  from  all  the  Afri- 
can coafts,  as  we  (hall  have  occafion  to  flicw  in  our  progrefs 
through  them.  So  that  this  noble  creature,  fo  juftly  admired 
for  its  excellent  qualities  in  the  eaftern  parts  of  the  world, 
is  only  remarkable  in  this  for  its  fayage  and  mifchievous  na- 
ture, and  the  vaft  flaughtcr  which  is  made  of  them,  where- 
ever  they  herd ;  unlefs  we  add  that  they  are,  here  much 
larger,  taller  and  ftronger  than  thofe  of  India  <* ;  and  thofc 
oi  AbiJfihiayKongo^  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  y  arc  thcbiggcft 
in  all  Africa  (Y). 

We  fliall  not  trouble  our  readers  with  a  farther  defcfip' 
tion  of  this  noble  animal,  which  is  by  this  time  fo  well  known, 
by  one  way  or  other,  to  moil  Europeans,  but  conclude  oiir 
account  of  them  with  two  remarks,  the  one  concerning  their 
ferocity,  and  the  other  concerning  their  flow  and  unwieldy 
motion';  viz.  ift.  That  whatever  devaftation  they  may 
make  in  fown  lands,  upon  fruits,  i^c.  for  the  fake  of  their  fuf- 
tenan<!:e,  yet  they  never  fall  foul  on  men  or  women,  but  will 
let  them  pafs  quietly  by  them,  unlefs  they  be  firft  exafperated 
by  fome  violent  abufe  or  wound  given,  or  attack  made  upon, 
them  5  in  which  cafe  dreadful  and  almoft  unavoidable  is  the 

fheir        f.^^^  ^f  ^j^^fg  ^j^^  Yidtvt  provoked  their  refentment.   For,  idly, 
7    *      ^^^  ^^^  ^"^  ^^^  unwieldinefs  of  their  bodies  and  limbs  is 

^  Lpj      '  fo  far  from  being  an  obftruftion  to  their  fwiftnefs  on  fuch  occa- 
fions,  that  the  befV  runner  of  them  all  would  hardly  efcape  beiog 

jj  overtaken  and  cruihed  to  death  under  their  feet.     The  only 

4imidtd.    ^^y  ^^^y  \i2iVt  to  prevent  it  is  to  tife  them  by  their  frequent 
winding  from  the  right  to  the  left,  and  from  the  left  to  the 

'  ^  Dehisjvid.  Leo  Africanus,  lib.  ix.  Marmol,  lib.  i.  c.  23. 
iRAMUs.  vol,  i.  pair.  Purchas,  Davity,  DAPpfR,  &  al. 
plur. 

,              (Y)  Wg  have  added  iK?«^<7  to  drepedes  (14),     He  adds,  th^t 

the  other  two  countries,  on  the  fome  of  them  breed  a  kind  of 

authority  of  f/Ca'vazzi,  who  bezoar   in  their  ventricle,  not 

refided  a  confiderabie  time  in  inferior  to  the  genuine.     Dap^ 

thofe^ parts,  and  tells  us  that  he  fer  tells  us  much  the  fame,  in 

had  known  fome  of  them  the  shis  general  defcription   of  the 

^              breadth  of  whofe  hoof  meafur-  African   animals ;  but  fayis,  it 

ed  feven  fpans,  or  three  feet  and  gjows  in  the  head  of  the  ani- 

eight  inches  5  fothat  if  the  reft  mal  (15).  Which  of  the  two  is 

of  the  body  bore  a  due  propor-  right,  or  whether  any,  is  out  of 

tion  to  it,  it  muft  exceed  all  that  our  power  to  determine, 
we  j'ead  of  thofe  Cohjpan  qua- 

rf4)  Kifi,  <^  I&ngc,  Hi,  U  f.  9»  (15)  Conf.  Cavazz.  &  D4p«r> 
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right ;  by  which  frequent  winding  thofe  crcatnres  foon  be- 
come too  weary,  and  are  forced  to  quit  their  purfuit  ^. 

The  hunting  of  the  elephant  is  reckoned  a  noble  fport  Elefhsnts 
all  over  Africa  ^,  and  differs  in  almoft  every  country,  but  is  huntti. 
generally  performed  with  a  numerous  poilfe,  and  loud  and 
horrid  Hiouts  of  the  people.     The  moft  common  and  leaft 
dangerous  way  of  catching  them  is  by  driving  them  into  deep 
holes,  made  for  that  purpofe  in  the  earth,  and  covered  with 

,  draw  and  leaves ;  and  when  thebeaft  is  fallen  into  it,  they  pierce 

I  him  all  over  with  their  fagays  and  other  mifRIe  weapons  with 
incredible  fury.  His  flefh  yields  a  plentiful  feafl,  equal  to  fix 
large  oxen  ;  and,  among  the  reil  of  his  fpoils,  the  hair  of  his 
tail  bears  a  confiderable  price,-  and  is  curioufly  woven  into 

I  collars,  bracelets,  and  other  ornaments,  the  purchafe  and 
wear  of  only  the  noble  and  wealthy.     We  omit  many  other 

'  Cngalarltiee  concerning  this  noble  animal,  mentioned  by  an- 
ti6nt   and   modern  authors,    relating   to  their  flupendous  T'/^fiVyJi- 
ftrength^  furprifing  fagacity,  retentive  memory,  furprlfing^/?r//y  md 
gratitude  and  refentmentj  their  privacy  and  verecundity  in  approach 
coition  above  all  other  animals  of  the  wild  and  tame  kind, '^^**"** 
and  others  of  the  like  nature,  which,  we  Ihink,  we  have  nei-  '''^''" 
ther  an  equal .  warrant  to  vouch  for,  nor  fufficient  evidence 
to  contradift.     One  thing  may  be  fafely  affirmed  in  general, 
that  they  furpafs  all  the  other  tribes,  and  difplay  the  nearefl 
approaches  to  rationality  ^. 

The  Rhinoceros,  fo  called  from  its  large  horn  on  his  nofe,  Kbinoctrot 
is  likcwife  a  native  of  Afric\  and,  though  inferior  in  bulk  to  defcriUd. 
the  elephant,  yet  exceeds  hito  in  the  beauty  and  comelinefs  of 

,  his  (hape  and  fkin ;  which  laft  is  ftrangely  variegated  \Vith 
fpeckles  in  tufts  of  black  and  grey.  His  back  looks  as  if 
adorned  with  a  natural  faddle,  and  his  fides  and  ribs  fwell 
out  as  if  imboHed,  quite  down  to  his  belly,  with  folding 
panes.  The  (kin  of  his  back  is  fo  hard  that  a  lance  will 
fcarcely  pierce  it,  and  his  hide  fo  deeply  furrowed,  as  if  armed 
with  fcales,  as  commonly  reported  and  reprefented  by  paint- 
ers. His  fnout  refembles  that  of  a  boar,  on  the  top  of  which 
grows  his  horn,  which  is  of  a  lighter  or  darker  brown,  or 
even  black  according  to  his  age,  as  doth  alfo  the  length  and 
weight  of  it,  which,  when  full  grown,  meafures  about  four  « 

(  feet  from  the  root,  and  afcends  with  an  upright  curve,  and 
weighs  commonly  between  5  and  600  pounds.     His  body  is 

I  of  die  fize  of  a  middling  elephant,  but- his  legs  are  much 

*  MARMOi„lib.  i.  c.  23.  ^Labat  ex  Cavaz.  lib.  i.  c.  9. 

Marmol,  Dapper,  PiGAFET,  &  al.  s  De  his,  vid.  Leq 

Afric  Ramus.  Pappei^,  &  al.  fup.  citat. 

fhorter; 
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Digitized  by  V:jOOQ IC 


74  ^  gaaral  Difiriftion  pf  Afria.    B.  XVI. 

VarioMs    (hortcr ;  his  tail  long  like  that  of  an  ox,  and  his  ears  upright 
accounts    like  thofe  of  the  horte.    We  (hall  not  enter  into  a  more  [Mr- 
liven  of    ticular  detail  of  this  noble  creature :  its  natural  enmity  to, 
ihtm.        j^jjj  terrible  fights  with,  the  elephant,  and  other  of  its  cx^ 
ploits,  of  which  Jrijiotlcy  Dio,  PUny^  and  other  antients,  and 
after  them  many  moderns,  have  given  us  a  variety  of  ac- 
counts, which  would  prove  a  hard  talk  to  reconcile.  However 
that  be,  that  there  are  fuch  huge  and  ftrange  animals,  found  not 
only  mJbiJfinia^  the  country  oiihtHottentots^  and  other  parts  of 
Africa  J  where  we  fhall  fay  fomething  farther  about  tbemi  bot 
lUcewife  in  feveral  parts  of  the  Eaji  Indies^  there  is  no  room  ' 
to  doubt ;  though  by  their  being  fo  feldom  feen  in  either  by 
pur  Europeans^  one  may  conclude  either  that  they  are  as 
fearce  as  the  elephants  are  numerous,  or  elfe,  more  probabi; 
perhaps,  they  chiefly,  harbour  in  defarts  and  unfrequented 
places,  where  living  chiefly  upon  fuch  diet  as  thiiUes,  docks, 
and  fuch-like  coarlib  fare,  which  is  their  common  QOuriih« 
^Jjflr        ment,  their  tongue  and  palate  acquire$  fuch  a  ftrange  rough- 
tongue  a,    nefs,  that  they  will,  we  are  told,  not  only  excoriate  but  ex* 
dangerous  carnify  a  man  or  bcaft  to  the  bone  in  a  fliort  time,  by  the 
'^'''P^'    mere  licking  of  them  \ 

Much  more  reafon  have  we  to  doubt  of  the  twentieth 
part  of  the  phyfical  virtues  which  the  fuperflitious  na* 
tives,  as  well  as  the  Portuguefi  and  others,  attribute  to  ahnoft 
every  part  of  this  animal,  from  the  tip  of  the  Jiorn  to  tte 
D'Herbe-^^^'^^  bones  and  hoc^s.  Mr.  D'Hfrbelat  tells  us,  op  the 
lotVtfr-  authority  of  the  famed  Sharif  M  Edrijiy  that  thiscrcaurt 
louttt  of  is  chiej9y  found  in  the  iAe  of  Rami^  on  the  Indian  fea,  about 
them.  three  days  failing  from  that  of  Serendiby  from  which  tttf 
Indian  kings  are  fumilhed  with  its  woiiderful  horn  to  driflk 
out  of ;  it  having  the  fingular  virtue  of  fweating  at  the  ap 
proach  of  any  kind  of  pcnfon  whatfoever.  He  adds,  thil 
the  horn  being  fplit  in  two  in  the  middle,  repre&nts  the  pcoj 
file  or  out-lines  of  a  man,  as  drawn  with  chalk  ;  aad  fomeo 
them  alfo  thofe  of  birds  K  To  the  defcription  we  have  giwi 
above,  AlEdrifi  adds,  that  the  rhinoceros  hath  a  bunch  undfl 
his  belly^  like  that  which  the  camel  hath  on  his  back ;  afl 
father  Le  Ccmptey  that  its  hoofs  are  cloven,  its  feet  thick,  afl 
as  if  entangled  within  fo  many  boots ;  to  whicB  he  adds,  thi 
the  hinder  part  of  his  head  is  alfo  covered  with  a  kind  of  cow^ 
like  that  of  our  women's  capuchins,  on  which  account  M 
Portvpi^e  have  g^yen  it  the  name  of  The  Indian  Monk. 

^  Dapper,  Ogilby,  &  F.  Le  Cqmpte.  ?  Biblioth,  ori- 

ent, fub.  voc.  Kerkedan. 
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We  meet  with  fundry  other  partkulars  and  defcriptloos 
<A  this  Qoble  creature  among  enters  both  ancient  and  mo- 
dern»  which  our  Icanty  limits  will  not  permit  us  to  expatiate 
upon,  as  well  as  a  great  variety  of  creatures,  which  are  dif- 
tinguifhcd  by  the  naine  of  rhinoceros,  monoceros,  licom,  6r. 
The  reader  will  find  what  is  moft  worthy  notice  about  them 
in  the  margin  (Z) ;  and  all  that  we  fliall  add  to  what  hath 


75 


(Z)  We  read  of  aoother  kind 
of  rkinocerois  or  unicorn  in 
4fri€a  of  ti^e  bigneis  of  a  colt 
of  two  years  old,  and  much  of 
the  fame  ihape,  whofe  horn, 
which  grows  oot  of  its  fore- 
head, is  faid  to  be  about  fix  feet 
long,  ftrelght  and  taper,  and 
of  ezc^edioe  wjiitenefs  and 
Anoothnefs  &e  the  iineft  po- 
Hfted  ivory.  But  what  increafes 
its  value  is  its  pretended  virtue 
to  exprl  all  kiads  of  poifons  ; 
infomoch,  that  the  creature  al- 
ways dips  it  in  the  water  before 
it  rentures  to  drink.  On  which 
account  the  reft  of  the  wild 
kind  watch  the  time  when  it 
comes  to  a  fpring  or  a  river, 
diat  they  may  have  the  benefit 
of  drinking  after  it.  The  misfor- 
tune is,  that  the  creature,  as 
ibme  authors  tell  ns  (i6),  is  fo 
fty,  as  well  as  fwift- footed,  that 
it  gets  quite  out  of  fight  before 
one  can  have  fufficient  time  to 
view  it,  and  much  more  to 
woimd  it  with  either  bullet  or 
.  arrow*  Notwithflanding  which, 
;  father  Czt/^rss/ tells  us  that  they 
!  are  often  killed,  and  their  flefh 
good  to  eat,  except  in  rutting 
time.  He  calls  it  CafaUtnca^ 
and  fays  it  is  of  the  iize  of  a 
mule,  and  the  ikin  fpotted  with 
white  and  red  ( 1 7).  But  what 
is  Hill  worfe,  is,  that  thofe  who 


pretend  to  have  feen,  and  care* 
fully  viewed  them,  defcribe 
their  bulk,  ihape,  colour,  and 
texture  of  their  ikin;  length,  turn, 
and  ihape  of  their  horus,  heads, 
legs,  hoofs,  mouth,  tail,  hair, 
iSc,  in  fo  many  different  ways, 
that  one  would  be  induced  to 
believe  either  that  thofe  writers 
had  confpired  to  amufe  and  im- 
pofeupon  mankind,  or,  which 
is  indeed  more  probable,  as  well 
as  (^ndid,  that  there  mail  be  a 
greater  variety  of  thofe  one* 
horned  annuals  than  we  think, 
though  all  called  by  the  fame, 
or  by  equivalent  names,  as  in- 
deed there  are,  if  we  may  be- 
lieve the  learned  PelCampo,  who 
hath  diftingulhed  no  lefs  than 
feven  fpecies  of  them,  fome  of 
which  have  the  Angle  horn  on 
their  nofe,  others  on  their  fore* 
heads,otherson  theerown  of  their 
heads  (18);  one  fpecies  like  the 
rhinoceros  above  defcribed ;  o-^ 
thers  more  liketo  horfes,  mules, 
bulls,  afles,  colts,  goats,  iSc.  We 
readmoreover  of  another  fpecies 
in  the  kingdom  of  Kongo^  called 
Ahada^  Of  the  bignefs  of  a  large 
horie,  but  with  a  head  like  that 
of  a  Hag,  and  with  one  horn  on 
its  nofe  and  another  on  its  fore- 
head, and  both  highly  efteemed 
by  the  inhabitants  for  the  many 
virtues  afcribed  to  them  (i9)« 


(i€)  Manml  Afri<»  lib.  i.  r.  ft).     Dapper ^  LMt  Ahiffinia  mp,  Le  Grand,  p. 
^,  71,  ^  229.  (S  el,  (17)  Labafi  Kot^0,  lib*  i.  <r.  9.    Fid,  Sir  John 

thmrdin't  Travels,  Fitxtnt  Le  Blanc"  t  Survey.  Purcbas  Pik^'  &  Relat,  of  the 
Werid,  J  oh,  Gabriel  Letois  de  Bartbem,  DiBion.  ef  Artt  and  Sciences  y  &  al.plur, 
(|S)  Comment,  in  Pliny,  //i^  vilU  r.  21,  i  J,  €if  48.  Cnlmet  Di&.  de  la  Bible,  fub 
tmn  Li(9rn  &  Biin$c*r»  (19]  Cavaisxi  ap.  Leb.at  Kang^o,  lib.  i.  c  9. 

been 
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been  faid  ibove,  is,  that  the  Septuagint,  Vulgate,  and  gcnc- 
rsility  of  antient  verfions  and  fathers,  as  well  as  a  great  num- 
ber of  our  modern  interpreters,  having  taken  th^Rhem^  fo  cele- 
Scriptaral  brated  in  the  books  of  Job,  Pfahns,  and  other  facred  ones  of 
defcription  the  Old  ^cftament  \  to  mean  the  rhinoceros  or^unicornwe 
rfit.        ^re  fpeaking  of,  hath  induced  our  modern  travellers  to  make 
a  more  dilligent  fearch  after  it ;  and  where-ever  they  have 
met  with  any  quadrupede  with  one  fingle  horn,  have  taken  it 
for  granted  that  it  was  the  Rhem  of  the  Hebrenvs,  or  Rim  of  the 
Arabs,  without  enquiring  too  rnrioufly  how  far  it  anfwered 
the  fcriptural  account  of  it  in  other  refpcfts,  by  which  means 
all  the  various  fpecies^   mentioned   in  the  laft  note,  have 
been  fuppofed  by  various  authors  to  be  the  unicorn  there 
fpoken  of;  and  defcribed  it  juft  as  they  foiind  it  either  in 
AJta  or  Jfric,  how  different  foever  in  other  particulars  from 
the  accounts  given  us  hy Mofes  and  the  Pfalmift,  which  repre- 
fent  it  as  a  large,  favage,  cruel,  and  untraftable  creature, 
fierce,  ftrong,  and  maleficent;  on  all  which  accounts  thege- 
neralty  of  modern  critics  differ  from  the  common  opinion, 
and  think  that  the  Rhem  means  neither  the  rhinoceros  nor 
unicorn,  but  fome  other  favage  creature,  though  they  are  far 
enough  from  agreeing  in  the  choice  of  a  proper  one  to  fub- 
ftitutc  in  their  ftead  K     However  that  be,  there  is  a  manifefl 
difference  between  the  African  and  Indian  rhinoceros,  the 
former  being  without  fcales,  and  the  latter  being  covered 
with  them  ;  the  one  having  but  one  horn  on  its  nofc,  and  the 
other  having  one  there,  a  fecond  on  its  forehead,  and  a  third 
on  its  back. 
^e  Ga-        The  next  in  rank  and  fizc  is  the  Garaffa,  called  by  the  Atahs 
tzffa,,or     Zara/a,  and  by  Pliny  and  other  antients  camelopard,  from 
tamelo*      its  beautiful  fpots  like  the  leopard.     It  is  about  the  height  of 
^f.f  ,    *  camel,  but  much  more  (lender  and  finely  fhaped.     Its  hind 
Jen  e  .   j^gg  ^^  cohfiderably.fhorter  than  its  fore  legs,  which  gives 
the  creature  a  majeflic  forehand,  efpecially  as  its  neck  rifes 
commonly  about  fix  feet  or  more  above  the  nape,  in  an  almofl 
upright  afcent,  and  ends  in  a  beautiful  fmall  head  like  that 
of  a  deer,  or  antelope,  with  two  ears  fhort  and  upright ;  the 
fkin  of  its  breafl  is  fmooth  and  fleek,  the  hair  mixed  of  black 
and  white,  its  tail  long  and  (lender,  its  gait  and  pace  (low  and 
even,  excepting  when  frighted  or  purfued,  and  then  very 

''Numb.  xxiv.  8.  Deut.  xxxiii.  17.  Pfal.  xxii.  21.  Jobxxxix. 
9,  &:  fcq.  &  al.  '  Vid.  Bochart  animal  facr.  part  v.  lib. 

iii.  c.  27..  "*  Leo,  lib.  ix.  Marmol,  lib.  i.  Cr  23.  hV' 

DOLPH,  lib.  ii.   c.  10.    Dafpbr,  Cavazzi,  Ramusio,  &  al* 
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fleet  and  nimble.  They  commonly  refort  in  woods  and  de* 
£irt  places,  fhun  the  fight  of  men,  and  herding  with  other 
animals.  They  are  in  great  numbers  in  Nubia  and  Abiffinia^ 
where  thfey  have  feveral  ways  of  catching  them  when  young, 
and  bringing  them  up  tame.  One  great  inconvcnienqr,  how- 
ever, attends  their  ereft  front,  and  length  of  their  fore  legs ; 
that  they  cannot,  without  great  difficulty  and  wide  ftriding, 
bring  their  heads  down  low  enough  to  graze  on  the  ground, 
but  brouze  for  the  moft  part  on  boughs  and  leaves  of  trees. 
The  fame  difficulty  they  find  to  come  at  fliallow  water.  Bel" 
hnius  adds,  that  he  faw  two  of  them  at  Grand  Caira^  which 
had  two  horns  on  the  top  of  their  foreheads,  about  fix  inches 
long,  and  another  like  a  button,  about  two  inches,  growing 
out  of  the  middle  of  it ", 

Other  Beafts  of  the  wild  and  ferociotis  kind,  fuch  as  li-  Other 
ons,  tigers,  leopards,  panthers,  wolves-,  foxes,  buffidos,  wild  kinds  of 
boars,  elks,  flags,   roebucks,  wild  goats  and  monkies,  ^if^i^d 
to  be  found  in  great  plenty  and  variety  through  moft  parts  ^^^ft^  '^h 
of  Africa^  and,  for,  the  moft  part,  exceed  thofe  of  Ajia  and  ^^^^^^^* 
Europe yxi  Itze,  ftrength,  and  fiercenefs  ;  but  as  they  are  all  or 
moft  of  them  fo  well  known  to  moft  readers,  we  fhall  not  take 
up  their  time  with  needlefs  defcriptions  of  them,  but  content 
ourfelv€S  with  mentioning  what  particularities  any  of  them 
have  worthy  notice,  and  that  only  in  thofe  kingdoms  and  pro- 
vinces which  are  moft  remarkable  for,  or  moft  infefted  by,  any 
fpecies  of  them,  and  clofe  this  article  with  the  dante,  which 
we  have  already  mentioned  on  abccount  of  its  extreme  fleet- 
ncfs  above  all  other  quadrupedes. 

The  dante,  lante,  or,  as  others  write  it,  ampte,  is  of  the  fize  y^^  ^^^^g 
1  of  a  buffalo,  or  wild  bull,  but  much  flenderer,  its  l^s  longer,  its  ^vaft 
[■>nd  more  fit  for  running.     It  is  naturally  very  wild,  and  cyi-fwiftne/s* 
ccedingly  fliy,  and  being  likewife  very  fwift  of  foot,  it  is  very 
difficult  to  catch  or  overtake  him,  excepting  in  the  fummer 
feafon,  when  the  burning  fand  fo  parches  and  fturivels  his  hoofs, 
that  it  quite  difables  him  from  running.     At  all  other  times 
>they  fweep  the  ground  with  fuch  incredible  fpeed,  that  no 
'  other  creature  can  keep  pace  with  them,  except  fome  well 
\  trained  Barbary  horfes,  is  we  lately  hinted.     Their  hide  is  fo 
^thick  and  tough,  that  the  ftiarpeft  fteel  weapon,  cannot  pierce 
»it.    Its  hoofs  arc  black  and  tough,  its  horns  of  the  fame 
'Colour,  but  fhorter  and  more  fleek  than  thofe  of  the  buffalo, 
and  the  reft  of  its  body  is  white.     Their  fnout  and  ears  re- 

*  CoxnmentjftPuitY,  abi  fup.  Dap?£r,&  aU 
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iemble  tfaofe  of  a  asNt^  aad  tbetr  long  Aim  taUs  hang  dowD. 
like  that  of  the  camdopard,  to  their  heels.  Bsitmus  k* 
fcribes  mQch  fuch  another  creature^  which  he  calls  a  cow, 
and  differs  only  from  the  lante  in  that  its  ikin  was  of  a  fiae 
bright  yellow  inftead  of  white^  and  its  hair  (mooth  and  fleek, 
as  if  it  had  been  curried  by  a  careful  hand  °.  This  is  the 
animal  which  Jri/iatk  afiirmed  to  have  blood  without  vdos; 
and  others  havtf  afcr ibed  to  it  various  other  fingularities,  wbtdi 
have  perhaps  no  better  foundation.  But  its  fingular  fwiftoefr' 
above  all  foot  cour&rs,  the  oArich  excepted,  is  what  it  is  chidT- 
Thi  heau'  ly  famed  for  by  all  who  have  wrote  of  it.  We  might  ioacfid 
tifulxe-  have  added  here  the  fo  much  admired  and  celebrated  zebra, 
^  ^'•^*  or  zecora,  called  by  the  antients  Afinus  Silvefiris,  or  the 
wild  afs,  and  by  the  Portuguefe  Burro  do  Matta^  which,  &c 
the  whitenefs,  fmoothnefs^  and  blacknefs  of  its  (kin,  the^ 
beauty  and  regulanty  of  its  ftripes,  as  well  as  the  fincnef$flt 
its  fhape  and  limbs,  excels  all  the  other  quadrupedes,  eithe^ 
of  the  wild  or  tame  kind ;  bpt  fliall,  for  the  reafon  above  al- 
leged, referve  the  farther  defcription  to  the  next  vplua^ 
in  which  we  (hall  give  the  hiftory  of  AbiJ/inia,  the  counttj 
which  mod  abounds  with  them,  and  from  which  their  OoJA 
were  firft  brought,  neatly  ftufied,  into  Europe,  and  are  vA 
fmall  ornament  in  every  public  and  princely  mufeum, 
Th  o/"  We  corac  now  to  the  next  or  volatile  kind,  and  begin  ^ 

tricb  de-    the  noble  oftrich,  by  far  the  largeft  and  ilrongefl  of  all ;  aw! 
fcribed.      though  unable,  by  reafon  of  its  bulk  and  weight,  as  welln 
from  the  paucity  and  unaptnefs  of  its  feathers,  to  raife  itfeif « 
any  height  from  the  furface  of  the  earth,  is  yet  endued  will 
fuch  ftrength  in  its  wings  and  legs,  as  to  fcorn  the  courfti 
Its/urprif'  j^mJ  its  ^jjer  P,  and  is  an  overdoaatch  for  the  fwifteft  barfu 
tmg  fleets    They  are  commonly  found  in  greateft  numbers  in  the  4 
*^'*         barren  defarts  oiAfrkay  but  cfpecially  in  the  empires  of  Jl| 
finia^  Monomotapa,  Morocco,  Biledulgeridy  &cc.  vfhsrc  theyh 
cheir  eggs  in  the  hot  fands,  and  leave  them  to  be  hatched  I 
the  fun,  and  by  die  next  female  which  chances  to  light  upoi 
and  after  having  £;t  fome  time  upon  them,  leaves  them  tod 
next  comer;  every  ncft confifting  of  lo  or  i a,  and  fometiiw 
1 6  or  1 8,  eggs,  being  indifferently  reared  up  by  any  oth 
female  that  lights  upon  them,  as  if  they  were  their  own.  G 
which  accoum  the  inimitable  author  of  the  book  laftquotei 
introduces  the  Almighty  as  charging  them  with  cruelty  ap 
want  of  nattual  affe&ion  for  their  offspring,  and  leaving  thai 

*  Lro  AfiL.  MiraMOL.  '  Job>  ]dix.  i8. 
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Pbe  trod  to  death  by  wild  beads  *  (A).    But  whatever  dan- 
thcy  may  be  expofed  to  whilft  in  the  fliell,  providence 
g^ven  them  firength  and  fpeed  fniBcient  to  avoid  it  as 
,  as  they  get  out  of  it,  when  they  immediately  rove  about 
their  food,  and  with  fuch  fwiftnefs  as  not  to  be  eafily 
Dght;  and,  when  full-grown,  can  out-run  the  fleeteft 
rfcs  ;  infomuch,  that  we  arc  told  by  Xenophon,  that  Cyrus, 
iving  met  with  a  large  drove  of  them  near  the  Euphrates, 
1st  fome  of  the  beft  horfes  he  had  in  his  army  after  them, 
Ithout  being  able  to^  catch  a  fingle  one.     Some  add,  that, 
lien  clofely  purfued,  they  will,  in  their  flight,  take  upftones, 
throw  them  backwards  with  their  feet,  with  extraordi- 
force  and  agility*     Their  wings,  which  are  very  fliort,  T'^^y 
\  proportion  to  the  reft  of  their  limbs,  are  of  no  other  ufe  in  wings  n6t 
■  rtmning  than  to  beat  and  fpur  their  heavy  bodies  forwzrdy/or^igbt. 
by  ftriking  them  againft  their  knees.    They  are  exceeding 
tall,  fome  antients  fay  above  the  height  of  a  man  on  horfe- 
back*i.     But  the  generality  of  them  rarely  exceeds  feven 
feet  and  a  half  from  the  l^esid  to  the  ground.    The  common 
notion  is  that  they  digeft  iron,  copper,  and  other  metals,  ftones, 
and  other  things  equally  hard ;   and  the  truth  is,  that  fuch 
things  have  been  found  in  their  maw,  but  probably  for  the 
feme  end  as  other  inferior  birds  fwallow  fmall  pebbles  or 
grains  (^  land  (B) ;  not  for  food,  but  to  afl\ft  the  attrition 

*  Ibid.  Tcrf.  14,  &  feq.  vid.  Sc  Lament,  iv.  3.  f  Vid. 

Pl  IN  Y  Natur,  Hift.  lib.  x. 


(A)  This  notion,  howfever, 
of  the  antients  is  now  much 
qodHoned  by  the  generality  of . 
our  learned  moderns  ;  and  Mr.' 
Vanfiehy  among  others,  aflures 
OS  (zo),  that  it  is  owing  to  their 
bulk  and  weight,  which  would 
not  fail  of  quaihing  them,  if  they 
were  to  lie  aponthem ;  but  adds, 
that  both  male  and  female  Hand 
by  and  watch  them  by  tarns, 
and  hatch  them,  as  it  were,  with 
their  eyes;  though  fhould  either 
man  or  beaft  drive  them  off  to 

tany  diftance,  they  would  not  be 
able  ro  find  the  neft  again ;  and 
this,  in  all  probability,   hath 


given  birth  to  the  vulgar  notion 
of  their  forgetf  ulnefs  and  cru- 
elty. 

(B)  Some  authors  tell  U9, 
that  they  live  apon,  and  pick 
them  up  at  random,  and  digeft 
them  even  to  red  hot  iron  (21). 
And  we  are  told  of  one  which 
was  difie£led  before  the  royal 
academy  of  Faris^  in  whofe 
maw.  were  found  about  feventy 
French  Hards  (or  farthings),  a 
great  number  of  them  half  cor- 
roded, and  fome  very  nearly 
waded,  by  the  acrimony  of  the 
itomach,  and  their  conftant  fric- 
tion one  againft  the  other  (aa). 


Ca©;  Relation  6f  Egypt,  p.  lo^?.  (2t)  Let  Afrie»  lib,  ht.  Marml, 

Uh.  i.  c.  23.     See  olfo  bis  French  tranpatvr  D' Ablancourt ^  Ramufio  C^lUB^'uiag, 
voLi.p,  f8(C).  7»  (F>  V4(^')i  &J'i»  C"/?  ^'^'  Calmet Diaion. 
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Their  f.ejh  of  it.     Their  fWh,  which  is  forbid,  by  the  Mofak  law  %  if  Ae 
forbid  hy   Septuagint  and*  Vulgate  verfions  are  right,  is  faid  to  be  'offcB- 
Mofes ;     five  both  to  the  tafte  and  fmell,  and  of  a  vifcous  nature,  yet 
i^'Vlf f"   ^^  commonly  eaten  by  the  Africans  and  Jrabs^  efpecially  in 
^*^'^^^^' Niimidia  \  but  they  are  much  fonder  of  the  young  ones, 
"^'         whi<;h  they  catch  as  foon  j«  hatched,  and  breed  up  for  food, 
by  letting  them  rove  about  in  droves,  till  they  arefateaongh 
to  be  kijled  and  felted  for  ufe.     The  Jrabs  have  Ukewife  a 
way,  before  they  cut  off  their  heads,  to  tie  a  firing  or  tape 
about  their  necks,  a  little  below  it,  by  which  a  kind  of  oily 
greafe  is  gathered  above  the  ligature,  and  is  eftcemed  amdhg 
them,  not  only  as  a  pleafant  condiment  to  be  mixed  with 
their  food,  inftead  of  oil  or  butter,  but  likewife  as  afoverdgn 
ointment  againft  bruifes,  achs,  fprains  and  fuch-like  diforders. 
Our  authors  add,  that  the  oftrich  hath  neither  tafte,  fmell, 
hearing,  nor  memory  ;  which,  if  true,  will  farther  account 
for  that  ftrange  flupidity  which  is  commonly  attributed  to 
them,  that  they  will,  in  time  of  danger,  endeavour  to  hide ' 
their  heads  in  the  fand,  among  weeds  and  brambles,  and  think 
Thiirfiu'  themfelves  in  fafety,  though  the  reft  of  the  body  lies  open  to 
fidity,       their  purfuers  (C)  s.     We  are  even  told,  that  they  will  fuffer 
themfelves  to  be  Jipproached  and  caught  by  a  man  covered  widi 
.  an  oftrich's  fkin,  and  who  can  imitate  fome  of  their  motions*. 
We  fliall  not  trouble  our  readers  with  a  defcription  of  their 
feathers,  which  arc  fo  well  known,  and  are  fuch  an  orna- 
ment to  the  heads  of  our  martial  beaux,  as  well  as  formerfy 
to  beds  and  rooms  of  ftate.     All  that  we  ftiall  fay  of  them '% 
that  their  natural  colour  is  a  mixture  of  white  and  black  in' 
the  males,  with  an  additional  mixture  of  grey  in  the  females* 
As  for  that  beautiful  variety  of  red,  crimfon,  blue,  yellow,, 
drr.  in  which  they  are  brought  over  to  us,  they  are  thtS 
fe6ls  of  art,  and  chiefly  known  and  ufed  amongft  the  Ardi^ 
who  buy  them  of  the  natives  in  their  natural,  and  dye  thefli 
for  foreign  fale  in  that  variety  of  colours,  in  which 'we  fee 
them.     Some  of  their  eggs  are  made  into  drinking  cups,  and 
other  table  and  houftiold  ornaments ;  and,  if  we  may  belierc 
Pieriuiy   fotoe  make  them  into  caps,  which  they  think  no 
fmall  ornaments  to  their  heads.     Tl^ofe  t^at  are  laid  by  the 

,     «•  Levit.  xi.  Deut  :jtiv.  •  Claadian  in  Entrop.  in  Appiaw, 

ic  al.         *  Pliny,  ubi  fap.  Strabo,  lib.  xvi.  k  al, 

(C)  Thus  elegantly  exprcffed  by  Chudian: 


Stat  Ittmine  claufi 


Ridendum  re*voluta  caput ;  cnditqiu  tatert^ 
^<e  non  ipfa  njidit. 
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old  ones,  are  comnptonly  the  largeft,  and  the  others  are  lb  Id* 
proportioa :  they  are  dl  good  to  eat,  and  even  thofe  which 
jare  broken  in  the  laying,  which  is  a  comiaoa  cafe,  occa- 
iioned  by  the  ftupidity  of  the  creature,  prove  a  nouriilhment 
to  the  young  .oncs»  who  greedily  feed  on  the  multitudes  of 
worms  and  other  infeAs  which  are  either  bred  in^  or  croud 
into  them  ». 

Eagles,  vultures,  hawks,  herns,  pelicans,  and  other  birds  O/^br 
of  the  venatile  kind,  are  here  in  fuch  numbers  and  variety,  birdt, 
that  it  would  require  a  volume  barely  to  defcribe  them. 

The  moft  remarkable  amongft  them  i$  the  eagle,  of  which 
they  have  fcven  forts,  moft  differing  from  ours,  not  only  in 
bignefs  (fome  of  them  being  near  as  large  and  others  larger 
than  the  oftrich  laft  defcribed  f ),  but  in  colour,  fliape,  and 
i   other  particulars,  not  worth  mentioning.     Among  thofq  oiAhird 
\   theftfknge  and  monftrous  kind,  they  have  one  whjch  hath  a  nuith  cni 
\  horn  on  its  head>  which  runs  parallel,   and  near  the  fame  ^^rn. 
-lengthy  with  its  bill,  on  which  account  they  give  it  the  name 
alfo  of  rhinoceros.     In  other  refpefts  it  refembles  the  ftork 
or  crane,  and  is  a  bird  erf"  prey.     There  is  another  of  a  leflcr  Another 
fizc,  with  two  horns,  to  which  the  Europeans^  we  fuppofe,  ^ith  fwfii 
•have  given   the  name  of  Devil.     The  laft  we  fhall  ,men- '^^^-^^^ '^' 
I   tion  is  that  which  the  natives  call  the  four- winged  bird ;  not  ^^^» 
that  it  hath  really  fo  many,  but  becaufe  there  is  a  kind  of  ad-  A  bird 
.ditional  one  which  grows  at  the  end  of  each  of  its  pinions,  tuitbfour 
\  which  leaves  a  kind  of  chafm  between,  fo  that,  when  it  ^ngs. 
\  ."fpreads  them  abroad,  they  look  fo  much  like  a  double  wing, 
'  diat  any  man  might  eafily  take  it  for  four  wings.     It  is  a 
j.bird  of  prey,  and  of  the  bignefs  of  a  large  turkey-cock,  wdl 
I  ihaped  in  body,  with  a  fine  tuft  on  its  head,  a  large  hooked 
i-Wl,  ^nd  its  feet  armed  with  ftrong  claws.     What  is  moft 
i  *£agular  in  this  creature,  we  are  told  *,  is,  that  it  ftirs  not 
out'for  its  prey  but  in  the  night,  or  duflc  of  the  evening,  and 
yet  fiads  provifron  enough  to  keep  itfelf,  contrary  to  other 
birds  of  prey,  fat  and  full  of  flefli;  bijt  is  at  the  fame  time, 
fo  (hy  and  ftrong- wii^ged, 'that  it  is  with  great  difficulty  that 
the  experteft  markfman  can  come  ^ear  enough  to  have  a 
(fiiirflioot  at  it. 

A F RICA  would  yield  us  a  ftill  more  extenfive  field, 
^Wercwe  to  enter  into  a  detail,  or  even  a  bare  enumeration  of 
idiofe  of  the  tame  kind,  as  cocks,  hens,  turkies,  fwans,  geefe, 

«  Leo,   Marmol,   Cavazzi,  Dapper,    &   al.   fup.  citat. 
\  Dapper,  4  al.  fup.  citat.  •  Labat  Relat.  d'A- 

i^.    vol.   iii.   p.  360,  &  feq.vid.  &   Dapper,   k  al.  flip, 
dtat. 

Mod- Hist.  Vol.  XlV.         *  G  Uuck3, 
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.  ducks,  dote$,  pidgeons,  ire.  or  of  thole  ivhidi  are  made  fb 
Parrot  J,  by  art,  as  parrots,  makaws,  cokatOtt,  finglng  ones  of  the  fincft 
*c.  ihape,  notes,  and  variety  of  colours  *.    Among  the  vaft  vari- 

ety of  thofe  of  the  talkative  kind  we  are  told  that  the  green 
are  the  eafielt  taught  to  fpeak  and  fmg  diftln<aiy,  and  a 
;  greater  variety  of  words  and  notes,  though  their  voices  arc 

commonly  lefs  fweet  than  thofe  of  the  grey,  white  and  v»- 
negated  kind  ;  among  thefe  laft  fomc  are  of  a  very  Iarg« 
fize,  with  tails  two  or  three  feet  in  length,  and  for  the  beauti- 
ful mixture  and  variety  of  colours,  fcarcely  inferior  to  thofe 
of  the  peacock.    Others  again,  though  no  lefs  beautiful, 
hardly  exceed  the  bignefs  of  our  fparrows,  and  arc  fo  gentle, 
docile,  and  melodious,  that  the  women,  efpecially  of  quality, 
hardly   think  themfelves  fufficiently  adorned,  unlefs   they 
Camejine  have  one  of  them  perching  upon  their  fore-finger*     Thcrffc 
taped  and  of  the  game  and  elculent  kind  arc  no  lefs  numerous  and  va- 
Mumrtus.  rious,  and  even  of  thofe  which  are  moft  commonly  reckoned 
peculiar  to  colder  climates,  to  the  no  fmall  wonder  of  the 
Portugiiefcy  and  other  Europeans ;  and,  by  their  own  con- 
feffion,   not  inferior  in  tafte  and  goodnefs  to  thofe  of  Eu- 
rope y. 

We  may  have  occafion,  in  our  cirduit  through  this  tafl 
fpacious  continent,  and  variety  of  nations,  countries,  and 
climates,  to  mention  fome  of  the  moil  remarkable  ones  of  all 
thofe  kinds,  as  we  come  to  thofe  parts  which  are  tooft  fi-e-^ 
quented  by  them.     We  likewifc  read  of  others  of  the  mon- 
ftrous  kind,  fuch  as  dragons,  griffins,  and  other  winged  anl- 
'     mals,  as  bats  of  a  monftrous  fize  and  make,  flying  fquirrek, 
flying  ferpents,  fifhes,  and  others  of  the  like  uncommon  fpe- 
cies,  of  which  we  have  no  need  to  fpeak,  in  a  work  of  this 
Winded     extent.     Some  of  thena,  worthy  of  notice,  we  have  fpoken  of 
quadrw     in  our  Ancient  Hiftory,  particularly  the  flying  ferpent,  and 
feds  and    the  bird  which  lives  upon  and  deftroys  them  f.     Others  are 
Jerpents.     either  too  fabulous  or  inconilderable  to  deferve  more  than  a 
bare  mention.     We  have  there  likewife  taken  notice  of  rwa 
deftruftive  animals  of  the  amphibious  kind  ;  viz,  the  croco- 
dile and  fei-horfe,  which  infefl  mofl  parts  of  Africa^  as  far 
as  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  as  well  as  Egypt,  and  thofe  which 
lie  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Nile  *,  and  may  have  Occa- 
fion to  mention  fome  of  thofe  parts  which  are  moft  infeftcd 
by  that  monftrous  vermin.     It  fwarms  no  lefs  with  the 
the  moft  dreadful  variety  of  ferpents,  fome  of  them  of  fuch 

>  Leo  Afric.  Marmot,  Ramus.  &  al,  r  Idem,  ibid, 

.    t  Anc.  Hid.  voL.i.  p.  422.   vol.  iii.  p.  429  (S).   vol.  iv.  p.  'ifi']^ 
vol.  x:c.  p.  >39.  *  ibid,  vol.  i.  p.  440,  vol.  iii.  p.  421. 
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prodxmous  length,  and  bulk,  as  would  hardly  be  credited,  r.t^Arfj|[t 
Were  it  not  vouched  by  fuch  numbers  of  eye-witnefles,  as  wellA^^'* 
as  backed  by  parallel  inftances  iri  the  hiftory  of  other  coun-  jread/ut 
tries,  as  well  antient^  as  modern>  fp  fubtil  and  dangerous,  as  ^W^^- 
to  iofeft  the  roads  by  lurking  among  the  thorns  and  briars^/rw^/VMri 
grafSf  drc.  or  even  climbing  on  trees  ^nd  lying  perdu,  in 
order  to  fall  on  every,  prey  that  comes  into  their  way,  whe-    . 
tiler  toca  or  'beafts,  and  (wallowing  them  up  alive.    Others 
will  take  their  opportunity  of  Aiding  into  hole§  and  corners 
of  the  houfes,  in  the  night-time,  in  order  to  feize  on  fome  of 
the  family,  or  any  domeftic  animal :  one  kind  is  faid  to  kill  with 
their  eyes,  like  the  bafiliik ;  others,  by  their  poifonous  breath 
imd  ftench  ;  a  third,  by  their  bite  or  fting)  or  even  the  touch,  ^-^wV  iUi 
whkh  is  of  fo  venomous  a  nature,  that  the  inhabitants  know  ^«^  ^^^^^ 
rfno  Other  way  of  faving  the  life,  than  by  the  immediate  am-  ^^•'''^'*> 
putatioo^of  the  limb  infedted  (D)  *. 

Besides  thofe  of  that  monftrous  fize,  they  have  multi- ^'>^''^  ^^j* 
tudcs  and  a  gr^t  variety  of  others,  of  various  (hapes,  colours  other fmuH 
a&d  qualities,  and  all  of  them  venomous,  though  not  to  ^xJ^t^^*^ 
equal  degree^  The  viper,  in  particular,  is  one  ot  the  fmalleft 
of  the  creeping  kind,  and  beautifully  fpotted  and  chequered 
Ifom  head  to  Uil>  but  its  bite  is  not  in  the  leaft  mortiferous  and 

*  Vid.  int.  ah  Anc.  Hift.  vol.  xii.  p.  179  (Y),  vol.  xiii.  p.  5^0 
(M).  vol.  xvii.  p.  459  &  $17.  *  LiO  AraiCAir.  Marmqi^ 

Dafpbr,  Labat,  &aL  iup.  citat. 

(D)  Of  dii8  deadly  nature  are  their  load,  which  is  not  till  af- 

tho(e  monftrous  and  unwieldy  ter  feveral  days ;  their  digeflion 

ones,  bulky  and  grofs  about  the  being  very  fiOw,    perfpir^tioti 

aiiddle,  and  lelfeliing  gradually  very  fmall,  if  any,  and  theif 

towards    the    head  and   tail,  other  evacuations   bat  feldom 

which  infeft  ilfa»»f  ^//nj,  ^f'/r-  andrma]l(22)^ 

imigmdy    Z£t€hra^     and'  other  Thefe are  reckoned  the  moft 

parts  of  Africa  ( 2 1 ).  They  are  dangerous  and  deftru6iive  on  all 

not  only  watchful  after  their  thef|  accounts,  but  much  more^            ^ 

Erey,  but  nimble  in  feizing  and  becaufe  not  only  the  lead  bite 

olding  it,  by  twilling   them-  of  their  teeth,  but  the  very  touch 

^  f<^ves    about    it;     but   after  of  any  part  of  them,  is  attended 

they   have  once  devoured  it,  with  a  gradual  corruption  pf 

♦  whether  it  be  a  man,  fheep,  the  flefh,  which,  we  are  told, 

hog,  ftag,  cow,  or  other  large  diffolves  on  the  bones,  like  foap 

creature,  the  weightfoopprefl^s  "  in  warm  water,  with  exquifite 

their  ftomach^    that  ^hey  can  pain,  as  well  as  horror,  to  the 

hanUy  move»  muchlefs  d^end  unhappy  perfon^  and  h  fure  to 

themfelves,  till  eafed  of  part  of  end  in  death, 

(x\)  S*e  Ramup$  Viagii^  t4if,  3*  pari  viil.^.  94.    Dapper,  l>amtj,  LMj^t 
Wuf.  lib,  U  €.  12,  &  ah  (a*;  Rammfi^^bi/iif. 

G  z  incurably 
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'.  Natives    incurable  amongft  them.  The  misfortune  is,  that  moft  of  the 
afraid  to   Africans  in  general,  whether  Chriilians,  Mohammedans^  or 
Mil  than.  Heathens^  ,  retain  ftill  a  ftrange  relic  of  their  old  heatbenifli 
fuperftition,  and  think  it  moft  dangerous,  and  fome  of  than 
.  *•  a  very  horrid  crime,  to  deftroy  any  of  them ;  fo  that  being 

left  alone  to  live  and  range,  they  multiply  to  fuch  a  d^rw, 
that,  the  paths,  hedges,  fields,  and  the  very  grafs,  fwarms 
wth  th£m,'and  travellers  can  hardly  move  a  ftcp  without  run- 
ning a  great  danger  of  their  lives,  efpecially  as  they  generally 
go  barefooted  and  barelegged.     But  befidcs  thofe  of  the  fer- 
pent  kind,  there  are  multitudes  of  other  infefts^f  the  fame 
poifonous  nature,  which  haunt  their  roads,  fields,  and  thcyr 
tc^rpions    ^^^  houfes,  fomc  of  the, flying,  others  of  the  reptile  kind; 
of  this  latter  fort  are  the  fcorpions,  whofe  fling  is  reckoned 
incurable,  and,  in  many  parts,  caufes  immediate  death,  aad 
deftroys  myriads  of  people  in  a  year  ^ :  and  fome  of  this  fpecics, 
but  of  a  larger  fize,  have  alfo  wings,  both  in.  j^rica  said  fome 
parts  of  India^  and  are  of  courfe  fo  much  the  more  danger- 
Ofher  nje;^  ous  and  deflruftive.     Befldes  thefe,  there  is  a  vafl  variety  of 
nomous  in-  Others,  of  a  fmailer  fize, -very  prejudicial,  fome  to  the  eyes, 
/e^s.         others  to  other  parts  of  the  body,  efpecially  to  the  fingers 
;  and  toes,  where  they  leave  either  the  poifon  of  their  fling, 
or  one  or  more  of  their  eggs  under  the  nails^  which  turn 
:lnto  worms,  and  mufl  be  extrafted  with  exceeding  care  by  a 
fkiiful  hand,  becaufe,  being  very  flcnder,  they  are  apt  to 
break  in  the  drawing  out;  and  if  ever  fo  fmall  a  part  be  left 
behind,  it  will  hav^e  the  fame  efFeft  of  caufing  the  mofl  ex- 
cruciating pains,  and  ending  in  a  gangrene  and  death.  Thefe, 
'  and  others  of  the  like  kind,  are  common  all  over  Africa^  and 
.  are  bred  in  their  flagnated  waters,  in  lakes,  pools,  and  marihy 
,,  grounds,  which  are  overflowed  by  the  violent  rains  of  one 
feafon,  and  dried  up  by  the'  exceilivo  heats  of  another  ;  fo 
that  there  i^  fcarce  a  kingdom  or  diflrift  which  is  not  infeft- 
ed  by  fome  of  that  pernicious  vermin  in  one  fhape  or  ano- 
7he  (hhh^x\i^x  *^.     There  is  one  fpecies  of  them  called  dubb,  which,  in 
like  attt"   (hape  and  nature,  refembles  the  tarantula,  but  is  much  larger 
rantula.    ^han  thofe  which  breed  In  Italy y  and  fome  other  parts  of 
Europe  y  and  of  courfe  more  pernicious;  for  if  thefe  can  pierce 
with  their  fling  the  double  leathern  fole  of  a  peafant's  flioe, 
*  with  what  force  mufl  thofe  penetrate  the  naked  foot  of  an  Afri- 
can, efpecially  fmce  they  are  commonly,  as  we  are  told,  of  the 
length  of  a  man's  arm,  and  about  four  inches  in  diameter,  and 
i^  ilrong,  that,  if  they  get  the  fore  part  of  their  body  into  a 

*  Ramuuo;  ubifup.  p.  9(A).  7i(D).&ah    Dappbr,  La-  ' 
-Hat,  &al.  • 

hol<7> 
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hole,  though  the  reft  of  the  body  be  out,  the  ftrength'  of  a 
man  canaot  draw  it  out,  but  by  making  the  orifice  wider. 
Like  others  of  the  Terpentine  kind,  it  wUl  move  its  limbs  fe- 
Teral  days  after  the  head  is  taken  ojflP,  and  its  body  cut  into  ie- 
veral  pieces.     Some  add  that  it  never  drinks  any  thing,  but 
expires  as  foon  as  any  water  is  put  into  its  mouth.     ThisD/V//z/ 
creature  the  LibyanSyZnd  other  Jfricafis,  where  thefe  vermin  thetujiiof 
fwarm,  make  no  fcruple  to  broil  and  eat,  and  account  them  ^^ter.  > ' 
a  plcafant  food  \ 

The  camelion,  orcameliaa,  or  little  lion,   fo  called  he- The  came^'. 
caufe  he  preys  upon  other  little,  as  the  great  one  doth  upon  /«»• 
large  animals,  is  a  reptile,  which  fwarms  likewife  all  over 
Africa.    It  refembles  the  common  lizard,  but  his  head  is  more. 
ereA,  and  not  unlike  that  of  a  ram,  abating  the  horns.    His 
tail  is  about  a  fpan  long,  and  his  feet  like  thofe  of  a  monkey, 
by  which  he  can  not  only  walk  fwiftly  though  aukwardly, 
and  climb  and  fallen  on  the  fmalleft  branches  of  a  tree,  or 
hang  upon  them  by  its  tail,  in  purfuit  of  its  prey,  which  is 
neither  the  air,  wind,  or  rays  of  the  fun^  as  the  antients  and 
the  common  notion  and  proverb  defcribe  it,  but  real  infefts,  -^'^  ^^^    '^■^ 
cith)?r  of  the  flying  or  reptile  kind,  which  he  catches  into  his/*^* 
vade  mouth,  by  the  help  of  a  tongue  about  three  or  four 
inches  long,  which  he  (hoots  out  of  a  kind  of  fcabbard  or  " 

<afe,  with  wonderful  nimblenefs,  without  ever  miffing  hi^ 
aim,  and  fwallows  them  as  fail  as  caught.     For  this  reafoa 
they  mofUy  frequent  woods,  hedges, ,  and  places  where  the 
^erdui^  draws  thofc  infofts.     He  never  drinks ;.  nor  hathh^ Neither  1 
either  bladder  or  urinary  pafTage.     His  fkin  is  fmooth,  and  drinks  nor 
of  a  greyifli  colour,  whatever  hath  been  faid  to  the  contrary, //^j. 
and  retains  that  hue  after  his  death  (E).     That  on  his  back 

•  is 

*  Ramusio,  Dapper,  Davitv,  Pigafet.  Purchas,  &  ah 
▼id.&  Majimol,  lib.  i«  c.  23. 

(E)  The  common  notion  is,  whatever  change  is  obferved  in 
that  the  eyes,  head,  body,  and  it,is  not  caufed  by  the  proximity 
tail  of  this  animal  change  alike  of  any  object,  but  by  the  uio- 
thcir  colour  according  to  that  tion  of  its  heart,  caufed  eithex 
of  die  ncareft  objecl,  excepting  by  heat,  cold,  or  inward  mo- 
only  the  white  and  red.  (23).  tion  of  its  blood,  of  which  ii 
But  the  learned  Pancirtjlus  Rn-  hath  but  a  fraall  quantity  in  itS; 
iBoniu,  in  his  anatomy  of  it,  af-  veins,  any  more  than  Aefh  up^on 
fores  us  that  it  is  altogether  of  hs  bones.  From  this  others  hav« 
a  grey  or  afh  colour,  and  that^  imagined^  that  his  change  ^of 

(z^jr  Pliny,  $filittut^  uki/up,  c*  33,  Theophrafi,  de  Mnf4  *&  «/.  mail, 

/ 
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is  hard  and  fcaly,  and  fomewhat  prkkty  along  tbe  aikklle  dt 
it.  The  eyes  are  round  and  piercing,  though  without  eye* 
lids ;  and  he  can  turn  them  to  any  two  contrary  objefts,  fo  a» 
to  look  with  one  upwards  and  with  the  other  downwards, 
with  the  one  forward  and  with  the  other  backward,  and 
both  continually  intent  upon  its  prey,  which  is  generally  flies, 
'>  worms,  catcrpillers,  maggots,  grafhoppers,  and  fuch  kind  of 

infefts,  which  his  glutinous  tongue  lays  fuch  fure  hold  on, 
.  that  they  cannot  difengage  thcmfelves  from  it  •,     But  \k^' 
fides  thofe  infers,  we  are  told  that  they  have  found  in  fts 
maw  the  feeds  of  Ijunons,  dtroi\s,  and  other  fruits,,  maniok's 
meal,  and  the  feeds  of  many  efculent  herbs,  fo  that  they^nt 
not  variety  of  food  of  a  more  folid  fubftance  than  that  of  the 
air  or  the  fun's  rays  ^     The  Jfricans  look  upon  it  as  a,  dan- 
gerous animal,  on  account  of  its  pernicious  flaver;  and  fo 
ominous,  that,  if  they  fee  or  meet  with  any  of  them,  they 
conclude  from  thence,  that  either  fomeof  their  abfent  friends 
are  dead,  or  that  fome  of  their  prefeat  ofies  will  fhortly  die> 
or  fome  other  ^ifafter  will  happen  to  themfelves  ^, 
fijkirefof     The  next  and  mofl  dreadful  of  all  the  African  infeftsar^ 
/undry  ^-  their  pifmires,  of  which  they  have  fuch  a  variety,   and  fuch 
A^'^f^"^^    innumerable  (warms,  that  they  deftroy  not  only  the  fruits  of 
^  the  ground,  but  even  men  and  beafts,  in  fo  little  a  time  as 

one  fmgle  night ;  and  would,  without  all  doubt,  prove  more 
fetally  deliruftive  to  the  inhabitants,  were  thqr  not  fq  hap 
pily  deflroyed  by  a  propbrtaonable  number  of  monkeys,  who 
greedily  ferret  and  devour  them.    But  of  thefe,  and  fom^? 

/  Leo  AraiCAK.  Marmol,  Ramus.  Dapper,  liA  Caoix; 
^  al.  plur.  ^  Ca  VAZzi  Kongo,  lib.  i.  c.  9.  f  Daf- 

f  ^rf,  &  al.  ub.  fap.  • 

colour  was  rather  owing  to  the  an  antipathy  to  th^  whole  fcf- 

tranfparency    of  its  ftat  ?nd  pentinefp^cies,  that  where- evcf 

/    emaciated  body,  through  which  he  fees  any  oiF  t)icin,  he  imme- 

the   obj^s  on  the  other  fide  diately  get«  on  fome  tree,  ihrub, . 

eafily  tranfmitted  their  various  or  other  epiinence,  if  it  be  «l  • 

colours  (24) .  be  had,  and  places  himfelf  per* 

"The  fabulous  ^r/7^/,     ever  pcndicul^rly  over  its  head,  and 

.    }bnd  of  the  marvellous,  relate  exnitsapoiConous  kind  offrotfajt 

other  wonders  of  this  little  ani-  or    faliv'a,  out  of  his  inoutb, 

mal,  which  ho  one  elfe  could  wfcjch  no  fooner  reaches  any 

ever  find   out.     In  particular,  part  of  hsh^a^  than  it  deprives 

they  tell  us,  that  he  Wars  fuch  itof  life(a5)» 

(«4>  IBelkn,  Leo  J  ft,  Ilh  ix.  Marmot,  )ib.  i.  c.  ag.  Jtamuf,  voi.uf.  94.  Jp^'* 
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other  grievous  plagues  which  the  far  greater  part  of  thia  vaft 
contioeat  is  afflifted  .with,  particularly  that  moft  horrid  and 
pcroicious  one  of  locufts,  which  feldom  fell  a  year  of  laying  Locttfis. 
waile  fome  of  its  provinces^  we  ftiall  defer  all  farther  men- 
don  rill  the  next  volume^  where  (hall  have  a  large  field  to 
i^^y  their  dreadful  dcvaftations  in. 

Among  all  the  monftrous  kinds  which  Africa  hath  been  ne  M^ 
remarkable  for  producing,  in  the  grcatcft  number  and  variety,  nocephju 
u  but  which  we  think,  \^th  the  generality  of  the  learued,  are  lus. 
I  Bot  worth  mentioning^  and  much  lefs  confuting,  we  /halt 
i  confine  ourielves  to  the  defcription  of  that  of  that  curious  and     x 
celebrated  one,  if  yet  it  may  indeed  be  properly  ranked  amongft         ' 
that  clafs»  which  the  Greeks  called  Monocephalus^  on  account 
of  its  having  a  head  like  a  dog,  though,  in  other  refpefts^ 
refembliog  a  .monke^  or  babooq,    but    much  larger  and 
ftronger  than  they  (F).    But  what  they  arc  chiefly  remarka- 
ble 


(F)  We  would-  not  here  be 
anderftood  as  if  we  abfolacely 
rejeded  all  that  hath  been  writ- 
ten by  antients  and  moderns  on 
this  head,  but  only  that  we 
^link  it  a  topic  too  uncertain 
tad  vagci'e  to  be  debated  in*  a 
work  of  this  exteniive  nature. 
That  there  have  been,  and  will 
he  whilft  the  world  endures,  a 
variety  of  births  and  pr6duc> 
tions,  which  are  commonly  call- 
.ttimonftrous,  is  what  will  hard- 
ly be  denied  by  any  fober  man; 
^ough  hitherto  not  fufhciently 
accounted  for  to  fatisfy  the  cu- 
rious and  inquifitive. 

Another  obfervation  we  wdnld 
offer  on  this  fubjed  is,  that  ma- 
ny living  Creatures  may  be 
wrongfully  ranked  amongft  diat 
dafs,  merely  becaufe  fuch  ob- 
|e£is  are  not  frequent,  and  feen 
perhaps  but  by  one  of  a  fort ; 
whereas  were  they  more  clofely 
enquired  into,  they  would  i|e 
namerous  enough  to  coifipoie 
a  diftina  fjtecies.'  Of  thi^kiiid 

we  take  thofe  pongas,  or  gigati^ 


tic  apes,  mentioned  by  furchoi 
{25),  on  the  authority  q{ Andrew 
Battel,  which,  in  ^vtty  refped  - 
but  their  feet,  and  gigantic  iia&« 
and  bulk,  refemble  the  human» 
and  m  that  one  only,  nnlefs  we 
add  their  extreme  fero.city,  re* 
femble  the  monkey  kind.  Their 
face,  head,  hands,  and  ears  are 
.without  hair,  and  like  thofe  of 
a  man  ;  their  eyes  hollow,  and 
overhung  with  large  eye-brows; 
the  body  covered  with  hair^ 
though  not  thick,  and  of  a  dun« 
ny  colour ;  their  legs  the  fame,, 
but  without  calves ;  and  carry 
their  hands  ofn  the  nape  •£  their 
neck,  when  they  walk  on  the 
ground.  They  fleep  up6n  treet^ 
and  build  ftelters  againll  raift'^ 
and  live  chiefly  upon  fuch  fruxtt 
as  they  find  ill  thi;  woo4s,  and 
eat  no  flefh.  They  are  fo  fhy 
and  nimble^  that  the  natives 
fcannot  catch'thcni  5  and  fo  flronjp 
when  eafighf,  that  ten  met)  can. 
not  hold  them  ;  and  yet  fo  ltii> 
pid^  thkt,  though  thiiy  takc^gicat 
lelight  t<^  cdme  toA  warm  theitt^ 


(»J)  Fmbat  Reiat.  Ub.  vi»  €*  $,  §.  €4 
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bic  for  is,  their  being  obfcrvcd  to  pifs  twelve  times  a  day, 

and  as  many  in  the  night,  at  eqi^l  diftances  of  time,  in  the 

Gtfvf  ri/i  ^^^  of  ^he  equinox  ^ ;  from  which,  we  are  told,  tht  Egyptian 

u  tbenjua-  priefts  took  the  firft  hint  of  their  Clep/ydray  or  water-glafles, 

ter  hour-   which  were  made  to  run  juft  one  hour ;  If  not  of  dividing  the 

giot/u         natural  day  into  twenty-four  fequal  parts  (which  was  only  di* 

vided  before  into  day  and  night  watches,  of  two  or  three  hours 

each),  and  which,  we  are  told,  were  invented  by  Ctefifhondi 

'     j^hxandria,  but  were  afterwards  eJichanged  for  the  more  fure 

and  conimodious  fand-glaflcs ;  in  memory  of  which  they  ufed 

to  have  the  figure  of  that  animal  painted  or  carved  on  their 

hour-glafles  i. 

Great  ^fi?  761^  being  furrounded  almoft  by  the  fea,  and  part- 

flentyand  ^j  only  from  ih^  Aftatic  continent  by  the  narrow  iilhmuj 

iwT'^^^^  Jw^z,   as  hath  been  already  obferved,    and  abounding 

•^'  within  with  fuch  numbers  of  large  lakes  -and  <:onflderable 

rivers,  muft  of  courfe  be  fuppofcd  to  afford  the  greateft  plen* 

ty  and  variety  both  of  fait  and  fre(h  water  fifh.  The  misfor- 

tune,  with  relation  to  this  laft,  is,  that  not  only  thofe  lakes 

and  large  refervoirs  of  water,  in  the  heat  of  the  fummer  feafon, 

Jn  many     ^^^  either  in  part  or  wholly  dried  up,  which  not  only  deftroy 

farts  unfit  the  fifli  that  lived  in  it,  but  infeft  the  air  with  their  ftench; 

t$  iot,       and  even  thofe  which  retain  water  enough  to  keep  theirs 

alive,  communicate  the  fariie  infeftion  to  them,  and  thefe  to 

the  poorer  fort  of  the  natives,  whom  neceffity  obliges  to  feed 

upon  them.  Even  many  of  their  noble  and  large  rivers  are  fo 

choaked  up,  through  the  fliameful  indolence  of  the  people, 

^  Florus,  Plinv,  &  al,  '  Vid.  Kircher  jnecharric, 

Egypt. 

felvesat  the  fires  which  travel-  ftiled  amonfier  ;  as  one  of  the 

lers   mt  obliged  to  kind.le  in  fame  kind  a6taally  was,  which 

woods  ahd  defarts,  in  order  to  foroc  failors  found  drowned  and 

i:eep  ofF  wild  beails,  ferpents,  caft  upon  fome  of  thofe  coaila 

and  other  hurtful  creatures,  as  (26) ;  yet  it  is  plain  from  their 

ibon  as  thofe  travcUcirs  are  gone  going  in  fuch  vaft  droves,  and 

far  enough  oat  qf  their  fight  j  killing  and  carrying  olF  with 

yet  none  of  them  have  fenfc  them  fo  many  Negroes,  that 

enough  to  fupply  thofe  embers  they  are  no  ether  than  a  gigaa- 

with  TreOi  fuel,  but  go  away  as  tic  fpecies  of  the  ape  kind,  by 

t        ibon  as  they  find  th^  fire  gone  all  the  particulars   mentioned 

^   mxx*  above,    more  refembling  hu- 

Had  any  of  thefe  pongos  man  creaturesj^  Uian  ^ny.of  the  . 

hu^  caugb?  ^pd  brought  intp  reiit. 

£urpfe,  it  would  have  been         '  / 

•  ■    s  ■>  .     .  ,     .    ■ 

♦*  J. 
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^di  o-eeson  both  fides,  which  meeting  in  their  branches  to« 
g^her,  exdode  them  both  from  the  rays  of  the  fun^  and  the 
besefit  of  the  winds  and  freQi  air,  for  a  great  number  of 
leagues  together ;  fo  that  here  alfo  what  fi(h  is  able  to  live  in 
them  is  no  lefs  pernicious  and  unwholfome  to  thofe  that  eat  it  K 
We  may  add  another  plague  which  attends  the  frefh  water 
kind  ;  viz.  the  vaft  multitudes  of  crocodiles,  iea-horfes,  and 
other  fuch  amphibious  animals,  which  prey  upon  and  make 
a  terrible  havock  amongft  them.  This  doth  not,  however, 
hindar  their  Jiaving  it  in  fuch  plenty,>  as  to  make  it,  in  many  ' 
parts,  the  common  food ;  and  fome  forts  of  them,  dried  in 
the  fan,  ferve  them  inftead  of  bread,  as  we  fliall  fee  in  the 
courfe  of  this  African  part. 

Th]^  coafts,  however,  it  may  well  be  fuppofed,  are  fup* 
plied  with  a  ftill  greater  plenty  and  variety,  and  drive  a  large 
commerce  in  them  both  on  the  eaftern  and  weftern  fide ;  and 
this  laft,  befides  fome  pearl  fiflieries,  which  we  {hall  have  oc« 
cafion  to  mention  in  a  more  proper  place,  and  that  of  the 
zimbis,  a  fmall  fhell-fifli,  the  fhell  of  which  is  the  only  cur- 
rent coin,  both  which  bring  in  a  confiderable  revenue  to  the 
owners.  ^The  Portugue/e  have  not  only  fet  up  many  others 
for  large  and  fmall  fifh,  but  have  taught  the  natives,  till  then 
too  proud  and  indolent  for  fuch  a  kind  of  flavery,  to  follow* 
their  example,  and  make  the  mod  of  thofe  advantages  which 
their  fituation,  and  the  neighbouring  ocean,  fo  liberally  throw 
in  their  way  K 

Of  all  that  vaft  variety  of  fiflies  which  are  caught  along 
that  prodigious  compafs,  and  which  it  would  be  endlefs  to 
enumerate,  (as  well  as  the  various  ways  which  thofe  maritime 
nations  make  ufe  of  to  carry  on  their  feveral  fifheries,  of  the 
p-incipal  of  which  we  (hall  give  an  account  in  their  proper 
place  and  turn)  we  (hall  confine  ourfelves  here  to  one  or  two  of  Tig  Re- 
thc  moft  curiolis,  as  peculiar  to  this  weftern  coaft,  and  carried  kin,  or 
on  by  ftrangers  ks  well  as  natives;  viz,  that  of  the  TuBerone/fia-dig, 
sis  the  Spaniards  call  it,  and  the  Italians  more  properly  Pefco*  defcnhedm 
coney  or  dog-fiih,  from  its  refemblance  to  the  land  one,  but 
moil  commonly  known  in  the  American  feas  by  the  name 
of  Rekin,  or  Reguen.    :This  voracious  creature  is  o£  fuch  a  Horrid^ 
fize  and  length,  (fome  of  them  being  above  twenty-five  feet  raciotjf" 
in  length,  and  four  in  diameter)  is  withal  fo^  txdd  and  ftrongf>»2/^» 
and  its  huge  mouth  armed  both  above  and  below  with  a* 
treble  row  of  fuch  fliarp  teeth,'  foine  round,  fome  flat,  and. 
others  triangular,  each  row  dofely  clafping  into  each  other 

*  Davits*  Dapi»«!i,  &  al.  «b.  fup,  f  Lbq  Africam; 

*      •  with 
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SfO^  *    J  genirsi  J)efcHpth>  ^  ABnn.     B-XVIv 

\i4di  an  rimoft  irrcfiftible  foro?,  »s  to  be  aW©,  with  one 
ftrokc,  to  bite  oiFthc  thigh,  or  even  the  body,  of  %  man  or 
Ivork,  that  it  might,  in  all  probability)  long  eapugh  ago  ha\r« 
devoured  the  greater  part  of  the  watry  tribes,  if  Provideaec 
had  not  put  a  kind  of  bar  to  its  devouring  aK>etitc,  by  the 
diiBcirlty  which  his  unwieldy  body,  and  tlie  difpofition  of  his 
mouth,  give  him  to  come  at  and  fwailpw  his  prey  (G)* 

It  is  chiefly  on  this  account  that  both  the  African  and 
EuropffonSy  vfho  frequent  this  coaft,  are  fo  eager,  and  under-> 
*  ^  fuch  fetigucs  and  dangers,  to  deftrpy  :t,  »nd  not  for  any 
r^pri&ls  they  can  make  upon  liimi.unlefs  it  be  ti^at  of  its  (kin ; 
for  aa  to  the  fldh,  it  is  moftly  fo  tough,  bar  A,  iU-flavoured, 
and  hard  of  digeftion,  that  none  but  the  Moon  and  fome  fa- 
mtflaed  Spaniards  wiU  venture,  to  cat  it,  «nd  of  that  only^ 
which  grows  on  the  extremity  of  the  ribs  down  to  the  belly.* 
The  Meioriy  who  arc  commonly  excellent  fwimn»ers,  and 
pretend  that  they  arc  in  no  danger  from  them  whilft  in  the 
water,  but  only  when  they  attempt  either  to  get  into  their 
boats,  or  go  to  knd,  have  but  one  common  method  of  denroy- 
iog  them;  viz.  by  getting  under  them,  when  they  fee  them 

(G)  One  impediioent,  we  are  makes  htm  fwallow  every  thing 

told,  is  its  mouth  being  placed  that  conies  in  his  way,  without 

ajbout  a  foot  or  more  below  its  dillindion.     He  is  commonly 

fhout;  fo  that  its  iierceneis  after  its  feen  fwimming  about  and  after 

prey  rather  contributes  to  drive  the  failing  ihips,  and  watching 

It  farther  from  it ;   and  there-  to  catch  every  thing  that  i^  ei- 

fcffc,  m  order  to  catchy  it  more  ther  thrown  out,  or  falls  from 

readily,he  is  forced  to  turnhim-  them,  whethermen,  beafts,bales 

felf  (not  upon  his  back,  as  fome  and  bundles  of  woollen  or  lin- 

Imve  abfurdly  affirmed,  which  nen,  even  to  wooden  and  iron 

would  rather  add  to  than  re-  tools  ;  all  which  he  indiiferently 

-   move  the  impediment,  but,  as  fwallows  down  with  equal  grce« 

.  we  are  aflUred  hy.  eye- witneifesjl  ,  dinefs ;  for  fuch  have  been  found 

on  its  fide,  and  by  the  mouoQ  in  its  maw  ;    not,   indeed,  di* 

of  its  jaws  and  fins  to  draw.an4  gefied,  as  foiine  have  imagined, 

ihgulph  it  into  its  wide  mouth,  but  only  corroded  more  or  Icfsv 

Anothier  impediment  attend*  according  to  ^eir  nature,  and 

ifigh»fpeedafterit,i8theftiif-  the  time  they  have  lain  in  it. 

siefs  and  unpliablenefa  of  its  Sothat,  in  £m^,  heis  frequently 

lOBTte^bne,  which   vakss  htm  ^e  dnpeof  his  Toracious  apfpe- 

^  tackandtui^altQiitwit^greaiir  tite$  and,  whilft  he  is  taken jip 

difficulty,  and  ^v€«  a  ieaibuA*  '  in  devoarinE  an  imaginary  nca* 

Retime  to  Jus  prey  to  ef(»pe.  riibment*   £e  lofes  that  which 

*to  this  we  may  add  a  third;,  wQttld^ieldhimarealone(27}* 


mz.  diat  his  extreme  eagemefs 


Caivx^l  af'  ^' 


' '  f^f)  t^at  n^Tae,  it  tJtMf,  OcKf^nf,  tm.  ly.  34^,    C 

I.  .  iftlient 
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C.  tt<      4ffi»{i  Difirifthn  if  Africa.  §i 

iptf al  tfier  fome  prey,  and  ripinpg  thdr  bellies  ap^  with  flmryrJ 
tbdr  iharp  weapons^  And  a9  they  fwarm  not  oaly  aloag/^^^F 
the  whole  coaftrbut  vemurc  pretty  far  up  the  large  rivers, '^'''^w? 
iapiufttit  of  their  prey,  which  they  follow  with  fuch  eager* 
aefs  and  fpeed>  as  fometimes  to  launch  their  whok  body  on 
tbe  fhpre,  they  feldom^miik  a  year  without  making  a  horrid 
Daughter  among  -them  where-evcr  they  meet  them.    But 
the  more  polite  fi/rt^r^n/,  who  make,  it  one  of  their  cliief 
divcrfions  to  catch  them  b]f  the  book  and  line,  are  content^ 
&r  the  fake  c^  the  fport  it^yielda,  to  undergo  the  greateft 
danger  which  attends  it ". 

Their  method  is  tp  provide  fome  of  the  ftrongcft  and  He^^ 
fliarpcft  hooks,  well  charged  with  flcfti,  ftale,  and  well  be-  ^««f  ^^  h 
(beared  with  lard,  or  other  greafy  ftniF;  this  they  feften  to  a  '^'  Euro* 
firongiron  chain,  of  fix  or  eight  feet  in  length,  and  that  to  a  P^*°^. 
ibnt  rope,  long  enough  for  the  purpofc,  and  fling  it  into  the  ^ 
fea.    The  greedy  creature,  if  hungry,  foon  (hortcns  the 
beft  part  of  their  fport,  by  eagerly  fwallowing  it ;  but,  if 
odierwife,  will  conflderably  lengthen  it,  by  its  frequent  at* 
tempts  and  nibbling  at  it^  off  and  on,  fometimes  hj  fwim* 
ming  at  fome  diflance  around  it,  again  and  again,  as  if  doubt* 
ful  and  afraid  to  venture,  till  at  length  its  ravenous  appetite 
is  fo  far  excited,  that  it  can  no  longer  refift  the  temptipg 
bait,  but,  at  one  pull,  gets  it  into  its  maw.    But  no  fooncr  TIMr 
is  it  made  fenfible  of  its  point,  by  a  gcatle  pluck  of  the  vope^Jfruggleg^ 
than  it  begins  to  ftiew  the  moft  extravagant  motions,  and  ^ogetlotfti  ' 
attempts  to  difengage  it&lf  from. it,  firft.  by  endeavouring  ta 
bite  the  ch^in,  and  next  to  gnaw  the  cord,  to  which  it  is  faf- 
tened,  afunder.     Finding  this  inefFeftual,  he  next  ftrives  to 
fpue  it  out,  and  fometimes  by  fuch  violent  ftraining,  as  if  to 
turn  his  ftomach  infide  out,  to  get  rid  of  it ;  at  other  times 
by  beating  itfelf  againft  the  (hip,  till  its  (hength  is  quite  ex* 
haufted,  when  they  begin  to  draw  him  nearer  to  them,  and 
get  his  head  above  water,  and,  by  the  help  of  a  rojje  fattened 
about  it,  they,  with  a  flip  knot,  draw  him  high  enough  ta^        ,  '. 
jw\(l  it^ lower  parts  with  it,  and,  at  length,  get  him  into  the 
fliuip*  and  thf  n  on  to  the  fhorf ,  in  order  to  difpatch  it, 

W?  arc.  farther,  told  that  thQ  females  are  ftill  more  fierce 
and  dangerous,  efpeciallijs  in  the  feafon  of  fpawning,  and 
when  they  haveyoungones,  which,  it  ie^ns,  they  carry  abottt 
them  in  fome  proper  fold  or  partition  of  their  ventricle  % 
fo  that  when  any  6f- them  are  caught  and  killed^  the  firft. 
flung;  thefe  fportfrneh  go  aWpt  1$ ' tp-^fearch  after  thda*  )brbO(I|i 

•  Dc  hoc,  vid.  Labat  Afric.  O'ccHefit.  vol. "T.  p.'  34^,  il?  fcqj 
Caya^zi  Defcrif t..|JUp^l(^  U)ki%);»  (K^^l^.  «$9>  &  feci* 

./.  ...  m 
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9«         '         A  gmral  DefcripHm  of  Africa.     B.XVt 

Tbi  young  if  any  they  have,  which  they  eftecm  a  moft  delicious  morfcl, 
ptns  a  de-  though  not  till  having  prcvioufly  kept  them  in  fome  veflel, 
iicious  filled  with  fait  water,  and  (hifted  it  three  or  four  times,  tifl 
^*  theif  infidc  is  thoroughly  clcanfed ;  without  which  precaution 

their  ileih  would  prove  dangerous,  and  occaflon  fome  dreads. 
ful  diforders  ;    and  the  fame  would  eufue  if  it  was  not  tho- 
roughly drefled  (H)  «• 
Ti^^Ma-        The  next  rare  fifh  of  the  Africans  we  propofe  to  men-. : 
A^VifA    ^^^  '^^^^^  ^^  *^^'  ^^  ^^^  Manati,  as  the  Spaniards  call  it,  on 
fhd*   account  of  its  having  feemingly  .two  hands,  with  which  it 
^^^^  '  '      carries  its  young  ones  clofe  to  its  breaft.     The  French  call  it 
Lamentine,    probably  on  account  of  fome  mournful  noife 
it  makes  when  in  diftrefs  or  danger;  but  its  moft proper 
name  might  perhaps  be  that  of  the  fea-cow,  from  its  refem- 
blahce,'in  feme  refpefts,  to  the  land  one.     It  is  of  an  extra-. 
//f  luafl     ordinary  fize  and  clumfy  fliape,  its  length  about  eighteen, 
tulL         and  its  diameter  between  four  and  five  feet.  Its  body  is  almoft* 
round  from  the  head  to  the  navel,   but    grows  gradually 
flatter  from  that  to  the  end  of  its  tail.     It  hath  a  large  head, 
wide  mouth,  and  thick  lips,  covered  with  fome  ftraggling 
^    long  hairs  above  and  belo\v.     Its  eyes  are  fmall  and  dim, 
and  its  fight  weak,  which  is  amply  compenfated  by  the  ex- 
quifitenefs  of  its  hearing  and  fmelling,  and  is  alarmed  at  the 
leaft  diftant  noife,  whether  at  land  or  fea,  being  exceeding 
fearful,  as  are  moft  other  animals,  which,  like  it,  are  deftitute 
of  all  defence,  except  the  two  fins,  like  hands,  with  which  it 
carries  its  young  (I).    Thefe  fins,  which  hang  about  two  or 

three 

»  Ibid,  ubi  fop. 

(H)  One  more,  particularity  foppofe  the  creature  to  havi  j 

our  author  adds,  on  what  au-  arms  and  legs  alfo.  ThepainU^ 

lliority  we  cannot  tell,  concern*  ers    and  engravers    have  iiot  , 

ing  this  voracious  animal ;  <vifc»  failed  to  confirm  it  by  their  ^t*  \ 

tliat  the  brain  of  it,  being  dried,  fcriptions;  from  all    which  if 

l>eComes  as  hard  as  a  (tone,  and .  hath  been  naturally  hiki  to 

being  fcraped,  and  given  to  a  t;he  dignity  of  thofe  amphibioui 

Woman  in  labour,  is,  by  the  ones  whidi  indiiferentiy  range 

Snglijb^  efieemed  an  effedual  oi;i  land  and  water.     Whei»u» 

fem^y  to  eafe  and  acoeleratB  if  we  may  believe  thofe  whp , 

it  (28).  have  feen  numbers  of  them  i^ 

.  .(l)T;hisabfurd notioi|  <»f their  the.  A/jvrr,   Gamkiay  and  other^ 

bei^lj  real  hands  hath  ht^Xi  z,  African  rivers,  and   afla;e  u^ 

Bttl^  improved  by  oar  travel- '  that  they  have  ho  oth^  cxcrc- 

Icrs,  who  have  not  fcraplcd  to  ice^cesthanthofetwoiinsabove- 

T.  feentiooed 
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1. 1; "     A  general  Defcripiion  of  Africi*  .9^ 

three  Inches  above  their  paps,  and  fprcad  themfclves  wider 

downwards  the  length  live  or  fix,  being  hollow,  and  parted 

..b;  a  kind  of  cartilage,  like  that  of  other  iiihes,  and  can  be  of 

•  noufe  to  them  out  of  the  water,  mnch  lefs  to  drag  fuch  a 
vaft  heavy  body  along  the  ground. 

The  Africans'  2s^  very  expert  in,  as  well  as  greedy  of,  ^^rw 
catching  this  fi(h.   The  cramp-hooks  with  which  they  llrike  ^T^  ^ 

•  him;,  and  other  fuch  large  creatures^  are  of  iron,  and  about  '^'^^'■^ 
feven  or  eight  inches  long,  the  point  very  iharp,  and  the  other 

•  end  hath  j^  hole  or  ring,  through  which  they  run  a  ftring,  of 
the  length  of  ten  or  twelve  fathoms,  at  the  end  of  which  they 
fallen  a  piece  of  wood,  which  floats  on  the  water.  The  reft 
is  performed  much  after  the  fame  manner  as  that  of,  the 
whale,  except  that  the  Moors  endeavour  to  come  near  enough 
to  ftrike  it  a  fecond  time,  in  order  to  haften  the  efFufion  of 

^  its  blood  ;  and  as  foon  as  it  is  dead,  they  either  take  it  up 

into  their  canoes,  or  tie  it  to  them  with  a  rope,  and  tow  it  to 
'  thclhore.' 

The  flefl)  of  it  is  of  an  exquifite  tafte,  fuperior  to  the  Fituflfjl^ 

Mediterranean  Ton,  or  our  Englijb  flurgeon,  efpecially  from  oadfat^ 
:  about  the  middle  of  the  ribs  down  to  the  belly ;  but  the  moft 

delicious  bit  of  all  is  the  udder,  next  to  the  fuckling  ones  it 
.  carries  under  its  fins*    It  hath  moreover  along  the  back  a  - 

long  ftreak  of  fat,  not  unlike  hogs  lard,  and  about  five  inches 
.  thick,  which,  being  melted  with  the  reilof  its  paunch,  yields 

an  excellent  kind  of  butter,  which  is  not  fubjeft  to  grow  ran- 
-  cid.    Its  fkin  is  thick,  and  tough  enough  to  be  tanned,  and 
,  fomeof  the  poorer  fort  fole  their  fhoes  with  it  untanned.    As  Howfyfi 
^  the  female  hath  but  two  dugs  to  fuckle,  and  two  fins  to  carry  *^^  >^«- 
.  its  young,  which  are  commonly  a  male  and  a  female,  one  would  P^Z^^r 
Lbe  apt  to  judge  they  can  bring  forth  no  more  than  two  at  a  / 

ttinie ;  and  indeed,  they  are  never  caugjit  with  a  greater  num- 
\  ber  (and  thefe  no  longer  than  till  they  are  able  to  live  without 
l*hermilk  andfhift  for  themfelves),  and  confequently  that  th^y 

I  mendoned,  which  are   of  no  i  goo  lb.   weight.     So  far  are 

[  other  ufc  to  them  than  to  carry  they  from  it,  that,  whenever  the 

Mhcir  young)  and  apply  theai  to  waters  come  to  fail  them  in 

the  breaft,  will  eafily  conceive  thofe  creeks  and  fhallows,  injo 

,  the  abfurdity  of  fuch  fidlion,  which  they  frequently  go   for 

^  efpecially  when  compared  with  pafture,  they  are  inevitably  loft, 

the  monftrOTis  load  of  body  which  being  altogether  unable  to  move 

^  they  mail  be  fuppofed  to  drag  forward  or  backward,  but  are 

'  'rftcr  them  on  the  ground,  which  either  difpatchcd  by  thepeople, 

is  ufoaily  between  1400  and  or  pehfh  above  ground  (29] . 

(29)  Lahat  JBitlat,  d'Afrif,  vp/,  i.  ^.  359,  fif/r/, 

cannot 
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•  cannot  mtilHplJr  vfcry  faft  ;  and  yet,  when  we  coniider  the 

Taft  (laughter  that  is  made  of  them  by  the  Mo&rs^  and  tha 

much  greater  numbers  that  are  devoured  by  the  rekins,  croco- 

dies,  fea*horfcs,  and  other  large  fifties  of  prey,  which  arcwttf 

in  purfuit  after  them,  one  cannot  but  fuppofe,  at  kaft,  tiflt 

they  fupply  that  deftrnftion  by  their  frequent  pregnancy, 

and  that  they  muft  of  courfe  bring  forth,  at  leaft,  ten  or  twdVc 

tmies  in  a  year :  but  about  this  we  can  ofier  nothing  falu. 

teire  conjefture  (K)  o. 

P^arlfi/h*      There  are  feverai  pearl  fifheries  both  on  the  eaftcrn  attt 

griii.       '  weftcrn  coafts,  efpecially  about  the'^  former,  the  moftcoufi* 

derable  of  which  lie  round  fome  fmall  iflands,  ovep^agaiaft 

the  kingdom  of  Sofala  ;  the  misfortune  is,  they  have  ifet 

there  the  fenfe  to  expofe  the  fhell-fiih  to  the  warmth  of  4e 

fun,  in  order  to  make  them  open,  as  they  do  in  thofe  of  if* 

dia ;  but,  inftead  of  that,  lay  them  upon  the  coals,  by  whiii 

ftrange  method  thofe  pearls  which  they  cktch,  botli  (mall  zk 

great,  contraft  a  dull  kind  of  rednefs,  which  robs  them* 

their  natural  orient  Inftre,  as  well  as  of  their  value,  and  th 

poor  fi(hermen  of  their  gain,  confiijering  the  fmall  (hare  0 

it  which  the  proprietors  of  thofe  fi(hcrie3  allow  them,  aw 

the  great  pains  they  are  at,  not  to  fay  the  rilk  they  run,  ii 

Carried  on  diving  and  groping  for  them      This  (fevi(h  work  is  perfotA 

iy  men      ed  by  the  women  as  well  as  the  men ;  both  being  equally  » 

and  WO"    pert  and  excellent  fwimmers  and  divers,  are  obliged  to  pluMi 

«w».  tenor  twenty,  and  in  (bmc  greatly  above  that  number  of  S 

thorns  into  the  fea,  by  the  help  of  a  weight  feftened  to  thd 

legs  or  feet,   with  a  bag  hanging  about  their  necks,  intt 

which  they  put  the  oifters,  or  other  pearl  IHh,  which  tbc 

catch  by  groping  ;  but  are  forced  frequently  to  give  the  fig 

nal  to  thofe  in  the  boats  above,  by  the  pull  of  a  firing,  tol 

hoilled  up  to  fetch  breath  and  hzve  the  benefit  pf  thett 

air.     In  the  like  manner  they  catch,  every  other  (hell-fi 

either  for  food  or  ornament,  particularly  the  zimbis,  whifi 

•  Lab  AT,  ubifupra^  p.  ^^8. 

(K)  We  are  told  that  there  are  a  gentle  emetic,  and  an  ( 

^rc  tommonly  found  three  or  fedtual  remedy  agpinft  all  \ 

four  white  (lones  in  the  head  of  phretic  diforders  and  aches ;  t 

this  creature,  to  which  the  na-  they  cure  the  done  in  the  re 

lives   attribute    fome   fmgular  and  bladder.  Their  bones,  C-. 

virtues,   when  pulverifed,  and  ciuedyarelikewifeufedbytheq 

taken  in  fome  liquid  vehicle,  againf):  the  piles,  and  all  kilivl 

aad»  ainong  others,  that  they  of  haemorrhages  (30). 
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6, 1.       A  gemral  Dtfir^kn  0/  Africa^  ^ 

pafs  for  current  money  amongft  them,  and  Tome  other  forts^  0/jbr 
which  are  cftecmcd  cither  for  their  beauty,  or  fomc  f«per-;^«^/j5^ 
ftitioas  virtues  which  they  attribute  to  them  ^,  icdu^fi^ 

Both  the  eaftern  and  weftem  coafts  abound  with  tmber*./*^»  *^* 
|.  igrife,  and  make  a  coniiderable  commerce  of  it  with  the  £«•  Jmhn* 
\  npeans  and  other  nations;  the  misfortune  is,  that,  though jrnyj. 
'  it  be  found  in  great  quantities,  and  pieces  of  confiderabic 
Wight  and  bigneft,  particularly  along  moft  of  the  eaftern 
fide,  and  efpedally  on  the  coafts  of  Sofala  and  J!do/ambic$, 
.  whofe  natives  defpifed  it,  as  being,  in  their  opinion,  nothing 
Ibettcr  than  the  excrements  of  the  whale,  caft  upon  thcif  coafts 
by  th«  winds  and  waves  ^ ;  yet  no  fooner  came  they  to  be  ap- 
prifed  of  the  high  price  it  bore  in  other  countries,  than  theit 
.avarice  infpired  them  with  a  ftrangs jealoufy  ;  fo  that, not 
daring  to  truft  one  another  in  carrying  on  this  advantageous 
traffick,  they  took  it  into  their  heads  to  break  thofe  hog« 
i  mafles  of  it,  which  they  found,  into  (mall  pieces,  that  every 
one  of  them  might  have  his  ftiare,  and  be  able  to  carry  It  to 
jnarket :  and  well  they  may  be  fo  diffident  of  one  another, 
who  know  themfelves  to  be  aD  cheats  alike.     Nor  need  vfc 
wondpr  they  ftiould  be  fo  ftupidly  ignorant  of  its  value,  till 
^  taught  It  by  the  Europeans,,  feeing  the  naore  polite  Jap'anefi 
intertilled  the  fame  contemptuous  notion  of  it»  as  we  have 
fliewn  in  a  former  volume,  till  the  arrival  of  the  Portugttefi 
['amongft  them^     But  of  this  we  meet  with  fomc. other  ia- 
[  ftances  in  the  courfe  of  this  African  hiftcMy,  and  ihall  only 
i  \  add,  that,  if  the  natives  here  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  bring 
\  it  to  fale  in  the  fame  lumps  they  find  thepi  thrown  up,  they 
might,  in  all  probability,  exceed  in  bignefs  thpfe  v^  pieces 
we  have  bad  occafion  to  meadon  in  the  volume  laft  quoted*. 
We  need  not  here  tell  our  readers  that  there  are  two  kinds 
^  of  it,  and  both  found  in  great  plenty  on  this  continent,  tk&Tbi  Mtw 
r.-tMie  of  a  greyi(h  aih  colour,  which  hath  a  moft  exquifitc  and  chief  firts 
^delicious  fragrancy,  and  bears  by  far  the  largeft  price ;  tixcdifiribii* 
"other  of  a  brown  and  darkifh  nue,  hard  and  without  any 
fcent,  unlefs  heated  by  friflion,  and  then  ftrong,  and  rathdr 
ofenfive  than  pleaiant  (L)«    But  the  moft  precious  and  valu- 
able 

P  Ramus.  Pioaf st.  Dapper,  Sc  al.  ubi  fup.        1  Ramus. 
\  Viagii*  vol.  i.  p,  313  (C)  (D),  3d  edit.     Labat.  Cavaz.  vol. 
J-  V.  p.  316",  &fcq.        »  See  vol.  ix.  p.  51, &  99,  &  feq.        •Ibi4- 
p.ioo,&fcq. 

(L)  This  laft,  whickjiftih  the    ing   itraws»  and   other  light 
quality ,  when  heated,  of  draw-    matters  xm  it,  is^  on  that  sccovac, 

called 
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7hefirfi  ^  able  is  the  former,  which,  next  to  diamonds,  pearls,  and  goldr 

iht  moft     duft,  is  reckoned  the  richeft  commodity  that  belongs  to  the 

nfiduabU    African  commerce,  and.  is  tlirown  by  the  fea  in  large  quaa- 

hf^-      titles  along  the  eaftern  coafls,  efpecially  after  violent  ftorms, 

« ^    and  more  particularly  upon   thofe  fmall  iflarids  ^;^rhich  lie 

contiguous  to  the  great  one  oi Madagafcar,  and  the  coafls  of 

:^iloa,  Sofalat  and  Mofambieo^  tho'  very  little  of  it  is  to  be 

found  on  this,  fide  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,     Various  are  the 

vays  which  the  natives^  bpth  here  and  in  India^  have  fallen 

upon  to  fearch  after  this  prepious  drug  (after  they  became 

apprifed  of  its  high  value),  and  which,  as  we  have  feen  in  a 

former  volume,  they  did  in  Tome,  places  make  no  other  ufe 

of  than  to  caulk  their  canoes  with  it  ^ 

Whether  it  lie  on,  or  is  covered  under,  the  fand,  they  find 
it  here  by  turning  put  droves  of  hogs,  which  are  exceffively 
fond  of  it,and  greedily  devour  as  well  as  commonly  difcovw  it  at 

*  See  vol.  it.  p.  600.  fub.  not. 


called  by  thtPerfans  zvAArahs 
Karahee.     The  Latins  called  it 
Succinum ;  and    being   fo  well 
known  for  that  and  its  other 
*  qoalities  among  ns,  we  need  fay 
little  more  of  it,  except  that 
■when  it  is  of  a  whitifli  or  yellow 
-  colour,  it  is  called  LuBeHrum^ 
on  account  of  the  vaft  quantity 
of  fiery  fparks  it  emils  with  a 
loud    crackling    noife,   when 
rubbed    hard    with    a   coarfe 
'  cloth  ;  and  when  of  a  darker 
hue,  they  give  it  the  name  of 
Tijfafphahumy  on  account  of  its 
refemblance    to    the  Arabian 
mummy  (31). 

.  Its  being  chiefly  feund  on  the 
fea  coafts,  hath  quite  exploded 
.the  common  notion,  that  the 
Suicinum  was  the  gum  of  fome 
refinous  trees;  and  the  vail 
quantities  which  are  commonly 
K)und  on  the  coafts  QiFruJ/ia^  of 
■  which  we  have  given  an  ac- 
count in  our  Ancient  Hiftory 


(32),  have  induced  fome  of  our 
learned  moderns  to  dive  deeper 
for  it,  and  to  fuppofe  it  to  be 
formed  at  leaft  in  fome  of  the 
deep  caverns  of  the  earth,  and 
being  thence  conveyed,  by  fub- 
terraneous   pliTages,    into   the 
fea,  is  there  wafhed  and  com. 
pleted  in  that  form  and  quali- 
ty in  which  it  is  thrown  up  by 
its  waves,  and  gathered  in  fe  ve- 
ra] parts  of  the  globe.  But  here 
the  great  difficulty  will  be,  how 
to   reconcile    this    fuppoiition 
with  thofe  quantities,  wluch,  we~ 
•  are  told,  are  found  in  feveral 
inland  parts,  efpecially  oiA/ri^ 
ca^  at  a  vaft  diftance  from  any 
fea  (.33):    but  this  is  a  taik» 
which,  could  it  be  performed 
with  any   tolerable   clearnefS, 
which  we  much  queftion,  would 
carry  us   beyound  our   limits, 
and  which  we  (hall  turn  oVbr  to 
the  patrons  of  that  hypothefis.  / 


(31)  Lahat  KtlaU  De  PAfriq,  vol.  u  p.  310,   &fif»  vid»  &  Ramuf*  wc.  fi»P* 
tii.  Di^er,  Dawtjf,  &gl,  (32)  f^f/,  aiz,  p,  14,  &fiff  (33;  X^- 

^t,&0i»/up,(iiaft 

raft 
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'  vaftdifta&ces  by  tbt  fcent.^Others  by  the  vaftjOightsof  bird»of 
allforts,  which  ^k  to  it  oa  the  fameaccount^  it  beinggreedUy 
Ibdght  for,  as  a  delicious  food  by  the  whole  volatile  kind. 
Others,  efpecially'on  the  coafts  of  Mofambico  and  Madagaf- 
tar^  discover  it  by  means  of  a  large  fifh,  which  it  is  very  fond 
(rf,  but  dies  upon  the  eatings  of  it,  and  is  feen  on  its  back 
fwiouning  pn  die  water  u.    Where-ever  any  of  tbe&y  or  any 
.other  c^  their  prognoftics  are  perceived,  the  people  immedi- 
ately flock  in  (hosds,  and  fcramble  for  and  divide  it  amongil 
them ;  no  argument  having  been  hitherto  able  to  prevail  upon 
them  to  take  up  and  fend  it  to  market  whole  as  they  find  it, 
AoQgh  cofifelons  that  it  would  greatly  advance  its  price, 
the  fear  of  being  defirauded  either  rf  part  of  the  drug,  or  of  its  ^*'w// 
price,  making  £em  overlook  that  advantage,  and  iUU  so  on  ^^^^  rf 
in  their  old  way  \  ia€bothir. 

Wb  come  now  to  a  ftill  more  valuable  commodity,  with  l^Ub 
\    which  tbb  part  of  the  world  abounds,  and  not  only  yields  it  ^*^^  ^f 
in  greater  plenty,  but  with  much  lefs  labour,  than  any  other.  &*^^* 
We  mean  their  gold-duft,  which,  in  moft  places,  lies  fo  ne^ 
the  furface  of  the  earth,  that  they  need  but  icratch  five  or  fix 
feet  deep,  to  come  at  it,  inflead  of  that  immenfe  labour  and  Eajily 
danger  vnth  which  that  precious  met^  muft  be  extrafted  out  'brought. 
of  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  in  moft  of  thofe  of  India  and 
America.  The  misfortune  is,  that  the  Portuguefe^  Dutch^  and  Africans 
other  EttropeanSf  upon  their  firft  difcovery  of  the  JfricemJ^^^^^  ^f 
ooaib,  betrayed  fuch  an  infurmountable  eagerncfs  after  it,  ailEuto^ 
and  fell  into  fuct  a  variety  of  indircft,  bafe,  and  violent  ^**'** 
means  of  procuring  and  extorting  it  from  thefimple  and  un» 
fiifpeAing  natives^  as  CQuld  hardly  fail  of  fpreading  fuch  an 
imiverfal  alarm  and  irradicahle  jealoufy  amongftthem,  that  np- 
diiog  kfs  would  quench  the  io&tiable  thirft  of  their,  new 
gaeiVs  after  it  than  the  efiediual  pofleiHon  of  all  their  mines. 
The  coofequence  of  which  hath  been,   that  the  inlanders. 
Ciders  J  and  HottentbtSf  have,  ever  fince,  looked  upon  zllEu-> 
rtpeans  as  equally  combined  todeprive  them  of  their  natural 
right  to  a  trwure,  which,  of  itfelf,  b  fufficient  to  procure  to 
diem  all  that  is  valuable,  curious,  or  u&ful)  in  the  other  three 
parts  of  the  globe,  without  being  obliged  to  ftir  out  of  their 
own.     Nor  need  any  one  wonder  at  this  prejudice  being  ib 
i  aniverfally,  as  well  as  deeply,  rooted  into  their  minds,  that 
j  coafidcrs  what  cooquefts  and  extenfive  fettlemcnts  they  have 
I  made  around  the  Ivhole  eiftern  and  weftccn  coafts,  how  far, 
i  iafome,  theybavecarried  th^  into  the  inland, or  with  whait 

f  Serapton.  ap.  LaBat,  Vol.  i.  p.  319,  ^.aL  lUMv'ato,  &  at. 

*lidcm,  ibid.  •      .  " .       * 

MOx>.  Hist,  Vol.  XIV.     :  .^^  )H^  a  high 
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a  iu^luid  tvnuiiuc  fway  they  inade^ 

ta^bed»  thofe  acqui&tioQsir  •  itodi  tefii  re^a  il^  they  tore 
/to  be  fiirprtfed  at  cbdb  ^vife  ud  neceffiiry  pivcattlions  diey 
}aYk  e\%ijr*wberc  been  fiaroed  to  jtake,  bothiwr  |>iK  a  Agp  iD  die 
fiorther'prdgreisy  and  fruflnte^  their  fbture  attempts  up«Q 
thdr  liberdes  or  .properdes^  by  aot  oidyxxdodi^  evtcj 
firaoger  firompeaetpttiag  into  theinfamd,  bat  by  even  fliafla*' 
eriag  every  one  they  catch  attempting  it ;  by  cofwealtwg 
'  from  them,  with  thdr  utiiioft  induftry^  die  .|>laGfeis  indhcre 
any  of  their  wixies  lie.  But  whether  thqr  h^  any  or  no, 
or  by  a  liiff  denial  of  thofe  they  hshre»  they  <nasa  caAy 
their  precatmon (o  far,  as'to  pretend  to  be  utter -ftradfrgenio 
thofenattons  widivhomthey  traffiekfbr  it,  and  pretend  that 
it  is  eidier  brought  to  them  frbm  hr  dliihmt  ^aad  itn^Miawa 
countries,  ovdr  wild  defokte  and  barren  de&rts,  aiid  tlrOidfal. 
niountaids,  ioacceffiMe  to  -any  odier  ^wms ;  or  thcu  it  is 
waifaed  dowxi  from  thdr  high  mountains,  by  the  Veke&ie&t 
.  torrents  of  their  rapid  rivers,  and  with  great  kboar  a&ddaa* 
gcr  gadiered  up  by  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  low--laadls, 
-whiul  the  fource  df  the  one  and  other  are  equally  unkaoam 
to,  and  inacoed9>k  by,  them.    By  thefesmdthe  like  pre* 
tences,  they  endeavour  to  amufe  thofe  merchants  who  come 
'^  tiaffick  with  them  for  it^  in  order  to  divert  or  deter  the  neft 
from  all  future  attempts  after  a  fiiorter  way  of  cdmiag  ^tit ; 
^md  they  have  proved  fo  fuccefsful m  it,  thateven  the  iVifo* 
guefe^  who  have  been  fettled  fo  long  and  fi>  far  and  wide 
amongfb  them,  liave  been  frequently  di&ppcHnted  in  Oeir 
fearch  after  thofe  mines,  and  proved  the  dupes  of  th<^  Afn> 
y^an  princes  with  whom  they  were  m  the  fhryfleft  allianee,  in 
fyight  of  all  then:  artful  politics  and  fuperior  ffa-eogth  bcMh  on 
dieeaflernapd  weflern  coafls.    And  the  Dutch  2X  the  €0^ 
jrfCcod  Hope  have  bad  the  mortification  to  fee  tbc^e  of  tfadr 
^don  ail  maflacred  by  their  nearefl  allies  among  the  HctUn- 
tots^  who  were  fent  in  fearch  of  thofe  countries  where  thar 
trafficked  for  their  gold,  as  will  be  further  feen  in  the  courfe 
of  this  hiflory.  So  that,  upon  the  whole,  we  may  &fely  affirm, 
fiotwithflan<Ung  all  the  boailed  difcoveries  of  the  Portugal 
French,  &c.  on  this  vafl  continent,  their  extenfive  fettlement^ 
and  vaft  commerce,  and,  above  all,  the  indefatigable  pains  they 
have  taken  to  elude  the  wife  precautions  of  the  natives  im 
this  parttcuho-,  die  far  greater  part  of  thofe  rich  mines  r©^ 
main  fBU  unknown  to  the  Europeans.    The  fimie  may  b^ 
faid  alfo  of  their  extent,  nature^  and  ridmefs,  fseing  in  moft 

r  Dehii,  vid.  Oioa.  MAR|«et>  Lio  Araic*  P«Ar«r.  Ca- 
VAZi  L4BAT1  k  al.  fup.  ciut. 

•  ,      ■  .    ,        .         '   .       •  loland 
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Jmk^^^m^oftbsit  meul  every  year,  as  will  renr^thiir 
ify^  tg  bad  ta  murket,  and  achaoae  for  d^s,  iithi  tocyb(|» 
Ii4  Ai(sh  pdbfr  ixHpxQoditirs  a^ 

dim  "whkli  th^  mxi  is  c^Ter^tl  up  agsua,  and  it  is  jaade 
<lRathfora9yQi«st0  49peiiit  till  ^  next  fcafop  s 

Wn'  ^1  therefore  defer  ail  fttrcher  detail  oq  tibat  filjeft, 
4iill  wrep9^  to  mefHim  f^cbi  i^eiotrtebAe  ooe$  at  iaU  ia  i»tr 
wiy.  Ml  ^v!^  kisgdw  <¥•  ftafts  thcoiigh  wljfch  o^r  jtmji^ 
im.  Tl^  fame  method  we  ibaU,  for  t)revity  fake,  ob&rais 
miA  rrfpefik  to  jtbdr  other  mh^,  whetW  of  fiber,  copper^, 
or  ^er  qmisIs,  pmerak  a»d  oth(»-  foOils  $  ^onfiobg  ou]$- 
ffdPGs  «o  fM^  curious  a&d  cMfiderabl^  ones  gs  iire  jQiaM  meet 
l^gfirwftf.  '  ' 

.    Trp  opa^wnt  <rf  .-^fi**  JU  imerfefted  iby  a  gf^ett  wrtetf  «/  j»«f 
of  very  ^mMm^  vaomtMm,  fode  iimed  for  thq  yaft  confiderm^ 
l^g^  Md  ^^SiceOiiiie  «»t<9t  of  ch^  ridges,  mi  hi!aii9lung8  ^>>  »«««- 
pa mk ^id«.    Of  AiskW  vc the  Gtr^^  mi  yjf^jHk^  '«'»'• 
fPR^l  Jfeto^w®  aod  eelebraied  ty  the  ancient ;  the  foriner  of  Great  ani 
Vi\^  ^telm  Itfdf  out  above  a  thwfand  le^;ues  from  eaft  Lo^Ter 
^  Wd^j  tlhut  is,  from  that  of  Jt/^d  myts,  acd  the  cqaft  of  Atlas^ 
Mazra,  about  loo  le^ues  fliort  ^Jle»m^ia,  quite  to  the 
Afkntic  ocflwi  weftv^^r^,  to  which  it  gi?^  its  name ;  and 
ti^mi^  ^  i$s  «^iie  <in  which  it  divides  Barbgry  from  die 
SiMi^Hd)k  be  here  and  th^e  intermpted  by  cptLfiderabte 
Mm^9  3^  AUl  ccm^nues  on  la  a  dh:e6t  w^em  couife  ^ 
^  AiUr^ic  coaft,  wb^ce  it  appeals,  at  a<diftao(«i^.at  1^ 
f^raiitngiJtfelfiromii^  £mdy  floor,  quite  up  abq^  the  clouds, 
ariuw  h  i^^ms,  accordii^  to  i^e  fablq,  to  ftipp$rt  ib^ 
Q^  <MJ  A.    We  d'jfer  fp^ng  <rf  ke^iotisf  woerfs,  fCK^' 
fidileat  yend^nre,  fertiitky^  rivers  which  i&ring.&om  it,  ixdttt 
bitaqla*  iW^d  ^iKher  pafttcukfs,  till  we<om^  to  tjpii^  hiftory  i^ 
mne0i.    The  other,  or  JUffir  Mis,  called  aJU^  Xius^^  but 

»   LOTKZ,  PlOAFET.  jK^MVS.  PaVITT,  P^^l^lft,  l^AaAlTj  ft 

al.  fap.  citat.  *  Vid.  andl.  citat.  fab  not  (M;. 

(M)  This  fatuous  ridge,  which  ^efi  and  wW.tBBcfs  of  iisiatop 

the  latives  named  Jydftttcjal,  mits,  which , appear  at  all  times 

Sd,  by  way  of  emphafis,  Jh  covered  wiA  lapvK,  t^c^iye.*  ^ 

f^  3^<?*»i:4x>^»  and  the  5/^^ffi-  variety  of  othcjr  names  rkvp*  thf 

^s  Mc^tes  Ciarosf  whether  on  <jountji,es  ,whi/^Ji  it  *ci:p0C0,  t^ 

account  pf  the  height^  or,  which  refumes  it^  9^  agaia  !a€  itf 

i$moreprobible,^omthecIcar-  other. end. (^S|). 

H  %  more 
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'ttioi(tn'<^^ti<^^l7  ^  tli€  inhabitants  l?r/^^  is  another  hi£^ 

'  lidgc  of  mouiitaiiis  extending  itfelf  along  the  MiHtertaifiati^ 

,  from  the  ftrdghts  of  Gibraltar  to  the  city  of  Bona^  on  the 

'fame  ooaft,  where  we  fhftU' find  a  farther  occaflon  tofpeaic 

W  it.    Otlitfs  are  famed  for  their  prod^ious  height,  fuch 

Moon-      iasithofe  called  7%^  Mountains  cf  the  Sim  and  Moon^  the 

^i!**Q  ^^     SUtrd  Leona,  or  Mountain  of  Lions,  in Guiney,  fo  <:alled  from 

~r?"    the  vaft  numbers  of  tllofe  fierce  creatures  which  range  at 

^•'^^'^iaige'dfithem.    The  Mountains  ofChryfial,  near  the  Umed 

Ute  of  2^;t»  fo  called  from  their  mines  of  that  beaudfal 

fflinetal,of  fo/Z^/^frir^oil  thelike  account  \  and  theieftretdi 

-themfelves  a  great  way  eaftward  from  the  kingdom  of  Konp. 

:The  PicrfraHco,  a  land  of  branch  of  the^/&x,  which  extends 

itfelf  throQgh  the  middle  of  Caffraria^  and  tliix>ugh  fome 

partof  thecoutttryoftheifert/il/^fx.  The  Table  Mountain^ 

'  mt  the  Cape  cf  Good  Hope,  fo  called  from  its  fquare  figdre ; 

iaftlv,  and  to  name  no  more  here,  the  famed  mountain  of 

ArfAaray  in  the  empbrec^^M^ma,  at  th^e  top-of  which  all 

the  prmccs  of  the  royal  blood  were  formerly  confined,  tifl 

.    called  down  to  the  crown ;  of  all  which,  and  many  others 

equally  remarkable,  we  fliall  have  bccafion  to  fpeak'more ftUy 

fequelof  this  y^nVan  hiftory. 

takes  and      HERE  are  feme  confiderable  lakes,  and  a  much  greater 

n'wr/.      oumber  of  rivers  which  fpring  from,  or  difchargc  themfeltei 

into,  them.    The  two  moft  confiderable  of  thofc  lakes  arc 

chofe  of  Zaire,  x>x  Zamira,  out  of  which  fpring  the  two 

great  rivers  of  C^nfa  and  Lelunda  (N),  and  that  of  Dembea, 

2pi^^        through  which  the  famed  Nile,  runs  acro6  without  ts&mg 

Its  Waters  with-it  5  of  both  which  we  (hall  givo  a  fuller  ac* 

count  in  their  proper  places,  as  we  (hall  alfo  of  thofe  and  the 

principal  rivers  of  this  extentlve  continent ;  and  (hall  here 

only  fubjoin  the  names  of  the  moft  confiderable,  refijrving, 

for  brevity  fake|  the  farther  defcription  of  them  till  We  come 

to  fpeak  of  thofe  countries  which  they  either  fertilize  by  their 

ftrauns,  or  enrich  by  theh:  commerce. 

,(N}  TJiis  lake  X/»/2i&«/ and  tory.(4o),.where  the  reader  wfll 

fome '  other  writers  fuppofeto  fee  that  fuppofition  coftfuted, 

be  the  Trit$n^  or  famed  Palus  and  ho>v  much  nearer  the  fourca 

frHonis  of  the  antientfl,  from  of  that  was  to  the  fea  than  to  the 

which  flowed  the  no  lA  cele-  lake  above-mentioned ;  and  the 

brated  river  of  that  name  ;  of  lake  itfelf  defcribed,  with  it| 

lijth  which' we  have  already  thoroughfare  for  caravans, 

taken  notice  in  our  AnticfttHif-  '      .'       "^ 

**  ■  --  -  -  .  y^  .^^  j^^-  g-^  ^j^  y^►.^  ^   ^^^^ 

•        .•■:  '   '  H 
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C  rr  '•      A  gmrdl  De/criptim  tfAS&ad  tdl 

Of  all  thbft  thc'mie  hzth,  from  time  immemorial,  and 
upon  many  valirftie  -  accounts,  obtained  the  firft  rank  both 
^imong  the  antients  and  modems.  Bat  as  we  liare  given  zt^ 
ample- account  of  its  fpring  head,  courfe,  \rindiQgs,  rivers  it 
Tccdves,  and  other  particulars  relating  to  it,  in  a  former  part 
of  this  work  ^,  we*  {hall  refer  our  readers  to  it,  and  only  add 
feme  cnrious  remarks  to  what  we  have  faid  of  it  when  wc 
come  to  the  modem  hiftory  of  Egyft. 

The  Niger,  more  commonly  knovm  bv  the  name  of  &•  Nlger^  0r 
naga,  Senegal,  or  Zanagal,  is  ufually  allowed  the  iecond  Saaaga, 
rank.    Many  authors  have  fnppofed  it  to  have  been  only  a  i^^  ff^ft 
branch,  or  a^lcaft  to  have  fprong  from  the  fame  fource  wth  '''^^ 
the  Nik ;   and  the  Arabs  themfclvcs  give  it  the  name  of  7»^  5^'^^  '^  * 
Nik  of  the  Nigritoe,  from  a  fancied  conformity  of  its  waters,  Z^* 
and  ittr^;ular  overflowings^  andfpecics  of  animals  pretended  P^*"^ 
to  be  peculiar  to  thofe  two  rivers  ;  all  which  the  reader  wiU 
feid  abundantly  confuted  by  the  account  we  have  elfewherc 
given,  both  of  the  river,  its  fpring-head,  and  courfe,  in  our 
andcnt  hiftory  of  Nigritia  ^.    However,  as  it  hath  been  the 
fccne  of  a  vaft  and  gainful  commerce  with  that  whole  coun-  ^ 

try,  evcrfince  the  Normans  Bid  difcovered  and  made  fomc 
confiderable  fettlements  upon  it,  which  the  French  have  ever 
fince  been  improving,  engroffing,  in  a  great  meafure,  the,  - 
whole  trafSck,  which,  we  have  good  grounds  to  hope,  will  be 
fboa  wholly  wrenched  out  of  tlicir  hands  by  our  fuperior 
naval  forces,  we'lhall  think  ourfelves  obliged  to  give  our 
readers  a  more  full  account  of  it,  as  well  as  of  its  navigation, . 
the  various  branches  of  trade  that  are  carried  on  upon  it,  and* 
odicr  rivers  that  fall-  into  it,  the  fevcral  nations  of  Negroes 
omcemed  in  it',  and  the  fcverai  mles  and  methods  of  ex-^ 
changing  their  commodities  with  the  Europeans.    All  which 
will  be  more  properly  difplayed  in  a  fubfequcnt  volunie,  when 
the  courfe  of  this  Jfrican  hiftory  brings  us  regularly  to  the 
coafts  of  Negroelandy  emphatically  ftyled  t)ie  Golden  Coajl,  as  .    -, 

^' Niger,  or  Sanaga,  is,  on  account  of  its  rich  commerce, 
and  the  m^ny  navigable  rivers  it  receives  in  its  cpurfe,  em- 
phatically called  Rio  Grande,  or  the  Great  River  *'. 
'  3.  The  next  in  rank  and  courfe,  in  coaftjng  fouthward,  Js  Rio  d4 
the  Rio  del  Rey,  <x  Kng's  River,  called  alfo  Rio  dos  Comero-  R«y«^ 
Jwx,  or  Crab  River,  and  rups  through  that  part  of  Negroe- 
iwrf which  the  Spaniards  call  Alic^Terra  £Awboft,  and  whofe 

*  Sec  Anc.  Hift.  vol.  i.  p.  407,,  &  fcq.  vpl.  ;tviii.  p.  265,  & 
fcfl.  «  Ibid.  vol.  »viii.  p.  221.  ^  De  hac,  vi4.  ' 

"^De  Barkos,  SAVVT,RAMVt.LiNBCfiOT,  Davitt,  Dappi^, 
U|AT>fc  al.plor. 

H  ;j  fittwtb 
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^  ^  pM^^  I>^Jmftim  #/  Mm^    B.  XVI. 

Others  9/  mpia&  Ues  abbin  fixleagiics  ofTthe  otpc  of  that  tmsat*  Othcn 

iifi  noiey    of  Ids  AOt^  oa  the  fane  coaft  are  thoie  of  Monocag  BH-lm^ 

their  traf'  jj^^  ^^/  Cornea,  ^ —  diS.  Msneto^  and  *.  Jiowit  whicfr  la(i  laufc 

^^'  its  entrance  obftru£):ed  by  a  faody  bar.    About  2%  lei^Biies 

farther  f6uth  id  the  river x>f  Gaia^or  Caion,  QBder  tb»  egMp 

k>r ;  aad  about  46  minutes  north  the  celebrated  cape  ciilled 

Fondnefs    ^h^  Conzaivsz^  Thefe  rivers,  inconfiderafele  as  they  mtkj 

c/thTna-  Appear,  in  Comparifon  of  fome  of  thofe  of  the  fifft  nud^ 

tiwesfir    abpuod  with  villages  and  fome  towns  on  each  fide^  whoTe 

EiiropeaA  inhabitants  carry  On  a  gainful  traf&ck  with  Euro^^  and  fm^ 

trinhii     change  many  of  their  valuable  coci^odities,  as  gums,.  ek« 

andH'       phants  teeth,  iHavcs,  civet,  be2x>ar,  and  goldd^,  for  Euro^ 

qvors.        p^an  trinkct3,  as  glafs  beads,  bugles,  or,  ^t  beft,  fome  iroli 

ahci  br^fs  tools,  and  frequently  for  brandy  and  other  fpirietK 

ous  and  pernicious  liquors,  for  -which  they  feem  to  have 

taken  fuch  an  ea&er  liking,  that-  they  will  part  eve0  with-^thm 

children  and  rektions  for  afinall  quantity  of  tbe».     Bel 

omitting  thofe  of  lefTer  note,  both  on  this  and  the  tst&em 

coaA,  which  carry  on  much  the  fame  traffick,  we  AttU  ooefine 

ourfelves  to  the  mpft  coafiderahle  ones,  as  they  come  in 

Ourfis      courfe,  and  make  one  general  remark  upon  them  ;  vex, -that, 

andjprings  though  our  ge(^aphers  and  African  writers  are,  for.  the 

^f^^^^*    rooft  part,  very  fa^guine  in  afcertaining  their  Ipring-headSy 

wihwvm.  long-winded  courier,  ebf. ;  yet  there  are  but  very  few  that^ah» 

navigable  fd  high,  by  reafoa  of  their  frequent  cataraAs,  fa^, 

flats,  rocks,  woods,  and  other  clogs,  as  to  give  one  aa  l>ppoiw 

tunity  of  penetrating  fo  far;  and  as  to  the  natives,  they  are  ten 

ii^dolent  and  incuriqus,  on  the  one  hand,  to  trouble  tfaeai* 

felves  after  fuch  fdarches,  and  by  far  too  fhy  aad  incommt' 

nicative  on  the  other,  to  impart  any  thing  they  know  of  tbcoi 

to  Grangers,  unlefs  it  be  with  a  view  to  deter  them  Irom  all 

attempts  of  that  kind,  or  dduding  them  upon  fomedaagerotisi 

and  cfefperate  one,  ^^hichWould  effeAually  difcouragc  thes^ 

as  tliey  have  a^lually  done,  as  often  as  they  have  found  a  {tfo» 

TZfZalre.  per  opportunity  for  it.     Sailing  fouthward  from  the  txvtt 

and  cape^  ConzalvQ^  lately  mentioned,  the  firft  great  Kvler . 

we  meet  with  is  the  famed  Zaire^  which  di^dCs  the  kiog^ . 

dom  of  Loang9  from  that  of  Kongo,  aad  ^s  pretended*  ft&bugh 

without  any  certainty,  to  Sow  from  the  hUu;  of  to  n^tOtt, 

ptherwife  caUcd  Zetnhra  \  and  whofe  courfe  becdiAes  ia  nl» 

pid  by  the  long  traft  of  ground  it  palles  through,  iti  msaxf 

catarafts,  and  erpecially  by  die  fevcral  large  rivers  it  recdres 

•  Dapper,  &  al.  fup  citat*  '  Op.  Loptt  Senegal,  hh 

tranfUtioii*    HARTW£{,Lia  Kengo^  LiNVCHor,  i^rtZh^sfliA 
Purchas  kelat,  lib.  vii.  c.  9.  J.  2.  k  al.  fup.  citat. 
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ioMits  bdbib,  ifaftlit  isafimted  lo  fca  tbroofeofea  fpiaeiaf 
ftmrfcore^  iwfcs  into  the  fisa,  before  it  b^os  tocmtcatfl  aojr ' 
aJFIts  £idta«f9<.  ll&  imnd^uEaoiiaai^efo  veli^meoe^t^^  it  carries 
^  before  it  qa  bptb<  fide$  $  it  breeds  Ukewife  vaft  nombers 
of  crocodiles  aft4  les-horfes*  ^ad  of  a  fuodi^Qiis  fize ;  vrhicli 
fliews  bow  fav  thefe cseatoxfa  arefsicm b^og  pecoUar  to  tlMP 
ififraad  iti^i:^  Otber  particiderf  relatiog  to  it  will  b$ 
tafcoft  ae«dce  of  ia  the  *hiflory  of  AT^^o.  Qthef$  of  no|e  rup* 
oipg  thi?ou^  this  fciagdom,  are  the  S^Modaf  Jmhrifif  laze, 
Orts^a,  svad  &WQCoque  Matari,  which  laft  comes  do^a  with  » 
n^d  ixmjudki  fani  hath  its  icntraaoe  flopped  by  4  largis  ban)( 
of  iand>.  &t  thaic  ao  trading  veflels can  iSul into  it;  nor  dapf, 
the  inhabitants  venture  to  fail  on  it  but  in  flight  canoes^ 
aod  Btat-hMtqaatk  boats.  The  laft  we  fludt  name  Monging  tq 
dbis  kingdom  is  the  I>anda,  a  ^erjdeep  and  large  ri?er>  an^  . 
navigable  about  ao  <^  25  kagnes^  and  carries  veffids  of  ioq 
t^as  ;  but  is,  like' the  Zuirr,  much  infefted  witl^  fea-faorfts 
aod '  crocodile  h  It  gives  name  ta  the  province  iituate  aloag 
-Us  baaks^as  will  be  fliewn  in  the  fequel  ^. 

Ths  next  in  courfe  and  rank  is  the  Coanzay  or  ^at^,  ^^  C^  ^ 
whkb  divides  the  kingdom  of  Angola  on  the  ioutb  frbm  ^^* 
thofis  of  Mof^  and  Metwnia  00  the  north  and  nprth-eaft, 
ani^  will  be  detcclbed  more  ftiUy  in  the  biAory  of  that  kii^t 
dom,  as  by  izx  she  moft  CGsdiderable  of  it,  both  fcor  its  larger 
Cbefs  and'its.commerce,  thcmgh  no  Ie&  remarkable  fcr  its 
rapidity  aod  (kfigerous  navigadoa'.  ^       . 

..  In  the  kingdom  <£  Benguda  '^  the  £amed  river  called  by  Rio  de  lar 
the  Ftxriugimfe,  Rio  de  las  Fkctas^  or  Cpws  Eiv^t  from  the  Vaccas,  - 
vaft  heids  v^rhich  are  bred  along  its  banks,  imd  bought  by  the  ^r  Cows 
Attcfi£aar^  znd  rccqves  another;  no  lefs  remailcalHe  called  ^^^^'^^ 
f^^ikslla,  xompofed  of  three  large  .ftreams  united  into  Qne» 
gad  e£  a  ialtiikimture,  and  alcmg  whofe  banfcytlie  iiati¥BS  ^^^^^- 
dig  large  chaneis  to  r«cdve  it^  briny  fiquor,  wldch  is  after-  ^^"b^"** 
«ards.ooadcidisdanto  a  good£dr.^    There  is  likewife a ^od 
comn^erpe  carried  on  upon  thcie  rivqrs,  efpedally  the  Bxfk  ^^  sts 
»U  be  fcen  in  its  proper  place.     On  the  fouth  fide  of  Capo 
Negro i  a|ii4  ^hmfl  ^nder  th^  JQiopi^:  of  Capricorn^  asthe  mouth  '    . 

of  the  river  Bembarougua^  Bravagul,  Coari,  and  fome  othew 
w^iph  4#ii:Qn4  fcK>m  tbeikjj^do^of  Mfiii^nm^^fysQmbeba, 
and  a  &w  moreatong  thi^Qrfr9fUn,oxt  as  theyare  ri^htl| 

t  See  P^4iGHAs,  ubifitp.  1^  aL  ^  BATTBt,  ap.  Pur« 

clias,  ubi  rtxjp.  U  alib.  plur«   >  ^La  Caot]^  Afric^  DAyirv^ 

BAPPEji,BA,Tr«L,  ufcifup.  Iral.  *  Vi^iLabat  cxCa- 

VAza.  vc^.i.  c.  6.  -^  Id^,  Ibid.  vd.ivJ  p»  2i,&ff^, 

•  (^f^Ht^HeTj^Aii^T^DiiTrBa^&ai.        '    '  ^ 
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fiyled,  thd  depart  coaft.foiiddom  freqaented  by  thtfiurv^nmSt 

thai  we  know  very  little  of  them  till  We  come  to  th|»  of  the 

Ekphaiit'S,  in  the  HottenM  coantry,  of  which,  a^  t>tber8  b^ 

longing  to  that  large  tradV,  we  ihall  fpeak  more  foUy  in  iu 

courfe,  and  fliall  only  add  here^  that  in  this^  as  well  as  inaU 

Other  ri'  the  inland  -  cotidtries^  on  each:  fide  the^eaftem  and  weftern 

^trs  on  /Aptoaft,  tbfcre  is  a  great  number  of  other  rivers,  fome  of  diem 

coa/il  and  ygj-y  cofifidefable,  which  fpring  from  the  high  mountains 

znlahd.      ^f  ^^^  ^^^^  Ghryftal^  '&€.  which,  after  a  longcotirfe,  andmudi 

winding,  difcharge  themfelves  into  fome  of  the  lakes,  or  are 

abforbed  into  fome  of  the  quick«iands  ;  fome  of  the  moft 

remarkable  of  them  we  fliall  take  notice  of  in  the  fequel,  as 

they  coirie  in  our  way  ". 

Vhofe  '  ^^^^^^  failfed  round  the.^^^  tfGood  Hope^  and  fteeriiig 

Moiethe   northward  along  the  eaflcrn  coaft,  beyond  that  cf, the  ito* 

eajteru       tetiiots,  the  firft  river  ot  nOte  one  meets  with  is  that  of  tbc 

fide.  Holy  Ghoftf  or  Ria  del  Spirito  SaniOy  which,  after  a  long  coorfe 

eaftwards,  difcharges  it&lf  .*into  the  £uned  bay  of  the  fame 

Rtodel  S*  ^^^^>  ^^^  called  by '  the  Portuguefe  and  Spaniards  Baya  di 

Santo.    '  l^  Aquas f  on  account  of  the  goodnefs  of  its  waters,  and  di* 

Tides  the  Hatt&ntct  coaft.and  country  from  the  kingdom  of 

hihanbm* '  Itscourii^  which  is  very  confiderabie,  and  ahnofi 

dfa-edlly  fouthward,  is  through  the  kingdom  of  MamcOf  a. 

country  inhabited  by  a  tribe  of  barbarous  JdgaSy  of  whom 

we  ihaU  fpeak  in  the^fequel,  and  whoie  king,  or  chief,  is 

called  Chicanga^  where  it  is  only  known  by  the  name  ef  that 

kmgdom,  this  of  Rio  del  Santo  Spirito  being  firfl  given  to  it 

■      •  by  the  Portuguefe.    Its  mputh  and  bay  arelikewife  called  bf 

^  others  Rio  6  Baya  de  S.  Lorenzo^  from  its  being  iituate  over 

againft  the  fouthernmofi  verge  of  the  grieat  ifle  of  St.  Jm- 

rence^  or  Madagafcar^  under.the  26th  dqgr*offouthlatitude» 

andaboot  two  d^rees  and  a  ^If  foutfa  (^AeQ^e  GmentiSf 

^ocording  to  M.  D'Jkvilte.    The  largenefs  and  coavenien^ 

bf  this  bay,  as  well  as  the  excellence  of  its  fituatioa  and  wa- 

ters>  make  it  a  place  of  great  commerce  and  refort  (0);  and 

die 

■  Dekis,  vid.  Ramxts^  Da]»pbr^  4^  al.  fop.  citat* 

•  .<0)  This  famed  river,  whith  one  is  diat  whieh  hath  heea 

is  fa^d  to  fpring  out  of  the  lake  fince   called  Gmw^t,    or    Gth 

pfOeyamo^  and  to  have  been  at  ammt  from  a  fort  of  that  name 

iirft  called  Jii^des  l»m  by  thc^  bnHt  by  the  Turh^  at  the  moodi 

Pwtugurft,  is  alfo  a%imed  to  of  it,of  whidb  we  Ihail  fpeak « 

.jdinde  its.  ^eam  into  two  bran-/  in   its  proper    place  1    after 

^es,  aft^rit  ha^  continiic«l.iis  wkich  feparation  tbe  foothem 

jcoorfe  through  thp  kingdom  of  ooe#  wUch   Hill   retains    the 

Jdfmifa  f  and  that  ^e  nor^en  old  name  of  Mamca,  receives 
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Ci*        A  general  Drfmpism  ef  AStiaC  to§ 

the  Partugttcfc  have  a  fort  oa  one  cf  the  north  capes  of  its 
mouths 

The  next  in  conrfe  is  the  rim  Aianta,  which  runs  Tig  In- 
^ough  the  JcingdoQi  of  t^^t  najov^od  whofe  mouth  lieshanbnt. 
about  one   degree  north  of  the  Cafe  Cmentif, .  and  di- 
irefUy  under  thetropi^  of  Capricorn,  according  to  the  nidi 
'  jecent  obfervations  ?.  North  of  that  is  the  Sofala,  or  Cefalot  OfSgr 
which  gives  name  to  that  rich  kingdom^  and  bounds  it  QJXrinftru 
&e  fouth^  as  the  CudfHd,  or  Guama,  doth  on  the  north,  botk 
which  will  be  fpoken  of  in  their  proper  place,  as  the  moll 
Goniiderable  on  this  coaft ;  and  on  the  fame  account  we  fliaU 
defer  fpeakiag  of  thofe  few  remaining  ones  of  notp  pn  tlus 
eaflern  coaft,  which  are  only  thofeof^tti/ctf,  Mombafy^Zebea^ 
Ampafay  CuavOy  Kilmand^  or  ^ibnanci,  Jubo^  ma^aJh^a^ 
not  to  mention  fome  fiew  others,  of  inferior  note,  along  th^ 
barren  ones  of  Zanguebar  and  Ajan^  much  lefs  a  ftiJl  gre^tdf 
number  of  celebrated  ones  in  the  kingdoms  of  Morocco^  F^^ 
Algiers^  Tunis ^  Tripoli,  BUeduigerid,  Numidia,  &c.  which  fC^n 
be  no- where  fo  properly  dcfcribed  as  in  the  hiftory  of  thoife 
countries  which  they  either  enrich  by  their  gainful  nay^- 
tioDj  or  fertilize  by  thdr  bounteous  ftreams. 

^  Idem,  ibid.  p  See  D'AN¥iLi,a*8  map. 

three  confiderable  ones  ip,  its  northern  mountains  of  JI&/r9ffo«.v 

CDQxfe}  viXf  I.  Th^  Nagoa^^q  tfipa,  whcr^  the  golden  mines, 

ealled  by  the  inhabitants,  but  lie,  and  whence  it  brings  down  ^ 

hytkePor/urue/e^t.CbriJIofber,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  that 
becaofo  di£dvered     on    that  'precious  metal,  which  is  carci* 

&int*8  feiUral.  •  The  fecond  is  fully  gadiered  up  at  proper  fea* 

cidled  L^riMz^t  from  the  pilot  of  fons  by  the  inhabitants  on  botti 

that  name  j  and  both  are  fasd  fides,  aad   thence   carried  to 
41  Sow  from  the  Motrntains  of   market  at  the  Bof/  dt^  las  dauaff 

tJkM$fmf  in  the  province  oiTo*  (33),  and  excbanjged  for  Ear^ 

tp4s.  The  third,  called  b^  the  /^^m  commodities,  as  will  ba 

natives  Arrofif  or  Arroit  is  af-  feen  in  the  fequeL 
irmed  to  come  down  from  the 


s.    .       /.  -  . 
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'     *    '7  s  E  C  T.    IL 

Gf  ike  firft  Difiover^  and  falling  round  the  Aflteu! 
'  Oaafts  hj  the  Pprcuguefe,  ^nd  (beir  firfi  SettUnmtj{ 
"^mtbem.  '-  '  \\   .      ""    ^^ 

Coc^  of '  ttr^^  1^^^  ^f^^:  V^  ^<)S>^  t]%$  .^pQgsa|4i7  nqcl  xutor 4 

Africa,     jX. .  l;i»ftory  of  tys.y^ft  c?>«tinent,  {q  for  asi  w%a  nflc«flar.y  ta 

•»*^»»  *X  jg<?i;f  tq  our  rea4ers  fucfc,  ^  general  prQfjpc^ft  of  the  whole,  a$i 

w*M»,i?«^jjjjg{^  (erv^  as  a  i^^  wb«^ifby  ta  diriS^  ouc  gradual  cQurfo 

m»^haf    i^rough  that  vaft.|iuml)er  ^d  variety  jofniatioos,  kiogdoms^ 

^ffvmd.  ^^^^^^f  which  conipofe  U,  fcr^nl^riy^s  may  heft  4vddoQa% 

^         '  fuCoa  oa  the  one,  h^ad^j.  ^s  well  as  a  very  aeedlefe  r^^petttm 

QU  tb^. other  ;  to  facilitate  whlqh,  i4  VfUl  he  Viejry.poopcr  tti 

Secin  this  fpftiqn,  with  a  focciqft  ^ccpyni;  pf  the  firft  motiveSji 

4^  gradual  ftefs^  qC  this  arduous  4n^  daagefoua  attempt^ 

mth9Ut,  howe¥er,  ^gtcring  into  a  necdfefo  enquiry  how  tu 

'  the  ptt-etei^ded  oavig^tioas  of  the  Sgy^mm,  Phanid'ans,  Car^ 

tfyagikians,  or 'other  aftWat  »atio«§,  XQUnd  this  largepcaift!* 

fula,  may  have  contributed  to  encourage  the  Portuguefe  to 

refame  aa^  cotppk^t  it  In.  ibe  fuccefsful  manner  they  have 

(done,  concerning  which  much-controverted  points,  we  ftiall 

rrfer  our  readers  to  what  hath  been  faid  upon  it  in  our  An- 

tient.Hiftoiry  %     Neither  is  it  our  intention  here  to  afcertaia 

the  glory  of  tjie  difcoverers  of,  and  fettlers  on,  t]ie  \y^OTf 

coaft,  beyond  the  f^reights  of  Cibraltary  in  prejudice  t^th^ 

6cmefe^  Venetians^  and  other  Euro^an  nations,  efpapisily  ^  ^ 

Normanu  who  lay  a  daim  to  it  of  a  qiuch  older  i^atc^  w1}5j& 

ye  have  not  failed  ^o  ^pprife  our  B^der§  of  at  thevery  tteflwW 

of  this  chapter  ^,  to  avoid  all  fufpicion  of  partiality.   .« 

Whatever  commerce  any  c^  them  may  have  carried  o0 
alcmg  the  Cuinsa  coaft,  aonc  that  we  can  find  ever  pretgftd  te^ 
have  failed  fo  for  on  it  as  the  Caj>e  Verd^  much  lefs  bate  they 
attempted  to  trofs"  theequinoxial  jine,  ivith  a  view  of  f|illBg 
round  the  Cape^  in  order  to  open  an  cafier  way  into  the  Ea^ 
indies  whi^h  v^s  the  maJQ  if  opt  the  Jple  wofpea  y^hich 
Don  HenriqueZj  the  infant©  oiF  Portugal,  and  moft  fanguine 
promoter  of  this  expedition  had  in  view,  as  the  moft  effec- 
tual means,  if  it  fucceeded,  to  promote  a  more  extenfivc  and 
gainful  conimerce  with  thofe  opu|ent  nations,  than  could  bo 

^  Vid.  int.  al.  vol.  xviii.  p.  348,  &  alib.  paff.  vid.  &  Odaro; 
LiOF£z,£^«uTy  L^MSCH.  Ramus.  &  al.  plur.  ^  See  before, 
p:3/&  feq!  fut  no^  (C).vid.  Lapat  Rcjat.  d'Afriq.  vol.1.  c.  I. 
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obtaia^d  by  tbftt  of  the  XsdSea.    He  via  a  good  aftionOQier,  Poitu^ 
aad  had  rtad,  and  lifioocd  ^th  the  gram  ft  at  teatmi  to  ctaf  W^^»i 
thing  that  had  beeo  mitten^  or  cmU  be  ftid,  iafayc^r  <rfj*^^^ 
that  pt€^,  as  wdl^as  lA  that  had  been  urged  agakift  i^hy^^^T^ 
xbc  sBore  cool  and  caatiottt  of  its  oppofan,  vfhedier  oewtienl  Hend^    ' 
traders,  or  marioera.    Biit»  upon  the  whole,  fo  many  difi^quce/ 
ficultks  and  determents  were'ftarted  by  thcfe  laft,  frinn  the 
lei^h  and  expenfiTeneft  of  fncfa  a  vdyage,  the  daJBgen  of  4 
bc^o-ous  ocean,  and  the  uncertainty,  Or  rather  the  &»& 
probability  of  fncceis,  befidcs  the  exircoie  jedonfj  fudi  an 
eftterprhEc,  if  it  Aicceeded,  vonid  be  apt  td  create  sgMibgft 
UbitEuropian  powers,  and  much  more  with  the^fAnait^flr^ 
the».  in  poflcifion  of'  the  Red  Sea,  as  wmdd  hare  i)oickiy 
cp^Baacd  all  the  hopefad  profpef^  of  its  moft  iangnine  pc)OFi 
meters,  had  not  tint  wife  and  pons  prince  becked  it  wijth  n 
nobler  and  more  laudable  motite  than  that  of  worldly  gadi» 
end  fuch  a  one  as  oottld  not  fsal  not  only  of  recottuneodg^is 
to  all  the  devotees  of  his  nation,  but  cc^age  the  pope  and  fab 
w;hole  conclave,  as  well  as  all  the  dergy  and  zealotaof  his 
lAurch»  to  applaud  and  promote  it.  .  This  was  no  kfs  a  cofi  ^  e^>M>| 
tbftn  that  of  enlarging,  &*  and  near,  the  kingdom  of  Chrift^  '^  *t* 
and  brtngingmillions  of  fouls  Into  it,  which  were  then  iSb^  .un*>; 
haj^py  captbes  of  Satan,  and  were  miferably  invohred  either  in 
Ae  canml  errors  of  Mohammidij^  or  in  the  deepeft  mifts  o£ 
grofs  idolatry^    So  that  he  had  no  fooner  declared  this  to  he 
the  main  fprmg  and  deflgn  of  his  intended  expeditiony-^an 
he  ftw^  with  pleafure  the  mouths  of  its  moil  ftrenuoiis  op- 
pttfars  efie^dly  itopped,  and  his  zeal  cried  up  every-where 
ft  the  Skim ;  iniomudi,  that  feme  of  his  new«^ined  partifans 
fcnspl«i  not. to  affirm  that  nothing  lefs  than  a  divine  infpim*e. 
'tion  had  put  that  glorious  projeA  into  his  head  and  heart, 
"Which  confequendy  could  not  fail  of  a  fuitable  fuccefs  \  under 
fo  fuous  a  condjiftor.    They  were,  however,  miftakfen  ln/&j  deati!^,_ 
their  hopes;  that  prince  bdag  taken  off  by  death,  before  he^ 
)ud  gone  further  than  making  the  neceflary  preparations  for 
{lie  defired  expedition;  which  his  fucceflbrs  moreover  fourid 
themfelves  obliged  to  fet  afide  for  a  confiderable  time,  oq  ' 
aocotlnt  of  fome  wars  and  other  avpcatbns  which  took  up  ^ 
their  whole  attention,  and  it  was  not  revived  till  the  reiga  of 
Idng  Enmnufh  f<^tne  years  after  the  union  of  the  two  crowns 
ti  Sjpain  and  Purtugd^  by  his  marrlqge  with  the  S^^n^ 
infiuita^  7 , 

«  MAaMeL,l}b.  i.e.  36.  Odoaxo  con^iteAs of tke  Portaguefe, 
fib.  i.  Ht  al.  pittit 
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ibi  A  general  Dtfcription  0/ ^Ba:    J^^ 

King  Tiritpribcey  no  Ids  politic  than  fnccefsful,  eafilycompri* 

WmMMA  iieftded  the  vaft  importance  of  this  enterprifei  and  the  glorY 
furfites  tk$  us  well  as  the  advantage  which  the  difcovery  of  «n  eafier  ps^ 
^f^^     frige  into  India  would  be  to  his  crown  ;  nor  was  he  without 
fictmHnt.  jiopgg^  fpQflj  hjs  former  good  fortune,  of  making  fome  coniiu- 
derable  conquefts  both'thereandon  the  African  coafls.  ^TTd 
•Kr^iriMr     palliate  as  well  as  to  recommend  both  which  to  the  public^ 
iu  «ww  ^^  hq^  Qjjy  profefled  the  iame  laudable  zeal  for  the  propa« 
mtmttm.  g^^i^n  of  the  gofpci  in  thofc  parts,  that  Don  Henriqtiez  had 
done,  but  added  to  it  that  of  utterly  extirpating  Mohdfn^ ' 
ftMi^y  which  bad  fpread  Itfelf  far  and  wide,  among  thofe 
remote  nations,  and' had  over-run  great 'part  of  .^^Vdr,  and 
|he  vaft  and  potent  Chriflian  empire  of  JHJ/ijiia.  This  was  a 
waoA  politic  and  eiSeAud  way  to  give  to  all  his  future  expedl^ 
lions,  and  exploits  in  ei|her,  thd  face  and  merit  of  a  religious 
war,  however  oppofiteiy  carried  on  againft  the  laws  of  nations 
and  the  moft  reodved  rules  of  juftice  and  equity,  as  many  of 
them  will  doubtlefs  appear  fio  every  impartial  reader,  eVea 
from  the  very  rdations  given  us  of  them  by  his  moft  dignified 
'Mbtiffm   iubjeAs  and  panegyiifts  ^.  And  by  thefe  he  will  the  more  eafiijr 
th  reat     be  enabled  to  diicover  whether  of  the  two  motivesrhad  tJiv 
'*^*  greateft  influence,  ambition  and  conqueft,  or  the  cooverlioiy 

erf*  the  Africans  and  Indians  \  and  will,  at  o;ice,  account  for 
that  irrecondleable  abhorrence  they  have  ever  Anee  retained 
to  the  very  name  ofPraguay^  or  Portuguefe  i  but  to  pros 
oeed; 

EMANUEL^  encouraged  by  thefe  promifing  profpeftj;^ 
ts  well  as  by  the  fuccefs  which  Don  Henriquez  h^  mettwith^ 
in  his  firft  attempts,  who  had,  before  his  death,  difcovered 
and  reduced  feveral  iilands  on  that  weftemcoaft(A)i  and  pe^' 

netrated^ 

'  .De  his,  vid.  Gomiz  Jaqvez  Hift.  of  Portag.  k  fiAaaos^a' 
Decads.  Bp.  Otoa.  Leo,  Marmoi.,  &  al. 

(A)  The  firft  perfon  whom  tSoMfionxtdes^  in  company  with 

tliat  prince  bad  feat  ppon  this  Triftran  f^az,  failed  in  queft  of  < 

difcovery  was  aHHed yoUfonGon-  a  much  larger  one  Which  they  . 

5Btf//i,  who  was  caft  by  ftrefs  of  had  defcried,  and  called  Madefy  ^ 

we&ther  upon  a  defart  ifland,  ra^  on  account  of  its  vail  moitnT 

whic^  he  caafed  to  be  colonied^  tains,  covered  with  timber  trees, 

ftttd  called  Puerto  Son fo,  or  Hofy  On  their  return  they  obtained "" 

Haven,  and  gave  the  govern-  the  joint  government  of  it ;  one 

ment  of  it  to  Bartbo/amew  Pe-  part,  fince  called  Fonchat^  fell 

reK  Trim,  who  .found  in  it  a  to  Jobu  Goen^ales,  and  the  other, 

verv  healthy  air,  a  fruitful  foil,  czWtd.  Madricoytfi  Triji^tm  Fa»^ 

is^  CK^Uent  watering.    After  three  years  after,  that  is,  «». 

'4*fc 
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G.  I.         9U  fyft  Difiovify  of  its  Coajis: 

flctrated  above  70  leagues  beyond  the  famed  Cape  NsHi  lor- 
medj  mentioned^  loft  00  time  to  xevive  fo  aobk  a  defigdi^ 

aiai 


1423.     GiL  tagnp^  another  of 

ihe  infanto^s  commanders,  dlf- 

covered  the  cape  Bojadtr,  and 

lenirned  thither  on  the  year 

following,   in   company '  with 

Abnxo  Gon%ates  Balddya  ;   and, 

Inving  doubled  that  cape,  came 

:  ta  the  jfngta  dos  Rtwi^f  or  Baj^ 

\^Roch€s.     On  the  next  year 

jdiey  proceeded  farther  to  ayio* 

jlhrr   bay,  where  they  feqt  two 

jdF  their  cavaliers  to  land,  to 

fuJce     what    difcoveries   they 

woidd.     Thefe  met  with  about 

it  fcore  of  armed  Moors^  whom 

they  bri&ly  attacked,  in  hopes 

|0f  carrying  oflF  fome  of  them  to 

jj^Ksr  Ihip  to  gain  intelligence 

ihmi ;   but  were  fe  hrarely  re- 

wUedr  that  they  were  forcpd  to 

betake  themCelves  to  their  (hip, 

«ae  of  them  having  received  a 

weimd,  on  which  account  they 

gave  that  bay  the  name  olAgra 

dos  Ca*valteros, 

This  was  the  laft  expedition 

%ax  was  made  by  Don  'Benri- 

f  MK  ;    after  which  the  defign 

ivas  fet  afide  on  accoiint  of  & 

and  king  Edwftrd  his 

or,  being  an  infant,  and 

Ler  obibuAion^    happening, 

the  deiign,  it  was  fulpended 

1  the  year   1440,  or  rather 

1441,  when  Don  Henrtqaez  fent 

In  two  frcfli  veflels,  under 

le   command  of  Amnio  Gon- 

„>s  and  l^ufnss  Trifiran,  One 

whom  faikd  as  ^r  as  Cape 

tlanco,  and  the  other  to  Cato  < 

foJkrff,  on  acconnt  of  a  fkir- 

he  had  at  land  with  fbme 

■J,  one  of  whom  he  took 

loner,   and  brought  him  to 

This  fuccefs  encouraged  fome 
Jl^m-'nan  adventurers  to  beg 


leave  to  try  their  fof^une  on  tho  ~ 
fame  coaft,  in  fix  caravels  com- 
manded by  Lanceloty  ^  domes- 
tic of  that  prince,  who,  on  the    « 
year  foilowing,  feat  thither  i 
man  of  war,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Fincentde  Lagos,  wklk 
'.  one  Ludovic  Cadamofio^  a  Fifwgi* 
Man  gendeman,   from    whoA 
journal  onr    author  hath  ex* 
traded  the  account  of  this  eicpe^^ 
dition,  which  concluded  in  the 
difcovery  of  the  river  otSeaagOp 
and  the  illand  of  Jrguin,  upon 
^hich  laft  the  prince  ordered  n 
fort  to  be  ere6led ;  the  other  fay« 
it  was  not  done  till,  the  reign  of 
\s.\ng  Alpbottfi  •  Two  years  d'** 
ter,  that  is,  ^.  1445,  ^^nttati 
deLagos^  and  his  Venitiam^  dif* 
covered  the  ifles  of  Cafe  Ferd^ 
and  gave  the  name  ofBonaFif-^ 
ta  to  the  firft.     Don  Henriauez 
died  on  this  year,  ou  the  tnird 
of  Nonfeniher^  but  thp^  went  on 
ftill  with  their  difccfvaries,  th^ 
firft  of  which  was  tbie  river  Kha 
Sunhe,    called  Cardman^a,  th« 
GoUen  Ri^ufTi  the  jUo  Grande^ 
and  the  Rio  delNus^x  Triftrai$p 
in  all  which  they  met  widi  fome 
oppoiiJtioa  from  the  Moon^  and 
were  obliged  to  kill  many  of 
them  in  their  own  defence,  if 
one  may  allow  them  (o  mild  z 
term  ;  and  on  the  fame  year 
1446,  another  of  his  captains, 
named  Aivares  Hernandes,  bav^ 
ingdifcovered  the  Cape  Mofio^ 
and  failed  above  109  leagues 
beyond  the  Cape  Verd,  made  i| 
defcent  upon  the  coaft,  and  be* 
ingoppofed  by  ^hc  lord  of  that 
province,  killed  him  with  h}9 
own  hand .     They  all  returned 
to  Portugal  on  the  faipQ  X^ar^ 
>yhi5rc  they  found  king  46?i&(?«* 
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ifm  J genergi  Be/mftin' of  ASit^    B.XV3. 

ioA  Ids  kteiitkms  ofpfMrfutng  it  We  QoCooi»«r  ltMim» 

rhe  ikw  hiflifi^fiirfiMbed  with  a  more  thaa  AAdkax  qi 

of  the  m(^  expert  commanders  and  ableft  failors  ready  to  re« 

cdve  his  inftruftions  and  commands,  and  embark  in  that  oae* 

ittdrfoQS  cnterprite. 

Vafco  dc      We  fliall  ndt  here  fo  far  anticipate  on  the  hiftory  of  P«r^ 

Gama       tugat,  as  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  preparations  -wliicik 

wuule  ad'  were  made  for  this  ^mad  expedition,  hue  only  rdsitc  the  £110^ 

9urai.       ceis  of  fl^  (o  £ur  as  neg»:d$  this  African  boftft,  the  commagiLd 

<Df  which  ^as  givm  t9  t;he  aelobrs^^^iP  V#  ^/mm,  a  gco^ 

^llemaa  every  »aytq«alified£or  {ttch«i  jribio«»  Md  l^swir^ 

eras  enterprize,  and  •who,  ^ooxxHoei^  prcfax^lfortke  imjh* 

age,  kasAvL^-fft^xo^  dbtidaed  of  the  Idaig  pennfioft  tp  take 

'  his  brodier  Panf^tth  him,  a  man  of  no  k&  condu6t  and  ie«^ 

folntion ;  and,  having  received  fab  majefty^s  laft  inftniftions, 

vrent  on  board,  attendc»l  ydth  throngs  of  his  reladons  and 

Grirfof  friendfi,  .all  in  tears,  andtacpcefllug  as  deep  agrief  as  if  th^ 

bis  friends  ^^  accompanied  him  tohiagrave,  or  rather  to  his^cKectttion  ^ 

^.^'1'.''^  fnch  was  the  4nsatKtf^i}l  idea  they  had  of  jtiiii  himrdo«s  cater. 

^mti>  ttm.  p^2e .  idbmuch,  that  beconU  not  fcfom  from  ^^^^tng 

fame  fedprocalih»un6  at  parting  from  thcm<. 

He  went  on  board  wiili  his  brodier,.  and,  among  ocfacsr 
proper  materials  and  conveniendes  for  his  grand  defign,  iiras 
provided  with  ten  malefadors,  who  had  been  condemned  to 
die,  but  were  pardoned^  on  condition  they  fnbmitted  to  go 
abng  with  him^  2^  to  be  left  in  any  place  where  be  ihe^uld 
t;^k  fit,  there  to  make  the  beft  obferradons  th^  could  ^en 
die  coniitry^  inbabitanta,  ifc.  ag^unfthis  return^  and  to  jg^ 
him  ^a  acoount  of  chem. 

.  HLs'littk  iloet  cpnfijfted  only  of  few  fldps,  hk  commiffion 
bring  only  to  make  dlfcoveries  and  opt  conquefts,  in  t?hc»fe 
pu-ts  he  was  failing  to.    Vafco^isA  the  flag  fliip ;  Paui 


fi  V.  fp  tat^en  up  with  his  war  till  tha^  of  his  faccefior,  as  wdU 

id  J?«ri^^rj7,tbat  hehadno.dme  be  ieen  in  the  fequel.     Xhus 

to  pur(ae  the  difcovexy  of  the  much  we  thought  neceiTa^ry  ta 

African  coafts  dunng  hi£  whole  fay  coBCetniAg  the  firft  i^TWi^i% 

rejgn  \  fo  nQthing  was  done  of  and  encoaragers  of  that  gran4 

tlxat:kind,  ^f  we  except  the  dif-  projed,  and  the  encoturagement 

cover/  of  the  ./^r^j  about  an.  which  thefe  £ril  attempts  £^av«^ 

1447,  as  appears  by  a  grant  of  to  kiog  Emanuel  to  pi»Aue  il 

his  to  the  Inhabitants  of  that  of  with  aU  poffible  vigour,  lill  h|» 

$t.  Micbaely  aad  the  old  projedk  (aw  it  happii/  Qompletqi  ( 1 }  •  : 

qf /ailing  round  ^^/Vizfetafidc,  .                  . 

,(i)  Dt  bit,  vid,  Od.  Lopez,  Juan d(  Barns',  Camm  JiAfum,  Manmi,  Jit^  U' 

captaia 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


*tlpGtoof  thefecMd ;  Nkboks  Cab  the  tMrd^  aad  Cai0Qaks 
-JSbkz  the  fcofth.    AU  ibte  tqgedier  fet  fidl  from  JL^orr,  ^a  Jrrkfe  m 
iheiuodiilay  of  Jfmfy  1497,  md  fteered.  their  ooorfe  for  Ike^^  ^^# 
A*i^/»^d  ttence  to  the  iflaad  of  St.  Jagi>^  lyihg  under 
the  I4di  dcgtce  cf  fbuth  latitude.  Whence  iteering  dire^Hj 
lisni^ofty  beiog  terribly  hnrUfed  by  continual  ilorms,  d^tt*- 
^JQg'near  dtree  months,  they  c«ne  at  hft  in  fight  of  fome 
liiid;  and  Cah  hxnx^  luckily  fatten  on  the  month  of  a  ri* 
•^Icfc dixeSx  vater,  ivhich  they  btsgm  to  be  in  wfiint  of,  dv^y 
att  aocte  towards  it  for  a  ixdk  fe^plj,  and  found  it  abdniid 
ikewife  with  fea<alve6.    Here  dsey  were  accofted  by  (omcand^x^ 
of  tke  aadvieSf  whom  th^  prefenfied  with  clothes,  fmali  look-  dfo^e 
ittg-f^sJkSy  «id  other  European  trinkets;  in  return  for  whidi>w#/rf- 
thcy  brought  them  fome  of  their  provifjons  and  commodities,  y^»/i  'with 
hnd  domiatted  dok^  fo  uritix  "great  chttufulneft  and 'confi-/^'^'*' 
^blce,  thoiigh  odyby  figns.    Atlaft  one  of  the  Pcrfuguefe^*^*^ 
vhairii^  by  his  im^dence,  ^icn  thetn  a  falfe  akrm,  drove 
•  ifaem:  ai^y  in  a  panic  into  their  woods:;  lirom  whence  retum- 

'  t^  With  their  arms,  a  dreadful  &ufle  enfued,  in  which  F^^^Mry^ 
'^feeovtel-a  wound  in  his  foot  with  one  cif  thdr  Weapons  (B),/^/^^^ 
r^bilft  he  and  fome  of  his  officers  wereoa  fliore,  andbufied  in  'withfim 
lsliiqg.tbe  altitude  of  the  fun,  vdrich  obliged  them  to  retire  ^'*^* 
•totbelr  fiiips.    Th^y  gavcithe  bay,  as  ufual,  the  name  of  Si. 
JSekrtf  «id  thatofiS^  Jago  to  the  river,  it  being  on  the  frlli- 
.ni  ef  ih^  tiro  faints  that  they  bad  discovered  them  ^. 
.  ThIs,  however^  was  bat  a!  fmali  fcantling  in  comparifon  Faft  iif^ 
4lf  what  Vafco  and  his  men  underw^nlt  in  their  courfe  towards  cuUy  In 
-^  Capey  whecc  they  had  nbt  only  much  moife  boifterbus  doubling 
ftoHnstocndounter,  but,  which  added  to  the  horror  feswdH*^  Cape, 
^  daa^r,a  dneadfinl  dariuiefs,  wMdi  i^eigns  in  thefe  psfrts  at 
<that  £safon   of  the  yearv    He  met  with  a  ftill  more  dan-  -''»^* 
ijcious,  though  more* feopct,  enemy,  in  the  bafenefe  of  his '^*^J' *' 
dafiardly  men,  who,  wholly  unacquainted  with  thofe  boi-' ^'^l 
J^otts  fcas,  having,  in  vain,  endeavoured  by  the  mcJft  pathe-  ^f^X/  £1 

i  'ide  e&ticatie^,  which  their  fears  and  defpnk*  could  infpire  ^w^],^^ 
4}iem  with,  to  divert  faim  from  purfuing  his  coiiirfe,  at  the 
.ImmiAcntdangBP  of  his  and  thdr  lives,  had  at  length  formed . 

^   Irf02«6Z,  Sa^'UT,  LiMSCHOT,  &AMVSIO,  Marmoi,    ]>>'?• 

tnift>  Ofeoaio,  &:  aL  male. 

(&}  Tbefe^  it  feems,  were  no  thrown  with  equal  dexterityand 

other  tlun  l«ng  fpears,  beaded  ftreosgth,  woumI  as;doep4isit^ 

with  a/harp  |>ie€e  of horu ;  hot  iharpeft:ja^QeUn  (a)«  -    . 
which'IbeTng  whirled  round  and 

.        "^  aconfpiracy 
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Xjcat£^izcj  wdnft  him.    But,  happily  for  hha,  fai^hrodiBr 
^aul  being  informed  of  it,  found  means  to  prevent  it(  takiag 
effeft ;  foon  after  wfakdi  the  wind  and  weather  taking  a.dii* 
'f Mr  joy    ferent  turn,  he,  to  their  rclal  forprize  and  joy,  doubled^ 
widfueeifi  Ca^eon  the  20th  oiNovemhir  following.    The  ftrtherthiy 
^irih     proceedied  on  this  new  toaft,  the  more  they  were  entiveaed 
.  and  invited  by  the  verdant  and  fruitful  pitifpefls  of  it,  and 
the  vaft  multitudes  of  men  and  variety  of  cattle  which  tiny 
defcried  upon  it  $  the  men,  in  pardcular,  appearing,  l^  thdr 
garb  and  geftures,  hair  and  complexion,  very  like  thdb  they 
had  feen  at  St*  HeUn's  bay  *.    Thefe  were  the  HcMrMs^ 
till  then  unknown  and  undifcovered  by  die  Eura^nsy  and  of 
whom  we  (hall  give  a  fuller  account  ia  the  fequel  of  dib 
book. 
tkmi0        Tket  how  chearfully  continued  thdr  courfe  northward, 
/Af  gi^eiff  find  came  to  a  new  bay,  which  they  called  the  bay  of  St^  Bks, 
St.  Bias*  in  the  innermoft  part  of  which  was  an  ifland,  in  which  thef 
<xraieful    ^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^  provifion  of  water.    The  inland  appeared  to 
Sfc¥o$rhs  ^^^  very  fertile,  abounding  with  large  elephants  and  oxes; 
««  tbt       the  latter  of  which  the  inhabtunts  made  ufc  of  inftead  of 
Und.  "      horfes,  by.  clapping  pack-faddles  on  their  backs.    Op  die  8di 
of  DecBmi^  they  werMg^n  alarmed  with  a  f\idden  flonit, 
which  drove  them  out  of  fight  pf  the  land,  but  Which  was 
quickly  over,  and  they,  having  regained  the  coaft,  kept  fleer- 
ing near  the  fliore,  dU  the  loth  6£  famuiry^  when  they  it* 
fcried  a  fmall  ifland,  at  about  230  miles  from  their  iaft'wa- 
,^  tcring-place,  whofe  tall  trees  and  agreeable  verdure,  inteiu 

mixed  with  a  variety  of  catde,  invited  them,  as  the  fea  wis 
then  calm,  and  of  fuiScient  depth,  to  approach  nearer  \»)i* 
He  came  accordingly  to  anchor  near  it,  and  obferved>  the  oa* 
tives  to  be  tall,  Aately,  and  of  a  graceful  appearance,  and  had 
tnore  gaiety  in  their  dreis  than  any  he  had  yet  feen  ;  thef 
Ivore  bracelets  on  their  arms,  brazen  helmets  on  their  heads, 
and  broad  fwords  hanging  by  thdr  iides  with  ivory  handles, 
and  fcabb&rds  not  ui^neady  made.  All  thefe  £ur  profpefte 
in4ui::6d  him  to  fead  one  of  his  men,  well  verfed  in  Ian* 
guages,  on  ihore,  with  prefents  and  compliments  to  the  chiei^ 
or  lang ;  who  returned  highly  fatisficd  with  the  reception  he 
had  met  with,  and  brought  back  with  him  fuch  prefents  and 
Vefre(hment^  as  that  country  afforded.  And  here  he  thought 
proper  to  leave  two  of  thofe  exiles  with  them,  which  we 
lately  mentioned,  to  give  him  what  iatdligence  they  could 
^et  iof  that  coaft  and  country  \  He  was  no  lefs  pleafed  at 
Ibe  next  pUce  he  came  to,  Svhich  was  the  mouth  of  a'  larg*' 


'  lidem^  ibid*  ^  lidcm,  ibid. 
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liver,  whofe  banks  on  each  fide  were  covered  with  fruit 
trees,  aod  which  they  defcried  on  the  5th  of  January  in  the 
cfeniflg,  and  wsuted  impatiently  for  the  return  of  day-light 
10  have  a  fuller  view  of  it.     Accordingly  on  the  next  morn-  Som  ef 
iflg  they  were  agreeably  furprifed  not  only  with  its  charming  th  na^ 
profpeA,  but  t(dth  the  number  of  natives  which  approached  ^in/ts  come 
their  fhip  in  their  fmall  boats,  and  with  an  air  of  peace  and  ^*  Ifoard^ 
Wcndfhip.     Gama  failed  not  to  exprcfs  his  delight  by  the*^^*^  ^ 
kind  reception  he  gave  them,  and  the  elegant  manner  in  which  ''^f^^'y 
hccDtertained  fome  of  their  principal  men  on  board  his  fhip.  ^^^^^^^* 
The  misfortune  "was,  that  they  had  no  other  way  of  con* 
verfing  but  by  figns,  and  he  wanted  to  receive  fome  infor- 
mation concerning  his  route  to  the  Eq/i^Indies.    At  laft  one 
amongft  them,  by  the  help  of  fome  broken  Jrabic,  made  ftiift 
to  give  him  to  underftand,  that,  in  a  country  a  little  farther 
up  that  coaft,  from  which  he  was  but  lately  come,  he  would 
&idfome  fhipsof  the  fame  bulk  and  make  as  his  were.  This 
vas  a  welcome  piece  of  news  to  the  Portuguefe ;  Gama  made 
than  fome  handfome  prefents,  and  fent  them  back,  cloathed 
in  lilk.    He  caufed  a  crofs,  with  the  arms  oi Portugal  under 
it,  to  be  ereftcd  on  that  coaft,  and  called  that  rivef-j  Rio  de  ho^ 
Signiai,  or  River  (fgood  Omen,    '^ama,  though  ir  patient  to, 
fall  in  fearch  of  this  wiihed/or  country,  was  obliged  to  flay 
to  refit  his  Uttle  navy,  and  give  his  fick  men  fome  further 
rcfpitc,  and  did  not  fail  till  the  24th  of  February ;  nor  did  they 
acet  with  any  thing  worth  notice  till  the  firft  of  March, 
when  Cahf  the  captain  of  the  third  (hip,  gave  him  a  fignal 
that  he  had  difcovered  four  iflands  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
each  other,  and  feven  vpfTels  in  full  fail  from  one  of  them, 
and  bearing  towards  him,  as  knowing  him,  by  his  flag,  to  be 
the  admiral.     They  came  up  accordingly,  and,  upon  thdr  Odert 
approach,  gave  a  great  fhout,  and  hailed  hitn  in  the  Arabic  come  on 
tongue,  and,  as  they  came  up  to  him,  began  to  play  on  flutes  hoards  ' 
and  other  kinds  of  mufical  inftruments.     The  men  were,  of  '^^^  ^ 
a  bbckifti  complexion,  Jike  thofe  they  had  feen,  but  of  a  gcn-^'"'^*'  ^ 
tedcrmake,  and  courteoufly  congratulated  him  ia  Arabic  on  *J^^ 
Ins  arrival  in  thofe  parts.     Gama  returned  their  compllmentsr^^^  ^ 
^th  his  ufual  politenefs ;  and,  having  invited  fome  of  them  rtcei^a 
on  board  his  fhip,  gave  them  a  very  elegant  entertainment, yj^jw/  ufifMl 
during  which  he  ordered  fome  of  his  men,  who  underftood  i^wn- 
ArahiCi  to  enquire  of  them  what  that  ifland  was  from  which //•«. 
they  came,  and  what  was  the  beft  courfe  for  him  to  fail  to 
hdia.  To  the  firft  they  anfwered,  that  the  ifland  was  called 
Mofambico ;  that  it  was  fubjeft  to  the  king  of  ^dlca,  who  kept 
a  governor  in  it,  whom  he  inverted  with  great  authority-: 
that  one*  part  of  it  wai  inhabited  by  Saracens^  and  that  it 
MoD.HisT.yoL.Xiy.  .     1      **  was 
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was  one.  of  the  greatcA  marts  upon  thatcoaA>  foribi]^  tlui^^ 

failed  thithpr  from  Arabia^  Perjia,  ^i,Indi<(l     TWy  told. 

him  moreover,  that  he  had  paiTed  by  a  rict^  country  called  . 

Sofala^  which  abounded  with  mines  of  gold.      To  his  other  • . 

qucftion  they  anf^cred,  that  he  mjjft  Ileer  his  coizrfe  to  Cali" 

cut,  and  told  him  that  he  might  eafdy  get  expert  pilots  that . 

would  conduft  him  thither;  and  acquainted  l^ixn  how  diflaat 

it  was  from  that  illand.  All  which  was  joyfully  and  thankfully.  • 

received  by  the  admiral  and  his  Portiiguefe^  who  now  began  * 

to  hope  to  fee  fliortly  all  their  fatigues  4nd  dangers  crowned 

with  fuccefs.  ^  •      / 

,  ■  We  {hall  find  a  more  proper  place  to  Tpeak  of  tbefe  iflaads, 

and  other  kingdoms  and  ftate$  along  this  coaft,  in  the  fequel 

of  our  hiftorj  *.     All*  this  while  thefc  Arabs ^  who  were  all 

zealous  Mohammedans ,  had  no  fufpioionof  his  being  a  Chrif" 

tian,  much  lefs  a  Portuguffey  but  took  him  an4  his  company 

for  trading  Moors  from  Barbary  j  and  finding  bim,  by  the 

Teception  he  gave  them,  and  the  valuable  prefentf  he,made 

to  them,  to  be  a  man, of  a  greater. generofity  than  any  they 

had  ever  met  with  among  the  whole  7>&(?r«/&  nation,  vteft, 

*     willing  to  encourage  it  in  their  turn,  by  ^ying  him  the  bell 

direftions  they,  could,  and  flatt^ring^  him  with  the  moft  pro-^^ 

mifing  profpeft  of  fuccefs..  He.fpujSl  thim  notonly  the morCv 

'  communicative  on  tha't  account,  *bujt,  to  his  great  fur-prize, 

more  expert  failors,  and  better  furniihed  with  all  kinds  of 

maritime  inftruments  than  he  expcfted  ;  and.  they  parted  ex- 

trjemely  fatisfied  with  each  other.  , 
Hh  nar»    '  Whet  her  thefe  Arabs  were  ffpnt  by.  the  governor  of  that 
row  c/^^/^ifland  to  enquire  who  they  were,  we  are  not  told;  but  at.  their  , 
/romlAO'  return  they  gave  him  fuch  an  account  qt  the  generous  rcceptipa 
larnwco*  ^j^^y  j^^j  jj^gj.  ^.  jj^^  ^  quicldy  induced  him  to  pay  them  a 

fpeedy  vifit  in  perfon ;  which  he  accordingly  did,  on  the  neja 
.    day,  ia  great  pomp,  and  with  a,  brilliant  attendance,  and  was 

received  on  board  with  a  fuitable  magnificence.     But  here, 

unfortunately  for  Gaiiia^  the  governor,  who  was  np  lefs  zca* 
•  ,    .      lous  a  Mj^aww^^^w^  quicklv  perceived,  by  fome  queftions  he 

put  to  him  about  it,  ao^  his  illufory  anfwcrs,  that  he  was  a. 

Praguay,  or  at  leaft  a  Chriftian,  and,' from  that.  iuo!peot,7<^' 

folved  to  deftroy  him  and  his,  fleet.  -  We  fhall  give  a  fuller 

account  of  this  adventure  inthe  hiftoryof  that  ifland;  the. 

refult  of  which  w^as,  thatCawza,  with  great  difficulty,  efcaped,. 

and  made  all  the  fall  he  could  northwards  to^^ards  ^ilo^t. 

according  to  the  intelligence  he  bad  gained  from  his  Arabic 

guefts;  but  meeting  with  a  contrary  wind,  was  driven  back 

*  L«PBZ;  LlNSQiJOT,JMARMOL|  U  ftt  fttp.-citot. 
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to  an  ifland  they  had  faiftd  by  in  their  fliffht  from  Mofimbico. 
This,  however,  proved  a  fortunate  rcpulic ;  for  he  there  met 
with  another  JraHan  gping  to  Akrctf ,  whom  he  ^ook  on 
board  with  him,  finding  him  an  e^Lpert  pilot,  and  well  ac- 
^lainjted  with  that  coalt,  and,,  by  his  aiEftance,  and  that  of 
another  experienced  mariner, .  whom  his  brother  Paul  hadl 
carried  ofF  in  the  late  fcuffle  at  Mofambico^  fet^  fail  again  for 
j^/fca,  with  his  other  two  Ihips,  (the  fourth  he  had  brought 
^th  hiixi  being  only  a  fiore  (hip^  and  now  exhaufted,  he  had 
caufed  to  bcburnt  feme  time  before) ;  but,  though  he.had  a 
fiair  wind,  could  not  pqiSibly  make  that  port,  which  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  owing  to  fome  error  ormif-reckoning,  butnauch  , 
more  likely,  as  the  fequel  will  (hew,  to  the  knavery  of  th^ 
plot  which  his  brother  had  forced  away  from  Mo/atnii^o,  and 
10  fteered  dircftly  for  MombqfOf  which  he  told  him  was  much 
the  fitter  place  for  him,  for  the  reception  of  fick  men,  it  be- 
ing, he  told  him,  chiefly  inhabited  by  Chriftians;  fq  that 
Coma,  whether  perfuaded  or  necciGtated,  was  forced  to  fct- 
low  his  advice,  a  great  number  of  his  men  being  greatly  af- 
flifted  with  variety  cf  diftempcrs,  befides  thofe  which  were  V 
already  dead  of  them.     Accordingly  he  was  no  fooner  come 
within 'fight  of  the  town,  than  he  recdved  the  kindeft  and 
moft  preffing  invitations  fron^  the  kmg  to  come  to  an  anchor^ 
.add  to  come  oh  ihorc  with  his  men,  in  order  to  fix  fuch  aa  . 
advantageous  commerce  with  him,  as  would  favc  him  the    • 
trouble  of  a  longer  and  more  hazardous  voyage  as  that  to 
JmUa,  to  "which  they  underftood  he  was  bound.    They  Uke-  . 
wife  extolled  the  goodnefsof  their  country,  fertility  of  their 
foil,  healthitiefs  of  their  air,  and,  above  all,  the  high  notions 
which  -their  king  had  conceived  of  the  Portug^/e  admiral^ 
and  of  his  natioa ;  all  which  was  no  other  than  a  deq>laid 
plotjj.  to  which  if  he  had  given  way,  it  mufl  have  ended  in  his 
inevitable  ruin,  as  will  be  feen  in  its  proper  place.     But  here 
his  good  fortune  favcd  him  once  more,  and  an  accident,  which 
prevented  his  fliip  from  proceeding  farther  towards  the  har- 
bour, and  obliged  him  to  make  a  fignal  to  the  reft  to  weigh 
anchor,  gave  the  confcious  pilot  a  fi^dden  fufpicion  that  their 
defign  was  difcovered  :  to  avoid  the  fatal  confequencea  of 
:  which  he  immediately  jumped  over-board,  and  fwafn  to  the 
I  ftiore  Tirfth  all  the  fpeed  he  could,  and  gained  it  without  any 
op^ofition,  in  fpight  of  all  Gama's  endeavours,  to  have  him 
fidpped,  and  brought  back  to  hiiil,  by  thofe  in  the  adjacent 
boats*     From  all  which  it  plainly  appeared  that  the  Momr^ 
bafan  king,  havmg  been  apprifed  of  what  had  happened  at 
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Mo/ambicoy  had  laid  this  plot  to  get  him  into  his  hands,  audi 
pat  a  final  ftop  to  all  his  farther  difcoveries  ^, 
-  As  foon,  therefore,  as  G^^w^  could  get  clear  of  that  danger- 
ous bay,  which  took  him  up  abour  two  days  more ;  during 
which  that  prince,  vexed  to  fee  his.fchemc  defeated,  made  fe- 
vcral  fruitlcfe  attempts  to  get  his  cables  cut  from  his  anchors 
in  the  dead  of  night ;  he  refumed  his  courfc  northwards  to- 
wards Melinda,  and,  in  his  way,  took  a  Saracen  veflel,  four* 
teen  of  whofe  hands  he  detained  prifoners,  to  fupply  his  want- " 
bf  hands,  and  difmiflcd  the  reft.     One  of  them,  who  bore  a 
more  promifing  appearance  than  the  reft,  he  carefully  exa- 
mined, and  found  him  a  man  very  fit  for  his  purpofe,  and 
very  likely  to  be  of  great  ufe  to  him  in  the  profecution  of  his 
voyage,  and  him  he  refolved  to  keep,  and  flicw  a  particular 
regard  to.     Nothing  remarkable  happened  to  them  in  their 
way  to  Melinddy  where  they  happily  arrived  on  Eajier  day. 
Here  fortune  ftood  again  his  friend,  and  the  lucky  junfture 
yrhich  had  preceded  his  arrival,  procured  him  a  better  re- 
ception than  what  he  had  met  with  at  Mofambicg  or  Momba^  * 
foi  or  indeed  than  he  had  reafon  to  hope  for,  as  well  from  his 
former  treatment  as  from  the  Saracen  capture  he  had  lately 
made;  and  which,  if  known  there,  niuft  create  no  fmall  jea- 
loufy  both  to  t;he  king  and  kingdom.  T\it  Saracen  lately  men- 
tioned perceiving  his  uneafinefs,  offered  to  go  on  ftiore  and 
found  the  king  and  court,  and  giye  them  to  tinderftand  that 
•  the  four  veflels  which  came  into  that  port  were  bound  for 
JnJiay  and  that  the  admiral,  who  was  a  Chriftian,  having  near 
finifhcd  his  bufinefs,would  quickly  fet  fail,  in  order  to  purfue 
hrs  voyage  K     We  ftiall  anticipate  here  the  hiftory  gi  that 
kingdom,  fo  far  only  as  to  tell  our  reader  that  the  propofal  was 
accepted  by  Camay  and  that  he  executed  his  commidion 
with  fuch  fuccefs,  and  gave  fo  advantageous  an  account  of 
thofe  ftrangers,  that  the  Jcitig,  who  was  advanced  in  years,  and 
too  weak  in  body  to  go.  in  pcrfon  to  pay  a  vifit  to  the  admi- 
ral, fent  his  prefumptive  fori  and  heir,  with  a  magnificent  re- 
tinue, to  pay  him  his  compliments,  and  to  invite  him  to  come 
on  (hore  ;  which  being  declined  by  him,  as  inconfiftent  with 
his  commiflion  from  the  king  of  Portugal,  he  contented  himfeir 
with  coming  nearer  in  his  long  boat,  and  taking  a  view  of 
that  metropolis  and  its  excellent  fituation  ;  and,  after  many 
mutual  aflTuranccs  of  friendftiip,  prefents,  and  other  civilities, 
and  being  furniftied  by  the  young  prince  with  an  able  pilot. 


k  lidem,  ibiili  '  lidero,  ibid. 


and 
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and  other'  ncceflaries,  he  ^t  Tail  for  Calicut ^  on  the  2  2d  of 
Airily  not  without  having  made  him  a  previous  promife  to 
take  Melinda  in  his  way,  upon  his  return  from  India.  They  Depnrtun 
refumed  their  courfe  northwards  accordingly,  highly  fa- y^r  India. 
fefied  with  then:  fucccfs,  and  continued  that  route  till  they 
had  eroded  the  Line,  and  began  again  to  have  a  view  of  the 
polar  ftar;  when  veering  eaftwards  towards  that  dcfired  ifland, 
'  the  M^//nizn  pilot,  being  well  acquainted  with  it,  aflurcd  them 
'  that  they  were  come  in  fight  of  it . 

It  is  time  now  to  take  our  leave  of  him  for  a  while,  and 
leave  him  to  purfue  his  voyage  into  a  new  part  of  the  world,    . 
the  defcription  and  hiftory  of  which  we  have  given  in  the        -   .  •  ^ 
fourth  and  following  volumes,  and  where  his  fuccefs  laid  the 
foundation  for  thofe  vaft  conquefts  and  opulent  fettlemcnts, 
which  his  countrymen  have  fince  made  in  fo  many  parts  of  it, 
as  the  reader  may  fee  in  the  full  and  ample  account  we  haye 
I  endeavoured  to  give  of  it  in  a  preceding  volume  '^.     Whilft 
!  thofe  difcoveries  which  he  made  around  the  Jfrican  coafts 
ended,  as  we  have  feen,  foon  after  his  departure  from  Melinda ; 
of  which,  however,  he  took  fuch  care  to  difpatch  a  particu- 
lar detail  to  the  court  of  Portugal,  as  filled  it  with  inexpref- 
fible  joy.    King  Emanuel  in  particular  conceived  fuch  great 
Ibpcs  of  fucceeding  in  this  grand  defign  from  this  happy  be- 
ginning, that  he  loft  no  time,  nor  fpared  any  coft,  to  purfue  it 
;  with  all  poffible  vigour  and  fpeed,'and  a  fuitable  number  of 
I  vcffels  and  able  commanders,  with  orders  to  follow  the  traft 
tf  their  predecelTor,  to  revifit  every -^zV^w  place  he  had 
■  come  to,  and  by  no  means  to  pafs  by  the  governor  of  Mo/am* 
tico  and  king  of  Mombafo,  without  giving  them  fome  tokens  of 
i  the  Portuguefe  refentment.     They  were,  in  the  laft  place,  to 
j  complete  the  difcovery  bf  the  weftern  coaft,  and  to  double 
I  the  cape  of  Guardafuy,  in  order  to  penetrate  as  far  as  they, 
^could  beyond  the  ^vt\^i%oiBahelMandel\xiX.o  the  Red  Sea  ^ 
\  for  that  they  were  not  now  fent  merely  to  make  difcoveries, 
j  but  fettlements,' alliances,  and  conquefls,  as  opportunity  of- 
fered, where-ever  they  came ;  and  to  take  every  proper  mea- 
I  fure  to  enlarge  the  Portuguefe  dominions,  fpread  their  fame, 
enlarge  their  commerce,  and  prqpagate  the  Chriftian  faith  all 
over  the  whole  world.     How  wonderfully  and  fuccefsfully 
;  thefc  extenfive  orders  were  executed  in  the  Eaft'Indies\  we 
I  have  feen  in  the  hiftory  of  thofe  countries,  more  particularly  in 
I  the  volume  laft  quoted.;  and  how  exaftly  and  faithfully  thejr 
v^cre  foHowcd  in  the  continent  of  Africa^  will  be  likewife  feen 
in  the  fubfequcnt  volumes.    All  this  while  the  king  was  no 

^  Sec  before,  vol.  ix,  p.  234,  &  feq. 

I  3      .  '  lefs 
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'   '        lefs  diligent  in  fcndihg  other  vefTds,  to  carry  on  the  fame  dc- 
figncd  difcovcrics  along  tjie  weflem  coafts,  from  the  river 
£na^a  and  the  C7^/rf  Cb^j^  fouthwards,  quite  to  Cafe  Hegro 
and  beyond,  almoft  to  that  of  Good  Hope,  which  Bartholomew 
Dias  is  faid  to  have  doubled,  but  to  have  been  frighted  by  th^ 
Wolent  ftorms  and  dark  weather  frpm  proceeding  farther.    Oil 
this  coaft  they  likewife  made  confiderable  fettl^ments,  parti- 
cularly in  the  kingdoms  of  Kongo,  Jngola,  ztid  Benguela,  of 
Gaiq^       which  we  (hall  likewife  fpcak  in  a  propet  pUce. 
makes  nrw  ,    iN  the  m«in  time  Vafco  de  Gama  being  returned  from  his 
di/cove-     Indian  expedition,  and  remembering  that  he  had  left  a  grea( 
rinonbu  part  of  the  eaftern  coaft  unvifitecj,  refolvcd  to  refume  hl4 
retBrni      courfe  as  much  higher  to  the  northward  as  he  conveniently 
could,  in  order  to  complete  his  difcovery  of  it.     The  firfl; 
place  he  came  to  wa^  the  city  of  Magadoxd,  capital  of  the 
kingdom  of  that  name,  lying  about  two  degrees  north  of  the 
cqiiinoxial  line,  on   the  coafts  of  Jjan  ;  which  place,  beiog 
inhabited,  as  he  was  informed,  by  Mobammedan  Arabs ^   he 
caufed  to  be  bombarded,  and  its  walls  to  be  deftroyed,  as 
well  as  th*  fliips  that  were  ii\  the  harbour.    From  thence  he 
haftcd  to  rc-vifit  the  good  old  king  ofMelinda^  according  to 
his  former  promiic,  wiere  he  only  ftaid  to  take  on  board  an 
ambaflador  from  that  monarch  to  the  court  of  Portugal';  and 
hence  he  fet  fail  five  days  after>  being  afraid  of  lofing  the  {ea- 
'Jrrti'is  at  fpn  for  doubling  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  happily  arrived 
Lifbon.      at  Lifhon,  in  the  beginning  of  May  1499,  and  met  vfith  a  gra- 
cious reception  from  the  king  and  court,  having  but  55  men 
left  of  the  148  that  fet  out  with  him^  and  they  fo  dreadfully 
emaciated  and  Worn  out  with  •fjcknels  and  fatigue,  that  their 
"relations  could  hardly  know  them.     Thus  ended  this  cc;lc- 
brat^d.  expedition,  and  the  difcovery  of  the  greateft  part  of 
the  Jfricah  coaft,  which  was  foon  after  gradually  completed 
by  the  famed  Pedro  Alvarez,  CahVal,  the  great  Albuquerque 
and  others  of  his  fucccflbrs,  of  which  we  fliall  fpeak  ia  the' 
fequcl. 


CH4  P- 
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'  C  H  A  P.    n. 

,  fbe  M$dem  Hifiwy  of  Africa,  Mi  of  the  varhus  JVi- 
I  «     I/m/  «iii^  uokofe  Govemmint  H  bath  been^Jinct  tbi    • 
Ejgpulfim  of  tbt  Romans  hy  the  Vandals. 

/^UR  readers;  we  doubt  not,  will  cafily  perceive,  by  the  ti-  Jhtdeftgn 
^^  tie  of  this  feftion,  the  fubjeft  of  it  is  not  to  extend  itklf  of  tin's  . 
to  the  whole  Jfrican  continent,  much  lefs  to  give  a  particular y^^imr. 
'  detail  of  that  vaft  variety  of  governments  into  which  it  is  di- 
vided, each  of  which,  at  leaft  as  far  as  they  ^rc  known  to  us, 
vrill  be  more  properly  feen  and  described  under  thdr  proper, 
heads,  in  the  profectition  of  this  fixteenth  book;  but  is  coh-  Tonviat 
fined  only  to  that  part  of  it  which  had  been  conquered  hy  part  of 
the  Romans  J  and  that  fo  far  only  as  is  neceflary  to  conncft  its  Africa 

'    jmodern  with  the  antient  part,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  that  there  ^*1/^»^^» 
may  b^  no  chafm  left  between  them,  or  any  thing  omitted  that 
IS  worthy  our  readers  notite ;  for  though  we  did  not  conclude 
the  antient  African  hiftory  with  the  coming;  of  the  Vandals 
smd  expulfion  of  the  Romans ^  but  continued  our  account  of 
the  bloody  wars  they  waged  againft  each  other ;  yet,  as  moll .  ^ 
of  thofe  hoftilities  confifted  chiefly  in  the  invalion  and  ravagc- 
ing  of  the  former  dominions  and  conquefts,  all  which  were 
carried  far  enough  from  thofe  of  the  latter  *,  the  moft  ma-  ,  ^ 
terial  tranfaftrons  relating   to  their  fettlements  and  new- 
crefted  monarchy  in  this  part  of  the  world  were  there  omitted, 
as  foreign  to   the  Romany  and  more  properly  belonging  to 

;  iiiis^frican\  hiftory. .  However,  as,  in  the  former,  we  nave 
been  under  a  neccffity,  in  order  to  keep  the  thread  of  it, 
to  anticipate  fome  occurrences  which  were  more  nearly 
related  to  this  latter,  fo,  in  the  profccution  'of  this,  when- 
ever there  is  a  neceffity  of  .repeating,  any  thbg  that  hath 
been  formerly  faid,  we  ftiall  take  care  to  do  it  in  as  few 

I    wcH-ds  as  the  fubjeft  will  admit  of,  witl^owt  beipg  malifaed, 

I    and  dircft  our  readers,  by  proper  references,  t6  th^  places 

1    where  they  may  find  them  at  full  length. 

The  occafion  of  this  VandaKc  expedition,  and  of  their  The  Vanr 
JFounding  this  new  monarchy,  we  have  elfewhere  fhcwn^.  dal  i*/>g-» 

!     Cenfericy  or,  as  Jornandes  and  other  Latin  authors  write  his  dom,m:hen^ 
name,  Gizericus  *=,  a  warlike  prince  of  that  nation,  had  fcarce  ^^^  '^ 
fuccecded  his  brother  Cmdtric  in  the  kingdom  of  Galicia^  Teunded. 

•  See  Anc  Hift.  vol,  Kvi,  p.  544,  &feq.  *  Ibid.  &. 

vtl.  xix,  p.  33a»  &  feq.  < Jorn ahd.  de  rcb.  Getic.  c.  13. 

I  4  when 
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when  he  was  invited  into  this  part  of  Africa,  by  the  then  re- 
volted count  Bonifacio  \  and,  attra£lecl  by  his  advantageous  of- 
Gcnfcric  fers,  and  more  perhstps  by  his  own  aihbitious  views,  readily 
incited  in-  agreed  to  fail  over  to  them  j  and,  having  provided  himfelf  with 
$9  Africa,  a  fufScient  number  of  traofpbrts,  for  himfelf  atid  Ms  Vandats, 
4^^-  .  amounting,  according  to  fpme,  to  ,8o,ooo,  but  according  x» 
others  only  to  24,000  (A),  ordered  them  all,  .men^  women, 
and  children,  on  board,  and  failed  over  the  freights  oiCadez^ 
,  ,      .now  Gibraltar^  with  them,  and  foon  after  landed  on  the 

coafts  of  Barbary^  in  the  month  oiMay^ 
Sailj  tbi'      ^^  ^^^  mean  time  Bonifacio^  whom  neceflity  and  felf-pre- 
,  ther  with  fcrvation  alone  had  engaged  in  this  revolt,  as  the  only  means 
bi4  army,  left  to  defend  himfelf  againfl  the  black  intrigues  of  the  trea- 
cherous JEtius,  having  made  his  innocence  appear  at  the  im- 
perial court,  and  being  re-admitted  into  favour,  was  as  much 
grieved  at  his  arrival  as  he  had  been  anxious  and  preffing  for 
It,  and  left  no  means,  offers,  nor  fplendid  proipifes  untried 
to  prevail  upon  him  to  fail  back  with  his  Vandals  into  Spain ; 
but  had  the  mortification  to  find  his  propofals  rejefted.with 
the  utmoft  difdain,  and  to  fee  him  refolutely  bent  upon  fettling 
'  himfelf  and  his  barbarians  in  tl^at  part  of  the  world,  and  not 
only  to  lay  the  foundation  of  his  new  kingdom,  but  lead 
thence  his  viftorious  arms  into  the  heart  of  Italy  ^     We  have 
JRivaJf    elfcwhere  Ihewn  how  fuccefsful  he  proved  in  all  his  expedi- 
fuceefi       tipns,  and  what  horrid  plunder  and  ravages  he  committed  not 
4igain/i  iBe  only  there,  in  Sicily^  and  other  par^s  of  the  empire,  but  even 
RomMns/  in  Rome  itfcif  ^ 

'Fcunds  a  The  foundation  of  this  Vandalic  monarchy  proved  no  lefs, 
jmcnarcly  if  QOt  rather  more  fatal  an  epocha  to  the  Africans  of  tbofe 
in  Barbt-  parts  ;  for  however  fmall  the  difference  may  be  in  other  re- 


ry. 


«  See  Anc.  Hifl.  vol.  xvi.  p.  543,  &  fcq.  vol.  xix.  p.  34c, 
$c  feq.  *  Ibid.  vol.  xvi.  p.  341,  &  fcq.  vol.  xix.  p.. 

342,  &  feq.  JoRNAND.  ubi  fup.  Victor.  Uticcnf.  de  Perfcc. 
Vand.  Procop.  de  Bello  Vandal.  &  al.  plur, 

(A)  This  may  probably  e-  incumber  themfelves,  as  well  as 

noogh  acqount  for  that  differ*  with  a  great  deal  of  other  ufe- 

ence  of  numbers  which  we  iind  lefs  lumber,  in  all  fuch  ezpedi- 

in  the  hiftorians  of  thofe  times;  tions,  which  required  befides 

and  the  lefTer  might,  in  all  like-  an  additional  one  of  fervanis 

lihood,  be  that  of  his  fighting  or  flavcs,  and  beafts  of  burthen; 

men,  and   the  largeft  that  of  according  to  which  fuppoiition 

their  numerous  train  of  women  the  totaf  of  80,000  will  ioft 

^  and  children,  with  which  thofe  bear  a  near  proportion  to  tJiat 

Borthem  nations  were  wont  to  of  24,900. 

fpcfij 
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ipefb  between  a  Roman  and  Vandalian  yoke,  the  ^r£i»i  here-  fikrr//  ^.^ 
Vjy  which  that  prince  no)t  only  introduceH,  but  propagated  ^«/>/?^^# 
with  a  more  barbarian  zeal  than  he  did  in  Us  other  con-  orthodox 
quefls>  failed  not  to  turn  it,  in  a  little  while,  into  a  (cene  of  Africans, 
die-  moft  dreadful  and  inhuman  outrages  and  perfecutions 
againft  the  orthodox,  and  efpecially  the  clergy,  of  whatever 
mk  or  diflinflion  either  for  learning  or  piety  ;  or»  to  fpeak 
mcffe  properly,  thefc  proved  the  greateft  objefts  of  his  cruelty, 
not  only  on  account  of  the  noble  and  laudable  defence  they 
made  againft  him,  as  an  invader,  a  barbarian,  a  heretic,  and 
apoftate,  but  much  more  fo  on  account  of  the  numerous  con* 
verfions  they  had  made  among  the  i^platrous  Moors  ;  for  ^JinJHMid 
this  dme  the  unconverted  Africans^  efpecially  their  priefts  and  hy  tSsido* 
princes,  a  fett  of  ignorant  and  fuperftitious  idolaters,  had,  onlmtromt 
that  account,  taken  fuch  efFeftual  means  to  exafperate  him  Moors. 
agaiaft  the  Romans  in  general,  and  more  particularly  againft 
the  clergy,  by  their  loud  complaints  and  bitter  inveftivds 
againft  both,  as  well  as  by  the  readinefs  they  tfupreffed  to  join 
forces  with  and  affift  him  againft  them,  that  he  was  eafily  dc»  RifilutUu  - 
ternuned  to  fet  about  the  total  extirpaticm  both  of  the  one  andfucafs 
and  of  the  other,  out  of  all  his  conquerea  dominions.    And  againfi  iIm 
the  better  toaflure  them  of  his  refolution,  and  to  attach  them  Romans, 
to  his  intereft,  he  declared  to  thenr  that  they  (hould  be  from 
dienceforth,  the  executioners  of  his  refentment  on  all  orthodox 
rccnfants,  and  their  paftors,  whilft  himfelf  purfued  his  fuc- 
cefles  againft  the  ftiattered  remains  of  their  forces,  till  he  had 
extirpated  the  very  name  and  memory  of  diem  out  oX,  Africa. 
Here  fortune  fo  far  favoured  his  defigns,  that  he  quickly  faw 
the  country  quite  rid  of  them,  and  himfelf  at  fall  liberty  to 
turn  his  whole  refentment  againft  the  African  church  and 
clergy,  as  well  as  againft  all  the  ftanding  monuments  di  the 
late  Roman  prowefs,  committing  the  moft  cruel  outrages  and 
deraftations  in  all  thefe  countries  where  they  had  feated  them* 
(elves,  not  only  upon  the  prifoners  that  fell  into  his  hands,  but 
againft  the  poor  innocent  inhabitants,     Thefe  were  foon  af-  Defiroys 
ter  followed  by  the  utter  demolition  and  deftruAion  of  all  the  alftke  «•» 
{lately  ftru£lures,  both  public  and  private,  and  all  other  va- ^/rRomaa 
luable  and  fumptuous  works,  which  thofe  proud  conquerors ^'''^* 
were  wont  to  re^  where-ever  they  extended  their  domini- 
6n$,  as  trophies  and  monuments  of  their  power  and  grandeur. 
Among  which  thofe  they  had  left  in  this  part  of  the  world 
wcEe  in  nothing  inferior  either  for  number  <?r  magnificence, 
as  may  be  eafily  judged  by  the  many  ruins  and  fad  remains 
which  are  ftUl  to  be  leen,  and  of  which  we  have  given  an  ac« 
coQat  in  our  AntientHiftory,  of  this  once  celebrated  part  of  the 

Roman 
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*  -  Swion  doQiioione  *•    &>  that  xvhatevcr  monoments  dide  had 

.  ^  boea  at  lb  immenfe  care  and  charge  to  ere6t,  to  etemife  tfadr 

.  owo  glory,  thofe  haughty  barb^urianS'  were  no  Icfs^  laviih  of 

.  t{i^r  t)pe  and  labwr  todemoIUh  and  obliterate^  and  reduce. 

fato  ruinous  b^ps,  to  be  ib  many  kfiing  trophies  of  their 

JKff^Gen- '    OpNSSHIC,  or>  as  Jomandes  and  odicr  cotenaporary 
feric'^       authors  wrixe  It,  CizetiCt  is  reprefented  by  th^m  ^  a  pdiica 
tbwraSer,  ^f  as  Icapenetr^blc  a  reach,  as  inuneafiirabte  ambition ;  and  aid 
ilefs  ii^i^mx^an  tp  hh  neareft  blood,  ^whenever  it  flood  in  com- 
jeUtion  with  either  ^     Neither  was  he  le&  intrepid  wd  in*- 
*  .  ^^ove^ble  thaa  fiicceCrfialinhisdefigns  :  witnefs  hisi  viftorieft- 
and  conquefts  over  ti^e  Homani,  and  the  fingnlar  diiregaid 
h^  fb$w6d  to  the  emperor  L£o*s  menaces  and  complaints,  fet  .^ 
which  he  had  giresi  lo  many  juft  occa^ons,  a&d  more  parltc^- 
hdy  by  hi$  repeated  rava^s  on  the  iflands  d[  Piloponnefwfy 
.which*  wkh  other  infiances  of  his  hurtful  /ftratagems,  afiil 
breach  of  faith  with,  them,  having  bee&  &%  difplayed  In  oor 
^Qtient  Hiilory  g^  we  nted  only  re^pcac  here,  as   hifloricfll 
ia£i:s,  of  confequence  as  no  inconixderaUe  proofs,  or  concnr- 
ring  tefiimoiues^  of  what  we  are  now  going  ta  relate  concern- 
ing hk  inl^iMa&aQ  treatment  of  fo  many* venerable  and  karnel 
.bUb^ps^  clergy,  and  laymen,  on  the  mere  account  of  theit 
AfuUttf'  ib^y  ^h^eaci?  to  the  Nicene  faith.    It  will  at  leaft  cofi- 
iimot^  of   itince  an  impartial  reader,  that  what  we  have  here  abfbraAed 
bis  hortid  from  the  cq«i&nti€»t  report  of  fom^iy  credible  hiftonans  oi 
trudties  u  thi>fe-tii»es,  with  refpeft  to  the  dwadftll  indignities  and  per* 
the  trtho'  jjj^cutions  which  thofe  pious  faffcrers  were  made  to  undergo^ 
^ing  a  great  part,  of  his  reign,  are  fo  pcrfeftly  confifteot 
vuth  all  his  other  a£ltons,  as  well  as  with  his  ambitious  aad 
fcloody  chai-aftep,  that  they  may  be  juftly  acquitted  frdnir  the 
fhaige  of  halving  exaggerated  them,  though  we  cannot  fb-eat- 
iity  abfolve  them  from  that  fault  with  regard  to  what  they 
^eit€  of  unparalleled  conftancy,  and  extatic  joys  which  thofe 
i^pus  martyrs  expreffed  under  them;  much  lefs  about  the 
'  ^rxpifing  miracles  whidi  fome  of  them  tell  us  accompanied 
4^4  dpciMrated:  their  exik  and  inhuman  treatment. 
.  ^,v^]fr»is  thus  far  pcefiiced  this  part  of  his  reign,  which, 
(qonnderiog  that  all  the  other  r^narkable  particulars  of  \t 

«  See   int^  al.  vol.  xixv  paff.  vid.  &  Shaw,,P©c©cic,  Noh^ 
i)5N»  &  al.  ^  See  Anc..  Hift.  vol.  xvi.  p.  563,  &  fcq. 

vid.  &  JoRNAKDEs,  c.  3^,  &  fcq.  Pjlocop.  Cebren.  Id-at.  if 
al.  plur.  5  Anc,  HiiL  vol.  xvi.p.  547,.&fc^.  vol.  xix* 

V'  34S'  ^  f*^^-  ^  ^^A-  f^P-  citat. 
'   '       '       a  ^  were 
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wcrelranfaftcd  far  enough  out  of  his  new  Jfrkan  dcxnini- 
o&s,  are  foreiga  to  this  feaicHi),  are  the  only  ones  we  have  left 
to  relate  concerning  it ;  we  fli^ll  beg  leave  to  remind  our  rea- 
ders, that  even  this  part  of  it,  however  intercfting  it  may  ap- 
pear* to  fome  of  them,  beifag  more  properly  the  fubjeft 
of  a  martyrplpgy,  ox  an  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  we  may 
juftly  difpcnfe  with  expatiating  farther  upon  it  than  is 
confiftent  with  our  original  plan.  Inftead,  therefore,  of  lead- 
mg  the  reader  through  a  complicated  variety  of  the  moft  dread- 
ful fcenes  df  furious  zeal  and  barbarity  oii  the  one  hand,  and 
^bdeferved  fufFerings  and  mifery  on  the  other,  we  hope  it  v^ill 
K  Ihought  fuflficient,  if  we  confine  our  account  to  a  fliort  ab- 
Ifraflt,  or  fummary,  of  that  famed  perfecution,  without  enter- 
iiig  farther  into  the  particulars  of  it  than  is  barely  lieccflary 
to  give  them  a  general  idea  of  the  whole  *. 

How  long  it  wKs  after  Genferic\  landing  on  thi§  cotaft,  be?  Perficute 
lore  the  effeft s  of  his  rage  againft  the  orthodox  brake  out  in  that  '^^  orth- 
public  manner,  and  to  that  amazing  heat,  our  authors  arc.  not  ^°^'  ^'^' 
agreed ;  but  probably,  not  till  hehad obliged  th^Romans  to  cede     ^^^' 
to  him  all  his  conquefts  in  that  part  by  a  treaty  formerly  mea- 
tbaed  -{* :  though  the  flreouous  and  univerfal   oppofition 
he  met  with  from  fome  of  their  clergy,  joined  to  the  malici- 
ous inftigations  of  the  idolatrous  Moors^  lately  mentioned, 
may  be  (uppofed  to  have  infpired  him  with  fuch  a  refolution     *- 
long  before;  and,  in  the  mean  while,  to  have  pufhedvhiai  on 
to  ufeat  all  thofe  of  the  church  that  fell  into  his  hands  wi% 
the  fevereft  marks  of  his  hatred  and  refentment.    But  being 
now  arrived  at  his  height  of  glory  and  conqueft,  his  iarms 
dreaded  by  .the  RcTfians,  and  no  other  power  left  to  controul 
him,  hecjuickly  gave  a  full  fcop©  to  his  ambition  and  revenge, 
})jl  a  general  prokription  of  all  the  orthodox,  by  ihutting  up 
all  their  churches,  feizing  the  faireft  of  them  for  the  fienricc 
of  his  JrianSy  converting  others  tofecular  and  even  viler  jufes, 
and  demolifhi^g  others,  efpeciaUy  fuch  as  were  built  after  the 
Roman  tafie,  and  rebuilding  them,  or  others  elfewhere,  after 
the  Gothi^  way.    He  npt  onX^  deprived  the  biihops  an4  ^\  Shits  up 
ecclefiaflics,  both  fecula^  and  regular,  of  their  dignities  and  andpkn* 
revenues,  and  plundered  their  cathedrals,  mpnafteries,  cha- ^^-fi  ^^«V 
pels,  i;c.  of  their  facred  ornaments  and  utenfils,  without  dif-  churches. 
tindion,  but  ordered  their  facred  books,  as  well  as  thofp 
which  belonged  to  the  church,  their  miflals,  breviaries,  homi- 
lies, ifc.  to  be  feized  and  burnt;  which  violences  teing  ftrenu- 

•  Dc  his,  vid.  Jornahd.  c.  33.     Pr ot op.  dcBclIo  Vandal.  / 

Victor  Uticcnf.  Csdren.  &  ai.  +  Anc.  Hift.  vol.  xix  p, 

}45.  Cedren.  Lasius.  Grammay,  Marmol,  &ah  plur. 
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'     bufly  oppofed  by  the  good  old  Valerianus^  a  vejierablc  bifhop 

of  eighty  years  of  age,  he  was  immediately  ftrippeJ  of  his 

t}jgnicieSy  and  all  that  he  had,  and  bani/hed,  naked  and  defH* 

Condmns    ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  dominions.     In  the  like  manner,  and  on  the 

n;ttji  num-  iamc  account,  he  condemned  many  of  their  moft  dignified 

ttrstohor-cfwntrs  tor  zeal,  learning,  and  piety,  to  an  exile  far  more 

rtV^rtff//^- dreadful  than  death,  and  aggravated  with  every  circumftance 

mtnts.       of  horror  and  cruelty ;  whilft  the  reft  of  them,  with  their  help- 

lefs  flocks,  were  turned  out  of  all,  and  left  to  wander  about, 

difperfed  and  deftitutc  of  all  comfort;  {6  that  thofe  whofe 

zeal,  learning,  or  merit  had  prompted  his  fury  to  accelerate 

their  martyrdom,  though  by  the  moft  excruciating  and  igt^ 

tninious  deaths,  as  many  of  them  had  been,  in  the  height  of 

liis  fury  and  jcaloufy,   were  cfteemed  to   have  fhared  by 

far  the  milder  doom.     The  places  which  were  pitched  upon 

for  their  bani/hment  and  the  fcen^  of  their  fufferings,  were  fome 

of  the  moft  barren  and  horrid  defarts  of  Barbary^    fome  of 

which  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  mention  in  the  fajuel  of  this 

book,  andfuch  as  belonged  to  the  idolatrous  7kft?orj/&  princes^ 

lately  fpoken  of .  ♦ 

fhrr  mi'  -    The  guards  who  were  to  condtift  them  thither,  were  the  fiib- 

firies  And  jcfts  of  thofc  chiefs,  now  either  in  alliance  with,  or  tributary 

tmiltrtat*  to,  the  Vandalic  king,  and  their  moft  imbiitered  enemies  next 

wuut.        to  him,  and  who,  from  their  innate  hatred  tq  them,  as  well  as 

to  recommend  themfelves  the  more  to  his  favour,  made  them 

.undergo  alike  the  moft  cruel  fatigues,  and  intolerable  Indig* 

nities  andmiferies,  during,  a  long  and  painful  route  through 

wild,  rocky,  add  unfrequented  ways,  fufficient  of  themfelves  to 

^make  them  experience  the  moft  infiipportable  miferies  under 

fuch  a  mercilefs  efcort.     Not  only  the  fick,  blind,  lanle,  and 

manned,  but  even  the  fnperarinuated,  and  worn  out  with  ex- 

treme  old  age  and  infirmities,  many  of,  them  fcartely  able  to 

'^'iland  on  their  feet,  were  yet  forced,  by  dint  of  blows,  sind 

other  inhuman  treatment,  to  crawl  along  with  the  reft,  until 

they  funk  or  expired  under  their  load  of  mifery.     Which 

whcfeev  er  any  of  them  did,  as  was  the  cafe  of  many  hundreds, 

their  rclentlefs  guards  were,  we  are  told,  ordered  to  tie  their 

hands  and  ittty  and  leave  them  thus  expofed  to  the  beafts  and 

birds  of  prey,  with  which  thole  parts  greatly  fwarm,  and  tp 

porfue  their  march  with  the  reft  f  (B),  W^ 

t  lid,  ibid. 

(B)  The  generality    of  au-  condcAors.   Some  of  them  even 

thors  who  iiave   writen  upon  add,  that  he  ordered  them  to  tie 

this  fubjedl  affirm,  that  rhis  in-  all  that  could  not  wa'k  by  the 

Jyiiman  order  was  given  by  the  feet,  and  to  drag  them  alonf 

king  toibeir  jio  lefs  barbarous  through  thorny  and  focky  way », 
'        '           •                         ^  till 
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We  leave  it  to  our  readers  to  judge  how  fmall  a  number  of 
tiiis  numerous,  and  for  the'moft  part  invalid  company,  mail 
be  fuppofed  to  have  reached  their  doleful  exile  under  all  thefe 
diiadvantages^and,  to  moft  of  them,  unfurmountable  difficulties, 
a&  well  as  the  extreme  mifery  of  thofe  who  were  unfortunate 
enough  to  outlive  them,  only  to  be  turned  over  to  greater 
dangers  and  fufferings,  and  fuch  as  none  but  thdfe,  who  ei their 
by  experience  or  reading  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  thofe  wild  and  inhofpitable  defarts,  and  their  ftill 
wilder  and  more  deftruftive  inhabitants,  can  poffibly  conceive  ^. 

But  here,  in  the  midfl  of  all  the  preparations  for  this  Severas 
diiinal  tragedy,  an  occurrence  happened,  which  not  only  fuf-yrj^/cBi- 
pended  the  execution  of  it,  during  the  ftiort  remainder  of  his,if£fJaJn' 
reign,  but  feemed  to  promife  no  lefs  than  that  it  wo^ld  be  ^  ^'«- 
wholly  fet  afide,  and  that  the  king  began  indeed  to  relent  of 
his  innate  barbarity.  Zcno,  now  raifed  to  the  imperial  throne, 
had  been  forced  to  clap  up  a  peace  with  Gen/eric,  by  which  he 
renounced  all  claim  to  his  Jfrican  conquefts,  and  yielded  them 
wholly  to  him  and  his  defcendants  * ;  buf  being  now  more 
afraid  of  his  arms  than  ever,  on  account  of  a  Urift  alliance  he 
h^  fincc  made  with  the  warlike  Odoacer,   had  thought  fit, 
by  way  of  precai^ion,  to  fend  an  embafly  to  him  to  coe- 
firm  the  former  peace. 

The  perfon  appointed  for  this  commiffion  was  named  5^- 
veruss  a  fenator  no  lefs  efteemed  for  his  upiightnefs  and  gene-    ' 
rofity,  than  admired  for  his  politenefs  and  addrefs ;  with 
whofe  Angular  prudence  and  behaviour  Gen/eric  was  fo  highly  Rem^vos 
pleafed,  that  he  readily  complied  with  all  his  propofals;  and  the  peace 
being  now  well  advanced  in  years,  and  defirous,  on  that  acr  -w/V^  i»«^ 
count,  to  leave  his  fon  and  fucceflbr /fz/w/fr/V,  in  the  quiet  pof- 
feffion  of  his  new-founded  kingdom, /gladly  embraced  that 
opportunity  of  confirming  his  former  treaties  with  him ;  and 
hence  it  is  prefumed  that  the  politic  Sevems  found  means, 
by  his  frequent  conference*  with  him,  gradually  to.foften  kis 

'  Procop.  VrcTOR.  &  al.  fup.  citat.  •  Sec  Anc.  Hift. 

vol.  xvi.  p.  595.  vol.  xix.  p.  355  ^  audt  fup.  citat. 

til!  fifft  their  clothes,  next  their  his  reign,  bat  rather  of  his  re- 

feins,  and,  laft  of  all,  their  flelh,  Icntine,  both  with  refpc(5t  to  the 

were  torn  off  from  their  bones,  orthodox  and  to  the  Romans,  as 

Neverthelefs,  when  we  coniider  we  ihal4  fee  in  thefeqael;  we 

that  they  could  hardly  be  known  rather  think  that  if  any  fach 

to  them  but  by  the  treatment  orders  were  given,  it  moft  be 

they  met  with  from  the  Moon  ;  by  his  fon  and  fucceiTor,  who 

and  we  find  no  indance  of  any  proved  by  far  the  worft  and 

&ch  atrocious  cruelty  during  moiUmplacable  enemy  to  both. 

pre-conceivcd 
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pf€l*canceiv6d  averlloh  againft  the  orthodox,  and  to  rctraft,  at 
leaft  in  ibihe  mcafure,  thofe  bloody  orders  he  had  given  for 
their  total  extirpation,  as  well  as  from  his  utter  averfcncfe 
againft  relcafing  his  Roman  prifoners. 

Accordingly  we  are  told,  as  aconfirmation  of  the  former, 
that,  a  little  before  his  death,  he  reftored  the  orthodox  chnrch 
of  Carthage  to  its  antient  rights,  recalled  all  her  clergy  whbm 
he  had  before  banifhed,  and  its  biihop  Valerianus  among  the 
reft,  and  reftored  to  them  their  antient  privileges  and  revenues  ^ ; 
from  which  it  is  probably  inferred,  that,  if  he  had  lived  longer,' 
he  would,  in  all  likelihoodr  have  done  the  fame  by  many  more, 
if  not  all,  the  catholic  clergy,  inftead  of  pi'ofectrting  his  bloody 
defigns  againft  them.  They  think  it  even  more  than  probable 
that  it  muft  have  bpii  one  of  the  chief  articles  ftipulated  on  the 
ratification  of  the.  peace,  which  that  emperor  could  not  wdl' 
difpenfc  infifting  upon,  nor  his  ambaflaaor  fail  of  obtaining, 
as  he  was,  b^  that  time,  in  fuch  high  fkVotit*  and  efteem  with 
the  king  and  his  court.  .  To  all  which  We  can  only  aiifVer, 
that,  if  this  had  been  the  real  cafe,  or  if  Stuerus^  afraid  at 
fiich  a  junfture  to  prfefs  that  point  too:ftrenuoufly,  had  con- 
tented himfelf  with  infpiririghini  with  moi'e  favourable  inten- 
tions toyards  tfem,  one^  might  expeft  thit  he  would,  havd 
recalled  his  bloody  orders  againft  them  by  his  laft  will,  as  he 
did  thft-e  leave  fuch  direftidns  to  his  fons  to  fecUre  the  peace- 
ful and  regular  fucceffion  to  his  kingdom,  or'  have'  declared 
his  intention  fome  other  \vay.     Whereas  it  plainly  appears^ 
by  the  dfeadful  manner  iiiAvhich  they  Were  executed  by  his 
immediate  fiiccelTor,  either  that*  be  never  did' countermand 
them,  or  if  he  did,  that  his  fori  was  fo  far  from  payihg^  any  re-    . 
gard  to  it,  that  he  perfecuted  them  with  greater  fury  and  cruelty 
than  even  his  father  had  done ;  as  we  Siall  quickly  fee  under 
his  reign. 

As  to  what  regards  the  other  particulars,  his  generous*rc- 
le^fe  of  the  Roman  prifoners  at  *S^i;frwj's  requeft,  and  fo  con- 
trary to  his  former  treatment  of  them,  and  which  fs  here 
'urged  as  an  argument  that  the ^om^/z  ambafladbr  had,  by  his 
politenefs  and  addrefs,  infpired  that  prince  with  quite  other 
lentiments  and  refolutions,  with  refpeft  to  his  own  nati^, 
•  and  the  orthodox  church,  it  canhotbe  difallowed  to  carry,  fomc 
weight,  though  not  quite  fo  much,  if  we  duly  confider  the 
circumftances  that  attended,  or  perhaps  gave  birth  to,  fo  ge- 
nerous a  compliance.  Severus^  after  having  refufed,  "with  a 
fi^fular  and  difintercfted  modefty,  the  richprefents  which 
that  monarch  would  have  heaped  upon  him^  had'  artfiiUy 


*  Victor  Utic.  P«rfeq.  Vahd,  p.  i6.  &  al.  fup.  citat 
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■  cbfed  his  denial  ^th  »  hint.  That  the  only  one  h  could  make 
ifeffi,  wort  by  the  oEdee^anee  of  a  Roman  ambajfadot^  -was  thd 
Ttk^fk  of  tbofe  Romans  irAew  be  kep0ftifoners  in  his  dcminions. 
\  Thm  was  therefore  no  other  way  left  for  Genfiric  to  prevent 
!  kis  bemg  outdone  in  poUtenefs  and  generofily,  but  that  of 
coapl^aig  with  fo  laudable  a  requeft,  or  even  granting  him-^^^^^.^' 
more  than  he  had  defired  of  him,  as  he  ac(:ordingly  did,  by  '^^  ^^' 
the  immediate  difcharge  of  all  that  were  in  his  own  or  his  fa- "?***, '■'^'" 
mily's  pofleffion,  wthout  any^  ranfom,  and  permitting  him  to  ^'*'^'' 
redeem  all  the  reft  ^• 

It  is  therefore  very  improbable  that  the  authors  who  have 
traafmitted  two  circumftaaces  fo  honourable  to  him  as  this  re- 
kafedF  the  Roman  captives,  and  that  of  the  reftoration  of  the 
chttrch  oi Carthage^  fliould  havenegjefted mentioning  that  of 
his  good  intentions  to  the  reft  of  the  orthodojiT,  if  any  fuch- 
had  been  in  his  mind,  towards  this  laft  period  of  his  life. 
And  much  more  fo  ftill,  if  this  had  been  the  cafe,  that  he 
Should  have  omitted  leaving  fuch  proper  dlreftions  either  in 
his  laft  will,  or  by  fome  other  way,  to  prevent  his  fucceflbrs 
patting  his  former  and  orders  in  execution  againft  them  ; 
or  if  he  had,  that  the  fame  writers  fliould  have  forgot  tp  take 
partknlar  notice  of  it.  Whatas,  on  the  contrary,  there  i$ 
not  only  no  mention  or  hint  in  their  writings  of  any  fuch 
change,  but  aU  that  they  have  recorded  concerning  that 
laft  will  of  his  above-mentioned,  is  merely  about  fettling  the 
fucceffienamongft  his  defcendants  in  fuch  regular  order,  that 
is,  folcly  according  to  elderihip,  as  might  beft  preferve  the 
peace  and  profperity  of  this  his  new  kingdom,  and  moft  effec- 
tually prevent,  as  he  there  words  it,  thofe  difputes  and  intef- 
tine  wars  between  them,  which  have  proved  fo  fatal  and  dc- 
ftrnftive  to  other  monarchies  and  ftates.^ 

Accordingly  we  are  told  that  hi«  four  next  fucceflbrs 
proved  fuch  religious  obfervers  of  his  injunftion,  that  they  all 
enjoyed  it  in  their  turne,  without  either  quarrels  or  conten- 
tions from  within,  or  oppofition  from  without,  till  an.  433, 
>yhcn  being  difregarded  by  the  then  ufurper,whofei2ed  on  it 
by  trcafon,  it  gave  an  oppcstunity  to  the  Romnns  to  drive  him 
and  the  reft  of. his  Vandals  outof-^/•/t^l|as  waibe.fcen  in  the 
feq^U  Cefiferic^  however,  doth  not,  upon  the  whole,  f^enr 
to.have  paid  fo  great  a  regard  to  the  peace  fo  lately  concluded 
vrith  the  emperor ;  but  we  read  of  a  fi^  breach  of  it  almofl! 
ad  foon  as  the  ambaflador  had  left  his  court,  Thofe  authors 
have  not  indeed  given  us  the  particulars  of  it,  but  only  tell  us 

fc  SVe  Auc..Hift.  vol.  xix.  p.  355.  &  auft.  ib.  dt.  »  Jo^- 

NANDES,  &  ai,  nbi  fup. 
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that  meeting  with  a  flout  repulfe,  he  was  forced  to  retire  to 
Carthage^  extremely  mortified  and  enraged  at  his  defeat,  and 
Ws  diotb.  died  there  foon  after.  Tlftre  is  nothing  in  all  this  tranfadion 
(though  omitted  by  other  writers,  as  well  as  the  occafion  of 
it,  probably  for  tHe  famereafon)  that  is  inconfiftent  with  that 
princess  charafter,  who  could  fdze  on  that  metropolis  by  the 
'  vileft  treachery,  and  be  fo  frequently  guilty  of  the  breach  rf 

the  mod  folemn  treaties  *. 
Haneric,       However  that  be,  Genferic  did  not  long  outlive  that  laft^ 
diking  of  peace,  but  died  after  a  long  and  fuccefsful  reign  of  fixty  years, 
tht^zxi'   and  with  him  all  the  hopes  which  the  orthodox  had   con- 
dais,  477.  ^gj^gj  {T^Qxci  their  ihort  Jived  reprieve,  and  the  peace  conclud- 
ed with  the  Romans.    He  was  fucceeded  by  his  eldeft  foil 
Huneric^  or,  as  fome  authors  write  him,  Ungariats,  and  Hnnr 
Acrml     garichus ;  a  pwHce  who  not  only  inherited  all  his  father's  bar- 
frtncf.       barian  fiercenefs  and  hatred  agdnft  the  orthodox,  but  greatly 
outdid  him  in  both  ;  •  and  in  his  fliort  reign  of  lefs  than  eight 
years,  exercifed  greater  cruelties  againft  the  ^rzV/ifi  church,' 
than  he  had  in  his  of  fixty.    He  had  been  fent  hoftage  to 
Conftantinople  in  his  father's  time,  had  morebver  married  the 
princefe  Eudocia,  the  daughter  of  the  emperor  Falentinianf 
whom  his  father  had  brought  prifoner  from  Rome,  and  by 
whom  he  had  a  foa  and  fucCeflbr  j  yet  neither  were  able  to 
abate  his  extreme  hatred  either  4^ainft  the  orthodox  or  the 
Xomans.    He  had  befides  her  another  wife,  the  daughter  of 
Theodoric  king  o( Pallia;  but  this laft,  upon  fome  flight  fufpi- 
cion  or  furmife  that  ihe  defigned  to  poifon  him,  he  feat 
ftianiefuUy  back  to  her  father  with  both  her  noftrils  flit  ™. 
Horrid         HUNE kiC  was  not  long  in  poflcffion  pf  the  throne  be- 
per/ecution  ^^^^  ^^  revived  the  perfecution  whicU  had  been  fufpended  by 
o/ihi^/r'  his  father,  and  with  much  greater  fury  than  he  had  ever  done. 
tJbodox.      We  have  already  taken  notice  of  the  various  artifices  which 
the  idolatrous  Moors  made  ufe  of  to  inftigate  the  one ;  and  the 
unparallellcd  fufferings  which  they  caufed  thofe  illuftrious 
fuiierers  to  undergo,   [as  they  were  appointed  the  chief  ma- 
nagers and  condufters  of  that  horrid  tragedy]  do  not  per- 
mit us  to  doubt  of  their  being  equally  zealous  and  induflrious 
in  fpurring  on  and  exafperating  the  other  to  the  execution 
of  it.     Accordingly  thofc  unhappy  viftims  were  no  fooner 
ordered  to  be  delivered  into  their  mercilefs  hands,  but  one 
might  fee  them  brought  from  all  parts  of  his  dominions* 
bound  in  chains,  to  the  ^wo  places  of  rendcivous,  to  the 
number  of  496(5,  confifHng  of  the  moft  eminent  bifiiops  and 

*  Anc.  Hift,  voLxvi.  p.  ^^47,  Sc  feq.  vol.  xix.  p.  349,  &  ftq. 
»  Marian  Hift.Hifpati.  I  V.  c.  3   Victor.  PaocoF.&  al.  fup. 

cltat.  '  '■  ^  .      ,    • 
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clergy,  as  well  monks  of  fundry  orders  aad  ranks,  and  feme 
of  the  moft  diflioguUhed  among  the  laity,  thence  to  be  ef- 
cartcd  or  dragged  by  them  iii  t\^o  bands  to  the  horrid  barrcii 
dcfarts  affignal  for  the  place  of  their  exile.  They  were  ac- 
cordingly dfcorted  at  firft  to  the  tw6  cities  of  Sicca  and*  Laris 
(C),  where  the  relentlefs  Moors^  inftigated  by  their  fuperfti- 
tious  and  inveterate  priefts,  were  ready  to  give  them  a  fuit- 
ablc  reception  and  entertainment  till  the  whole  Complement 
of  their  viftims  were  arrived,  and  with  them  an  order  from 
court  for  their  doleful  march.  For  we  are  told  that  they 
were  thrown,  without  diftinftion,  into  difmal  dungeons,  ^^*'p' 
.where,  like  Jeremiah  the  prophet,  they  funk  into  the  mire  knee-  ^„^^^ 
deep ",  and  were  ftifled  with  ftench  and  want  of  air  and  room,  ^j^^y^, 
bring  fqueezed  together  in  fuch  numbers,  that  they  had  not 
fpace  enough  to  lie  down.  Their  food  and  other  fare  was  of 
the  fame  kind  with  their  lodging ;  and  even  the  patience  and 
contentment  they  exprefled  under  fuch  harfh  treatment,  efpe- 
cially  every  aft  of  religion,  and  every  iign  of  joy  they'  (hewed,  SiirfrijSMg 
for  lufFering  In  fo  glorious  a  caufe,  gave  frefh  occafion  for  cofift4inry. 
their  relentlefs  perfccutors  to  exercife  the  greater  afts  of  in- 
humanity ;  fo  that  great  numbers  of  them  expired  under  the 
extreme  miferyand  inhuman  ufage  of  their  keepers,  though  a 
much  greater  number^  we  are  told,  furmounted  all  thefc 
grievous  hardfliips,  and  lived  to  exhibit  a  fHU  more  furpjrifing 
iccne  of  intrepidity  and  conftancy,  under  a  /tew  and  greater 
load  of  woe. 

The  day  of  their  releafe  from  their  dreadful  confinement 
being  come,  and  all  things  ready  for  their  march,  thefe  noble 
fufFerers  made  their  iSrft  appearance  in  the  broad  day-light 
before  a  vaft  and  mixed  multitude  of  friends  and  foes,  and  in 

■  Jercm.  xxxviii.  6.  &  feq.  Dc  his,  vid.  Jornakdes,  Pro- 
cop.  V  icTOR.  &  al.  fup.  citat. 

(C)  Thefc  were,  according  tionthe  Epifcopus  Larifftnfis  at 

to  the  ads  of  the  council,  or  an  afliftaDt.  at  that  grand  con* 

Carthaginian    conference,  two  fercnce  (2).     But   it  is  proba« 

eplfcopal    cities,    the    former  ble  that  both   bifhopricks  had 

placed  by  fomc  in  Jfricap-o-  been  fequeftered,  and" their  pre- 

^ria^  and  by  others  in  ffubia^  lates  deprived,  if  not  banilhed, 

and    one  Martinut  is,  in  the  during  the  late  reign  and  perfe- 

afts  above-mentioned,  fty led  JJ-  cution,  with  many   others   of 

fifc9fus  Sciacenjts.     The   fitua-  the  fame  rank  and  merit,  which 

6on  of  the  other  is  dill  lefs  we  have  tftken  notice  of  a  little 

known, only  the  fame  adfi  men-  higher.                                / 

(£)  C0IL  Cartbag.  DU,  u 

'  Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XIV.        K  fuch 
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fuch  a  lirangc  and  gloomy  guMc  on  the  one  hand,  but  with 
calm  and  joyful  deportment  on  the  other,  as  could  not  fail  of 
exciting  in  the  beholders  a  fuitable  variety  of  paflions  at  both. 
>  Not  only  their  clothes  (fuch  as  had  any)  but  their  bodies,  and 

their  very  faces,  were  covered  and  incrufted  with  the  mire  and 
filth  of  the  dungeon,  their  pcrfons  fo  emaciated,  and  limbs  fo 
enfeebled,  that  they  could  fcarcely  crawl  or  ftand,  yet  hurrfed 
DiftraSed  forward  by  dint  of  blows,  whilfl  many  of  their  diftrafted 
at  parting  flocks  met  them  with  lighted  candles,  and  ftrove,  in  vain,  by . 
from  their  ^beir  tears  and  earneft  entreaties,  to  retard  them  only  folong 
fi^^f^if        as  eithel*  the  baptizing  of  a  few  children,'  to  confels,  or  per-.' 
form  fome  other  part  of  their  facred  funftions  towards  vjsu^ 
of  their  fick  or  dying  friends ;  in  requital  for  which  they  met 
with  no  other  comfort  than  the  fighs  and  tears,  or  perhaps  the 
laft  and  parting  bleffing,  of  their  difconfolate  and  helplefs  paf- 
2)     dful  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^       %  ^^^^  forced  to  purchafe.at  the  ex.- 
tr^tn!ent  P^°^^  of  the  moft  feverelcoiFs  and  drubbings -from  their  con- 
frQtn  their  duftors.     We  have  already  taken  notice  of  the  bloody  order 
Moorilh    which  thofe  had,  or  pretended  to  have,  received  from^  the  king,. 
gmdes.       with  refpeft  to  fuch  of  their  prifoners,  who,  either  through 
age  or  other  infirmities,  were  unable  to  go  forward  ;  and  we 
doubt  not  but  there  were  many  of  thefe  among  them,  efpecially 
after  fuch  a  grievous  confinement ;  much  lefs  need  we  quefti- 
Oii  the  feadinefs  of  thofe  butcherly  Moors  to  put  them  ia  exe- 
cution from  their  very  firft  fetting  out,  if  but  to  flrike  the 
ripft  with 'the  greater  dre^d.    'ttt  were  all  thefe  fcenes  of  hor- 
ror fo  far  from  working  any  fuch  efFeft,  that*,  inftead  of  the 
groans  and  outcries  which  one  might  have  expeftedfrom  them, 
nothing  was  heard  amongft  them,  if  we  may  believe  the  many 
hiftorians  who  have  tranfmitted  the  account  of  their  fufFer- 
ings,   but  the*loud  fmging  of  pfalms  and  hymns,  and  the 
general  voice  of  joy  and  exultation.     What  is  the  moft  mi- 
raculous of  all  is,  that  they  continued  their  joyful  fongs,  even 
after  their  barbarous  guides,  in  order  to  prevent  it,  had  or- 
'  •  y  dered.their  tongues  to  be  pljacked  out  by  the  roots  **.  Among 

thofe  glorious  martyrs  who  fufFeted  under  this  reign,  was  the 
venerable  Li^Mj,  biftiop  of  LeptiSy  and  fome  other  dignified 
ccclefiaftics.  How  many  more  became  fuch  among  thofe  ex- 
iles, either  through  the  fatigues  of  the  journey,  or  during 
their  melancholy  abode  in  thofe  dreadful  defarts,  we  are  not 
told.  However,  it  was  not  long  before  the  divine  providence 
was  pleafed  to  puta^ftop  to  it,  by  the  fudden  and  exemplary 
death  of  their  perfecutor,  who,'  after  a  fhorf  and  bloody  reiga 

•  Procop.  ViCTgR,  &al.  ubifup* 
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q£  ifcw  montiis.  aborei  icvea  yo^rs,  v^^^  taJcen  oftia  the  6meiHancric'# 

ftcaogjc  manner  a$  the  becefi^ch  Jrht^was  (D),  whoie  errors. A^^' 

he  had  been  fo  zealous  to  propagate  through  all  his/^/Van  do-/^^'^- 

minions,  Ind&r.  the  fake  of  vfhi^  he  ha4  not  only  raiiedfuch     ^^1*! 

a  perftcutioa  as  ^e  have  been  defcrlbiQgi  but  had  nioreovei:     / 

hid.wafbe  (o  many  moaafteries  of  men  and  women,  and  he-- 

flowed. their  revenues,  and  even,  the  very  perfpns  of  both 

iexes  indifierently,  on  thofe  blopdy  Moors,  who  had^been  t^q 

promoters  and  executioners  ot  his  cruelties  agatnft  the  prthp*, 

dox  church  ^.    We  do  nojt  read  Q^  any  ws^r  he  had  with  the 

Romans  during  bis  fhort  reign ;  and  it  is  probable  he  was  (o^ 

taken  up  with  his  dameftl&perfecutipQ/s,  and  the  propagation 

of  his  Arian  herefy^  that  he  bad  nei^tli^  ^e  nor  iaclinadpti 

to  break  the  pe^^ce  lately  concluded  with  them  by  his  father  $ 

whilft  the  empire  was  at  that  time  in  lib  diftra^ed  and  w^sak-  . 

eneda  condition,  that  he  w^9  in  no  2y)preheniion  of  meeting 

with  any  oppofitiaft  from  that  quarter.- 

HUNERIC,  though  he  had  a  fon  named  HildeHc,  by  the  Guta-* 

princefs  Eudocia,  as  hath  been  already  hinted,  was  not  fuc-  mund^  ^J^ 

eeeded  by  him,  but  by  a  grandfon  of  Genfiric  named  Gutt*M^Zof  tb'^^ 

tamdy  or  Cuntamund',  who,  we  are  tol^  by  I/jidor^  and  Pro*  ^r     .^ 

,  Vandals, 

f  lid^mibid.  49^'* 

(J>)  h  is  related  of  Jriusi  i^r^//^  allows  to  havfc  concurred, 
that  he  expired  in  a  common  in  difpatching  fuch  a  t^Toody 
jakcs  of  the  city,  and  tfeat  his  tyrant  out  of  the  world  (6). 
bowels  and  all  his  entrails  came  Here  the  reader  will  be  apt 
out  (3) ;  and  the  fame  is  alfo  to  fuppofe,  that  the  ceal  and 
related  of  Huneric,  with  this  ad-  refentment  of  the  orthodox  had. 
dition,  that  his  flefh  had  been  thrown  the  two  laft,atleaft,  ia« 
fomedmerottingtipdnhisbonesy  to  the  fcale,  td  render  his  me- 
abd  crawlilig  with  worms,  fo  mory  the  more  odious  to  the 
that  he  lookedmore  like  a  dead  world  $  and  yet,  when  he  comes 
circafethan  a  living  m^n  (4}.  to  coni&der  the  fuclden  and  fur- 
Others  add,  that,  being  pofleii-  prifmg  change,  which  his  death 
cd  by  the  deicil,  whom  he  had  brought  on  under  the  following 
glutted  with  the  blood  of  fp  .  reign,  he  will,  perhaps,  be  in- 
many  martyrs,  he  tore  his  flefh  duCcd  to  think,  that  nothing 
t>ff  with  his  own  teeth,  ^  and  lefs  could  have  occajioned  it, 
ended  his  wretched  life  in  the  than  fome  fuch  dreadful  and  ex^. 
mod  excruciating,  tho'  juiUy  emplary  judgment  on  that  in-* 
deferved  torments  (  5  ).  All  fatuated  apd  unhappy  princ^. 
?Khlchudifaftcr;ithele4irncd  ^A  ,  " 

il)  ycrtiafsJ.  I/idor,  Hifi,  p-andaL   ViSf^  Uticen[.  f'^  ah  (4)    Jul.   ibid. 

(5)  breg,  Tur^n.  deCef:,  Franc,  c,  3.  (6)  Anti^oedadei  Ha  Spam*, 

'it.  f.  «3.  aJfft.    W.  &  Gram,  j^Jric.  Illujtr,  /,  iU.  ti^dtr.  ItUtan.  di  Sg^ 
%.  c,  15.    Kram^ffift.  Vandal,  f,  Z4,  ^  aL 

'TL  %  iopiuSf 
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copius,  was^the  fon  of  Genfon\  Venferic*^  eldeft  fon,  and  fo 
probably  preferred,  to  Hilderic,  in  conformity  to  his  grand- 
father's will. 
ricailsihfi.      This  prince,  who  had  been  brought  lip  in  the  j^rida 
orthodox    herefy,  with  the  reft  of  that .  monarch's  family,  di*d  according- 
from  ba"    ly  Aain  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  if  we  may  believe  IJidorus 
nifiment^    and  Procopius  "^^  by  exercifing  many  cruelties  againft  the  ca- 
tholics ;  but  had  no  fooncr  got  the  qpiet  pofieffion  of  the 
crown,   whether   touched  with   a   generous   fenfe   of  the 
many  and  dreadful  calamities  which  his  uncle's  furious  and 
nntimely  zeal  had  brought  upon  them,  or,  which  is  more 
probable,  whether  deterred  by  the  awakening  circumftances 
which  attended  his  death,  than  he  immediately  refolved  to  put 
an  efFeftualend  to  the  ftill  raging  perfecution,  and  to  recall  as 
many  of  thofe  noble  fufierers  as  had  out-lived  the  fatigues 
and  miferies  of  their  exile,  and  to  reftofe  them  to  their 
churches  anid  flocks,  and  to  a  full  and  free  exercife  of  thdr 
religion  \ 
fefiores  the     He  began  accordingly  with  the  venerable  Eugenius,  the 
African     late  \yorthy  metropolitan  of  Carthage,  a  prelate  of  confum- 
ehurch  to   mate  wifdom  and  piety,  as  the  fitteft .  perfon  to  advife  and 
ihprijline  affift  hiiu  in  his  charitable  defign ;  and  thefe  two  joined  their 
fidti*         councils  and  authorities  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  the  African  cler- 
gy, both  fecular  and  regular,  were  almoft  every- where  reftored 
to  their  priftine  feats,  funftions,  and  privileges,  and  the  j^frU 
can  church  feemed  to  have  wholfy  recovered  its  ancient  fplen- 
w  A    h  ^°^*  when  on  a  fudden  all  was  eclipfed  again,  by  theunex- 
''  '^  '  pefted  death  of  their  pious  monarch  ;  who  died  in  the  12  th 
year  of  his 'reign,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  *  Thraja^ 
Thrafa-     ^^'^^y  ^  prince  of  quite  oppofite  principles  and  temper ;  who 
mund  Ath  ^^'^ckly  undid  all  that  he  had  done,  and  renewed  the  perfe- 
kingrfthe  cution  againft  the  orthodox,  with  as  great  zeal  and  fury  aa 
Vandals,   his  uncle  had  done.    He  immediately  ordered  all  the  ortho- 
re'vi'Vis     dox  churches  to  be  Ihut  up,  the  monafteries  to  be  fequeftred, 
iheper/e^    together  with  all  their  revenues,  as  well  as  thofe  pf  the  fecu- 
fution        lar  clergy.  He  carried  his  refentment  fo  far  againft  the  latter, 
againft      Q^  account  of  their  loud  cenfures  and  complaints,  that  he 
mm.        banifhed  an  incredible  number  of  them,  fome  amongft  the 
idolatrous  Moors,  and  others  into  fome  of  his  grandfather's 
conquered  dominions  in  £tfro/^ ;  and  among  them  were  no 
^20  &•     igfg  ^han  lao  bifliops,  whom  he  delegated  to  the  ifland  of 
-It J        Sardinia.    At  the  'head  of  thefe  was  the  learned  Fulgentius, 


niA^d. 
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by  nation  SLnJfrican,  and  a  prelate  of  great  merit  and  piety, 
AH  of  them,  having  been  before-hand  ftripped  of  every 
thing,  muft  unavoidably  have  pari/hed  through  want  and 
mifery,  had  not  the  then  pope  Syrnachus  taken  them  into  his 
care  and  proteftion  ;  ,and  partly  out  of  his  own  purfe,  and 
partly  by  the  afliftance  of  other  generous  Chriftians,  fccured 
to  them  a  comfortable  maintenance  during  their  exile  ^    By  jjis  mia^ 
this  time  the*  Jrians  were  got  up  to  the  fummit  of  pawcr/ures  to 
and  infolence,  naone  daring  to  oppofe,  or  even  open  th,€\T  eftabiifi 
mouths  againil  them,  without  danger  of  incurring  their  zea-  Arianiffli.' 
lous  patron's  higheft  refentment ;  whilft  the  poor  orthodox     • 
dergy,  being  deftitute  of  their  old  pallors^,  were  eafily  led, 
either  by  fear  or  love,  to  comply,  at  Icaft  outwardly,  with 
their  new  guides  (E) ;  fo  that  Thrafamund  had  now  little  or 
nothing  to  fear>  either  from  within  or  without,  with  regard 
to  the  efFeftual  precautions  :he  had  taken  to  guard  his  domi- 
nions from  being  again  infefted  or  over-run  with  what  he 
called  the  Roman  herefy.    He  had  had  time  and  opportunity 
enough  to  enlarge  them,  and  to  reduce  many  of.Xh^.Moori/b 
princes  under  hi'm ;  the  reft  were  either  tributary,  or  firmly 
attached  to  him  agalnft  the  only  common  etiemy  that  could 
oppofe  hiis  meafures,  and  who. were  at  that  time  in  no  coudi* 
tion  to  attempt  it,  any  more  than  the  0/lrogoths  and  Vifigoths 
oi Spain  SitiA  Italy  i^vrhok  hands  were  then  takeu  up  with  their 
iuteftine  wars.  It  was  upon  this  oCcafion  that  he  gave  fokind 
a  reception  to  Gafelicy  the  fonpf  Jlaric,  by  a  concubine,  whom 
the  revolted  ^i/Jg'(?Mi  hdd  chofc;^  for  thdr  king  in  the  minority     * 
of  Almaricy  but  had  been  focce.d  to. fly  a^d  tak$  refuge  at  his 
court,  and  gave  him  all  proper  aiSftance.  to  recover  his  king- 
dom ;  not  perhaps  fo  much  out  of  compaifion  or  good-Will  to 

t  Id.  ibid.,  . 

.  (E)  So  fays  Ifidorey  and  others  to  allure  them  to  his  Arianifmi 

aft^  him  ;  whereas  Procofim/  (y). - 

who  extols  him  as  the  wifeft        We  find  likewife  fome  con- 

and  moft  magnanimous  of  all  £derable  difference  in  thefe  and 

his  predecefTors,  afi\ires  us  that  other  authors  cqupeming  the 

he  never  infiidted  any  penalties,  number  of  his  exiles,  efpecially 

nor  ttfed  any  har(h  methods  to-  of  the  epifcopal  order ;  the  leail 

wards  them  ;  but,  on  the  cdn-  of  which  is  that  of  xio,  which      ...    .  . 

trary,    tried    all   the   gentlefl  -  we  have  mentioned  in  the  text  • 

means,  by  gifts,  favours,  pro-  above  out  of  JJu/ordus,  ^yhilft 

motions,  and  all  dther  methods  others  make  it  amoan^  to  near 

of  benevolence  and  generoilty,  double  the  number  (8). 

(7)  Meil^  Vandal,  t.  3.  (S)  B/exa,  BeU,  Vsad,  vid,   ST  Rodtrig^ 

'  K3  him 
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htm,  as'tb'fepprefs  the  growing  pofwcr  oi-T'Biodore^hh  bro- 
ther-in-law, ^aqd  kidjg  of  the  Oftrsgoths ;  and  Who,  by  affum- 
ing  the  pfoteftorihip  of  Ahnaric^  had  it  much  in  his  poWcr 
to'  make  bimfeif  mailer  of  hid  khigdom'aUb.    But  of  this  \fe 
have  already  fpokeh  in  a  former  part  ♦,  to  which  ^efiull  re- 
fer our  readers.    There  was  however  a  perlbn  wHom  he 
-   .  -'        X  fedmed  to  be  appirehcnfive  of,  'and  that  one  of  his  own  family ; 
\but  Wfhetliejr  juitly  or  Wrongflitly,  is- not  eafy  to  dctcrmihc. 
.  This  was  prince  '  HUderiCy  the  ^grandfon  of  Genfiric^  by  the 
pcmctX%Eud6cia*y  who  wais  towcceed  him'in  courfe  to  the 
Makes  his  V^fiddlic  throne^    To  ivard  oflp  thertforc  all  danger  of  change 
fucceffor     from  that  fidej'lie  (Aliged  him.  to'engage  himfelf,  by  the  mrfl 
f^vear  to    folemn  oaths,  not  to^make  ftpy  change  in  the  rdigion  or  go- 
Jollonji)       vernment  he  hsid  been '  all  this  while  taking  *the  prppercft . 
thtm.        ineafuie^  ttf  cftabliftiupoa  the  moft  fdid  foundation,  -  and  by 
no  means  to  be  pffevailed  upon  to  take?  the  leaft  ifep  m  £avoar 
of  the  orthodox,  or  toredall  any  of  the  banlflicd  fcfergy. 
7%rtf/^wia/4rf  having  thus'bkrrid,  as  he  imagined,  all  aihedues 
Dut.        tP  fitiifter  adventures,  fihfflied  his  reign  in  qtdet,  arid  died 
after  ^  reigti  of  26,  others  fay  27  year?  and  four  months^  ia 
the  dty  of  Carthage^  the  royal  refidehce  of  his  pr^deceflbrs, 
ever  fmce^(?^^hV'had  treacherot^fly-got  it"  into  his  poflfef- 
fion ",  .    ,    . 

*         .        iZ/ilO'^iC/e,  who  had  taken  that  folemn  oath  agaioft    « 
ht^^^  'the  orthodox  ^vitH'no  other  vleW  than  to  qtiiet  Thrafamtmd*s   ^ 
Ifthe"^    fufpicioif  abodt  him,  'and  to  prevent  his  taking' any  meafurcs   - 
Vandals,   to  deprive  him  of  the    fueGdri6n,'whilft  he  was   in   his    ' 
A.  D.   *^at-t  refolved  to  recall ^11  the  forviving  exifes,  dnd  to  reftore  ' 
1 24.     them  tp  their  foririer^dignitles  arid  f linftions, '  was  not  a  little  • 
puizled  at  hi*  ftft  c^milig  to  the  ci^owif,  how  to  aft  oonfiileatly  ^ 
with  his  pious  refolutions,  without  incurring  the  guilt  as  well   ^ 
as  the  brand  of  perjury,  and  at  the  fame  time  exafperating    • 
the  powerful  and  vindid^ive  j4rians.     The  conftraint  and  un-    > 
lawfulncfs  of '  the  oath  might,  indeed,  quiet  his  confdence,   > 
and  abfo|ve  himTor  the  breach^pf  it ;'  but  then  he*  had  every   ^ 
thing  "to'^lpar  from  'the  feenuous  and  "defp^rat^  bj^pofitiott  bf  t 
.of!  his  jpjjemj^,  ^as  ;  welt  !as  ^rcin  the*"  w;retched  and'  hMplcfs   ' 
JJh  ^eal    ft^Lte'  to' y  ms:i\  the  optho45?x  were  by  that  time  recjiiqed.  i!*hefe    < 
for  ///^cr-toflfidierAt^Ofts  ^oblig^d  hjui  to  proceed  with, the  utmoft  cau-   5 
thodox,      tiori  and  fecrecy,  'and  to.-fofjwnd  -every  overttaft  which  fiwght   : 
awakenthe  jea*k)ufy  of  flhc'one,  or  the^  fexikftali^  ; 

bther,  dir h^  liad fiVifllf  faftled Mffifelf  on  the thmti^,  attdwas    ; 
.  In  a  coridHToffto  cnf-b' the  power  and  inlblence  of  his  foes^  imd  ; 

*  An^  Hift.  voL  xixr  p.  549,  &  feq[,      ,  ?  PRpeOF..' Victor; 

*ii  al.  iibtfiip,     '  •  '  '       • 
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to  infpirit  his  dcfponding  friends  in  his  and  thplr  own  de- 
fence. 

This  was  prudently  refolvisd,  and  not  morefo  than  iht  His  too 
prefeht  ftate  of  his  kingdom  abfolutely  required.     The  mis-  Jifo/fy  ma^^ 
fortune  was,  that  his  zeal,  whether  excited  by  the  follicitations  ^iAflo  in  . 
of  his  mother,  who  was  a  mqft  zealous  orthodox,  or  by  the  **>^irfa- 
fofferii^gs  and  complaints  of  the  exiled  clergy,  hurried  him*'^^''''' 
away  too  foon  from  his  wife  precautions,  into  an  open  decla- 
ration of  his  defigas,  before  he  had  fufRciently  fecured  him^ 
fcilf  againft  the  oppofitions  of  the  Arian  partifans.     This  was 
by.  a  manifefto,  which  he  caufed  to  be  publifh^,  in  the  moft 
folemn  and  grand  manner,  both  in  the  metropolis  and  other 
parts  of  his  dominions  \  in  which  he  not  only  condemned, 
butdifannuUed  and  repealed,  all  the  afts  and  edifts  of  h^s 
.p^e^eoeflbrs,  arid  efpecially  pf  the  late  Thrajfamund^  either 
jigainft, the  orthodox,  or ^in  favour  dt  Jrianifm\  recalled  all 
tbofe  who  had  been  baniftied  by  him,  and  reflored  them  to  , 
th^ir  ancient  churches,  funftions,  and  privileges,  of  whi^h 
.tfeey  hai  been  deprived  by  him  ^. 

OuK..  readers  will  eafily  imagine  what  furprize  and.Jnill^  Defeaui 
nation  fuch.  an  unexpefted  edift  muft  have  raifed  among  the  hy  GcH- 
whole  Arian  body,  and  what  bitter  reflexions  and  inveftivcs  mtt^the 
they  vented  agaijiifl:  the  author  of  it;.''    But  this  was  far  from  ^*^  ^^/ 
being  the  worft  cfFcft  of  their  refentment,  which  quickly  ^^-"i^r 
broke  out  into  an  opin  rebellion*;  at  tfie^head  wherepf  was  ^^^^^i ' 
one  of  the  princes  of  the  blood,  named  Cilimer,  or,  as  others    •. ; 
write  him,  Gildimer^  a  zealous  flicklei^  for  Arianijbt,  and  no 
lefs  inveterate  an  enemy  to  HUderic^  not  only  on  account  of  ' 
his  friendship  ibr  the  orthodox,  Jbut  of  his  fbftnefs  and  indo-  *  • 
lence ;  which  made  him  negl^ft  the  care  of  his  realm,  and 
command  of  his  army,  and  commit  the  whde  management 
of  both  tp  a  favourite  relation  named  Aimer y  and  by  fome 
Achilles ;  who,  for  that  very  reafon,  was  no  lefs  hateful  to 
,him,   ,.It.  was,  therefore,. n^tutal  for  a  man  of  Cilimer^s  am- 
bi.tio?j*?..^d,enterprifing.fpirlt  to  imagine  that  it  would  be  no 
*  (Kfiicuit  matter  to  have  him  depofed,  or  wrench  ^  the  crown 
from  him  by  force.  \     , 

Accordingly,  we  are  told, by  fojne  ^lif^orians,  .he  found 
paean§  to  ingratiate  himfelf|^yith  his^Vdndalsy  (o  as  to  procure 
his  depofitioa,  in  the  7  th  year  of  his  reign,  and  himfelf  to  J)e 
appointed  his  fucceflbr.  Whilft  pthers..t^ll  .33$,  that  he  obr 
tained  the.crowij  by  forcgjbf  arms,  and  that.^he  purfuedhisi 
trcafcH^  with  fuch  a  defper^te  fuj-y  as  quickly  l)rQU^  tbcxonT 

?  ISJBOR.  PR0e9P..VlCTOR^&  &%  ftp.  Cit»t, 
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^t  Modern  Hijtory  of  B.  XVI. 

tcft  to  a  dccitivc  battle ;  in  which  that  unfortunate  king  was 
defeased,  taken  prifoner,  and  deprived  at  once  of  his  cron^ 
and  liberty,  by  that  fuccefsfal  rebel,  in  the  eighth  year  of  his 
reign.  ^  .  ^ 

This  proved  a  fatal  blow  to  tfcc  orthodox.  Gilimer^  im- 
mediately after  his  viftory,  feized  upon  the  throne,  axid 
caufed  himfelf .  to  be  crowned  at  Carthage^  ordered  the  un- 
happy HUderic  and  all  his  fons  to  be  clofely  imprifoncd,  and 
kept  under  a  ftrong  guard,  and  exercifed  the  moft  cruel  ty- 
rannies, not  only  on  the  recalled  exiles,  but  upon  many  of 
the  orthodox  Fawflti/j,  who  had  been  induced  to  leave  5/tfi«, 
and  to  come  and  fettle  in  that  part  of  Africa^  during  the  late 
reign.  The  churches, were  again  fhut  up,  the  clergy  prOf 
fcribed,  and  ftripped  of  their  benefices  and  revenues  ;  all  the 
former  edifts  in  their  favour  repealed  and  cancelled,  and  new 
ones  ifliied  out  in  favour  of  Jriani/m,  and  the  jifrican  church 
reduced  to  its  loweft  ebb  ;  and  but  too  probably  (as  feefflf 
rightly  obferved  by  the  writers  of  this  long  Vandalic  ufurpa- 
tion  and  tyranny)  as  a  juft  punifhment  for  the  degeneracy  and 
corriiption  of  morals,  which,  to  fhe  diftionour  of  ChriiHa- 
nity,  reigned  among  their  clergy,  as  well  as  laity  j  who,  tho' 
ftrift  and  zealous  in  their  belief,  continued  ftill  downrighi 
Moors  and  heathens  in  their  pfaftice  f. 

But,  be  that  as  it  will,  Gilimer\  triumph  over  it  proved  ^ 
deferved  but  ihort-lived  one ;  and,  to  the  inexpreilible  joy  oi 
the  orthodox,  as  well  as  the  mortification  of  the  Arians.y  wdJ 
foon  after  followed  by  the  total  overthrow  of  the  Vandalic 
power,  and  expulfion  of  that  nation  out  of  Africa.  The  ar- 
bitrary fway  with  which  he  tyrannized  over  his  fubjefts,  and 
the  horrid  oppreffions  and  cruelties,  confifcations  and  banifh- 
ments,  which  made  the  moft  fignal  palt  of  his' reign,  joined 
to  the  loud  complaints  of  the  exiled  clergy,  and  the  ftrenuoas 
foUicitation  of  the  good  old  bifhop  Latusy  who  had  been 
profcribed  and  martyred  ever  fince  the  reign  of  Hnneric  (but 
is  faid  to  have  appeared  to  Jujiinian  the  Roman  emperor,  and 
to  have  determined  him  to  undertake  this  expedition,' by  a 
promife  that  he, fliould. certainly  recover  Africa  from  the  bar- 
'  barian  Vandals)  prevailed  upon  him,  notwithftanding  the 
Perjian  and  other  wars  he  had  then  upon  his. hands,  to  fend 
a  powerful  fleet  and  army  thither,  under  the  conduft  of  tht 
brave  and  fuccefsful  general  Belifarius ;  who  was  for  that  enc 
recalled  fromPf/yJa,  and  appointed  commaijdef  of  that  impor 
Unt  expedition^  .  We  arc,, indeed,  told,  that  he  tried  by  ftw 


t  See  before,  p.  i8,  &  feq* 
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■cms  and  luenJly  emfaaffies  to  mtke  him  rdeafe  thele  noUe 
Gfdfcs  o«t  of  di^  ftojaft  iraprifbnmeQt ;  but  the  ooly  efleft 
tkf  Ind  upas  hzxn,  wis  to  canfe  them  to  be  moredofely  ooa-i 
ioai,  znd  to  crder  die  hated  Jmrr,  who  was  of  that  number, 
to  be  deprived  of  his  eyes.  To  complete  all,  and  to  ihe^ 
kovlctie  he  Talned  his  friendihip,  or  feared  his  refentment^ 
he  at  tkc  hoc  tixne  had  equipped  a  fquadron  agaioft  him, 
vhadE  itxBai  ca  the  city  of  TripoR,  and  the  illaad  of  Sar- 
tag.  Than  which,  if  true,  we  need  not  feek  for  a  more 
CDgcnr  OBacife  to  determine  that  emperor  to  fend  fuch  an  ar- 
■HiiTrHf  3Dd  lb  great  a  general  againfl  him ;  who,  had  he 
ixcBappriied  of  the  wretched  condition  he  was  reduced  to  hj 
ihst  QBc;  iKNild  maft  likely  have  judged  a  fmaller  force  fui- 
fioot  to  diifc  Inm  out  of  his  kingdom,  and  the  VandaU  out 
fi  Afwiem, 

Arr-  dds  wfaik  the  VandnRc  tyrant  was  fo  taken  op  with  hfvmiii 
Us  pfculigcs  oa  the  one  hand,  and  his  perfecutions  on  the  ^  ^** 
eefacr,  deat  he  knew  little  or  noihing  of  thefe  preparations, 
■ridsiwefappofe  thata  blind  £itality  was  pufliing  him  on  to 
fe  rnia;  £ar  when  he  was,  at  length,  apprifed  of  them,  in- 
flead  of  taldiig  the  properell  precautions  againfl  them,  he  fell 
vpoB  iaA  neifiiics  as  pared  his  way  to  it,  and  to  the  enemy's 
{aaA,  and  was  baftening  his  own  fate  by  the  moft  horrid 
t}UBuiLA  and  bloodfhed,  fparing  neither  friends  nor  foes, 
ler  efm  his  own  relations,  upon  the  leafl  furmlfe  or  j^*' 
MsKim  aoacmci  againfl  them ;  fo  that  he  was  now  becooae 
odEns  and  detefled  by  all  his  fubje£ls,  and  much  more  [o, 
v!a,  vpoQ  lus  hearing  of  the  approach  of  Betifarius^  he 
called  diie  unhappy  HiLIfric  ^d  all  bis  children,  his  brother 
Evgrsgrma^  and  others  of  his  near  relations,  whom  he  ha4 
iqst  in  datt  ooofinement  from  the  time  he  gave  him  that  fat4l 
tfPuiLi'jw  wc have  lately  mendoned,  to  be  butch^ed.     Yafl: 
inuuheis  of  his  Vandtds^  who  had  embraced  (b^  orthodoK 
faoA  Aeiflg  tlie  recall  of  the  cathplic  bifhojps,  had  likewife 
dKpafed  dKofeires  into  other  ]»rts  of  Africa^  to  avq^l  the 
Bbe  fes;  and  were  ready  to  join  the  Roman  forces  at  their 
amval ;  w'tSSi  the  far  greater  part  of  even  his  Arians  bad 
by  tins  time  ooncdved  fuch  an  abhorrence  againfl  him,  on 
Axxwint  of  his  tyiaxmical  goremment  and  horrid  cruelut^, 
dot  lixy  had  ndther  heart  nor  will  to  fight  in  his  defence. 

This  was  the  fad  condition  he  had  brought  himfelf  to, 
when  Edifiuius  appeared  upon  the  Cartkaginian  coafls;  and 
ViBmar  knew  too  w^  what  an  enemy  he  had  to  encounter, 
not  tomakealltiieBrc^^ryprppar^iions^ainflhim;  which, 
however,  happily  proved  aiipa^vc,  as  the  event,  fb  difgraceful 

and 
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aod  fatal  to  him,  and  fo  glorious  and  a(iva.atageous  to  his 
vaBtqui(her,  plainly  fliewcd. 
Gilimer^j      Our  narrow  limits  will  not  permit  us  to  enter  into  a  detail 
tHoa  br§'   of  tjils  war,  of  which  the  reader  may  fep  a  full  account  in 
ikirs  de^    Profopius,  who  wy  an  cye-witneft,  and  hath  defcrihed  it  px 
fi^ttd  and  length  in  two  books  ;  as  well  as  ii\  the  other  authors  quotdl 
•^f*'         in  the  margin  *.  It  will  be  fufficient  tof^y,  that  Gilimer  coxii''^ 
mitted  the  management  of  it  to  his  two  brothers,  G.undm^r 
^ndGelamund ;  who  accordingly  attacked  the  Romqns  at  the 
head  of  a  ijumerous  force ;  and,  after  a  flout  ajid^  bloody  con- 
iSft  on  both  fides,  were  defeated  and  flain,  and  their  army 
„  ////  J  totally  routed.     Cilimer,  grown  defperate  at  the  news  of  it, 
eMtagainfi  ^^^^  ^^'  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^'^^  ^^^P^  of  refei've,  with  full  pur- 
iAe0Mcmy;f^^^  to  repew  the  attack  with  the  utmofl  vigour  and  fury; 
'  but  by  his  own  indifcretion  or  ill -fate  loft  the  faireft  Qfi|>Qrr 
.  tunity  of  retrieving  his  affairs,  jnd  overcoming  thepn/emy. 
.For  nofooner  did  they  perceive  Cilmeir,  at  the  head  of  a 
\fy^ ^  frelh  army,  haftening  after  them,  than  they  betook  th^mfelves 
^i^f    t<J flight;  at  the  fight ' of  wjiich  the  leftpf  that  corps. betopk 
^emtin^  ^h^mfelves  to  their  heels;  fo  that  the  grea  toft  p^rt  of  the 
tiftm.        Vreek  army  were  quite  difperfed,  and  fo  far  routed,  .th^tj^  had 
^ilimer  followed  them  clofe,  lie  would  inevitably. '^^fve^ut 
;^5tm  all  in  pieces,  fecured  their,  navy  and  liis  own  uiet^^j^s, 
'atld,^prevented  all  the  difafters  and  misfortunes  tHat  feltupoii 
y^^^^  ^^/him  afterwards.     Inftcad  of  which,  ftumbling  unfortupaj^ly 
y^^^^y^g^ort^- the  body  of  one  of  his  (lain  brothers,  thenglitofit.fliaidc 
put  to        him  lofe  all  thoughts  about  the  enemy ;  and,  Jnfl^^d  pfp"^' 
'  fight  hy     fuing  thena,  he  fpent  part  of  his  time,  in  idle  lanpientat^ons  over 
Belifa-     him,  and  part  in  interring  his  corpfe  with,  fuifiable  ppmp  ^^ 
™**         ^dignity  ;  which  gave  i?^/j/inw/ alj^the  tii^e  he  coula->yi^  ^ 
IraSy  his  run-aways,  and  fall  upon  him.     For  .whilft  that  gc- 
^lerai  was,  with  another  corps,  in  the  heat  of  his  purfiiit  mer  • 
'tlve  fugitive  Vaftdals,  news  was  brought*  to  him  of  the  diforder 
into  which  the  approach  of  Gilimer  had'  thrown  the.  reft  of 
-his  sfrmy.  He  made  all  the  difpatch  he  could  to  get  them  rai- 
ded \  and,  after  a  prpper  reprimand,  led  ihenx  on  agai^ 
;hlm  with  frefh  vigour,  and  found  him  fo  unprepared  to  w^® 
•  fuitable  head  againft  them,  that  they  eaiily  gained  a'npw  and 
'  total  viftory  over  him  f*  Gilimer,  now  feeing  his  affairs  grpwa 
^  quite  defperate,  ^ad  n^r means  left  to  f  aljy  his  troops,  betook 

■   • .    '        '  ' ,   •    "'V,  ^^■■.        .  '    '. 

*  JORNAU.  ubi  fuj).  c.  3^.  Victor.  Uticenf.  1.  iii.j^d&i. 
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Ijumfelf  to  fl^ht ;  but  wa$,  fome  months  after,  redneed  by  (a* 

line  to  furrender  himfelf  to  the  ^om^n  general. 

After  thefe  two  iignal  viftories,  and  the  Vandalic  tyrant 
in  his  hands,  the  Roman  general  found  no  great  difficuhy  to 
jJrive  the  reft  of  that  once-powerful  nation  out .  of  >^*^, 
Jhere  being  now  none  of  the  royal  blood  left,  under  whofe 
jkidard  they  might  again  rejoin,  and  oppofe  hi^  prcfgrfefs  aoy ' 
f  longer.    He  had,  moreover,  taken  care,  from  his' very  firft  Bclifii« 
\  hning,  to  fecure  to  himfelf  the  aiFeftions  both  of  the  j^fri-  r5o»V^- 
.  sansaxiA  Fandals  that  came  over  to  him ;  the  one  by  an  ex-  A'cr  #«/.  , 
jrefs  decree  to  his  troops,  not  to  commit  any  outrages  or  ***^^«- 
plunders  among  them,  under  the  fevereft  penalties ;  and  tht  ^* 
other  by  his  kind  reception  and  treatment  of  them ;  fo  that  he 
not  only  met  with  a  hearty  and  joyful  welcome  from  the  for-       * 
mcr,  but  was  quickly  joined  by  vafi:  multitudes  of  the  latter, 
as  both  had  fo  long  groaned  under  the  fame  tyrannic  ydk^, 
that  they  thought  it  impoffible  to  exchange  it  for  a  worife. 

CARTHAGE  being  then'the  only  place  of  ftreu^th,  Be^  March ts 
Ttfarius  moved  the  next  day  after  the  battle  to  that  metro-  CaWiage, 
polls  with  his  army,  and  reached  it  that  very  evening ;  foimd 
the  gates  pf  it  open  to  him,  and  the  citizens  exprefling  their 
joy  at  his  arrival,  by  bonfires  and  illuminations ;  yet  he  Would 
flot  enter  it  on  that  night,  for  fear  of  fome  ambufh  from  the 
Vandalic  garrifon  ;  who,-  on  their  part,'  were  under  the  utmdl 
conftcrnation^  a.nd  had  taken  refuge  in  their  temples  and  ^    .    , 
other  places  of  fafety.     On  the  fame  day,  his'  fleet  cafne^to  ^T?*^f 
anchor  in  fightof  the  city,  at  the  port  c^tiMandradum }  igl-l^ 
which,  inftead  of  oppofing  their  entrance,  ordered  the  large  ^^'' 
iron  chain,  which  clofed  it,  to  be  taken  down.     In  fhat  place 
was  a  difnval  prifon,  where  vaft  numbers  of  prifoners  of  ftate  RfUaJk  ef 
had  been  confined  by  Cilimer^  and  who  expefted  eyery  hour  *f"ft^^ 
was  to  be  their  laft,  being  wholly  igiKwant  of  wfeat  hid  hj^p-  frifoners. 
pcned  abroad.     To  thefe  th^  Rvmaji,gtntr;i\  paid  i  kitid  vifit, 
which  at  firft  filled  them  with  fear  and' dread ;'  but,  •  Upon  .bis 
aflcing  tbe;pa  at  what  price  they  would  -  be  willing  to  buy  th^i^ 
lives  and  liberties».they  readily  offered  him  their  all.  Vpon  which 
'he  tcdd  themi  that  he  would  exaft  bu^  one  thing  from  thwn 
in  return ;  namely,  that,  when  fet  free,' they  ftiQuldgiVfe  him 
what  afiifta^ice  they  could,  in  cafe  of  need  :  to  which  they- 
.  eagcrly^,agreed•  •  Immediately  after  which,  caufmg  the  gates 
'  to  be  flung  open,*  from  which  theyhad  a  full  profpeft  of  his 
navyi  *nd  'acquainting. them  ,with  the  defign  and'fucods'of 
hiff  ^peditlon,  he  jpyfi^lly  led  them  out  with  him. 

:  ON'the  nextiiay,  he  caufed  his  other  forced  to  diferlibark ; 
and,  having  ranged  thein  with'  the  reft  in  order  of  battle,    . 
%  fear  of  ibmo  mabuib  or  uafor^eca.  ftmt^gem^  began 

"his 
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his  march  towards  the  city,  after  having  ftriftly  forbidden  Hi 

Entry  iff  troops  v>  plunder,  or  offer  any  kind  of  outrage  to  it*    Ac- 

u  Car-     cordingly  he  entered  it  in  triumph,  without  the  leaft  oppofit 

thagiB;       tion^  and,  proceeding  to  the  royal  palace,  took  pofleffion  of 

Cilimcr'^s  throne,  and  foon  after  of  aM  his  immenfe  wealth  and 

4jrt««  9n    treafm-e  j  cai^ed  all  the  churches  to  be  rellored  to  the  ortho- 

U€thrme  j^^^  ^j  the' Vandals  to  take  the  oaths  to  the  Roman  em- 

A^faf^'  P^^^^-    ^^^  ^^  principal  care  was  to  caufe  the  walls  and  for- 

G^mer.   ^ifications  of  the  city,  which  had  been  fo  neglefted  by  the 

Fandal  fvinccs  that  a  great  part  of  them  were  gone  to  ruin,  to 

^    be  rebuilt  with  all  poffible  fpeed ;  whofe  orders  were  fo 

punftually  executed,  that,  when  the  unfortunate  GiRm^  was 

broujght  prifoner  to  him,  and  beheld  them  in  that  ftrpng  and 

beautiful  condition,  he  could  not  forbear  repining  at  his  late 

folly  and  ftupidlty,  thinking  it  impoflible,   in  fo  fliort  a 

time,  to  have*  put  them  in  fuch  a  flate  of  defence  agatnft  the 

Romans i  and  feeking  fafety  out  of  them  **. 

GXm^r        All  this  while  that  unhappy  prince  had  been  endeavouring 

fus  in      .to  annoy  the  Romans,  with  petty  hoftilitles,  and  by  hiring  thfc 

main/br    Moors  to  bring  him  all  their  ftragplers  and  marauders,  at  fo  much 

^*'-         lahejrfi    He  had  likewife  tried  in  varn  to  get  frefti  fuccours 

from  Theudisy  king  of  the  Goths  in  Spahy  the  Moorijh  princes, 

.  and  other  ftates  q(  Africa ;  to  all  whom  he  fent  fplendid  em- 

baflies,  under  pretence  erf"  joining  with  them  in  an  alliance 

agaiuft  the  Romans.     But  the  misfortune  was,  that  Theiidis 

was  already  too  well  acquainted  with  his  defperate  flate,  fh 

fpight  of  all  the.falfe  glofles  he  put  upon*  it,  to  venture  any  rf 

his  troops  into  Africa^  to  fall  a  prey  to  the  conquering  enc 

'my.     And  as  to  the  moort/b  chiefs,  Belifarius  had  taken  fuch 

care  by  that  time  to  gain  the  greateft  part  of  them  over  to  his 

fide,,  and  to  get  hoftages  fropi  them  for  their  ftrift  adherence, 

JUtalis  Bis  that  few  of  them  dafed  to  give  him  the  kaft  aififtance.    Bb 

hnfhir    *  Igft  refuge,  therefore,  was  to  recall  his  brother  Tzafon  from 

Jhm  Sar-  hj^  ^ Sardinian  conquefts  to  his  afliftance ;  who  made  all  pof- 

**"^      Vfiljle  ^ifpatch  to  fail  back,  and  joined  his  fmall  army  on  the 

plajns  ci  Bulla,  on  the  confines  of  Mauritania. 

Theiii  firfl  meedng,  Procopius  tells  us,  aflbrded  fuch  a 
Whm^        mournful  fcene  as  would  have  drawn  tears  even'from  an  ene- 
^'^'^fyl    jny,  and  quickly  fpread  itfclf  through  both  armies ;  pardca- 
matmg.     larly  the  newly  arrived  one,  imong  whoih  almoft  every  en- 
quiry, after  their  neareft  friends  and  relations,  was  anfwercd 
with  the  news  of  their  being  ejthpr  Jlain  or  taken  prifoners. 
rXWs  difinal  account  was  foon  followed  by  a  mutual  refolu- 
.  flon  toxhake  o'nc'itfdre  defperate  attempt  to  regahi  thefr  loft 

•       '     '    -J»  Id.ib.  I.i.  p.  25. .  Vid.  5:  al.  fnp.  citat 
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kingdom^  and  to  make  a  bold  attack  upon  that  new-fortified  Rrf^i  iw 
metropolis,  if  but  to  retrieve  their  captives  out  of  the  Romans  ^^V 
hands.    For  as  to  CiSmer^  he  betrayed,  upon  this  occafion,  Carthage- 
fcch  pulilanimity  as,  joined  to  the  horrid  murders  and  xru- 
!  dties  tbcy  were  told  he  had  committed  during  thdr  abfence, 
rather  infpired  them  with  horror  and  contempt,  than  ardour 
to  fight  for  him.     However,  as  Gilimer  did  not  fo  much  de- 
pend upon  their  zeal  and  courage,  as  upon  his  own  policy,  he 
did  not  doiibt  of  fucceeding  in  it,  by  bribing  their  auxiliaries 
to  his  intereft.    He  accordingly  attempted,  ahd  prevailed 
with  thofe  whom  he  knew  to  be  highly  difcontented,  to  turn 
thdr  arms  againft  the  RomanSy  on  the  next  attack  he  made 
againft  them,  by  afluring  theni  that  they  would  be  joined  by 
aUhis  j^rianFattdalsyZAd  other  male-contents.  Beli/hrius  vizs 
not  without  fome  apprehenfions  from  thefe  two  quarters; 
which  made  him  the  more  watchful  over  them ;  and  partly  by 
making  an  example  of  one  of  the  latter,  and  partly  by  the 
moft  generous  engagements  to  the  former,  prevented  all  fur- 
ther confequences  of  that  confpiracy.     This  made  him,  hcny-  Beliiaria* 
ever,  conclude  it  more  expedient  to  lead  his  forces  out  againft  isxar^^itf- 
the  enemy,  than  to  truft  too  far  to  the  fortifications  of  the  gainft  th 
place,  or  the  fidelity  of  the  citizens;  and,  having  animated  Vandals, 
them  by  a  fuitable  fpeech,  marched  at  their  head  againft  the 
VandaKc  army  ".     Gilimer  and  his  brother  Tzafon  were  not 
tardy  on  their  part,  in  ufing  all  proper  means  to  infpire  their 
forces  with  courage  and  loyalty  on  this  important  crifis.  Both 
fides  came  foon  to  a  decifive  blow,  in  which  the  RomanSy  coo- 
frary  to  their  ufual  forefight,  were  furprifed  by  the  Vandals 
juft  as  they  were  pr^eparing  themfelves  for  dinner,  inftead  of 
fighting,  and   had  fcarce  time  enough   to  arm  themfelves 
againft  them.     The  onfet,  however,   was  furious  on  both 
fides ;  the  right  and  left  wings  of  the  Vandalic  army,  confift-  fyg^atg 
ing  chiefly  of  M^or/,  were  commanded  by  their  own  chiefs;  ^^<,/^ 
the  center  confifted  of  Vandals,  whom  Gilimer  had  forbidden  armies^ 
to  ufe  either  bow  or  fpear,  or  any  other  weapon  but  their 
fwords  ;  and  his  brother,  with  his  own  troops,  clofed  up  the 
rear.    A  fmall  namelefs  river  parted  the  armies  ;  over  which  They  en» 
Beli/arius  difpatched  one  of  his  brave  captains,  at  the  head  of  gage  ivitt 
a  fufficient  corps,  to  begin  the  onfet,  who  was  twice  r^ulkdg''eat/uf^ 
by  the  enemy ;  but  returning  a  tliird  time,  with  a  ftronger 
force,  and  the  pretorian  ftandard  with  him,  a  dreadful  flaugh- 
ler  foon  cnfued  on  both  fides  ;  in  which  the  brave  Tzazon^  Tzazoa 
who  fought  with  defperate  bravery,  was  flain,  with  about  %oo  Jlain. 
of  his  choiceft  men,  and  the  reft  were  put  to  flight.  TJie  Ro* 


■  pROcop.  ubifup,  1.  ii.  c.  1.  &  feq. 
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mams.  loft  only  50  of  theirs ;  when,, towards  eyjtnin'gi Beli^ 
riuSf  moving  forward  with  all  fp^ed^  at.  the  head  of  his  ar;ny^' 
fcllfuddcnly  on  the  Fa«4«/^V  camp;  which  Cilimerno  fboneii: 
Gilimer^i  underftood,    than  he  mounted    his  hor^e,   attended  onl| 
JBame/ul    [jy  ^  few,  anjd,  without  flaying  to  give  any  farther  orders  tcf' 
i"i^'        his-  army,  galloped  away  towards  Numidia,  in  the  utm(rf? 
confterofttioa  and-  dread..  His  flight  was  not  prefently  kno^vfl^ 
among  his  troops ;  but,  when  it  was,  it  fpread  fuch  an  u^tJ- 
^  wrfal  confoCon  and  panic,  that  they  abandoned  their  camjA 
to  the  Romans  y  who  had  now  nothing  left  to  do  but  tcnplii^' 
der  It  of  all  its  we^th  and  riches ;  and»  not  contented  wi^;^ 
t|iat,  mdlTacred  every  Vandal  they  found  in  it,  and  madetil^ 
Women  captives.         '    .  '  •  ."* 

This  laft  defeat  put  at  once^  a  total  end  to  the  Vandaf^ 
power  in  Africa^  and  left  the  Romans  once  more  m^fter&^ 
that  rich  country,  and  of  ah  immenfe  wealth,  and  a  vaft  nua; 
bcr  of  prifoners.  A^  for  the  reft  of  the  Va^idalic  inhabit^t^ 
thofe  were  permitted  to  reinain  'mfiatu  quo,  on  condition  thai 
they,  who  were  ftill  iafedfed  wi4ii  the  j^rian  herefy,  ftioull 
embrace  the  orthodox  faith.  It  is  time  now  to  give  our  rc% 
ders  a  (hort  account  of  Gilimer's  fad  cataftrophe. 

That  pufilanimous  prince  was  foon  informed  of  thet<Jt* 
tal  overthrow  of  his  army,  aad  the-irretrievable  condition  0 
his  affairs,  being  chiefly  owing  to  his  hafty  flight ;  which  Ms^' 
prefence  might  have  prevented,  or,  at  leaft,  given  him  a  fair 
opport;unity  to  rally  his  men,  and  fall  fuddenly  on  the  enem}' 
whilft  they  were  taken  up  in  the  plunder  of  his  camp ;  i 
which  cafe  he  might,  in  all  probability,  have  cut  the  greatcf 
part  of  them  in  pieces,  and  recovered  his  capital.     Th^ 
dread   of  which   gave  Belifarius,   who   knew  not  of  hii| 
flight,  fo  much  uneafinefs,  that  it  kept  him  awake  all  thatf 
night ;  and,  as  foon  as  the  day  appeared,  he  left  his  tent,  ad 
Turfuid     fet  about  recalling  his  men  to  due  order.     It  was  then  tha)i 
iJ^Bclifa-  h«  was  informed  of  the  king's  flight ;  upon  which  he  loft  n< 
tius.  time  to  go  in  purfuit  of  him  as  far  as  the  city  of  Hippo,,  diftani 

about  ten  days  journey  from  Carthage.  Here  he  was  toldw 
FUiitoa  that'  the  fugitive  prince  had  already  gained  the  Pappu(t$ 
htghmoun-  mountain ;  where  he  would  find  it  impoffible  to  con^e  at  hifflj* 
It  being  almoft  inacceifible  by  its  height  atid  mggednefs,,  in- 
habited by  Moors  in  friendfhip  with  him,  and  he  fhut  up  i*| 
the  antient  town  oiMedemus,  fituate  on  the  top  of  it.  Where- ^ 
fore,  being  unwilling  to  lofe  his  prifoner  on  one  hand,  aa(f 
afraid  on  the  other  to  be  fo  long  atbfent  from  his  capital,  a* 
the  fiege  of  that  place  would  require,  and  winter  coming  oti<'  j 
he  committed  theconduft  of  it  to  one  of  hisexperienc^  of:  j 
fleers,  named  Pharasi  a  man  of  great  courage  and  fidelity, 

S  .  with 
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mtb  orders  to  fhut  up  all  the  avenues  to  the  icmti^  to  pre- 
vent  any  proviiions  beiog  brought  to,  or  letters  or  mefliages 
from  him.    Before  his  departure  fr<Mn  this  fea-port,  he  had 
die  good  fortune  to  be  put  in  pofleflion  of  an  immenfe  deal: 
of  wealth,  which  Gilinur  had  ordered  to  foe  tranfported  from 
itbeoce  to  Spain^  but  was  driven  back  by  contrary  winds,  and 
helped  to  complete  that  prince's  misifortunes ;  who  being 
tben  kept  clofely  befieged,  with  his  fiAer,  his  neareft  reta- 
ins and  friends,  on  the  top  of  a  barren  mountain,  and  defti<- 
tote  of  all  fupplies  from  abroad,  mufi  foon  be  reduced  from 
ibcir  higheft  degree  of  luxury  to  the  moft  exceflive  want  of  ^fi  ^fi^* 
bll-ncccflaries  of  life.     For  PharaSy  having  been  repulfed  by  ^^^f  "*' 
the  Moors  in  every  attempt  he  had  made  to  gain  the  top  of  ^^^^^ 
die  mountain,  with  lofs,  having  no  other  means  left  ot  re- 
ining them  but  by  famine,  kept  all  the  pafles  to  it  foclofely 
gnarded,  that  no  kind  of  relief  could  poffibly  be  conveyed  to 
mem ;  and,  as  foon  as  he  was  apprifed  of  their  diftrefs,  wrote 
glDoft  friendly  and  pathetic  letter  to  him,  earnefUy  exhorting 
nimto  extricate  himfelf  and  his  from  their  prefentmiiery^  by  Exhorttd 
p  fubmiiSve  furrender  of  himjfelf  to  the  noble  and  generous  tofumn- 
\telifarms.   He  was,  however,  highly  furprifed  at  theflrange-  ^^* 
\vd%  of  the  anfwcr  he  received  from  him  ;  in  which,  on  the  hut  refufis 
l^hand,  he  utterly  decli  ,?d  his  friendly  advice,  and,  on  the  to  do  it* 
(Other,  concluded  with  the  mofl  fubmiflive  requefl,  that  he 
^ould  fo  far  pity  his  great  diflrefs  as  to  fend  him  a  loaf  ov  Mournful 
I  BREAD,  A  spuNGE,  AKD  A  LUTE.     Pharos  was  not  a  little  requtft* 
iprieved  at  his  refolution,  but  was  ftill  more  puzzled  at  the  odd*  » 

aefsof  his  requeft,  till  explained  by  the  meflenger  in  words  to 
.this  effect ;  that  the  king  had  not  tajied  any  baked  bread Jince-hU 
arrival  en  that  mountain ^  and  earncjlly  longed  to  eat  morfel  of 
it  before  he  died :  thefpunge  he  'wanted  to  allay  a  tvmour  that 
%as  fallen  upon  one  of  his  eves  :  and  the  lute,  on  'which  h^  had 
karned  to  play,  was  to  afjifi  him  in  fettingfome  elegiac  verfez  ' 

ht  bad  compofed  on  the  fuhjeEi  of  his  misfortunes  to  afuitabk 
tune.    The  good  Herulean,  who  could  not  refrain  from  teart^ 
"^  this  mournful  report,  did  not  make  -him  wait  long,  but 
immediately  difpatched  the  meflenger  with  the  things  re- 
quefted. 

GILIMER  had  fpent  near  three  winter  months  on  thaC 
i&hofpitable  mountain,  his  mifery  ftill  hardening  him  the  more^ 
^^nft  the  thoughts  of  furrendering,  when  a  melancholy 
fene  in  his  own  family  prefented  itfelf  to  his  view,  which  at 
once  reconciled  him  to  it.  It  was  a  bloody  ftruggle  between 
'  two  boys,  the  one  hi^  fifl^r's  fon,  about  aflat  hit  of  dt)ugh 
toon  the  coals  ;  which  the  one  feized  on,  burning  hot  as  it  ' 

^^i  and  clapped  it  into  his  mouth,  and  the  other,  by  dint 

of 
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«  of  blows,  forced  it  out,  and  aft  it  from  him ;  which  might  havo 

coded  fatally  for  both,  had  he  not  i'nterpofed.     The  fight  of 
Surrenders  this  made  fo  deep  an  impref&on  On  him,  that  he  tmmedi- 
t9  Pharas.  ajtely  difpatched  a  meflenger  to  Pharasy  acqnainting  him  that 
he  was  now  ready  to  furrender  himfclf,  his  men,  and  aH  bis 
efiefts,  on  the  conditions  he  had  offered  him,  as  foon  as  he 
was  aflured  that  they  were  embraced  by  Belifarius.     Phardr 
loft  no  time  to  get  them  ratified,  and  fent  back  to  hhn  ;  and 
gladly  condufted  him  and  his  retinue  to  Belija'fius's  head* 
quarters.     Where,  upon  his  approaching  that  general,  we  arc*; 
told,  he  broke  out  into  a  loud  fit  of  laughter,  which  was  va-*' 
rioufly  interpreted;  but  was  moft  probably  owing  to  ad^«' 
rlum,  occafioned  by  fo  long  a  feries  of  misfortunes.     Be^* 
Brought     rius,  however,  gave  him  a  reception  fuitable  to  his  dignity ; 
P^Mj^  /«  and,  having  fettled  his  Carthaginian  affairs,  fet  fail  with  hiai^ 
Conftan-   forConftantinopie  with  the  firfl  fair  wind  ;  and  at  his  arrival! 
^"*^P  ^'     prefented  him  to  the  emperor  Jujiinian,  with  all  the  Immenfei 
riches  he  had  brought  away  from  Africa.     The  unhappy  t7f-' 
livfier  was  introduced  to  him,  laden  with  golden  chains,  lu^ 
crown  upon  his  head,  his  eyes  gufhing  out  floods  of  tears,  anl 
his  heart  breaking  out  into  the  deepcft  groans,  which  ntteriy 
choaked  up  his  words  ;  fo  that  he  could  only  repeat,  in  bro- 
ken accents,  the  words  of  the  wife  man,  vanitas  vanitatvm, 
h  omnia  vanitas  ♦.   Having,  at  lerjgth,  recovered  himfelf,  he 
begged  of  the  emperor,  in  the  moft  fubmiffive  terms,  that  his 
life  miglijt  be  fpared  ;  which  was  readily  granted  him,  toge- 
ther with  a  handfomc  yearly  penfion  for  him  to  live  as  a  pri- 
vate gentleman.     But  his  mind  and  heart  were  too  unfettid 
and  broken  to  enjoy  long,  much  lefs  relifh,  the  fweets  of  a 
His  death,  private  ftate.     So  that  growing  daily  more  and  more  unatie 
534.      to  bear  the  grievous  weight  of  his  difgrace,  guilt,  and  fhajnev 
he  died  there  of  grief,  in  the  5  th  year  of  his  unhappy  reigo, 
and  the  firft  after  his  captivity.     Thus  Jfricahcing  free4 
from  the  Vandalic  yoke,  after  having  groaned  under.it,  ac- 
cording to  the  beft  authors,  the  fpace  of  1 17  years,  was  onc^i 
more  reduced  to  the  obedience  of  the  Greek  emperors,  and  go* 
verned  by  their  generals  or  prefefts,  as  we  have  fhe^vn  in  od 
Orthodox   antient  hiftory  o.     By  this  change,  however,  affairs  of  reli* 
re/tortd.     gj^j^  j-qqJ.  ^  more  favourable  turn,  the  baniftied  bifhops  anl 
clergy  were  recalled,  arfd  gladly  returned  to  their  refpeftiv^ 
charges.    The  churches  were  again  opened-,  the  ecclefiaftical 
revenues  reftored  injiatu  quo,  and  Arianifm  baniflied  from  that 
country, 

*  Ecclef.  i.  i>.  •  Vol  xvi.  p.  620.  &  feq.  xix.  332. 
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It  ti^'iSis  not  long,  however,  before  the  profperous  ftate  of  ^«v  r^ 
the  orthodox,  as  well  as  the  tyranny  of  the  Gre^k  prefects,  'oohra^ftd 
'occafioned  a  new  revolt  among  the  idolatrous  Moors ;  whiph  h  '^' 
^Ws  like  to  have  proved  as  fatd  to  Chriftianity,  as  the  Vanda-^  Moors, 
^jfe  tyranny  had  been;  Infomuch  that  Juftiniati  was  agaia     "^'  ^ 
^^bliged  to  difpat<:h  thither  one  of  his  befl  generals,  named  So- 
^,hmmy  an  eunuch ;  who,  by  his  valour  and  conduft,  quickly 
vjreduced,  and  kept  them  quiet  for  a  fliort  time ;  that  is,  tiU 
hjiewty  provoked  by  the  ill  treatment  of  the  G reeks ,  they  fell 
jjjpon  him,  as  the  author  or  cncourager  of  it,  and  maflacrcd 
jJlBni  two  years  after  his  arrival*    The  emperor,  on  the  news 
^  of  it,  fent  thither  a  relation  of  his,  named  AriobindaSy  in  qua- 
i^lityof  aproconful;  who  was  fcarcely  feated  in  his  govern- 
\  jment,  before  he  was  murdered  by  Gundtbtmdus^  one  of  tibe 
jSate  Solomon's  Captains,  who  was  then  at  the  head  of  the  • 
Srmy ;  but  was  foon  after  defeated  and  put  to  deafh  by^r- 
^JabaneSy  a  Per/tan^  Jriobtndas*s  fucceffor.     By  this  means 


t  i»cept  that  the  Gauls  in  Spain  feized  on  feveral  confiderablc- 
L  jikces  on  the  Mediterranean  coaft ;  of  which  we  Ihall  give  an 
J^count  in  its  proper  place  P. 

j .  All  this  while,  however,  the  Vandals  were  not  fo  totally 
\  deftroyed,  nor  the  Moors  fo  thoroughly  reduced,  but  that  vaft 

S'  .Jaainbers  of  the  former  were  difperfed  amongft  the  latter,  and 
ready  to  join  forces  againft  the  Greeks^  upon  the  leaft  proba- 
bility of  fuccefs  ;  which  occafioned  great  uneafinefi^  in  them,  Arabs /V- 
imd  in  all  probability  encouraged  the  plundering  Arabs  and  *vade  and 
%LracenSt  wKo  had   already  invaded  Syria,  Palejliney  znd  pl^^der  it. 
^gypt,  to  penetrate  ftill  farther  towards  thefe  parts,  and  who      544» 
Accordingly,  at  that  jun<5ture,  came  pouring  in  like  a  torrent; 
and  having  defeated  the  prefeft  Gregory,  not  only  drove  the 
^reek  forces  out  of  it,  and  made  themfelves  mafters  of  all  that 
itful  traft,  under  the  Khalif  Omar,  as  we  have  (hewn  at 
je  in  our  Antient  Hiftory  ^ ;  but,  by  degrees,  enlarged  their, 
iquefts  on  that  continent  much  farther  than  the  Romans 
I  ever  done. 

This  dreadful  and  irrefiftible  inundation  foon  wrought,  as     5472 
iy  be  naturally  fuppofed,  a  coniiderable  change  in  the  y^ri- 
government  where-ever  itfpread  itfelf ;  efpeciaUy  among 
le  Jfricdn  natives,  who   had  continued  ftrangers  to  the      • 
Wight  of  tlie  Roman  and  Vandajic  yoke,  knew  no  fubjeftion 

'  PRocop.^&a1.  fup.  citat,  9  Vol.  xvii.  p.  26.  &fcq< 

j^vol.  i.  p.  498,  &feq. 
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to  any  but  their  owa  natural  chiefs,  and  could  lU  brook^ 
of  t\it.  Arabian  cheyks.    At  the' fame  titne  the  Khalif  ( 
who  was  by  his  vaft  conquefts  and  fuccefles  become  es 
ingly  powerful,  (ent  his  general  Amru  to  ccxiquer  the  w^ 
part  of  Africa  \  who  marched  thither  at  the  head  of  a  | 
ful  army ;  or,  as  others  affirm,  detached  thither  Ok 
Nafr^  or,  as  others,  write  him,  Occuba  ben  Nafic,  with  24 
men  on  that  expedition ;  who  accordingly  made  himfetf  i 
ter  of  all  the  country  between  Barka  and  Zanveilah,  an<f 
.  ^ged  the  people  to  pay  the  fame  tribute  which  they  had  j 
to  the  Gr^ek  emperor's  prefefts.  Some  add,  that  Amru  I 
l^gyr^i^g^  temple  or  moik  there  at  AlFoftad^ ;  and  fome  add  the( 
<afitalof  Kdyrwauy  or  Cairavan,  more  corruptly  Cairvan  and 
VfdTii  about  30  miles  diftant  from  Tunis i  and  anciently  t^ 
the  capital  of  Cyrenaica  '.    It  was  afterwards  demolifli< 
order  of  the  Khalif  Moaiviyah,  and  a  new  one  built  ne 
Fatemite  which  afterwards  became  the  reiidence  of  the  Fatermte  \ 
dynafty      Ufa,  who  conquered  the  whole  province,  and  made  it  1 
fiwided.     pjtal  of  it.    We  have  elfewhere  pven  an  account  of  j 
fchifmatics,  as  they  were  termed  by  the  other  weftemsj 
the  caufe  of  that  fatal  rupture  S  which  gave  occafion 
founding  of  this  new  dynafty,  in  oppofition  to  that 
AlbbaJJides^  who^  on  that  account,  have  never  called  it  I 
other  name  than  that  oiObeidite^  from  Obeu^aHah^  its  foi 
but  never  by  that  of  Fatemite^  whofe  declared  enemy | 
have  always  profefled  themfelves  as  long  as  it  continu 
being,  as  the  reader  may  remember  from  the  account  we 
given  of  their  mutual  wars  in  the  former  volume  lately  < 
ed  ".    For  which  reafon  we  fhall  avoid  repeating  any  mo 
it  here,  than  barely  and.neceflarily  rdates  toour  pudcni 
tory  of  this  province  of  Africa  Proper*  i 

Obcid'al-     ^^^  ID*  ALL  AH  took  upon  hUnfelf  the  fumame  or  j 
lah  Al      of  AlMohdi^  or  Al  Mahedi,  or  direftor,  the  better  to  fuj 
Mohdi,     his  new  dignity  of  Khalif;  which  he  founded  on  a 
tfiKJba£/,onal  prophecy  of  Mohammed,  that  at  the  aid  of  300  ] 
(from  the  Hejra)  the  funjhould  rife  out  of  the  nuefi.     Ao 
ingly,  we  are  told,  that  he  began  to'fignalize  hhnielf  in 
part  dl  Africa  about  the  year  296,  or  298,  and  drove  the  4 
drinfts  out  bites,  who  had  feated  th^nfelves  diere^  and  in  SicUy^  uiuk 
the  Agla-  Khalifat  of  Moktqfi,  out  of  the  latter,  andobl^ed  themi 
bites.       tire  into  Egypt ;  whilft  he,  extending  his  oonqudls  overl 


910. 


'  See  before,  vol.  i.  p.  498,  &  feq.  •  See  Anc.  Hift.i 

xviii.  p,  133.  «  See  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  515.  vol.  I,  if  I 

feq.  ?  Ibid.p.  i24,&fi^^ 
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trhole  pio^cc^  then  called  from  its  weftern  fitnatloa  Ma§^ 
Ikrcbi,  did  apply  that  prophecy  to^himfelf,  andfet  up  the  next 
Jrcar  iac  a  fecond  prophet  or  direAor^  and  took  the  name  and        > 
dde  of  Kk^il  Al  Mohdi  ""•    He  made  Kairman  the  place  of 
liis  rciideQce^  and  capital  of  his  dominions^  Hirhilft  he  \(ras 
layii^  the  foundations  of  a  more  opulent  one  near  it,  and  qq 
tiie  fame  coaft,  which  he  de£gned  to  call  by  his  new  furname 
Mohdi  or  Mohedid ;  but^  not  living  to  fee  it  finiihed^  left  it  to  - 
be  done  by  his  fon  and  fucceflbr;  who,  upon  that  account, 
.fnrcbably.  claimed  to  himfelf  the  title  of  Mohdi,  and  the  ho- 
floar  of  founding  the  Fatemite  dynafty,  and  is  accordingly  ac- 
.  knowl^ed  as  fuch  by  feveral  Arabic  Writers ;  though  the  reft 
afiaribe  both  to  his  father  (X). 

We  have  already  given  an  accoutit  of  his  other  conquefts  av  con^ 
tod  exploits  both  in  ^rica  and  Sicily ^  and  more  particularly  quefts,  ani 
la  Egypt i  under  his  fuccefsful  general  Hdhafah ;  his  redu£tion/^/i(« 
4)f  the  two  famed  cities  of  Barka  and  Atexdndria,  as  well  as  of    93  Jt  - 
his  laft  defeat,  and  being  forced  to  abandon  that  kingdom  by 
ifae  fuperior  forces  of  the  Khalif  Mektader  ^;  by  which  the 
t«ader  may  judge  of  the  excefs  of  power  and  grandeur  to 
HFhich  he  had  raued  his  new  kingdom.  He  reigned,  accord!^ 
to  the  beft  authorsj  24  years^  a^  died  in  the  63d  yeaJ:  of  his 

^  Ste  ibid.  p.  517,  &  feq*  y  Ibid^  p,  519,  tc  feq« 

(X)  We  have  had  frequent  oc-  the  fumaitie  of  Moiedif  in  otdtt 
cafion,  thro' the  whole  hiflory  of    to  appropriate  the  traditional            ^ 

th^  Khalifs,  both  of  Baghdad,  {Jrophecy  mentioned  in  the  tez(               \ 

XiifwanfZni  Egypi,  tomtnxiou  above, 

tbe  difienanck  there  is  between  We  iball,  therefore,  aveid 

{k^  Arabic  writers,  aiid  hew  dif-  clogging  this  hiftory  with  need^ 

ficaltft  is  to  reconcile  tfaem,eVea  lefs  repetitions,   and  vain  at- 

h  fome  of  the  grandcft  points  tempts  to  reconcile  tfaofe  dtf^ 

nlaung  to  them ;  and|  with  re-  fcrences,  and  (hall  once  for  aU    ' 

ft  to  this  Khalif  we  are  now  here  remind  our  carious  read* 
aking  of,  we  find  the  like  ,  ers,  that  We  have,  in  all  fach 

jfagreemetit,  not  oiily  with  re-  difputed  cafes,  endeavoured  to 

.  jttion  td  his  pedigree  (i),  but  follow  the  moft  probable  iidei 

ifttotit  \k\%  conqdcft  of  this  pro-  and  that,  if  any  thing  occnif         ' 

Vhice,  and  his  being  the  foun-  either  by  way  of  conlirmatioii 

der  of  this  dynafty ;  the  honour  or  confutation,  it  will  be  takett 

ef  both  which  fome  of  them  proper  notice  of  in  the  fupple- 

ghrt  to  his  fon  and  fucceflbr  ment,  whicli  we  have  promifed 

Abu'lCaffim ;  who  did  adually  elfewhere  to  fubjoin  at  the  end 

arrogate  it  to  himfelf,  as  well  a^  of  this  work  (2).    - 

•   (i)  Set  Itfirt,  «•/.  il. >.  Cf  8,  &  D'Berhilat  BUlittb,  Orient,  fuh  we.  Oheid*^ 

iU  tf  maoi,  «r  ^.  ibi  dtsi.    w  su ««/.  iii.  /.  33s,  &  671,  &fif. 

L  %  age| 
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age,  and  the  3a2d  of  the  H^ra  * ;  which  was  the  firft  of  die 
khalifat  of  Al  Radi  at  Baghdad. 
Al  Kay-       He  was  fuccecded  by  his  cldeft  fon  Jbu'l  Kajfem  Mohammed^ 
em,  id,     who  then  took  the  furnameof  JlKayemMohdi.  Hehadfigna- 
Khalif-      lized  himfelf  in  war  in  his  father's  reign ;  who  had  fent  him 
into  Egypt  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  100,000  men,  where  he 
His  con-     had  gained  fome  viftories  againft  the  Magnebians,  and  over- 
que/t,  and  ruQ  a  cpnfiderable  part  of  that  rich  country.     He  was,  how- 
^eat,  in   ^^^^^  ^^  length  totally  defeated,  and  forced  to  abandon  all  his 
KgyP^*      conquefts,  by  the  fuperior  forces  of  Khalif  M?/^^^rdI?r,  in  the 
308th  year  of  the  Hejrah,   When  he  came  to  the  khalifat,  he 
thought  fit  to  conceal  his  father's  death  for  a  while,  for  fomc 
reafons  of  ftate,  which  the  Arabic  writers  have  not  thought 
fit  to  tranftriitj  fome  of  them  fay  a  whole  year ;  and  was  at 
laft  proclaimed  Khalif  in  his  capital,  and  reigned  12  years) 
during  which  time  we  read  of  nothing  memorable,  except  the 
Confpirid  revolt  which  was  raifed  by  one  Tezid  ebn  Condaty  of  the  trib« 
^f^i^fi  h  of  Zendl,  a  ma.n  of  mean  extraftion,  but  who  was  become  by 
Ytzid.       ^j^jg  ^jjj^g  chancellor,  and  in  very  great  power  under  him ;  m 
which  he  was  fupported  by  fuch  aftrong  party,  that  the  Kha- 
lif was  bbliged  to  fhut  himfelf  up,  and  fortify  himfelf  in  the 
'  caftle  of  Mobedia,    Tezid  was  then  at  the  head  of  a  powerful 
army,  by  the  help  of  which  he  foon  reduced  the  capital  of 
Kayrivan,  the  cities  ofJlRakkadaznd  Tunis,  together  withfe- 
.  veral  other  fortrefles.    He  -^as  no  lefs  fuccefsful  in  defeating 
a  confiderable  number  of  troops,  which  AlKayem  had  raifed 
and  fent  againft  him  to  flop  his  progrefs;  over  whom  Ke 
gained  a  complete  viftory,   aiccompanied  with  a  dreadful 
Clofely  he-  daughter  of  them ;  after  which  he  led  his  forces  direftly  to 
fieged  in    the  caftle  where  he  lay  intrenched,  and  befieged  him  <;Jofdy 
bis  capita/,  for  feven  months;  by  which  time  he  was  reduced  to  fuch 
flrerghts,  for  want  of  provifions,  that  he  muft  have  been 
„  forced  to  furrendef,  or  be  ftarved,  when  death  put  an  end  to 

Hts  death,  j^jg  anxiety  and  reign,  in  the  12th  year  of  his  khalifat,  in  tht 
^^^'  334^1^  of  the  Hefrdy  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  martial  fj)U 
Succeeded  tf^^^^U  whom  he  had  nominated  to  be  his  heir;  who  took 
^  Al  *  /  upon  him  the  title  or  furname  of  Al  Manfury  and  quickly 
Manfur  ;  after  his  accefHon  fevercly  revenged  the  aifrpnt  offered  to  his 

father  by  the  traitor  Tezid  ». 

nuho  raifes     ^^  MANSUR,  however,  thwight  proper  to  conceal  his 

thejtege  o/'father's  death  for  fome  months,  whilft  he  was  privately  mak- 

Hscapitalyi^g  all  proper  preparations  to  fall  upon  the  rebels  vdth  a  fof- 

ficient  force  to  put  an  end  to  that  revolt.    He  proved  fo  fuc- 

«See  before,  vol.i.  p.  555,  k  note(C).    ^        *  Abv'ifb^* 
4r  AlMakxn.  fub  lihmael. 
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cfsfiil  in  it»  that  he  obliged  Tezid  to  raife  the  iiege  of  MMi^  and  defeats 
ocMohedia ;  which  he  entered  in  triumph  the  fame  year ;  and,  fte  rebfk- 
in  the  following,  gave  him  two  fignal  overthrows,  and  obliged 
him  to  fliut  himfelf  up  in  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Kottama,  or 
Cutama ;  where  he  clofely  befieged  him  in  his  turp.     Tezid 
defended  the  place  a  confiderable  time,  and  with  a  bravery 
becoming  fuch  a  traitor  and  defperado  ;  but  finding  his  ef- 
forts fruftrated,  and  the  garrifon  obliged  to  capitulate,  feeing 
no  other  way  to  avoid  the  efFefts  of  the  Khalif  s  refentment, 
betook  hunfelf  to  a  private  flight.     Jl  Manfur,  finding  bi# 
viftlm  efcaped;  immediately  difpatched  a  number  of  forces  ii| 
parfuit  of  him ;  who  overtook,  and  brought  him  back  in  fet- 
ters ;  but  not  till  after  a  vigorous  defence,  in  which  he  receiv-  y^y  * 
cd  feveral  da&gerous  wounds,  and  died  a  few  days  after  in  ^^„jgj 
the  dungeon  where  he  was  confined,  to  be  referved  for  a  fe-  ^^j  ^^j* 
verer  and  more  exemplary  puniftiment.     y^l  Man/ur,  vexed. 
U  the  difappointment,  caufed  his  body  to  be  flayed,  and  his 
fldn  ftaffed  and  expofed  to  public  view.     Soon  after  which 
he  entered  into  his  capital  a  fecond  time  in  triumph,  and  or-     95** 
4ered  the  news  of  Tezid*s  death,  and  of  the  total  fupprefSon 
of  the  rebels,  to  be  proclaimed  through  all  his  dominions.  We 
have  elfewhere  mentioned  his  otljerconquefts  in  Sicily  ^  ;  but 
meet  with  nothing  remarkable  concerning  his  reign  in  Jfrica, 
ttcept  that  death  put  an  end  to  it  in  the  341ft  year  of  the 
%Va,  after  a  ihort  reign  of  feven  years  and  fixteen  days.    He  Al  Man* 
fieA  on  the' 29th  of  May,  in  his  own  capital  of  Mokedia,  ex-  ixi^'^s death* 
tolled  for  his  magnanimity  and  eloquence;  in  thelaft  of  which 
?  he  was  become  fo  great  a  mafter,  that  he  frequently  made 
I  long  fpeeches  in  public  with  great  readinefs  and  prefence  of 
i&md,  and  fermons  in  the  moilcs  without  any  premeditation. 
Some  Arainc  writers  compliment  him  with  the  titles  of  Ma^^ 
for  Benafa'allahy  and  of  '^d FatemitelLh?X\i \  and  add,  that  be 
vas  the  founder  of  the  city  of  Manfurah,  in  Egy^t  \  where 
)At  Franks,  with  their  firft  monarch  at  their  head,  were  de- 
whilft  JbutfedOf  Vrho  makes  no  mention  of  any 
L  thing,  gives  him  no  higher  title  tlian  that  of  Emir  of 
**.     He  left  the  khalifat  of  Kayrwan  to  his  fon  Mu  jjfucceedt^ 
ttim  Mood,  or  Mahad,  who  took  the  furname  of  Jl  gj  ly  Al 
Z2  Ledini'llah;  and,  among  other  conquefts,  having  made  Moezx^ 
nfelf  mafter  of  Egypt,  removed  the  feat  of  the  khalifat  to 
iKayro,  and  became  the  head  of  the  Fat  emit  e  dynafty  in  that 
ontry,'  as  we  fliall  fee  in  thefequel.. 

*  Se^  vol.  iii.  p.  29,  &  feq.  &  and.  ibi  citat.  «  D'Hl^H- 

»iL.  ubi  fup.  fab  voc.  Manlouir.  *  Chron.  ad  an. 
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|u8  old  African  dominions ;  and  made  Kayrwan  and  Moh^ 

fia  alternately  the  (eats  of  his  r^dence.    We  have  fonnerly 

^ven  an  account  of  the  bloody  conteft  he  had  with  AbJU^ 

rahman,  the  then  Khalif  of  Andalufia,  and  the  fevere  reprifidi 

his  powerfnl  fleet  made  on  him  « }  by  which  onr  readers  may 

judge  to  what  height  of  power  the  khalifat  of  Kayrwan  hai( 

been  raifed  by  this  time  both  by  fea  and  land.    We  have  likc9» 

lirife  related  how  greatly  he  inlarged  his  dominions  in  j^rica  % 

as  a  proof  ct  the  one,  and  his  fignal  and  furprtfing  viAories 

over  the  Gr^ek  fleet,  as  a  pr^nant  infbnce  of  the  other.    AH 

thcfe  not  only  helped  to  fpread  abroad  the  terror  of  his  armSi 

A^r    ^^^  did  moreover  facilitate  and  ps^ve  the  way  to  his  moft  & 

0ke  khaif'  ^Q^rftc  defign,  th^  wrenching  of  the  kingdom  of  Egyj^t  out  of 

£^ypt      ^^  bauds  <^the  AbbaJJidt  Khalift,  and  making  it  the  plape  of 

^^'        his  refidence,  and  the  fcene  of  his  new  dynafty. 

This  conqueft,  whkh  he  had  nev^  loft  fight  of,  thougii 
his  predeceflbr^  had  all  mifcarried  in  it,  he  did  not  begin  ta 
put  in  ex^ution  till  the  year  of  the  Hejra  358;  when,  haraig 
s&ade  all  necefTary  provifions  for  it,  he  committed  the  manago? 
ment  of  that  expedition  to  his  faithfu)  and  experienced  gene?, 
ral  named  Giafary  or  Jaafar ;  of  whofc  quick  and  furpriiiiqj* 
fuccefs  we  fhall  givean  account  in  its  proper  place.  In  the  mean 
time  this  enterprize  did  not  divert  AlMotzz  from  the  care  of 
his  other  foreign  conquefh,  efpecially  thofe  in  SicUy  and  Sar^ 
dtnia:  to  the  laft  of  which  he  failed  in  the  year  of  the  H^ru 
361,  and  continued  a  whole  year  in  it ;  leaving  the  care  of  hh; 
African  dominions  to  an  experienced  officer  of  his  named  Tuf^ 
Ben  Zeiri.  He  failed  thence,  in  the  year  following,  for  7jrq6olr, 
an  Barbary ;  where  he  had  not  ftaid  long  before  he  received 
the  agreeable  news,  that  his  general  had  made  himfelf  maftir 
of  the  city  of  Alexandria.  Ht  loft  no  time,  but  immediately 
Imbarked  for  it ;  leaving  the  government  oif  his  old  African 
dominions  ii^  the  hands  of  his  trufty  fervant  Tufef2boYc  men- 
tioned, and  arrived  fafely  at  that  port;  where  he  was  rcceWedl 
with  all  the  demonflrations  of  joy.  Here  he  began  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  his  new  Egyptian  dynafly ;  which  was  to  put 
a  final  end  to  the  old  one  of  Kayrwan^  aft^r  it  had  continu^ 
about  the  fpace  of  fixty-five  years.  Our  readers  will  find  a  fol] 
account  of  the  former  in  the  fubfequent  hiftory  of  Egypt ^  tc 
which  it  more  properly  belongs ;  and  we  fHall  clbfe  up  the 
latter  with  obferving,  that  Al  JMeezz  preferved  all  bis  n^;^ 
cpnqueftsi  as  well  ^  hisf  old  dominions  of  Kayrwan  cw 
Africa  Proper^  under  his  fubjeftion,  and   under  propoi 

f  VoLiii-p*??^  *fe^t  !  ibid.p.3i,&feq. 

govevr- 
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gjffgrtioi:^^  t>iit  wbofe  asdjtioii,  or  rather  avarice^  fulBEered  Great  dti 
thfisatarunquiokiy  into  a  (hameful  decay  ;  particularly,  the  cay  of  his 
Viisv  and  opulent  metropolis  of  Mobedia,  on  which  its  magni-  olddovii'-^ 
ficcQt  founder  had  lavifticd  fuch  imm^snfe  fums,  as  well  as  la-  *'^*'' 
hoKix  and  care^  to  render  it  not  only  the  richeft  and  ftatelieft^ 
bot  the  ftcongeft  city  in  tlie  world,  as  the  reader  will  own  it 
t^y  was,  by  what  we  fhall  Jiave.occaiiou  to  fay  farther  of  it 
iQ  our  hiftory  of  Sarbaryi  fo  that  we  may  truly  fay»  the 
wealth  and  fplendor  of  this  once-famed,  though  jhort-lived 
date,  took  its  final  leave  of  it  at  the  departure  of  its  laft  pof- 
fcflbr ;  feeing  that  whole  maritime  traft  from  the,  Egyptian 
confines  to  the  Sireights  of  Gibraltary  after  having  long  been 
the  mdancholy  fcene  of  the  moft  bloody  and  deftru^live  'wars 
mtk  the  Spaniards  and  other  European  powers,  became  at  Otiere0» 
length  the  neft  and  property  of  a  moft  odious  piratical  crew,  <oitMmmU 
uoder  whofe  tyranny  it  hath  groaned  ever  fmce.   The  Arabs  m  Arabia* 
who  are  in  the  inland  parts,  as  we  have  ihewn  already  by  the 
aax^nnt  we  have  given  of  them,  are  not  much  better  than 
.  Aey ;  who,  we  are  told,  are  the  fpawa  and  offspring  of  thofe 
plunderers  that  firft  over-ran  the  greater  part  of  Afriga.  One 
fart  of  whoni,  having  laden  themielves  with  the  richeft 
fpoils  of  it,  returned  back  to  thdr  own  native  feats,  whilft 
the  other,  and  perhaps  by  far  the  greateft,  fetded  themfelve* 
ia  the  vosA  pleafant  and  fertile  lands,  built  caftles  and  for- 
,tfd&s  to  fecure  their  new  habitations;  and  not  only  inter*  Nativet 
/nixed  themielves  gradually  with  the  natives,  efpecially  the  offnffei 
Birbers  in  thefe  parts  of  Barbary^  but  in  time  came  to  Ao^iytbi 
minecr  over  them,  and  by  their  continual  plunders  and  exac  Arabs. 
.  taons  reduced  them  to  the  loweft  pitch  of  mifery  and  fervi- 
Ipde ;  till  at  length  they  fell,  in  their  turn,  into  as  great  a 
y  dkgr^  of  flavery  under  the  Turks. 

'  On  the  other  hand,  upon  the  decline  of  the  Arabic  Ma^^ 
hmmedansy  three  of  the  five  tribes  of  Africans ,  which  came 
thither  with  their  leader  I\/klek  Jfriki  (Y),  being  no  lefs  tired 

and 

(Y)  Thefe,  according  to  our  Berbers ^  and  the  moft  confider^  . 

^abic    author,    who    makes  able  ones  in  Africa,  owe  their 

them  to  be  defcended  from  the  origin.  They  fettled  themfelveai 

tnhcs  of  the  Saheansy  were,  j.  fir&.'m  Barbaryj  and  from  thence 

'l^Zinbaghii;  2,  Muzamadifji;  gradually   difperfed    over  the 

).  Zemeti,  or  Zineti ;  4.  Gomerii^  greateft  part  of  Africa  (3).  W^ 

andj.Hftfr^s;;  from  whom,  he  know  little  elfe  of  their  rife* 

leUs  OS,  600  capital  families  of  and  odier  particolars  concem- 

(3)  Aw*.  Aksk.  GtMt$Ug%  AfrU%  md,  ^  Ia%  Afrk%  Uh%  i.  e*  9,  f^/rf*^ 

L  4  Ing 
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and  galled  with  the  Arabian  yoke,  wrenched  the  reins  out  of 
their  hands,  and  governed  fucceffively  in  BUedulgeridy  Ltiya^ 
and  Barbary;  fo  that  whilft  the  Fezian  family,  which 
founded  the  city  of  Fez^  reigned  over  the  two  Mauritaniaf, 
and  that  of  the  Jbd'al-ramari,  which  had  pafled  over  into 
Spain,  reigned  mCordova^  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Zeneti, 
named  Mequinez^  erefteditfelf  into  a  kingdom.  Thcfcwerc 
fucceededby  another  branch  of  the  fame  tribe,  named  Magaro^ 
anSf  who  ftripped  that  of  the  Jbd'al-ramans,  fettled  in  Jfrica, 
of  moft  of  their  conquered  provinces ;  and  after  having  ddfeatecl 
them,  and  the  Mequinezes,  ereftcd  a  new  empire  in  Barbary^ 
and  made  themfelves  matters  of  a  great  part  of  Nwnidia. 

Not  long  after,  a  chief  of  the  tribiof  the  Zinhaghianf^ 
named  Jbu  Teffifin,  or  Abu  Texifin,  took  up  arms  againft 
the  Magaroans ;  and,' with  the  aififtance  of  the  Zinhaghiahs, 
Zeneti,  and  other  Nunudian  tribes,  having  defeated  both  th^m 
and  t\iz  Arabs,  took  upon  him  the  title  of  Emir  Mumenin,  or 
emperor  of  the  faithful.  And  hence  it  i$  that  Arabic  yimtcxs 
give  that  conqueror  the  title  of  Morabite,  or  Morahut,  the  moft 
of  the  officers  of  his  viftorious  army  being  men  of  that  profcf- 


ing  them,  before  they  came  in- 
to this  country,  nor  of  their 
prccifc  fettlements  arid  tranfac- 
tions  in  it,  and  muft  be  content 
with  this  fmall  (ketch  of  their 
«xtra6l  out  of  the  African  au- 
thors abo^e  mentioned;  which 
is  as  follows. 

The  Zinhaghians fettled  them- 
felves, for  the  moft  part,  along 
the  mountainous  parts  of  Barca^ 
Hefufa^  and  Gueneferis,  whilft 
others  of  them  intermixed  them- 
felves with  the  Zeneti.  The 
Muzamadini  fpread  themfelves 
farther  weftwards  aloug  the 
coaft,  even  beyond  the  Stretghts 
^f  Gibraltar^  ox  Mauritania  Tin- 
gitania,  along  the  ridge  of  the 
Great  Atlas,  and  plains  adjacent, 
the  whole  length  of  thcfour  pro  • 
yince.s  of  Hea^  S^s,  Gezilia,  and 
JMorocco  ;  where  they  formerly 
jnade  a  great  figure,  but  are 
fince  dwindled  into  a  poor 
contemptible  people. 


*  A  number  of  them  did  like- 
wife  join  themfelves  to  the  Ze- 
neti y  and  fettled  in  the  province 
of  Tremeeen,  which  is  the  moft 
weftcrn  one  of  the  kingdorti  of 
^unis,  and  became  very  power- 
ful. Others  fettled  in  that  of 
Conftantina  and  Tunis,  and  have. 
been  at  perpetual  wars  with  the 
Turks,  as  we  Ihall  fee  in  th? 
hiftory  of  that  kingdom;  bat 
the  moft  powerful,  fres,  and 
numerous  branch  of  them  is 
that  which  fettled  in  'Numi^A 
and  Libya  ;  with  whom  the 
Hoares,  who  arevaflals  of  the 
Zinhaghians,  are  likewife  inter- 
mixed. 

The  Gamerians,  once  a  very 
confiderable  tribe,  fpread  them- 
felves along  the  Little  Mount 
Atlas  oiy  the  Mediterranean 
coafts,  between  the  frontiers  of 
Ceuta  and  thofe  of  Mauritania 
Tingitania, 

' fiofli 
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iion,  but  who  had  embrace  Mohaminedifin%  whoitl  ht  had 
brought  over,  and  fcnt  about  evcry-where  among  the  >^W* 
xans^  to  exclann  againft  the  tyranny  and  infolence  of  the  Ara* 
Man  Cheyks,  and  to  proclaim  liberty  to  as  many  as  ihould 
fight  for  it  under  his  fiandards  and  viAoriotts  arms.  By 
'Which  means  he  qnickly  faw  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  power* 
All  army,  and  in  a  condition  to  withftand  thefe  petty  tyrants^ 
jDot  only  the  Zinhagian  and  Zenetian  tribes,  but  an  infinite 
multitude  of  other  volunteers  out  of  JVumidia,  repairing  to 
hisftandards,  in  hopes  of  r^^ning  their  promifed  freedom, 
fience  all  tht  Spanijb  chronolqgers  g^ve  his  defcendants,  who 
fignalized  themfeivcs  in  Spain  the  appellative  of  y^/  Mcravidefp 
by  changing  only  the  h  into  an  v,  with  the  addition  of  the 
particle,  conformable  to  the  jirabic  idiom*  However, .  the 
new  Emir^  beii^  now  got  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army, 
led  them  direAly  weftward^  took  the  city  of  >^^m^/,and  foon 
after  the  province  of  Morocco,*  and  gained  fo  many  viAories 
over  the  Afabs  and  Magoroans^  who  inhabited  theie  parts,  as 
to  be  able  to  lay  the  foundation  of  that  new  empire  ^ ;  where 
we  ihali  rcfume  his  hiilory^  and  that  of  his  kingdom,  in  a 
firfrfequent  volume. 

Among  the  other  five  tribes,  which  we  have  given  an  ac-  Varlovt 
fount  of  in  the  laft  note,  the  Zenetiy  Muzamadini,  and  Zw-  ^^an^et  of. 
iagidnSy  have  at  different  times  reigned  in  Barhary,  Numir  go'vern* 
Say  and  Libya^  after  the  decline  of  the  Arabian  tyranny ;  for  ^^{*  h 
before  that  time  they  were  all  under  the  fubje£Hoh  of  their  I^^^V 
Cheyks.     But  during  the  reign  of  the  Fezian  family,  that  ^  Jf^j^g  2c^ 
the  MequinezeSf  another  branch  of  the  Zen^ti,  ufurped  the  em-  q^^j^ 
fire ;  and  after  that,  another  branch  of  the  fame  tribe,  called 
the  Magoroan,  then  fettled  in  Niimdiay  flrippod  that  of  the 
AbiaUramans  of  fundry  provinces  they. held  in  fubjedHon  in 
Africa,  fubdued  the  Mequinezes^  and  re^ed  over  the  greater 
^lart  oiBarbary  and.  Numidia ;  though  they  were  driven  out 
pf  this  Uft  by  t\\^  Zinhagian  Sepiumsy  fince  nick-named  Al* 
moravitesy  or  MorabutSy  from  the  great  hand  thefe  fuooks 
had  had  in  that  conquefl:,  as  we  lately  hinted  K  ^     ^ 

.  THusiisLr  it  appears  plain,  ih^x  th&  Zenetian  tribe  hath  Tt 
held  by  fi&r  the  moft  coniiderable  ikare  in  the  government  of 
this  part  oiAfricay  in  one  or  the  other  of  their  fomilies,  ThjB 
Abftmezians,  however,  were  deprived  of  it  by  the  new  feft  of 
Al  Mabdiansy  or,  as  they  are  conimonly  called  AlMohades,  aot 
of  whofe  chiefs,  a  Morabut  preacher,. took  upon  him  the  title  of 

t  Vide  fap.  vol.  x\r.  p.  38,  &;  feq.  Vide  &  MarmoI'.  Graum. 
L&o  Araic  lib.  i.  c.  9,  &  lo.  ^  Lbo,  Grammay,  Mar- 

MOL.&al.fapraciut. 
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>f  /  M^^,  OFJMokedi,  iigoifyiog  a  director  of  the  law,  and  became 
the  ringleader  of  the  fedl,  called  from  him  b^  tbat  name,  at 
implyifig  the  orthodox,  or  unitarians.    This  man's  difcipks 
«  were  by  this  time  become  fo  numerous  and  zealous,  as  to  en* 

«ble  him  to  raiie  a  revolt  againft  the  Alntoravides ;  and,  af^ 
fiAed  by  the  Muzamadans^  waged  a  •  long  and  bloody  war 
^ioft  them,  and  conquered  the  grcateft  part  of  the  country^ 
bttt  were  at  length  reduced  by  another  branch  of  the  S^mtA^ 
called  AeBenemerini;  who  were,  in  thek  turn,  fubdued  by 
the  j?^f^arri,  another  branch  and  dynafty  of  the  fame  tribes 
which  was  at  length  driven  out  of  Tingitania  by  theShanft 
eiJMhr^CQf  as  we  fluU  fhew  in  a  fabfequenc  chapter. 
H&w  and     Tkiua  much  we  thought  neceflary  to  premife  in  this  general 
iy  fwbat    ftCCQUfit  <xf  jtfricOf  in  order  to  give  our  readers  a  diftixift  vieir 
fiepsfettUdsA  the  feveml  nations  and  gorernments  to  whkh  this  hrge 
int9  their  traA  of  it  hath  been  fubjefied,  during  this  epoch,  and  by 
sfrefgnt  'va-  <what  means  and  ileps  it  hath  gradually  fettled  Itfelf  in  that 
^'^^^  '      variety  of  ilates  and  kingdoms  in  which  we  now  iee  it.  From 
/•rms.       ^eace  it  appears,  that  whatever  names  each  fncceffive  brandi 
bath  thought  fit  to  afliune,  ia  order  to  c^taia  or  fecure  their 
government,,  as  Abnoravides  and  Almohedis^  they  ail  fpnng 
from  iome  of  the  five  Zemtian  tribes  mentioned  in  the  laft 
note,  especially  from  the  three  firft ;  and  as  for  the  two  liil^ 
.  mz.  the  Cotmrite  and  Hoarezatiy  though  they  have  not  ereft^ 
ed  themfetves  into  eminent  monarchies,  yet  they  have  e&^ 
joyad  their  re^efiive  governments  under  their  own  chiefs,  ^ 
isveral  confiderable  provinces,  iince  thedeclenfion  of  tb^ 
Arabic  power ;  and  are  eqiuiUy  of  the  fame  ArMc  esxn&U 
thofe  Cheyks  which  had  preceded  them  during  the  khaUfiit 
It  will  alfb  appear,  that  the  three  firft  of  thefe  tribes  have  not 
ocibjr  fpcead  their  conquefts  from  the  one  end  to  the  other  ef 
the  Bariary  coaft,  but  have  likewife  enlai^ed  them  in  dM  li» 
hnd,  mnch  £uther  than  ever  the  Romans  did  *  all  which  wilt 
be  more  amply  fliewa  in  our  general  hifiory  c^  i^^tri^ry  in  a 
fubfisquent  volume. 
ITbe  order      HAVING  now  gooe  through  every  material  pdnt,  which  fi*i. 
and  courfe  ixv^  c&  theigeoeralhiflnry  (^  thisvaftcoQtiueM,  wediailphh 
9f  /^^>^^ceed'to  the  particular  one  dierecj  empire  and  ftatecontaiaQ^  itt 
fequent      4^^  in  the  moft  diftinft  and  regular  order  that  it  is  poffiWe  fi»r 
African     ^^  ^  obferve  in  fo  fpadoos  a  field ;  b^lwiing  feft  with  lliat 
'f^prj'      ^E^pt,  as  neareft  to  that  of  y^o^wr  Turkey,  from  whence  we 
fet-4duc,  and  which  we  conduded  in  the  for^oiag  voliime» 
It  was  our  intention  to  proceed  through  thofe  of  Nubia  and 
Liffjfa,  and  enter  Into  that  ancient  and  exteofivetraft'of 
^c  Abiffiman  empire,  and  fmallcr  kingdoms  tributary  or  a* 

jaccpt 
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jaccnt  to  it:  thence,  continuing  our  courfc  eaftward  to  the 

G^e  cf  Gardafuy^  the  utmoft  African  verge  on  that  fide,  to 

take  in  all  thpfe  ftates  which  are  along  the  coaft  of  the  Red 

Sea  and  Streights  of  $aielmandeL     Then,  turning  our  courfe 

fonthward  along  thecoa(ls  of  Jjan,  Zangusbar,  down  to  the 

Cape  ofGoodH^e^  we  proposed  to  take  in  every  kingdom,  not 

oaly  on  thatcoaft,  but  thofe  in  the  inland,  efpecially  themoll^' 

confiderable  and  beft  knowa.to  ^s  (the  reft  being  hardly  fo, 

but  by  their  names  and  uncertain  fituations) ;   afterwards 

doable  tfaecape^  and bqg^ft  a  new  co«rfe  northwards  lidag  > 

^  weflern  iide,  on  which  lie,  among  others  of  inferior  note, 

the  kingdoms  of  Angola^  Congo)  and  Loango,  ind  fomeof  the 

aoft  confiderable  fettlements  arid  conqueftsof  theP&rrtigw^, 

extending  themfelves  to  the  Rio  de  les  Macaronsy  or  Crab  Ri» 

T«r;  befides  ibmerdnarkBble  inlaiid  kingdoms  cont^uoustiaT  .  -  •    * 

them,  of  which  we  fiiall  hk^wiie  take  notice  in  their  cdnrie. 

From  thb  month  of  the  iaid  Crab  River  extends  the  eoaft  of' 

Qmneyy  or  the  Golden  Coaft^  through  which  runs  the  fas&edi 

aod  moft  advancageoos.riveraf  f^nir^tf;  and  on  the  ikittfa 

filfe  of  it  the  coumtry  called  NtgritiOy  or  Negrolaand^  stud  the 

fiuft  (Jefert  of  Sarah^  where  begins  the  empire  of  Moroci^  and  i 

Ahb,  on  the   moft  weftern   verge  of   the   Barhary  coaft.*: 

Wh^u:e^  fteeting  duefbly  eaftwstrd  along  the  Me^erranem 

cteft,  by  the  ftates  of  AlgierSyTanis,  Tripoli^  and,  in  the  in* 

kad,  the  SUedulgeridy  onr  iaft  ftage  will  be  thttmgh  tfaede^ 

f<fft  *o{  Sarca^  which  extends  ii&lf  to  the  eocenes  of  .tte 

Egyptian  kijigdom,  whence,  we  at  firft  marked  out  the  rovte 

wedeiSgaed'to  cake  through  this  book,  and  where  of  coorfe 

oor  next  chapter  is  now  to  beg^.  % 

Such  yras  our  purpofed  route,  from  which  we  have  bmn ' 
obliged  to  deviate  a  Iktle,  by  the  difficulty  of  findiirg  &me 
idMrkb  for  oertsan  artides,  which,  howeser,  vfi  flutU  imfcft : 
iflwoctaer  {lan  of  the  work. 


Ly 
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CHAP.     III. 

Zi^  Modern  Hiftory  of  Egypt. 

S  E  C  T.    I. 

Qmtaimttg  fome  curious  and  neceffary  obftrvatians  on  the 

^  prefent  fiate^  with  refpeSl  to  its  natitral  hiftory y  iy  waj  ^ 
"  pf  connecting  it  with  its  antient.  • 

Th  J'ejtgn  'WT^  cannot  more  aptly  begin  the  modem  hiftdry  of  tiw:    ; 
ff  this        . W    once  opulent  and  celebrated  kir^dom,  than  by  qon* 
fiSimt.       ne<Sting  our  former  and  fubfequent  aoconnt  of  it  (fo  unfike,  oi" 
rlthcr  fo  vaftly  different  from  each  other,  that  one  would 
hardly  imagine  them  to  relate  to  the  fame  conntry),  by  ftch 
corious  and  neceffary  remarks  on  its  natural  hiftory,  as  ma/ 
bfcfti^y  open.toour  readers  thcfprings  an^caufes  of  fo  grcai' 
a. change,  and  at  the  fame  time  clear  up  fadh  other  doubtsf 
a»d  difficulties  as  might  othcrwife  arife  in  their  mindset  the 
fjghtvof  fd  wide  and  app?urent  a  contraflr.     And  this  m<ithod ' 
we  th«  taore  readily  propofed  to  ourfelves,  as  it  will,  morc- 
OYer,  gi^e  ias  the  wifh'd-for  opportunity  of  redrafting  aad 
exploding  fome  errors  on  that  curious  fubjeft,  in  which  we 
too  haftily  followed  tlie  far  greater  part  of  antients  and  ma-' 
derns ;  as  ivell  as  add  fome  ufeful  and  valuable  obfervatioos. 
which  had  efcaped  us  in  the  antient  part. 

WiiETHEa  the  fo  much  extolled  fertility  and  popnlottf" 
nth  io6£gypt.  hath  or  hath  not  been»  in  fome  merfure  al. 
leaft,  exaggerated  by  antient  writers,  wljcn  tbeytcU  us  tSaett. 
the  former  could  not  only  fupply  fo  many  milliods  of  the 
latter  with  wheat,  and  other  grain  more  than  fufficient,  but 
fend  fuch  vaft  quantities  of  it  abroad  %  we  will  not  pretend 
to  decide.  At  prefent,  when  its  inhabitants  are  fcarcely  the 
twentieth  part  fo  numerous,  and  every  fpot  as  much  culd- 
vated  as  th^,  it  very  rarely  yields  enough  to  fiipjport  them^ 
infomuch  that  they  are  forced  to  have  rccoune  to  other 
produft  for  their  fuftenance ;  of  which  their  bread  is  but  a 
fmall  part.  Ndther  is  this  made,  as  andently,  of  the  £neft 
wheat ;  but  moftly,  except  among  the  great  and  rich,  <£ 
bariey  or  laillet-flour ;  and  this  lau  of  a  larger  aad  coarfer 

*  Ant.  Hift.  vol.  i.  p.  412,  &  k€i. 

kind. 
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kind;  called  by  the  JraBs  dowra ;  which  commonly  yields 
fifty  for  one  ;  whereas  wheat  at  the  beft  feldom  above  tax, 
and  feme  not  five  for  one. 

One  marn  caufe  of  this,  wth  rcfpefl:  to  the  greater  or  lefs  Whence 
produft,  but  not  fuificlently  attended  to,  is,  on  the  Nile's  ia-  thtgreetHt 
undation,  the  north  wind,  which  commonly  blows  more  or  lefs  ^  ^^fi 
about  that  feafon,  and  makes  a  kind  of  bar  acrofs  its  fevcral  ^^rfl^^ 
mouths,  hindering  the  waters  from  flowing  fo  fwift  and  abun-  ^^^^'  . 
dantly  into  the  fca,  as  they  are  known  to  do  when  any  other 
blows;  which   caufe?    them    to  rife  eonfiderably   higher.  • 
Whereas,  as  foon  as  the  wind  (hifts  from  that  point,  they  are 
obferved  to  decreafe  as  much  in  one  day,  as  they.did  in  four  ' 
Whilft  ir  continued  in  it.  *   The  fertility,  which  its  waters  gite 
to  the  lands,  hath  been  afcribed  to  the  great  quantity  ojF  fat 
mud  which  they  bring  down  with  them,  anci  is  a  kind  of  rich 
Xnanure.     But,  at  prefent,  there  is  no  fuch  mud  to  be  feen  in  Its  'water 
them  5  for  they  continue  clear  from  the  very  beginning  o(freefrsm 

"the  inundation  till  they  are  rifen  above  feventeen  feet;,  at  «^ 

'which  time,  being  fwelled  higher  in  the  chanel  than  .uftitl, 
and  running  with  greater  rapidity,  they  bring  along  with 

■  them  a  brownifh  fort  of  loam,  which  they  wafli  off  from  tlje 
borders,  and  which  gives  them  a  reddifti  colour,  with  the 
thjcknefs  or  confiftency  of  milk ;  but  is  quite  different  from 
the  dayifh  mud  above-mentioned,  from  which  they  are  quite 
exempt.  This  is  demonftrable  from  the  fediment  which 
they  leave  behind  in  thofe  veflcls  wherein  they  are  commonly 
prderved ;  which  being  at  firft  rubbed  with  a  pafte  made 
of  the  powder  of  bitter  almonds,  whether  to  accelerate  their 

.fubfidipg,  or  to  flop  the  pores,  we  are  not  told,  when  emp- 
tied exhibit  nothing  at  the  bottom  but  the  above-mentidned 
reddilh  colour,  without  any  mixture  of  other  mud  or  earth. 
So  that,  upon  the  whole,  that  foul  fciirf,  which  thofe  watefs 
leave  upon  the  land  after  they  are  drained  away,  feems  to  be 
nothing,  elfe  than  the  fediment  of  their  ferment ;  which,'  after 
a  forty  days  ftagnation,  corruption,  and  other  changes  they 
have  undergone  during  that  fuUry  feafon,  intermixed  with  a 
large  quantity  of  nitrous  and  concreted  falts,  with  which  they 
are  impregnated,  and  prove  a  much  better  manure  than  any  ^ 

fuppofed  quantity  of  mud. 

Though  this  were  not  the  cafe,  it  will  be  next  to  impof- 
fible, to,  imagine,  kowthat  river  could  yearly  bring  fuch  vaft 
and  extenfive  fupplies  of  that  pretended  fertilifing  mud,  and 
thewhol<&  ifgji  oi  Ethiopia  (whence  its  torrents  fweep  it 'down 
in  fuch  prodigious  quaatities^  as  to  fupply  Egypt  not  only  with 
fi>  marly  thoufand  annual  ftrata  of  it,  but  lay  the  foundation 
of  a*  future  addition  in  the  fea^  to  the  diflance  of  twenty 

leagues; 
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k^gnai)  ibr  Ibiar^  we urc  told,  isthis miKl  fooad*  bj&«ai* 
iog,  to  caLfiend  *)  not  bave  I>eea  long  fmce  e^diaiiftedof  it 
As  to  what  a  later  traveller  tells  us,  that  the  mud  vhkh&t* 
des  in  the  Milchias  i$  GonmioQly  about  five  £set  deep,  htosHj 
S^ves  it  upon  faoarfay  f }  and,  if  true,  may  be  no  oAcr  tbta 
Ae  fediment  vire  have  been  fpealunjg;  of»  and  not  a  leal  midi 
but  CO  proceeds 
S9ilrf  All  that  hath  been  written  likewUe  by  andent  vritas 

Bgypt      concerning  the  «Ktraordiuary  fertility  not  only  (^  t^  fdl,  Imf 
JhortQfiUf£  the  women  and  cattle,  if  not  more  cacaggerated  than  rai(|j 
MnetMm^      is  now  fo  far  forgot,  and  oontradidled  by  common  exjSteneobe^ 
whatever  may  be  the  caufe  of  that preat  decay^  that  it  Uf»id> 
ly  credited  either  by  the  prefent  inhabitants,  or  by  thofe  v&» 
have  been  the  moft  diligent  enqubers  into  that  (o  much  crirf* 
up  fecundity  ^ ;  there  being  now  no  fuch  fuperior  degreelf 
be  obferved  in  their  females  of  aU  kinds  above  that  of  odtf 
parts  of  Africa^  4fi^*  <^  ^"^1  ^^^  warm  country.    Keidaf 
doth  the  climate  here  anfwer  the  charafter  which  hath  be(i 
given  of  it,  either  with  refped  to  its  plea&ntnefs  or  he8l#»t 
nefs  :  ibr  we  need  no  ftronger  proof  than  the  maoy  m 
grievous  difeafes  which  reign  in  it  during  the  whole  ym 
One  of  them,  and  that  no  isconilderable  one,  is  that  ^W 
attacks  the  eyes  of  vaft  multitudes,,  with  fuch  violence  as 
to  be  nepeUed  by  any  remedy ;  they  who  are  affe£lted 
it ieldom  clcapii^  thejc/s  of  their  fight:  which  hath^ 
occafion  to  fome  travellers  of  the  &cnlty  to  flylc  it  the  la^d 
the  blind  (A). 

Tim 

^  Smaw*s  Obfervations  on  Egypt,  p.  43a.  f  Pocoet^ 

Obfervadons  00  Egypt,  veL  i«  p.  aoo.  ^  See  Anc  Hit 

vol.  i.p.41 9,4c  feq. 


afiafa, 


(A)  This,  tho'  chiefly  find 
tX  Grand  Kipro  and  other  great 
cities  of  Egyff^  where  fcarce 
one  half  their  inhabiunta  efca|>e 
being  afieded  with  that  difor- 
der;  yet  is,  in  a  left  degrse, 
applicable  to  the  whole  coon- 
Inr;  for  which  varioas  authors 
afign  difiercnt  caufes }  as  firft, 
the  great  auantitv  of  quick 
lime  which  is  ofea  in  buildiog 
and   white-wafiiing    of  their 
hottfes;  the  fttblimcr  particles 
.  of  which  being  loofed  and  car* 


ried  about  by  the  wind,  fBdl' 

ingdofe  to  the  eyes,  eamria* 

flammatioas  there,  whkdicott* 

monly  end  in  an  almoft,  if  a^ 

tool  Uindnefi  ;  and,  what  )i 

Aill  worfe,  mixing  with  the  flilb 

of  blood,  caafe  the  difteo] 

in  ibme  meafare,  to  become 

reditary }  fo  that  even  i  " 

are  not  exempt  6t>m  it, 

many  of  them  feem  to  briag 

with  them  inta  the  world  ' 

Aewomb. 

Tothis,  9«MEr  and  other tra-l 

vcllosi 
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Tbb  nmt  h  a  kind  of  peftilential  fever,  ttrhich  ta^s  '£rdm  /mmw 
tbc  vernal  ecpaox  to  thenfixt  folffice,  and  carries  ofFvaflmiil*  'iwym^ 
t  tkodes.    The  aotumn  is  ufnally  attended  vAth  gHevous  car*  huJ$if. 
-bunded,  and  other  fwellings  in  the  knees  and  thighs;  which 
fildom  fail  of  difpatching  a  patient  in  two  or  three  days.  Iht 
{JoiaB-pax,  which  rages  moltty  in  the  winter  feafon,  caufes 
iHikemfe  a  dreadful  havock  among  them :  and  during  the 
-^hole  time  of'  the  fwelling  of  the  Niky  the  inhabitants  are 
I  ^yerially  affifted  with  the  moft  ftubbom  dyfenteries  and 
!  ^Woody  fluxes,  ocaifi(»ed  by  the  great  quantity  of  falts  with 
!  .^which  the  waters  of  that  river  are  th^  impregnated.     The  doling 
**fcne  may  be  faid  of  the  moft  rcfrefhing  winds,  thofe  northern  '^*^'^^* 
'fUtcs  which  blow  from  Jpril  to  September,  that  is,  during  the  '^      ' 
^tooftfultry  feafon  of  the  year  ;and  which,  though  they  gready  ^^**'* 
^contribute  to  allay  the*xceflive,andotherwife  intolerable  heat, 
r*jtt  prove  very  dangerous  to  thofe  who  expofe  themfelves  to 
<^^m,  efpedally  while  in  a  fweat  j  for  then  they  occalion  the 
i*poft  excruciating  pains  in  every  part  of  the  body,  and  oftea 
[•tndrn  an  incurable  dead-palfy^ 

k;  We  omit  fome  others,  with  which  this  country  is  afflifted  Egypri- 
^iii  common  with  other  neighbouring  countries,  fuchas  the*"*  *^ 
i'lylague;  which  is  the  more  prevailing  in  all  countries.where  ^^^^  ^^{ 
yUolnmmedifm  is  profefled,  becaufe  they  ufe  no  means  either  t^^^^^^*^ 
ifti  prevent  ix  remedy  it,  being  firmly  perfuadcd  that  they  *re  r*^^^^ 
^uot  only  v»n  and  ineflfeftual,  but  contrary  to  their  doc-      r**«^* 

*•  Vid.  OaAKCER*s  Voy.  to  Egypt,  an.  1730.    Thevinot's 
Travels,  parti.  cluSo.  PococK'sObfcrvatiouson  Egypt,  p. 95, 

▼eHers  add  the  exeeiSve  height  being  moft  tender  and  deiieate; 

^  aad  heat  of  the  fun,  refleaed  feeing  it  is  not  lefs  detrimental 

'  from  a  fait  and  fandy  foil ;  their  to  the  other  parts  of  the  body» 

copious  fweating,    which,  if  where  it  not  only  caufes  tha^e 

'  Mt  wafhed  iaway  by  frequent  grievous  tumours  already  men- 

'kfttfaing,  flints. up  the  pores,  in-  doned,  but  itch,    fcabs,  aad 

fefts  the  blood  with  prurige-  other  fcorbodc  and  leprous  ha- 

iKms  pardcles,  and  amongft  the  moars,  to  which  they  are  all,  in 

.  Merer  fort  efpecially,  who  are  fome  degree,  fttbjedt.     Toall 

leldomer  able  to  bathe,  is  f&ll  this,  fome  add  their  exceffive 

'  iacreafed  by  the  meannefs  of  pronenefs  to  venery,  and  other 

diet,  and  the  braddfhnefs  of  caufes  of  the  like  Idnd,  wiiich 

their  water.    All  which  mnil  are  too  obvious  as  wdl  as  naa* 

|toportional1y.  sSeft  the  eyes,  feousto  be^meadoned  (i). 

(i)  fni» 92MWI* 5M^*f ,  Pf^l,  or  W.  A^ ttt^GfttiMll  An  ^EMtmngt 
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Whence     trine  of  pi;eddnfeitiDii  (B),     It  is^feldom  found  to  have  its 

ehiefy        rik  in  Egypt,  throiigk  the*  plicrefaftioti  of  the  air,  unlefe  tbe 

Snujpbi*   .  ^ater^  of  the  iVi/^  fpiread  too  far,  or  rife  to  too  great  a  heigiyt, 

"^ahd  occafion  it  by  t^ieir  l^ng  ftajgnatioh  and  the  exceffiVc 

.  heat  of  the  feafon';  but  is  commonly  brought  thither  from 

•  Barbary,  or  frctm' Greece  and  Syria.;  that  from  the  former  of 

which  lafts  much-  rhelongeft,  and  is  inoft  violent ;  that  from 

the  latter  much  fliorter  and  milder.     But  let  either  of  them 

rage  ever  fo  feverely,  as  it  doth  chiefly  in  the  firfl:  fummer 

months,  yet  ir  is  always  obftrved  to  ceafe  at  the  fun's  entrance 

into  cancer,  which  is  the  time  of  the  M/^'s  overflowing;  from 

which  fcarcely  one  in  ten  thoufand  dies  of  it.     The  reafbn  oE 

which  fudden  change  is  owing  to  the^wind's  chopping  aboi^t 

,  from  the  moift  and  fultry  fouth,to  the  dry  and  refrefhing  north 

.  corner,  which  clears  thie  air  of  allitsinfeftion. 

Drdpj^s    '       There  is  another  difeafe  which  the  Egyptians  are  fubjeft 

ivbendeoc*  to,  occafioned  by  their  too  frequent  eating  of  beets,  aiid  other 

eafioned,     futh  .'olitories ;  which  breed  a  vifcous  phlegm  in  the  blood, 

I       and  in  titne  fwell  their  legs  to  a  monflrous  bignefs ;  which, 

though  iiot  painful  to  theperfpns  fo  afflifted,  doth  yet  render 

•  them  unweildy  and  fluggi(h  both  in  walking  and  buCnefe. 

But  there  is  ftiU  one  more  dreadful  difeafe  in  Egypt,  and,  ef-» 

■  'Atvtleon  '  P^^^^y  ^bout  the  territory  of  Grand  Kayro ;  which  we  mufl: 

inQx^sA  °^*  omit,  as.  it  feldom  fails  of  aff^fting  the  inhabitants  o^ce 

Cairo,       J?very  year,  and  carrying  off  multiitudes;  daily  all  the  tin^ie  it 

how  occa-  lafts.     The  Arabians  call  it  Dem  al  Muyah,  from  the  natures 

^ned.        of  its  effcfts,  it  fuddenly  feizing  on  the.  brain  ^iijcd  an  ^po- 

(B)  We  are,  indeed  told,  that  of  thatdiftemper :  infomu<;Ji  t^t 

the  Turks  2Lt  Conjtiintiftop/e,  and'  their  apparel,  bed- furniture,  and 

fome  other  pans  of  the  0/^/9A»  houfhold.fioods,.  are  immedi-^ 

empire,  h^ve  been  prevailed  up-  ately  pcpoled  to  fale  in  the  pi5- 

.  on,  by  the  practice  oCt^c  Eur^?-  lie.  jqiiarkets  r  by ,  the    comnK)if 

feart  merchants  fettled  amongft  •  cryer,  and  bought  up  without 

.  them,  to  ufe  all  proper  precau-  foar  of  being  intcAed  by  them- 

tions  and  means  againft  that  By  which  furprifing  obilinacy, 

-deftrudlive    diftemper  ♦.     But  the  diftemper  hath  often  been 

.     the  Egyptiafis,  more  tenacious  fp  far  propagated,  that  it  hath 

'of  their  prejudices,  not  only  carried  off  a  much  greater  num- 

.,  defpife,  but  condemn  all  fuch  ber  of  people ;  and  in  the  ctty 

'  wife  precautions  as  vain  andim-  of  Kayro  hath^  within  the  Ihort 

;:ptOiis;    and,    in   confequence,  fpace  of  fix  or  feven  months, 

fcorn  to  avoid  infe&ed  perfons  been  obferved  to  have  defh-oy  cd 

or  places,  or  cvento  wear  the  above  five  htt-ndred  thoufand  (2). 


cloaths  of  thofe  who  have  died 

*  Diboc,  vid.  [up*  'Vol.  iii,  p,  273, 
Art  ^Embalming,  let,  ii.  f,  l66,    MailUt^  &  ah  uhi  fup. 


*  Di  bdc,  vi4.  fitp.vol.iiL  p.  zjT^,  &  mte  (U).    ^  {i)  Vid/Creenbiiri 
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jdesy,  and  carrying,  off  the  patient  almo0:  as  fooiL    About 
the  fime  time  children  are  ufsally.  Seized  with  a  malignaQt 
load  of  pax,  occafionedy  probably,  like  the  other,  by  the  in- 
Ui&m  dtmps  c[  the  waters  of  the  KeH^,  which  is  a  branch, 
(X  mher  ^Bsal,  cut  from  the  Nil^  to  Alexandria.  Erery  year, 
vbca  that  river  rifes  about  eight  or  ten  cubits,  it  falls  into  the 
caoal,  which  runs  quite  through  the  ct^y ;  and,  on  its  relax*  ^ 
%  leaves  the  waters  in  a  ftate  of  ftagoatlon  and  corruption* 
They  quickly  turn  green,  then  black,  and  at  length  c^hsdc 
fochpeftileataal  ftreams  as  quite  infefi:  the  air.  « Therefore, 
to  prevent  the  children  being  deftroyed  by  the  ppifonous  H^f^i^^. 
ftciih  above-mentioned,  they  are  comaignly  removed,  fome^^'^'^ 
tine  before  the  ioibdilon-b^ns,  to  fome  remote  and  healthier 
bahitatiQ&s  d.    If  thore&^e  thefe  be  the  dire  efieAs,  upon 
josog  and  old,  of  one  fingie  canal  of  flagoated  water,  what 
Jftft  Utey  be  through  the  whole  fpace  of  the  low  country, 
%l»ch  is  aU  over  interfered  with  them-     And  yet  this  is  that  7-^^  ^^^^ 
flace  which  hath  been  mpft  cried-up  by  the  ancients  for  its  trj  uu- 
amenity  and  healtbinefs.    But  we  have  &id  enough  to  Ibew,  healthful 
if  their  accounts  were  really  true,  and  not  exaggerated,  how  ^Mu//<«r« 
nodi  it  is  altered  fince  for  the  worfe,  not  only  in  thofe  r^ 
fpefts,  but  likewife  with  regard  to  the  fo  much  boafted  fe- 
cundity of  its  animals,  arid  the  produft  of  its  foil.  All  which, 
being  but  the  unavoidable  efFefts  of  that  arbitrary  govern- 
ment they  have  fo  long  groaned  under,  will  be  eafily  account- 
ed for  by  taking  a  ihort  view  of  their  prefent. 

But  before,  we  come  to  fpeak  of  that  grand  fpring  of  thefe  Crocodtkk 
freat  changes,  we  {hall  beg  leave  to  fubjoin  fome  others,  no  andfea-^ 
Ws  curious,  with  refpeft  to  then-  animals.   We  have  feen  in  ^orjhs  not 
the  ancient  part  of  this  work,  this  kingdom  infefted  with  ^o  be  feen* 
fome  of  the  moft  dangerous  and  deftruftive,  not  only  to  man  ^^^'^  '*^ 
andbeaft,  but  to  the  very  produft  oftheheud:  fuchas  the  ^''^'''''''^*'^ 
CrocodUes,  and  fea-horfes,  which  fwarmed  along  the  banks  of 
the  Niky  both  in  the  LQ-wer  and  Upper  Egypt  ;  but  which 
have  been  fo  effeftually  deftroyed  in  the  former,  that  there 
are  rarely  ^ny  to  be  feen  of  either  kind  below  thecatarafts; 
or  if,  by  chance,  they  are,  the  fight  is  as  flrange  to  them  as  it 
Would  be  to  an  European  *.     The  natives,  as  well  as  the 
^robs^  have  proved  equally  induilrious  and  diligent  in  find- 
iflg  means,  at  all  hazards,  to  extirpate  them  in  3iis,  though 
they  fofFer  fh'em,  more  through  indolence  than  cowardidfe,  to 
range  and  ravage  in  mofl:  other  parts  of  Africa. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Ihisy  anciently  fo  numerous,  and  The  Ibit 
fifteemed  for  the  vaft  deftriiftion  they  made  among  the  whole/«r»<^ 

*Ild.ibid.    Vid.  &  MAitiEr,  letter  13..   Nordbh,  &  ai/*^^/''' 
Shaw'^  Obfcrvations  on  Egypt,  p.  427. 
Kqd.Hist.Vol.XIV.  M  ferpentinc 
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fcr^cntine  fpecies,  are  now  become  as  rare  and  fcarce  for  want 

of  their  proper  food.     They  have  been  fucceeded  by  a  fort 

bf  inhabitants,  known  by  the  name  of  OphUphagi^  or  ferpcnt* 

eaters ;  of  whom  our  learned  author  tells  us  f ,  as  he  was  in- 

foJ-med,  that  there  are  above  40,000,  at  Kayro  and  the  adja-* 

cent  villages,  who  live  upon  no  other  food  than  lizards  and 

ferpents;  upoiif  which  accoulnt  they  were  allowed,  among 

other  peculiar  privileges,  the  honour  of  attending  more  im-« 

mediately  the  black  embroidered  hangings,  which  are  yearlyi 

*  fent  from  thence  to  the  Kaaba  at  Mecca  ;  of  which  we  Ihwi 

fpeak  more  fully  in  the  fequel.  * 

^        ,  .       To  the  Ibis  hath  fmce  fucceeded  the  ftork,  a  bird  feared]^: 

Succeeded  j^uown  in  that  country  ;  but  lince  then  become  fo  exceiEvd^ I 

/  ^^        numerous,  that  the  fame  reverend  author  telk  us,  he  obfervedj 

"^^'^  '         three  flights  of  them,  in  their  paffage  from  Egypt  xt^oSyrH 

^s  he  lay  at  anchor  at  the  foot  of  Mmnt  Carmel,  each  of  whicfc 

took  up  more  than  three  hours  in  paffing  by,  and  extendi! 

Now  as     itfelf  above  half  a  mile  J.     The  ftork  is,  moreover,  held  i^ 

numerous^  great  efteem  and  veneration,  not  only  by  the  -^nativcs,  hd 

mhdfi^  lefs  among  the  fuperftitious  Mohammedans f^vfho  would  deem  iti^ 

efieemed.     horrid  piece .  of  prophanenefs  in  any  one  either  to  Hurt  ot' 

'moled,  and  much  more  to  kilt  it.     And  this  not  barely  oi 

'account  of  the  great  fervicc  it  is  of  in  deftroying  an  infinit«j 

number  and  variety  of  noxious  infefts,  which  cover  the  faci 

of  the  earth  after  the  inundation  is  over,  as  well  as  fwarmol 

---,    ,       their  lakes,  ponds,  and  other  flagnated  W:aters  and  fenny  lands^ 

edfacr^7'  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  great  fhare  of  conduft  and  prudence  they difplay 

htbeMo'  in  then-  aflembling,  removing  from,  and  fettling  in,  divem 

hamme-    P^^^s  of -the  world,  at  proper  and  regular  feafons  of  the  year ; 

dans.         more  particularly  (till,  on  account  of  fome  of  their  motioifl 

and  peculiar  gefHculations ;  which  they  interpret  as  afts  of  re^ 

ligion  and  adoration  of  the  Supreme  Being  (C),  and  on  thatj 

furmife  efteem  him  no  lefs  facred  than  (be  ancient  Egyptian^ 

'  did  their /iJ/>.  'j 

t  Shaw,  obi  fup.  p.  430.  %  Id.  ib. 

(C)  Thcfe'gefticulations,  thb'  as  it  alights  on  the  groaiid,  ^r 

'  peculiar  to  that  bird,  and  ftrange  returns  to  its  neft ;  and  thts  the/ 

'  and    (ingttlar  ^  enough   to   at-  interpret  as  a  pofture  or  a£t  df 

traft  the  attentton  of  the  bcf*  adoration  :   it  next  ftrikes,  itt 

holder,  could  yet  hardly  raife  upper  and  lower '  bill  together 

^.  £    •     '  fuch  an  extravagant  notion  in  fcveral  times,  like  a  pair  of  caf- 

'    *           any  but  an  enthufiaftic  Moham-  tanet* ;  and  that  noife  is  deem- 

.'   Midan,  or  half-crazed  Fythago-  ed   as   equivalent   to   a  vocd 

ream.  They  chiefly  confift  in  it«  pr^er,  or  ejaculation,  at  Icaft. 

throwing  back  its  head,  as  often  Iigftlyy  it  beads  its  head  doirn 

.    •.        •                  ■     '  w 
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Bdr  tne  greateft  knd  moil  fenfible  cMnges  th^t  th!$  cpui^ ' 
tiyhathua'dergdne,  arc  thofe  whfch  have  Seen  occafioaed  bjT 

the  tyrantiy  of  its  various  governments.        l 

No  foohcr  was^this  kingdom  freed  from  the  Jong  and  fcvere^r^trwW 
tyranny  of  the  MamMs^  than  it  was  made  to  feel  the  weight  ^^'^^'^-  *^ 
rf  a  ffill  fei^erer  y6ke  undet*  dieir  Othmati  conquerors,  and  '*^'*     '^  j" 
is&t  more  rapacious  Bafhas,  or  governors  under  them.   Whe-^ 
6ttr  Selhn^  under  whofe  banners  it  was  reduced,  did  himfeif 
lay  the.  foundation  of  its  prefent  government,  or  whetljer  his 
facceflbrs  have  made  any  cbnliderabie  change,  is  what  we 
idther  dare  aflert,  nor^  indeed,  is  it  very  material  with  re^ 
focft  to  our  prefent  point,  its  fenfiWe  decay  in  w^lthj  ,    • 
Hrcngth,  populoufnefs,  and  fertility.    It  is,  however,  mort'^'varici^f 
flian  prcAable,  that  the  avarice  and  ambition  of  thofe  Bafhas  ^^^  ^*z 
lath  gradually  contributed  to  fink  its  condition  from  bad  to^'*  ^^^' 
»)rfc,  as  it  is  the  richeft  government  the  Sultans  have  in 
fedr  gift,  and  ufually  bellow  it  either  on  their  greatefl  fa- 
Writes,  or  on  thofe  who  can  bid  mofl  money  for  it ;  who 
tadom,  if  ever,  enter  into  it  with  any  other  view  than  to  en- 
^h  themfelves  at  the  cxpence  of  the  fubjefts,  and  never 
Jirant  means  nor  pretences  for  turning  every  thing  to  their 
Ivantage.    Neither,  indeed,  can  it  turn  out  otherwifc,  con-  fhewfi 
lering  that,  let  the  pod  have  been  obtained  by  favour  or  charges  ^ 
ibery,  itfeldom  cofts  them  lefs  than  betw;een  400,000  znitharfoft. 
[500,000  crowns  before  they  can  reach  Grand  Kdito,  the  ufual 
')lace  of  their  rcfidence  *•    Add  to  this,  that  their  commif- 

*  Maillet,  &  al.  ubi  fap. 


the  ground  two  br  three 
and  that  they  judge  a 
vout  proftration. 
The  degree  of  rationality 
afcribeto  thefn,<&om  their 
jfiQudud  and  ceconomy  in  re- 
f»oving  from  country  to  coun- 
jtry,  is  not  quite  fo  abfurd,  tho* 
it  hath  nothing  in  it  but  what 
|i)  commdn  to  other  birds,  even 
|iown  to  the  wild  geefe.  They 
Doftantly  fefort  upon  fuch  oc- 
fbr  about  a  fortnight 
forejtheir  flight,  from  all  cir-. 
fjmjaccnt  parts,  into  feme  fpa- 
OQs  plain,  and  there  form 
cmfclves  into  a  Dowim^  or 


grand  council,  as  the  people 
phrafe  it ;  and  there  determine 
the  exad  time  of  their  depar- 
ture, and  the  place  of  their  next 
abodes  t- 

Thofe  that  frequent  the  fens 
of  Barbary^  are  obferved  to  af- 
femble  three  weeks  before  their 
flight,  tho'  they  are  fuppofcd  to 
come  from  Eg^pt^  whither  they 
alfo  return  a  little  after  the  au- 
tumnal equinox,  when  the  Nile 
is  returned  within  its  ufual 
banks,  and  the  country  in  a 
condition  to  fupply  them  with 
proper  nourifhment. 


f  Sbatv^i  Ohfetvathns  on  E^pt^  p.  4*8,  etfff* 

M  2  iiofl^ 
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fioEi  Iseii^  limited  to  one  £i^gk  year,  if  any  of  tbem  obtain  ^ 

Eolongation  of  it»  as  ibmc  b^ve  to  tbr^  or  four,  each  jw'^ 
th  \^  pureh^&d  at  BO  1^$  a  pric«  than  iQOyOOo  crowns 
Tearlj/um  and  upwards,  b^fidcs  the  ufiud  jne^rly  fum  of  6oo,poo  mor% 
/M^/a  /i#  wWcb  he  is  bound  to  ixwimit  to  Confiantino^  ata  vaft  Or 
^f^»     pence ;  the  caniage  from  K^irti  thither  bdng  very  ^barp* 
afade/and  wboUy  to  he  de&ayed  by  him.    3cfides  that  an^ii^ 
fam,  which  was  called  ik^noK  ^i^d  muft  be  pMd  in  i^ady 
fpecie,  he  is  Qbliged  to  fumilh  the  fen^Uo  with  a  ^\m 
quantity  qf  poviuoiu;  iiK;h  ^  fogar,  c^^,  (herbet,  Ho(« 
corn,  and  other  cpmnaocTities,  which  are  computed  tpainojuit 
tQ  very  near  the  iame  funir  He  19,  moreover,  d^Ji^ed  by  lui 
poft  to  defray  the  whole  charge  of  the  grand  pavilion,  whidl 
H  Mecca  the  ISultan  fend9  yearly  to  /tf^<^j  and  to  fend  thither  with  it 
mni  Da-    joQ^ooo  cl-owns  for  the  ^ntqrtainnient  of  that  city  and  ml)^ 
floafciis.     suvl  the  lil^e  fom  to  JD^ma/oiSt  to  defray  the  charge  of  dK 
caravan  whiqh  f^  out  from  thence  for  Arabia^    Over  aa4 
above  all  thefe  vaA  iiims,  and  other  commodities^  which  be  }l 
bound  to  convey  out  of  Egypt  at  his  own  expence,  he  is  like* 
P^^pmm  '  wife  to  pay  i41  th^  fopces  <^  that  kJDgdom  (of  which  we  ihall 
^faUihi  give  a  full  account,  in  the  fequel)  out  of  the-yc^rly  aadothti 
(fircii.       accidental  revalues  of  thatidngdom^  with  which  he  is  iaveftad 
in  full  by  his  commiiQon  \  by  virtue  whereof  he  enters  iatt 
his  gov^riunent  in  the  jaKmth  of  SfPismier,  which  is  the  firfl 
of  the  old  Co^iic  year ;  and  if  continued  Ibi^ger  thaa  QW 
year,  which  is  <rften  the  cafe,  hath  a  frefli  one  tranfmitted  tt 
him  from  the  P<x-te  about  the  iame  tti&ei  but  it  is  a  favooi 
which  cannot  be  obtained  without  a  confiderable  expence. 
Creat  re*       No  w  to  give  our  readers  ^n  idea  how  a  Bafha  is  enabled  ti 
nfgma;      fupport  fuch  vaA  annual  difburfements,  we  Aiould  ky  befcn 
them  ibme  kind  of  eAimate~  of  his  yearly  ineosie :  and  hen 
:wc  are  toid  by  a  proper  judge,  who  redded  a  confidembl 
time  at  Kairo,  as  conful  of  the  frsnch  tuition  ^,  that  it  nu^ 
•caiily  be  made  to  amount  to  double  the  value  ef  what  he  ^\ 
to  the  Grand  Signor,  cxclufive  of  the  maintenance  of  hj 
forces^  were  it  managed  with  fuitablc  oeconomy,    T^s  i 
more  diftinftly  confirmed  by  ^  later  auJthor  g,  who  tells  ui 
that  the  whole  land-revenue  of  that  kingdom  amounts  t 
iQjOoo  purfes ;'  of  which  the  Ba(ha  pays  only  izoo  10  tl 
.Gr^knd  Signor ;  and  that  the  reft  goes  to  the  payment  of  ^ 
army^  the  maintenance  of  tho  temple  at  M^cca,  and  etb 
^  purpoies  already  mentioned » 

'  Mail.  Dcfc.  de  TEgyptc,  let.  is.  Ga ancek,  Nordbk, P 
COCK,  &  al,  «  GaAMcsR's  Vpy.  into  Egypt,  p.  231,  kh 
ubifup. 
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BvT,  adds  the  former  of  thefe  aathors^  the  moft  conll-  ej^daify 
dcrahlc  branch  of  it  arifefi  from  the  pcftiknce;  which  fo  fre- '« t^  tim$ 
aueady  rages  in  that  country;  infoninch  that,  during  tht^fP^^' 
mree  or  four  months  it  commonly  lafts,  it  brings  him  fuch  a^*^'* 
wil  income,  that  one  fingle  day  may  he  worth  to  him  two 
pr  300,000  crowns,  by  the  deaths  of  thofc  w{io  are  pdC- 
feflfid  of  large  vUlagcs;  for  thefe  lands,  which,  by  the  laws 
rf  die  Otbman  empire,  revert  to  the  Grand  Signor,  do  of 
courfc  fall  to  the  ftiare  of  the  Baftia,  who  is  intitled  to  them  i„b^riit 
by  virtue  (rf  his  comtoilTiori,  and  frequently  amount  tokn-/^^^^^^, 
mcafc  fums ;  cfpecially  as,  by  the  rapid  deaths  w}th  yflAsSxoffbeMd- 
the  purchafcrs  are  often  fnatched  away,  one  after  another, 
it  is  enabled  to  fell  the  fame  eftate  to  three  or  four  different     , 

r}ns  in  one  week,  no  land  purchafe  being  longer  than  the 
of  the  purchafer.  But  herein  is  the  great  misfortune, 
jthat  the  Balha  fells  thofe  lands  to  the  higheft  bidders ;  who^ 
JDpoQ  all  fuch  occafions,  attend  in  great  numbers,  and  ufualfy  . 
outbid  one  another ;  the  confequence  of  which  is,  that,  ia 
order  to  make  the  moft  of  their  purchafe,  they  farm  them  out 
atfach  high  rates,  that  the  poor  tenants  find  it  di$cult  to 
get  a  bare  maintenance  by  them. 

Besides  the  above-mentiofied  income  arifing  from  the 
•cnltivated  lands,  he  hath  likewife  another  confiderable  one 
arifmg  from  the  farming  of  the  cpftoms,  and  feveral  other 
crown-revenues,  amounting  commonly  to  1440  puries ;  of 
which  he  pays  no  more  to  the  Porte  than  800,  and  finks  the 
remainder  into  his  own  coffers.  To  all  thefe  we  mufl  add  a 
viriety  of  other  privileges  and  perquifites  be{ongifig  to  thofe 
I  governors,  which  arc  too  obvious  to  want  mentioning ;  and 
which  are  equally  grievous  to  the  common  people,  and  no 
Ws  contribute  to  the  mifery  that  rages  among  them ;  at  the*  C 
iuae  time  enabling  the  Egyptian  Bafha  and  his  court  to  main? 
tain  that  lufbre  and  grandeur,  which  it  enjoyed  under  its  for? 
oer  mcmarchf  • 

The  Bafha  of  Egypt  is  obliged  to  have  twenty-four  Beigfas  His  ajjif^m 
vnder  hlmi  and  feven  bodies  of  militia,  without  whofe  con-  ant  EHgh^ 
fait  he  cannot  undertake  any  thing.    But  it  feWom,  if  ever,  cnimn*^ 
k*ppcns  that  the  number  of  the  former  is  complete ;  their '''^* 
Wy,  which  amounts  to  500  afpers/^r  dxem^  and  lopo,  wheur , 
fCver  they  takis  the  field,  being  a  great  temptation  to  Wm,ifj^^^^. 
J»^bo  alone  hath  the  nominatioii  of  them,  to  fink  as  much  oihtrfeUm 
it  as  he  dares.     So  that  that  dignity  is  feldom  pircha&d  9,tcmpUte. 
« leg  price  than  between  ao  and  30  purfed ;  each  purfe 
^>K>umiAg  to  about  500  crowns. 

It  is  much  the  fatne  with  reTpeft  to  the  mlKtla  or  knd 
%oes,  wbith  is  feldom  found  to  be  above  h^  its  eomfdt« 

M  3  m^t\ 
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mcnt ;  and  with  th's  only  difference,  that,  in  this  laft,  the 
officers  link  the  reft  into-  their  own  pockets,  though  not  with- 
6ut  n^aklng  fome  fuitablc  acknowledgemisnt  to  the  Bafha  for  , 
Vinking  at  the  deficiency.   We  hinted  above,  that  thefe  were 
"divided  into  feven  diftin^  bodies  ox  clafles,  called  by  them 
[Ports '^  two  of  which  are  infantry ;  viz^  the  Janiffaries  and 
Jgars ;  the  other  five  arc  cavalry,  and  diftirigtiifhed  by  their 
different  names  of  Jumeli,  Tt^ekhi,  Charakfas^  Matafarrakas^ 
and  Chiaus,     The  complement  of  the  Janiffaries  fhould  con  • 
lift  of  20,000 ;  that  of  the  Jgars^  and  the  other  five,  of 
.  zo,ooo  more  ;  in  all  40,600  :  but  it  is  a  queftion  whether  ; 
they  amount  to  half  that  number  »».     The  infantry  is  chiefly  j 
kept  to  guard  the  city  and  caftle  at  Kayr^  or  Kairo ;  the  Ma*  \ 
'tafarrakas  are  fent  to  garrifon  other  maritime  cities,  as  ^lex-i  | 
andria,  Ro/etta,  Dametta\  and  fome  other  inferior  ports. 
The  reft  of  them  are  chiefly  ufed  as  guards  and  attendants  on 
the  Beighs,  or  governors  of  provinces ;  and  the  Chiaus  to  be 
fent  out  upon  any  extraordinary  parties,  or  occafional  excur- 
sions, as  the  Bafha  and  his  Dowan  fhall  think  fit  to  order 
them(D).  ■  \  :  ^ 

.  This; 

^  Granger,  Maillet^  Norden,  &  al.  ublfup; 


•  (D)  It  will  not  be  ipfiproper 
to  apprife  our  readers^'  that  the 
conful  above-named,  who  re* 
.iidcd  there  aboat  30  years  be- 
:fore  our  author's  arrival,  gives 
a  different  accoant  of  the  Egyp- 
tian xpili;i^,  both  with  refped. 
to  the  nqi^iber  of  tlifir  bodies, 
'  their  offices^  and  fome  of  their 
names;  from  which  we  con- 
clade,  that  the  corps  is  likelv  to 
change  according  to  the  plea- 
furc  of  the  Porte,  or  of  the  Ba- 
iha  and  his  Dowan. 

In  the  next  placp,  he  names 
but  five  orders  or  bodies  of  it  ; 
«i/;V.  I.  the  Mv/tftfiaragfts  •/ ^» 
the  Azaphs  i  l,  the  Sfahis  ;  4, 
the Bachaoucbs ;  and  5.tbp  Jc" 
nijfaries,  '^he  firft  bf  them, 
whom  heftiles  the  mod  noble, 
thoMeaft  nfeful  and  eiteemed, 
have  the  Baiha  at  their  head, 
;Th[ey  are^  according  to  him,  a 
.kind  of  ^lobilityj,  cpnilfling  p^ft* 


ly  of  thofe  of  his  houfhold,  and 
(omc  Beighs*  and  partly  of-^icH 
merchants,  who,  for  fome  pri. 
vate  reafons,  arc  obliged  to  put 
themfelves  under  his  protedtion; 
butbping,  for  the  moft  part,  un-«  ] 
difcipUned  in  the  military  art.  j 
are  kep^  more  fbr  ihow  than  1 
fervice.  j 

The  fecond  corps,  wbich  is  \ 
the  Jzaphsy  are  infantry,  not  | 
unlike  that  of.  the  yanijfaries^  \ 
and  alfo  quite  independant  on  j 
the  Bafha;  but  »rc  ev^r  oppq- 
fite  and  irreconcileable  enemies 
to  each  other. 

The  ^fahii  are  the  next  corps 
of  cavalry  to  the  Muftapbara- 

fas ;  they  are  divided  into  three 
anners ;  w«;  the  green,  the 
yellow,  and  the  red;  each  con- 
fifling,  or  Ihopld  conftft,  of 
1000  men;  and  each  of  them 
bearing  the  like  ill-w^l  both  to 
tb^  janiffaries  -^'A^p^s. 
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THis-Dowan  is  held  twice,  fomc  fey  thrice,  a  week,  at  his  7i&^  />(?«v- 
palace  at  A!<«ro ;  viz,  on  Sunday y  Tuefday^  and,  fomc  add, «»»  ^'^ 
Thurjday  K    Thofe  Bdghs  and  officers  of  the  militia  are  the^^**^ 
conftant  attendants  of  the  Ba(ha,,  unlefs  fent  on  fome  public  ^^^^^^^^ 
expedition  or  fervicc  of  the  ftate,  and  from  his  Dowan,  or 
grand  council.     Thefe  are  th^y  who  may  be  truly  faid  to  en- 
grofs  the  whole  power  and  authority,  he  not  being  allowed  to 
undertake  any  thing  without  their  confent.     Yet,  as  he  hath 
the  fole  right  to  nominate  them,  and  winks  at  thofe  abufes 
by  which  they  enrich  themfelves  in  their  refpe6i:ive  pofts,  his 
iaflueace  over  them  is  ufually  fufficient  to  attach  them  to  his 
intereft,  and  agreement  with  his  meafure.  If  there  be  any  among  j;^^^y  ^^- 
the  Agas,  of  the  militia  efpecially,  who  betrays  ah  ambitious /|^^/y^^.*. 
view  of  gaining  a  fuperiority  over  the  reft,  he  is  fure  to  be  fet  kufies  and 
up. as  a  mark  for  their  jealoufy ;  and  though  h^  may  fome*  cabals. 
tifides  fucceed,  yet  his  reign  feldom  lafts  longer  than  till  his 
co-rivals  have  found  means  to  form  a  ftronger  party  againft 
him,  which  will  quickly  bring  him  to  a  tragical  end.     A  po- 
litic Baflia  never  fails  of  having  a  watchful  ey<e.over  thefe  in- 
tfeffine  feuds,  and  improving  them  to  his  own  advantage; 
not  only  as  they  add  as  much  weight  to  his  authority  as  they 
take  off  from  that  of  the  Dowan,  but  much  more  fo  by  the 
fpoils  of  thofe  who  become  the  yiftims  of  fuch  commotions  ; 

*  Confer.  Maillet#  ^W  fup.  &  Grawg.  Vfty.  into  Egypt,  p, 
y27,«pal. 

The  fourth  corps,  which  our  equal  number  of  fupernumerary 

auther  calls   Bacbaouchs^  is  a  ones,  being  chieHy  merchants, 

fmall  body  of  infantry,  not  ex-  tradefmen,  and  other  natives, 

ceediiig  500  men,  and  governed  who    lift    themfelves    among 

much  like  that  of  the  Janijfa-  them   merely,  for  the  fal^e  of 

ftesy  if  it  may  not  b<  rather  prqtedion,  and  to  be  admitted 

looked  upon  as  part  of  their  to  the  fame  privileges  and  im- 

body,  as  it  includes  mucji  the  munities  which  that  corps  en- 

famc  number  of  widows,  whofe  joys  ;  but  the  pay  of  this  lad 

hnfbands  have  died  in  the  fer-  fort  Qijamjfaries  is  commonly 

TOe.  fwallowed  up  \^y  the  former. 

The  fifth  and  laft  corps,  ac-  who  are  looked  upon  as  the  true 

cording,  to  this  author,  tho'  in  ones ;  and  when  the  former  are 

kfclf  the  moft  confiderable  and  fumnjoned  to  the  wars,  or  any 

powerful  chat  th#  Porte  main-  of  them  die,  a  great  part  of  their 

tains  in  this  kingdom,  is  that  of  .effects  is  feized  upon  by,  and 

the  Janiffaries  ;  which  confifts  ihared  among,  the  latter.  Thu^ 

of  fix  or  eight  thoufand  effec-  far  thisaivthfor(4). 

iive  men,  befides  almoll  an  ^ 

(4)  Letter  9,  ubifup. 

M4  .  for; 
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fof ,  being  thereby  declared  traitors  to  the  gyvtromeot,  diey 

^  ttftisdly  fOTfeh  their  IiTes  and  eftates  to  him^  Thus,  though  1^ 

power  be  ever  fo  limited  and  cramped  by  the  conOitiitk»  of 

that  ftate,  a  wife  goTemor  sever  wants  rncaa^  tofuppon  and 

ftrengthen  himfelf  ag»nft  the  oppofitiem  ai^d  eal^  of  hi$ 

.  Do^van. 

The  hall        THIS  grand  conncflftt?  in  a  fpadons  and  n)agiu£ce&t  halt, 

nvhere       which  hath  a  moft  lioble  fqnare  or  court  before  it,  where  th<^ 

thiyjit.     members  of  it  parade  with  all  thw  retinue,  and  make  fuch 

a  fplendid  appearance,  not  only  by  the  vaft  number  of  thdf 

fervants  and  horfes,  richly  dreOed  and  caparifoned,  a^ 

Grand  a^  glittering  with  gold,  filrer,  and  precious  ftoncs,  that  it  is  af* 

fearame.   gj-jticd,  by  thofe  who  have  feen  both,  to  exceed  ev«i  that  <rf 

the  tirand  Signor  in  his  metropolis.    And  it  is  upoo  thai  ac? 

count,  vift  are  tpld,  that  Sultan  SeHm^  who  fubdued  tlial 

kingdom,  having  held  hi$  Dowaa  at  this  city  of  ICairo,  and 

in  the  ftately  hall  of  the  ropil  palace  of  the  Egyptian  mor 

ForhiJ  to  ^^*^^»  forbad  the  then*  Baftia  and  all  his  facce^s  to  naeef 

Jit intbt    ^y  mote  in  that  magnificent  apartment,  left  the  £ght  of  fi> 

ancient      much  grandeur  aini  opulence,  joined  to  the  ^lendid  app<^* 

Jfoll.  ance  of  their  Dowan,  ihould  infpire  them  with  a  dehre  of 

ihaking  offtheir  loyalty  to  the  Porte,  and  of  making  themfelrcs 

^bfolutcmaftersof  iJg'jv/f.  So  that  this  hall,  where  theppwaii 

tiow  meets,  i$  quite  different  from  that  of  the  ancient  Egyp^ 

iian  kings ;  and,  excepting  its  extraordinfury  lai^enefs  kad 

'  fpacious   court    lately   mentioned,   is  almoA  deftitate    of 

"^monu-    every  other  ornament,  there  being  nothing  in  it  worth  obferv- 

S^'  ^     ?Qg  ^^^  ^^y  feyen  dpal  planks,  each  about  half  an  inck  thick, 

^^^f     aiS  clofcly  faiiened  together  by  an  ^rrow  which  that  Sultan 

^enftb^  iWt  quite  through  them.     Thefe  are  kept  fufpehdf  d  pve^ 

^    Z    *    the  pkce  Tvhere  the  Bafha  fits,  as  a  mpnyment  of  tjiat  prince'i 

cxtraordimry  ftrength  (E).         '     ^    "  ' 

}  Mail,  ubi  fap.  f  Id.  i&» 

(E)  It  is  added,  u  a  farther  lo^ra^'ate  Jumfelf  to.hisinafter, 

•proof  of'it,  that  the  arrc^w  of  the  6r'  out  of  fear  left  aimii^g  iai- 

ftirongcft  bf  thofc,'  wjjo  /hot with  jprud«ntly  at  the  viftory  ihoald 

lifm  at  that  time,  pieiietrated  i<6  bav^  a  coo^trary  etf«^.     How- 

jl^rther  thaii  the  third   board*,  ^vcr  that  b^,  the  ihbbtii^  ^iro* 

tthough  he  was  famed  for  the  f^ack  a  number  of  boards;  of 

prodigious  ilrength  of  his  arM.  Which,  h^  fays,  t^  iir^  Was  of 

£ut  migh^  he  not^  adds  bar  au-  deal,  but  does  nbit  tell  as  what 

thor  (5),  be  glad  to  flackenk  the  reft  were  of;  would  ftill  b^ 

upon  this  occafioii,  in  order  to  a  faiHcient  proof  oiCtlui.t  mo^ 

{5)  MuiUtt^  et  al,  uhijuf^ 
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Besides  this  vail  revenues  and  privileges  ^eady  meatioix*  % 

(cd,aj>pertaim0g  to  the  Baiha,  his  Beighs  and  mH&tirj  ofEcers^ 
they  have  found  out  many  other  way$  of  iQriching  themfelves 
by  various  other  oppreilions  of  the  people^  efpecially  of  the 
richer  fort,  whom,  by  fome  artifice  or  other,  they  dther  cnlift» 
jorprietend  to  have  enlifled,  under  ibme  one  of  thehr  bodies  ; 
by  which  they  fleece  them  while  ali vie,  and  feize  on  the  better 
part  oJF  their  eSkHs  after  their  death ;  the  Baiha  conniving 
at  all  thofe  abufes,  either  as  a  (barer  in  the  fpoil,  pr  out  <^ 
£»(  of  difobligin^  fuch  a  powerful  body  by  difcount^aancin^ 
or  fiippref&ng  them. 

They  carry  this  arbitrary  proceeding  as  faf  ;w  Upper  y*^^, 
fgyptf  and  among  the  Jrabian  Gheyks,  or  chiefs,  from  whomA^  g^^ 
they  extort  the  moft  exorbitant  contributions^  under  thefpf-  /^/i0»«ii  ' 
cious  name  of  tribute  for  living  UQder  their  proteflion ;  by  th  Aral^ 
which  pretended  jdtle  they  ^kewife  claim  the  largeft  fhare  of  Cbtjks^ 
thdr  eilate  whe|i  they  die,  ai;Ld  divide  the  reft  among  the  ^ 

^dren  or  relations  of  the  deceafed^  according  to  their  p^vn 
difcretion.    This  laft  kind  of  oppreffion  is  a  privil^e  prq-r    ' 
pctly  belonging  to  the  corps  of  the  Janijpiries ;  which  th^  JaniAa-^ 
griping  officers  have  found  means  to  ufurp  within  theie  fifty  ries,  tbeir^ 
or  fixty  years,  in  fpite  of  the  wife  regulations  of  Sultan  Sifyn^  ufurpatiom 
that  e&cluded  every  Idnd  of  military  corps  firpm  poITeffing  ^ndfoHcj. 
any  l^nds ;  fp  that  thpy  have  by  this  time  got  the  far  greater 
pm  of  thqn  into  their  hands  by  main  force»  and  are  in  a  likely 
^y  of  becoming  mailers  of  aU  the  reft.  .  Moreover,  we  are 
told,  thefe  Jan^afies  are  fo  bent  upon  thjsi  point,  that  they 
keep  an  exaAroU  of  the  rarions  fiates,  trades,  and  occupa* 
fions  in  the  kingdom ;  of  all  the  rich  and  poor ;  of  the  ya- 
A)us  ways  by  which  they  have  hitherto  extorted  many  fums 
from  them ;  arid  are  ever  concerting  new  ones  to  complete 
rticir  purpofe.    What  adds  to  the  wonder  is,  that  the  Otb-, 
t^  Porte,  though  fully  apprifed  of  it,  doth  not  take  any 
5^6  to  iapprefs  an  abufe,  which  may  fome  time  or  other  end 
|n  t|ie  to(al  Ipfs  of  that  rich  prpvincie  °^« 

^  MAittzT,  Sczl.  ubifi}p. 

WrcVs  extraordinary  ftrepgth,  here,  abpve  half  an  inch  thick, 

thooeh  any  of  the  reil  bad  dpnp  and  pierced  by  Sultan  Amurai 

IhcJamc*.  with  feve^al  fpears  >  which  h^ 

Dr,  Voc^tk  mentions  likewife  ordered  ftill to  remainin  them  f  1 
frine  leathern  ihjcldf   ihewn 

•  MMlJfii,  fify^  +  Ohffi^mim  •«  Egypt,  p.  33. 

Trbss 
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Extortions      Thesje  extortions' fall  equally  on  the  Europeam  and  other 

en  the  Hu-  trading  nations  that  are  amongft  them  ;  andtfaefe  Janiffaries 

ropeans     r^^  never  at  d  lofs  for  a  pretence  to  quarrel  with  them,  fomc- 

find others,  ^^^^  about  their  drefs,  at  others  about  their  behaviour,  as 

not  paying  a  due  refpeft,  or  for  admitting  fome  of  the  Mo' 

hammedan  women  into  their  quarters   by  night,  apd  fuch 

other  pretexts,  whether  real  or  falfe,  in  order  to  extort 

money  from  them.;  there  being  no  other  way  of  avoiding 

ofien         ^^^^^  rrfentment  tlixin  by  ^  quick  fubmiffion,  and  fome  an- 

iouzht  off  ifwerable  atonement,  as  fpeedy  as  valuable,  according  to  one 

fy  abribe.of^^^^  favourite  adages,  that  the  egg  of  to-day  isprefer/M 

to  the  chicken  of  to-morrow.    But,  ot  all  nations,  that  of  th^ 

.Jews  is  the  moft  hated,  defpifed,  and  opprefled  by  this  tyran*' 

-  nic  government,  though  fo  numerous  and  fo  highly  encou.^ 

raged  in  all  the  other  Turki/b  dominions ;  and  ^e  may  add  in 

this  kingdom  too,  where  they  were  once  very  numerous, 

rich;  and  employed  In  fomci  of  the  moft  important  poftsrf 

the  ftate  ;  but  now,  by  thefe  new  fett  pf  oppreflbrs,  dwindled 

to  a  very  inconfiderable  number,  except  at  Kairq,  and  r^ 

duced  to  the  loweft  poverty  j '  but  of  this*  we  have  had  occa* 

iion  to  fpeak  in  a  former  volume  *.     This  much  may  fuffic© 

to  give  our  readers  an  idea  of  the  tyranny  and  iniquity  of  the 

prefent  Egyptian  government  (F),  as  well  as  of  the  extreme 

indigence  apd  mifery  of  thofe  who  live  under  it. 

'    Those 
♦Vol.  iii.  p.  334,  &  fcq, 

(F)  It  will  not,  however,  be  whole  ^o  him  within  the  fpaco 

improper  to .fubjoin  here,  as  a  of  three  years ;  (b  that  a  monie4 

farther  proof  of  what  goes  be-  man  can  get  his  pay  increafed 

fore,  the  ab'ufe  an4  corruption  from  three  or  four,  to  ten,  twcn- 

which  gradually  crept  into  the  ty,  or  an  hundred,  pence  ftr 

method  of  paying  this  militia,  diemy  according  to  the  fum  ad- 

efpecially  the  corps  of  the  ^a-  vanced,  and  which  is  as  rega<* 

mffaries ;  which  is  Aich  as  is  larly  paid  as  that  of  the  loweft 

hardly  to  be  matched  in  any  rate* .  The  Baflia  is  the  perfon 

government  we  know,  or  have  who  receives  the  fum,  by  way 

read  of.  of  fecurlty  ;    and,  having  re- ' 

The  flated  ftipend  of  every  ceivedthe  principal,  often  leaves 
private  man  is  three  pence  per  the  .ipt«rcft  tb  be  p^id  by  h^ 
diem,  which  is  paid  to  them  fucceflbrs.  The  word  of  it  ij, 
evpry  three  months  by  their  re-  that  this  high  pay  is  continued 
fppftive  treafurer,  fit' the  c^ftlp  after  the.  death  of  the  perfon 
of  Kairo,  But  every  one  of  who  is  intitIed,to  it,  and  an- 
them is  intitled  to  ^n  augmen-  'other  of  a  lower  pay  is  put  in 
tation  of  one  or  more  pence  by  his  room,  thpugh  without  re- 
paying a  certain  fum,  not  in-  ceiving  any  advantage  from  it, 
» d^^d  proportionate  to  the  ang-  the  Baiha  and  officers  finking 
'mentation,  but  fuch  as  'returns  the  reft  into  their  pockets,  to 

the 
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'  TitosE  who  live  In  the  upper  provinces  of  the  kingdomTh peop/e 
may  be  faid  to  be-ftill  taore  miferable,  being  not  only  cqa^y  often  rav- 
opprefled  by  their  voracious  governors,  but  frequently  e^-^gf^h 
pofed  to  the  inroads  and  dreadful  ravages  of  the  Jrabian^^^ ^^h 
Cheyks ;  who,  by  way  of  reprifal  for  the  hardfliips  they  fuf- 
fer  from  thefe  petty  tyrants,  watch  all  opportunities  to  pour 
down  upon  the  poor  villagers  with  their  numerous  Adouars, 
and  carry  all  before  them  that  comes  in  their  way.     1%  is 
true  the  Beighs,  who  have  the  governpient  of  thefe  provinces, 
are  obliged  to  entertain  a'certain  number  offerees  to  fupprefs 
thofe  freebooters;  but,  as  we  latdy  obferved,  the  number 
icrf  the  Beighs,  and  much  more  that  of  their  forces,  is  never 
complete;  nor  are  the  latter  kept  in  fuch  a  condition,  and 
under  fufficient  difcipline,  to  repel  them^  efpecially  as  their  - 
Incurfions  are  ever  fudden,  fierce,  and  defperat^  againft  all 
oppofition :  whilft,  perhaps,,  thofe  Beighs,  whofe  bufinefs  cw.  ^-^ 
and  duty  it  is  to  curb  and  oppofe  the  invaders,  are  parading  ^^^^-^' 
Jt  at  Kair9^  in  fuch  fplendid  equipages  as  would  by  far  eclipfe  offi,g 
•thofe  of  many  of  our  European  princes  (G).  ,  If  any  fuch  dif-  Beighs^ 

afters 


^he  impairment  of  the  imperial 
reventie ;  which,  however,  the 
Saltans  feldoxo  fail  of  obliging 
them  to  refund  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  by  the  frequent  and  large 
demands  they  makejupon  then), 
jind  which  they  arp  ^l^liged  to 
comply  with,  to  avoid  the  lofs 
of  their  all,  if  not  of  their 
livcs(6).  / 

(G)  We  have  already  hinted 
fomething  of  the  faperb  ap^ 
'pearanc0  the  Beighs  and  mili- 
tia officers  make  at  the  Baiba's 
^o^rt  J  but  left  the  reader  fhpuld 
think  that  lall  exprefHon  exag- 
gerated, we  ftall  l^e^-e  fubjoin  a 
.fiiort  dePcriptioQ  of  tb^  pompous 
equipages  they  cqmmonly  ap- 
pear in,  from  one  or  two  eye- 
witneffes,  even  upon  the  moft 
trifling  occadon  ;  fuch  as  their 
(hewing  themfelves  upon  the 
public  walks  of  the  citjr,  or  on' 
their  weekly  attendance  at  the 
Po^y^  on  the  appointed  days. 


Imagine  theu^  fays  one  of  our 
authors,  one  of  thefe  grandees 
molt  magnificently  dreded,  an4 
mounted  on  a  flately  horfe,  ad- 
orned with  variety  of  gold  and 
filver  embroidery,  and  other 
rich  emhelUfhments,  followed 
by  30  or  40  beautiful  youths, 
no  lefs  fiiperbly  m Quitted  and 
accoutred,  marching  with  all 
the  grandf^ur  and  digjoity  pecu- 
liar to  the  Turkijh  nation^  and 
this  will  give  you  an  idea  of 
their  pride  and  gallantry. 

But  this  is  ilill  iaconfiderable 
iu  comparifoA  to  the  appear-  ' 
ance  oi  the  chief  Beigh,  who 
hath  the  command  of  the  A^^c- 
ca  caravan,  and  feldom  appears 
on  public  days  without,  a. reti- 
.nue  of  300  pien  as  fumptuouily 
habited,  and  mounted  on  fome 
of  the  fineft  horfes  in  the  coun- 
try, covered  all  over  with  the 
richeft  trappings  and  houfingg, 
reaching  to    the   grounds  and 


(6)  Uailltt;^%iiup,  9</  i>. 


|id(>rne4 
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afters  happen  to  any  of  thofe  Beighs  as  the  r&?agiag  a  pro* 
vince  or  canton^  through  his  negleA  of  keeping  a  wflide&t 
force  againft  the  Arabs,  the  Ba(ha  hath  power  to  ponifh  \m 
vdth  the  lofs  of  his  |dace,  vrith  fine  or  confifcation  d  his 
goods»  and  even  with  death*    The  iame  he  may  do  in  cafe  of 
any  male-adminiftration,  other  default^  or  even  on  any  mere 
pretended  one,  and  with  no  other  view  than  to  feize  on  their 
wealth  :  there  have  been  inftances  of  all  thefe  feverities,  tbo* 
{but  feldom  of  late  years.     They  are,  properly  fpeaking,  little 
better  than  farmers  of  the  lands  which  are  in  their  rdfe&in 
#1/ A    P^^^^^^^^^>  ^^^  ^^  which  they  are  to  pay  a  proportionabU 
5^j^,       lum  to  the  government ;  but  have  found  out  an  cflfeaual 
^1^/     way  to  fcreen  theotfelves  from  fuch  puniflunents,  by  putti&| 
themfelves  under  the  proteAion  either  of  the  JamffarMi 
A%a^b$  or  Spahis,  or  even,  to  be  ftUl  more  fecure,  of  aSl  theii 
three  bodies ;  which  is  no  diif&cult  thing  to  obcaini  provided  : 
the  delinquent,  whether  really  or  pretendcdly,  be  but  rich 
enoy^  to  bribe  his  proteAcnrs  to  efpoofe  his  caufe :  for  it  is 
pot  to  befujppofed,  that  any  pf  them  will  do  fo  merely  from  a 
principle  of  juftice  or  equity.     In  that  cafe,  a  Bafha  who  hath 
no  authority  over  them,  but  rather  every  thing  to  fear  from 
thek-  refentmenty  fees  himCelf  obliged  to  g}.ve  up  his  vie^ 
fnd  to  drop  the  profecution,  be  th^  accufed  ever  fo  guilty; ' 
linlefs  he  can,  by  the  fame  method  of  bribery,  or  by  femeo^ 

fulojiiiBdwithcoftly  embroidery:  give  a  check  to  the  pleafure,  as 

the  meaneft  of  fi^hich  are  valued  well  as  th^  biCQefit,  one  mi^t 

at  200,  bat  fome  of  them  at  otherwife  reap  in  readmg  of 

above  500  crowns.  fhem. 

It  inuft  be  owned  that  Mr.        But  here  it  muft  be  oMerved, 

Vorden  hath,  in  one  note,  taken  that  the  height  of  their  pride  is 

upon  him  to  cenfore  this  ac-  inoflly  confined  to  fuch  (plendid 

count  as  extravagant;  but  with*  equipages.    They    are   much 

put  producing  either  authority  more  frugal  in  the  {anuture  of 

or  reafon  to  the  contrary,  thp^  their  houfes,  if  we  except  die 

comfirmed    by    other   writers,  apartments   of  their   women, 

Whoever  reads  his  cenfure  on  which  they  fpare  no  coft  to 

the  fame  author,  and  compares  adorn  with  every  thing  that  is 

tiie  aecoiint   he  has  |iven  of  rich  and  delightful ;  but,  as  to 

Fompey\  pillar^  with  his  own  their  own,  they  are  lefs  carcfal 

.  (vol.  i.  p.  16.  &  al.}  will  fi^d  about  their  furniture,  being  oH' 

fitde  <:aufe  for  his  fevere  re-  certain  how  long  they  may  con^ 

marks,  but  a  pregnant  iqftance  tinue  in  their  pods,  after  which 

of  that  fpirit  which  too  often  it  all  goes  to  the  next  fuccef- 

prevails  among  gentlemen  of  his  for  (7  J. 
profeflion,  and  feldom  fails  to 

(7)  HiailUt,  Gran^tr,  ST  «/.  /«rf .  fi/tft. 
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fome  diUhafion  amongft  them,  fecure  a  majority  on  lus  fide  ^ 
which  laft  is  the  fareft  engine  he  hath  to  play  againft  their 
absis,  in  all  emergencies  c»  that  nature. 

Another  Qiow  of  grandeur,  which  not  only  thefe  Belighs  rafi  nutK* 
and  militia  officers,  but  all  the  opulent  and  wealthy,  geoe^  hers  of 
raQy  affeA,  i$  to  havie  a  vaft  number  of  flakes  of  both  fexe^,  fi^*^^  ^^r^ 
and  in  this  refpeft  they  are  to  the  full  as  laviftt  as  in  thek  ^*l^^  ^ 
other   retinue;    infomuch   that   there  are  fome  of  tl^em, '    J^'^*^'' 
whofe  number  and  value  amount  to  20,  or  30,000  crow^i 
which  is  the  more  to  be  wondered  at,  becaufe  the  plague^ 
which  fo  frequently  rages  th^e,  feldomi  £ail$  of  carryisg  w 
one  third  or  more  of  them,  and  by  that  means  raifes  the  price 
of  them  to  fuch  a  height,  that  their  lois  cannot  be  repaired 
but  at  a  prodigious  expence.    And  as  that  diflempercom^ 
monly  makes  a  much  greater  havock  amoi^ft  them  in  pro*- 
portion,  than  among  their  mailers,  it  often  happens  diat  one 
mafter  lives  long  enough  to  fee  three  or  four  hundred  flave^ 
drop  into  their  graves  before  he  dies.    Another  thing  thatien* 
kances  the  price  of  them  is,  the  great  quantities  which 
every  Bafha  is  obliged  to  (end  yearly  into  Turky,  both  to  the 
Forte  and  to  all  his  friends  at  court.    If  it  be  aiked  how  thejr 
are  fupplied  with  fuch  vaft  numbers  of  them  ?  we  anfwcr, 
that  the  inland  parts  of  Jfrica  are  an  inexhauftible  fbarce,  Wbinet 
and  have  actually,  for  thefe  two  or  three  centuries  laft  paft,  hrought^ 
fiirniftied  not  only  Egypt^  but  jifia  and  America^  with  my- 
riads of  them  yearly,  as  we  fhall  have  £u*ther  occaiion  to  fliev 
in  the  fequel  of  this  African  hiftory.    And  as  they  come  from 
very  different  parts,  fo  are  they  of  different  complexions,  tem- 
pers, and  qualities ;  fome  are  white,  others  tawny,  or  broWn' 
olive,  and  others  almoft  white,  which  would  in  all  likelihood 
be  more  cftecmed  for  their  rarity,  were  it  not  for  the  difad- 
vantage  they  have  above  the  reft  of  lofmg  their  whiteaefs 
through  the  heat  of  the  climate :  but  this  is  not  the  cafe  of 
the  females,  who  are  lefs  e^)ofed  to  the  weather,  and  there- 
fore moft  efteemed  by  the  Egyptians  and  Turksy  and  thqfc 
who  lire  brought  from  AbiJJiniay  on  account  of  iheir  charm- 
\ag  eyes,  regular  features,  and  fineihape  (H). 

(H)  Some  add,  for  the  fweet-  moidy  ehofea  of  either  ftx,  but 

aefsof  their  temper,  they  being  efpecially  die  males,  to  make 

whcrily  free  from  that  fallen-  prcf^nts  to  a  Bafha,  Beig^,  or 

»efs  which   is   natural  to  the  great  officer,  and  fddom  fail*  of  ^ 

.  blacks ;  fome    of   wh^m  will  meeting  with  a  gracious  recep* 

'  carry  it  to  fuch  a  height  as  to  tion,  and  faitabie  return. 

ftarve  themfelves  to  death  to        We  are  told  farther,  that  the 

vex  their  mailers.     The  for-  ChrifHans   and    Jt<ws  arc  not 

iQCrf  therefore,  are  more  com-  permitted  to  have  any  (laves, 

•  except 
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^Meij  The.  laft  inflajtice  of  grandeur,  which  tht  Egyptians  o£ 

huryini'  rattk  atidl  wealth  afFeft,  is  to  have  a  SarcojJiagc,  or  burying- 
f  laces.  plac^,  peculiar  to  -their  family,  furrounded  with  a  ftately  wall, 
and  adorned,  if  not  with  imagery,  yet  with  grand  monuments, 
pavilions,  pompous  infcnptions,  and  other  decorations; 
which  yield  a  noble  vifto  at  a  diftancfe.  They  are,  moreover, 
divided  into  partitions  ;  one  of  which  is  for  the  males,  an- 
.  other  for  the  females,  belonging  to  the  family,  and  the  reft 

Decof  of  £qj.  ^j^g  domeftics:    -But  in  no  cafe  doth  the  ftf  ufture  of  theft  '" 
fepulchral,  or  any  other  of  their  fineft,  edifices,  come  up  to 
the  ancient  architefture  for  which  this  country  was  once  fo 
juftly  famed ;  the  moft  celebrated  of  which  we  have  given  an 
account  of  in  a  former  part  of  this  work  *.     Their  tafte  for 
that  and  other  arts  feems  new  as  much  abforbed,  as  if  thefe  ' 
Boble  and  ancient  monuments  which  have  ever  been,  and  are  " 
ftill,  the  admiration  of  the  world,  had  all  been  buried  as  deep 
under  the  fands  and  duft  (as  a  great  part  of  them  aftually 
arc)  as  the .  vaft  Colojfari  fphinx  formerly  defcribed,  of  which 
BOthing  now  is  to  be  (tdi  but  the  head  and  nect* ;  and  many 
other  ftately  temples  and  ftruftures,  of  which  nothing  is  to 
be  feen  but  the  roof,  and  muft  be  digged  down^to  fome  of  the  ' 
windows,  in  order  to  get  into  and  view  the  infide  ".   And  yet 
there  are  a  fufficient  number  left  everj'- where,  ftiU  vifible  and 
entire,  to  have  preferved  their  tafte  for  that  noble  art,  had 
not  the  great  decay  of  its  ancient  fertility  and  populoufncfs, 
the  extreme  mifery  which  the  people  are  reduced  to  by  the 
tyrannical  government  of  fo  many  new  mafters,  as  the  Sara* 
censy  Mamluks,  and  now,  more  than  ever,  the  Turks,  fo  totally 
deftroyed  it,  that  thofe,  who  have  been  eye-witncfles  of  it, 
could  hardly  conceive  how  it  was  poffible  for  fiich  a  nation 
fo  totally  to  degenerate  into  the  oppofite  extreme  of  rudenefs 
and  ftupid  ignorance.     If  any  faint  remains  of  ancient  inge- 
nuity are  ftiU.  found  amongft  them,  it  is  chiefly  in  the  con- 

♦  See  Anc.  Hift.  vol.  i.  p.  445,  &  feq.  ad  fin.  '  See  ibid, 
p.  425,&feq.  Vid.  &Pococic,  p.44,  &  feq.  Norden,  vol.  i.  p. 
121,  &  feq.  &  al.  »  Jbid.  Vid.  &  Maillet,  ubl'  fup. 

Granger's  Voy.  into  Egypt,  ch.  4,  &feq. 

.  except  of  the  negro  kind  ;  and  part  of  thofe,  which  belong  to 
even  thofe  they  do  not  fufFer  the  ^Wv,  have  been  already  in- 
them  to  fend  or  take  with  them    duced  by  their  matters  to  do  (0, 

'  out  of  the  kingdom,  left  they  and  privately  profefs  Judaijm  ; 
ihould  oblige  them  to*  change  buc  whether  iincerelyor  out  of 
their  religion ;  tho'  the  greater  .  policy  is  the  qucftion  (7)^ 

ij)  MaiUet,  a^t,  tfbi  fiip,  •-  * 

,    .  ,  ftrucKon 
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ftruftion  of  their  ftair-cafes,  efpedally  of  the  winding.  kiQ(|*-^/»^«/^?r 
which  are  pretty  numerous,   and  requifite  in  the  womens-^^^ 
apartments,  and  which  they  carry  on  with  great  (kill  and^'^'*»^ 
nicety,  as  well  as  eafe  and  fpeed.     And  this,  we  are  told,  is/*""-^^^- 
chiefly  owing  to  aa  excellent  fort  of  cement,  or  morter,  mixed 
with  qukrk  lime ;  which  makes  it  whiter  and  more  durable^ 
quick  in  drying,  and,  when  fully  fo,  grows  as  hard,  or  ^fea 
harder,  than  the  ftone  it  binds:  fo  that  they  can  rear,  our 
author  affures  us,  fuch  a  flair-cafe  without  fcaifFold,  by  layiqg 
one  ftep  upon  another  ;  which  is  immediately  dry  enough  for 
them  to  iland  upon  and  place  the  next,  and  fo  on  to  the  top  \ 
If  it  be  true,  how  far  might  fuch  a  cement  be  hnproyed  in  thjj 
rearing  of  other  kinds  of  ftruftures ;  but  the  Egyptians^  it 
fisems,  are  too  mdolent  and  ilupid  to  aim  at  improvements,  as 
well  as  too  ftubborn  to  be  direfted  to  them. 

Their  painting  is  flill  more  rude,  whether  in  oil  ot  Wretched 
water  colours,  and  may  be  more  properly  called  a  dawbing, /««»^^*»f 
without  tafte,  keeping,  or  any  of  that  mafculine  and  beautiful  ^^^gi^- 
colons,  which  is  ftill  to  be  feen  in  fome  of  their  antient  paint-  ^^^" 
ings  that  yet  remain. .  Their  gilding  comes  likewife  infinitely 
ihort  of  that  life  and  brilliancy,  which,  in  their  old  ones, 
appttr  ftill  as  if  but  newly  laid  on.  They  have,  motebver,  loft 
the  art  of  burnifhing  the  gold  ;  for  want  of  which  every  thing 
they  do  now  of  that  kind  is  rude  and  lifelefs.     The  only  cu-  ^^jr .  . 
rious  branch  of  this  kbd  they  have  preferved,  is  that  of  dif-  ^JJ^^/f 
folving  their  gold  to  the  liquidity  of  ink,  and  writing  not  '^uid goU. 
only  letters  and  books  with  it,  but  intermixing  it  with  their 
paintings ;  which  appears  very  beautiful,  and  preferves  its 
luftre:  but  this  is  no  fecret  peculiar  to  them ;  for  we  fee  it 
among  the  Perjians  and  Indians  in  the  fame  perfeftion. 

It  would  be  needlefs,  in  a  work  like  this,  to  defcend  to  General 
their  other  arts,  trades,  and  manufaftures,  in  all  which  <^  deca^  of 
may  obferve  the  fame  vifible  decay  of  the  genius  and  ele-  ^^^de  and 
gance  for  which  that  country  was  once  fo  juftly  famed ;  ne^.^^^^V- 
verthelcfs  we  ftiall,  for  the  feke  of  the  curious,  fubjotn  ip  th^  crafts. 
margin  a  fipall  fcaatling  of  them  (I),  by  which  they  niay 

frame 
■  Maillet,  ubi  fup.  p.  13. 

(I)  Thus,  for  inftance,  we  They  have  xfo  notion  of  tjje 

are  told,  that  a  joiner  fits,  in-  lathe  or  wheel  for  turning,  nor 

flead  of  ftanding  to  his  work,  of  fquares,  compafTeS)  gauges, 

the  eround  ierving  him  for  a  and  a  va(i  number  of  other  ia^ 

bench,  and  his  feet  in  place  of  a  ftruments  in  ufe  amoagft  us  ; 

hold  faft  to  keep  his  work  tight,  without  the  help  of  which  thek 

His  tools  are  a  wretched  plane,  work  muft'  Come   clumfy  and 

ax,  and  two  or  thr^  chiiTels*  rude  out  of  their  hands.     But 

thif 
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fiiae  is  i(jiea  of  the  lad  dfefts  of  tyrannic  gom-ameHt,  aad 
how  dcftrtiftive  k  is  to  every  thing  that  is  coBdncive  t6  the 
grandcuf  and  hippindi  of  a  nation,  and  how  fo<m,  as  wdl 
as  sattrr£Iy,  it  ficdcs  tt  iBto*the  lowfefl  degree  df  indoleoce 
tod  fiulety  *. 

THE'dnly  mdnnfeftiire,  therefore,  aiilongft  theni.  Worth 
incntioniilg,  is  the  weaving,  and  is  chiefly  reducible  to  three 
branches  5  viz.  die  fdken,  lineft,  and  woolfen.  With  regard 
to  the  firft,  their  raw  fiBc  is  brought  from  Syria  to  Damiata, 
tod  is  woven  into  Jarjge  handkerchiefs  or  veils  for  the  wo- 
men ;  and  a  very  rich  fort  of  them  Is  worked  ^th  gold,  and 
flowered  with  feveral  colours,  to  throw  over  foehprefiMits  as 
they  fend  from  one  to  the  otheir ;  fome  are  made  btd 
cnfeions,  fc^^tas,  and  jnoft  of  them  r^ty  cofHy.  Bcfides  dirfe, 
they  have  a  cpnfidcrablc  manufafture  of  feveral  forts  of  fat- 
lins  and  taffatees,  in  imitation  of  thofe  which  are  brought 
from  In£a,  but  vaflly  fllopt  of  them  in  beauty  and  goodnefs  h 
lliey  weave  Bkewife  fome  other  forts  of  filkSi  and  even  vd- 


*  id.  ib. 


f  PococK,  obi  fup.  p.  174. 


thift  ii  a  defeA,  whkh,  we  (hall 
fiiew  in  the  fequel ^  is  common 
to  «very  part  of  Africa^  except 
whe]?e  ^  Eurejtemns  are  fet- 
tled, and  have  ^ewn  them,  a 
better  method:  though,  even 
there,  it  is  with  great  difficuky 
tiiat  they  will  be  prevailed  up- 
on to  improve  by  their  example 
and  infhudions,  or  to  exchange 
^tkeir  old  rude  a»d  laborious 
Wy  for  abetter* 

Of  the  metallic  manofadores 
they  are  jdill  more  igooraiit; 
tod,  except  fome  knives,  fcif- 
fars^razorsyandfuch-like^which 
are  wrought  amongft  them,  and 
owe  their  valae  more  to  the 
goodnefs  of  the  metal,  than  the 
mgenuity  of  the  workman,  iuoil 
of  their  commodities  of  that  fort 
come  to  them  from  Europe^  bv 
the  way  of  Venice  and  ConfiantU 
nofle. 

That  6f  glaft,  of  old  fo  ad- 
mired foritstranfparency,beaa- 


Z,  variety  of  colours,  and  ofe* 
i  woilts,  is  now  dwindled  into 
the  making  of  fome  oil-lampsi 
and  coarfe  botdci  for  braiuiy 
and  other  fadi  liquors ;  nor  ia* 
deed  is  k  poffible  for  them  to 
come  at  a  greater  perfediion  iot 
want  of  proper  fael :  for  tho' 
they  have  all  other  ncccflarjr 
ingredients  in  plenty,  yet  have- 
ing  no  other  firing  than  that  cif 
draw,  whichis  not Ihong  enough 
to  give  them  a  thoioa^  fa^i^» 
the  metal  muft  of  courfe  coiae 
<)ut  of  a  foul  and  difagreeabk 
colour.  Th6  truth  is,  the  better 
fort  of  it  i^  little  in  ufe  amongft 
them,  either /or  drinking,  glaz- 
ing of  windows,  or  other  fuch 
ttfes.  So  that  looking  gfaffi^t 
and  thefe  commonly  of  the  fmall 
kind,  and  beads  of  all  colours, 
are  in  vogue,  and  broughtlikc- 
wife  to  theri  from  Venice  and 
other  parts  of  Europe  {$), 


{%)  Bf4iHa,  (^  ah  uiifu^i 


vets, 
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yets,  but  all  faAlj  iaferior  to  thofe  of  bi^  tndEurd^,  as 
wdl  a$  to  thofe  which  th«ir  own  country  produced.     Thc^ 
6mc  ffl»y  be  fiud  of  their  cotton  and  linen,  thong h  they  have  ^^^ 
both  in  great  pknty  aiod  goodnofc;  partfcularly  their  flax,'"'*''  *** 
which  grows  in  the  Deltha.    They  have  not  the  ufe  of  the 
wfaedi  but  fpto  all  with  a  diftifftnd  fpindle  \  which  is  a  more 
tedioysy  as  well  as  coarfe  way.    The  chief  manufaAnre  of  it 
is  at  RcftttOy  where  di^  weave  yalriety  of  linen,  moftly  ftripcd, 
aad  ufed  abwt  their  beds  as  a  fence  a^nft  the  gnats  (K).    - 
But  the  va7  beft  linen  in  the  t^faole  country  is  that  which  19 
made  at  Mahalla  m  the  Dekha^  and  at  Damiata ;  it  is  moiliy 
plain,  and  weU  woven,  though  not  fine,  and  is  ufed  for  the 
table ;  but  there  is  a  dearer  fort,  which  is  ftriped,  with  a  iUk 
border  %  for  thofe  of  higher  rank.  ■       '  ^ 

AhL  their  woollen  manufaAure  coniifts  only  of  an  unnap* 
ped  fort  cf  carpets,  ufed  rooftly  for  the  feats  of  the  Dowans, 
orfor  Sophas,  and  aie  woven  with  broad  ftripes  of  different 
colours,  with  little  variety  of  any  other  Jund. 

The  only  handicraft  in  which  they  excel,  is  the  mountingDexterify 
of  theii*  hand-guns,  and  in  preparing  and  (haping  of  thcin  mount* 
wood;  in  which  great  numbers  are  continually  employed. />r^e^««/. 
The  chief  advantage  of  which,  we  are  told,  confifts  in  the  ufe 
of  a  peculiar  plane,  the  under  part  of  which  is  of  well-tem- 
pered fteel,  about  two  inches  thick.    This  much  may  fuffice  '^^^^y  ff 
to  flbtw  the  melancholy  decay  of  their  arts  and  manufiifturcs,  ^"'  liheral 
and  the  fad  caufes  to  which  it  was  owing  :  and  if  thefc  fo  ne*  ^^^*^  ^^* 
ceflary  and  ufeful  branches  df  knowledge  could  be  thus  liable 
to  fo  furprifing  a  change,  what  devaftation  may  we  judge  the 
&me  cauie  muft  have  produced  amongft  the  more  libend  and 
iotelleflual  <Hies,  and  the  whole  circle  of  thofe  fciences  for 
vbich  tliis  kingdom  was  once  fo  julUy  celebrated  %  and  looked 
iipon  by  the  reft  of  the  world  as  the  original  fource  from 
,  whence  they  flowed  unto  them ;  efpecially  from  that  fatal  The  cauji 
period  which  reduced  it  under  the  yoke  of  a  fucceffion  of  igno-  ^'>- 
mot  and  barbarous  tyrants,  who  took  as  much  pride  in  eii* 

)  Id.  ibid.  '  Set  Anc.  Hift.  vol.  i.  p.  494,  6c{cq. 

(K)Thi«rortislikewiremade  iiderable  mannfa£^ur«  of  linen 

^tkayro  and  Farumi ;  at  the  lat-  at  Sciout^  in  Uffer  Bfypu  and  in 

terofwhich  places  is  aJfomade  fame  other  places,  for  iheeting 

a  great  quantity  of  fack-cloth,  and  other  nies;  which  we  need 

which  is  conveyed  to  the  for*  not  dwell  up«n  (9). 
ffier.   There  is  iikewife  a  con- 

(9)  PoeockU  Oifetv,  mr  Sgyft,  /.  X74. 
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minttiog  the  very  memory  and  all  the  veneraibltf  and  valuable 
monuments  of  them,  as  their  natural  princes  had  done  m  che- 
fifhing  and  promoting  them.     By  thcfe  tyrants,  however,  we 
are  far  from  meaning  either  the  Romans,  under  whofe  go-^ 
vernment,  though  d^enerated  and  vitiated  in  their  taftefor 
them,  they  yet  maintained  themfelves  in  a  flourifliing  condi- 
Saracen    tion  :  nor  much  Icfs  can  we  mean  the  ^ralrp,  by  whom  they 
KhalJ/s     n^ere  next  fubdued,  and  efpecially  the  Fatemite  Khalifs  %  who 
great  pro-  ^^^i  loved  and  encouraged  them,  and  will  be  ever  remcmber- 
tMten  of  ^j  ^.^2^  honour  for  that  vaft  and  noble  repofitory  of  bookS/ 
*  '^'        which  they  caufed  to  be  brought  from  all  parts  at  a  vaft  ex- 
pence,  and  fet  up  in  their  capital ;  of  which  we  (hall  have  oc- 
Their        cafion  to  fpeak  more  fully  in  the  fequel.     The  devaftation  we 
famed  li'    mean  was  that  which  Salak'ddin,  the  firft  introducer  of  the 
irary  de-   Mamlnks  into  Egypt,  caufed  to  be  made  of  that  noble  library ; 
ftroyedbj  which,  Makrifi  ttlls  us,  confifted  of  above  1 00,000  volumes, 
Saiahd-    coHefted  from  feveral  other  parts  of  Africa,  Syria,  Jrabia, 
*"•  Greece,  Spain,  Sicily,- Sardinia,  and  other  countries  oi Egypt . 

^  •  and  Afia,  and  from  tome  of  the  moft  celebrated  univerfities 

and  monafteries  of  thefe  countries,  the  greateft  part  of  them 
tranfcribed  in  letters  of  gold ;  a  coUeftion  of  the  whole  was 
locrfced  upon  as  an  ineftimable  treafure,  till  that  ignorant  and 
fuperftitious  prince,  befc«-e-mentioned,*  became  the  poffeflbr 
*"   "       of  it,  and  by  the  havoclc  he  made  of  thofe  noble  monuments 
introduced  that  ignorance  and  barbarifm;  which  have  reigned 
in  it  ever  fince,  both  under  the  Mamluk  ufurpation,  and  fmce 
its  conqueft  by  the  Turks.     It  is  true  that  a  vaft  number  of 
M^ny  va-  them  were  preferved  from  the  flames,  by  the  ignorance  and 
iuabU'vo'  avari<?e  of  thcminifter  who  was  the  chief  judge  and  exccu- 
lumespre-  tiouer  of  the  Sultan*s  orders ;  and  if  we  may  give  credit  to 
fervedi     Makrifi,  above-mentioned,  infteadof  faving  only  thofe  which 
tresLted  of  Mohammedifm,  and  of  the  conqudls  of  the  Moham- 
medan princes,  he  luckily  pteferved  thofe  only  which  were  the 
beft  written  and  moft  richly  adorned,  as  theft  would  fetch 
the  moft  money  ;  by  which  means  they  not  only  efcaped  the 
fire,  but  were  bought  at  a  vaft  expence  by  the  great  ones  of 
the  court,'tO  adorn  their  own  libraries,  or  thofe  of  their  prin- 
lut,in       cipal  mofks.     But  even  thefe,  in  time,  became  neglefted, 
time^  he-    through  the  fordid  ignorance  or  want  of  tafte  in  thofe  who 
tame  ne»    had  the  care  of  them  ;'  for  they  looked  upon  them  either  as 
gie^ea,      unintelligible,  or  not  fufficiently  intereftiug  to  fet  a  due  value 
upon  them.    Add  to  this,  that,  fmce  the  reduftion  of  EgyPt 

•  De  his,  vid.  fup.  vol.  i.  p.  105,  &  fcq.  ii.  p.  517,  &  fcq*  »"• 
p.  I7i,&feq.  ■  ■  ' 

.  .      --  .  br 

••  • 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


0.$:    ;  ^/Kgypc.    -  I7J 

by  Sultan  Se/im,  the  Bafhas  and  other  officers  43F  the  PortQ 
have  been  ordered  to  fcarch  out  for  the  moft  valuable  and 
curious  book^  of  every  kind,  in  order  to  get  them  conveyed 
to  ConflantinopJe.  How,  therefore,  Ihould  there  be  any  learn- 
ing, or  learned  men,  in  a  country  that  hath  been  ftripped  of 
ail  its  v^uable  books  of  every  kind,  and  under  a  government 
which  hath,  foi*  above  thefe.two  centuries  paft,  taken  the 
moft  effeftuai  means  to  difcourage  both  the  one  and  the 
other ;  fo  that  we  mkv  date  the  decay  of  both  from  the  fetal 
period  in  which  this  kingdom  pafled  from  the  dominion  of  the 
noble  Fatemite  KhsiWfs  to  the  tyrannical  ufurpation'of  the 
rude  and  barbaroui  I^iaviluks  :  that  of  the  Turks  fince,  have- 
Ing  rather  added  to,  than  remedied  the  evil  *. 

One  might,  however^  imagine  that  Selim,  who  firft  fub-  Q^^^y  ^ 
dued  it  from  the  former,  and  fettled  it  into  a  form  of  military  ,„////^;-y 
goverrtmeht,  under  ^Vhich  it  hath  continued  ever  fmce,  might  difciflfne*  • 
have  proved  a  means,  how  deftrufti\'e  foever  to  the  liberal 
arts  and  fciences,  of  improving  its  military  ones.  But  from 
wbt  we  have  already  faid  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  militia 
here,  and  the  abufes  which  the  officers  pf  it  have,  by  d^ces,* 
introduced  into  it,  partly  with  the  connivance  of  the  Balha, 
and  much  more  by  the  power  they  have  ufurped  over  him, 
eten  this  branch  is  funk  into  as  low  an  ebb  as  any  of  the  reft, 
though  formerly  reckoned  the  beft  in  the  Othnan  empire. 
And  the  only  benefit  which  the  fubjefts  may  be  faid  to  have 
rcapfed  from  it,  if  it  be  any,  is  that  of  their  being  freed  from 
Hic  plague  of  long  and  vexatious  fults,  and  the  iniquitous 
iftices  of  their  Cadis,  and  other  courts  of  jiiftice ;  the 
:iCon  of  all  fuch  controverfies  being  wholly  referred  to  the 
:igh§,  and  other  militia  officers,  who  command  in  th© 
ics  and  provinces ;  whofe  fentence  is  commonly  dedfive, 

Eiout  appeal ;  and  though,  for  the  moft  part,  in  favour  of 
party  that  bribes  highcft,  is  at' leaft  prompt  and* free  from 
c  troublefome  and  expenfive  delays  that  ufually  attend  moft 
Sf  our  European  ones . 

,  TaEtrutn  is,  that  that  conqueror,  having  once  reduced  this/v^^  of 
Bngdom,  and  totally  fuppreflcd  the  power  of  the  Mainluks,go'vern^ 
iras  naturally  induced  to  fetde  thegovemtnent  of  it  and  its.iw*/,  hcn» 
Klitia  upon  the  fame  footing  as  it  had  been  in  Turky  by  hx%fofi{f^  h 
bdcce&rs ;  and  accordingly  jGxed  it  upon  a  certain  number  Sciim* 
men,  who  were  to  be  raUed  moftly  out  of  that  country, 
i  only  intermixed  with  fome  others  drawn  out  of  different 
Jvinces  of  his  empire,  together  with  fome  of  his  Turks  who 
d  lived  fome  time  in  Egypt ^  and  were  beft  acquainted  with 

<  Maillbt^  &  al.  fap.  citat. 
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it ;  and  thefe  he  reduced  into  fcven  bodies  or  ports,  aa$l  al- 
lotted to  each  their  refpeflive  offices  and  pofts^  as  hath  be^ 
Egypt       already  mentioned.     As  for  a  nival  force,  he  did  not  thiak  it 
maintahi'  neceflkry,  or  perhaps  convenient,  to  maintain  one  there,  nor 
ed  no  na-   have  any  of  his  fUccelTors ;  but  have  neverthelefs  been  able  to 
nfal force,  j^^^p  jj^^t  country  in  fubjeftion  by, the  fole  help  <rf  their  mi- 
litia, difperfed,  as  we  have  already  obfervcd,  through  thcfc- 
veral  parts  of  it,  and  in  their  refpeftive  cafUes  or  garrifons. 
It      files       '^^  ^  °^^^  confiderable  of  thefe  are  as  follows ;  i .  at  Kayny 
sindiarri'  ^'  Rofetto ;  3.  Alexandria  ;  4.  JOamiata;  5.  the  Labyrinth.; 
tomt  ^'  Jdjeroute ;  and  two  or  three  more,  of  lefs  confcquencc; 

the  grea tell  part  <rf  which  are  ill  kept,  and  worfe  garrifoned, 
fmce  Selim  ruined  all  that  were  in  a  condition  to  defend  then- 
honv  M-  ^<^lves.  All  thefe  have  their  refpeftive  garrifons,  confifting  of 
*#ri«/.  Janijfaries^  or  y^jj^j,  commanded  by  a  Beigh,  or  other  mUi- 
tary  officer,  whofc  poft  g^ves  him  the  title  of  Aga.  They 
have  their  ftrbaltems  under  them,  called  Schorhajfis,  with 
whom  they  form  the  Dowan',  Their  power,  however,  ex- 
tends no  farther  than  the  fortrcfs  they  command,  though 
they  feldom  fail  of  ftrctching  it  beyond  thefe  limits,  when- 
ever they  have  an  opportunity  of  enriching  themfelves  by  in- 
termeddling in  any  affairs  in  their  neighbourhood ;  where,  as 
we  have  latdy  obferved,  they  fet  up  forjudges,  witTiout  ap- 
peal, and  commonly  decide  in  favour  of  the  highefl:  bidder : 
though  if  the  other  party  hath  friends  powerful  enough, 
which  is  fometimes  the  cafe,  he  may  bring  his  caufe  before 
z  higher  tribunal,  and  be  able  not  only  to  obtain  a  re- 
veriion,  but  be  a  means  of  punifhing  the  unrighteous 
judge. 

As  to  what  regards  the  caftles  above-mentioned,  it  will 

not  be  cxpefted  that  we  ihould,  in  a  work  like  this,  enter 

into  a  description  of  thcm»  which  hath  been  fo  fully  done 

by  fo  many  hands " ;  ,and  we  hope  it  will  be  fufficient  for 

our  prefent  purpofe  to  give  our  readers  fome  idea  of  their 

ftrength  and  garrifons,  in  order  to  fiiew  with  how  finall  a 

force  the  Turki/b  €;mperors  have  been  able  to  keep  thisoncf 

potent  kingdom  under  their  fubjeftion  and-  oppreffive  §07 

vornment. 

City  and        THAT  of  KayrOy  which  is  now  the  metropolis  of  the  king-- 

caftle  of    dom',  the  refidence  of  the  Bafha  and  Dowan,  was  once  a  fpa- 

lLzyx»^     ^cious  ftrong  ftruftyrc,  but  fined  gone  to  decay.     It  ftands  6ft 

a  rocky  hill,  which  feems  to  have  been  feparated  by  art  from 

»  Vid.  PococK,  NoRDEf*,  &  al.  fop.  citat. 
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the  bill  or  movtit  (J/i^^/  Dvrifir,  and  is  furrounded  by  a  ftout 
high  wall ;  but  is  commanded  by  a  higher  hill^  on  the  north- 
mt,  and  can,  therefore,  be  a  place  c?  no  ftrength  fince  th^ 
invcndon  of  cannon,  whatever  it  might  be  before.     On  the 
weft  fide  are  (till  the  remains  of  very  grand  apartments,  fome 
covered  with  domes,  and  adorned  with  Mofaic  piAures  of 
trees  and  honfes,  that  doubtlefs  belonges  to  the  ancient  Sul- 
tans ;  but  this  part  of  the  caftle  is  now  only  ufcd  for  weaving, 
embroidering,  and  preparing,  the  hangings  or  coverings  that 
are  fcnt  yearly  to  Mecca.    What  ftrength  and  quantity  rf 
ardllery  this  caAle  contains  Is  Hot  Known,  admittance  into  it 
being  denied  to  all  Europeans.     However,  we  may  fuppofe  it 
hadi.a  fufficiency  of  every  thing  to  keep  that  vau  and  popu- 
lous city  in  awe.    The  Janijaries  are  the  chief  guards  of  it,  ^rrifintd 
and  of  the  town.  Old  Kayrv  is  alfo  guarded  by  another  corps  v  J^nif* 
of  them,  under  a  Beigh  who  refides  there,  and,  wc  arc  told,  ""^*> 
Is  changed  every  month ;  whilft  the  AJfasphs  ffuard  the  coun- 
try round  about  it  *.  Another  officer,  ftilcd  Vma^  anfwering  to     j   l 
the  TurMji)  Soubafha,  patroles  through  the  city  night  and  ^^^^  ^ 
day,  but  efpecially  in  the  night.    Hisr  bufinefs  is  to  take  up  ^      * 
all  loafe  and  idle  pcrfons,  afi  bteakers  of  the  peace,  thieves^ 
drunken  and  diforderly  people  j  and,  in  fome  flagrant  cafes,  tiuho  tAuf$ 
hecuts  oiF their  heads  upon  the  fpot,  or  caufes  them  to  be  baf-  their  fe^w* 
tonaded  and  imprifoaed,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  of-  tr, 
fence  or  offender  t  for  if  he  be  one  of  thofe,  who  put  thcm- 
felves  under  the  protcftion  of  the  Janijkries,  or  other  mili-^ 
tory  bodies,  he  comes  off  much  cheaper,  is  punifhcd  in  pri- 
vate, and  not  on  the  fpot.  This  officer,  who  is,  or  fhould  be, 
the  terror  of  rogues,  Is  frequently  prevailed  upon,  by  fomc 
proper  prcfent,  to  become  their  proteftor ;  without  which  they 
muft  fufFer  immediate  death.     He  is,  moreover,  the  perfon  to 
whom  great  men  apply  to  have  any  offender  delivered  up, 
«nd  they  are  fure  of  having  him  given  up  accordingly.  There 
is  another  officer,  called  MeteUb,  who  hath  the  care  of  all 
weights  and  meafures,  and  to  fee  that  ail  things  be  done  ac-^ 
cording  to  them  ^^    We  may,  however,  wonder  upon  the 
whole,  confidering  the  general  corruption,  which  rages  in 
this  vafl  populous  city,  from  theBafha,  or  governor,  down  to 
Ae  loweft  of  his  officers,  the  power  and  infolence  of  the 
hniffaries  and  other  military  bodies,  the  prodigious  number 
of  inhabitants,  both  natives  and  foreigners,  which  fwarm  in 

*  PococK,  ubi  fap.  lib.  iv.  c.  2..  and  fin.         r  Id,  ibid^  vi<l, 
^Maiuet,  J^»»»ih,  |r  al.  fup.  citat. 
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it  (L),  and  thc.vaft  commerce  that  is  carried  on  hi  it,  that 
the  people  in  general  live  fo  quietly  and  peaceably  as  they 
are  faid  to  do  in  it.    9ut  it  muA  be  remembered,  that  the 


(L)  Which,  if  not  exag^rat- 
cd,  amount  to  about  two  mil- 
lions, and  is  computed  from  the 
Slumber  of  people  that  die  in 
the  time  of  the  plague ;  which 
is  pofitively  affirmed  to  have 
amounted  to  7000  in  one  day ; 
'whereof  they  pretend  to  make 
an  exa£t  computation  by  the 
number  of  biers  that  are  let  out 
to  carry  them  to  the  burying 
places  (10).    However  that  be, 
the  ci(y  .is,  by  all  writers  and 
travelliers,  allowed  to  be  very 
full  of  people  of  a  mixture  of 
nations  ^fuch  as  original  Egypti- 
am,  among  whom  are  compre- 
hended the  Coptic  Chrifti'ans; 
Jrabiansi  people  oiBarbary  and 
other  weftern  parts  of  Jfrica\ 
Jierberines  from   Ntihia,   great 
numbers  of  their  men  coming 
hither  to  offer  themfeves  as  fer- 
vants.    Thefe  laft  are  Mollotasy 
and  keep  a  kind  of  government 
among    themfelves,    under    a 
Cheyk,  or  head,  to  whom  all 
the  new-comers  apply  to  be  re- 
commended to  places ;  and,  if 
in  need,  to  fupply  them  with 
money  out  of  the  public  purftt, 
wheii  put  of  fervice,   through 
ficknefs,  or  any  other  accident  • 
which  money,  when  able,  they 
are  bound  to  refund. 

Befides  the  nations  already 
'mentioned,  here  are  alfoTari^- 
men,  who  are  either  fent  hither 
from  ConfiantinopUj  or  brought 
by  the  Baihas,  and  fettle  them- 
felves there.  A  much  greater 
number,  if  not  the  grcatell  part 
of  its  inhabitants,  are  fuppofed 


to  be  of  the  Mamluk  race ;  who 
obtained  and  held  the  govern- 
ment of  £jpr//  200  .years,  and 
of  whom  we  (hall  give  a  farther 
account  in  its  proper  place.  T9 
thefe  we  in^y  add  the  Greeks, 
Armenians,  and  ^eqvs ;  ah4» 
among  the  '  Europeans  fettled 
there,  iheEng/i/b,  French,  //41- 
Itans  from  J^intici  and  Leghorn, 
and  a  fmall  niimber  of  monb 
of  different  orders*,  who  have 
their  feveral  convents^  and  are 
protedled  by  t;he  EvgUJb  an4 
Fr#«f^  confuls  ;  they  are  main- 
tained partly  by  a  fmall  allow- 
ance from  the  court  o{  Romtj 
and  partly  by  the  charity  of 
their  protestors  and  difciples. 

.The  European  merchants  that 
arc  fettled  here,  confidering  how 
much  they  are  confined  in  that 
metropolis,  do  yet  live  agree- 
i^bly  enoagb,  and  fociably  a- 
mpng  themfelves,  there  being 
no  want  of  any  diing  to  make 
their  lives  eafy  and  pleafanC 
So  that  the  morning  is  ufually 
confecrated  to  bufinefs,  and  the 
reft  of  the  day  to  diverfion,  ei- 
thisr  in  riding  abrosCd  amopg 
pleafant  fields  and  gardens,  or 
m  other  recreations  which  the 
fown  affords,  lichen  Englifi 
proteflants  die  there,  they  ar^ 
buried  in  the  cemetery  belong- 
ing to  the  Greeks,  and  havetheif 
funeral  fervice  read  over  them* 
unlefs  they  have  a  chaplain  of 
their  own  to  perform  that  of- 
fice according  to  the  SngHJh  li- 
turgy, r 


'     (Id)  Toce€k\  Obfervctions  on  E^vpt,  /,  j,  f ,  4, 
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natives  are  k^pt  under  by  main  fear,  and  the  others  by  mala 
policy  ;  the  former  knowing,  and  for  the  ?ioft  part  fedingly, 
the  feverity  of  the  government  they  live  under,  become,  by 
degrees,  fo  accuftomed  to  the  yoke,  that  they  naturally  chu(e 
to  fubmit  to  it,  rather  than  incur  a  worfe  fate  :  the  latter,  b/ 
being  timely  adqioniihed  of  the  moid  eJflfedtual  means  to  avoid 
giving  any  umbrage  or  handle  to  thofe  in  power,  or  any  oc- 
cafion  to  a  Turk  to  quarrel  with  him,  may  chance  tp  live 
xjuiet  enough  and  unmolefted  among  them.     But  if  through 
paffion,  inadvertency,  or  even  in  fpight  of  all  his  caution  and 
fcfolution  to  avoid  either,  he  has  incurred  their  cenfure,  there 
}s  ftill  an  expedient  at  band  to  bring  him  off;  viz.  by  fub- 
mifBon,  and  an  eqiiivalent  prcfent  to  the  affront  or  injury, 
whether  pretended  or  rcAl  *• 
\ "   It  is  time  now  for  us  to  give  our  readers  a  fhprt  account  Cairo,  or 
I  of  what  is  moft  worth  their  obfervjition  in  this  vaft  and  opu-  Grand  • 
i  .lent  metropolis.    It  is  commonly  known  to  the  Europeans  by  Kayro^^. 
I  the  name  of  Cairo^  Kayro^  and  Grand  Cairo  ;  and  to  the  liSi-fcribed, 
I  Jives  by  that  of  Kahirahy  or  Al  Kaherah,  from  the  name  of 
j  the  planet  Mars^  ftiled  by  the  Arabs^  Caher  or  Kahery  the  ^'hencefo. 
i  yiftorious,  under  whofe  influence  the  great  conqueror  oi^^^^^d. 
j   ^^P^i  Giaffary  or  Jawhar^  general  of  Moez  Ledin'illah,  the 
[  firft  Khalif  of  the  Fatemite  race  in  Egypt y  did  lay  the  foun- 
I  dation  of  it ;  in  which,  we  are  told,  he  took  the  advice  of  the 
!  ,'ableft  aftrologers  and  horofcope-mongers,  as  was  ufual  among 

the  Arabs  \  and,  from  the  aflent  of  that  warlike  planetj^       v 
!  called  his  new  city  AlKaherahy  or  viftorious,  whifh  the  Vme- 
'^tians  and  Gcnoefcy  the  earlieft  European  traders  into  this  king- 
dom, afterwards  corrupted  into  that  of  CairOy  ai^d*  Pi^  s^c- 
CQunt  of  its  largenefs  and  opulence,  Grand  Cairo., 

Its  moll  ancient  name  was  Mezr^  from  whence  the  who^e  hsantient 
'country  is  fuppofed  to  take  the  name  of  Mizraim  ;  of  whiqh  andfre/ent 
'  we  have  given  an  account  in  the  former  part  of  this  wo;rk  *.  namfs^ 
'  The  place  that  warripr  chofe  to  build  it  on  wa?  near  the  anci- 
ent one,  which,  like  that,  hath  had  a  vaft  variety  of  other  names 
tefides;  as  Moph,  Memphis,  Al  Mopr^  &c.  and  at  that  time 
\   was  called  by  that  of  Fojihady  which  fignifies  a  tent  or  pa* 
Tilk>n,  and  was  given  to  it  by  Amni  Ebn  Jax,  the  lieutenant 
general  of  Omaty  fecond  Khalif  of  Bag/idad,  on  account  of     ^ 
fome  pigeons  which  had  hatched  on  the  top  of  his  tait  as  h^ 
was  laying  fiege  to  it  **. 

I       *PocopK,  1.5,  c.  4.  NoRDEH,  Maillet,  Grakgbr,  &  al. 
I    ♦  Anc.  Hill.  vol.  i.  p.  33,0,  &  fc^.        ^  De  hoc^  vid^fi^p.  vol.  i. 

I    P-53-J9- 
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Itaifid  on       J  A  WR  AKy  or,  as  others  call  him,  Gic^aty  .was  no  feoBtf 
the  decay    become  mafter  of  fojlhadhy  than  he  fet  about  rearing  the  ipri* 
of  the  9ld.  ous  walls  of  his  new  Kahirah  ;  in  which  he  made  inch  extrt- 
ordinary  difpatch,  that  both  they  and  the  city  were  fimlhed  in 
little  more  that  four>ycars,  they  being  begun  in  ,thc  year  of 
the  Hejrah  358,  of  Chrift  968,  and  completed  in  362  of  the 
fame  hejrah^  in  which  the  Khalif  Moez  made  his  public  eo^ 
trance  into  it  «.    From  this  time  ik  began  to  thrive,  grow  po- 
pulous and  opulent,  though  not  withont  the  vifible  dccreafeof 
the  old  one,  in  fpight  of  its  more  convenient  and  advantage- 
ous fituation  on  the  eaftern  bank  of  the  Mfe;  -whereas  Ac 
other  is  featcd,  at  about  a  mile  diftant  from  it,  on  a  burntt| 
fandy  plain,  and  about  a  league  northward  of  the  old  oo^ 
and  flretching  itfelf  ^long  the  foot  of  the  mountain  whereoa 
the  caftle  ftands ;  which  reflects  the  rays  of  the  fun  with  fuch , 
force  upon  it,  that  it  is,  in  the  hot  feaion  of  the  yelr,  almoft 
intolerable^  but  which  is  greatly  allayed  in  the  old  by  the  refrcflt* 
inent  which  that  river  brings  along  with  it.    Notwithftanding 
all  which,  fuch  was  the  fondncfs  of  thefe  Khalifs  for  this  new 
city,  and  fo  attraftive  the  fplcndor  of  their  court,  that  thcjr 
fuffered  it  to  rife  daily  on  the  ruin  of  the  other,  without 
taking  the  leaft  ftcp  to  prevent  it,  during  the  whole  time  of. 
OldKairo  that  dynafty.     The  only  chance  it  had  lince  for  retrieving  it9 
Joined  to     ancient  fplendor,  was  under  the  brave  Soltan  Salah  AeUin, 
to  the  new  commonly  called  SalaJin,  the  prince  who  deprived  the  Fak' 
pj  a  'uc^Ljj^ifg^  of  tji^  khaliphat  j  who  attempted  to  join  thefe  two 
cities  into  one,  by  furrounding  them  with  a  common  wall, 
faid  to  have  been  26,000  cubits  in  circumference  :  but,  not 
living  to  fee  his  defign  take  effeft,  his  fucceflbrs  wholly  nc- 
glefted  it.  The  walls  are,  indeed,  ftill  ftandbg  ;  but  the  an? 
cient  city,  with  its  fine  buildings,  crefted  by  the  Saracenic 
went  gradually  into  decay  **. 
Its  build'       '^^^  greatcft  part  of  its  buildings  now,  if  we  except  what 
ings  di- '    ^^^y  ^^^  Jofipf^'i  Granaries,  of  which  we  have  giv^  an  ac- 
ffribed.      couqt  formerly  ♦  (M),  and  the  noble  water-houfe,  pncc  9, 

ftatcly ' 

«  See  Biblioth.  Orient,  fub  voc.  k  fop  voL  iii,  p.  59.  Shaw's 
Trav.  vol.  i.  p.  340,  nQtc.  i  Maillbt,  Norpen,  &  al. 

f'Anc.  Hift.  vol.  iii.  p.  259. 

(M)  This  ftru£lure,  though  kept,  hath  nothing  that  fficw« 

it  occupies  a  large  fquare  piece  that  pretended  antiquity  tbcy 

f)fground,furroundcdbyawaIl,  afcribe  to  it;  much  lefs  any 

and  artfully  divided  into  varie-  thing  that  can  be  compared  to 

ty  of  partitions,  wherein  the  the  grandeur  of  the  other  £?>/• 

^;:n  paid  yearly  to  the  forte  is  tian  antiquipcs,    Ihe  wails, 

'  •  '  '             \      '  '  "           '  '      '                vyhich 
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fytidj  woiic  cf  the  Khalifs,  to  fenre  their  new  palace  and 
city  with  wat^  (but  flnee  much  negleAed,  and  now  in  a 
hrrj  plight)  >  thefe,  we  fay,  excepted,  and  the  habitations 
of  ivorkmen .  and  artificers ;  chiefly  confift  in  hoBfes  of  plea- 
fure  belonging  to  the  great  officers  and  rich  men  of  Nevip 
KmrOi  to  which  they  rdfort  for  ^eriion,  at  the  feafon  when 
the  waters  of  the  Nth  begin  to  rife;  tlie reil  of  the  gronnd 
bdog  moftly  taken  up  with  gardens,  vineyards,  orchafdt, 
with  ftately  palms,  and  variety  of  other  fruit-trees.  Neither 
have  tbefe  houfes  any  thing  grand  or  regular,  either  within 
'  or  without ;  but  are  meer  ialoons,  fome  larger  than  others, 
'  aad  fit  only  for  fuch  recreations.  To  thefe  we  may  add 
^uf  half-a-dozen  Dioflcs,  with  minarets  or  towers,  the  famed 
fy»^ogU€  of  the  Jews  { N ),  the  hofpital  belonging  to 
the  Roman  catholics  of  the  Holy  Land,  and  about  ten  or 


i?5 


which  feem  to  have  been  origl- 
ftally  of  ftooe,  about  15  feet 
high,flimked  at  proper  diHances 
with  femi* circular  buttreiTes, 
look  more  like,  at  lead  in  part, 
the  work  of  the  Saracenj,  as 
the  reader  may  fee  by  the  ac- 
cooDt  which  Dr.  Pocockf  and 
others,  have  given  us  of  it.  The 
corn-cbattibers,  being  opened 
on  the  top,  ferve  to  feed  a  great 
number  of  pidgeonsj  and  other 
birds,  for  which  a  certain  quan- 
tity is  allowed  by  way  of  abate - 
inent:  the  doors  are  fecured 
with  nothing  but  wooden  locks, 
and  the  in^edlors  put  a  piece 
of  common  clay  on  the  key- 
hole, upon  which  th^  ilamp 
the  inprefliofi  of  their  feals. 

We  are  told  there  werefcven 
of  thefe  granaries;  of  which, 
however,  there  is  none  remain- 
ing but  this  that  receives  the 
tax- corn  from  Upper  E^ypt^  for 
the  ufe  of  the  foldiery:  the 
others  are  either-  gone  to  ruin, 
or  have  been  put  to  fome  other 
ufcs(*). 


(N)  Famed  more  for  its  boaft^ 
ed  antiquity,  and  fome  valuable 
relicks  in  its  pofTeifion,  than  for 
the  finenefs  of  its  firudure; 
which  is  faid  to  be  1 600  years 
old,  and  not  unlike  the  Chrif- 
tian  churches  of  thofe  parts. 
The  old  reading  defk,  they  tell 
you,  ftands  juftover  th€  fpot  in 
which  the  prophet  Jenmiak 
was  buried;  whereupon  they 
have  long  fince  forbore  enter- 
ing into  it  out  of  refpefl,  and 
read  their  law  in  another.  Dr. 
Fococh  faw  there,  likewifc,  two 
ancient  manufcripts  of  the  pen- 
tateuch,  and  they  pretended  td 
have  another  of  the  whole  Old 
Teftament,  written  by  Ezra^ 
who,  they  told  h  m,  omitted, 
out  of  reverence,  the  writing  of 
the  nanje  of  God ;  but  found  ic 
written  throughout  on  the  next 
day  after  he  had  finiOied  it.  This 
Jg^^ijh  relick  is  kept^  with  great 
veneration,  in  a  niche  about  ten 
feet  high,  and  hath  a  rich  cur- 
tain drawn,  and  a  lamp  always 
burning  before  it  (t). 


(*)  Tie  bis,  *uid,  Pceirk't  Ohferv     on  E^ypt,  lib*  i,  ch*  4.     NtrdetCt  Old 
P»'Vo,  l^ailltty  t^errji^  Granger,  tf  a/»  mult,  (^J  I^ocfick'i  Oofer'oatiGni 

PS  ^|7f>f ,  lib,  i.  f ,  4. 

tv/elve 
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twelve  other  churches  aod  chapels,  belofiging  to  them  and 
the  (^opts  ;  among  which  is  that  of  St.  Macdrivst  where  the 
Coptic  patriarch  i$  ek£ted  aod  oon&crated ;  a^d  another,  ia 
which  is  the  pretended  grotto,  where  the  virgin  Mary  ^ 
her  fmall  fiunily  dwelt  daring  their  retreat  into  Egypt ^  and  is 
held  in  great  veneration  amongft  all  the  Chriftians  of  thofe 
parts;  infomuch  that  the  Roman  catholics  pay  a  certaia 
yearly  fum  to  the  C^ts^  who  are  in  poflcilion  of  it,  for  the 
liberty  of  faying  mafs  in  it '. 
Thip9ri  of     There  ftands  on  the  fameeaftern  bank  of  the  Nlle^  about 
BooUC|    •„*  mile  and  a  half  north  of  Old  Kairo^  the  town  of  Boolac,  for- 
jnerly  a  fuburb  of  it ;  and  hath  maintained  itfelf  by  its  vici- 
nity to  the  new  city,  of  which  it  is  the  ftaple  and  harbour. 
The  number  of  ruins  and  old  mo(k$,  which  are  feen  in  tb& 
wcigbbourhood  of  the  old  to wn>  gives  one  room  tp  conjeftur^ 
•nceafuh'  that  Boolac  was  not  the  only  fuburb  belonging  to  it.   It  hath, 
urb  of      on  the  north  fide  of  it,  the  Khalilh,  or  canal,  which  conveys 
Kairo.       ^^^  water  from  the  Nile  to  New  Kairo,  after  its  overflow ;  but 
which,  like  the  granaries  and  other  ufeftil  works,  is  fuffered 
to  fall  into  decay,  through  the  avarice  of  the  Beigh  who  hath 
the  care  of  it,  and  get^  about  500  purfes  yearly  by  it,  to  the 
great  detriment  of  the  whole   province,  whofe  fertility  is 
r  A    ,     greatly  diminifhed  by  it  ^  Boolac  hath  a  confiderable  cuffom- 
boufe  '     ^^^^^9  ^s   being  the  port  to  which  the  boa ts^  and   barges 
from  all  parts  of  the  Deltha  repair  j  and  is  likewife  remark- 
able for  a  fine  bagnio.     And  this  much  may  fuffice  for  OU 
fCairo,  ^ 

NewKai-  TnE  new  one  is  computed  at  about  feven  miles  in  clr^ 
TO  d^/crib-  cumference,  exdufive  of  the  old,  and  the  town  of  BgqIoc. 
td.  We  have  already  mentioned  its  difadvantageou^  fituatioii 

along  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  and  a  mile  diitant  from  thp 
Nile ;  to  which  we  may  add  its  fenfible  decay,  both  ift 
extent  and  opulence,  fince  it  bath  ceafed  to  be  the  center, 
of  commerce  from  the  Eajl  Indies^  though  it  hath  ftill  con-! 
tinned  to  be  the  chief  mart  of  the  kingdom,  as  we  have  elfe- 
Much        where  fhcwn  * ;  though  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  the  account 
iBagnifed  ^q  have  of  its  former  extent,  populoufnefs,  opulence,  and  de- 
py<wrtteru  lightful  climate,  have  been  too  much  exaggerated  for  us  to  rely 

upon,  or  follo\v  implicitly. 
•    -  WiTJf  refpeft  to  the  latter,  its  Ctuation  is  allowed  tob^ 

tiltthct'    ^^^^y  ^^  ^3^  ^?2?  ^^^  S^th  i^Hl^^^^  <^f  porth  latitude  *,  an4 
cannot  be  reckoned  H  moderiite  or  delightful  cliine ;  efpecial^y 

*  N©RDEN,  ubi  fup.  PococK,  Grancer';  Maillet,  &  al 
mult.  ^  NoRDEM,  &  ai;  ubi  fup.«  ,  **  See  before,  vol.ix, 
p.  220,  *  Maillet,  ubi  fu|).  voj.  i.  p.  239,  &  al. 
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as  the  heat  of  it  is  increafed  by  the  borning  fendy  foil  about 
it,  and  the  moantainous  ridge  which  refie6^s  it  in  a  Icind  of 
focus.    And  this,  in  a  great  mcafure,  explodes  what  fome 
cncomiaftic  writers  have  likewife  faid  concerning  its  health- 
fialncfs,  if  what  yre  have  already  obferved,  with  regard  to 
the  many  and  dangerous  difeafes  which  rage  in  it,  and  fweep 
away  fuch  myriads  of  its  inhabitants,  was  not  fufGcienf  to 
confute  it.     To  all  which  wc  may  add  the  narrowi\efs  and  Harrow 
aookednefs  of  its  ftreets,  that,  amongft  us,  would  Yi^xAWjireetsJ 
bear  the  name  of  lanes  ;  and  the  flovenly  manner  in  which 
they  are  kept,  being  neither  paved,  nor  cleaned  from  duft 
arid  dirt,  and  only  watered  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  and  that 
before  the  houfes  of  the  better  fort  of  people,  not  fo  much 
forcleanlinefs  as  coolnefs.    The  houfes,  likewife,  are  neither    ^^' 
airy  nor  pleafant,  the  beft  of  tkem  being  commonly  built  ^^*^" 
round  a  kind  of  court,  without  ornament,  or  even  windows 
fronting  the  ftreets ;  the  lower  part  built  of  ftqne,  and  the 
upper  of  timber- work,  fitted  up  with  unburnt  brick ;  and 
others  With  earth  whitcd  over  with  lime.     The  infide  is  as 
jplain  as  the  out,  nothing  but  uf«  being  regarded  in  thjcir 
apartments  and  furniture,  excepting  their  faloons,  wherein 
tncy  receive  their  friends  and  acquaintance,  which  are  a  little 
more  ornamented.  So  that,  upon  the  whole,  they  have  hardly 
any  fence  againft  the  torrid  heats  of  an  almoft  vertical  fun, 
except  that  of  the  north  winds,  which  commonly  blow  dur-  jVir/jJ 
ing  the  hot  n^onths  ot  June^  July^  and  Atigufty  and  fome-«iu/W/ 
times  with  fuclj  jpiercihg  coldnefs,  as  to  oblige  the  better  fort  'very  cobC 
to  exchange  their  lighteft  garments  for  others  lined  with  furi 
So  that,  whenever  thefe  winds  fail  them  at  that  feafon,  they 
are  forced  tb  endure  a  more  fcorchihg  heat  than  thofe  under 
the  torrid  zone';  and,  when  jhey  chahce  to  blow  by  intervals, 
the  tranCtion  from  extremity  of  heat  to  that  of  cold,  and  vice 
yerfay  is  not  only  difagrecable  and  painful  to  a  great  degree, 
but  frequently  occafions  as  dangerous  difeafes  as  the  poifon- 
ous  fteanis  arifing  frbna  their  canal,  when  drained  of  its  wa- 
ter ;  of  which  wc  have  taken  notice  a  little  higher  g. 

KAIRO  hath  a  very  great  number  of  moflts ;  fome  reckon  ^    ,     ^ 
them  to  amount  to  '720,  with  minarets  or  towefs,  and  each     f^''^  ^-^ 
its  preacher  ;  and  about  420,  which  have  neitheir  towers  nor '*^'' 
J)reachers,  but  are  a  kind  of  chapek  or  oratories.     Some  of 
the  former  are  grand  and  beautiful ;  one  in  paridcular,  called 
the  molk  of  Haffeiuy  is  really  magnificent,  both  with  regard 
to  the  ftrcngth  and  folidity  of  its  ftrudhire,  and  a  certain*, 
j^andcur  whigh  ftrikes  the  eye  in  a  furprifing  manner.  ,  It  is    > 

^  MA!ti.$TjI'990cy;,(3RAKCEit,  NoRDfN,  ^  a). 
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TUt  of     built  in  ^n  oblong  fquare  form,  very  fpadous  and  high,  and 
HafTein     furrounded  at  the  top  with  a  fine  cornice^  which  projefls  t 
de/crihed*  great  way,  and  is  embcllilhed  with  variety  of  grotcfijne  figures; 
carved  sdter  the  Turki/b  manner.    The  entrance  .int9  it  is 
likewife  very  beautiful,  being  inlaid  with  feveral  fort3  of 
marble,  and  carved  as  on  the  top.    The  afceut  to  it  is  by  a 
flight  of  fteps,  but  which  are  much  broken,  and  the  door 
walled  up,  becaufe^  ia  time  of  public  infurreftion,  the  mu- 
tineers often  made  it  a  place  of  retreat.     The  place  is  fo 
ftrong,  that  t|iere  is  now  a  conftant  guard  of  Janiffaries  kept 
within  its  precinA»  in  fome  adjacent  apartment.     Between  h 
and  ^he  caiUe  is  a  ipacious  piazza,  and  the  only  one  in  the 
whole  city  **. 
that  call'     To  the  north  of  the  city  is  another  ftately  mofk,  called 
fd  Kobeel  Kubeel-Jzabs,  or  the  cupola  of  the  Jrahs  ;  becaufe  it  pro* 
Azabs,      perly  belongs  to  the  military  order.    It  is  fixty  feet  fquar^ 
and  adorned  with  a  ftately  dcxne,  raifed  on  a  bafe  of  fikteeo 
fides,  in  each  of  which  is  a  vdndow.     The  infide  of  the  mofic 
is  wainfcotted  round,  about  eighteen  feet  high,  inpannels,  the 
reft  is  of  the  moft  beautiful  marble;  among  which  are  feveral 
,        ilabs  of  red  and  green  porphyry;  the  borders  round  the  pan- 
^J^        nels  are  carved  and  gilt,  and  a  fort  of  frize  ranges  round,  ia 
♦  v"^*       which  are  fentences  cut  in  large  golden  Coptic  charafters.  The 
walls  above  it  were  likewife  adorned  with  Jrahic  infcriptions, 
in  letters  of  gold,  and  the  cupola,  above  is  painted  and  gilt  in 
the  moft  elegant  manner.  .  The  mofk  is  hung  with  a  great 
number  of  lamps,  and  oftrich  eggs ;  adjoining  to  it  are  feve- 
'  ral  apartments  for  the  priefts,  and  fome  ftill  finer  for  great 

perfons,  who  come  to  refide  there.     This  great  edifice  is  faid 
to  have  been  built  by  Jawhar,  or  Jaafar^  who  begged  leave 
of  the  Sultan  to  prepare  him  a  place  fit  to  offer  him  fhcrbct 
on  his  return  from  Mecca  >. 
The  grand     We  have  already  taken  notice  of  the  caftlc  of  Kairo^  its 
aqueduB    \vretched  fortifications  and  earrifon  ;  we  flaall  now  add  two 
de/cribed.  curious  pieces  of  antiquity  ftill  remaining,  and  which  were 
kept  in  good  repair  during  the  reigns  of  the  Khalifs  and  Mam- 
}uk  Sultans,  though  fince  much  neglefted.     The  firft  is  the 
noble  aqueduft,  which  brings  the  Nile  water  tp  it.    We  find 
it  mentioned  by  CteJiaSy  Diodorus  Siculus,  StrabOy  and  other 
fuicient  writers,,  as  a  grand  piece  of  work.     It  cooiifts  of  a 
prodigious  number  <^  arches  and  piers,  of  difierent  dimeo* 
.  fions,  in  th^  ruftic  ftile.     The  arches  are  moftiy  from  ten  l> 
^pfteea  feet  wide,  and  the  piers  from  eight  to  ten.     Dr.  P«' 

>  PflCffCR,  QfL ANGf  K,  &C.  ^   P09OCK,  obi  fop.  1.  i.  C.  4* 
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cockconntci  them  to  the  number  of  289;  but  others,  to  a  much 
greater  number;  and  Granger  to  320  of  each  fort,, only  m 
fome  places  there  runs  a  flip  of  a  continued  wall  without  any 
arches. 

The  ftrufture  likewife  at  the  end  of  it,  which  draws  the 
water  from  the  Nile  into  the  refer  voir,  is  a  beautifurfirong 
edifice,  of  an  oftogon  figure,  and  in  the  fame  ruftic  ftilc  ; 
both  the  work  of,  or  more  probably  new-faced  by,  the  Mam^ 
luhj, 

The  other  curious  work,  worth  mentioning  In  this  cafWe,  Jofeph's 
is  what  the  natives  ftile  Jofe^h's  Welts ;  not  from  the  patri-  Wells  d^^ 
arch,  but  from  a  Grand  Vizir  of  thatname^  as  fome  pretend.'/''*'^^*^. 
The  Arabs  call  it  the  SpAtl  or  Spiral  Wells,  on  account  of 
their  fpiral  defcent.     They  are  of  an  oblong-ftjuanc  form  j 
their  mouth  is  16  feet  in  breadth,  24  in  length,  and  in  depth  ^^'''**''^ 
27  6,  from  the  bottom  to  the  upper  wheel.     This  deptA  con-  ^^^^^J^ 
fifts  of  two  divifipns,  the  firft  of  which  goes  down  nd  lower 't 
than  146  feet,  at  the  end  of  wWch  is  a  flope  or  refting-place  .:'^^*^' 
upon  which  they  draw  the  water  ftx)m  the  lower  divifion,  .by 
means  of  another  wheel,  turned  by  oxen,  which  bath  a  firing 
or  pope  of  earthen  pitchers. 

The  fecond  divifion, is  neither  fo  wide,  long,  ordeepj  a9 
the  firft;  being  only  15  by  9  wide,  and  i3odiiep.  Both 
divifions  arc  neatly  cut  in  the  rock,  and  with  fuch  art,  that 
the  rock  fervles  as  a  rampart  on  the  weft  fide  to  the  defcent ; 
in  wluch  are  cut,  at  certain  diffcinces,  apertures  to  \tt  in  the 
light  for  the  oxen  and  their  drivers,  which  go  down  the  fpiral 
defcent  to  the  firft  platform.  FVom  this  to  the  bottom  of  the 
pther.  is  much  more  dangerous,  becaufe  narrower,  and  with-  ffattr 
outa  parapet.  The  water  at  the  bottom  is  about  nine  or  ttti  ifrackifi, 
feet  deep,  but  brackifti,  and  Utifit  for  drink,  except  during  the  - 
lime  of  the  inundation  }  and  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  all  the 
wells  of  the  city.  The  reader  may  fee  this  extraordinnry 
well,  aiid.the  noble  aqueduct,  more  amply  dcfcribed  and  de- 
lineated, than  our  limits.will  permit  us  to  do,  by  the  curious 
Dr.  Pocock  5  whilft  we  continue  our  review  of  tlie  other  gar- 
rifons  of  this  kingdom  ♦.  ' 

2,  ROSEXTO  is  the  next  caftle  and  garrifon  ;  the  Egyp-  Cafth  of 
tians  call  it  Rajbid.    It  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  weft  Rofetto. 
fide  of  that  branch  of  die  Nile  called  by  the  ancients  Bjilbi^ 
tieum,  affirmed  by  Herodotus  to  have  been  formed  by  art  ; 
fo  that  you  have  the  town  Saad.  caftle  at  your  right  hand  as 
you  enter  the  mouth  <tf  that  rivcr^     It  is  eflecmed  one  of  the 

•  Obfcn'ations  on  Egypt,  lib.  i.  c.  4.  vid.&NoRDSN,  Ghan- 
Qsii,  k,  al  fup.  cit.       '  "  ^ 
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pleafanteft  plains  in  Egypt ;  the  length  of  hi?  about  two 
miles,  and  confifts  only  of  two  or  three  ftreets.    The  coua- 
try  about  it  is  moft  delightful  and  fertile,  as  is  all  the  whol6 
Deltha  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Nik,  and  pi'cfents  you  with  the 
moft  pleafant  proTpeft  of  gardens,  orchards,  and  of  the  fiaeft 
fruii  and  corn  fields,  excellently  well  cultivated  (O). 
hijitna*        The  cafile  ftands  about  two  miles  north  of  the  town, 
Hwi  mnd    OQ  the  well:  fide  of  the  river«     It  is  a  fquare  building,  vdtH 
firengtb.    round  towers  at  the  four  comers,  and  port-holes  at  the  bot- 
•  torn  of  it,  and  fome  pieces  of  brafs  cannon.   There  were  like- 
wife  fome  others,  made  after  the  ancient  way ;  that  Is,  of  bars 
and  hoops  of  iron,  wth  fome  flowers  dc  luc^,  and  other  or- 
naments.    The  walls  are  df  brick,  cafed  with  flone,  and  are  . 
fuppofed  to  have  been  built  in  the  time  of  the  holy  \yar,  tho' 
fince  repaired  by  Cheyk  Begh ;  who  is  faid,  by  fome,  to  have 
been  the  builder  of  it.     At  a  little  diftance  lower,  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  river,  is-^a  platform,  mounted  with  fome 
guns ;  and  to  the  caft  of  it  are  the  fait  lakes,  out  of  which 
they  gather  great  q&an titles  of  that  commodity.     At  fome 
farther  diftance,  failing  up  the  river,  one  fees  a  high  moun- 
tain, on  which  ftands  an  old  tower  and  fome  other  ruins ;  it 
is  from  this  tower  that  they  fpy  the  veflels  that  fail  to  ancf 
from  this  court.     From  this  eminence,  likewifc,  is  difcovered ' 
a  large  and  deep  gulph,  in  form  of  a  crefcent,  and  appears  to 
have  been  the  work  of  art,  though  it  be  noXv  filled  up,  and 
fie  oU     difcovers  nothing  but  its  ancient  bed.    Ifhis  the  conful  Mail- 
%ulfhof    let  fuppofes  to  have  been  the  oli  Canopus.  Our  readers  may 
Ctnopus,  fee  his  reafons  for  k  in  his  defeription  of  Egypt  *".     For  as  to 
RofettOi  which  fome  believe  to  have  fucceeded  that  ancient 
i.port,  once  fd  infamous  for  its  lewdnefa  and  diiTolute  diver- 
lions  '^i  it  plainly  appears  to  be  very  modern,  not  above  i  jo. 
years  ftanding,  and  which,  he  thinks,  was  built  to  ferve  in- ' 
fte^d  oiFoiwa ;  which  was  become  fo  diftant  from  the  river,^  | 
'  that  the  veflels  could  not  come  up  to  it.    However  that  be^ ' 
Rofetto  is  now  gro^^n  a  confiderabk  place  for  commerce,  and  ,, 

*  Vol.  i.  fcf.  3.  *  See  Anc.  Hift.  vol.  i.  p.  406. 

(O)  We  arc  told,  that  a  great  ftands  on  the  north  end  of  the 

part  of  the  land  about  it  belongs  town.     They  have  likcwife  a( 

to  Mecca.    There  is  a  tradition  notidff,  that,  if  Mecca  was  taken 

amongft  them,  that  one  of  Mo-  from  the  Tttrks^  the  devotion  of 

hammecT^  relations  lived  there  ;  it  would  be  Removed  to  this 

and  they  have  built  a  mofk  on  city  (3).  v 

the  place  where  he  dwelt,  which  . 

(3;  ?QCQi\^  ubtjup.  /.  i.  et  ij, 

bath 
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hath  fomc  goocf  mannfafturcs  in  the  Kncn  ztd  cotton  t^riy ;  Trafid  of 
but  its  chief,  bufmefs  is  the  carriage  of  goods  XoKairo^  all  the  Rofctto  ^ 
European  merchandifes  being  brought  thither  from  Jlexan*  ***"^^  ^«^ 
rfrw,  by  fea,  and  carried  in* other  boatd  to  that  capital ;  as  thefe  ^^' 
that  arc  brought  down  from  it,  on  the  Nile^  a^e  there  ftiippcd 
off  for  Alexandria  ;  on  which  account,  the  Europeans  have 
here  theur  vice-conftife  and  faftors  to  trantaft  their  bufinefs ; 
and  the  government,  H  Bei'gh,  a  cuftom-hotffc,  aftd  agarrifon, 
to  keep  all  fafe  and  quiet  *. 

The  thu'd  garrifon,  as  Mrell  as  fecond  fea-Jport  of  Egypt y  Port  and 
is  that  of  Alexandria^  once  the  metropolis,  And  the  largeft  cafik  of- 
and  moll  opulent  city  in  the  Whole  kingdom  f  ;  but  now  re-  Damiata. 
duced  within  the  compaf^  of  a  fmaH  neck  of  land,  and  ftrip- 
jjcd  of  all  its  ancient  fpiendor;  but,  for  fome  obvious  rea- 
fons,  we  fhall  poftpone  the  fatther  defcriptibrf  for  anf  article 
by  itfelf,  after  we  have  given  an  aceorfnt  of  the  other  th^ee  ; 
and  fo  pafs  on  to  the  fourth  in  rank,  called  Damiafa^  andf 
which  h  fituate  on  the  oppofite  extrcmitj^  of  the  Deltha  to 
that  of  RofettOy  and  on  the  eaftern,  called  Bcbajlic  or  Pelvfmc^ 
branch  of  the  Nile.     This  city  anfwers  to  the  anciett  Portii- 
fium  J,  though  it  now  ftands  at  a  greater  diftance  from  thd 
bar  than  it  was  obferved  to  do  at  the  time  of  the  holy  War.  j. 
'  It  IS  a  place  of  great  traffick,  as  well  as  Rofetto^  and  there  hardly  fr/^'k^ 
paffes  a  year,  in  which  there  are  not  above  loo  vefTels  laden 
in  It  with  different  merchandifes,  efpecially  rice.     The  mis- 
fortune is,  that  it  is  no  lefs  infefted  with  corfairs,  who  catch 
fhem  either  failing  in  or  out "".     The  town  is  large,  but  ill 
built,  and  chiefly  inhabited  by  fKhermep  and  Janijfaries,  who 
;  are  faid  to  be  the  very  worft  people  in  the  whole  Tiirhijh  em-  fhe  inla^ 
Ipire,  and  the  moft  uncivil  and  intuiting  to  ftrangers,  .efpecialjy  litants 
I  the  Europeans,  againft  whom  tFiey  bear  a  mortal  averfioij;  hate  and  > 
l^hich  hath  continued  ever  fince  the  time  pf  the  Cru/ade,  this  '»M  ^^' 
kity  being  the  fcene  of  their  war  in  Egypt,  and  the  place  Europe- 
where  the  French  monarch  St.  Lewis  was  made  a  prifoner.  ^^*' 
No  perfon,  therefor^,  dares  to  appez^r  here  in  an  European 
drcfs;  and  they  mention  inftances  of  fome  Chriftian  confuls 
having  been  mafFacred  there,  and  of  others  who  have  been 
forced  to  leave  the  place  to  avoid  the  like  fi^te.     They  are, 
moreover,  arrant  thieves,  and  will  (leal  the  cables  and  other 
cordage  or  tackle  offliips,  and  m^ke  ufe  of  perfons  of  credit 
to  treat  with  the  captain  about  a  price  for  the  reftitution.  of 
them ;  and  this  in  fpight  of  their  laws,  which  ftriftly  forbid 

^  U.  ibid.  irld.&  Po^ock,  I.  i.  c.  2.   Nprdejj,  Grancbr^ 
*  al.  f  jee  it  defcribed  in  the  Anc.  Hift,  vqJ.  i.  p.  404, 

^  fe^.  «  Maillet,  ubi  fop. 
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The  mdmt  Hiftory  B.XVl, 

this  taking  away  part  of  a  (hip's  tadde,  under  the  fevmft 
penalties. 

DAM  I  AT  A  is  defend^  by  an  ancient  ftont  caftW>  whiA, 
we  are  toldi  cannot  be  lef$  than  800  years  old  ^  y  though  i 
later  author  mentions  tvrp,  and  both  (landing  by  the  watct* 
dde ;  but  neither  (trong,  nor  over  furniihed  with  artillery*. 
Dr.  Pocock  mentions  only  a  large  round  tower,  built  of  hewft 
(lone,  and  takes  it  to  have  been  the  work  of  the  Alatnluks, 
after  they  had  recovered  this  city  from  theChriftians  S  Tb^ 
fifhery  of  tht$  place  is  carried  on  in  great  plenty,  cmi  the  kke 
called  by  fome  Menflet y  by  others  TaniSy  and  BeheWy  and  i^ 
farmed,  we  are  told,  for  40,000  piafters  ^  This  lake,  whi4.' 
is  reckoned  thelargeft  in  all^^//,  extends  itfelf  above  tweaqf ' 
leagues  in  length,  and  about-eight  in  breadth,  where  broaj*', 
eft.  It  begins  in  the  neighbourhck)d  of  Damiata^  ft^^^^l 
itfelf  eaft  and  weft  to  the  ancient  Pelujtum,  and  is  part^ 
from  the  fea  only  by  a  fandy  b^k  of  about  h;df  a  league  W 
breadth.  During  the  feafon  of  the  M/^'s  overflow,  it  dif? 
charges  itfelf  into  the  Mediterranean  by  three  large  branchefc^ 
which  form  three  mouths  called  i>f<fmfcz,  TaniSf  Sind  Pelufm^ 
but  tbey.remain  dry  after  the  overflow.  This  lake  aboundi 
with  variety  of  fifh,  which  are  cured  and  falted  upon  a  vaj' 
Bumber  of  fmall  iflands  near  the  (hore,  and  are  greedilf 
bought  up  by  the  Syrians  and  Nubian  Arabs.  They  qjfi 
likewife  great  quantities  of  what  they  call  Bo9targQSf  whicft 
are  the  roes  of  mullet,  that  are  caught  here  in  great  plenty  j 
and,  when  dipped  in  wax,  are  carried  and  fold  all  ov« 
Turky.  They  have  here  two  ways,  among  many  others,  of 
fiftiingNin  this  lake,  which  are  no  lefs  curious  than  peculiar  |i 
the  one  is  by  ;he  help  of  a  tame  peDcan  that  they  bring  toifj 
who,  by  his  exquillte  fcent,  finds  out  where  the  fifli  are,  aoA 
drives  them  into  their  nets,  which  are  fpread  in  a  femicircoW 
form,  at  a  proper  diftance ;  and,  to  prevent  his  eating  the  fillip 
in  too  large  a  quantity,  as  he  drives  them  before  him,  tj*; 
fifhermen  guide  him  on  each  fide,  by  a  thread  they  have  tvs(, 
through  his  eye-lids,  whereby  they  make  him  fwim  with  hil 
eyes  fliut ;  whilft  they  on  each  fide,  rowing  in  their  boats,  pr€«, 
vent  the  fifh  from  ftraying  from  the  net  «. 

The  other  is  by  means  of  the  dolphins,,  which  are  in  grea^^ 
plenty  there,  and  drive  the  fifti  towards  the  (hore  into  little)I 
ponds  digged  for  the  purpofe,  the  entrance  of  which  they  clofcj^ 
with,  a  net  after  theyaregot  in.  And  our  author  adds,  that  thefe* 


^  Maillet.  *  Granger,  c.  9, 

fop.  '^  Grang.  Voy..cn  Eg}'pt. 

FococK,  Si  al.  ubi  fup. 


«  Pocl)CK,  libi 
t  Id.ibid.vjd.&^ 

^lermcn 
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fiihainen  are  flitpid  enough  to  look  upon  the  dolphins  as  a 
kind  of  friendly  genii  to  them.  He  llkewife  adds^  that  the 
Damatans  are  of  late  become  more  reconciled  and  friendly 
to  the  Europeans^  and  even  to  the  French^  whom  they  moft 
detefted,  on  account  of  their  -  monarch's  making  himfelf 
mafter  of  their  city ;  which  he  was,  however,  obliged  to  rc- 
ftore,  as  part  of  his  ranfom.  It  is  reckoned  one  of  the  keys  ^*^  tmp^r^ 
{&  Egypt ^  on  account  of  its  important  harbour  oh  the  Medi"  '^*^^  ^^^ 
terraneariy  and  to  contain  about  25,000  inhabitants,  cxclu- ^^*^^*^'* 
five  of  its  fuburb  on  the  other  fide  of  the  NiU;  which  is 
thiefly  inhabited  by  fea-faring  men.  There  are  likewife  about 
400  Greek  families  fettled  in  Damiata ;  which,  in  fome  mea« 
fare,  carry  on  the  whole  commerce.  They  have  a  church, 
a  biihop,  and  the  free  liberty  of  their  religion,  except  that  dF 
ringing  the  belL  Befides  thefe,  there  are  multitudes  of  ftran- 
gcrs  of  various  nations  and  religiojjs.  It  hath  one  longflreet, 
which  reaches  quite  from  the  water-fide  to  the  other  extre- 
mity of  it,  along  the  river ;  and  there  it  is  that  the  merchan- 
difes  are  laden  and  unladen.  It  is  furrounded  with  walls, 
except  on  the  water-fide,  and  is  governed  by  an  Aga  and  a 
Kadi,  both  which,  are  nominated  by  the  Baftia.  Its  chief 
commerce  is  that  of  various  forts  of  fine  linen  doth,  of  aH 
colours ;  which  are  exported  thence  into  various  countries ; 
befides  the  failed  mullets,  and  their  preferved  roes,  already 
mentioned  **. 

The  next  cafHc,  in  rank,  is  that  which  h^th  its  name  from  ne  cafik 
ihe  famed  ancient  labyrinth,  or  is  rather  only  what  remains  ofthiU' 
of  that  once  magnificent  ftrufture.  We  have  given  a  defcrip-  h^intbm 
'  tion  of  it  in  a  former  part  of  this  work  f,  according  to  the 
naQcient  authors,  as  well  as  of  its  prefent  ruinous  ftate,  from 
fome  of  thofe  modei'n  ones,  whom  we  thought  had  given  the 
moft  accurate  account  of  it.     And  here  we  freely  own  one 
I  error  v^e  committed,  in  giving  too  much  credit  to  one  of 
,  tBem,  who  g^ve  himfelf  out,  in  his  pompous  defcription  of 
voyages,  for  an  eye-witnefs,  and  a  more  exaft  obferver  of 
;  what  he  wrote  about  this,  and  other  parts  of  Egypt^  than  *        , 
thofe  who  had  wrote  before » ;  little  fufpefting  at  that  time,  ^^^^i^/ 
that  he  had  only  impofed  upon  the  public  what  lie  found  '^xif^i^igf^^ 
other  authors,  or  lupplied  out  of  his  own  brain,  in  or- 
der to  anfwer  the  idea  of  a  moft  intricate  labyrinth  ;  though,  . 
ftom  the  principal  walls  ftanding,  and  other  parts  of  the  edi- 
fice which  are  thrown  down,  it  appears  to  l;)e  a  quite  difterent 

*  Coffin's  Voy.  into  Syria,. c.  18.  Vansteb,  ir.al.  fup.  cit. 
+  Anc.  Hift.  vol.  i.  p.  448,  &  feq.  vol.  ji.  p.  80.  *  Lucas's 
•Voyages. 

Moo.  Hist.  Vol.  XIV.  O  ffamfture. 
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ftrufturc.  It  cannot,  hpweyer,  be  donbtcd  that  he  hath  lieett 
hi  Egypt,  and  even  upon  this  foot,  as  fome  have  fnfpeftd, 
ftom  his  mifplacing  it  on  the  loudi  end  of  the  lakf;;  asl& 
name  is  ftill  to  be  feen  ingt-aved  on  one  of  the  colnmns  %,  But 
what  ftill  further  convinces  one  of  his  inaccuracy,  is  tt 
Affirming  that  the  pillars,   and  other  ilones,  of  that  noift 
building,  are  of  hard  marble ;  whereas  they  are  found  to  &5 
as  Pliryf  affirms,  only  of  white  ftone.  However,  we  are  not  tlii 
firft,  by  many,  who  have  fallen  into  the  fame  error  oat  M 
credulity;  and  the  leaft  we  thought  we  could  do,  wasp 
take  the  firft  opportunity  that  offered  itfelf,  in  the  c6urfe  d 
rfiis  Modern  Hiftory,  to  acknowledge  itSto  our  readers,  andl 
make  them  the  bell  amends  we  could,  by  ^vin^  them  a  m^ 
.   genuine  account  of  the  prefent  condition  of  that  once  fujri 
ftnifture,  from  more  faithful  hands,  on  whofe  veracity,'^ 
well  as  fldll,  judgment,  and  diligence,  they  may  now  m 
rely. 
Pefcribed       This  caftle,  which  is,  by  the  Arabs,  called  Ca/r  CartA 
^^''•^^•and  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  remains  of  the  ancient  labyrflrt 
cock.        ftands  weft-fouth-weft  of  the  lake  Moeris,  formerly  dcfcribd 
about  two,  or,  according  to  others,  three  miles' from  it,  ai 
may  now  be  eafxly  pervaded  and  examined  without  a  dfl 
It  is,  according  to  the  accurate  Dr.  Pocock,  one  hundred  tl 
fixty  feet  in  length,  and  eightv  in  breadth  K     The  port 
which  was  ruftic  work,  is  almoir  ieftroyed,  in  no  part  aM 
iix  feet  high ;  and,  from  the  remains  of  a  flight  of  flairs  i 
the  eaft  fide  of  it,  one  may  conclude  that  there  were  fd 
apartments  under  it.     He  adds,  "that  he  fhould'  not  havcfi 
pofed  it  to  have  been  covered,  had  he  not  feen  the  remaiift 
pillars  in  the  middle  of  it.    The  front  of  tK^building  is  m 
ruinous  than  any  other  part  of  it ;  the  upper  ftory  in  them 
die  is  fallen  down,  and  is  entirely  gone  almoft  froto  this  hrt 
As  the  building  now  femains,  there  are  forty-four  tiBrt 
Hone,  each  nine  inches  deep,  and  confequently  it  Is  thirty-tB 
feet  high.     There  are  figns  of  a  cornice  ranging  round ;  i) 
withftanding  which,   the  building  muft  have  been  can 
J^fl^j  cf   up  higher.     The  three  other,  fronts  of  the  ftrufture  app 
Muhej        fQ  have  had  fome  rows  of  fine  brown  marble  and  other  ft 
Tu^    taken  off,  which  were  adorned  with  cornices,  and  other  feu 
^*   *y"'g   turcs  and  ornaments,  and  had  a  niche  cut  into  them,  d 
^^^^       fize  capable  to  contain  fome  marble  head ;  and  mi^bt  ft 
■  babty  be  defigned  to  have  fome  objeft  or  other  of  thdr  tWB 
Ihip  placed  in  them,  reprefenting  every  facrcd  crocodile  dl 

X  See  Grakger,  «bi  fop.  c.  8.  f  Anc.  Hift.  vol.L  j 

449,  &fcc[.  k  Obfervations  on  Egypt,  lib.  i.  c.  7. 
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ittigbt  be  depditcd  in  them  ;  and  thc&'ftbn^  were  tboa 
lying  on  the  north  fide  of  the  temple '. 

This  edifice  confifts  of  four  ^cious  halls,  but  of  dii&rsnt  fi^^fnri^ 
fees,  and  a  fmaller  odc  about  twelve  feet  Iod^,  which  form  f„e$its  dgS 
tk  whole  extent  of  the  building ;  and  on  each  fide  of  xhsssLfiriied*, 
»e  fmaller  apartments  «. .   The  fom-  large  halls  have  door- 
cafes  crooned  with  double  cornices,  adorned  with  winged 
j^obes.    The  infides  of  thefe  rooms,  beforfe  they  were  filled 
with  earth,  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  twenty  feet  high,  and 
ac  covered  with  ftones  of  fuch  a  length  as  to  reach  from 
■♦all  to  wall :  the  narrow  apartments,  on  the  fides  and  at  the 
:her  end,  might  be  defigned  for  tombs,  or  depofitories  for 
dead .  Over  each  of  them  is  a  work  like  a  falfc  door,  adorned 
:A  cornices,  and  one  erf"  them  charged  with  fculptures  o£ 
LWks.     The  paflage  from  the  cell  to  the  weft  leads  up  to 
erne  of  the  large  apartments,  by  a  hole  that  feems  to  have  been 
"  oke  in,  and  to  come  out  at  another.  Thefe  our  author  fup- 
fes  to  have  been  defigned  to  depofit  the  :&cred  crocodiles 
;  one  of  them  being  thirty  feet  by  three,  and  the  other 
%ht  by  twoj    A  way  is  broke  in  from  the  end  of  the  long  -..      ^^^ 
ibom  to  the  apartments  above.     There  are  feveral  ^^^^^n^rr 
icnlars  relating  to  thefe  apartments,  which  we  fliali  not  fLmalfov^ 
ell  longer  upon,  feeing  he  found  it  fo  difficult  to  oiftr  any  conk^urn 
)bable  conjefture  concerning  their  nfe  and  defign  ** ;  and  alL 
at  we  can  conclude  from  them,  as  well  as  from  what  wo 
ve  defcribed  from  him,  and  another  traveller  lately  quoted, 
that  the  whok  edifice  rather  bears  the  face  of  fome  and-* 
It  palace  or  other  public  ftrufture ;  but  hath  nothing  re- 
taining that  corid  lead  a  judicious  obfervcr  into  the  nation  fe//«  w- 
'  its  being  the  ruins  of  the  famed  labyrinth,  defcribed  by  the  ^^^£  kfi 
Isdehts.     The  misfortune  is,  that  tjhofe  celebrated  edKccs,  (^^^^** 
f  wMdi  they  give  us  an  account,  are  fo  disfigured  and  mnti-'  'y^'^y 
tted  by  time,  and  other  changes  which  they  have^  under" 
(tee,  and  the  fpot  whereon  they  flood  fo  altered,  either  by 
tebuHding  of  new  ones  upon,  near  to,  or  at  fome  diftance 
torn  them,  and  our  modern  travellers  have  proved  fo  emu- 
Dtis  in  defending  their  fevenilconjeftures  agaihft  each  olher, » 
'  t  a  readci*  is  more"  eafily  bewildered  than  informed  bjt 
lem. 

As  for  the  Wonder  which  both  the  ancient  and  modern  jp-^y  ^^j^ 
ntcrs  have  exprefled  at  this  edifice's  being  built  altogether  twitkout 
jrfftene,  wjithout  the-leaft  appe'arance  of  timber  ia  any  part  any  tif^" 
pL  its  remains,  there  is  nalhing,in  it,  but  what  snay  be  ob:  ifer. 
p  .      -'  .  ^     .  ..^  ,..,,  ,,.         ,     . 

^  PococK,  ibid.  «  Gji anger, ubifap,-  °  Pocock,    . 

iibid.  p.  6^n, 

Q  Z  |fenre4 
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ftrnd  lathe  other  ancient  bnildings  in  that  fuperbeafte*^ 

.  efpecially  fihce,  according  to  Julius  Qtfar'%  report,  all  the 

Alextn-    building  of  jiUxandria  were  erej^ed  in  the  fame  way,  ^j^itbout 

dita  anci'  ^ny  raftering  or  other  timber>  and  the  Several  parts  of  each 

•^hiU-  were  held  together  by  arches  and  morter,  and  covered  tt  the 

A  top  by  rough  (lone  or  i/lofaid  work,  probably,  as  he  hifflfdf 

hints,  to  preferve  them  from  fire.    However,  this  ancient  aod 

wholfome  precaution  hath  been  long  enough  fet  afide,  as  we 

ihall  fliew  when  we  come  to  fpeak  of  its  prefent  ftate. 

Before  we  leave  the  caftle  of  Car^on^  we  fliall  only  ob* 

fcrve,  that  it  is  governed  likewife  by  an  Aga  and  a  Kadi,  ix)tb 

named  by  the  Baiha ;  the  former  appointed  to  recdve  the  tri* 

^ute  of  this  government,  part  of  which  he  is  commilfioQcd 

to  fend  to  Conjiatitinople,  and  the  other  to  Kairo^  for  thefnflo* 

nance  of  the  foldiery  o. 

0ther  ^'  ^^^  "^^^  ^^^^  ^°^  garrifon  is  that  of  Adjeroute^  fup^ 

ca files  and  P^^^  ^^  ^  *^  ancient  Hierapolis.  It  is  diftant  about  twcnqrrf 

gtnrtjons    ^^"^^  hours  from  Kiuro^  on  the  road  to  Mecca  (N)  5  but  hath 

nothing  worth  obferving,  fave  that  the  caftle  is  an  old  fquaie 

^  .  .        building,  the  garrifon  inconfiderable,  ill  kept,  and  wcrie  difc 

ciplined  p,  flnce  the  time  that  Soltan  Sehm  thought  proper  19 

difmantle  it  of  the  moft  material  part  of  its  ftrength,  ani 

ruined  all  that  he  thought  in  a  condition  to  defend  itfetf.    • 

The  prefent     We  come  now  to  give  our  readers  a  fhort  defcription  dF4l 

ftate  of     once  celebrated  city  of  Alexandria,  not  fo  much  on  account  ol 

Alcxan.    its  ancient  grandeur,  which  hath  been  fully  defcribed  in  I 

dria.         former  part  of  this  work  t,  much  lefs  of  its  prefent,  feeing  il 

retain^i  no  more  of  it  than  the  melancholy  remains  of  what  i| 

-  '   *  -     hath  been,  when  in  its  moft  flouriftiing  ftate  under  PtoIemeus\ 

but  as  it  is  the  place  with  which  thofe,  who  travel  inM 

Bgypt  fiiould  be  moft  acquainted  with  before-hand,  as  it  is  diC 

tVhv      y  ^     P^*^  ^^^y  ^^^  ^^*  ^^  "^"^  b^in  to  familiarize  thenh 

iar9t9h^^^^  to  the  ftrange  manners  and  cuftoms  of  Ac  country,  dM 

inrdun*      difagreeabk  inconveniencjes  they  muft  expeft  to  go  through 

and  the  contempt,  affronts,^  and  infults,  they  muft  arm  then 

.    •  PococK,  NoRDEN,  '&  al.  fup.  citat.  p  Pocock,  vk 

iup.  1»  ill.    c.  I.   Granger,  c.  13.   Maixlet.  f  And 

Hift.  vol.  i.  p.  204,  &  feq.  , 

,    (N)  The  Aratians  compute  it  about :  that  being  much  ahoat 

to  be  32  hours,,  or  480  derajes,  the  diflance  which  the  lake  of 

^   of  which  15  go  to  an  hour;  the  the   pilgrims  *is    fnym  Kare^ 

difference  is  owing  to  the  rokd  where  the  caravan  e&camp^aiMl 

that  the  caravan  takes  farther  begins  its  journey  (5). 

■•-"*;■"  ■  ■    .  r'     •   ;  I 

^3;  Paced f  ubijup^  /.ijt  f,  j,  .  \ 

t-  ■■  fclvqj' 
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(im^^nR,  from  a  rude  and  unpolifiie^  people,  and  nndcr»  . 

go  a  kind  of  probation  of  the  yarious  objeAs  they  are  likely  to 
meet  Vfith^  as  well  a$  of  their  fare  and  treatment  amongft 
them,  and  (o  learn  experience  from  thofe  who  have  gone  be<- 
foretHem'. 

I^nsT  then,  inftead  of  thofe  ancient  and  majgnificcnt  ftrnc*  Stripped  of    ^ 
.  tones  they  may  have  heard  or  read  of,  they  muft  expeft  to  be-  ^{{'^^  **" 
hold  littk  elfe  but  their  ruins,  fragments  of  /lately  walls,  ".^'  ^'^^'' 
tottering  towers,  and  caftles  ;  whofe  architefture,  being  nci-  ^*-^^^^^^' 
ther  Greek  nor  Romany  induces  one  to  believe  them  the  work  of 
thtSaracens.  Here  they  will  fee  the  moft  fumptuous  temples 
turned  into  plain  mo(ks,  fome  of  the  fined  pieces  of  architec-  ^ 
tore  artlefsly  fcattered,  and  employed  to  patch  up  an  ordinary 
dwdling ;  the  royal  palace  become  a  common  prifon  for        '    * 
flftves,  the  cMice  numerous  and  opulent  inhabitants  dwindled 
into  a  fmall  parcel  of  Grangers,  and  a  multitude  of  miferable 
wretches,  fervants,  and  flayes,  employed  in  lading,  unlading, 
and  carrying  of  merchandifes  to-and-fro,  and  in  other  labo- 
rious branches  of  its  commerce  ;  which  is  now  the  only  thing 
k  is  confiderable  for,  and  is  wholly  owing  to  its  convenient 
fimation  for  it,  and  to  its  double  port,  one  on  each  fide  ;  the 
old  one  deftined  for  the  veffels  that  belong  to  the  fubje<S^s  of 
fee  Grand  Signor,  and  the  new  for  thofe  that  come  from  Eu* 
rope  and  other  parts  of  the  world,  anfwering  to  their  ancient  T/bi  tivB 
dH&iAion  of  ports  of  j^a  and  Africa  \    There  is,  however,  ports,  dt* 
*  confiderable  difference  between  them ;  the  former  being /cr/^r<^. 
large,  commodious,  deep,  fafe,  and  neatly  kept ;  and  hath 
<»ly  this  inconveniency,  that  its  entrance  is  difficult  and  dan- 
gerous, on  account  of  its  narrownefs,  and  bring  clogged  u  pwith 
rocks;  but,  being  once  pafled,  one  enters iQto  a  fine  fpacious 
kaven,  above  a  league  in  length,  and  capacious  enough  for 
leoo  veffels  to  ride  in  commodioufly  and  fafely. 

The  other,  on  the  contrary,  called  fince  The  New,  onac-  ^, 
count  of  its- having   been  fevered  from  it  in  the  ^iinc  of  ^^^  ^^^^ 
the  Greek  monarchs,   by  a  dikt  which  reached  from  the  <venififit 
terra  firma  to  the  eaftern  point  of  the  ifie  of  Antirhodus ;  an^dan^ 
thereby  all  communication  was  flopped  between  them,  except  gerou^^ 
*t  one  aperture  left  open  for  that  purpofe  • ;  is  fo  very  (hal- 
*o^  in  many  places,  and  the  bottom  fo  rocky  and  craggy, 
*"^t  the  fhips  are  obliged  to  throw  in,  at  certain  diftances, 
toi)ae  empty  icaflis.  under  the  cables,  to  prevent  the  cables  being 

^Noudbn's  Travels  inte  Egypt,  vol.  i.  p.  jS.oftavo  edit. 
'  Id.  ibid.  Maillet,  ubi  fup.  tec.  4.  Granqer,  ubi  fup.  c. 
U.  Pocqck's  Obfer^.  on  Egypt,  L  i.  c.  k-  •  .MArLL|T,  ubi 
**»?•  let.  4.  ...    * 

O  3  frettc4 
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Irdted  lad  ^rm  bf  it*  Thoogh  this  pfeeno&)A  ofuaUy  prc- 
ferves  them,  the  vefi«ls  arc  ftUl  cacpofed  to  tb^  danger  of  ber 
ing  loft  by  every  violent  bUft»  or  fiormy  wind,  becauCe  the 
4uu:hor$  are  prevented  by  it  from  holding  (p  faft  at  fuch  tlma, 
and  frequently  lofe  their  hold ;  fo  that  the  veffel,  oocrfloofe»- 
ed,  is  -frequently  caft  avpty,  even  in  the  harbour,  fcnr  w4fit  of 

•  ^^     fafficient  depth  and  fca-  roopi-  The  entrance  into  this  laft  port 
g^lgj^      is  defended  by  two  caftles,  of  a  bad  ftruftnre,  after  the  tark- 

i/b  tafte,  which  have, nothing  remarkable  but  their  fituation^ 
^1  the  reft  coming  vaftly  ftiort  of  thoie  noble  firud^ures,  for 
Ci/W/^  which  this  city  was  once  fb  juftly  famed.  The  Great  Phard- 
Great  «i^^  hath  a  fmaU  tower  in  its  center,  which  ternoioates  in  a 
^*    .,•      lanthorn,  which  is  lighted  up  every  night-,,  but  is  fo  ill  fervod 
rAviupn,  ^^^  .^  feldpm  gives  a  fufficient  light.     The  ifland  was  aa- 
ciently  joined  to  the  land  by  a  caufeway,  and  two  bridges, 
90Q  paces  long,  which  have  long  iince  been  covered  by  the 
waters,  as  weU  as  the  famous  mcSe  which  jidrianhedc^M 
to  be  built  at  the  end  of  the  cape  Pojftdium ;  fome  of  the 
ruins  of  both  may  be  feen  in  clear  and  calm  weather  K    It  is 
much  the  fame  with  the  other  caftle,  or  LittU  PhariUm^  as  it 
|s  called,  on  which  one  fees  no  footfteps  of  that  celebrated 
library,  which,  in  Ptolemy's  time,  was  efteemed  the  nobkft 
and  moft  beautiful  that  had  ever  been  ften.     Thefe  twoP&T 
fhfirimso  rUkns  are  joined  to  the  land,  each  by  a  mole,  of  which  that 
'moles  lead'  of  the  ifland  of  Pharoh  is  the  longeft,  built  partly  of  bride  a»4 
ing  to  thf  partly  of  freeftone,  ^nd  is  vaulted  from  end  to  end ;  which  \ 
t^t*       .  our  author  computes  to  be  about  10,000  paces  in  cxWt;  i 
the  vaulting  is  after  the  Gothic  ftile,  and  the  water  flows  nn:  j 
der  the  arches.     The  other  mole  hath  nothing  remarfcable, ' 
but  two  zigzags,  which  ferve  for  a  defence  in  cafe  of  need ;  aod  | 
both  together ;  one  on  the  r^ht,  and  the  other  on  the  kft  1 
fide  of  the  port,  conduft  infcnfibly  to  the  fiiore.    Bflt  as  I 
there  are  here  and  there  naany  dangerous  rocks,  fome  above, 
pthers  under,  water,  the  fafcfl  way  is  to  take  a  Turkifi^fi^^* 
j^ppointed  for  that  end ;  who  guides  you  fafe  through  thflCi 
into  the  port  u. 
Tk  tr  r       That  part  of  the  qty  which  borders  on  the  old,  and  ex*  j 

•  Tj^^^]^^ tends  itfelf  quite  to  the  new  one,  on  approaching  it,  ofrers-tQ 
f^f   ^       one's  view  a  ftrange  mixture  of  objefts,  of  ancient  and  mo*, 

dern  monument?,  fome  entire,  others  decayed,  brdcea,  or 

pne  half  above,  and  the  reft  buried  under*  a  heap  of  raifls. 

IPV//,  /TjjThe  outer  walls  of  the  faid  city  are  ftill  very  beautifully  built* 

^Q^iru     pf  hewn  ftoae,  though  tliey  appear  to  b(j  ancient,  aM  the 

^  De  Ws,  yJd.  Anc.  Hift.-val.  ix.  p.  371,  &  fetj.  xvi,  t6«,  & 
fcq.  !*  NcapEBT,  ubi  fup.  J 

• 
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arches  being  true  and  regular,  and  the  workmanflup  of  them 
▼cry  good.     They  are  flanked  with  femicircular  towers,  a« 
feet  in  diameter,  at  about  130  feet  diftance  from  each  other. 
At  each  of  them  are  ftairs  to  go  up  to  the  battlements,  there 
fKaogawalk  round  the  top  of  the  wall,  built  upon  arches; 
knd,  as  they  now  ftand,  tney  feem  to  have  indofed  all  the 
fity,  except  the  royal  palace,  on  the  north-eaft.     The  inner 
'Walls  of  the  old  city,  which  feem  to  be  of  the  middle  age, 
arc  much  higher  and  ftronger  than  the  others,  and  are  defended 
!)Jrhigh  towers;  two  of  which  are  particularly  large  and  well 
ttfilt,  and  ftand  to  the  north-weft,  towards  the  new  city,  on 
ftlie  ftrand,  as  the  reader  may  fccthcm  delineated  by  the  re- 
^terend  author  often  quoted  ^.     To  whom  we  (hall  refer  him 
HJr  the  farther  difplay  of  fuch  other  remaining  anc;ent  edi*^ 
Ices,  and  monuments,  as  we  had  not  room  to  defcribe  in  our 
Indent  Hiftory  *.     The  truth  is,  Jhefe  ancient  relics  have 
leen  fo  disfigured,  by  time  and  other  accidents,  or  are  fo  far 
Varied  in  the  fand  and  rubbifh,  that  there  remains  little  elfe 
fe  and  about  this  city,  worth  the  attention  of  the  curious,  ex- 
cept the  famous  Corinthian  column,  vulgarly  called  The  Pillar  7»jiep5i}^ 
mfPwtpeyy  and  the  two  obelifts,  called  The  Needles  of  Cleo^  of  Pom-  ^ 
idfnz,  the  one  ftill  ftanding,  and  the  other  thrown  down  ;  all  pcy,  mnd^ 
'vhichhave  been  fo  fully  described,  by  every  writer  and  traveller  two  obe* 
"iito  this  country  (O),  that  it  would  be  fuperfluous  to  dwell  UJks. 
longer  upon  them  in  fuch  a  work  as  this  ^.    If  any  thing  be- 
'ifides  has  efcaped  the  injuries  of  time,  in  this  city,  more  than  \^'  ^'^ 
i^Vdicrs,  it  is  the  great  tiumbcr  of  its  cift^rns,  which  are^filled  "/^^^^ 
i^jeariy  wjth  the  waters  of  the  Nile,  by  a  canal  that  goes  und^  ^uit'^^ 
'  thie  name  of  Peopatra,  and  begins  about  two  leagues  from       '     • 
*Kofetto,  from  which  it  conveys  them  tp  thi^  city,  tjipy  being 

^     ^  PococK,«bifap.  p. '3,  &f«q.  &  plate  3.  »  Vol.  i. 

'  p.  125,  &  fcq.  XV,  p.  168,  &  feq.  &  alib.  paif,  7  Dc  his, 

I  Tifi.M4iVX«£T9  PoCociCy  NoRDEN,  &  al,  mult,  ' 

I 

(O)  With  refpeft  to  the  three  father  Lucas,  but  hath  more  ve^ 
I  laft-mentioned  monuments,  it  hemently  invsighe^  agaiitft  tHe 
r  will  not  be  improper  to  inform  lace  Maillet*%  defcripdon  of 
oar  readers,  tt^at  die  aothoxs  them  (4) ;  tho*  upon  farther  ex - 
qooted  in  the  margin  do  fom^-  amination  of  both  their  at- 
what  differ  in  their  accounts  of  coanis,  it  dotl)  not  app^r  to  us, 
theyi,  eCpedally  with  regard  to  that  the  confiil>  overfights,  if 
theirprelent  condition;  and  that  they  be  really  fuch,  deferve4 
pae  of  the  lateft  of  th«$n  hath  the  fevere  cenfifri^s  he  has  be- 
pot  only  cenfured  th^  fft()o|o^3    fiowed  upon  him, 

(f )  AW*»*  y^^  »•  p*  ^»  ^f  ^  «^-  '4-  *••  '^'« 
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the  boly  vmXtr  they  hav^  in  it. ;  and,  vrhcn  titzt  fails,  they  are 
obliged  to  fupply  thcmfelvcs  with  it  from  RqfettB  ^.  And/ 
yet  thefe  noble  refervoirs,  which  once  fupplied  this  populous 
city,  are  reduced  to  fix,  which  are  in  the  old  one,  inA  are 
but  ill  looked  after ;  whilft  the  far  grea^  part  of  the  reft 
are  filled  up  with  earth,  a$  well  as  the  noble  pillars  which 
fupported  them ;  which,  we  are  told,  were  made  of  brick, 
and  covered  over  with  a  matter  impenetrable  by  water  "  (P). 

ALEXANDRIA  is  reckoned  to  have  aboiit  14,000 or 
1 5,000  inhabitants ;  a  ftrange  coUuvies  of  different  nations, 
as  well  as  from  various  parts  of  the  7i/r*^  empire ;  all  in,ge- 
neral  given  to  thieving  and  cheating^  and  feditioB?  above  all 
others,  were  they  not  kept  in  awe  by  the  fevwty  of  thdr 
government.  The  Englijb  and  French  carry  on  a  conCderable 
commerce  with  them,  and  have  each  a  conful  refidijQg  in  it. 
Some  Venetian  Clips  alfo  fail  thither  yearly  j  but  with  French 
colours,  and  under  the  proteftion  oi  France,  Here  are  like- 
wife  fome  Greeky  Armenian^  and  Jrwijh  merchants  fettled  in 
it ;  who  carry  on  the  moft  part  of  the  trafBck  with  the^«r^ 
peansy  either  as  brokers,  or  upon  their  own  flock ;  and  one 
might  be  induced  to  think  it  is  the  former,  that  is,  to  the 
Etiglifb  and  French  j  feeing,  according  to  their  treaties,  they 
pay  fo  much  per  Cent^  lefs  than  thofe  who  are  fubjefted  to 
the  Gr^nd  Signor's  tax,  among  whom  are  comprifed  the 
Jewsy  natives  i^s  well  as  foreigners,  and  the  other  trading 
nations  who  keep  no  conful  there.  But  thefe,  efpecially  th^ 
Jews,  of  whom  ther?  are  about,  a  dozen  rich  families,  who 
drive  a  largie  wholefale  trade,  among  a  greater  number  of  re- 
tailers of  their  own  nation,  haye  found  out  feveral  ways  to 
indemnify  themfelves  for  this  difadvantage  ;  one  in  particular 
is,  by  felling  their  commodities  cheaper  than  any  Franks  Oin 

s  Granger,  ubi  fup.  c.  12.         *Norden,  ubifup,  p.  19* 


(?)  Thcfe  cplumns;  wc  are 
farther  told,  appear  to  be  of  dif- 
ferent forts,  ana  the  greatcftpart 
in  ^Goibic^  or  rather  ip  tiSara* 
eenic  tafte.  And  as  it  is  not  to 
be  conceived,  that  theyfiiould 
have  been  plaiced  in  that  man* 
ner  from  the  beginning,  it  is 
|£a(ona|bly  fuppo^d»  that  their 

J  gradual  decay  has  occafioned  a 
ucctiTive  fupply  of  them,  and 


that  fome  of  thext  have  taken 
the  place  of  others,  as  occafiob 
required ;  i)ut  in  the  repairing 
of  thofe  refer voirs,  theyijave 
made  ufe  of  the  cheancft  mate- 
rials (5),  from  yvhich  we  may 
judge  in  wha(  manner  the  rfft 
mult  have  been  treated  fihce 
they  have  fallen  into  fliU  viOtk 
hands. 


(3)  Id:ih.  f.  t9,  &/ep 
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do,  whereby^  as  well  as  by  their  more  frugal  way  of  living, 
they  at  oxxce  out- vie  them  in  trafEck,  and  get  profit  enough 
to  grow  rich.    Befides,  the  fanners  of  the  cuftomsj  know  full  '^  ^"- 
well,  that,  if  they  do  not  pay  fome  private  regard  to  them,  '^^t^hff^ 
they  can  caufe  the  fewer  merchandifes  to  come  into  this  port,  *^^^^dh 
daring  the  two  years  that  their  farm  lafts  ;  upon  which  ac- '  '•^■' 
count  they  frequcntlv  tax  them  lower  than  they  do  thtFrenck,  ^^*^ 
or  other  franks  *.  The  Chriftians,  particularly  of  the  Creek 
and  C9^tic  churches,  are  moIUy  poor,  their  once-famed  ca- 
thedrals of  St.  Mark  ( QJ  and  St.  Catherine  are  gone  to  de- 
cay, and  have  little  left  oA  their  ancient  fplendor.     The  for- 
mer hath  been  long  ilnce  turned  into  a  mofl:,  and  ftill  retains  j{f^  ^ 
the  name  of  the  mo(k  of  a  thoufand  and  one  pillars;  qf  lool^/. 
which,  we  are  told,  it  hath  ftill  four  rows  on  the  fou th  and  weft  lars. 
fide,  but  only  one  on  the  other  two  *,     That  of  St.  Athana- 
fius  hatl^.tikewifc  undergone  the  fame  fate.    However,  both 
Creek  and  Copts  have  ffiU  each  their  own  churches,  which 
they  call  by  the  names  of  St.  Mark  and  St.  Catherine^  in  Cburthet 
which  thqr  perform  their  cathedral  worihip,  accordiag  to  rf  ^^* 
their  refpeftive  rites,  and  pretend,  that  they  are  thofe  which  ^*[}^  ^ 
were  originally  erefted  to  thefe  two  faints,  and  on  or  near  ^^•C*<'^«* 
the  plac«  of  their  martyrdom;  and  each  likewife  pretend  to  "^^ 

^  NoaDEN,  ubi  fup.        «  Granger,  uW  fup.        *  Pococjc, 
obi  fap.  p.  7. 

(Q^)  This  once  ftatelv  ftruc-  fhall  ihew  in  the  fequel,  wke- 

tore,  faid  to  have  been  dedicat-  ther  in  this  or  any  other  charch, 

cd  to  that  evangelift,  and  er^'  and  have  made  this  city  their 

ed  oa  the  fpot  where  he  fuffered  chief  refidence,  the  greatefl  part 

martyrdom,  ftands  now  to  the  of  their  time ;  tho*  of  late  years, 

weft  of  the  city,  and  near  the  whether  by  the  Grand  Signer's, 

gate  of  Necropolis  (6)  5  but  that  or  his  Bafha's  order,  or  on  any 

which  the  ChriftianCtf^//  enjoy,  other  account,  they  refide  moft-*- 

and  perform  divine  Urvice  in,  \y^tKayro[j). 

hath  notUne  of  that  fuperb  CO-  The  Greeks  and  Armemems^ 

lonade,  or  otner  marks  of  gran-  are  likewife  fettled  here  i  n  great 

deut ;  tho'  it  be  pretended  to  numbers,  and   fome  of  them 

be  the  ancient  patriarchal  feat,  drive  a  confiderable  trade,  tho* 

and  they  ihew  in  it  the  chair  on  they  make  but  a  fmall  figoie, 

which  die  evangelift  fat,  as  firft  ^^^  moitiy  very  poor,  op« 

planter  and  patriarch   of  the  prefled  by  the  government,  and 

^A^^ff^nVzii  church.     His  fuc-  cruelly  infnlted  by  the  Yivriir, 

feilbrs  are  pretended  to  have  efpeciiaily    the    foldiery,   who 

here  ever  fince,  as  we  hate,  ainddefpife  them  (8J. 

(i)  N^rden^  Poc$ei,  MtUlH,  Orstfer,  eh,  f «  (t)  jb«  hrt;  vidk^ 

Svtnbif  AnmAl.  jUmejuirim.  mt  UatrM,  Dgff.  Bdw*  F^mJt*      (%)  Nttdtm,  ^ 

Sbdw 
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flitw  fope  aUQCnt  jdics  of  them ;  the  one  the  patriarcful 

dhtir  of  the  cvangplift,  ?iiid  the  gther  a  fragment  of  ttie  ^^0^ 

pn  which  the  flje-faiijt  was  beheaded,  with  fome  red  (pot«  in 

it,  pretended  to  be  drops  of  h^  blood.  A  late  trairetler  tdk  u^ 

that  th^e  two  churches  are  fo  much  alike,  that  ofte  deicrip- 

don  tqtff  fenre  for  both  r  sod  iXi  he  adds  to  the  traditional  ac- 

eon         count  of  ^hem,  a|>ove-pientioncd*,  is,  that  they  are  both  very 

^darkland  ^*^^»  <li^»  ^"^^  io  full  of  lampS;  that  one  would  rather  take 

dir^*        ^^!^  for  pgods,  than  fer  the  temples  of  th^  true  God  ;  frc»n 

whence  he  concludes,  that  St.  Markl^  itjifinijely  better  fcrved 

In  his  chttfch  at  Venice^  than  iji  this  of  Jkxandrifit.     The 

Convent  dfUfiins  have  likc^fe  a  convert  o(  Franc\fcans,  wUcb  bel<mjgp 

Fraticif-    to  that  c/i  Jerufalem^  and  their  cli;ipel  ferves  the  French  mcT- 

ean?.         chants  inAead  of  a  diurch )  aod  the  frier?,  who  ai  e  pidj^ 

mai^tsdned  t>y  th^m^  ferve  inftead  of  curates  or  chaplains. 

SMety         T^^  ^^y  ^  goveraed,  ii)ce  jhe  other  cities  ui  this  lungdoi?, 

'  and  go-     )>j  ^n  Aga,  who  hath  a  Kadi  and  Si^ib-baQia  uad^^iQ,  aaA: 

wimment.  a{i  npminated  by  the  head  baflia.     It  hath  likewi£e  a  frnf^ 

garrifon  of  foidi^s,  whp  are  lodged  in  the  great  caftle  pB  1^ 

^uth-weft  corner  <?f  it ;  but  into  which  no  European  is  ad-; 

mitted.    ijere  are  likewife  continuaUy  fome  Arabs  incatnpiEji" 

within  the  ivaiis  around  >  which  niake  it  dangerons  to  fee 

abroad  after  fun-fet,  when  the  inhabitants  are  retired- to  their 

own  hogies.    ^yt  ifce  fbief  part  of  the  garrifon,  yrjiich  gon» 

fifts  of  a  fmall  number  of  Janijfaries  and  JJfafs,  4ire  lp<%^ 

in  the  two  Pharilhs,  lately  mentioned  ;  where  alfo  refides  the: 

Janiffaries  AgJi»  Qf  gpvcsrncr,  who  (Jommaeds'lhem,  in  one  of  the  acd- 

imd  Af-     ^^  bulwarl^.     This  doth  not  hiader  thesi  from  being  verf. 

ftfs, .        hgBghty  and  infolent,  ofot  only  toflraftgers,  but  to  th^  m^r* 

inflances  9/csinii\e  and  handicraft  part  ef  me  inhabitants,  though  everfd 

their  info-  confidcrabic  and  ufefuj ;   the  government  being  more  rcmifi 

fence.         \^  favour  of  the  former  than  of  the  latter,  infomucb  that  om 

of  thef<  Janijfarief,  w^^rje  ^old,  made  no  difficulty  to  kill  the 

Ken^nejs  f^j-jner  of  the  cuftoms^there,  for  refufing  to  tak^  lefs  of  h^ 

wern^t.  ^^^^  iuicy  impofed,  and  went  off  up  j»ioiihed  s  ^  it  heuig 

*  a  com»on  ^vo  among  them,  that  what  is  donecanaot  b^ 

.  undone.    How^ever,  to  prevent  the  like  (fifordars  for  the  fu* 

ture,  the  governor  harfi  caufed  a  guard  to  be  kept  at  the  cufJ 

'  tooa^houfe  *. 

Even  the  French^  who  carry  pn  fuch  confiderable  com^ 
mcrce  with  them,  a5  yfc  m^  told  by  one  erf  their  cbaAceUpri 

«  NojiPBji,  v^.  i.  p.4;2.  f  Gravger^  PocpcK,  ibid^ 

.  «  NoRDEs,  ubifup,  vol.  i.  p.  41,  8«  tdit.  l^.  Id.  ibid,  p,' 

4;^,  V^d.  (feMAILLETy  4f  al.  iup.«i)t. 
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ibere,  who  counbed  ao  lefs  than  j^o  of  their  ibips  in  one  ]f«9r 
a^diat  port  (R),  and  moreover  keep  a  cou^ant  confuj  there, 
under  that  ^  Kayro^  have  met  with  the  greateft  difficuUiev 
and  been  forced^  by  diat  of  intcreft,  and  fMrefeats  to  the  3a(hit 
at  Kayro,  to  procure  rediefs  from  this  government  agaiaft  the 
I ^oldoce  of  ooe  of  thofe  Janijfarie^.  The  inAance,  as  related 
't)j  aa  eye-witQeis,  being  too  loAg  fbr  our  narrow  limits,  Wf 
^h>il  reSer  our  read^»  to  the  accouot  which  he  batl^  ^vea  ot 

The  ground,  for  a  great  way  round  Mex^ndrUy  U  fo  Jow  Barrtn 
Kod  flat,  that  the  navigators  have  icarce  any  land-marks  to  fiU. 
|fc?er  HI  by,  except  the  tower  of  the  j^mbs^  whidi  Elands 
)kbout  twelve  leagues  waft  of  it,  and  Pornfuy^s  Pillar^  lately 
;  iBentioned ;  whidi  frequently  obliges  the  veflels  to  fteer  to- 
:  wards  the  ifle  of  ^^^^^/,  and  fometime$  into  Syria^  efpeciajly 
'  Jo  thick  fo^y  weadper.    Neither  doth  the  (oil  around  it  pro- 
>  .|l9<»  dther  ff^  or  paftprage,  but  isevery-^where  iandy,  and 
;'toren  of  every  thing  hu^  a  few  dates  l^ ;  fo  that  one  may 
•;  pSikj  wonder,  that  th^  famous  founder  of  it  fliould  pitch  ^p- 
\  <»  fucb  a  wretched  fpot  to  build  fo  lai^ge  and  mageific^t  ^ 
^'t  dtyoQ,  whidh  was  to  difficult  of  acce&  to  the  navigator^i, 
;.  fsA  fo  d^itute  oi  water,  firii^  and  of  almoft  every  necef- 
fi  fsarj  pf  life ;  whilft»  at  the  fame  time,  qne  cannot  fufficie^tijr 
I ,  admire  the  mag^cence  of  the  Ptfihmes^  wAer  whom,  in 
^4^ht  of  all  thefe  diiadvantage^  it  became  one  of  <^  moft 
^  popttious,  opulent,  and  plentiftil  cities  in  aU  the  world. 
^       B£:FO&E  we  leave  this  city,  which,  as  we  have  ^ready  (4»-  Pairitrr 
.'    ferved,-  is  the  patriarchal  iee  or  metix>po]itan  of  all  the  Chrif-  f^'  ^ 
I    tian,  Q^tic,  or  Eiayctian  feft,  k  will  be  expefted  that  we  ^&^ 
I   fiiottld  give  fome  account  of  tbe  na^ture,  escrent,  power,  cd- 
^in,  antiquity,  and  ek^bion  of  its  patriarchs,  a$  well  gs  of  the 
particular  tenets  in  which  tDis  church,  difiers  from  the  Cregi, 
Roman,  and  other  Cbx'Mvk  cborchcs.    We  need  m»t  hese 

I  i   NoRD£H,  jxbi  fttp.  p.  43,  ^  %.      FOCOCK,  Ubi  fup.  p.  If(. 

,    ^  G&ANG.  &  aL  fup.  cit. 

I         (R)  The  farther  particulars,  jao&  exafl  and  diiTufe  on  that 

'      relating  to  the    commprce  of  fubjedl(9),  as  well  as  in  bis  ac- 

this  and  other  cities  pf£^>^/,  count  of  the  various  conuno^. 

})eing  out  of  pur  province,  we  ties    imported    and  exported, 

f^M  refer  our  readers  fbr  ckem  whether  to  or  from  Mar/ei4hs^ 

to  the  authors  quoted  ia  the  Zffivm,  or  ^^wV/,togother  with 

margin  ;  efpecialiy  to  the  firft  the  feveral  prices  they  bore  in 

^  tl^fft,  fvjio  hath  been  the  the  year  4673. 

\9)  T"^*  ?fr^k  fw*a  ¥f}^>  J^^r^,  &'^  mk. 

^  f  cfeat 
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repeat  what  wc  have  formerly  mentioned  concerning  the 
Copts  in  general,  that  they  were  the  ancient  inhabitants  (A 
Egypt,  and  whence  they  came  to  bfe  called  by  that  name  * ; 
which  the  Turks  afterwards,  upon  their  conquering  of  Egy^, 
wheVc  they  found  the  ChrifHans  very  numerotts,  gave  them 
In  mere  contempt  ^  and,  perhaps,  not  without  a  glance  on  th<ir 
patriarch,  and  the  high*  title  he  aflumcs,  of  fuccefljir  of  the 
cvangdift  St.  Mark,  who  is  generally  allowed.  •Dy  all  the 
Chriftians,  to  have  been  the  firft  apofUe  and  pi jiUcf  of  Cbitf 
^^ .        tlanky  in  Egypt,  and  the  firft  founder  and;  hiifliop  of  this  fee. 
Q^^      VLt  calls  himfdf,  moreover,  the  head  and  fUpreme  biftiop  of 
^  •       the  Coptic^  and,  in  that  quality,  thinks  hunfelf  equal  to  that 
of  the  Roman  church.    However,  though  we  have  followed 
the  generality  of  writers,  in  calling  them  by  that  nick-name  of 
Copts  or  Copies ,  they  defpife  it,  and  call  thcmfelves  Evtychkns 
^ffea  the  j^j^j  Jacobites ;  which  laft  is  that  which  they  have  affefted  al- 
ia^bites  "^oft  ever  fince  Jacobus  Zanzales,  vlI,  Baradeus,  the  learned 
•'  ■  biftiop  of  Edeja,  revived  thw  favourite  doftrine  of  one  na- 

ture in  Chrift,  upon  its  decline,  and  travelled  over  the  greateft 
-part  of  the  eaft  to  preach  and  propagate  it;  and,  after  having 
enjoyed  the  Edejfan  fee  near  37  years,  died  in  it  anrio  578!. 
Sue?,  a         The  laft  town  of  note  in  this  kingdom  is  that  of  Suez^ 
confider-     which,  tW  placed  by  fdme  geographers  in  the  j4rabia  Tro- 
^pM'    ghdytis,  is  neverthelefs  reckoned  by  Ftolemy,  who  calls  it  the 
fort:         ^jfy  ^f  heroes,  one  of  the  principal  ones  of  the  Egyptian  kingJ 
dom ;  and  is  now,  accordingly,  under  the  government  rf  the 
Baftia  of  Kayro.  It  is  a  confiderable  fea-port  on  the  ifthmus  of 
Where fi'   \^  name,  which  joins  Afric  and  Ajia  together,  and  advanta-- 
tuate.        geoufly  feated  on  a  fmall  peninfula,  that  juts  into  theutmoft 
verge  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  about  31  leagues  fouth-eaft  <tf 
Kayro ;  and  by  its  commodious  diftance  from  thence,  and  the 
port  of  Gedda,  is  become  the  ftaple  and  magazine  of  all  the 
•  merchandifes  that  are  tranfported  from  the  one  to  the  other, 
///  rich      ^^  ^^  ^^^  formerly  of  thofe  that  were  brought  from  India,  till 
commerce,  ^'^^  cxaftions  of  the  government  put  a  final  ftop  to  it.     Nof- 
withftanding  which,  it  continues  to  be  ftill  the  rendeJevous  of 
all  the  Ethiopians,  who  bring  thither  the  richeft  of  Indian 
commodities,  as  fpices,  drugs  of  all  kinds,  amber,  mufk,  a 
great  variety  of  precious  ftones,  and  other  rarities;  which' 
•  iare  thence  conveyed  to  Kayro i  by  land,  on  camels,  and  from 
that  place  to  Alexandria,  on  the  Nile,  by  the  Chriftian  mer- 
chants ;  where  they  are  ihipped,  and  brought  into  Europe^ 

•  »  See  Anc.  Hift»  vol.  1.  p.  395,  &  feq.  '  •  Ibid.  p.  395. 

-^  Vid.  Axin^.  Alexandr.  fab  indice 

'-     "•'•  *  *'*-•  •--.,■.  The 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


C.  3.  of  Egypt.  205 

The  town  is  governed  by  a  chief  officer,  vtho  has  the  title  Hoivg^^ 
of  captain,  or  admiral,  who  prcfides  over  the  maritime,  and  *verned. 
hath  a  Kaymakan  under  him,  who  is  at  the  head  of  civil 
aiSairs.  He  hath  befides  about  300  men,  one  hall  JartizarUi, 
the  reft  Jrats ;  and  thefe  laft  arc  commanded  by  a  Cheyk,  or 
civil  officer  of  thjeir  own,  ftiled  Sadar.     Both  captain  and 
Kaymakan  aft  in  their  feparate  provinces,  or  jointly,  as  their 
interefi  leads  them.     The  latter  has  his  conftant  reiidence  in 
the  city,  the  former  only  as  long  as  the  (hips  remain  in  the 
port.    But,  upon  the  whole,  the  Jrab  Cheyk  bears  the  great*  In  great 
eft  fway,  and  hath,  in  fome  meafure,  all  the  power  when-  •"'«»'  ^/ 
ever  he, is  pleafed  to  interfere;  becaufe  the  city,  haying  no /^<^ ***'*" 
ffe(h  water,  but  what'  is  brought  thither  from  places  eight  or  '^''* 
tea  miles  to  the  eaft-fouth-eaft,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Red 
Seay  he  can,  upon  any  difguft,  hinder  it  from  being  fupplied 
with  it  *.  And  even  this  water,  when  brought  fo  far,  tho'  very 
brackifli  to  the  tafte,  and  no  lefs  unwholefome  to  the  body,  is 
fold  at  the  rate  of  five  or  more  pence /^r  pail-fall. 

Neither  is  this  the  only  fcarcity  Svez  labour^  under,  the  Provt/tons 
whole  country  round  about  producing  hardly  any  one  necef-  brougit 
fary  of  life  ;  fo  that  they  are  obliged  to  have  their  provifion8,y^««  Kay- 
even  down  to  their  pot-herbs  and  roots,  brought  to  them  from  «>• 
Kayra.     There  is  nothing  to  be  feen  all  around  it,  for  above 
60  oiiles  in  compafs,  but  a  barren  dry  fand^  witlput  houfe, 
men,  cattle,  or  any  kind  of  verdure.   The  inhabitants  are,  for 
the  greater  part,  Mohammedans,  there  being  only  abput  60 
;  Greek  families,  and  a  few  other  fchifmatics  fettled  in  it.    The 
town  is  finall,  but  the  houfes,  efpecially  the  public  edifices, 
the  key,  which  is  a  very  handfome  long  one,  the  magazines,, 
i  moiks,  ircl  are  of  a  ,ct|rious  fort  of  ftone,  .which  is  compounded 
j  of  a  .great  variety  of  fea-lhells  of  all  fizes ;  yet  fo  clofely  ce- 
I  mente(l  together,  by  nature,  that  nothing  but  the  chlffel  or 
hammer  can  part  them;  and,  when  carved  and  poiiihed,  bear 
a  fine  glofs,  little  inferior  to  marble^    There  are  four  hand- 
fomemoflcs  in  the  fown,  and  a  GreeJii  church  in  a  houfe.  The.ng port 
haven  runs  from  north  to  fouth,  but  is  neither  large  noxjmail  and 
deep ;  fo  that,  at  low  water,  it  hath  not.  above  five  feet  injhalkvt^ 
depth,  whereby  neither  the  gallies,  nor  other  large  vcflels, 
«m  come  up  to  it,  without  firft  unlading  one  half  of  their 
cargo.     The  reft  anchor  at  another  place,  about  five  mil<$ 
from  it,  where  they  find  good  riding.     The  fhips  that  g9 
from  Suez  to  Gedda  are  moftly  built  after  the  Jn^an  manner, 

•  Grano.  Voyag.  en  Egyptc,  cap.  10.    Pococx^s  Obferv.  on 
E^pt,  vol.i.  p.  13^.    La  Caoix,  Ramvsio,  Capi>(r,  &  al. 

plur.  ^•'  . 

and 
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and,  from  their  and  clumfy  m«^ke,  moft  probably  built  in  fome 

^     of  die  Dutch  fettlements  in  IniUa^  carry  between  80  and  100 

tonweight,  and  have  port-holes  for  30 guns,  tho' the  beft  oF 

them  have  hardly  above  two,  and  the  reft  only  "two  pattcreros, 

and  them  o'nly  to  give  the  ufual  falute.  They  have  no  pira»f«^ 

in  them,  but  ufc  leathern  buckets  to  draw  the  water,  witK 

the  help  of  a  windlace  *  ;  for  they  never  trouble  themfelves 

with  flowing  their  provifion  of  it  in  hogflieads ;  which  is  the 

lefs  necefEi!^  in  fuch  kinds  of  navigadons,  where  they  onljr 

fail  along  the  coafts,  and  with  the  wind  moftly  behind  them  5 

and  thefe  wells  or  ciftems  ferve  theminfteadof  barrels,  of 

which  they  commonly  have  two  or  more,  according  to  the 

number  of  p^flengers,  ^o  as  to  contain  a  fufficient  quantity 

for  their  voyage. 

Fo9rIy  de^       The  town  is  not  much  better  furniflied  with  artillery 

fended.       than  their  trading  veffels,  having  in  all  no  more  than  twenty* 

two  old  cannon,  moftly  unmounted,  and  in  fuch  a  difmal 

plight,  as  well  as  about  five  or  fix  culverines,  that  they  are 

fcarcely  fit  for  ufe.    And  it  is  well  that  there  is  fo  little  need 

'of  them,  and  fo  litde  to  be  feared  from  an  enemy,    Thcve^ 

not  telkus  of  a  kind  of  bacrack  on  the  port,  indofedby  a 

Some  gum  -wooden  lattice,  in  which  arc  nine  culverines,  of  different 

andcuhe-  ^ngths  and  fizes,  the  largeft  of  which  is  of  a  prodigious 

Tines.        length  and  bdte.    At  a  fmall  diflance  are  to  be  fcen,  on  an 

eminence,  the  ruins  of  an  old  caftle,  fuppofcd  to  have  been 

formerly  b«ilt  by  the  French^  in  ^hich  there  is  ffill  a  large 

cannon  J  under  or  near  which  the  people  imagine  fome  great 

treafure  to  be  buried,  but  guarded  by  demons.     The  captain 

of  Suez  keeps  two  fmall  gallies,  and  fome  few  inferior  veflels. 

Time  of     ^^  icoMt  on  this  part  of  the  Red  Sea.    The  time  of  th^  mer- 

thefiifs     chant  vjsflels  failing  out  of  the  port,  is  in  fpring  and  fiimmer, 

failing  in   when  the  winds  commonly  blow  brtfldy  from  the  north; 

md  out.     and,  for  their  rectum,  in  autumn  and  winter,  when  they  blow 

from  the  oppofite  point.    The  fiftiery  about  Suez  is  hardly 

Ff/f  iU"     worth  mentioning ;  what  fifti  is  caught  near  it  on  that  part 

tifted.  and  being  neither  numerous  nor  wholefome,  but  unpalatable  and 

mnmU'     hard  of  digeftion ;  though  we  are  told,  that  xht  Red  Sea> 

fome.         water  is  nothing  fo  fait  as  that  of  the  ocean  or  Mediter^ 

ranean  f.  The  reft  confifts  chiefly  in  nacres,  and  fome  other 

ftell-fifli,  which  they  fend  to  Kctyro  ;  but  which  is  neither 

iBK^e  pleafant  nor  wholfome  than  the  £fh. 

'    We  have  had  frequent  occafion  tofpeak  of  the  ifthmus  of 

SueZiSixA  of  the  various  attempts  chat  have  been  made  by  the 

'  •"  %€€  thefe'veflels  inore  fully  defcribe<Fin  Pocbck,  ubi  fap» 
jp.  134.  &  feq,  J  Granger,  ubi  fop.  c.  10. 

R<mian 
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Soman  cmferbrs,  ini  Idhgs  &f  Egypt^  fA  «lt  X  ctiirct  ifertf 
it,  and  join  the  rlro  fei^  t^eth^r.  AW  thftt  tit^  n^^  add  i% 
that  there  U  to  be  feeil  ft  deep  ditcti,  which  rtffi^  aori^ft  fre^M 
north  to  fotith,  at  about  thrfee  miles  diiknt  froft!  the  town, 
and  feeihs  to  extend  itlfelf  ftlll  farther  thro'  the  adjacent  fands, 
but  all,  the  way  covered  and  filled  with  th^m  j  and  k  fbfpofcd 
to  be  a  relique  of  that  vain  projefl,  which  gave  birth  to  the 
cxpreffion  cf  foder$  ythmtm. 

But,  to  return  to  our  Alexandrian  metropolitan,  he  is  af-  Metropoli-i 
firmed  to  havft  no  lei's  thatf  one  hundred  and  fot'ty  bifhop-  tan^  num- 
ricks,  cither  in  Egypt y  Syria,  Nubia^  and  other  pirts  which  ber  ofhi^ 
are  fubjeft  to  his  patriardiatfe  %  5  befidcs  the  Abuna,  or  bUhop  A#'  vnitr 
of  the  AbtffinianSy  ^ho  is  likewife  nominated  and  corifeerated  ^'**^ 
by  hhn,  as  we  fiiali  fee  in  a  fiibfequent  chapter.    The  misfor- 
tune is,  that  thofe  diocefans,  as  well  as  the  whole  Coptic 
dergy  and  laity^  are  fo  opprefled  by  the  government,  that 
they  have  laboured  not  only  under  the  greateft  poverty,  but, 
what  is  fliU  worfe,  moft  ftubborn  and  displorable  ignorance, 
ever  fiftfce  they  embraced,  m  part,  the  Eutychian  h^dfy  (S) ; 

ifrfixdi  V 


]:.Et7Tt€H.  Anna!.  Alexand.  Sie  the  lift  of  them  in  RbnaV- 
l>0T^5Hift.  Fatrianrh.    Potoeic,  ubi  fap.  p.  279,  k  feq.  &  aJ. 


.     (S)  We  call  it  by  the  name 
of  hcrefy,  in  conformity  to  the 
generality  of  controverftal  Writ- 
ers, tho',  in  reality,  it  was  little 
more  than    a   togoin4chiAy  as 
their  learned  patriarch  Gregory 
Mulfharagus  rightly  itiles  it,  a 
difpnte  about  words,  and  might 
have  been  eaiily  cotnpromifed, 
if  the  biihops  and  monks  Of 
thofe  days  had  been  endowed 
with  the  fame  jrenic  fpirit,  ia- 
ftead  of  that  unchrifhan  zeal 
which  fiamed   amongft  thetti, 
even  in  controvcrfies  of  much 
lefs  moment.  But  as  this  difpirte 
was  whether  Chrift  had  two 
natores,  the  human  and  divine, 
as  was  the  general  belief  of  the 
church,  or  whether  thofe  two 
^"tttturcs  were  fo  abfolt«dy,  6r 
the  one  abforbed  in  the  other, 
as  Eutychius  affirmed,    it  was 
efteeroed  a  point  of  too  great 
'  moment  to  be  fo  eafily  compro- 


mifed  between  fach  furioas  0^. 
ponents  on  btfth  fides. 

Eutychius,  patriarch  of  Alex- 
andria,  was  the  firft  who  mairt- 
tained  this  new  doMne  of  one 
nature  in  Chrift ;  ftrr  Which  he 
Was  excommunicated  and  ban- 
ffiied,  atid  died  in  eJdle,  tbo' 
not  before  he  had  drawn  a  v^afl 
number  df  difciples,  and  foitle  , 
of  the  higheft  rank.  He  con- 
fidered  the  6ppofite  do^rhie  6f 
t>v6  natures  as  too  neat  a-kin  to 
that  attributed  to  i^eftmus,  of 
two  hvpoftafes,  or  petforfs, 
which  he  ftrtnuOufly  oppofed. 
He  was  fdppotted  herein  foon 
after  by  pidhorus  9  Who,  to  l^- 
Venge  Ms  pedecdfor,  called  a 
new  codncil  \tipbpju5,  ih  app6- 
fitlon  16  that  irf  Chaiceds/ie, 
which  had  condemned  him,  and 
confined  of  636  prelates  apd 
fathers*  with  pope  Leo  the  Qreat 
at  their  head,  and  caufed  both 
pop* 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


AD. 

cpprejid 

Turk*. 
batidij 
iht 
Greeks, 


the  Modern  N0wy  B.XV!. 

which  having  boea  foon  after  condemned  by  the  iaank  cam*' 
cil  of  Chalceim^  wkhout  a^y  fuocefs,  with  refpedl  to  them» 
they  became  liable  to  all  the  anathemas  aad  perfecutioQ»both 
of  the  Greeks  and  Latins^  and  were  ufed  by  them,  eipecially 
by  the  former^  as  irreclaimable  heretics,  outrcafts  from  the 
Chriftian  churchy  and  unworthy  ^  the  Chriiliaa  name  °'. 

^  See  the  authors  quoted  under  the  note. 


1f9pe  and  bifliops  to  be  excom- 
municated in  their  turn.  And 
hence  fprung  the  fatal  breach 
between  the  Latin  and  Alexan- 
drian churches ;  which  hath 
continued  ever  fince«  is  fpight 
of  the  mod  llr^nuous  efforts  of 
the  JtomaH  miffionarles  to  recon- 
cile them  to  their  church. 

From  this  time,  the  AUxan- 
drian  patriarchs  threw  off  the 
title  of  Papa,  which  they  had 
alTnmed  in  common  with  thofe 

.of  Remef:  and'  smade  an  ex-  ' 
p^efs  law,  forbiding  any  of 
their  fucceiTors  to  refume  it. 
However,  tho'  the  Ckaleedonian 
council  might  be  too  raih  in 
Uaeir  proceedings  againft  Euty- 
cbius  and  his  difciples,  nothing 

.  can  cxcufe  the  virulent  treat- 
ment of  .  the  Epbifine  againfl 
them,  efpecially  againft  fo great 
and  venerable  a  pontif ;  and 
Diofcorus  was  jullly  punifhed  for 

.  his  indifcreet  zeal,  and,  in  his 
turn,  anathematized,  bani(hed 
]iis  patriarchate,  an.d  forced  to 
die  in  exile,  for  his  obflinacy  in 
refuiine  to  appear  before  the 
council.  The  confequence  of 
which  was,  thaxPro/erus^  whom 
the  court  of  Confiantinofle  had  . 
Qomi^ated  in  his  rooni^  was.  af- 
faffinated  in  the  cathedral,  on 
Go^d  Friday 9  477,  in. a  fedition 

.xaifed  by  the  Momphypes^  who 


had  alr^dy  chofen  another  pa* 
triarch.  From  that  time,  there 
have  been  two  patriarchs ;  tk« 
one  of  the  Grr^ii,  ftiled  the  or- 
thodox, and,  the  other  of  the 
C9^/j,fti]ed  fchifihatics ;  between 
whom  hath  reiened  a  perpetual 
war,  till  the  Divine  Providence 
permitted  them  both  to  fall  ott' 
der  the  heavy  yoke  of  the  Mi' 
hammtdan  Khalifs,  and  next  un- 
der the  prefent  one  of  the  f«ri- 
^monarchs  (ii). 

However,  the  Coptic  psrty 
had,  loiig  before,  the  mortifi- 
cation to  fee  that  of  the  Greth 
gain  GonfideraUe  ground  of 
them,  smd  their  own  to  decline 
in  proportion,  both  in  number 
and  credit ;  and  it  was  adlually 
funk  to  a  very  low  ebb,  when 
their  great  reftorer,  the  learned 
Jacobus  Zanzalesy  bifhop  of 
Edefa^  appeared  in  defence  of 
the  Monopbyfiti  do^lrine  ;  and 
by  his  writings,  as  well  as  in- 
defatigable travels  through  moft 
parts  of  the  eaft,  did  fo  eficftu- 
ally  revive  iand  fpread  it,  that 
he  Hath  been  reverenced  and 
efteemedever  jince  by  the  whole 
fed,  who  have  affcaed  to  call 
themfdves  Jacobites  from  him » 
tho*  the  other  Chriftians,  as 
well  as  thef«ri/,  call  them  ftM 
by  their  old  name  Copth  and 
fome  of  the  former,  in.  coi;itg|y>t 


(11)  Debrsi  vid.  Eutych.  atinql,  ^lexandf^  Afjeman*  BiblM.  Orieat,  let'  «• 
paf,  Kenaudet.  ttiargl  Oticnt,  torn,  a.  lliji,  Patriarcbar.  AUxandn  BaksH 
C^kff,CmdJior,  f,^oi,  Cwcil,  Bpbef^  torn.  Hi,  &  al»  auSt,  fu^^  citat. 
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tsi  */ Egypt?  .,    , 

In  this  ftftte  of  enmity,  contempt,  and  mifery,  which  coii-f 
tributedonly  the  more  to  confirm  them  in  their  obftinacy  and 
hatred,  they  continued  till  the  invafidn  of  Egy/>t  by  the  Turks ; 
<«rhen,  p^tly  out  of  revenge  to  the  Greeks,  and  partly  iii 
hopes  of  obtaining  better*  quarter  ff-olri  thefc  po>werful  in- 
vaders, they  joined  them  Vith  great  readinefe,  glad  of  fe  fa- 
vourable an  opportunity  of  retaliating  the  feverities  and  cru- 
elties they  had  fuffered  under  them,  with  ititereft.  Accord- 
ingly, they  are  taxed  with  having  difplayed  a  more  than  or- 
dinary zeal  againft  them,  and  of  having  cut  ojfiFa  much  greater 
nnml^r  of  them  than  the  Turks  did  ;  by  whitih  means,  they 
got  the  patriarch  confirmed  by  thefe  conquerors  in  all  his 
privileges  and  liberties,  which  the  reft  have  ehjoyed  ever  fince  ; 
and  have  pireferved  a  kind  of  fuperiority  of  regard  from  the 
government,  above  that  of  the  Greek  church,  who  doth  like- 
^ife  rcfide  in  that  metropolis,  as  head  of  his  own  flock,  fince 


<6$ 


/>^^  Turks 

againft 

them^ 


Obtain  M 
cotifirma*^^ 
tion  of 
their  fa» 
triarchy, 
ate. 


for  their    being    tifcuracifcd, 

five  them  the  nick -name  of 
^uFTi,  or  GiRDLERs  ;  mean- 
ing by  it,  that  they  are  Ckrif- 
tians  only  from  the  girdU  up- 
yiordsy  but  carry  tlic  fcar  pf 
Judaifm  below  it  (12).  For 
they  have,  fince  their  fiift  repa- 
ration, whether  oat  6f  a  fpirit 
ofoppofition,  or  in  imitation  of 
their  neighbonrs  the  Ahiffinians^ 
adopted  both  that  and  a  multi- 
tude of  other  Jewifh  rites  ;  of 
which  we  (hall,  fpeak  in  the  fe- 
qu,eL  Their  nwnks,  likewife, 
who  are  difperfed  all  over  the 
V^per  Eg^ty  ill  poor  wretched 
ton  vents,  among  the  moft  rocky 
and  folitary  parts,  have  adopted 
fo  much  of  the  afcetic  life  of 
the  old  y^ou^  hermits,  called 
Ejfenianst  in  Judea  and  Syria^ 
and  7berapentesy  in  Egypt  i  of 
Whom  we  have  given  an  ac- 
count in  a  former  part  of  this 
work  (13);  that  they  are  look- 
ed upon  as  their  fpiritual  ofF- 


ipring,  and  imitate  th^m  in  no- 
thing ib  much  a^  in  their  long 
falls,  finging  and  prayers,  and 
Other  ftill  more  extravagant  fe- 
verities. Their  patriarch  com- 
monly refides  in  the  monailery 
of  St.  Macarius,  with  about  20 
other  monks,  who  live  chi^y 
on  the  product  of  the  ground; 
which  they  themfelves  cultivate. 
Their  churches,  church- uten- 
fils,  as  well  as  their  drefs,  cells, 
gardens,  ^c.  are  ad  poor- and 
mean  as  their  diet,  all  over 
Egypt,  Thofe  of  Syriti  and  Ra- 
Ujtinty  where  they  are  aKo  very 
numerous,  keep. their  churches 
andccnvents  in  better  order,  and 
are  commonly  morelearred  and 
civilized  ;  whilit  thoi'e  of  £.j//," 
by  their  afcetic  way  of  life,  con- 
tradl  a  certain  lOLrnefs  i'n  theii? 
temper,,  which,  joined,  to  their 
ignorance  and  tenacioufn  Js,' 
difqualify  them  for  any  convcr- 
fation  but  among  themfelves' 
(>4)- 


(12)  Purcbai  Betat,  lib.Mi,  e,  5.  Rogers  Tirre  Scintey  fih,\\.  f ,  4.  Fori  Ad-^ 
Stitns  en  Leo  Afrk*  />.  390.  ^3)  Stt  Arc,  liifl^  tvl.  x.  p.  47S,    ^  feq\ 

480,  &  fe^,  (14)   Rcger,  uh  fup,     yidt  Focock,  Crar-ger,  NorJen,   ^  at, 

fip,  citBt, 


Mod.' Hist.  Vot.  XIV. 
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their  feparatio0-  from  the  weftem  or  Latm  cho^di,     He&ce 

proceeded  that  virulent  animofity,  and  unchrifUan  hatrej) 

which  hath  reigned  between  the  Cojits  and  G reeks y  ever  iliM^ 

. .    their  becoming  fubjeft  to  the  Turks  \  and  which  the  Rom^ 

miffionaries  have  endeavoured  to  put  ^n  end  to,  by  trying 

every  way  and  meaiis  to  reconcile  both  to  their  ancient  oso* 

thcr  the  church  of  Rome. 

7ambtred      Jt  n^uft  be  owned,  however,  upon  the  whole,  that,  tha* 

nuitb  in     j^q^j^  fj^jg^  "have  hitherto  fhewed  themfelves  equally  avcrfe  to 

^tf««  by     jj^y  fy^j^  re-unipn,  the  Copts  arc  they  that  fay  leaft  againft  it^ 

^j^c^^    The  Greeks,  who  are  more  learned,  and  thoroughly  verfc4 

*^^         in  that  controvcrfy,  have  been  always  able  to  defend  thpf 

feparation  from  that  church,  by  folid  arguments  from  fo^ 

ture,  the  father;?,  and  the  belief  and  pra<^ice  of  the  primiiis 

IgfMTonce  church  ;  whereas  the  very  beft  of  the  Copts  can  allege  lit  ^ 

andtenaci'  ^jfg  ^^^^^  ^g  traditions  and  cuftoms  ^they  have  received  fi^-_ 

Qufmfs.      ^gjj.  ancient  biftiops  and  doftors,  which  is  the  whole  caaoQ 

they  think  themfelves  obliged  to  follow. 

jl'vtnddif'      The  principal  doftrine,  which  they  hol4  with  great  Sam 

futes.        nuoufnefs,  in  oppefition  to  other  Chriftian  churches,  is,  as 

have  obferved  in  the  laft  notf,  that  of  the  MonGphyJites^ 

of  one  fmgle  nature  in  Chrift.     This  error   was   at  &iA 

propagated  in  Egypt  and  Syria^  rather  by  fword  and  flaug)^ 

tcr,  like  that  of  Mohammed^  than  by  dint  of  reafon  and  argff 

inent.     The  patriarchs  of  Alexandria,  at  that  tinie  theltt 

Thir        i^Qj,  J  Jq  all  chriftendom,  were  both  rich  and  powerful  enoujj 

great ftmu'  ^^  ^.^^  ^^  cxccffive  authority  over  the  clergy  and  laity ;  d 

er  former-  ^j^j^j^  ^j^^  ecclefiaftical  hiftory  of  thofe  times  gives  many  pityi 

^^  uant  and  dreadful  inftances  »,  which  we  willingly  omit,  as  olM 

of  our  province.     And  we  need  not  wonder  if  it  hath  beei 

maintained  much  in  the  fame  way,  and  with  the  like  obffi 

Viacy,  ever  fmcc.     Their  prelates  and  priefts,  confcious  i 

their  ignorance  and  incapacity  to  defend  it,  either  induftriou^ 

ivoid  entering  into  a  controverfy  with  the  Greeks  or  Latim 

or,  if  they  cannot  fliun  it,  only  appeal  to  their  traditions  aoi 

cuftoms  ;  alleging,  that  it  would  be  impious,  as  well  as.pai 

fumptuous,  to  pretend  to  be  wifer  than  our  forefathers,  wfii 

believed  as  we  do ;  and  would  it  be  pardonable  in  us,  » 

forfake  the  tenets  they  have  taught  us  ?     If  you  prefs  theri 

fo  far  with  fcripture-proofs,  or  the  writings  of  the  fathers,  <&c, 

or  even  from   their   own  confeflion;  that   is,  if   you  «i 

"  Vid.  SocRAT.  chap.  14,  &  15,  &;EuTycH.  Annal.  Alexand 
fttb  an.  410,  &  feq.  Asseman.  Biblioch.  Orient,  tbm.  ii.  paA 
Renatjdot.  Liturg.  Or,  La  Croze  Hift.  ChrifUanifm.  Etiiio 
pis,  &  al.  mult.  1 

.  ,:  them  J 
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them,  vhettier  Chrift  was  perfeft  man ;  thdywHlanfii^r  in  the 
affirmative :  when  younfk  again,  whether  he  was  pcrfeft  Gcxl ; 
they  likewife  anfwer,  with  an  aflereration,  yes,  certainly :  but 
when  you  infer  to  them  from  thence,  that  there  .muft  neccf- 
farily  have  been  two  natures  in  that  Divine  Redeemer ;  inftead 
of  yielding  to  the  conclufion,  they  only  give  this  fliort  reply^ 
Stakfar  aliah,  forbid  it  Gdd  !  an  expreiGon  they  commonly 
ufe  when  aby  thing  is  faid  to  them  that  is  contrary  to  their 
belief  or  inclination  Cf)*  Atid  this  is  commonly  the  rcfult  of 
every  difpute  one  hath  With  them% 

This  ftubborn  tenacioufnefs  extends  kCclf  no lefs  to.mat- 
ters  6f  praftice  than  belief.    They  have  adopted  fundry 
Jewijb  rites,  in  common  with  the  AbiffinianSj  which,  though 
aboliflied  from  the  firft  ages  of  the  Chriftian  church,,  they 
mil  obferve  with  equal,  if  not  with  greater  ttUftnefs  and 
zeal,  than  they  do  the  moft  elfentisd  ones  of  Chriftianity*    *       *i 
"Withcfs  their  circumcxfion  and  baptifm,  the  iotvtitx  o£  which> 
if  we  may  judge  from  their  praftice,  they  look  on  is  foeffential,  Cir^ttMH^ 
that  they  adminifter  it  to  both  fexes;  and  fo  fcrapulcm$.areyf0;iin^(7/i$ 
they  in  that  point,  that,  in  the  year  1689,  One  pf  their  jaQft/J;e«* 
confiderable  perfons,  at  Alexandria^  refufed  to  efpoufe  .a     i6d6* 
young  woman  of  1 6  years  of  age,  who  had  been  granted  to 
him  in  marriage,  till  ihe  Was  firft  refigned  into  the  prieft's 
hands,  and  been  made  to  undergo  that  operation  ^  j  where- 
as they  are  fo  remifs  with  refpeft  to  baptifm,  that  they  fuffer 
their  children  to  go  without  it,  not  only  feverai  months,  but 
frequently  years,  without  (hewing  the  Icaft  concern  about, 
or  anxiety  for,  the  many  that  die  deprived  of  it.    It  is. true,  Raniff^efi 
that,  according  to  what  theyftile  their,  canon,  that  ceremony  inb^ti/m^^ 
ought  to  be  performed  on  the  males  forty,  and  on  the  fe- 
males eighty  days  after  their  birth,  according  to  their  adopted 
Jevjijb  ordinance  for  the  purification  of  womefiq,  to  the  end 
the  mother  might  be  prefent  at  it.    But  when  thd  patriarch 

•  Maiilet,  Pocock,  &al.  ubi  fup.  *  MAiLL»T>nW 

fttp.  let.x.  9  Leyitic.xii.  1,  &feq« 

(T)  Accordingly  wc  are  told,  ever  confe^ed  any  of  the  gala 

thatfoineofthe^)rightl^'Fr/i9f/§  lantries    they  indulged  tlicm- 

belongtng  to  theconful,  having  felves  with,  in  the  abfence  p  f 

4flced  Tome    of  their  women,  theirhufbands;  they  made  them 

whether,    in  their   confefTioiis  thefame  anfwer,  5/^^ /^rtf//^;^^ 

(which  are  commonly  public,  God  forbid  (15)  ( 
and  only  in  general  terms)  they 

{t<)  MaWei,  uhifup*  Itt.Xi 

f  'X  hath 
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'  hath  been  reminded  of  the  danger  there  was  of  the  infants 

dying  before  that  time,  and  of  the  unreafonablenefs  of  rua* 

The  fatri'  °^^8  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  Compliance  to  a  law  which  only  affeftci 

0rc^s  an-  ^^  7^^^ »  ^*^  anfwer  was,  that  it  was  better  a  foul  ihouU 

/u;/rtf^0«/perifh,  than  that  an  ancient  received  canon  (hould  beiai 

^,  fringed'.  , 

Bu  T  it  is  much  more  to  be  feared,  that  this  blind  and  u| 

charitable  oppofttion  is  owing  to  the  innate  hatred  which  tb| 

Copts  have  conceived  againft  the  Greeks^  ^rnunians^  and  I4 

tins,  who  are  more  exaft  and  fcrupulous  on  that  point,  m 

'  m  cafe  of  danger,  permit  children  to  be  baptized  at  hom 

•  and  by  lay  hands,  or  even  by  women;  all  which  the G^ 
condemn,  as  uncanonical  and  unlawful. 

There  fcems  to  be  the  fame  indecent  contraft  in  aDt 

other  branches  of  the  Coptic  rites  and  church-difclpla 

tonfefftpn  They  admit  of  confeffion ;  but,  inftead.of  a  private  auricol 

mnd  ahfi'  and  particular  detail  of  their  fins,  exaft  no  more  than  a  puh 

^^iom.       and  general  one,  at  proper  appointed  feafons,  in  which  itfn 

ficeth  them  to  acknowledge  themfclves  finners ;  immediate 

after  which,  the  good  biftiop  or  prieft  gives  them  his  abfolfl 

tion,  in  the  fame  general  terms ;  God  abfolves  or  forgives  yoq 

and,  without  any  other  ceremony,  reproof,  or  exhortatioi 

difmiflcs  theni.     In  fome  cafes  of  meutn  and  tuum,  and  th 

•  like,  they  may  be  fummoned  to  a  private  confeffion,  wha 
the  perfon.  is  examined  about  the  fadt ;  butitfeldom produce 
th^  defired  efFed, 

If  they  arc  more  flrift  in  one  thing  than  in  another,  it  is] 

their  fafts ; .  whether  during  their  Lent,  which  begins  wit 

them  fifty-five  days  before -ff^/^^r,  or  their  Advent,  which  laft 

ifuU  forty-three  days  before  ChriJimaSy  or  on  the  eves  of  theii 

holy  days,  or  on  other  faft  days ;  during  which  they  eat  nd 

ther  flefh,  fifh,  fowl,  nor  eggs,  and  ufe  neither  butter  or  ci 

with  their  lenten  fare  ;  nor  do  they  drink  any  thing  but  m 

ter  all  that  time;  and  never  break  their  faft  with  any  thing  til 

a  little  before  fun-fet.  They  even  oblige  their  fick  and  dyiflg 

Stri^        as  well  as  children  after  they  are  ten  years  old,  to  the  fam 

fafting^     ftriftncfs  ••  They  preferve  no  regard  for  the  fabbath ;  and,  fca 

long  4id'    .^Yiixt  reafon,  not  only  exclude  it  from  being  a  faft  day,  bttt  in- 

vent^  and  y^jgj^  much  againft  thofe  that  do  other  wife,  as  being  contrary 

to  their  ancient  canon. 

^      „,         Their  court/hips  and  marriages  are  pretty  much  after  thci 

Qourtpip   inanner  that  is  obferved  all  over  the  eaft.     The  maids  are 
and  mar  ^ 

^  *  '  Maillet,  ubi  fup*  •  Vid.  EutYctt.  Anna].  Alex-i 

and.   fab  indice  Heretic,  fab  vefbo  Jacobits.     Vid.  Sc  Mail* 
I'ET,  let.  xii.     PococK,  p.  246. 

kept 
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C  3.  of  Egype,  ar  J-. 

kept  ftriftly  out  of  fight,  and  not  feea  by  their  future  fpoufes 
till  the  day  of  marriage  ;  fo  that  the  addreffes  are  .performed 
by  the  relations  of  th^  man  to  thofe  of  the  woman,  and  the 
terms  of  marriage  con<:luded  between  them.    When  thefe  are 
agreied  upon,  thp  ceremony  is  performed,  without  ftiew  or 
great  ceremony,  at*  the  houfe  of  the  intended  wife ;  to  which 
the  bridegroom  repairs  with  his  friends.    The  prieft  is  called  . 
in,  who  reads  ov^r  the  marriagp-officp  before  them  ;  which, 
like  the  reft  of  their  liturgy  and  divipe  fervice,  is  performed 
in  the  ancient  Coptic^  though  under^lbodbyfcweven  of  their 
learned  clergy.    The  ring  is  blefled,  and  exchanged  from  the* 
finger  of  the  man  to  that  of  the  woman  ;  who  appears  cover- 
ed all  over  with  a  large  veil,  and  difcovers  little  elfe  but  th^ 
finger  or  hand  that  is  to  receive  it.     The  prieft's  bJeiTipg  con- 
cludes all,  or  rather  introduces  fuch  a  banquet,  and  pth^r  r^- 
jpicings,  a^  their  circumftanccs  can  afFprd ;  for,  as  we  obferv-  ^. 
!  cd  before,  the  CoptSy  as  well  as  all  tjic  reft,  are  commonly  ^T^^^j  . 
very  poor.  The  marriag^rknot,  however,  is  fo  far  from  being  ^^^^  ^^^^ 
cfteemed  indifToluble  among  them,,  that  not  only  the  man, 
but,  what  is  rarely  permitted  or  feen  in  thofe  eaftern  parts, 
the  woman,  hath  power  to  apply  to  the  patriarch  for  a  di-  ^j^fm 
\  vorce  ;  which  he  feldorn  fails  of  granting,  not  only  in  cafes  *^P^g^^^ 
I  of  breach  of  conjugal  fidelity,  but  of  any  other  diflike,  whe-/"^^"^^'* 
I  ther  niutual  or  only  on  one  fide,,  no  matter  which;  the  mo- 
I  tive  that  induces  the  patriarch  to  this  ready  cqndefcenfion  is/ 
;  twofold  ;  viz,  the  money  which  is  commonly  given  for  ob- 
taining it ;  and,  idly,  that  his  refufal  would  not  prevent  their 
'parting;   for   the   difpleafed    party  would   do  it  without 
his  leave  ^    Other  branches  of  the  Coptic  faith,  difcipline  and 
I  worfhip,  we  (hall  refer  to  a  fubfequent  chapter,  in  which  we 
ihall  give  the  hiftory  of  the  great  empire  of  Abijfinia^  where, 
they  make  up  the  whole  of  the  eftabliihed  religion,  arc  moft 
ftriftly  and  univerfally  obferved,  and  whence  they  have  beea 
tranfmitted  to  Europe,  in  a  more  ample  and  explicit  manner,.       ^ 
by  unexceptionable  hands.     All,  therefore,  that  needs  be  ad-     .-^'^  ^f^'^ 
ded  with  relation  to  the  Alexandrian  patriarchs,  is,  that  they  ^'*'^'*^^^ 
arc  the  only  one?  who  cannot  be  depofed  by  th?ir  biihpps  or»  ^J^  rj  ^ 
government,  except  fpr  apoftacy  pr  herefy  ;  whereas  thofe  lu/fon 
of  the  Maronifes,  Greeks y  and  Armenians,  are  pften  liable  to  her,fy[ 
it,  through  the  avarice  of  the  Egyptian  Baflias,  and  the  feuds 
that  reign  among  their  fuflfragans  and  clergy.     So  that,  from 
the  moment  of  his  eleftion  and  confecration,  he  becomes  in- 
dependent on  any  or  all  his  diocefans,  in  all  cafes  but  that  of 
fegffy  and  defeftion  from  the  Monophyjite  faith  5  for  which 

3  Vid.  Mailxbt,  &al. 

f  3  fcveral 
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f(^cral  ofthicmhavc  been  depofed,  and  excofeiiiuhicatcd*'.  ^ 
And,  with  rcfpeft  to  theii'  authority,  they  retain  fo  much  of 
if,  with  regard  to  their  cleftion,  that  they  arie  flill  chofen  to 
thit  dignity  by  and  from  among  their  bifhops.  Xhefe,  at' 
firft,  give  their  fufFrages,  viva  voce ';  but  if  any  difputc  arifes 
about  the' majority,  or  if  the  number  ofvotfers  happens  to  k 
pqual,  the  fufFragans  then  give  the  name  of  the  candidate 
in  writing,  and  lay  it,  with  great  folemnity,  on  the  high  altar. 
However,  the  richeft  of  the  laity  have  a  great  infltiencc  in  all 
thefe  eleftions,  and  frequently  caufc  them  to  be  cancelled,  if 
they  like  not  the  perfon  chofen,  they  being  the  perfons  who 
lay  down  the  money  with  which  their  firman,  or  patent,  is 
purchafed ;  which  is  afterwards  repaid  to  them  out  of  his 
revenue.  When  the  eleftion  is  over,  he  \i  firft  inftalled  in  the 
great  church  of  St.  Macarius,  at  Kayro,  where  he  is^elefted; 
and  afterwards  at  that  of  St.  Mark,  at  Alexandria,  Hf  is 
obliged  to  preach  once  a  year  to  his  clergy ;  whilft  they  artf 
'.  aM  exempt  from,  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  are  unfit  for,  that 

duty ;  inftead  of  which  they  read  homilies  and  legendary 
books  to  the  laity,  on  fet  days,  from  the  pulpit.  Theychufe 
young  deacons  to  ferve  in  the  lower  offices  of  the  mafs,  and 
other  parts  of  the  divine  fervicc  ;  and  who,  though  but  eight 
or  nine  years  old,  receive  the  fecrament  as  often  as  it  is  adml- 
niftered  f*  And  fo  much  fliall  fuffice  with  refpeft  to  the 
Coptic  religion. 

As  for  the  others,  which  are  tolerated  in  Egypt ;  fuch  a5 
the  Jewijb,  Greek,  Armeniariy  and  Latin,  there  will  be  the  lefs 
occafion  for  us  to  expatiate  upon  them,  as  they  have  been' 
jimply  fpoken  of  in  a  former  part  of  this  work,  as  the  reader 
may  readily  find  by  confulting  th?  general  index  of  our  Andt 
0nt  Hiftory  w,  for  each  of  them.  Much  lefs  need  we  add  any 
"  thing  to  what  we  have  already  faid  concerning  JJlamifm,  or 
the  Titrkijb  religion ;  which  is  the  eftablifhed  one  in  this 
country,  and  which  will  be  found  fully  treated  of  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  Modern  Part  ^;  where,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
Jrabic  hiftory,  we  have  alfo  taken  notice  of  the  reduftion  of 
this  kingdom  under  their  obedience,  by  the  warlike  Khalif 
Al  Moktaji  *,  by  whoih  that  religion  was  firft  eftabliflied  in 
it,  and  hath  been  the  reigning  one  to  this  prefent  time,  and 
is,  in  all  refpefts,  the  fame  in  Egypt  as  it  is  in  the  heart  of 
the  Othman  empire ;  excepting,  perhaps,  that  they  are  not 
•  '     quite  fo  ftrift  in  obferving  it  in  the  former,  as  they  are  iq 

♦  Deh's,  vid.  Assem.  in  Di/Tert.  in  Monophyf.  t  P°" 

^ocKjUbifup.     -        "In  f.n.  vol.  xx.  v  Vol.  i.  p.3Si 

ic  fe(j.  ^  S^e  bbfpte,  vol;  ii;  p.  510,  i  feq. 
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f*  the  latter ;  (o  that  we  have  now  no  more  to  fitj  upon  that^^  «m/ 
article,  except  their  grand  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  the  center  ^fftbt 
the  Mohammedan  faith,  which  every  i%&x»  is  obliged  to  Moflcms 
iftake  at  leaft  oiice  m  his  life  (U),  a»d  which  fets  out  from-^.C '^^ 
Kairo  once  a  year,  and  is  one  of  the  moft  fplendid  and  nume-^' V^' 
rous  cavalcades,  or,  as  they  term  i^  c^avans,  in  all  the  Eaft ;  ^^^  * 
and  fuch  is  .the  zeal  of  the  Mcihammedans  for  that*  venerable 
city,  that  numberlefs  multitudes  of  pilgrims,  of  all  ranks  and 
conditions,  croud  yearly  thither  fr<^  Turkey  in  Europ^^  irom 
AjiOy  and  Africa,  iiotwithitanding  the  vaft  expenccs,  fatigues, 
and  dangers,  which  attend  that  {»%rim|ige,  and  repair  ta 
J^airo,  the  place  whence  the  caravan  fcts  out,  from  Morocco.^ 
FeZy  Algiers,   Tunis,  and  other  parts  of  Barbary,  through 
]pnganddfe^ful  defarts,  and  at  thegreateA  perils,  fuch  asi 
we  Itave  defcribed  in  a  foregoing  chapter  ",  for  the  f^e  of 
•joining  with  them  in  that  meritorious  pilgrimage,  which,  <who  are 

\  among  the  other  bleiSngs  it  is  attended  with,  intitles  thok  greatlj 

■  who  have  performed  it  but  once  in  their  lives,  to  be  cfteemed  refytited 
^d   reverenced,  at  th^ir  returp,  as  great  faints,  by  all  their  ^^  '^* 

I  {ountrymen  (W), 

Wi        - 

I  "'See  before,  vol.  xiv.  p.  63,  &  feq.  ^  alibi  paff, 

i   . 

(U)  This  famed  pilgrimage  Mohammed  only   enforced   th^ 

15  affirmed  to  be  of  much  aa-  ccmtinuation  by  new  motives, 

Renter  date  than  Afoy&^/Q^^^;  not  which,  added  to  the  old  ones, 

indeed  on  account  o^ Abrahams  could   not  bat  prove  efiedual. 

^omb,  or  of  his  offering  his  fon  Neverthelefs  his  followers  have 

Ifaac  there,  as  thcMohammedans  BOt  thought  h  of  fuch  abfphne 

pretend,  but  on  account  of  the  neceifity,  in'order  to  their  ad- 

laoied    oak     of   Mambre,    or  miiiion  into  paradife,  but  allovvt- 

Idamre,  under  which  that  pa-  that  it  may  be  performed  by 

triarch  dwelt,  and  entertained  proxy,  provided  the  princij)4 

the  three  angels,  and,  ^s  'Nicho,'  f^y  the  charges  of  it  ( 1 5 ), 
las  Damajcenus  tells  us,  became         (W)  Meaning,  dpubtlefs,  the 

famous  forthe  pilgrimages  which  ignorant  and  fuperfticious  pa^ 

^1  the  neighbouring   nations,  of  them;  for  the  wifer  fort  know 

Heathens  as  weUas^^w/  and  fi^U  well,  that  pride,  avarice, 
Chriilians,  made  toit.  AniEufe-  imd  other  worldly  ends,  have  as^ 
bius  and  St.  Jerom  aiTure  us  that  great  a  ihare  in  thefe  pilgri- 
it  was  a  place  pf  great  refort  in  mages,  as  religion  and  fuperfti* 
their  time,  not  only  on  a  reli-    don;  feeing  the  city  oi Mecca  \%, 

^ious  but  commercial  accopnt,  at  that  time,  no  lefs  a  place  of 

as  we  have  Ihewn  in  a  former  commerce  than  devotion,  ojr,  to. 

part  of  this  work*;  fo  that  fpeak  more. properly,  one  of 

•  See  A^t'  Bifi^ry,  vet.  u.  p,  412  (KJ,  (\^)  Si^  Prt^auJt,  Mr.  Sale^ 

0jfd(4kcr  tommintatan  oaibe  Kar'a/tm 
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Jleuti  to        We  obfcrvcd,  at  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  that  the  ' 
Meccai;?"  governors  or  Baflias  of  Egypt  arc  they  who  have  the  order-^ 
ierrufted   jng  of  this  caravan,  appoint  the  chief  officers  and  efcorte  which 
hy  war,     ^re  to  attend  it,   and  furnifti  the  grand  pavilion  and  other 
fndanew  hangings,  which  are  defigned  for  the  grand  mode  at  Mecea^ 
we  difcfi-    j^jjd  which  are  wrought  for  that  end  at  the  caftle  of  Kairo ;  the 
^''^ '         rfeafon  of  which  feems  to  be,  that  the  route  which  they  take 
from  Kairo  to  Mecca,  is  the  very  fam^  which  the  Mohawme- 
dans  oi  Africa  followed,  both  in  going  ^nd  coming,  before 
Egppt  was  fubdued  by  the  Turks y  and  confequently  the  beft 
known  and  beaten  ;  though  thefc  caravans  were,  in  all  pro- 
bability, as  often  interrupted,,  as  the  wars  between  the  Om- 
miyad  and  AM  khalifs-  raged,  of  which  we  have  given  an  ac- 
count at  the  beginning  of  this  Modern  Part  ^  :  fo  that,  tq 
^tisfy  the  devotion  of  the  pilgrims  on  the  one  hand,  and  th^ 

f  Vol.  ii.  p.  2,  &  fcq. 


the  greateft  fairs,  at  which  the 
richer  part  of  thofe  pilgiims, 
exchange  the  commodities  of 
th^ir  own  country,  which  they 
bring  thither  with  them,   for 
the  nobleft,  richeft,  and   moll 
yaluablc  merchandizes  of  Per- 
Jia  and  the  Eafi-Indies,  which 
are  brought  thither  by  the  Red 
Sea ;  (o  that  if  of  the  40,000 
perfons,  of  which  thefe  caravans 
ufually    confift,   one  excludes 
jjthe  mercantile  part,  and  their 
liumerous    feryants,   the  Emir 
Hadge,  or  chief  commander, 
and  his  vad  retinue,  as  well  as 
the  JanifTaries,  Spahees,    and 
their  officers,  who  guard  the 
caravan  (and  are  all  coniider- 
able  gainers  in  proportion  to 
their  pofts)  if  to  thefc  we  add 
the  vail  multitudes  of  idle  va- 
grants, who  follow  them  mere- 
ly to  live  upon  their  charities ; 
It  is  to  be  feared  the  number  of 
true  devotees  will  he  confidera- 
bly  leflcned;  and  this  will  more 
^ully   appear  by.  the  account. 


which  fliall  be  given  in  the  fc- 1 
quel,  of  the  caravan  itfelf,  and 
thofe  that  compofeit  (16). 

Moreover,   with  refpe^l   tQ 
thofe  Meccan  pilgrims,  lb  much 
reverenced  by   the  vulgar,  we 
mull:  not  omit  a  common  ob- 
fervation,  ftainped   by  experi* 
cnce  into  a  kind  of  preverb, 
That  they  are  commonly  worfe 
after  a  pilgrimage  than  they 
were  before.     And  it  is  a  conw 
mon  faying  amongft  them,  I/a 
man  hath   been  at  Mecca  oncef 
beware  of  him  ;  if  he  hath  been 
tivice  therey  ha*ve  nothing  to  do 
nvith  htm  j  and  if  he  hath  been 
three  times  to  Mecca,  remote  out 
of  his  neighbourhood  (xy).     Our 
author  indeed  tells  us,   that  this 
is  rather  an  obfervatioii  of  the 
Jtnvs  and  Chriftians,  than  of 
the  Mohammedans  i  but  by  all 
the  accounts  we  have  of  it,  it 
plainly  appears,  that  few  of  the 
latter  deny  the  truth  of  it,  except 
the  ignorant  and  fuperftitious. 


(16)  Tbevemtviyag^to  tbe.ttyanty  lib,  ii.f,  17,  <'/<ff. 
e&i  k,  lib,  i V,  If .  c .  et  aU        (17)  lid^  ibid^     . 


Maillei,  ttbijuf^  ?#- 

greed^neis 
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jpeedincfs  of  the  merchants  on  the  other,  they  had  been 
obliged  to  feek  out  for  a  fafer  route,  which  was  by  failing  up 
the  Niliy  quite  to  the  fartheft  part  of  Higher  Egypt,  towards 
the  fmall  town  of  JUeJfowany  and  thence  to  crpfs  the  ridge 
pf  mountains  called  fihce  Moccatem,  from  the  road  Svhich ' 
they  were  obliged  to  cut  through  it*,  in  order  to  come  to 
the  fmall  fea-port  of  Jydab,  on  the  Red  Sea^  which  took; 
them  up  feventecn  days ;  thence  they  crofs  over  to  Giddah^ 
iilftant  about  t^o  days  failing,  in  tranfports,  fent  thence  for 

;  that  purpofe,  which,  in  two.  days  more,  l^nd  them  on  the 

I  Arabian  coaft. 

This  is  the  route  they  had  been  forced  to  trace  for  theli? 

I  ^caravans  at  an  immenfe  coft,  not  only  in  cutting  a  road  fit 

1  .for  them  through  fucb  a  ridge  of  mountains  (X)^  but  in  dig- 


t%7 


»  See  Shaw's  Travels,  p.  341. 


I 


{ X )     In   this     ridge,    we 
are  told,    were   found    thofe 
fams  pf  .emeralds  mentioned 
hyStrahoy  and  fo  famed  for  their 
beauty  and  hardnefs,  but  which 
.  lave  been  either  exhaufted,  or, 
as  others  will  have  it,  forgpt 
1  and  loft  long  fince.  The  Arahsy 
We  are  told,   are  ftill  in  fearch 
pf  them,  and  iind  the  roots,  or 
icfufe,  of  them  in  great  abun- 
K^ance,  ^s  well  as,  fometimes, 
I  •precious  ftpncs,.  chryilal,  old 
1^  jnedals,  and  fm^U  images  of 
I  eartheji  ware,  but  few  of  thefe 
f  iijtire.     Thefe  emerald   roots 
I'  are  neither  pellucid,xior  of  a  deep 
'■  green,  like   the  fine  old  ones 
'  ^bove-mentioned ;    whence    it 
I  ]s  imagined,  that  the  mine  is 
fxhaulted.      Yet  it  is  not  im- 
probable that  the  Anabs  only 
keep  it  concealed,  pr,  perhaps, 
quite  covered  over,  to  prevent 
i^v[urk5i  who  are  their  matters, 
reaping  the  benefit  of  them;  and 
V^  prefvept  being  fufpedled   a- 
bout  it»  t^ll  a  tragical  iftory  of 
pne  of  their  princes  named  ilf«- 
JeyHaJheitty  who  was   lord    of 
l^em^  and  the  lait  of  that  roy- 


al race  of  kings  'who  bad  here? 
tofore  reigned  over  Egypt,  but 
had  been  driven  out  of  it  by  che* 
Turks,  and  reduced  to  a  fmall 
canton     within    this  ridge  of 
barren  mountains,  and   under 
tribute  to  the  conqueror;  but 
vy^here  he  comforted  himfelf  for 
his  lofs  with   the  poileffion  of 
this  rich  mine,  which  enabled 
him  to  exercife  the  greateft  li- 
beralities among  his  neighbour* 
ing  Emirs,  among  whom   he 
quickly    grew  in  the  higheft 
efteem,  and  was  adored  by  all 
his  own  fubjefts.     To  all  thefe 
comforts  he  added  one  more  in 
a  fpoufe,  no  lefs  beloved  than 
beautiful,  and  endued  with  all 
the  excellencies  of  her  fex-     In 
this  height  of  contentment  his 
ill  fortune  raifed  him  a  power- 
ful   enemy    in    the  Baftia  of 
Efjpt,  who  became  at  once  en- 
amoured    with    his    emerald 
mine  ^and  his  favourite  wife, 
and  ceafed  not  accufing  him  to 
the  Porte  of  fundry  trcafonable 
defigns,  till  he  received  orders 
from  thence  to   fcize  on  him 
and  his  country  i  which  he  ac- 
cordingly 
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Faft  iX'  gtng  wells,  of  a  great  depth,  ia  the  rock,  to  fupply  dtem 
femctand  with  water,  and  which,  though  fo  brackiOi  that  it  was  hardly 
tr9ubU  of  fo  fQr  either  man  or  beaft,  they  were  forced  to  difpenfc-widu 
*•  But  no  fooner  were  thofc  bloody  wars  between  the  fucceflbw 

of  Mohammed  happily  terminated,  than  every  thing  b^an  to 
r;in  in  its  antient  chanel,  and  the  former  route  again  i^ 
fbe  §ld     fumed,  which  hath  been  followed  ever  finceX,  with  this  far^ 
mu  re/urn*  ther  conveniency,  that  wh^n  Omar  had  made  himfelf  matter 
mi»  oi  Egypt ^  and  had  chofen  Mecca  for  the  place  of  his  xefi- 

dence,  he  fent  orders  to  Jmru,  whom  he  had  appointed  go- 
vernor of  it,  to  cleanfe  the  old  Khalis^  or,  as  others  have  il^ 
Jetmal    ^^  ^^^  ^  g^cat  canal  from  Kairo  to  iSu^z,  for  the  more  es^ 
euifrom   conveyance  of  the  merchandizes  which  are  fent  from  theaq^ 
Kairo ;     to  Mecca  f  :  the  misfortune  was,  that  this  canal  was,  thio^ 
tui  is       the  negligenpe  of  the  Egyptians ^  fuffered  in  time  to  be  quite 
*^«*«/if/choakcd  up  with  the  mud  of  the  Nile^  by  which  this  car* 
'^^1*  «v  ^^^^  ^y  ^^*  ^^^  Kaira  to  Meccavfzs  quite  fet  afide,  and  th0 
miitb  mud.  ^^ravan  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  it.    Another  inconveniency 
aUendixig  it,  is  that  the  day  of  its  departure  (as  well  as  th(^ 
l^^th  of  its  continuance,  which  is  loo  days  in  all)  is  fixed  ta 
^betime    a  certain  day  of  their  year  ;  but  as  thev  reckon  it  only  by 
rf their     moons,  which  makes  it  ftiorter  by  four  days  than  the  folar, 
d^farture  it  muft  of  courfe  hapj^en,  that,  in  the  fpaceof  33  of  theirs,  or 

y  Thevinot,  Maillet,Pocock,&  al.ubi  fup.  fSce 

'  before,  vol.  i.  p.  499,  &  feq.  v^d.  &  Mmllet,  ubi  fap.  Letter 

cordis  gly  did,  with  a  powerful  >  fuch  moving  terms,  as  eaffly 

army.    The  prince,  with  the  perfuaded  them  tofubmittheif 

fmall  handful  of  his  fubjeds ,  necks  to  the  bow-ilring,  to  pro* 

dcfexuledhimfelf  with  his  ufual  vent  their  being  tortuired  into  a 

valour  near  fix  months;  but  difcovery .Thefc  were  no fooocf 

being  at  length    overpowered  difpatched,thanhehafledtohit 

and  furrounded  by  his  enemy,  wife's  apartment,  who,  heiag 

beyond  the  power  ofefcaping  apprifed  of  his  defign,  before  bS 

him,  thought  now  of  nothing  took  his  leave  of  hej*,  he  had 

but  how  to  prevent  their  com-  the  melancholy  fatisfa^on  to 

4ng  to  the  knowledge  of  the  iee  her  die  at  his  feet,  of  a  dofe 

mine,  and  then  fall,   fword  in  of  poifon  which  (he  had  alrea* 

hand,inthemidItoftheflaugh-  dy  taken,  byway  of  precaot 

ter.  tion  againft  the  Ba(ha.  Haftm* 

There  were,  it  feems,  but  was  not  long  in  completing  his 

fix  of  his  moll  favourite  fer-  defign ;  for  running  with  a  def* 

vants  that  knew  the  entrance  perate  fury  among  the  thickeft 

into  the  mine,  and   thefe  he  of  the  enemy,  he  fell  at  length, 

called  to  him,  and  declared  to  incircled  with  a  multitude  ot 

them  the  defign  of  the  Bafha,  in  them  *. 

•  Ht  hoc,  vid,  MailUt^  ukifuf,  vaU  ii,  f .  <[9,  ^^ry.  in  htt^  iXu 

%%^ 
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j2cf  ours,  that  djiy  runs  through  all  the  four  feafcns,  whe- wiJyia- 
dJer  conTtnicnt  or  not  for  fo  long  a  march.    It  confifts  of  convent-: 
two  encampffidits,  which  are  likcwifc  fixed ;  thofe  of  Kairo,  ^* 
Cmftanfinopky   Damafats,  and  other  places,  compofe  the 
feft;  and  thofe  of  Jfrica,  fvpta  Morocco,  quite  round  to 
Itripofy,  make  up  the  fecond ;  and  this,  on  their  departure^ 
fcts  out  one  day  after  the  former,  and  ferves  as  a  kind  of  ^ 
rear-guard,  and  encamps  each  night  on  the  fpot  where  the 
other  did  on  th^  foregoing.    But  on  their  return  the  order 
Is  in^ted,  and  thefe  march  firft,  and  form  the  van-guard  to 
the  latter.  The  reafon  of  which  is,  to  prevent  thofe  Barbaric  Toifa 
Jffncam  attempting  t6  make  themfelvcs  mafters  of  the  ciiy  afraid  c/ 
of  Mecca ;  the  Turks  pretending  that  there  is  fome  old  pro-am  eld  fn* 
phecy,  Or  prediftion,  that  they  would  do  fo  ^    And  though /^*0^* 
;  ihal  prophecy  refpefts  all  the  Maghariin,  or  weftem  na- 
^tions,  and  may  as  well  mean  the  £wrfi>/^a«/,  or  Chriftians, 
who  have  a  greater  claim  to  that  fituation  ;  yet,    as   they 
are  not  fure  which  of  the  two  it  may  mean,  it  is  natural  for 
riiem  to  take- all  proper  precautions  againft  both  ;  though 
they  arc  more  afraid  of  the  former,  becaufe  they  are  of  the 
fame  religion,  and  equally  the  difciples  of  Mohammed*. 

We  hinted  in  a  late  note,  that  thefe  caravans  joined  to  their 
devotions  a  confiderable  commerce,  and  retui'ned  home  laden 
with  the  richeft  gaods  from  Perjla  and  India,  which  come 
to  Cedda  by  the  Red  Sea,  and  are  thence  conveyed  to  Mecca  ; 
and  this,  joined  to  the  richnefs  of  the  prefents  which  are  car- 
ried thither,  and  the  ftrong  prepoffeffion  of  the  Turks  about 
the  prophecy  above-mentioned,  makes  it  neccflary  that  they 
Should  be  attended  by  a  fufficient  guard;  for  which  end  there  ^fi-g^^^  ^f 
is  always  a  draught  made  of  all  the  beft  troops  in  Egypt  to  tie  cara- 
cfcor^  them,  at  the  head  of  which  is  the  Emir  Hadge,  or  man. 
prince  of  the  pilgrims,  who  is  commonly  fome  opulent  Bey,  T^he  com- 
\  appointed  by  the  Balha,  and  hath,  befides  the  guard  above-  nutnderim 
mentioned,  between  400  and  500  horfemen,  well  mounted  ^■^^'/i  or 
and  armed,  whom  he  keeps  in  pay  at  his  own  charge,  and  ^^^*' 
for  which  the  Porte  allows  him  100,000  fequins,  over  and  ^J!^^'^ 
above  his  other  perquifites  arifing  from  the  immenfequan-  "'^  '^'^ 
,  i3ty  of  provifions,  which  he  caufes  to  be  conveyed  on  a  vaft  f^^gfy 
multitude  of  camels,  going  and  coming;  the  letting  out  mofl        ' 
of  thofe  that  carry  the  trading  pilgrims  merchandizes  ;  the 
^  prefents  which  thofe  who  make  ufe  of  their  own,  and  a  vaft 
cumber  of  officers  aind  other  inferiors,  fnch  as  vi(Suallers, 
<ooks,  6^.  are  obliged  to  make  to  him ;  all  which  put  toge- 

*  Maillet,  ubi  fup.  lett.  ult.  Pocock,  ubi  fup.  lib  iv.  c.  5. 
<c  al.  fup.  citat.        *  li^.ibid/ 
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ther  araount  to  a  much  larger  fum.  His  power  is  ftilJ  greater, 
or  in  fome  meafure  abfolute,  from  his  firft  fctting  out  of  the 
gates  oiKairo  to  his  re-entering.     He  hath  power  of  life  and 
death  over  the  whole  caravan^   is  fole  judge  of  all  crimes, 
mlfdemeanors,  and  contefts,  which  happen  during  the  whole 
pilgrimage,  condemns  to  fines,  ballinade,  or  even  death^  at  his 
dlfcretion,  without  being  called  to  any  ^fter-account,  either 
for  that,  or  for  the  vaft  fums  which  he  finks  into  his  pocket$ 
during  the  voyage  ^. 
Ceremony        A  DAY  or  two  before  his  fetting  out,  he  repairs  to  the 
at  his  en-  caftle,  with  a  vaft  retinue  of  his  own  friends,  domeftics,  and 
trance  into  all  the  officers  belonging  to  the  efcorte  ;  and  being  entered 
the  Do-      into  the  hall  or  Dowan,  is  received  there  with  great  cere- 
^^^:         mony  by  the  Bafha,  at  the  head  of  that  grand  court,  confift- 
ing  of  near  3000  perfons.     There  his  Knathe  Sharif^  or  pa-* 
tent,  which  confirms  him  Emir  Hadge,  is  publicly  read,  to- 
gether with  the  inventory  of  all  the  pre;cious  things,  which 
the  Bafha  then  commits  to  his  care,  in  their  prefence ;  name* 
ly,  the  new  pavilion,  the  number  of  purfes  which  the  Grand 
SJgnor  fends  as  prefents  to  the  city  and  temple  oiMecca^  and 
of  thofe  which  are  allotted  by  him  for  the  defraying  of  the 
(j-^  pre-    charges  of  the  pilgrimage.     The  Bafha  then  prefents  him 
/ents  ddi'  with  a  fplendid  veil  of  fuperfine  cloth,   richly  lined,  and  a 
'vered  to     number  of  others   of  lefs  value  to  his  officers ;  to  which  he 
him  there,  ufualiy  adds  a  large  quantity  of  provifions,   fuch  as  cattle, 
fowl,  rice,  fugar,   coffee,  <&fc,  to  the  value  of  about  200Q 
crowns,  in  lieu  of  which,  the  Emir,   at  his  return,  prefents 
him  with  fome^of  the  richeft  Indian  merchandizes  to  an  equi- 
valent.    Upon  his  leaving  the  Dowan,  he  rides  through  the 
caftle  and  fever^l  ftreefs  of  Kairo,  attended  with  the  fame 
fplendid  retinue,  and  cloathed  with  his  new  magnificent  veft. 
The  grand  the  rich  pavilion  being  carried  before  hi|n,  to  his  owu  palace, 
favi/ion    where  he  gives  them  and  the  grand  officers  of  that  city  an  elegant 
carrtedhem  entertainment,     The  day,  and  efpecially  the  evening,  before 
fore  hinu    j^jg  departure,  is  wholly  fpent  in  feafting  and  all  kinds  of  re- 
rea  re-  j^-j^jj-^gg  between  the  pilgrims  and  their  friends,  who  come  to 
andfeafi'  take  their  leave,  and  appear  in  the  fineftdrefles  and  equipages ; 
ingat  the  ^^  very  ladies  and  their  women^  tho'  on  all  other  occasions  {o 
camp,        clofely  kept,  are  permitted  to  aflift  at  this  feftlvity,   and 
come  thither  in  their  covered  litters,  or  fedans  ;  fo  that  the 
^  city  and  the  camp,  where  the  general  rendezvous  is  kept,  pn  " 
the  banks  of  the  lake,  about  three  or  four  miles  from  the 
city,  affords  one  of  the  moft  delightful  and  magnificent  fpec- 
tacles  of  the  whole  year,  nothing  being  fcen  or  heai*d,  dqring 

*  lid.  ubi  fup. 
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that  fhort  iftterval,  but  the  fineft  illut^indtioiis  and  fire- 
.  works,  accompanied  with  the  greatcft  profufion  of  the  richeft 
fere,  and  the  greateft  variety  of  concerts  of  mufic,  both  vocal 
and  inftrumcntal.  The  common  report  is,  that  on  the  mor- 
row^ which  is  the  day  of  the  caravan's  departure,  the  number 
of thofe  who  return  from  the  camp  to  the  city,  either  oa 
horfeback  or  in  fedans,  on  mules,  afles,  or  on  foot,  amounts 
to  150,000  5  and  though  our  author,  who  had  feen  it 
more  than  once,  owns  it  to  be  «caggerated,  yet  he  -allows 
that  there  could  not  be  lefs  than  half  that  number  c. 

We  have  already  hinted,  that  the  number  of  thofe  which  Numbers/ 
compofe  the  caravan  feldom  amounts  to  lefs  than  40,000,  but///^r/«tf« 
is  often  much  greater,  in  times  of  peace  and  plenty,  when 
the  commerce  is  not  obftrufted ;  and  all  the  Mohammedans  in 
gencr;il  are  brought  up  from  their  infancy  with  fuch  an  ar- 
dent dcfire  of  making  that  pilgrimage,  that  neither  the  fa- 
tigue and  dangers,  nor  even  the  great  expence  that  .attends 
.it,  thpugh  naturally  parfimpnioUs  (Y),  can  allay  their  zeal 

' .    and 

I. 
«  Maillet,  oki  fup.  lett.  ult. 


(Y)  This  expence  may  be 
eafily  gnefled  at,  if  we  confider 
the  length  of  the  voyagc,which, 
ac  hath  been  already  hinted,  is 
full  100  days,  and  of  the  carriage 
not  only  of  themfelves,  but  of 
all  their  provifions,  to  the  very 
water  and  fuel ;  they  paffing 
through*  no  towns  going  oi* 
coming,  except  the  city  cS Me- 
dina, and  that  only  in  their  re- 
turn, and  meetitig  with  no  f ap- 
plies of  water,  but  once  in  three 
or  four  days,  nor  any  eatables, 
except  what  fome  of  the  wild 
Arabs  come  on  purpofe  to  offer 
to  fale,  and  that  commonly  at 
an  extravagant  rate.  Thofe 
likewife  which  are  bought  up 
at  Mecca^  in  order  for  their  re- 
turn, are  commonly  fold  there 
three  times  as  dear  as  at  Kairo ; 
tbefe  caravans  bringing  a  dear- 
fiefs  into  every  place  they  pafs 
through. 

Another  no  lefs  confiderable 
expence  attending  them  is  the 


fine  appearance  which  every 
one  endeavours  to  make  at 
them,  many  of  them  above  what 
their  condition  will  allow  ;.  the 
large  liberalities  they  affeft  to 
diilribute  among  the  multitudes 
of  idle  mifereants  that  follow 
them,  with  no  other  end  than 
to  live  upon  theit  bounty ;  and 
the  rich  prefents  they  vie  to 
make  to  the  holy  city  and  tem- 
ple o£  Mecca.  To  all  which  if 
we  add  the  extravagant  price 
they  muft  pay  for  t^vtry  thing, 
which  either  their  curiofity  or 
pf  ide  induces  them  to  purchafe, 
or  licknefs,  or  any  other  acci- 
dent by  the  way,  obliges  them 
to  procure,  and  the  prefents 
which  muft  be  made  to  the 
Emir  Hadge  and  his  officers 
for  their  efcorte,  prote£liou,and 
any  other  accidental  favours;  it 
cannot  appear,  upon  the  whole, 
other  than  a  very  expenllve 
journey  to  thofe  who  undertake 
it  merely  out  of  devotion,  ho  v 
prohtable 
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Women al'^LvA  flei^tton  for  it,  their  very  women  b^gdlbwed  to  per- 
lowed  to  form  it  with  their  hulbands,  or  even  with^Qt,  theft;  the  pre* 
make  this  ^-gjice  of  devotion  excufing  the  irregularity  of  the  f^ilgrimagc 
filgnm-  jMttongft  the  Turhy  as  well  as  it  doth  among  iomt  chrSfBea 
^^'*  ^nations,  no  lefs  fcrupulons  and  delicate  tl»n  they  in  that 
'point.  However,  they  ^re  very  careful  of  performing  it  with 
'4U  the  decency  and  Tefcrvednelis  that  the  cafe  wiU  allow. 
Hovf  The  rich  ones  travel  in  clofe  litters^  or  iedaos,  carried  be- 
/irf /rii-  tweecL  tMPO  cafnels;  and'thofe  of  the  lower  rank  in  large 
w«/.  covered  baflcets,  two  of  which  are  thrown  over  and  hang  on 

«ach  iide  of  a  fmgle  camel,  wherein  they  fit  conveniently,  and 
fiieltered^from  v^nd  and  rain,  as  well  a«>&om  fight.  Others, 
whoGannot  afford  this  kind  of  convenieacy,  have  a  way  of  \ 
voiding  on  a  fmgk  bead,  yet  fo  covered  as^to  ht  quite  out  ^f 
•fight  : ,  and  all  proper  care  is  taken,  arid  iflrlft  difdpiine  kept, 
-to  prevent  all  that  are  of  that  fex  from- feeing  infnked  by  Ae 
't>thers. 
Peuntand  ALL  thc^camels' belonging  to  the  caravan  are  j»intedyd- 
ttheroma^^iow,  and  have  fome  kind  of  ornaments  on  their  heads,  breads, 
menfs  of  and  harnefs,  efpecially  thofe  that  go  at  the  head  of  every  com- 
^^^*''^"  pany,  which  are  known  i>y  thephimes  of  red  oftrich  fea- 
thers on  their  heads,  a  fine  flag  on  each  fide,  and  their  trap- 
pings are  befpangled  with  variety  of  flicUs.  The  fecond  and 
third  of  each  drove  iiave  bells  on  each- fide,  aboutafodt 
long;  and  all  of  them  under  their  faddle.a  cparie  carpet,  to 
cover  them  at  night  **.  Thofe  which  belonged  to  the  Emir 
Hadge,  and  to  the  richer  fort  of  pilgrims  of  both  fexes,  arc 
ftill  more  richly  adorned  ; .  but  none  more  magaificently  fo 
than  thofe  wjii^h  are  made  choice  of  to  carry  the  prefents  to 
jMecca,  rfpeciaUy  that  which,  carries  the  great  pavUion  called 
Mabnul^  or  covering  of  Moharamed-  and  Abraham's  tomb/ 

^''  PococK,  ubi  fap,  lib.  iv.  c.  jf. 

profitable  ftcver  it  may  be  to  to  the  fcrvice  of  this  pilgrinf-  i 

the  reft;  and  plainly  ihcws  how  age,  to  defray  all  thofe  charged,  \ 

liberal  and  profufc  they  can  be  and  prevent  all  thofe  impofi*  i 

upon  this  occadon,  who  on  all  tioos.    The  misfortune  is,  that 

others  are  fo  noted  for  their  for-  the  receivers  find  pretences  ter 

did  pariimony.  '  elude  the  right  application  of 

There  are, indeed,  vaft  quan-  them,  and  fink  a  great  part  of 

titles  of  lands  and  houfes,  and  them  into  their  pockets  ;•  and 

other    revenues,  belonging  to  what  is  appropriated  for  ihr?  \ 

Mecca^  amounting  to  an   im-  caravan,  is.  as  much  abufedbjr 

snenfe  yearly  fum;  a  fufHcient  the  Emir  Hadge  (i  8). 
portionofwbioh  is  appropriated 

^ly)  Vid,  Mailltt,  P9C9Ck,  NnrdeH^  ^frryi  '^  alM*  Citaf,  '   I 
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thich  is  mitdd  in  the  (hapc  of  a  pyramid,  with  a  fquare  baife,  Tiegrimi 
]dl  richly  embroidered  with  gold  on  a  green  and  rod  ground,  ^'^''^'V/ 
the  view  of  the  hoofe  of  Me€ca  being  embroidered  upon  it,  andfa^rU 
with  a  pertieo  ^ound  it.  The  camel  defigned  to  bear  it  is  faid  ^^'"^ 
to  be  bred  for  that  purpofe.    This  is,  tike  the  reft,  painted 
yellow,  with  a  powder  called  Hennas  and  is  covered  with  a 
rich  carpet  that  comes  down  to  his  feet,  io  that  nothing  is. 
fcea  of  him  but  his  head,  neck,  and  crupper,  which  are  richly 
idorned.     After  he  has  performed  this  crfEce,  he  is  efteemed 
kred,  and  never  more  put  to  any  ufe  *.     The  fum  total  of 
the  (sjaaels  belonging  to  the  Emir  Hadge  amounts  to  3000, 
but  die  reft  is  beyond  computation. 

We  fliall  fubjoin  at  the  end  of  the  article  the  order  of  the 
march,  that  it  may  be  feen  at  one  view.  As  for  their  encamp- 
ments, they  are  fa  fettled,  as  that  the  caravan  fhall  arrive  at 
Ubcca  in  thirty^eight  days,  neither  more  nor  lefs,  let  the 
roads  and  weather  prove  favourable  or  not,  unlefs*^  the  wild 
Arabs  chance,  as  they  fometimes  do,  to  attack  and  plunder  Ofim 
them ;  at  which  times  they  are  obliged  to  join  all   their  ^¥^P^^ 
forces  to  beat  them  away,  which  will  retard  their  arrival  zfi^.^J*^ 
day  or  two*    On  this  account,  befides  the  great  guns  which  Xrals 
attend  the  caravan,  they  load  fome  of  their  camels  with  a 
fballer  fort,  wfcich  ferve  to  give  the  Cgnal  for  encamping^  • 
marching,  he*  as  well  as  to  fright  away  thofe  freebooters,  of 
whom  we  havfe  ^ven  an  .account  in  a  preceding  chapter  % 
when  they  approach  them  too  nearly.  ^ 

The  departureof  the  caravan  is  fixed  to  the  27th  day  of  Mtmmr^ 
&e  moon  which  follows  their  Rdmadan  *.     They  commonly  their 
fet  out  every  day  about  four  or  five  hours  before  the  fun-  Tnarching* 
lifing,  and  cc^itinue  their  march  till  about  two  in  the  after- 
Boon.     But  wh^n  the  feafon  proves  exctffive  hot,  they  begin 
to  move  an  hour  before  fun-fet,  and  march  on  till  two  hours 
before  fun-rife  on  the  next  morning.     At  fuch   time  the 
north  wind  commonly  blows  very  brifk,  and  is  fo  refrefhing 
to  tiiem,  that  they  not  only  open  that  fide  of  their  tents  to 
it,  but  hang  veflels  in  the  arr  full  of  water,  w'hich  quickly 
coatraft   a  mdft  delightful  coolnefs.     But  whenever  that    1 
wind  chances  to  fail  them,  as  it  fometimes  doth,  though 
rarely,  the  heat  becomes  fo  intolerable,  that  the  people  are 
feized  with  fuch  difeafes  accompanied  with  a  lownefs  of  fpirits, 
that  they  feldom  bury  lefs  than  300  or  400  in  a  day,  which  are 
pwfeftly  ffifled  for  want  of  breath ;  and  if  the  wind  chance  to 

*Poc«cK,  ubifap.  Maillet,&  al.  fup.  citat.  ^  Vol, 

»iv.  p,  63,  &  feq.  vid  &  Maillet,  &  al,  ubl  fup.  «  De 

W,  vid.  fup.  vol.  i.  p.  102,  &  (H), 
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blow  from  the  fouth>  it  carries  with  it  fdch  a  fio-y  Beat,  ai 
kills  one  in  an  inftant.  We  have  given  ail  account  in  the 
foregoing  chapter  of  this  kind  of  winds,  and  the  precautions 
which  the  Africans  take  to  avoid  the  dreadful  effefts  of 
them  \  though  too  frequently  to  no  effeft.:  and  it  oftca 
happen^  that  thcfe  winds  bring  with  them  fuch*  clouds,  or 
rather  mountains,  of  fand,  as-ferve  to  bury  the  bodies  of  thofc 
whom  they  have  fmothered  with  their  fiery  heat  ;•  by  which 
iheans  ihey  quickly  become  fo  dry  an.d  light,  that  the  (ubfc- 
qucnt  caiavans,  by.  taking  the  fame  route,  have  not  only 
marched  over  them,  but  felt  thepi  under  their  feet ;  and 
fometimes,  by  treading  upon  their  toes,  have  reared  the  w 
thered  carcafes  full  againft  their  faces  »•  .    , 

.  When  the  caravan  hath  got  fafely  through  all  thefe  daa» 
gers,  and  is  arrived  at  Beddar^  or  Beddr^  fix  days  journey 
jroni  Mecca,  it  is  joined  by  that  of  Damafcus ;  which  fetting 
out  from  that  capital  on  the  fame  day  this  doth  from  Jia^im 
and  keeping  the  fame  number  of  encampments,  arrives  there  ' 
at  the  fame  time ;  after  which  they  march  jointly  to  Mecc&i 
In  this  laft  they  flay  three  days  waiting  the  arrival  of  thofe 
of  Baghdad,  Balfora^  and  other  parts  of  ytfia,^  as  well  as 
thofe  which  come  from  India  by  fea ;  all  which  ufually  get 
thither  by  that  time,  which  is  the  day  fixed  for  their  repair- 
ing all  in  one  body  to  Mount  Araffat,  diftant  about  fix  hoors 
from  Mecca,  and  fuppofed  by  them  to  be  the  fame  mountain 
on  which  Abraham  offered  up  his  ion  Ifaac  \  There  they 
celebrate  the  feflival  called  Korhan  Bey  ram,  or  fecond  Beiram, 
or,  as  the  Arabs  flyle  it,  Je-Al-Korban,  and  Je-AUAdhh,  diff 
feafl  of  the  facrifice  *  \  from  the  immenfe  numbers  of  oxen, 
fheep,  goats,  fowl,  pidgeons,  and  other  poultry^  which  ic  ' 
flaughtered  on  that  fefiival,  and  given  to  the  poor,  all.  ovei 
the  Moflem  world,  and  here  in  particular,  either  upon,  or 
more  probably  at  the  foot  of,  the  mountain,  by  every  pil- 
grim, according  to  his  circumflances  or  devotion  ^'^,- 

This  preliminary  ceremony  being  ended,  they  all  bcgia 
to  pare  their  nails,  fhave  their  heads  and  beards,  and  wa(h  ' 
themfelves  all  over,  fome  only  covering  their  nudities  with  a  ' 
fmall  piece  of  linen,  whilfl  others,  negledting  that  fuperfti- 
tious  nicety,  as  they  think  it,  expofe  their  naked  bodies  to  ' 
public  view ;  and  repeat  their  prayers,  fuitable  to  the  | 
occufion,  with  all  poffible  intenfenefs.  This  being  endedj  ' 
they  return  to  Mecca  by  the  fame  way,  and  pay  their  next  \ 


*  See  before,  vd.  xiv.  p.  61^^  8c  feq* 
cjtat.  ^  Genefis  xxii.  2.  &feq, 

p,  378.  «' Vid.  ibid.  p.  216. 


^  lid.  ibid.  ^-al.  ftip. 
'  De  hoc-,  vid.  vol.  i» 
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vifit  asf}  devotions  to  the  houfe  or  ftatioh  of  the  )>atn^ch  VifitotM 
JbrahoMy  the  Kaaba,  and  other  holy  places  of  demotion  in //^r^/. 
that  dtfy  of  which  we  have  given  an  account  in  a  former 
volume  %  and  then  prepare  for  their  return.    During  that 
time  it  is  that  the  grand  new  pavilion,  or  covering,  brought 
.thither  from /uuy(?9  and  htely  defcribedy  is  put  up  there  in* 
i^ead  of  the  old  one,  which  is  delivered  up  to  the  tmir  How  th 
Had^,  to  be  conveyed  by  him  to  Cdnftantinople,  and  pre-  oidf^*oi» 
fcnted  to  the  Grand  Signor,  as  was  formerly  done,  who  ^'^ "  ^ 
then  ufed  to  have  it  cut  in  pieces,  and  diftributed  among  ^^^* 
4II  the  Mohammedan  princes  and  great  officers,  as  moft  Valu- 
able prcfents.     But  whether  it  is  their  regard  for  fuch  fort  of 
iielicSi  or  on  what  other  account  we  knoW  not,  but  thofe 
Emirs  have  long  fince  claimed  a  right  to  it,  and  cut  it  into 
linall  (hreds,  acd  fell  them  among  the  pilgrims,  at  an  extra- 
^agont  price,   they  being  all  ambitious  to  purchafe  fom^ 
fciall  particle  of  it ;  and  happy  is  he  that  can  carry  away  th^ 
Inalleft  bit  either  of  this  or  of  the  old  hangmgs,  which  are 
Ikewife  fold  *. 

;  All  this  time  not  only  the  mercantile  part  of  the  caravan,  ^^ft  ^^'^Z- 
^ot  all  that  come  to  this  folemn  fair,  are  either  exchanging  A^£^^^^ 
^heir  merchandizes  for  thofe  of  Perfia  and  India^  or  buying  for  /»''• 
Ithemfelves  and  families  fuch  wares  and  other  nicknacks  and 
^rifles  as  they  are  able,  and  fult  with  their  circumftances  ; 
Ihe  pooreft  and  meaneft  among  them  being  no  lefs  ambi^ 
teous  to  carry  home  fomething  from  that  celebrated  city,  by 
kpeans  of  the  great  and  general  liberality  which  at  that 
thne reigns  among  therichanddevout.  As  we  have  elfewherd 
ftcfcribed  the  city  of  Mecca  P,  we  need  not  remind  our  readers 
here  that  its  fmallnefs  makes  it  altogether  unfit  to  contain 
Inch  a  vail  conconrfeof  people,  wares,  beafts,  and  carriages 
brefort  to  it  at  this  ieafon,  and  that  each  caravan  hath  its  re^ 
iTpeftive  encampments  in  the  plain  about  It,  where  care  is 
bken  that  bodi  merchants  and  pilgrims  be  accommodatoi 
With  all  necefTary  coiiveniencies  duritig  their  fliort  ftay.  And 
It  is  a  furprifing  thing  to  fee  what  prodigious  quantities  and 
^riety  bf  the  richeil  and  mofl  valuable  commodities  frpkft 
firfia,  India,  and  other  parts,,  are  bought  and  fold  dUring 
Ihat  fliort  fpace,  befides  the  coffee,  myrrh,  incenfe,  and  other 
troduds  of  /Arabia,  amounting  to  fevtral  millions ;  and 
what  is  ftill  more  futprifing  is,  the  extraordinary  eafe  and 
fileace  with  which  the  bufinefs  is  dlfpafched ;  the  whole  thnc 
bf  the  caravan's  flay  there  being  confined  to  twelve  dayi ; 

•  Vol.  L  p.  208,  & feq.  215,  &  fcq.        •  lid.  ibid.        f  VoL 
L  p.  2 19,  Bl  feq.  &  alib.  pafl*.  &  ana.  fap.  dtat. 
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-^  which  being  ended,  the  Emir  Hadgc  gives  his  fignal  for  their 

departure.    However,  it  often  happens,  that  the  i^ealthy 
merchants,  ^t  having  been  able  to  expedite  all  their  aifairs  By 
that  tiihc,  arc  forced  to  apply  to  him  for  a  refpite  of  two 
or  three  days  longef ;  but  this  is  feldom  obtained  without 
fome  valuable  prefents  ;  after  which  they  may  ijafily.  reco- 
ver that  time,  by  making  a  fliorter  ftay  than  ufual  at  the 
places  through  which  they  pafs  on  their  return.     From  theii 
departure  from  Mecca^  they    arrive  again  at  Beddar,  oc 
Be^Idr,  in  fix  days ;  from  which  they  reach  the  city  oiMe£' 
ns  in  three  more,  where  the  firft  Mohammedan  Khalifs  refided, 
before  they  removed  their  feat  to  Damafcus^  and  where  they  pey, 
njtt  Mo-  their  devotions  at  Mohamvicd's  fepukhre,  which  we  have 
hammed^j  clfcwhcre   defcribid  9,  ad   well  as  the  ftately  molk  creftcd 
tomb  at     QYQi^  it.     Here  they  likewife  make  their  prefents  to  the  place| 
Medina,   ^y^  one  according  to  their  ability;  and  after  a  ftay of  ihrei 
days,  returvu  by  the  way  oiTamboOy  whilft  that  of  Dainqfm 
leaves  them  here  in  its  return  to  Syria.     On  its  march,  that 
of /Cairo  meets  in  its  way,  and  at  four  different  encampmentsi 
a  frefti  convoy  with  a  plentiful  fupply  of  provifions  and  re* 
frcfhments,  fent  from  thence  for  that  purpofe ;  the  laft  of 
which  they  receive  when  they  are  come  within  ten  days 
journey  of  that  city '.     But  nothing,  in   their  -reckoning^ 
affords  them  a  more  delicious  refrefliment  than  that  of  taftlMf 
again  the  waters  of  the  Nik,  after  thofe  hrackifti  and  dil- 
taftcful  ones  which  they  had  been  forced  to.  take  up  widl 
Retx^j-n  to  during  that  long  and  fatiguing  journey.     Their  next  deKghf 
Cairo.       is  the  fight  of  their  friends  and  relations,  who  fail  npt  ttj 
^  meet  them  at  the  place  where  they  had  parted  from  them, 

and  where,  after  the  firft  congratulations,  they  are  received 
with  the  fsune  rejoicings,  feaftings,  and  other  tokens  of  mirthi 
as  had  accompanied  their  parting. 

From  this  time  thofe  who  have  had  the  good  fortune  tc 
return  home  fafe,  are  dubbed  with  the  title  of  ffadg^f  oi 
Pilgrim,  which  is  always  tacked  before  their  own  namci 
As  Hadge  Mchaniedj  Hadge  Mujiaphay  isc.  and  have  a  parti 
cular  rcfpeft  paid  them  above  the  reft.  When  introducd 
into  their  own  houfes  by  their  near  relations,  they  find  dii 
entrance  adorned  with  garlands,  and  other  trophies,  and  thi 
infide  fplendidly  decorated  with  domeftic  ornaments,  forthci 
reception.  As  for  fuch  of  theih  as  died  in  the  pilgrimage, 
.  as  they  are,  deftitute  of  thofe  marks  of  joy,  fo  are  they  like; 
wife  of  tiiofe  oif  mourning  and  forrow.  We  may  add  her^ 
however,  that  thofe  that  hai-e  happily  furvived  it,  appear  fc 

5  Vol.  i.  p.  z6$,  U  fcq.  '  Maillet,  ubi  fup. 
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fanburnt,  emaciated,  and  fo  ftrangely  altered,  tliat  their  rela- 
tions can  hardly  know  them  ;  and  the  poor  camels,  which 
have  borne  the  grcateft  burdens,  bring  little  more  of  their 
own  with  them  than  their  fkins  and  bones ;  and  though  ladea 
with  the  richeft  merchandizes,  arenofooner  rid  of  their  loads, 
than  they  are  turned  out  by  their  inhuman  matters,  to  ftarve 
In  the  barren  fands,  being  neither  fit  for  fale,  nor  thought 
worth  the  keeping ;  even  that  which  was  chofen  to  car- 
ry the  pavilion,  and  is  in  titled  to  a  plentiful  and  agreeable 
maintenance  for  the  remainder  of  his  life  (there  being  a  mortf 
than  fafficicnt  provifion  made  for  it  by  the  Grand  Sigrior) 
Is  commonly  difpatched  in  a  little  time,  by  poifon,  or  fomc 
other  private  death;  by  thofe  who  are  intrufted  with.the  care 
of  it«.     And  thus  much  may  fuffice  for  a  ihort  iketch  of 
this  grand  pilgrimage;  there  remains  only  that  we  fubjoin  to 
It  the  promUed  detail  and  order  of  the  cavalcade,  which  guards 
,  and  efcorts  it,  and  this  the  reader  may  fee  at  one  view  uader 
the  following  note(Z). 

It 


:z2f 


*  lid.  ibid.  Vid.&al.  fop.  citat. 


(Z)  The  order  of  the  Caval- 
tade  which  efcorts  the  caravan*s 
march. 

1.  One  iron  eannt>n,  and  fix 
brafs  ones,  cacb  drawn  by  two 
horfes, 

2.  Four  frrimes,  embrbidcredj 
and  fuppof^d  t)f  leather,  drawti 
by  men  on  foot,  and  carrying 
the  powder  and  ball. 

3.  Seven  camels  laden  with 
the  provifions  of  the  Emir 
Hadge,  or  prince  of  the  pil- 
grims.    , 

I      4.  Four  perfons  mounted  on 
camels,  and  playing  upon  fomc 
'  nmiical  inftruments. 

5.  ATartavan,  or  litter,  car- 
i  tied  by  four  mules. 
■    .6.  Eight  light  litters  of  the 
^Emir  Hadge,  each  carried  by 
Jtwo  camels. 

j    7.  Seventy  camels  laden  with 
*bifcuit, 

8.,^  FoDr^en   camels  laden 
with  oil  and  butter. 
J.  Fifty  camels  laden  with 


corn,  and  one  with  two  boxes 
full  of  long  wax  candles,  for  the 
fervice  of  the  houfe  of  Mecca. 

10.  Ten  canlels  laden  with 
coiFee,  fugar,  €ff r . 

11.  Four  camels  carrying 
kitchen  atenfils. 

12.  Nine  camels  laden  with 
plates. 

1 3.  Eight  camels  laden  with 
the  kitchen  tent,  and  drefTers 
for  the  coioks. 

14.  Eighty- fix  camels  un- 
laden, belonging  to  the  Emir 
Hadge. 

15.  Twelve  others  in  the 
fame  manner,  richly  capari^ 
foned. 

id.  Sixty  more,  belonging 
to  the  Emir  Hadge. 

17.  Fifty-four  more,  ladea 
with  water. 

18.  Ten  more,  Ipaded  with 
tents. 

^19.  Eightmore,  loaded  with 
water. 

ao.  Twelve  ditto,  canylnj 
^t  each 
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Traffick  of     It  is  Dot,  however,  to  te  fuppofed,  that  the  commerce 
Egypt.      which   that  caravan  carries  on  with  Mecca ^  conflderablc 


as 


each  a  laree  box  on  t)t)th  £des, 
for  the  uie  of  the  tick  ;  two  of 
them  covered,  and  containing 
tnedicines,  atid  one  with  two 
hoards,  with  holes,  for  wafhihj^ 
the  dead  ;  all  of  them  provif 
cd  by  private  benefa^ons. 

21.  Two  camels,  on  which 
were  the  perfons  who  take  care 
of  che  ficK. 

22.  Kettle-drummers,  mount- 
ed on  camels,  and  beatiiig  on 
them.  The  fame  almoft  at  the 
«nd  of  every  ftring  of  camels, 
at  the  diftance  of  near  half  an 
hour,  follow  the  reft. 

23.  Six  camels  laden  with 
iron  frames,  in  which  they  make 
their  fire. 

24.  A  iingle  litter. 

25^  Four  loaded  camels. 

26.  Another  kcttle-d  rummer, 
mounted  on  a  camel. 

27.  Twenty  camels  unladun. 
'28.  Twenty  cafes,  with  balls 

and  powder.  On  camels. 

29.  Six  camels  laden  with 
tents  and  other  things. 

30.  Five  more  cafes  of  pow- 
der and  ball. 

31.  Ten  camels  laden  with 
water. 

3  2.  One  camel  mounted  by 
a  kettle- drummer,  Cffr. 

33.  More  cafes  of  powder 
and  ball. 

34.  A  finde  litter. 

35.  Two  loaded  camels. 
30.  Another  with  mulic. 

37,  Thhty  camels  unlS.dcn. 

38.  Ten  overfeers  of  the  wa- 
ter camels. 

%q.  Three  camels  more^  and 
a  foorth  with  mufic. 

40.  Twenty  more  with  loads. 

41.  Two  with  water. 


42.  Sixteen  water  overfeers 
on  horfeback. 

43.  Three  eaihels  mounted 
by  men. 

44.  Forty  unladen. 

45.  Four  more  cafes  of  pow- 
der and  ball 

46.  Two  cariiels  laden  widi 
water. 

47.  The  Imam,  or  bead 
Sheik,  who  is  the  chaplain  of 
the  cahvan,  and  offers  the  fa- 
crifices  on  Mount  Arafat  \  his 
garment  of  ceremony  white } 
he  carriet  a  greien  flag  with  his 
right  hand,  with  which  be 
bleifes  the  people,  by  waving  it 
gently  to  and  fro. 

48.  Eleven  camels  onladen. 

49.  1  hree  more  mounted  by 
pilgrims. 

50.  Two  others  with  mofic. 

51.  Two  mounted  by  the 
Sheiks  who  lead  the  van. 

52.  Twenty  more  withoot 
loads. 

J  3,  Twenty  laden  with  wa- 
ter, and  one  with  drums. 

54.  Ten  others  unladen. 

55.  Five  more  with  water. 

56.  The  banner  of  the  Spa- 
hes,  called  Cherites. 

57.  Thirty  of  their  body. 

58.  Twenty  Ifkiars  of  the 
fame  body,  each  having  a  plkn 
carried  before  him. 

59.  TheSardar  of djc  Sheyks, 
and  his  lieutenant. 

6b.  Some  of  his  led  hoffei* 

61.  Two  Seraches  who  (ervi 
under  him. 

62.  Twelve  flaves  on  hoHb- 
back. 

63.  Thirty  Ilkiars,  or  eldcfi 
of  them. 

64.  Fotf 
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^  It  is,  is  the  only  one  belonging  to  this  kingdom  ;  though 
it  is  allowed,  by  ^1  writers,  to  be  greatly  dSiinifhcd  from 

what 
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£4.  Four  flaves  In  coats  of 
Ipail  made  of  wire. 

6^.  Sixty  of  tke  body  called 
Titpbekiees. 

66.   One*and  twenty   other 
flaves. ' 
.  67,  Twenty  men  on  cameh. 

68.  Twelve  camels  for  the 
i]|$idar. 
^    6q.    Two     others  without 


^>: 


^.70.  Two  others  with  kettle- 
urns. 
•  71.  Seven  more  with  big- 

Jge. 

4: 72.  Fifty  of  the  body  of  the 

%iumelues. 

\   75,  Their  Sairdar. 

\   74.  Tn^enty  foldii^-?,    wkh 

ftn  flaves,  carrying  bows  and 

jjMiows^ 

I  .75.  Thirteen    camels   with 

l^en  on  {hep. 

;v  7^.  Two  with  ketde-drum* 

fsers. 

[ ,  77.  Four  laden  ones. 

78.  Two  officers  called  Oda 


75.  Two  led  horfes. 
80.    Two    Sabaderiks 


m 


\ 


tans. 

81.  Seven  (Camels  ladei^/ 

82.  Two  led  borfes. 
Sj.TwoOdafiafhas. 
84.  One  camel. 

y^  J85.  Thirty-four  Chouxes,  or 
Qieilengers  of  the  Dowan. 
i  86.  Oth«r  officers  of  it. 
I.  87.  The  officers  of  the  Emir 
fiadge,  in  the  following  order  j 
.  88«  A  Chottx,  or  mefTenger, 
Sa  black. 

89.  Three  ilandards. 

90.  Five-faddledcatnelt. 

91 .  Eight  led  hbrfes. 

92.  Two  Seraches. 
8}.  Two  Janiflarics. 


94.  Two  Eajas  of  th^  £(i^ir 
Badge, 

95.  HisHafhadar,  ox  trea* 
furcr. 

96.  Twenty,  fix  faddled  ca- 
mels. 

97.  Five  led  horfcs.^ 

98.  One  faddled  camel. 

99.  Twenty-eight   itoen  on  . 
camels,  two  of  them  playing  on 
mufical  inflruments. 

100.  Five  laden  camels. 

101.  The  body  of  the  A. 
fabs.  ^         ^  . 

102.  Their  two  Cabadericks. 

103.  Other  Oda  Bafhas. 

104.  The  flandard   of  the 
Afabs. 

105.  Thfee  ii^  Caftans^  who 
walked. 

ip6.  Three  others  in  the  ha- 
bit of  ceremony. 

X07,  The  Sardar  and'  his 
lieutenant. 
'108.  Saddled  camels. 

109.  Men  on  laden  camel?. 

110.  Players  on  inftrumente. 
Ml.  Another  body  of  Afabs. 
1 12.  Another  of  Jani&aries. 
T13.    Two    Sabaderiks    <^f 

that  body, 
,1.14.  Two  JaniiTaries* 

115.  Two  Seraches. 

1x6.  Af^andard. 

I  '•  7.  Three  men  walking  in 
Caftans. 

1 1 8i  iPhree  Janiflaries. 

119'.  Their  Sardar. 

1 20.  His  lieutenant. 

1 2 1 .  Two  Janiilaries. 

122.  Two  faddled  camels, 

123.  Thirty-four  pi^en  on  ca- 
mels. 

124.  Eight  loaded  canoels. 

1 2$.  Another  body  of  JaniC- 
faries. 


Q3 


ip6.  A 
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what  It  was  nader  their  anticnt  monarchs.    Wc  have  alrea* 
4y  mentioned  feme  pf  their  maaufafturcs  which  are  cxjjortcd 
mto  moft  parts  of  the  eaft,  bcfidcs  which,  a  very  conlidcra* 
bleihare  of  its  produft  is  likewife  exported  \x\Xo  Europe*,  viz, 
flax,  bqth  in  ramo,  combed,  and  fpnn  into  thread  ;  cottoi^ 
ipun,  callicocs  of  all  forts  and  dyes,  yellow  wax,  faffron,fai- 
na,  caffia  fugar,  and  fa.i  armoniai:.    To  all  which  we  may 
add,  a  great  variety  of  feathers,  variouflydreffed  and  wrought, 
as  well  as  an  immenfe  weight  of  coffee,  of  Mocha,  and  a  pro-* 
iligious  variety  of  other  merchandizes  and  drugs,  as  Clk?. 
and  callicoes,  fpices,  gums,  he.  from  the  Eqft-Indies,  which 
^re  yearly  landed  at  the  port  of  Suez,  by  thurty  or  forty  vef- 
fds,  and  thence  conveyed  by  the  merchants  to  Kairo^  who 
fend,  them  back  again,  laden  with  commodities  of  Europe  vA 


126,  A  ftandard-bearcr. 
1^7.  Another  in  a  Ieopard*s 
ikin. 

1 28,Onc-and-twentyChpuxes, 

129.  Tiic  Agaof  the  jievcn 
military  bodies  ;  with  filv^r 
chains  hangijog  from  their 
Jiorfes  bridges  to  their  brcaft- 
pUtes.  .  ■ 

130.  Twelve  Bey s>  and  be- 
fore eadh  two  Shatirs  to:  blue; 

131.  TheTrogoman  Aga.    . 

132.  The  mute  Scrica  Ba-^ 


150. 
151. 
152. 

153- 


Jhge; 
134- 


Hie  guards. 
Tlie'ChciDftcr  Cajsi.  » 
The  Chauxes  guards, 
AH  the   attendants  of 
the  EnJirHadge,  "     . 

^37*  Eig^t  Janifla»e»  inthc 
J\abit  of  ceremony, 
•    1 3  § .  four  officers  of  the  Bs^- 
&^. 

''    I J9.  Four  Janiflaries. 
140.  .Ailandafd. 
1 41  •  Two  more  after  that^ 
t42.  Four  Jra6  Sheika.     : 
t4J.  T)vomad  Sheiks,  bare • 
headland  jn  white iliirts.   : 
/    1 44.  The  Emir  Hadge,  rich- 
ly mpunted  and  drefled,  attend* 
cd'by'   "    ■'•  '  ^''r    '^-i'- 
^  .'4  45 .  AhpuJt  40  foldicf 5f,     I 


J  4.6,  Two  Janiflaries. 

t47.TheKaja  of  the  Do- 
wan, 

148*  Si:?ty  flavcs  with  bow| 
and  arrows. 

149.  Two  Imams. 
FcjiT  led  horfes. 
Three  ftandard^. 
A  band  of  mufic. 
Four  led  camels. 

154.  Twenty-fix  ladeo. 

15  c;  Two  men  on  camels;  < 

1 56.ThcSheikiof  thcmoftjr' 
followed,  by  feveral  compatu^ 
of  tradefmen,  tvith  their  &s^ 
ards,  fome  of  them  daodsf^ 
the  fishermen  carrying  fifli  1^ 
ferperits,  pobably  eelf^  tiedil 
the  endsof  their  iiihing-rods.  t 

157.  Four'Chouxifs  of  A 
Dowan. 

15SI   Sixteen  JaniiTaries 
their  high  drefs*    • 
•    159:  The  Sheik  called  (Vf 
/anL  • 

1 60.  iThe  great  llandard  car* 
ried  by  a  proper  officer,  jno«i«^| 
eiionacameL 
',  16 1.  Five  camels,  three 
them  with  long  trappings,  ricb^ 
ly  embroidered. 

1 62  'J  he  pavilion,  or  cover* 
ing,  as  defcnbed  above. 
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Egyjt  ^  Thffe  fliips  go  no  fartW  ftom  Su^  thaij  to  Gedda 
on  the  eaft  of  the  Red  Sea,  near  the  city  of  Mecca,  from  ' 
whence  they  return  loadenwlth  coffee,  frankkicenfe,  and 
fomc  Indian  and  Perjian  commodities,  the  richeft  and  moft 
valuabk  of  them  being  brought  to  Kaho  by  the  cara^^n,  as 
we  have  hinted  already.  There  is  one  misFortutie  that  of- 
ten attends  them  on  that  fea,  which  is,  that  they  muft  fet  out 
from  Geddd  in  the  Hamfeen  ifeafon,  that  is,  50  days  before  the 
ijuddle  of  May,  when  the  fouth  wind  ufually  blows,  and,  if 
they  chance  to  be  too  late,  muft  wait  another  year  ;  and 
when  thofc  winds  fail  them,  are  often  forced  to  ftay  a  whol4 
twelvemonth  in  fome  forry  and  Inconvenient  harbour  ^. 

Besides  thofe  fhips  already  mentioned,  there  are  other* 
which  bring  the  coffee  from  Fezeka,  in  Arabia  Felix,  among 
'  ^hich  there  are  five  or  fix  belonging  to  the  EngUfb  and 
i  Trench,  and  are  continually  employed  in  that  branch.  Five 
lof  thdfe  fhips  which  come  to  Sttet  belong  to  the  Grand  Sig- 
i  nor,  and  the  reft  to  private  merchants.  Every  bag  of  eoffci 
[weighs between  three  and  four  hundred  pounds,  and  pays  30 
I giedios  whea  it  comes  from  Fazaka  (A).  It  muft  be  obferved,  C»i«. 

here. 
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^  Mailimt,  Norden,  &  al, 
|ii.  c.  I,  &  al.  fap.  citat. 

(A)  A  medin  is  a  fmall  piece 
^  money  about  thebignefs  of  a 
j^rer  three- pence,  and  of  the 
Mue  of  three  of  our  farthingi, 
'^  that  30  of  them  amount  to 
Mmething  l^fs  ti]iai»  two  ihil- 
m%i,  Mf.Noffden  cHh  this  a 
liver  Koxni  hut  it  is  morelikelyy 
|fom  its  vaJue  and  bignefs,  to  be 
jwily,  as  J^r.  Focock  iayi,  of  iron 
6r  brafs,  filvered  over  (19). 
however,  it  is  by  this  that  they 
vtckoQ  tbe-Yalae  of  their  otl^r 


"PococK,  ubi  fup.  lib* 


Thas  their  fendoocli,  whidi 
is  the  largefl  of  their  gold 
corns,  is  vdued  at  146  medics; 
knd  their  genzerli,  and  mah;* 
lab,  two  lefibr  pieces  of  tbe 


fame  n^tal,  are  valued  at  1  iq 
inedins  each. 

They  make  ufe.Iikcwife  in 
commerce  of  an  imaginary  pi-p 
ailer,  valued  at  fixty  medio s,  if 
there  be  not  fome  error  crept 
into  the  French  edition,  with  re* 
fped  to  the  figures;  Vanjlfk 
reckoning  the  pia^erat  30»aB4 
Mr^  Savory  at  3^  medins  (20), 

As  for  the  European  ^n^ 
which  goes  current  iie^e,  whe« 
ther  geI4  or  fiiver^  it  rifes  and 
faUfii  according  as  iti  hsis  ]q(| 
more  or  lefs  of  «s  in|rinfic 
weight,  or  the  iiuduation  of 
the  common  exchaog^.  And 
here  we  <:annot  but  obierve  on« 
misfoituoe  which  ac^^nds   thf 


(^)  Conf.  Jwrneyhto  Egypt ^  vol,  i.  p,  66,  Ertg-  tJtt,  %v(*,  Ptcotk,  mkifup. 


■O-i 


commercift 
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Coffe$  Aivi/hcreybjthe^wayythat  tho' the  exportation  of  coffee  and  rice  obi  . 
rid  forbid oi  the  Turkijh  dominions  is  ablolutely  forbidden ;  yet  is  that 
foHtX'  prohibition  eafiiy  eluded  by  fuitable  prefents,  fo  that  great 
f^*'^^r  guantiti^  of  both  arp  browght  thence  into  Europe^  in  fpite 
of  th^t  f^vere  prohibition  ;  and  this  is  fo  much  the  more  re- 
nuprkable,  with  refpeA  to  th^  former^  becaufe  i(  is  not,  like 
the  latter,  which  grows  he^e  ia  great  plenty,  a  natural 
plant  of  this  country,  but  is  in^portfid  from  Temcn^  and  other 
parts  of  Arabia  and  Africa,  There  hj|ve  been  frequent  at- 
tempts made  to  reconcile  it  to  the  Egyptian  foil  ^nd  dunate^ 
but  all  to  nopurpofe,  though  it  thriven  fq  well  in  Upper Ethi- 
^ia,  from  w}ienc^  it  is  affirmed  to  have  been  orjginally  traof- 
planted  into  Arabia.  What  is  worth  our  obfervation  is,  that 
the  y/i^i^ni^xnj  and  y^r^zi^/ make  their  infufion,  not  oftheroafied 
berries,  but  the  fliellsj  or  capfules,  which  inclofe  them,  and 
efteem  it  much  tnoiic  reviving  and  delightful  than  that  from 
ibebcn7*(B),       ^   ^  -  y    -       ■  ..  -    ■   ■■ 

f  MAlL^BTf  ubi  &p. 


cpxnineree  of  thii  country ;  viz. 
Uktyi<ws  commonly  obtain  the 
privilege  of  coining/ and  en- 
joy that  of  the  coinipoh  ex- 
change, in  both  which  brai^ches 
fhey  commonly  prove  great 
ches^ts.  A  much  more  danger* 
bus  abnfe  they  are  guilty^  of 
with  relatioin  to  the  richeft  and 
lineft  drugs,'  gams,  f^c.  of  jfra^ 
hiay  efiiecially  thofe  of  the  me« 
dicim^  Itirid,  npne  of  which 
efcape  being  by  feme  means 
adulterated, '  counterfeited,  or 
contaminated,  that  go  througH 
their  hands  ;  paVticuUrly  the 
fenna,  WhicU  the  Batha  allows 
them  the  ibie  privilege  of  (guy- 
ing. It  n  comiAoniy  granted 
to  one  perfon  only,  who  is  alAf 
obliged' to  porchafe  ill  that  is 
Wought  to  •Kair^s  no  one  elfe 
being  permitted  to  do  fo  but 
%ti    aftek  which  one  En^lifi 


merchant  only  19  ^Ipwfd  tq 
buy  It  of  him  i  by  which  meaas, 
the  price  is  cohfiderably  ad- 
vanced from  a  hundred  medins, 
or  about  1 2  ftillings,  the  nfual 
price  of  a'cam^l  load  of  ft,  at 
theiirfthand(2  0. 

'  (Bl  Our  author  ^df ,  that  the 
Arabs  caX\  ih^htrty  Biaii^  and 
when  roailed,  ground,  or  in* 
fufed,  they  give  it  the  name  of 
Caboney  or,  a^  I>'fl^r4^/o/ writes 
it,  Caho*vih  \  Which  is  their  ge- 
neral name  for  all  potable  11* 
quors,  though  moft  particularly 
for  this  asthem^ftefteexned  and 
ill  vogue  amongft  them  (22). 
Prom  hence  the  namb  of  cofiee 
is  not  only  paffed  into  Europe^ 
bom  the  fimrlitade  of  the  afpi- 
l^ation  h  Xfi  our  gh  or  /,  but 
hath  been' ipdifcrimini^tely  giv- 
en hot  bnly  ^  the  infufipn,  btlt 
to  the  berry  and  the  plant. 


(aa)  UfaiUtt,  vHfitp,   Sn  ti/k 
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Thb  chief  impoj^  are  Englijb,  French^  and  Venetian  Im^ru. 
cloths,  filks  from  Leghorn  and  Venice^  fome  drugs  and 
dyes,  tin  from  England,  lead  and  marble  blocks  from  Italy ^ 
great  variety  of  fmall  wares  from  France,  Venice,  and  Corijian^ 
timple,  and  from  this  laft  furs,  and  all  forts  of  copper  veflels, 
aad  plates  tinned  over,  which  are  much  in  ufe.  All  their 
Iron  is  brought  thithet  from  Salonica  in  Turkijb  fhips,  to  pre* 
vent  its  being  exported  out  of  the  7ttr*^i&^  empire,  which  is 
likewiie  forbidden.  Several  of  the  Barbaty  woollen  manufac- 
lures  are  likewife  imported  hither  ;  and  carpets  from  Afia 
Minor,  and  great  quantities  of  coral  and  aniber,  are  ^(b 
Wought  hither  to  be  fent  to  Mecca,  to  be  wrought  into  a  va- 
jicty  of  ornaments  and  other  toys.  There  is  likewife  a  con- 
fiderable  commerce  between  Upper  and  Lower  Egypt,  tijf 
Iffhich  each  fupplies  what  the  other  wants.  But  all  thefe  put  q^^  ^f 
together  come  vaftly  fhort  of  what  it  was  wont  to  be  before  itignat 
ibe  way  to  the  Eajt-Indies  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  decxy. 
found  out,  when  it  enjoyed  a  much  greater  ihare  of  it,  by 
landing  all  Indian  and  Per/ian  goods  at  Cqffir,  on  the  Red 
Sea,  and  bringing  them  by  land  to  Kept,  or'  Coptas,  in  four' 
i  3ays,  and  thence  conveying  them  to  Alexandria,  whence  they 
Tthey  were  difpcrfcd  through  all  parts  of  Europe  by  the  Vgne^ 
tians  and  Florentines.  This  inland  traffick,  whether  by  ca- 
pvans  or  upon  the  Mle,  is  moreover  greatly  obftrufted  by 
the  y/nld  Arabs,  thofc  efpeduUy  who  dwell  oil  the  moun- 
tains  oppofite  to  El  Guzoo,  a  moft  dreadful  fort  of  robbers, 
who  plunder  all  that  fall  in  then:  way,  cither  by  land  or 
water;  and,  though  not  very  numerous,  and  continually 
purfued  In  their  inroads  by  the  bey  of  Girge,  do  yet  prove  too 
pong  to  be  diflodged  from  their  rocky  habitations,  from 
which  they  are  continually  infefting  the  navigation  of  that 
river,  whilft  others  of  the  fame  cxtraft  and  profeilion  do  the 
^e  to  the  caravans  f)y  land. 

\  Notwithstanding  all  thefe  inconveniendes,  and  the  Somecpg^ 
lofs  of  fp  conriderable  a  branch,  it  is  ftiU  found  to<»rry  on  nofi&raiU 
iQConfid^rable  4iare  "of  that  traffick ;  for  though  the  Etiro-  ^^^^* 
f^ans  h^vq  foun4  out  a  much  eafier  and  expeditious  way  fotjy-^j" 
their  own,  yet  by  thatof  £"5^//  aU  Turkey  and  Barbary  ikxk^^^^  * 
furniflied  Vitb  ajl  thofe  Indian- zxii  Perjian  goods,  by  means 

i'jf  the  navigation  that  is  ftill  kept  up  by  the  Turkijb^  vefiets 
rom  Surat  to  Mocha,  and  efpecially  with  im£an  muilins,  and 
I  fthcr  fine  linens,  filta,  <3c*  •  -  - 

j  .    ■  -    . 

*  NoRDEKf,  ubi  fup.  MAFtitT,  uW  fup.  PococK,  ubi.  fap. 
|ib.iv.c  3.  Vj^nsteli  ^al,  '      ».        ^ 
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ThCIR  commerce  with  Jfui  is  flill  greater,  which  is  car* 
ricd  on  by  the  caravans,  which  come  yearly  hither  laden  with 
the  richeil  commodities  from  thence,  and  which  ar«conveye() 
to  Kairo  by  that  branch  of  the  Nile  which  falls  into  the  Me- 
diierraneofi,  near  the  port  of  Damiata,  as  we  have  hinted  a 
little  higher ;  which  commerce  confining  of  conftant  and 
mutual  imports  and  exports  of  the  moft  vamable  commodities 
io  and  from  Mecca]  and  other  parts  of  ^rabia^  Syria,  Pale/: 
)ine,  &c.  muft  of  cour&  be  ftlU  very  conftderable  and  advaa* 
iagepus  »/ 
CfmrniTfi      We  need  not  repeat  here  what  hath  been  already  pbfervcd 
wi/^  £a-of  that  which  is  cairried  on  at  Rofetto,  on  the  other  branch 
xofe.        of  the  Niky  a  vaft  quantity  and  variety  of  goods  froo>  Eng* 
land,  France,  Germany,  and  other  par^  pf  Euroj^,    But 
there  is  ftijl  another  no  lefe  advantageous,  though  lefs  repp; 
jtable  branch,  carried  on  between  that  port  and  the  cities  of 
WtthQofi^  ConSantinople,  ajid  Salatia  in  JnaUlia,  confifting  of  white 
.ftantino-    ana  black  llaves  of  bqth  fexes,  which  are  yearly  fold  or  ex- 
plcy*      changed  ia  prodigious  numbers,  the  former  of  which  arc 
nuhite  M$id}Qxo\x^t  hither  from  thofc  two  cities,  and  the  latter  fcnt 
^^^^        hence  to  themi     The  greatpft  p^r^  of  the  latter,  which  one 
/*^''^«       fees,  whether  niales  or  feniales,  not  pnly  in  the  feraglio,  of 
in  the  city  and  fubjxrbs,  but  alfo  in'alj  Turkey,  being  convey: 
Gr^at       jed  thither  from  Egypt*    Both  forts  are  fold  at  a  high  price, 
price  gi^'  but  the  whites,  which  are  brought  hither  in  exchange  for  the 
en  for  the  blacks,  are  fet  up  at  a  higher  value,  efpecially  thofe  that  are 
farmer,      young,  handfome,   and  well-fhaped   of  either  fex.    The 
loweft  price  they  commonly  bring  is  200  crowns  ;  'and  ther^ 
have  been  thofe  of  the  female  kind,  ^yhofe  bi^auty  bath  cof{ 
the  purchafers  as  far  as  2000  or  3090  crowns  T. 
Traffck     *    Wk  have  lately,  as  well  as  in  a  foregoing  chapteir,  takeij 
^ith  'va-  hoticj^  of  feveral  caravans  which  travel  through  dreadful  bar- 
riw«Afri-^gjj  defarts  from  Fez,  Morocco,  Algiers,  Tunis,  and  Tripofy 
^f'"   into- if^/^j  with  great  variety  of  the  commodities  of  their 
\  own  countries,  and  appear  ^i Kairo  in  a  moft  ftrange  variety 

.  of  dreires',ahd  complexions^  fome  of  which  fpend  l)etweci^ 
feven  and  eight  months  in  that  Journey.'  Among  thofe  nu- 
merous nations,  there  are  two  who  have  fomething  curious 
and  worth  taking  notice  of  in  their  way  of  traffick  and  beha: 
viour  ;  the  one  is  that  of  the  Croys  (C),  who  bring  thither 
.  •  goM 

*  MAiLLiT,VANSLEB,PococK,&aLfup.  citat.        y  Mailt 
lET,  ubifup.  lett.  13.  Perry,  &  al. 

(C)  They  are  faid  to  be  fitu-     the  ifland  of  PhrafantSyV^  the 
ate  -on  the  coall,  over-againft    Atlantic  oztTiXt,  and  are  fo  af- 

fe^lei 
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gold  duft,  a^d  exchange  it  for  an  equal  weight  of  film,  -^ixh^ 
Which  they  purchafe  copper  veffels,  cutlery  wOrk,  and  pther 
twnkcts,  and  in  particular  fome  fort  of  fea  (hells,  whicli 
pifs  current  amongft  them  inftead  of  coin  *. 

The  other  nation,  whofe  name,  country,  arid  wares,  our  AjmpJmt 
authcM'  doth  not  mention,  are  fiill  morte  Angular  in  ^b^ir  v^py  •/ 
vfiy  of  commerce,  they  ftiffly  refufing  to  conclude  a  barg^i^  commefttm 
mh  their  chapmen,  let  them  offer  ever  fo  fair  and  advantage- 
ous an  exchange,  till  they  havebecnfoundly  thralhcd  with  a 
bali?s  pizzle ;  after  which  they  are  all  compliance,  and  coinc 
immediately  to  an  agreement.    O^r  author  adds,  that  he 
never  was  prefent  at  any  of  thefe  bargains,  but  it  broughtt 
the  Mufcovitijb  difcipline  of  the  hufbands  on  their  fubmiflivc     '" 
wves,  of  which  we  have  given  the  origin  in  a  fojrmcr  part  of 
this  work  %  into  his  mind. 

^^rPTprefervesftill  one  confiderable  branch  by  the  wayofTi*.^«fr 
theMfe,  both  with  the  great  and  opulent  empire  oiEtmpiu,  ral  hrwi* 
and  other  inland  parts  oiJfrica,  which  is  no  lefs  coniiderable.^^'  ^f 
than  thofe  we  have  mentioned  ;  it  confifting  in  gold  duft,  ^^  ^ 
elephants  teeth,  ebony,  and  other   commodities  we  have    *''^* 
fpokenof  in  a  preceding  chapter  *,  and  {hall  have  occafion  to. 
mention  in  the  hiftory  oi  JblJJinia.   For  though  thefe  feldom 
trade  fo  far  out  of  their  own  country,  yet  they  drive  a  large 
traffick  of  thofe  commodities  with  the  Nubians^  whom  they 
call  Barbarians^  and  who  tranfport  them  from .  thence  into 
Egyft  by  their  caravans,  which  chiefly  confift  of  merchants, 
as  they  ftyle  themfelves,  though  fo  poor  and  wretched,  that 
the  greater  part  of  them,  at  their  arrival  at  kairo^  appear 
all  in  rags,  an4  fome  of  them  almoft  naked,  and  fo  eihaci* 
ated  by  the  heats  and  fatigues  of  that  long  journey  through 

*  lid.  ibid.  «  Anc.  Hift.  vol.  vi.  p.  91.  in  fin.  not.  (K)* 

^  Maillet,  PocpcK,  Ferry,  &  al.  ubi  fup, 

fcftcd  with  the  bad  air  of  Kai-  what  we  have  before  faJd  of  the 

ro,  and  the  unfavoury  fmell  of  narrownefs  and  dirtincfs  of  its 

^hc  place,  that  they  are  ufually  flreets,and  of  the  many  ftagnated 

taken  notice  of  for  their  going  waters,  dried  canals,  and  other  • 

along    the    flreets  with    their  difagreeable  and   unwh«lfome 

mouths  ;^nd  nofes  mufHed  up,  (teams   in  and   about  it  (23), 

as  in  the  Virn'e  of  peftilence  ;  will  not  be  at  a  Ipfs  for  a  better 

which  difagreeable  fcent  our  apology  for  thefeCr^j,i^homay,, 

^Dthor  afcribes  to  the  v^fl  quan  in  all  likelihood,  be  accuftomed* 

tides  of  iiih'  confumed  in  that  to  a  much  fweeter  air,  and  more . 

t!ty,and  commonly  fried  inoil.  moderate  climate  (24). 

This  may  be  one  caufe  ^  but  .  " 

■         -  *    •'  /'■'  '. 

(*3)  Mcifict,  ulijup.  Utter  ij,  (24)  Snbiforijf.^S^,  VM* 

'.>  '      '  ''  \  I      .  .     .  rocky 
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r<^ky  and  barren  defarts»  and  in  want  of  all  Qeceflaria  of 
itte»  that  they  might  more  more  calily  pafs  for  a  reg^meni 
pf  poor  ftarved  flaves,  than  for  men  who  drive  fo  ridi  aad  r 
fconfiderable  a  commerce ;  there  being  fcarcdy  a  year  in  f 
which  there  doth  not  one  of  two  of  thefe  qiravans  arrivp  \ 
at  this  metropolis  riphly  laden,  from  thefc  parts,  opt  paly 
with  gold  duft^  mufic,  amber,  and  variety  of  rich  gums,  but 
^me  thoufandspf  black  (laves,  which  are  fold  in  Egypt y  oa« 
with  another,  for  between  80  and  100  crowns  *".     Thcfe,  a^ 
well  as  the  white  ones  which  arc  broujght  hither  from  Turkey^ 
are  dtlbributed  into  feveral  large  houfes  called  dP^iV/Zi,  and  be- 
longing to  that  particular  Bazar,  or  market,  the  blacks  on  one 
fide  of  the  houle,   the  whites  op  the  other,  where  they  are  ■ 
exppfed  to  (ale.    There  are  feveral  other  Bazars  iji  itifiro,  th« 
.  two  moft  confiderable  of  which,  next  tp  tbato£  the  flaves, 
^  are  the  Camilli,  or  mercers  cji^ngc,  and  xh^Satamin,  which  is 

that  of  the  druggifts   in  whiph  Yaft  are  fold  vaJft  quantities  pf 
yellow  amber,  in  l^ge  facks  and  boxes,  and  of  the  bignefsof 
one's  fift,  fom^  larger  and  fome  lefs.    Thefe  are  afterwards 
vrrought  into  variety  of  trinkets,  ofpecially  beads,  whi(;h 
the  Turks  make  u/e  of  tp  tell  the  number  of  thpir  prayers. 
Among  the  varions  other  drugs  belonging  to  this  Bazar, 
which  we  have  no  room  to  (^numerate,  is  the  famous  poiv- 
Fst  tr&f'  <'***>  ^  ??^?*^i  called  Hannah^  pr  jil-ilajina,  i|i  great  vogue 
/fi  o/tti^^d  efleein  in  all  thefe  faftem  coui^trips,  and  whiph  is  made 
fowder  o/vfc  of  both  by  men  and  wpmei},  to  paint  their  hands  and  feet  j 
Al-Han-  the  revenue  pf  which,  we  are  told,  amounts  to.  i8,qoo  du- 
*»*•  cat?  d^  *     *  ' 

There  are  here  feveral  markets  for  cattle,  and  in  partipur 
lar  for  horfes  (D},  and  a  vaft  con^merce  might  be  made  of 

them, 

*  Maillet,^  al.  ubi  fup.  ?  La  Croix  Afrk.  par| 

i,  e- 5«fej^*$*  Maillet,^  al. 

(D)  It  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  than  ufe,  and  for  the  moft  part 

*that  t|ie  hofies  of  ^gyPt  are  fpoled,  lamed,  and  gouty,  by 

vtry  bes^utiftil,  flei^t,  and  more  being  mounted  too  early,  and 

fkihythanthofeof5/jriiiry,and  rbde  too  furioufly,  as  is  the  fa- 

^ould   confeqnently  be  more  ihicii  among  them,  and  often 

admired  in  Europe  t^ah  they,  defignedly,  in  order  to  prevent 

They  have  them  of  two  breeds;  the  great  officers  coveting  theii? 

«9/s.  the  Arabian  and  Egyptian^  for  their  beauty  i  fo  that  thofe 

both  finely  ihaped,  limbed,  and  which  have    efcaped  that  ill; 

ef  various  colours  $  but  the  for-  ufage,     bear    an   extravagant 

mer  are  more  ftrong  and  fiery,  price  at  Conjiantinofle  \  whither, 

and  the  latter  more  fit  for  (hew  in  fpite  of  their  icarcity,  tbey 
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them,  cooid  tlie  Egyptians  be  prevailed  upon  to  let  them  be  Sxporu-' 
exported  out  ofthe7«rA£^  dominions;  but  that  is  what^t^^e^ 
hath  been  often  tried  in  vab*  by  the  £uro/>eans  ;  neither  ^f/'^fir* 
merchants,  nor  eveh  confuls,  having  been  able  to  obtain  l^ve  ^'^* 
to  export  one  of  them;  even  the  Bafha  himfclf  is  afraid  to 
grant  fuch  a  favour,  though  fo  highly  bribed  for  it,   for 
fear  of  caufing  an  infurrcftion  among,  the  people.      The  Egypti- 
tnithis,  that  they  are  fo  tenacious  of  their  antient  cuftoms,  ans  ttna^ 
ttat  it  is  with  great  difficulty  they  are  brought  to  fiifi^r  any  chus  pf 
rf  their  merchandizes  to  be  exported  into  Euro/>e ;  iqfo-  ^^«>  •^ 

•  much  that  the  Akxandrians^  we  are  told,  rofe  up  in  arms  ^^fi^m, 
I  It  the  firft  bale  of  coftee  which  was  put  on  board  for  Mar- 
.JeiUes  *;  though  they  have  fince  been  prevailed  upon,  by  pro- 

))er  bribes,  to  wink  at  thofe  vaft  quantities  wliich  are  now 
I  exported  in  fpite  of  the  Porte's  levere  prohibitions-  of  it, 
I' However,  we  do  not  find  that  the  like  hath  been  attempted  rt^^a^ 
f  by  any  Europeans  with  refpeft  to  horfes,  which  they  will  ^^/^. 
f  not  fuffer  any  chrifUans  to  ride  on^  except  the  confuls,  either  ^^  ^^  „-^' 
{in  this  or  any  of  the  gr^t  cities  in  the  Turkijb  domini-^;,^y^^, 
'ons'. 

.    Wb  have  already  hinted  fomething  of  the  Egyptian  and  '^rmfick  tm 
I  Turkijb  traffick  carried  on  by  the  Ned  Sea,  by  a  fmall  fleet  ^^  ^^ 

•  of  about  30  or  40  veflels,  belonging  moftly  to  the  Grand  ?f*  ^f^' 
^Signor,  and  the  great  inconveniencies  it  is  frequently  ex-     ^Jf  ^  . 

i  pofed  to;  all  which  might  not  only  be  prevented,  but  thatf^^^'^* 
i^  commerce  greatly  improved,  if  rightly  condufted  ;  and  if  ^ 
i  thofe  veflels  were  better  armed,  manned,  and  equipped^ 
;  and  proper  car^  was  taken  to  have  fome  men  of  war  kept 
there  for  the  fecurity  of  their  navigation  to  and  from  Pet^^^ 
^  aad  India  to  Kairo,  by  which  me^jxs  that  n^etropolis  would 

j     ^  Mai  LIST,  lett  13.  'Pocock,  lib.  i.  c.  z.  Maillbt^ 

;&al.mult. 

}  are  fent  yearly  in  great  nam*  o«s  and  ufeful.  and  bcicome  an 

I  ben,  fome  by  commiflion,  but  advantageous  branch  of  com« 

;  moftly  m  presents  to  the  court  merce ;  but  that  hath  not  hi- 

i  by  the  Bamas  and  great  officers  therto  been,  nor  is  likely  to  be, 

f  to  their    friends   and  patrons  obtained  from  the  Porte ;   and^ 

^  there.  Had  the  Europeans  leave  without  a  fpecial  catelherif  fioa 

to  buy  th^m  before  they  are  hence»   it  would  be  not  only 

fit  to  be  mounted,  and  to  rear  in  vain,  but  dangerous,  to  at* 

them  up  in  a  better  way  for  ex-  tempt  it  (24),  fox  the  tiMiogkt 

fortation,  it  is  probable  they  iilleged  above. 

waaU  f«oa  grow  more  numer- 

(M^)  MtiUit,  Ptetek,  4t  el.  nhipfi 

become 
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^3^  Th  Maiern  Hi/fbry     ^         B.XVl; 

•  '  'bcfcrtPfie  thfc  grand  mart  and  magaane  of  all  flie  rkheft  com- 
snodittes  of  thefc  countries,  from  whidi  they  fiiight  be  dif- 
jpcrfed  through  all  Europe  at  a  mirch  eafier  and  cheaper  rate. 
It  is  happy  therefore  for  tbie  niaritimt  f&tcs  in  Europe  that 
the  Qthman  court  b  either  fo  blindly  inattentive  or  negligeut 
in  fb  Important  a  point,  which,  if  duly  attended  to>  muft, 
in  a  /hort  time,  inevitably  ruin  their  whole  Bdji-India  trade, 
but  whichj  for  that  reafon,  they  have  cauf«  to  wilh  it  never 

jAtiqmfy  'WTe  fliould  now  cbncluifc  this  long,  but  curious  and  im* 
wmimfFfttU  poftaoft  article,  with  a  fhort  Account  of  thofe  beneficial  cara- 
mfi  ^  vans,  which,  in  fpitc  of  the  great  decay  which  this  new 
commerce  into  Judea  hath  cauted  to  this  of  Egypt ^  do  ftill 
eontribute  fo  largely  towards  its  fupport.  *But  as  we  have 
ID  fome  meafurc  defcribed  the  mercantile  one  in  a  preceding 
chapter,  aftd  the  religious  one  to  Mecca  in  this,  we  /hall 
conJ3ne  what  we  have  further  to  fay  of  thofe  of  Egypt  td 
fome  few  particulars  which  have  not  been  yet  taken  no- 
tice of,  but  which  we  hope  our  readers  will  not  think  im- 
pertinent to  the  fubjeft  we  are  upon,,  as  to  the  method  in 
which  they  are  carried  on  and  conducted  forwards  and  back- 
wards, and  their  way  of  bringing  up  and  accuftoming  their 
camels  (the  chief  beaft  of  burden  ufed  in  themj  to  tliofe  long 
snd  fatiguing  marches,  through  fandy  and  barren  defaru, 
with  fo  little,  and  fometimes  with  no  fuflenance  of  food  or 
water  for  days  and  weeks. 

.  We  need  not  here  obferve,  that  the  defire  of  gain,  joined 
to  the  difficulties  and  dangers  from  wild  j^rabs^  wild  beads, 
and  other  accidents,  in  fuch  long  voyages,  gave  the  firftrife 
to  thefe  caravans,  which  are  no  other  than  an  aflbciation  of 
a  number  of  merchants  and  travellers  bound  to  the  fame 
place  or  country  ;  and  tht  Antiquity  of  them,  even  from  the 
time  of  the  patriarchs  **,  is  more  than  fufficient  to  demonftrate 
the  ufefulnefs  and  neccflity  of  them  in  thofe  iiot  and  barren 
climates;  and,  indeed,  without  fuch  aflbdations,  no  commerce 
of  fuch  lengths  and  difficulties  could  be  carried  on;  but%hea 
once  a  certain  number  of  merchants  have  joined  themfelvesin 
this  defign,  fixed  their  place  of  rendezvous,  the  time  of  their 
departure,  and  taken  all  other  neceffary  precautions  and  helps 
fcr  conveniencies,  fafcty,  and  difpatch,  experience  fhews 
what  maybe  performed  by  them,  what  long  and  barren  de- 
ferts  may  be  eroded,  what  difficulties  and  dangers  may  be 
formounted,  and  what  rich  and  extenfive  commerce  may  ^ 

t  Idem,  ibid.  ^  Vid.  int.  al.Geneiis  xxxvii.  25.  &  f^^* 

carried 
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C.  ^  ^/ Egypt-  2^Sf 

cSirricd  on,  and  with  what  vaft  and  diffiifire  benefit  they  maj 
be  managed  to  and  from  the  remoteft  countries. 

We  have  already  hinted  ivhat  commodities  thefc  of  Afric 
carry  into  Egypt y  fome  of  which,  as  elephants  teeth,  ebony,  ^ 
and  other  kinds  of  wood,  tho'  of  heavy  and  cumberfome  car- 
riage, as  wdil  as  the  water  and  provifions  which  th^  arc  obliged 
to  take  with  them,  even  to  wood  for  fuel,  are,  ncvcrtherefs,a« 
much  a  part  of  their  cargo,  as  the  goH  dnft^  gums,  and 
other  richer  commodities ;  and  for  this  the  divine  Provi- 
dence hath  amply  provided  thofe  countries  with  plenty  of 
camels,  a  bcaft  exaftly  fitted  for  fuch  burdens,  and  fuch 
other  fatigues  as  neceflarily  attend  this  painful  way  of  tra- 
TelHng,  and  fo  docile  and  patient,  that,  with  a  little  care  m 
the  bringing  them  up,  they  are  taught  to  carry  very  heavy 
and  cumberfome  burdens  through  thefe  fandy  and  barren  dc- 
farts,  over  long  ridges  of  mountains,  both  hard  and  crag* 
gy,  and  with  a  fcorching  fun  over  *  their  heads,  without 
that  conftant  rcfrefliment  of  food,  drink,  and  in  fome  cafes 
of  even  reft  (E),  for  want  of  which,  horfes,  mules,  and  other 
beafls  of  burden,  would  expire,  in  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  the 
time  that  they  continue  without  it. 

The  method  commonly  taken  to  rear  them  up  to  this  ^ow  ri- 
wretched  fervitude  from  the  beginning'  is,  by  keeping  them  J'^^  ^ 
muzzled  from  fucking,  firft  for  half,  then  for  a  whole  day,^'^^]^ 
and  fo  longer  by  degrees  to  five  or  fix  days ;  they  nexr^ 
train  them  up  to  crouch  on  their  bellies  whilft  they  are  lading^  roftuats* 
and  unlading;  and,  when  fit  to  go  with  a  caravan,  they  pre-* 
pare  them  for  their  fliort  allowance  by  a  gradual  faft  front 
inetofeven  days';  after  which  they  are  fit  to  undertake  the 

(E)  This  faft  we  add,  becaufc  with  their  burden  on  theirback, 

it  often  happens,   that    thefe  which  is  feldom  lefs  bnt  often 

poor  yet  ufefol  creatares,  either  above  500  pounds  weight,  till  1 

by  ill  ufage,  being  over- bur-  the  caravan  begins  to  march^ 

dened,  or  fatigued,  or,  through  and  they  are  forced  to  follow  in 

fome  hurt  in  their  feet,  legs,  that  difmal  plight,  till  (which  it 

and  fuch-like  accidents,  con-  often  the  cafe)  their  flrength 

trad  Aich  weaknefs  and  torpors  being  quite  exhaufted,  they  fink 

over  all  their  limbs,  that,  were  under  their   mifery,    and  are 

they  allowed  to  He  down  to  eafcd  of  their  burden,  which  i*  .  I 

reft,  they  would  become  fo  ftiff  immediately  divided   between 

ks  not  to  be  able  to  rife  or  pur-  fome  of  their  companions,  whe-      ..  '< 

fae  their  journey  ;  upon  which  ther  able  to  bear  it  or  not,  and 

account   ^ey  are   obliged  to  they  left  to  expire  in  the  burn*  1 

keep  them  moving  and  walk-  ing  fands,  or  be  devoured  alive  \ 

i^g  about  the  encampment^  by  birdsorbeallsof|>rey  (24).  j 

(24)  Mdiltet,  Granger^  Px9ek,  et  al.  uhifuf, 

journ^.  I 
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MO  the  Modem  tiifiofy  fi.X.Vi 

journey.    They  travel  but  flowly,  feidom  above  20  mUes  a 

day,  but  make  amends  for  it  by  the  weight  they  carry,  and 

the  fniail  pittance  that  is  allowed  to  them,  as  Well  as  by  the 

trouble  they  fave  dietr  drivers  from  loading  and  unloading! 

l)elng  moftly  accuik)med  to  Heep  with  their  batdens  on  their 

jiitujhm-  backs.    ,We  lately  obfervcd  the  difmal  plight  which  thofe 

tiu  carry  that  went  with  the  caravan  of  'Mecca  commonly  came  back 

^■•^       in,  at  the  end  of  100  days  ;  though  they  commonly  fare  bct- 

tmrdimu    |gr  during  their  journey  than  thofe  we^u-efpcakingof,  whofe' 

journey  being  much  longer  and  more  painful,  muft  not  be 

cxpeAed  to  return  in  better  cafe,  nor  to  have  their  painful 

iervices  meet  with  a  kinder  return,  than  they;  that  is,  io  be 

turned  out  to  ftarve  on  fome  of  the  adjacent  defarts.     Such 

is  the  unnatural  ingratitude  of  thofe  who  live  and  grow  rich 

by  thdr  ufeful  labour* 

That  we  may  not  dwell  too  long  dn  ttb  fubjeft,  and 
yet  give  our  readers  a  fujfficicnt  idea  of  the  fatigues,  dangers 
and  extraordinary  expenfivenefs  of  thefe  caravans,  we  &all 
clofe  this  article  with  a  ihort  iketch  of  that  Which  comes 
the  Nu-  from  Nubia  to  Kairo^  which  we  have  already  had  occafion  to 
^'•"^  ^'^^  niention,  on  account  of  the  wretched  equipage  <rf  its  mer- 
^'^•^^  chants,  and  the  richnefs  of  its  cargo,  confiftlngof  themoft 
wile  •       v^uable  commodities  of  both  Ethiopiis^  and  other  king- 
*       doms  of  Africa.    The  traffick  of  this  caravati,  which  now 
fcldom  fails  of  coming  twice  a  year  td  Rairoy  was  formerly 
carried  on,  With  great  difficulty  and  danger,  on  barges,  or 
flat-bottom  boats,  which,  in  fpite  of  Its  niany  and  dreadful 
catarafts,  ufed  to  fail  or  row  up  and  down  fhe  NUe  from 
pangota  to  Kairo,  and  frort  thence  up  thither  again.    This 
was  done  by  coming  as  near  to  thofe  cataridis  with  their  vef- 
feis  as  they  could ;  and  Uiere  unloading  them  of  their  merchan- 
dizes, they  carried  them  by  land,  together  with  the  biu'gesj 
which  were  made  fmall  and  light  for  that  purpofe,  on  their 
(boulders,  till  they  came  to  a  proper  f^ace  to  put  them  on 
board  again ;  and  this  trade  they  coiitintied  till  they  had 
loaftered  all  tlie  catarafts,  which  could  not  be  executed  with- 
out great  labour  and  expence ;  to  fay  nothing  of  the  danger ; . 
ajud  ihews  what  pains  and  hazards  thefe  people  WocJd  ex- 
jofc  themfelves  to  for  the  lake  of  gain. 
hujmtt        They  have  fince  found  a  fafer  and  more  expcdidoils  way 
iy  ttarm-    of  conveybg  thefe  merchandizes  from  one  kingdom  to  aoo* 
nfims*       ther  on  camels  by  land;  by  which  means  they  can  come 
twice  a  year  to  Kairo^  and  return  back  to  Dangola^  by  crof- 
fing  the  Lybidn  defart,  by  the  way  of  Gari,  a  town  fituate 
on  the  NJjf  about  four  days  journey  on  this  fide  <rf  Dang^^ 
la,  where  the  merchants  from  Sannaar^  the  capital  of  fi/n^» 

or 
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or  Fund(jt),  Gbnddr,  capital  oiUpj^r  Ethibj^d^  atid  ihahy7i«r 
other  tridiiig  cities  of  Juried,  mttx.  ^t  a  certain  fixed  time,  route  t§ 
With  all  their  t»ioiis  gdods,  ^nd  form  what  is  now  called  ^wq^^ 
the  Nubian  C^*avao«  And  ^<^ie«  at  tbeir  departure^  thqjr 
leave  ilie4)8Bksbf  ^e  iW/^,  aad  enter  into  the  defart  above<^ 
mentioned,  whieb  takes  them  %ip  fhipteen  days  in  croiling ; 
tfter  which  they  come  into  a  Cpadous  Irak,  about  thirty 
leagues  long^  an^  rtmnic^  almoft  ftom,  north  to  fouth, 
whkfe  is  coveftd  with  palm-trees,  and  yields  j^ebty  :of  freOt 
water^  by  dicing  abaat  a  foot  chsep  into  the  ground;  a 
fiageiioMs  ceiflfortafole  and  deiirad,  after  tmrdling  thro' 
fudi  a  burning  defart^  than  uncommpii  in  moft  parts  of  Afri* 
ca.  Here  they  move  on  by  flow  joumies,  to  refijefli  them* 
feWes  f^iHn  theit  late  fatigues,  and  to  prepare  tbemieires  fof 
traverilng  a  n6w  ridge  of  mountains,  which  run  from  north 
tofoc^th  along -the  Ai7^,  on  ^e  Libyan  fide,  till  they  come  to 
Ment/alo€t,  2,tamk  of  Upper  Egypt,  where  they  pay\thefirft 
cufbms  to  Egypt,  confifting  of  a  Gertain  number  of  black 
flaves;  and  when  the  carav»i  comes  in  fight  of  the  MU 
again,  few:  the  firft  time  from  their  departs? e  from  Kairo.  At 
Monffahat  they  embark  on  that  river,  and  fail  -down  to  Kai'^ 
ro,  and  on  their  return  teihount  it  to  the  fame  place,  and 
theiirefume  their  old  route  homewards  through  the  iamtt 
ridgeof  mountains,  delightful  vale,  and  barren  deCirts ;  thro* 


(F)  Mr.  Ludi^Ipb  is  the  an- 
I  tbor  who  caiU  it  by  this  lail 
'  name,  and  by  that  of  Senn^r, 
\  and.  reckons  that  country  a  part 
I  of  the  antient  Nubia  (25).  Mr. 
De  Ltjle  differs  fomewhat  from 
I' him,  and  fays  the  Fungi  zxt  a 
[  people  fobjed  to  the  kings  of 
i  SetiftoTt  or  Nubia    (26).     The 
Fortuguefe  writers,  on  the.  con- 
trary, fay  they  border  on  the 
north  of  Abifftnia,  and  are  fub- 
jcds,  or  tributary,  to  it  (27), 
fpringing  from  fome  old  maps, 
made  at  random,  or  from  fabu- 
lous memoirs,  which  placed  the 
Nile  to  the  lakes  oi  ZairayZem- 
hra^  and  Zafflan^  about  five  or 
ten  degrees   beyond  the  line, 

(»;)  Hift,  Etbiop.  Uh,  i.  f .  2.  ;».  7. 
dnjfmia,  (27)  Atlas  ibid, 

nitre yfub  voc»  Fungu 

MoD.HisT.VoL.XIV. 


and  the  Ayjjinian  empire  to 
reach  as  far  as  the  Mountaint 
of  the  mo9n%  placing  the  Fungi ^ 
and  their  capital  of  the  fame 
name,  on  the  well  iide  of  the 
\21keZafflan,  But  we  are  now 
fully  aflured  that  the  limits  of 
that  empire  come  above  fix  de* 
grees  ihort  of  the  line ;  and 
fome  more  recent  and  exa'61 
geographers  have  fince  placed 
the  city  oi  Fungi  on.thecoaftof 
Zanguebar- 

They  place  like  wife  another 
or  that  name  in  the  kingdom 
of  Amhara^  in  JbiJ/ima;  all 
which  are  now  found  to  be  er- 
roneous, and  not  worth  con- 
futing (^8). 

-(%^)  See  his  map  of  Nubit  atti 
(28)  Di  bit,  v:d.  La  Marti' 
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the  laft  of  which  they  are  forced  to  travclfcvtn  or  eig[ht  days 
without  meeting  with  any  water,  or  place  where  they  can 
dig  for  any  ;  during  which  the  camels  muft  go  without,  or  fake 
up  with  a  very  fcanty  portion  of  it,  and  the  people  are  forced 
to  dirink  that  which  they  bring  with  them,  which  is  by  that 
time  become  very  unfavoury  and  diftafteful. 
Danger  of  BuT  this  is  not  the  greateft  iuconveniency  they  arc 
ldfingtheir\vi^\^  to  in  their  thirteen  days  march  through  this  dc- 
liiitf.  fart ;  there  is  another  ftill  mor^  frightful  and  dangerous, 
namely^  the  difficulty  of  ftcefing  then-  courfe  right  through 
thofe  vaft  pathlefs  fand^;  where  they  meet  with  ndther 
mountain,  tree,  or  any  thing  to  ferve  them  for  a  landmark 
to  direft  their  guides.  So.  that,  if  they  decline  ever  folitde 
from,  their  right  courfe„  thpy  are  in  danger  of  being  all  loft 
for  want  of  water ;  which  is  commonly  aU  fpent  before  they 
can  recover  the  right  point,  if  ever  they  do,  to  come  at  a 
Rnea  the  ^^^^  f^PP^X  ^^  ^^*  They  have  been  often  advifed,  we  arc 
ufe  of  the  told ',  to  make  ufe  of  a  compafs,  which  would  in  z.  great  mca- 
compafs.  fure  prevent  fuch  dangerous  deviations,  but  they  have  as  often 
rejefted  that  counfel,  though  told  that  other  African  cara- 
vans had  followed  it  to  their  no  fmall  fatisfaftion  aJid  ad- 
vantage. Theft  Nubians,  are  either  too  ftupid  or  conceited 
to  be  put  out  of  their  old  way,  and  will  rui)  the  rilkof 
periftiing  in  thofe  dreadful  defarts,  or  of  being  fwallowed 
up  alive  by  thofe  clouds  of  fand,  which  we  have  elfewhere 
mentioned  ^  rather  than  owe  their  fafety  to  the  advice  of  an 
European.  Befides,  as  they  are  all  either  Mohammedans^  or 
poor  ignorant  idolaters,  the  former  adhering  to  their  doftrinc 
of  predeftination,  and  the  latter  to  their  images,  charms,  and 
other  fuperftitious  prefervatives,  more  than  to  any  human  means 
though  ever  fo  well  founded  and  experienced;  of  which  we 
Ihall  now  give  a  fignal  inftance,  not  foreign  to  this  fubjeft 
we  are  upon,  "of  their  commerce  with  Egypt-^  and  with  it 
we  (hall  clofe  up  this  article. 

Besipes  thole  rich  merchandtees  which  the  caravan  brings 
into  Kairo^  the  natives  drive  another  traffick  which  confifo 
of  a  fort  of  light  timber,  or  wood,  which  bears  a  great 
price  there,  and  of  a  coarfe  fort  of  earthen  ware,  which  they 
make  in  their  country.  Thefe  they  venture  to  bring  down 
to  kairo  in  large  floats  upon  the  Nile,  at  the  time  that  its 
waters  begin  to  rife,  neither  minding  its  rocks  nor  cataraAs; 
but  committing  their  wares  and  perfons  to  the  waves, 
both  leap  down  each  cataraft  with  equal  unconcern.  The 
only  danger  they  provide  againft.  is   that  of  the  crocodiicj 

'         *  Maillet,  ubi  fup.  Ictt  ult.         *  See  before,  p.  224. 
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id  fca-horfes ;  to  keep  ofF  which,  ttey  light  Effe,  and  keep  a 
katch  at  night,  and  make  a  dreadful  howling  at  proper  inter- 
|rals.   If  their  floats  chance  to  ftrike  fo  hard  againft  a  rock  as 
io  break  the  cojrds  that  tie  them  faft,  they  have  no  other  chance 
for  their  lives  than  to  ftick  elofe  to.  one  or  other  of  the  frag^ 
■Qcnts,  till  they  come  to  fomc  plaee  where  the  current  runs 
^oother,  and  there  endeavour  to  get  them  all  together^ 
and  tie  them  clofely  again.    As  for  their  earthen  vefleh,  if 
per  fo  many  chance  to  breidc  by  that  or  any  other  acci- 
ient,  thfcy  make  themfelves  amends  by  felling  what  is  left 
)much  the  dearer,  when  they  come  to  their  journey's  end. 
is  foon  as  they  find  themfelves  drawing  near  to  the  laft  ca- 
iraft,  they  (hut  their  ^yes,:  and  flop  their  ears  with  their    * 
iftdds,  to  avoid  being  feared  at  the  frightful  fight  and  noiie^ 
ni  a  few  moments  after  find  themfelves  fiiot  away  a  mile 
dowit  *;  ' 

We  have,  by  this  time,  gbne  through  all  the  material  and  Mc^rH 
Jirious  particulars  relating  to  the  modern  dzte  of  Egypt ',  Hifiory  0/ 
fcere  remains  only  that  we  refume  the  hiftory  df  it  from  the  Egypt, 
pocha  where  we  concluded  its  antient  part;  viz,  at  the 
^d  of  thie  Greek  emperor's  reign,  when  that  prince's  ava- 
ice  and  breach  of  fahh  obliged  the  Egyptians  tp  exchange 
be  Roman  yoke,  under  which  it  had  been  reduced  by  j^u- 
liflus  into  a  Roman  priDvince,  for  that  of  the  Saracen  Kha- 
Ife",  under  the  Khalifat  of  Omar^   or  Ifaumar,  and  the 
mmand  of  his  fuccefsful  gfcneral  JMru  Elm  Jiaz"^,  From  Jtfijf 
juJhich  time  jG|gy// continued  in  fubjcftion  to  thofe  fovereigns,y5i;#<3  ti 
nd  became  a  province  of  that  nolv  largely  aggrandized  the  tCha^^ 
mpire, '  and  under  fpecial  governors  appointed  by  thcm^  Hfs  0/ 
"whom  Amru^  the  geheral  above-mentiondd,  was  the  Ixrl]^ ;  paghdaij 
fubjeftiqn  which,  however  heavy  and  difpleafing  to  them 
X  firft,  and  whilfi  they  were  governed  by  thole  vicegerents,  did, 
Qa  ftiort  time,raife  that  kirigdom  nearly  to  as  great  a  height 
of  glory  and  fplendor,  as  it  had  been  under  the  Ptolomies, 
sfpccially  after  that  famed  fChifm  which  broke  out  between 
Ihe  Khalifs  of  Baghdad,  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  286,  and  of 
theChriftian  acra  908,  under  y^hu  Moharrimtd  ObeidaHlah,  the 
femedfounderoftheisa/«w;V^dynaftyiny^r/r^,whofetupanewrfff</^^* 
Khalifat  at  ATtf/ny^n,  and  took  the  title  ofMohdi^  oxAl  MMi^  'wards  id 
or  direftor  of  the  faithful,  which,  till  that  time,  was  peculiar  ^^'^'^  ***^*^' 
0  the  Ahajfine  Khalifs,  as  we  have  feen  in  a  former  volume  % 
^hich  dynafty  continued  in  his  family  during  the  fpace  of 

^  Maillet,  ubi  fap.  lett.  i.         «  See  Anc.  Hift.  vol.  i.  p. 
»?,  &  feq.  n  Sec  before,  vol.  i.  p.  484,  &  fcq.  •  Vol. 
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272  luQSur  years,  either  uJKayr^inm,  or  in  Sgyftf  wJ»are  Iws 
fucceflbrs  removed  their  refidence^  uader  a  facoeflibQ  ^ 
fourteen  princes,  or  Khalifs,  in  the  order  fdlowii^. 
Ti^  Fate*     !•  Abu-Mohammed  Obeiba'llah,  or  Mohm.    2.  itf! 
mite  i^-    Kaycm^  3.  Al  Manfijor.  4.  M?rt;  Ledin'HUk  5.  ^feiJ^;,  or  itf  ■ 
«i5/?F^     -/^2/z.  6.  v4/  Hakem.  7*  Dhaher^  .8.  Mofiar^r.  p,  MofiiJii 
tvhcm        10.   -^m^r,    or  Uanmr.     IL    Ht^edh.     12,  Dhafftr.     v^ 
fowtdii^    fatz,  or  ///  FiX^z.    14.  Hudhedy  or  ^A^dl    All  diefe,  fix^ 
the  fourth,,  tooklikewile  the  title  of  I.A&ViZ/<fi&  fr<»ii  hia^ 
,  whjch  figiafies  the  faith  or  #eli£^  ef  God  ;  but  none  ^ 
them  were  acknowledged  by  the  Akaffine  Khalifs,  bi^t  radb^f 
branded  with  the  title  of  fchifmatics^  and  aioknamed  Ob€ 
from  their  ifounder,  or  Allies,  from  their  defcent.     Not 
they  own  indeed  that  founder  of  thairs  ta  bedeiceoded 
Jli,  the  fon  of  Fatema^  Mohammeds  daughter,  for  Aat 
utterly  declare  againft  ;  but  call  them  fo*  in  derifipn,  f^  ^ 
fumii^  to  clahn  ftich  a  aoble  deicealr  (G}.     llietr  rtigtnC 
.which  we  have  given  an  account  m  the  (econd  and  thTrd  vo» 
Iimies  of  this  hilcory,  are  fiiU  of  their  mutual  hoftiUdes, 
krecondleable  hatred ;  asid  one  of  theqs  (Khalif  AllOidei 
&k  highly  refen ted  their  laying  claim  to  it,  that  hepubUfiied^ 
noft  virulent  manifeftp  aganft  them,  ia  which  he  fcmph 
tiot  to  chtu-ge  them  with  manifeft  falfiiood  and  iaipofhttn 
We  have  elfewhere  g^ven  the  fubftance  of  that  bitter  and  i^ 
jurious  piece  in  a  former  volume,  towMch  our  readers-are slf 
ferred  ^  for  further  fatis£aclion. 

i 
9  Vol..  iii.  p.  1 60,  &  ,feq» 

^  (G)  Accordingly  one  of  their  fmitli,  ia  the  city  of  5. 

tathors  (29)  aiErms,  xhTLtOheid  in  S^'a  (30)  ;  which  orij 

AiiaFs  right  name   was  SaeJ  is  furthec  confirmed   by  4 

Bin  Abmed,  the  fon  of  AbdalUh  Vaheh^  Al  Bafriy  and  Abu 

Al  Khadahy  which  laft    was  Al  Balani.     Some  otlfers  h; 

fiven  him  on  account  of  his  likewifeendeavooredtoexpl 

aving  his  ey^  deeply  funk  in  this  defcettt  firom  AIi;.ux»d  1 

his  head.    Another  fays^  that  mofl  moderate  of  the  Ahbaffik 

none  but  the  ignorant  believed  writers  make  him  to  be  defcead 

Obeid Allah* i  being  defcendcd  t^ixovalJhmaelEbnJaAfar, 


from  AU\  on  the  contrary,  fays  tlie  pofterity  of  Ali^  and 

he,  we  have  very  good  proofs  him  call  the  Fatemites  the  I/k 

that  his   father  was  a  ^pwijb  maeliam  of  Afric^  to  diiUogtuiil 

Magt,  and  by  profeffion  a  lock-  them  from  th>3  reft  {p } 

r29)  £^  SMnab  ap.  D'Herhlot,  fub  voe.  Fatimiab,    See  alfv  W.  B.  p*  qiS. 
(30)  Dabeh  ap.  euftd,  ibid.  (31^  Id.  ibid,  et  fub  wc.  Mmss  et  ObeiJalUb^ 

Su  0ifi  w/«  iii.  />.  52,  «//sf .  *f  alibi  pjj/iv*  ' 
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.WjSAT£ir£U  ffi&  the  Kha^ifs  (^  Baghdad  might  promife  fharearl^ 
ta  diemfalvc^  by  tho&  hpftUiti^  or  even  by  pablilhlag  them  'wealth 
i((fi)phagraQd  ai^4  foii^Q  manner^  it  is  plain,  it  had  ao  other  ^  ^t^ 
OB  Aat  <w  iG^4|^j^<  thia  to  infpire  him  with  a  greater  defire  d£**^^* 
o«tvieing  thea|ia,power»  graadeur,  wealthy  aadconquefts. 
Aqgording^y  we  h^ve  feen  in  ^  farmer  chapter  the  progrefs  of 
tbefci  oew  ^halifs  in  ea^tondix^  their  power  not  only  far  be* 
yood  that  part  <^  ^rka,  where  they  the^  refided,  but  even. 
a^£ai:  as  Skiljt  \  aad  the  furpi^fi^g  ftrength^  and  ftupendous 
viocka  q(  the  city  of  Mobdi^t  which,  their  founder  built,  and 
c^Ued  by  bis  oew  name>  aad  which  we  have  there  defcribed, 
are  90  ample  evideace.  though  far  from  being  th<^  qdy  one, 
oith^r  etfly  power  aiad  opulence,  astheread^  v^fcc  by 
what  hath  been  i^d  of  thefe  three  AfricAn  'Si^^^%  in  the 
chapter  above  quoted  \ 

Nejther  have  their  fucceflbrs  proved  lefs  ambitious  or  juj^^;/ 
lefs  fijiccefsful  i^  enlarging  their  dominions,  after  they  became  ^^j^z  ^ 
mafters  of  Egy.^t,  and  removed  their  court  thither.    And  this  Kairo, 
it  wus  that  gave  them  an  opportunity  of  railing  it  to  fuch  a  at  thtlr 
height  of  niagnificencc,  as  the  Ar<Lhk  writers  thought  they  return 
could  never  fufficiently  extol'*    Nothiqg  could  be  move froma/uc 
grand  or  fumptuous  thaa  their  palaces,  diva^,  ferkglios,mo{ks,  ^^fif^^ 
and  other  public  edifices  ;  nothing  mwe  fuperb,  fplcndid,  ^^""^^'i** 
and  numerous, .  than  their  minifters  retinue  and  atjDsndant^ ; 
nothing  more  rich  or  brilliant  than  chdr  drefles  aud  appear- 
ance, and  the  furniture  of  their  apartments  in  the  city,  or 
their  tents  and  other  equipages  ia  the  field.     Whatever  fuc^ 
cefles  they  had  in  the  btter,  whatever  cpnquefts  they  made  ei- 
ther in  Syria^  Palejline^  or  other  provinces  whither  they  led 
their  vidtorious.arn^ies,  were  always  celebrated  with  the  ut- 
inoft  pomp  and  fplendor,  and  jfX  ia  fuch  anianner»  and  with 
fuch  circumftances,  as  (hewed  at  once  their  grateful  acknow* 
fedgments  to  the  giver  of  all  viftory ,  and  a  due  fenfe  of  the  va- 
nity of  all  worldly  pomp  and  glory. 

Their  cuftom  was  not  to  netum  to  their  capital  without 
being  met  id  a  fpacious  plain,  at  fome  fmall  diftance  from  it, 
by  all  the  grandees  and  officers  of  the  kingdom,  in  the  moft 
i^endid  drefles  and  equipages  ;  thefe  being  attended  with  a  nu* 
nitrous  retinue  not  <^y  of  thdr  relations,  domeflic^,  and  de- 
pendants, but  with  crowds  of  other'  wealthy  fubjeds,  who 
c^e  to  be  fpeAators  of  the  noble  cavalcade,  and  to  add  to 
^  number  and  grandeur  of  it.    All  thefe  took  care  to  have 

, '  See  their  following  hiftory^pafT.  '  Ibid.  •  De  his, 

Vid.  LiBTAEIC,    AbV^LFEDA^EbN  ShOMAH,  Ai»  MAKIKy&al. 
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the  richcft  pa^lions  and  tents  ready,  dreflcd  tip  in  the  grand- 
^IV  manner^  for  the  Kbalif 's  reception,  as  -Mrell  as  for  them« 
'*  felvcs  and  retinue," and,  after  his  arrival,  commonly  fpcnt 
three  whole  days  at  this  brilliant  encampment,  with  all  man- 
ner of  rejoicings,  feaftings,  mufic,  fire-works,  6^.  brforc  he 
xnadehi^  entrance  into  his  metropolis.  Nothing  can  be  imagin- 
ed more  grand  than  the  march'  and  entry  of  this  proce^on 
into  %he  city,  through  roads  covered  with  rich  carpets  and 
Other  fine  cloths,  and  ftrewed  ovfcr  with  flowers  and  other 
odorififerous  plants  and  gums,  and  hedged  on  each  fide  wth 
^  prowds  of  his  congratulating  fubjefts  ;  the  ftreets  thro*  which 

he  was  to  pafs,  being  not  only  covered  with  the  fame  rich 
carpet^,  WfiT  teng  on  both  fides  with  the  fineft  tapefty.  The 
Khalif,  ff)y<ieSed  by  his  guards  and  houftiold  officers,  fuperb- 
ly  mounted   and  drefled,  and  attended  on'  each  fide  with 
about  an  hundred  pages  on  foot,  alllikewlfe  in  their  richeft 
\   •      attire,  appeared  mounted  on  a  {lately  horfe,^-whofe  harnefs 
and  accoutrements  were  enriched  with  jewels,   pearls,  and 
curious  embroidery,  hi mfelf  arrayed  with  the  utmoft  gran- 
deur,  and   his -turban  fparkling  on  the  left  fide  with  fomc 
'"    '        precious  fiones  of  tlie  greateft  beauty  and  value.     The  firft 
...     place  in  the  city  where  he  alighted  was  the  head  rooflc,  where 
•     fie  and  his  numerous  attendants  vfwt  to  offer  up  their  prayers 
and  thanlfis  for  his  fafe  return.     From  thence  he  was  attend- 
ed with  the  fame  pomp  and  ceremony  to  another  no  lefs 
fumptuous  mofk,  where  were  de^Jofited  the  bodies  of  his  in- 
ceftors,  which  Moez  Lediti'iilah,  the  firft  of  the   Fatmite 
i-ace,  who  fubdued  Egypt,  had  caufed  to  be  brought  thither 
from  kayr'-dfan,  and  where  he  himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs  lay 
f  alfo interred;     A  proper  memento  this  to  him,  in  the  height 

of  his  fuccelFes,  or  in  the  midft  of  pomp,  and  of  what  it  m^ft 
all  fbortly  end  in.     From  thence  he  was  condudVed  to  his 
palace,  and  filled  it  and  the  whole  city  with  feftlvity  aiid  joy  ^ 
From  this  fcantling  of  their  outward  grandeur,  one  may  fee 
that  they  did  not,  like  the  Per/ian  and  othei*  eaftern  mo- 
narchs,  aflfeft  to  be  invifible  to  their  fubjefts,  but  were  ra- 
ther delighted  with  every  fit  opportunity  of  fliewing  them- 
felves  to  them  in  all  their  royal  grandeur, 
€ra9d       '    Th£  fame  fplendor  and  maguificj-nce  ran  through  all  the 
afartr       edifices  and  apartments*  of  tbe  caftlc,  as  well  as  their  furni- 
»fntj  in     ^yxxt,  smd  the  number  and  fplcndid  appearance  of  officers  arid 
tke  pa-      attendants ;  '  but  more  efpccrally  the   Dowan,   where  the 
■^         grand  council  fat;  the  halls  of  juftice,  where  they  often  pre- 
fided,  and  thofe  in  which  they  received  ambafladors,  were  all 


I  pe  his,  vifl.  fop.  vol.  iii.  jp.  52,  k  fe^. 
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built  In  a  grand  and  auguft  tafte.    They  were  fpacioas  and 
lofty,  divided  fomewhat  like  our  cathedrals,  into  three  or 
fonr  ailes,  adoroed  with  ftately  cupolas,  and  fupported  by 
pillars  of  the  richeft marble,  and  moft  beautiful  workmanfliip^ 
At  the  farther  end  of  the  middle  aile,  facing  the  grknd  en* 
trance  into  the  hall,  was  the  Khallf  "s  feat,  embelMied  with 
.very  cofHy  materials,  and  curious  work ;  on  each  fide  flood 
iis  prime  miniflers,  more  or  Icfs  near  his  perfon,  according  j^anner  of 
to  thcit  rank  and  dignity,  and  in  the  mofl  decent  and  hum*  y?^,^^/^- 
We  poftare,  folding  their  arms  acrofs  their  breafls.    But  in  thefre^ 
when  they  held  a  council,  or  court  of  jufljce,  they  were  fXrfenct, 
lowedtofitonciiihions.     The  fame  order  was  obferved  by 
ttofe  nobles  and   officers  who  were   feated  in   the  other 
ilfiles ;  all  of  whom  compofed  a  numerous  as  well  as  brilliant 
t^tflembly  of  fevcral  hundreds  of  the  ♦grandees  of  the  kingdom, 
Nbefides  a  much  greater  number  of  other  officers  civil  and  mi- 
fjitary.    The  fame  folemn  order  was  obferved  in  the  grand 
^of  juflice,  where  the  Khalif  often  affifted ;  and  next  to 
fcm  fat  the  lord  chief  juflice,   neareft  to  his  perfon.     The 
ifebjefts,  who  appeared  there  for  juflice,  were  admitted  into  ^f^fp9f 
jfte  middle  ailc,  near  the  bottcnn:  of  which  was  ranged  a  ba-  'l{r' 
fciftrade,  whifch  kept  them  from  going  farther.     Here  the  pe-  ^Lefe^d. 
ptioners  prefen ted.  their  requefls,   which  were  conveyed  by 
Ijroper  officers  to  the  lord  chief  juflice,  who  read  them  aloud 
to  the  Khalif,  explained  the  nature  of  them  to  himj,  and  an- 
fwered  to  all  the  queflions  he  afked  ;  after  which  they  pro- 
ceeded to  give  judgment;  m  dernier  refort^  this  being  the  fu- 
Jcme  court,  from  which  there  could  be  no  appeal,  but  to 
hich  the  inferior  ones  both  civil  and  military  might  be  ap- 
aled  from :  and  here  the  appellant  and  plaintive  fubjefts 
id  another  opportunity  of  feeing  their  fpvereign,  In  the 
ajeftic  pomp  and  grandeur  of  his  court  ". 
Their  opulence  was  no  lefs  confpicuous  in  their  tables;  Great pr$^ 
•t  indeed  fo  much  in  the  coflli-nefs  of  their  meats,  or  the  A/^*"^^ 
idied  extravagance  and  luxury  of  their  diflics,  as  in  the  '^''''  ^^' 
^:  variety  and  profufion  of  them,  and  the  great'  number  f     ', .  , 
perfons  who   were  daily  and  regularly  fed  by  them,  ^^^  '^^ 
ionnting  to  feveral  thoufands^  of  different  ranks  and  <{Vi^' families 
ies,  from  whom  the  relics  were  afterwards  diflributed  «r//^^, 
long  a  great  number  of  poor  families,  and  fed  a  flill  greater 
tmber  of  mouths.     They  were  no  lefs  liberal  and  extenfive 
their  other  charities,  particularly'  in  founding  and  endQ\^o 
of  moflcs,  monafleries,  and  hofpitals  j  but  thefe  we  need 
lels dwell  upon,having  had  fo  frequent  occafion  to  tajke  notice 

»  Vid.aud.fup.eit.        c       :  '- 

R4  of 
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of  diem  tfarbu^  the  ^liole  Mbammedan  hiftdrj^  thk  kind  of 

religious  Hberality  being  otm  of  the  principal  viitx^s  iii>xrfaic& 

ali  &  princes  and  great  oossof  that  relii^osfaan^  firoTe  to  ex* 

eel.     Having  thas  hr  pn^efisced  the  hiftory  and  reigns  of  the 

faienaie  Khalifs  with  a  di^f  of  their  Nvedtlx^  poover,  and 

ifaagnificeQce,  and  giveii,.  ib  a.  foraier  chapter,  .an  account  of 

the  reigns  and  oonqoefts^  of  the  three  firft  princes  of  that 

^    dynafty  in  Africa  propria^  we  fhall  now  proceed  to  the  hU 

tory  of  the  reniatning  eleren,  ^wiio  reigned  in  ^[g)^^  fion  the 

firfi  ccsiqueft  of  it  by  Moez  LedinVUah^  tp  the  ^lidon  ef 

that  dynafty  by  the  Muttdukes. 

Theriign      ABU  Tgmim  Maktd^tbc  fon  oi  Mshamm^ M  Manfar^ 

#/^Abu     fiind  furnamcd  Moiz  l^dmfSai,  the  fourth  African,  aa< 

Tcmim    -grft  Epptian  Khaltf  of  the  Fatemiu  dynafty,   b^an  hii 

^^ad.   j.g5gn  j^  ^j,^  former,  in  the  jfear  of  thp  Hejra  341,  and  of 

-Chrift  953,  ^  refldfd,  like  his  three  prcdeceflbrs,  in  thp 

cities  of  Kay rwan  and  Mficdia  fuccc<5Tdiy,  till  the  year  358, 

at  which  time  he  fent  hiabcad  gtoen^  J^aawar,  al.  Gumhar^t, 

Creek  ronegado '',  but  who,  for  his  extraordinuy  Tal6ur,  bd 

been  raifed  by  his  father  from  the  condition  CMf  a  Have  to  foine 

of  the  higheft  pofts,  and  made  chief  commander  of  9II  hh 

forces,   upon  his  long  imtended  in^i^fion  and  conqueA  of 

'  ^$yp^  (H),  at  the  head  vf  ^  powerful  aitmy .     Jaa^ur,  with 

fucb 
'  Dc  hoc,  tW.  fupi  vqL  iii.  p.  5  a,*  feq. 

(H)  Of  the  occafiofi  of  this  as  had  rend^nrd  h^r  odkH» 
important  inrafiofi^  we  meet  to  all  her  fubjeds.  Thofe 
with  a  long  and  firaof^e  ac-  readers  wbo  are  delighted  with 
count  in  a  French  author  oft^n  fuch  romantic  embellifhmeDtt 
quoted  in  this  chapter  (^^ji,  may  have  recourfe  to  him. 
which  he  hath,  we  fuDpofe,  Had  love  been  th^  ipotivc  of 
taken  out  of  fom\?  ArMc  ro-  that  conqueft,  it  is  hardly  to 
mance,  and  fpun  into  an  amor-  be  fuppofed  that  the  Arahtcz^- 
qus  riwrel,  ititerwoven  with  va-  thcrsqtiot^d  above  would hav« 
rlous^  And '  diverting  episodes  j  omitted  making  fome  mention 
fo  that  the  oonquefl  m  .E^yp  of  it,  efpcciallyas  the  poffcflioo 
was  owing, chiefly  to  a.yioleot  of  To ci^traordinary  a  princcfe 
paiil0p  which  the  Khalif  had  '  would,  in  the  account  even  ctf 
concaved  for  the  then  re^niog  .  tho/^e  Axahic  hiftorianSi  add  no 
queen  of  ^^p^/j  ^ho  was  ajpa^  ,  fmall  glory  to  the  conqucr- 
ragpn  of  beauty,  and  other  out-  or  of  Egsft.  But  it  plainly  up- 
ward female  exctlleuciej,  but  pears  from  the  whole  tenor  of 
^Vphich  hacJ  unhappily  kindted  theirrelation,  and  the  behaviour 
'foch  ftti  nnnaural  vice  hn-her^  of  the  Khalif,  that  the  fertile 

(32)  5«  hh  CQrjfU'ji  '>f  F^ypt  in  bit  ^tb  Utt.  fffbii  depri^tm  off-iyftt  vol  i-t* 
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bch  a  force,  met  whh  litde  or  no  difitcuky  tii  reducing-a  Great  fuc^ 
|diig(iom  at  that  dme  fo  little  prepared  againft  it ;  and  having  cefi  of  bis 
penetrated  as  iar  asits  capital,  then  called  F%tf Am/,  and  zn^g^^^^* 
tteiitfy  Mizr,  and  Babylon^  and  made  hlmfelf  mafter  of  it, 
and  prefently  aftei^  lakl  the  foundations  of  a  new  city,  to.be 
for  the  future  the  refidence  of  the  Khalif  his  mafter  and  his 
faccef&rs,  and  froiki  that  time  had  the  name  di  Jl  Kahirah  Kairo, 
given  td  it,  but  is  better  known  to  the  Europeans  by  that  d'when.and 
Kayro^  ac  Grand  Ckiro^  as  hath  been  hinted  a  little  higher  y  ;  h  i^^om, 
fo  that  the  concjbeft  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  building  Qifi^^^4- 
that   city,  were  copiplcted,  according  to-  the  beft  ArMan 
Chronotegers,  in  lefs  than  four  years,  from  Jaawar's  firft 
letting  om  upon  that  expedition,  and  in  Icfs  than  two,.^'* 
cofding  to  others ;  6f  which  diiiercnce  we  have  taken  noticq 
in  a  fcff^mer  volume  %  that  the  firft,  all  things  confidered, 
feems  to  us  by  far  the  moft  probable  of  the  two. 

How  EVER  that  be,  wcl^arn  from  the  former  *,  that  Kbalif  Moez 
Mosz  was  no  fooner  informed  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  general,  tranfforf$ 
than  he  prepared   himfblf^  with  ail  expedition,  to  go  and  ^'^  ^^^" 
take  poflefSdn  of  his   new  conqueft.     Accordingly  we  are  ^"^^^^ 
told  by  the  authors  laft  quoted,  that  he  ordered  all  the  ^^^"'^''^  ^-^ 
immenfe  quantity  of  gold  which  he  and  his  predeceflbrs  had   ^i  **" 
ama^d,   to  be  caft  into  ingots,  of  the  fliape  and  bignefsof  ^^^^^^^ 
mlU-ftones  (fuch,  we  may  fuppofe,  as  were  m^de  ufe  of  in/ 
their  hand-mills  for  grinding  corn),  and  to  be  conveyed  thi- 
ther upon  camels  backs  :  to  ftiew,  moreover,   that  he  was 
fwlly  refolved  to  abandon  his  dominions  in  Barbary,  and  to 
make  this  new  kingdom  the  feat  of  his  and  his  fucceflbrs  re-    ' 
fidence,  he  caufed  llkewife  the  remains  of  his  three  anceftors 
to  be  removed  from  the  former  to  the  latter,  and  to  be  de-r 
poflted  in  a  ftately  molk,  erefted  for  that  purpofe  in  his  new 
capital  of  iCairo.     A  moft  efFeftual  motive  this  to  induce  them 
to  do  the  fame,  as  it  was  become  an  eftabliftied  cuftom  and 
duty  among  tbofe  princes,   to  pay  their  refpeftful  viiits  to 
thofe  fepulchres,   not  only  on  certain  ftated  times  among 

r  Sec  before,  p.  i83,etfeq.  »  Vol.  iii.  p.  58  (HI.  »  Abu'l^ 
fED.  chron.  ad  ann.  Abu^i,  Faraj,  dynaft.  p.  314,  &  feq.  Al 
Makin,  lib.  iii.  c.  4.  &^L  . 

fir\d  opulent  kingdom  of  S^ypt  minioni  in  Barhary^  to  make 

wa^thefolc  objett  ofhiswifhes;  this  n^w  kingdom  the  feat  of 

Which  he  had  no  fooner  obtain-  his  and  his  iucceflbrs  refidenc^ 

ed,  than  be  abandoned  his  do-  (33).  /  •« 

(33)  dbfi'lftd,  tt  ah  fnf^  d(a(,  f/i4,  ft  l>'BtrU}Qt  BibHotb.  orient,  fubvof* 
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the  Mobammedans  by  their  Korariy  but  by  his  example  on 
other  public  occafions,  as  that  lately  mentioned  on  their  re- 
turn from.a  Aiccefsful  expedition,  and  fiich-like. 
.    The  next  ftep  of  cofifequence  which'  he  took,  to  confirm 
himieif  in  his  new  Khalifat,  was  to  fupprefsthe  ufual  prayers 
soAdt  in  the  moflcs  for  xh^Abafflde  Khalife,  and  to  fubftimtc 
his  own.  name  in  their  Read ;  which,  according  to  fome  Ara^ 
bic  writers,  was  complied  with  not  only  in  Egypt,  but  in  Sy- 
ria znA  Jrabia,  and  even  in  the  city  of  Medina,  that  of 
Mecca  being  the  only  one  which  rrfufei  to  acknowledge 
him**.     But  this  was  not  till  two  years,  we  arc  told,  rftcr 
the  reduftion  of  Egypt  by  his  general,  when  he  began  to 
afliimc  the  title  of  Eatemiie  KhaUf,  and  fucceflbr  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Ali,  in  oppofition  to  thofe  of  Baghdady  the  defcca- 
dants  of  Abbas,  of  whom  we  have  formerly  fpoken,  and  or- 
dered the  following  words  to  be  added  tb  the  public  prayer 
he  enjoined  to  be  made  for  him,  Long  live  All,  all  nubofe  ac- 
tims  'were  truly  laudable  ;  which  words  he  caufed  to  be  in- 
fer ted  in  the  Colledl,  if  we  may  io  ftylc  it,  for  the  Khalif,  be- 
ginning with  the  words  which  preface  every  chapter ^of  the 
Korean,  and  with  which  every  Mojlem  begins  his  prayers,  and 
almoft  every  thing  he  doth,  In  the  name  of  God,   merciful, 
&c.  c.     From  thisjtime  the  fchifm  between  thefe  Khalifs  and 
thofe  of  Baghdad  began  to  be  publicly  known  and  avowed, 
and  wars  and  mutual  anathemas  pronounced  againft  each 
other,  as  long  as  it  lafted  ;  that  is,  from  the   year  of  the 
Hejra  362  to  567,  as  we  have  fhewn  in  a  former  volume  <*. 
All  this  while  Moez  was  ftrengthening  himfelf  in  his 
new  Khalifat,  without   much  regarding  the  excommunica- 
tions and  other  public  cenfures  againll  him  and  his  adhe- 
rents, which  were  fulminated  from  the  pontif  of  Baghdad*, 
nor  much  lefs  the  libels  which  were  publiftied.  againft  his  pre- 
tended lineal  defcent  from  the  family  of  AH  (I),  but  was 
taken  up  chiefly  with  his  own  fecular  affairs,  efpecially  the 

**  Ebn  Shonah  ap.  D'Herbelot,  p.  595.    See  alfo  before,  vol. 
^'^-  P-  53»  ^  P*ff«         ^  See  before,  vol.  iii.  ubi  fup.  •*  Ibid. 

p.  58  (H). 

(I)    We  are  even  told  that  ccrncdly  anfwered,  pointing  to 

as  he  was  one  day  reviewing  his  his  troops,  and   to  the  fword, 

forces,  he  was  boldly  afked  by  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  fhofe 

iome  private  man,   what  kin-  are  my  family,  and  this  my  kindred 

.dred  and  family  he  was  of?  to  (34). 
vihich  he  readily  and  uncon- 

( 34)  Rah,  AUakiar,  ep,  D'Herbeiof,  f  •  59  5 ,  et  ffq, 

haftening 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1 


(j;^.  -  ^/ Egypt.  -  251 

Jiaftening  the  fittiftiing  of  his  new  dty  of  KiairOy  wjiich  h!$ 
general  and  wazir  had  begun  under  the  borofoDpe  of  the 
planet  Mars,  called  by  the  j^rdbs  Kaber,  or  Kaer,  from 
whom  if  had  the  name  of  Kaherahi  vulgarly-  Cairoy  given  to 
it.  He  was  no  kfs  profufe  in  adorning  it  with  ftately  mofks, 
palaces,  and  other  public  buildings  andembellifbments.  He  DMattand 
died  in  the  45th  year  of  his  age,  and  21ft  of  his  Khalifat,  ^htfr^gtr. 
of  which  he  fpent  18  in  his  capital  q(  Kkynvdriy  and  thelaft 
three  in  Egypty  and  ordered  his  body  to  be  interred  in  the 
magnificent  mofk  at  M  Kayro,  which  he  had  erefted,  and  in 
which  he  had  depbfitcd  the  remains  of  his  predeceflbrs,  in  the 
year  of  the  Hejra  365.  He  is  reported  to  have  been  a  prince 
Qf  fingular  juftice  and  moderation,  by  all  the  African  hiflo* 
rians,  and  hath  been  highly  celebrated  by  the  famed  Haniy  a 
poet  of  Arabic  extraftioii,  but  born  in  Spairiy  and  who  had 
accompanied  him  in'  all  his  expeditions,  and  highly  extolled 
his  virtues  and  exploits  in  feveral  of  his  poems ;  but,  upon 
fome  difcQiitent  or  ill  treatment,  unfaid  all  he  had  faid  in 
praife  x>f  hini>  in  a  bitter  fatire  which  he  afterwards  wrote 
againft  him  ^^ 

MOEZ  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  j4bu  al  Manfur  Barar,  Aaiz  BiU 
firnamed  Aziz  Billab  ;  who,  being  but  2 1  years  of  age  at  his  lah,  zd 
entering  into  the  Khalifat,  committed  the  whole  conduft  of  KhaJtfof 
the  government  to  the  noble  Jaivhar,  or  Jaafar^  his  father's  Egypt,, 
long-experienced  general  and  prime  minifter,  and  caufed  him 
to  be  proclaimed,  not  only  through  his  African  dominions, 
but  even  in  thofe  of  the  Khalif  of  Baghdad,     Aziz  proved  a  afrvourer 
prince  of  great  humanity  and  generofity,  and  his  government  oftbe 
|o  mild  and  eafy,  that  he  ^Wfls  univerfally  beloved  by  all  his  fub-  ^^briftiansi 
jcfts.    He  married  a  Chriftian,  by  whom  he  had  one  daugh- 
ter, in  whofe  favour  he  created  tw6  of  her  uncles,  named  /<?- 
remiah  and  Arfenius,  her  mother's  brethren,  the  former  pa- 
triarch of  Jerufalemy   and  the  other  of  Alexandria,  both  of 
them  Melchites  and  orthodox  ♦.     He  was  not,  however,  fo  ...  - 
fuccefsful  in  his  war  againft  Al  Aftekin,  Emir  of  Damafcus,  /„^y^^ 
againft  whom  he  fent  his  chief  general  Jawhar,  at  the  head  *^    ^  "' 
<if  an  army,  to  drive  him  out ;  but,  after  a  clofe  fiege  of  two  ^  ' 

months,  was  obliged  to  make  that  fliameful  and  difgraceful  ^  •'^    g 
yetreat,  of  which  we  have  fpoken  in  a  former  volume  f .  Nor     ^*  ^    ' 
in  his  next  expedition  into  Syria,  and  his  fiege  of  Aleppo,  un- 
^Pj"  his  new  general  Manfabekin  i  which  he  was  forced  to 
Taife  at  the  approacl^  of  tfe^  Greeks,  who  were  fent  to  its  re- 

*  BTIerbflot,  ubi  Cup.  *  See  b^fo^e,  vqL  iij.  p.  83, 

t  Vpl.  iii.p.82,  &fc^, 

lief. 
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licf^  in  or4tr.ta^aib9»  baitlo;  aQ4>  hafrtoggio^daicom- 

piet^/((flory  Qveft^^^  ^tj^nipte4  the  pkte  with  thqliim 

iU.(ucpefs>  aod  thoo^t  fitj  at  lei^tb,  to  ab^don  U>  vrlnboQt 

tt)i9  Khallf's  kaye.    The  reader  may  fee  a  fultet  accoi:mt  c( 

that  cacpeditioQ  in  the  vohnne  abcfve  quoted  <. 

^tnfidn^  [  JSTei^ther  caioe  heoffmcH-b  honourably  in  his  atteoa^t  to 

imprt/hff?  'punfto  his  oiew  Vapr,-  TdJ^ifb  Ebn  Tpfif^  ajad-  his  brotha:$,  fei 

his  /^Js/^ 'their  ^vflficc:  and  ci;QdleXLU3rtioo5»  by  'which  they  had  aa  '" 

ajaimnenfe  we^th  amongft  them*    Hecaufed  them,  m 

tpbe  all  re4^e4  and  each  Qf  them  to  be  feparately  imprlfQi 

and  their  i^-gottea  riehes  to  be  eonfifeated  to  his  treafw; 

forced  to    b^t  this  feverity  excited  fuch  m  univerlAl  tumult  through  t 

relea/e       ^hole  City  of  Mit/r,,  and  (o  mtlch  outrage  and  plundering 

i^iif'  be  committed,  th^t  he  was  obliged  to  releafe  them  out; 

their  C0nfincm«at,.and  .refund  all  the  wealth,  to  prevent 

Jawhar     general  icifurreftion  in  thdr  favour.     In  this  year  died  \ 

^ies  in       Qoce  fuccefsful  and  Ughly  efleemed  general  Jawhary  to  wii( 

dif grace,     tiie  Fatemites  owe  the  (wtft  and  noble  conqueft  oi  Egypt ;  * 

fince  then  ftripped  of  the  honours  aiKi  riches  he  had  fo 

rioufly  acquired,  on  account  of  his  ill  fuccefs,  and. 

,  .  difgrace,  in  Syriay  laitely  mentioned*. 

Khali fi        Ah  AZlZy  notwithftanding  all  the  ill  fuccefs  he 

^^^^'        met  with  in  Syria^  was  ftiU  meditating  a  frefh  expedil 

99^-      thither  againft  the  Greeks^  who  were  poflefled  of  the  n 

confiderabie  pkces,  when  he  was  fuddenly  fnatched  away 

death  ;  fome  authors  fay,  in  Bath  al  Belbis,  or  Bettais,  od 

fay,  by  a  complication  qf  difeafes,  in  the  386th  year  of 

JHfejra ;  being  then  42  years,  eight  months,  and  14  days 

'  and  having  reigned  2 1  years,  five  months,  and  1 7  days* 

CharaSler.  have  already  obferved,  that  he  is  reprefented,  by  thcg< 

Uty  of  the  Mojlem  writers,  as  a  prince  of  a  moft  excellent 

pofition,  fingular  juAice,  lenity,  and  affection  to  his  peo] 

tK>twith(landing  which,  he  hath  been  feverely  lampooned 

,  ing  his  life,  for  his  too  highly  favouring  the  Chriftians 

Jc-ws^  and  fufTering  them  to  infult  over,  and  opprefs,  his  fal 

Jul  MoJUm  fubjefts.     file  had  aftually  one  of  the  fori 

^med  Ifa^  for  his  fecretary,  and  one  of  the  latter,  for 

treafurer,  whofe  name  was  Manajfeh ;  who,  they  complaii 

.    'ijpheld  them  in  their  infolence;  both  whom  he  difcan 

and  ftripped  of  all  their  wealth,  on  that  account.     And 

yery  thing  might  be  the  motive  which  induced  him  to 

fome  other  fatirifts,  who  had  wrote  againft  his  Vazir, 

.  f  Vol  iiii  p  117,  &  fetf.         ^  h\,  Makih,  Abul'fcd.  &rf 
Tap.  citat.  vid.  Sc   fup.  vol.   iii.  p.  103.  *  Al  MakiS 

^BUt'FED.  vid.  k  voL  iii,  p.  129,  k  k\, 

r      .  ,  '  Oth< 
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other  auntfleFs;  vAih  (uch  generous  lenity  as  lie  diet ;  of  whk)l, 
and  fome  other  particul^s  relating  to  his  charader,  we  hs^vfi 
dfewhere  ghrea  aa  account  K 

He  wasfncceeded  by  his  foa  j^ht,  alias  Manjur,  fince  fif-  AlHakem 
named  Jl  Hakemy  but  under  the  guardianfliip  of  one  of  hys,  ^^amr'il- 
^ite  eunuchs,  named  Arjuan  M  Arghevan^^,  minifter.of  ^^»  3^ 
great  experience  and  approved  integrity  ;  to  whom  Aziz  ^^^^^f^I 
committed  that  important  truft  before  his  death,  bis  fon  b^-   Si^^^ 
]Qg  then  nq  more  than  eleven  years  old.     We  find  nothing   *  996. 
remarkable  concerning  the  fermer  part  of  his  reign,  till  the 
year  of  the  Mejra  396,  or,  according  to  others,  397,  and  i^ 
the  nth  of  his  re^n,  when  a  ftrange  infurreftion  was  made  A  dread- 
ia  his  domjnioQSy.  under  the  conduft  of  an  obfcure  watec-/*'^''**''*'^^ 
canier,  of  the  city  of  Mefr  \  though  defcended,  or  pretend-  ^^^^^if' 
m  tQ  be  defcended,  from  Hejbam  Abd'^l  MaJek,  of  tht^^'^'-fi*"'^ 
loufc  of  Ontmiyak  K  ,     " 

He  ivas  chiefly  known  by  the  nick-name  of  Abu  Rawak^Qv 
rather  Butler^  from  his  carrying  his  water  about  in  bottles. 

He  began  this  dangerous  enterprize,  as  all  upftarts  of  tb^t 
fiamp  ufually  do,  by  preaching  and  crying  aloud  for  a  refor- 
ttationof  life  and  manners,  both  in  the  flreets  and  h^W4y§, 
among  the  zealous  Mojlems ;  and,  by  a  more  than  ordinaiy 
fcew  of  fanftity,  captivated  fuch  yaft  multitudes  of  them,  hy 
degrees,  that  ^hefaw  himfelf,  at  length,  at.  the  head  of  a  coa- 
liderable  army ;  by  whofe  affiftance  he  made  himfelf  maftp 
of  all  the  Upper  Egy^9  whence,  having  defeated  the  troops 
that  were  fept  againil  him,  he  led  his  own  to  the  kingdom 
of  Barka^  which  he  as  quickly  reduced.  Al  Hakem  had  till  j^^  ^^  ^ 
«ow  feenaed  to  defpife  thefe  forces)  and  their  contemptible  a^^^^^ 
leader;  but,  at  laft,  alarmed  at  their  prodigious, fiiccefe, 
thought  it  high  time  to  gather  up  his  heft  troops  from  all 
parts  of  his  dominions,  even  from  Syria^  to  fend  againff  kjin ; 
^bo  attacked  them  with  fuch  bravery  and  fpeed,  that  th^y 
>verc  aU  either  cut  in  pieces,  or  put  to  flight,  and  their  lead-  ^ 
€r>  who  had  by  this  time  affumed  the  title  of  Al  Ndyer  Bea^ 
viri'llahf  taken  and  brought  prilbner  to  Me/r^,  and,  after 
kaving  dillurbcd  the  ftate  feveral  months,  was  put  to  death 
hy  the  Khalif's  order,  and,  as  fome  write,  was  beheaded Jn 
hw  very  prcfence  (K).  Upon  vhich  his  revolted  fbUowers 

were 

^  Ibid.  p.  129,  &  fcq.  '  Dchac,  vid-  fup.  vol.  1.  p.  i'k 

^vol.ii.  p.  2.  M4,  &  feq, 

(K)  According  to  D'^Herhelot    dered  him  to  be  tied,  hands  and 
and  bit  authors,  the  Khalif  or«    feet,  on  a  camel's  back,  arid  to    ^ 

be 
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^jirere  quickly  difperfed,  and  an  end  put  to  Hit  infarredioo^ 
after  feveral  bloody  battles  fought  on  both  fides  °^. 

The  next  confiderable  event,  during  diat  Khalifat^ 
the  virulent  manifefio  ifTued  out  at  Baghdad  againft 


againfithe  ^gyp^i^^^  Khalifs,  and  eatpofing*  theit  faHe  pretenfions  to  t 
Egyptian  Fatemite  line.    We  have  already  given  a  fall  account  of  ^ 


extraordinary  piece^  and  the  probable  occafipn  whidi 

Wf  th  to  it,  in  a  former  volume  ",  and  (hall  only  obferve 

*®*S'     that  that  politic  pontif  had  got  it  fubfcribcd  by  a  good 

ber  of  the  real  defcendants  of  the  houfe  of  Ali^  as  well  as 

much  greater  of  Kadis ^  and  other  eminent  men  in  thelUw;^ 

order  to  give  the  greater  fanftion  to  the  contents  of  that ' 

daration,  and  to  explode  more  efTeftuaUy  the  preteoikMia; 

the  Egyptian  Khalifs  to  the  Fatemite  lineage.     Hakem 

horribly  piqued  at  this  manifefto,  Ivhich  had  been  afl 

fpread  through  his  Syrian  and  Egyptian  dominions,  as 

as  thofe  of  the  Khalifat  of  Baghdad ;  but,  as  he  kneC^  be 

lEiot  explode  the  greater  part  of  its  contents^  he  (at 

himfelf  with  ifluing  one  of  his  own,  full  of  invedives 

bitter  anathemas  againf):  the  whole  race  of  the  Ji 

Khalifs.    Not  long  ^ter  which,  he  had  the  mortification 

bear,  that  his  favourite  Khyed  Abu  Shajahj  whom  he 

raifed  to  the  goverment  of  Aleppo^  renounced  his  depend 

and  fubjeAion  to  him,  and  fet  up  for  Emir  of  that  sietr^ 

polls. 

AlHakem     AL  HAKE  M,  by  what  afccident  we  are  not  t(^d,  dW,  | 

runs  mad^  length,  run  quite  mad,  and  iflued  out  the  moft  prepofteroi 

wdfancies  cdifts ;  one,  in  particular,  enjoining  all  the  (hops  and  hod) 

himfelf      jj^  ^/  Kayro  to  be  kept  open  and  lighted,  forbidding  the  wf 

men  to  flir  abroad  on  any  pretence,  and  the  hollers  and  (hoii 

makers  to  make  neither  (hoes  nor  hofe  for  their  ufe.    Heot 

dere2(  alfo,  that  whatever  other  neceffaries  were  brought  & 

their  ufe,  fhould  be  reached  in  to  them  at  the  door  haj 

opened,  and  at  the  end  of  a  fork,  pallet,  or  flice ;  and  the  v() 

*»  Al  Makin,  ABt;L'F£0.  ubifup. .  "  Vol.  iii.  p.  i6a  &ref 


God. 


be  led  through  the  fireets  of 
dR/if/r,  with  an  ape  faflened  to 
his  back,  which  kept  thumping 
him  on  the  back  of  the  head 
with  a  hard^  (lone  till  he  died 
(34);  \iJix.  Al  Mstkirty  and  ABul- 
fiday  only  fay,  that  he  was  be- 

(34;  Bibliai,  OrUnt,  p,  41  j. 


headed  in  the  Khalirsprefeni 
and  his  head  expofed  to  pob; 
view  in  all  the  ilreets  of  thee 
pital ;  after  which,  both  tbii 
and  the  reft  of  his  body  wci 
publicly  hungon  a  gibbet  iWH 
cd  for  ttat  purpofc  (35).         ' 

(35)  ^bifup^^J,  Q  W.  iii»/.  'i'* 
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,«icn  to  reccirc  it.  from  behind  thedpor,  unfeen,  and  iWth 
hands  covered  with  their  long  lleeves.     His  madriefe  - 
to  fuch  a  height,  as  to  fancy  .himfelf  a  god  ;  and,  in- 
)g  upon  being  addrefled  as  fuch,  prdered  a  iQng  catalogue  , 
tie  written  of  above  16,000  perfons,  who  complied  Wkk 
foUy. 

These  Were  mofUy  the  Dararians^  a*  new  feft  fprung  up  tfj^  Dar»- 
t  this  time,  and  were  fo  called  from  their  chief,  one  'Mo'tizn/e^ 
W  E6n  IJbmaely  fir  named  Darari  ;  who  is  fuppofed  toacknoftv* 
infpired  the  mad  Khalif  with  that  impious  conceit ;  and  i^dgt  bi^ 
^ho,  fetdng  up  for  a  fecond  Mofes^  taught  his  followers, Ac^. 
1  openly  affirmed  Haketn  to  be  the  great  creator  of  the 
iverfe :  for  which  blafphemous  impiety,  a  jealous  Tur^ 
iC  no  fcruple  to  ftab  him  in' the  KhaliPs  chariot.     His 
tth  was  followed  by  the  plundering  and  pulling  down  his    ' 
[fc  at  Kayro,  and  the  maflacre  of  many  of  his  wicked  fol- 
ers,  during  a  three  days  uproar  in  that  city  5  all  which 
I  the  gates  being  fliut  up,  the  poor  Turk  was  taken,  con- 
ned, and  executed,  by  order  of  the  Khalif. 
This  abominable  feft,  of  which  we  have  elfewhcre  given  pUgri. 
fall  account  %  and  which,  our  authors  tell  us,  had  propa- wa^^/ff 
ited  itfelf  from  Perfia^  where  it  had  its  rife,  quite  .through  Mecca 
Xyria,  Egypt,  &c.  as  being  artfully  calculated  tofkvi^.Mika'/uppreffid, 
^miifai  of  every  thing  that  is  difguftful  to  corrupt  nature,  and 
to  introduce  all  kinds  of  licentioufnefs,  did  not  expire  With  its    1017. 
•liiithor.  ^arari  left  a  difciple  behind  him,  named  Hamza'\ 
*Who,  encouraged  by  the  infatuated  Hakem,  fpread  it  far  and 
!>ride  through  his  dominions':  fo  that  there  quickly  followed 
a  total  abrogation  of  all  the  Mohammedan  fafts,  feftiVaEl?,  pil- 
;grimages,  the  grand  one  to  Mecca  in  particular,  together  with 
the  ufual  yearly  prefents  of  tapeftiy  from  Kayr9  to  Moham- 
tori's  tomb  ;  of  which  we  have  given  an  account  in  a  former 
fcftionP.  '  . 

'   These,  and  many  other  the  like  infults  and  indignities,  T-^^-Purl^ 
committed  in  this  and  in  his  Syrian  dominions,  to  which  ih^ialarmed 
feft  had  fpread  its  poifon,  juftly  alarmed  the  zealous  Mojlems^for  their 
and  made  ^hem  apprehenfive,  that  his  defign  was  to  abolifhr^//fw». 
M^hammedtfm^  and  introduce  his  own  worfhip,  with  its  licen- 
'tious  tenets,  throughout  his  two  kingdoms.     They  were, 
^owever,  rid  of  all  their  fears  foon  after,  by  the  unexpeftcd 
jinurder  of  the  Khalif ;  which  had  been  fome  time  hatchitg 
■againft  him,  between  his  own  fifter,  S^ar  Molcha^  and  the 
head  general  of  his  troops,  who  hired  a  man  for  that  pur-^ 

®  Vol.  iii.  p.  177,  &  feq.  ?  Before,  ibid.  &  feq.vid. 

•tpaff.REKAVDOT  Hill.  Patriarch.  Alexandr.  p^  390-^^97. 

pofe, 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


tmi/* 


1020. 


asfi  Tki  Mcdern  Bifiory  B.  X\ 

AlHakem  pdlc,  iaaiftcd  Ebn  Dawas ;  who,  under  |)retcnce  of  the  1 

'^  ^       fiPs.  defigning  to  cut  him  off,  cauied  him  oo  he  aiTaffic 
with  his  finall  retinue,  on  MoUnt  aJ  M»lkattony  whe 
•«&aUy  repaired  with  them  every  morning  before  day-l 
to  have,  as  he  gave  out,  his  do&  inieroourfes^  with  <  ^ 
Mofes  did  on  that  of  Horeb  ^. 

Thus  fell  the  impious  Khalif,  in  the4iTth 
Hejray  the  26th  of  his  reign,  and  the  37th  of  his  agt,^ 
gretted  by  any,  and  abhorred  by  all  his  iubje€fs ;  not-oi 
account  of  bis  ftrange  impieties,  but  of  his  fre«|iie&l^| 
mad  failles  of  tyranny  and  cruelty ;  of  which  there 
the  better  judge,  by  the  inftances  we  ftiall  fubjola^ 
margin  (Z).    Immediately  after  his  death,  which  his^ii 


^  AlMakin,  AbvlVAd.  RfiiiAUD.ubifup« 


la.  p.  180. 

(Z)  We  have  ajreadf  given 
a  lar^  account  of  this  KhallTs 
charadier  and  mad  extravagan- 
cies, and  (hall  here  ODiy  recapi- 
tulate, in  few  words,  fome  of 
the  moil  flagrant  and  inhuman, 
by  way  of  fpecimcn ;  and  among 
them  we  may  reckon  his  order- 
ing the  ciey  of  Me/r^  or  41  Kay- 
royXo  Ke plandered  and  jaumed, 
and  its  inhabitants  to  be  maf- 
facred,  by  his  troops,  for  a  lam^ 
poon^^  of  complaints  againft 
hif&rav^yi  and  his  atrocious 
behaviour  at  that  moil  dreadful 
fcene  (36).  He  forced,  more- 
over, all  the  Chriflians  and 
3^fwj,  by  fundry  cruel  methods, 
to  renounce  their  religion,  and 
in  a  little  while  after  permitted 
them  to  return  to,  and  make 
Qpen  profeffion  of;it;  but  ob- 
liged all  men  and  women,  of 
both  religions,  to  wear  a  mark 
of  diftindiion  lipon  their  upper 
garment,  to  prevent  their  being 
taken  for  Mojlems,  He  caufed 
ibme  of  the  churches  of  the 
-former  to  be  dempUihed  ;  par- 
ticularly that  of  Cah/ary^  or 
rcfurredion,  2XJtrufalem^  and 


&  vid.ftf^p|« 


to  be  f^boilt  fome  fma^^w 
after. 

In  Hke  manner,  he  recked 
the  maniieflo  which  h4l  had 
publiihed  agaihft  all  thcKha- 
lifs  which  had  reigned."  iinCB 
Alu  as  ufurpers  of  thefacixffio^ 
but  confirmed  his  formfr  inter- 
.  di^ion  of  pilgrimage  loMiccA, 
the  faft  of  Ramadan^  or  Jent,  the 
keeping  of  Friday  hoJy»and.|hc 
five  prayers  of  the  Mofiem  oa 
work- day 5,  tho'  all  enjowcd  by 
the  Korwi  (37) ;  and,  infteadof 
viiiting  Mohammed^  tofnb  ^ 
Mecca,  ordained-that  devotion* 
ary  journey  to  be  ma^e  ^ 
another  molk  in  Arabia  Felifti 
to  which  he  himfcif  made 
one  journey,  according  to  the 
rites  and  tenets  of  Ham/ok^  ^ 
fucceiTor  of  Dfrari,  who  now 
fet  up  for  chiet  director  .of  that 
impious  fedi  which,  affl^ng^ 
other  monftrous  licentioufn^t;?* 
allowed  of  marriages  between 
fathers  and  children,  bribers 
and  fillers,  i^c.  and- forbad' all 
the  fails,  fcllivals,  and  pi%»- 
mages,    enjoined    bv  *'''»«• 


(36)  ^before^Tol.  «i,  ^  igo.         ^37)  Ibi^.  vol.  i.  p.  374.  X02,  et 
'  'ts8;^»'-  «»•  »V*'/*  'tyaerhUt,  AlMAirtj  Alul'fur*  RenauJ,  ub' Jup,  1 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC" 


H 


3*  ^/Hgypt.  257 

coBcealed  till  £he  Iwd  privately  m^cfc  away /With  his 
derers,  flie  took  upon  bcr  the  reins  of  government,  and 
'  his  Ton  to  be  proclaimed  his  fucc^fEsr,  under  the  title 
aher  Ledinflkhi, 
TH  AtiER  was  but  fevcn years  6f  age,  when  he  was  Al  Tha- 
aed  Khalif  oi  Egypt  and  Syria  \  he  was  before  called  her,  ^b 
jfun  Ben  AJh  but  was  tbenfaluted  by  the  furname  of  Khali/ of . 
Thahur  Leezar-dinVllah ;  and  his  aunt  took  upon  her  ^BXpt* 
cy  of  the  two  kingdoms  of  Egypt  and  Syria^  ^nd,. 
iier  brother  four  years,  died  In  the  year  of  the 
1 4  X  ^,  as  we  have  elfcwherc  fhewn  ^     j41  Thahcr  reigned 
her  deceafe  eleven  years ;  but  fo  obfcurely,  that  the 
.^^^jlc  writers  have  not  left  us  any  thing  confiderable  cort- 
€^&g  his  reign  ;  excepting  what  fome  of  them  fay,  in  op- 
pdBtfon  to  the  reft,  that  he  made  the  fl:ri<3:eft  enquiry  after 
hislather's  aflaflins,  as  the  moft  public  and  fevere  objcfts  of 
his  Joftice  and  refentment ;  wherqas  the  others  tell  us,  that 
his  a^nt  caufcd  them  to  be  privately  murdered  before  flie  de* 
clared  openly  the  death  of  her  brother  *.     The  former  give  it 
tousas  oneof  the  moft  ftiining  parts  of  his  Khalifat,  and  the 
latter  as  a  pregnant  inftancc  of  his  courage  and  policy.  How- 
ever that  be,  tome  of  them  add,  byway  of  panegyric,  th^the 
was  a  prudent  and  peaceable  prince,  and  a  lover  of  poetry* 
He  reigned  1 5  years  and  fome  months,  and  died  at  Jl  Kayro^  His  deaiL- 
in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  427  ;  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fori    1035, 
Abu  Zamim  Ma'bad,  an  infant,  under  feven  years  of  age ;  who 
in  time  afTumed  the  title  of  AlMoflcinfer  Bi'IIah,  ana  enjoyed  Moftanfer 
theKlialifat  fixty  years,  tho'not  without  fundry  deep-laid  con-  Bi^Jlah, 
fpiracies,  which  were  formed  againft  him  during  his  Xong^th  Khalif 
reign ;  but  which,  however,  he  found  means  either  to  deteft^/'l^gyp*- 
or  defeat,  by  his  extraordinary  addrefs  au^  fagacity,  and  was, 
in  other  points,  a  prince  of  great  moderation,  and,  by  his  mild 
government,  gained  the  love  of  his  fubjefts.     He  had,  how-  ForhiJtp 
cyer,  the  mortification,  in  the  third  year  of  his  Khalifat,  tohpfoyei  - 
fee  l^felf  publicly  difclaimed  by  Sakh  Ebn  WarJIjat,  the  Emir/"*- 
oTl^rran,  one  of  his  vaffals,  who  forbad  him  to  be  prayed     »®3V^ 
for  flirough  all  his  dominions,  and  ordered  the  name  of  Jl 
^^Jrtn,  Khalif  of  Baghdad,  to  be  fubftituted  in  his  room  \ 

«I0THBR  revolt  happened  againft  him  in  his  Syrian  do-  Sucr/fs  in 
tniflbns;  whither  he  fpeedily  fent  a  powerful  army,  under  Syria, 
t}^^^ — ^^^^  Qf  ^ji2ijhtekin  al.  Jnuflj-Takiii^  who  quickly      1041.     , 
^4  *^ofe  parts,  and  added  fome  farther  conquefts  to  his 

k  11.  p.  190.  •  Conf.  Al  Makin,  Abtj'lfed. 

«  iRAj.  &   Lebtarik    Ebn   Amid   Kondemir,  k  al. 

P'343-     - 
T.  Vol.  XIV.  S  domialoas 
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domlaloQS  there.    This  expedition  happened  in  the  fatk 
year  of  his  Khalifat,  and  433d  of  the  Hejra.     But  the  m<^. 
amnll  Aifl^ining'part  of  his  reign  was  his  affifling  the  revolted  Al  \ 
ifayem.    ^^p{firi  againft  M  Kayem^  the  Khalif  of  Baghdad^  both  widi^ 
1^54-     ^<^P^  ^^^  money;  iofomuch  that  he  was,  at  length,  oblige jfi 
to  apply  to  Togrol  Bek  for  affiftance  againft  that  fuccefeful/ 
rebel.     As  we  have  givgn  a  full  account  of  that  tran&ftioa* 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  Khalifs,  we  (hall  refer  our  readers  to  it 
to  avoid  repetitions  %  and  only  obferve  here,  as  moft  perd-, 
nent  to  our  hiftory  of  the  Egyptian  Khalifat,  that  Mojlanfir 
Pvclaim'  carried  his  fuccefs  in  that  revolt,  fo  as  to  caufe  himfelf  tobe 
€d  at        proclaimed  Khalif  of  Baghdad^  in  that  grand  metropolis,  and 
Baghdad,  (q  ^c  prayed  for  as  fuch  in  the  principal  moflc  of  it,  in  the 
'^^        450th  year  of  the  Hejra.    So  that  nothing  lefs,  in  all  proba- 
bility,   than  the    powerful  interpofition  of  the  great  To- 
groly  in   favour  of  Jl  Kayem,  could  have    prevented  his 
making  himfelf  mafter  of  his  Khalifat  and  dominions.  How  all 
thefeprofpeAs  and  meafures  were  defeated  by  that  conqueror, 
the  proud  Bajfafiri  defeated  and  flain,  and  Al  Kayem  reftored 
in  great  triumph  to  his  capital,  by  the  fuperior  force  of  that 
.  generous  prince,  we  have  ftiewn  in  the  volume  above-quoted ' ; 
and  from  this  aera  we  may  date  the  gradual  decline  of  the 
'     Egyptian  Khalifs  glory.     His  difappointment,  by  the  defeat 
aind  death  of  his  chief  inftrument  and  affiftarit,  was  foon  fol- 
lowed by  the  defcftion  of  the  city  of  Aleppo^  in  favour  of 
MahmudAzzoi'ddawlay  the  defeat  of  that  powerful  army  which 
he  fent  to  reduce  it,  and   the  total  lofs  of  that  important 
place  *,  with  its  rich  and  confiderable  dependencies ;  and, 
what  was  ftill  much  more  deplorable,  by  the  horrid  ravages 
and  butcheries  which  that  tyrannic  rebel  committed,  not  only 
in  that  principality,  but.  in  all  the  adjacent  provinces ;  which 
he  put  to  fire  and  fword,  not  fparing  age,  fex,  or  condition, 
without  oppofition. 
"A^evout     T"^^^  dreadful  difafters  were  followed  by  a  moft  terrible 
fM^jte.     famine,  which  raged  with  fuch  fury,  not  only  in  Syria^  bnt 
1^*^     over  all  Egypt,  in  the  year  459  of  the  Hejra ,  that  cats  an<l 
dogs  were  fold  at  the  rate  of  four  or  five  Egyptian  dinars,  and 
every  kind  of  provifion  in  proportion.     Myriads  of  inhabi- 
•  tants  died  in  AlKayro  for  want  of  food  ;  infomuch  that  the 
very  Vafir's  domeftics  were  fo  roduced  by  it,  that  he  had  but 
one  fcrvant  left,  who  was  able  to  attend  him  to  the  Khalifs 
palace,  and  to  whom  he  gave  the  care  of  his  horfe,  at  his 
alighting  at  the  gate ;  but,'  at  his  return,  fotind  him,  to  his 

»  Vol.  iii.  p.  2S1,  &  feq.         ^  Ibid,  p.*  144,  &•  feq.        «Ibi^. 
p.  247,  &  feq. 

•    ^  ^  great 
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great  furpilie,  ttrricd  off,  killed,  and  cat,  by  three  i5oof  z\*t>iri 
ffloMandlhed  men.    He  went  back,  and  complained  of  it  to  tffe&s  of 
Moftunfer\  who  ordered  them  to  be  apprehended,  and  hanged <^* 
m.  gibbets  o-eAed  for  that  purpofe ;  and,  to  his  much  great- 
^araftoniihment,  wa^  tdld,  on  the  irery  next  morning,  that  a 
freSi  famifhed  troop  in  that  neighbourhood  had  torn  the 
Ml  off  th^ir  carcaies,  and  left  nothing  hanging  btit  the  bare 
bones.    And  to  fuch  a  degree  rf  mifery  were  the  people  re- 
daced  by  that  time,  that,  not  only  in  hiscapital>  but  in  many 
other  cities  and  towni  of  Egypt i  the  carcaffes  of  thofe  that 
died,  either  through  want  or  any  other  diftemper^  were  boil- 
ed, and  the  fmall  remains  of  fleih  publicly  fold,  at  a  \iSt 
price.. 

AtL  this  while,  the  Khalif  bad  ftiewed  th(*moft  ejtemplaijf  Extretae 
inftances  of  charity  and  generolity  towards  his  fubjefts ;  bur,  fnifery  of 
finding  it  all  too  little  to  ftipply  the  wants  ctfTuch  vaft  multi-  the  peophi 
tades,  thought  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  enlarge  his  bene- 
ficence; which  he  did  to  filch  a  degree,  that,  of  above  fo,obO' 
horfes,  camels,  and  mules,  wiiich  he  had  in  his  ftables,  he 
had  not  above  three  horfes  left  when  chat  calamity  was  hap- 
pily removed.    He  had,  moreover,  not  only  parted  with  all 
the  money,  jewels,  arid  other  things  of  value,  with  which  his  ^^^  K^a^ 
prcdeccffors  had  inrichcd  the  royal  treafury;  but  had  like- ^'/•^A^*- 
wife  parted  with  all  the  coftly  furniture  of  his  palaces  and  fe-  loargemro- 
raglios,  as  well  as  an  immenfe  wealth  which  Bajfajiri  had-^p'  ''^    , 
brought  away  from  thofe  of  the  Khalifs  of  Baghdad,  at  ^is ' 
taking  and  plundering  of  that  capital ;  of  which  the  reader 
roay  fee  a  mdre  diffufe  detail*  in  a  former  volume  ",  together 
with  that  of  fundry  other  dreadful  diforders  committed  by  the 
Khalif's  troops  during  that  calamity,  which  need  not  be  here 
repeated. 

A  MOST  grievous  peflilcnce,  that  immediately  followed  thc^^^/^^aj 
famine,  which  is  commonly  the  natural  confequence  of  it,  OC" peffilence. 
cafioned  by  tb^  great  variety  of  unwholfome  food,  which^ 
greedily  devoured  by  the  famifhcd  multitudes,   helped  to 
complete  the  mifery  of  this  unhappy  kingdom  (A),  not  only 

by 

*  Vol.  iii.  p,  2^S. 

(A)  it  will  not  be  amifs  here  emperor,  to  intfeat  him,  in  thd 
to  remind  our  readers,  that  Jl  huifibleft  terms,  and  by  magni- 
^ojlan/erwzs  the  Khalif  who,  ficent  pi-efents,  to  rcilore  the 
ye  formerly  took  notice,  is  river  Nt'/e  to  its  ancient  courfe 
laid,  by^/Mtf^i«,  to  haie  fent.  and  cha5el,  the  obftrqaion  of 
^  ambalTy   to   the  AliJ/inian    which   had  almoft  rained  his 

S  a  coua- 
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by  the  myriads  of  its  rem«niog  iababitaiic$,  whkh  it  otrriedj 
off,l:iut  by  the  encouragemeat  that  its  caMiattous.afld  iefo* 
•  late  coadition  gave  the  lately-revolted  Abu  AH  At  Hafiai 
ln*vadidhy  Nafrddowlu^  to  invade  it  at  the  head  of  his  ntunenms  Tirriii 
/iir Turks,  and  Curds  ^,  the  very  ne^ct  year.    He  bcg^  with  beftegK| 
theKhalif  in  his  own  palace ;  who,  being  then  in  no  Goadi 
tion  to  oppofe  his  progreft^  was  oooftrataed  to  bay  himfel 
off,  at  the  expenee  c^  all  the  valuables  that  were  left  in  hk 
exbaufted  t^eafury  and  capital.    Yet  did  not  that  hinder  thi 
Biercilefs, plunderers  from  ravaging  all  the  Loivsr  Egypt,  froo 
Al  Kayro  quite  down  to  Aiexatulria^  and  committing  the  mof 
horrid  cruelties  through  all  that  long  era^^> quite  to  thede 
iart  of  Al  Kolzon ;  in  which  they  were  fure  to  meet  all  th* 
way  with  frefli  reinforcements  from  )BiM5Dgft  the  poor  minej 
.inhabitants,  whofe  defperate  conditi<)n  m^e  them  readil| 
1067      -1^^^  themfelves  to  them  ^.  In  the  two  fubfeqaemt  jsears,  thei| 
1068!     happened  two  very  confiderabk  revolts  in  his  Syrian  dotm{^ 
nions  ;  the  firA  at  Damafius^  and  tbe  fecoad  at  Aleppo ;  iijf^^ 
Urw  ri'    which  the  revolted  Emir  <>f  it  ordered  the  FtUemite  idiaiifs  ti 
volts  in     be  fupprefled  through  his  doaiiniicms,  and  thofe  of  Bagbdat 
Syria.       to  be  fubftituted  in  their  fkad '^.  1 

*n,  th         Towards  the  latter  end  of  his  life,  Mq/hnfer  committcj 
iP   *  *.  ^^^  ^^^^  ^"^  government  of  Egypt  to  bis  favourite  mmiftci^ 
He  tffe-  ^"?^  BedrAl  Germnal,  an  Armmian^  who  was  his  Va^ir^c- 
^  '  jieral,  and  fac-totum^  whilft  the  Khalif  had  little  more  left 

^  De  hi«,  vid.  fup.  vol.  iv.  p.  1,  ^feq.  *  At  Ma^kjh» 

ubi  fup.  p.  376,  &  feq.  &  al.  vid,  &  vol.  ill.  jp.  t^6y  U  i^ 

^  See  before,  ibid.  p.  277,  ic  feq. 

country  (i) :  this  paflagc  hath  However,  the  Egyptian  writcn 

been  cenfured,  as  well  as  its  tell  us«  that  that  calamity  bad 

authority,  by  fome  learned  mo-  been  preceded  the  year  before, 

derns,  tho'  without  any  founda*  hQt  only  by  the  Appearance  of 

tioB»  as  the  reader  may  iitit  by  fome  (Irange  comets,  but  other 

what  we  have  faid  there.  portentous  phenomena  in  tbe 

It  is,  therefore,  more  likely,  air,  which  had  fpread  an  uni' 

that  the  grievous  famine,  above-  verfal  terror  through  thefe  and 

Jlefcribed,  was  caufed  by  fome  '  his  Syrian  dominions;  whichi 

accidental  fuppreflion  of  that  we  have  already  fhewn,  are  in 

river's    ufual    overflow  ;    bdt  the  main  fidlitious;  and  are  noc 

which  that  Khalif  and  his  coun-  mentioned    by    any  autheatic 

fellors  fuppofed to  bedefignedly  Arabian  hiftorian  (2). 
doA^  by  the  £/i&;V/ia9  monarch. 

(\)See  hifire^  w/,  iil  p,  ^94,  & /#f .  If^tc  (N).  (%)  Uid, p,  tA^>  ^ 

thaa 
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thait  a  nominal  power  >•  and,  as  be  had  a  good  tafte  for  poe- 
try, he  feems  to  have  employed  his  time  in  reading  and  com- 
pofing  ibme  performances  of  that  kin4  ;  one  of  which  EBn 
Jbmed  hath  prefervcd  to  us ;  namely,  a  letter  to  his  Vazir,  on 
tbc  topic   of  fome  revolted  fubjefts;   the  expediency  of 
whofe  puniftiment,  iind  execution,  that  minifter  had  been 
urging  to  hito,  but  whom  he  rather  judged  the  proper  objefts  rr.    .    t 
of  his  clemency  and  pardon.    He  died  in  the  6oth  year  of  his    '^^f* 
reign,  and  of  the  Hijra  487 ;  and  was  fuccecded  by  his  fon        ^^' 
AhidKafem^  whom  he  had,  at  the  requeft  of  his  Vazir,  nomi-  AlMofta'- 
oated  to  the  faccefTion  a  little  before  his  death  ^;  and  who,  H,  Stb 
at  his  inftallation,  took  thefirpame  of  Al  Mofta'iil    He  was  Khalifef 
A\  M^an/^r*syoungeft  fon,  but  was  raifed  tp  the  Khalifat  by  £gypt» 
the  intrigues  of  the  old  Vazir,  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  jolajcends  tU 
the  new  one,  firnamed  Afdal ;  who  had  conceived  a  preju-  '^*?f  ^ 
dice  agaiaft  theeldeft,  named  Nezar,  on  account  of  fome  flight    .  ,  .  ' 
affront ;  of  which  we  have  given  a  detail  in  the  volume  laft  ^T  *  '*' 
quoted^:  the  confequence  whereof  was,  that  Afg/?£i7i  having,  "^*'^' 
by  the  intereft  of  the  prime  minifter,  been  proclaimed,  and 
acknowledged  by  all  the  grandees  of  the  court  and  army,   . 
and  by  all  the  learned  lawyers  and  judges,  as  lawful  fucceflbr 
to  the  deceafed,  who  were  all  his  creatures,  and  had  been 
advanced  by  him  to  their  rcfpeftive  polls  for  that  very  end,^ 
Nezar^  his  eldeft  brother,  fled  as  foon  as  he  could  to  Jlexah* 
dria^  with  all  his  friends,  and  there  maintained  his  title  ^* 

^inft  hioi.     The  Vazir,  however,  did  not  fuller  him  to 
conteft'it  with  him,  but  marched  fpeedily  thither  at  the  head 
of  a  powerful  army ;  and,  having  laid  clofe  fiege  to  the  place, 
foon  obliged  him  to  furrender  it,  anc'  himfelf  prifoner.  It  was 
at  firft  expefted,  from  the  nature  of  his  crime,  and  the  grudge 
which  he  bore  to  that  prince,  that  he  would  have  fent  him 
in  irons  to  his  brother,  and  have  got  him  to  be  put  to  death; 
yct>  whatever  his  motive  might  be  for  It,  he  freely  gave  him  ^'^'**J 
his  life,  and  procured  his  pardon  from  the  Khalif,  in  hopes  jl^l^ 
that  it  might  prove  a  means  to  reduce  him  by  kindnefs  to  ac-  '    ''*      * 
knowledge  his  title  and  authority,  as  all  his  other  brethrea  y 

had  done  by  that  time.     Inftead  of  which,  this  clemency 
proved  only  a  Ihort  reprieve,  or  rather  the  fore-runner  of  a 
niuchfeverer  puniftiment ;  for  Nezar  was  not  long  before  he  Pmn  him 
betrayed  the  fame  ambitious  inclination  to  revolt ;   upon  f  «  ^^vr' 
which  he  was  clapt  in  irons,  and  condemned  to  be  IWved  to  ^*'*« 

•AlMakin,  Abu^lfbda,  Abu'lfaraj.  Ebn  Amir,  &  al. 
^ttp.cuat.  vol.iii.  p.  293,  &  feq*  ^  Ubifup.  p.  293,  &  feq. 

S  3  death. 
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death  in  a  dungeon,  or,  as  others  ftUe  it,  between  four'walls, 

juft  wide  enough  to  contain  him  8. 

Takes  Jc-       The  moft  remarkable  tranfaftion  of  this  KhaliPs  reign  was 

irufalem     the  retaking  the  city  of  Jerufalem  frc^  the  Franks  pr  Crvfa- 

fromihe     iers^  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  492,  and  the  immcnfe  plunder 

Pranks.  >    ^j^jch  Jfdai,  his  general,  brought  from  thence;  but  of  this 

■  ^  '     we  have  gWen  an  accpunt  formerly  h,  and  fhall  enlarge  no 

,       longer  upon  itj   nor  upon  fevcral  other  lefs  confiderable 

events,  which  lie  interfperfed  in  the  volume  laft  quoted,  and 

chiefly  relate  to  his  Syrian  dominions. 

'Am«r  He  died  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign,  or,  to  (peak  more 

Beahca-    properly,  he  reigned  fcvcn  years  and  two  months.     His  death 

inillah,     happened  in  the  495th  year  of  the  Hejra,  and,  of  the  Chrif- 

ytff  Khali/ tvan  ara,  1 101,  his  fon  and  fucceflbr,  named  Jbu  AH  JlMan- 

p/Egypt.  ji^jr,  being  then  but  five  years  of  age ;  who  was  nevertKelefs 

proclaimed  arid  inaugurated  immediately  after  his  father's 

death,  tho'  too  young  to  fit  a  horfe  on  that  occafion.    This 

h  «        probably  encouraged  his  uncle,  'l^bu  Man/ur  Berar,  to  attempt 

^^  ^^^       to  dethrone  him ;  to  which  end,  he  haftencd  to  Akxaniria, 

21^^  "^      wihich  was  then  commanded  by  a  bought  flave  of  the  prime 

Vazir  Afdal^  named  Jftekin  \  who,  upon  fome  fpecious  pro-  . 

1  A  f     A  "^*^^^^»  fuffered  him  to  be  proclaimed  Khalif  in  that  city.    Al 

and  take     4f^^^t  ^^^^  governed  the  kingdom  during  the  yonng  Khalif's 

trifon  r.     Diinority  (who  had  taken  the  firnanie  of  Amer  Beahcam'lkh) 

'  *     was  no  fooner  apprifed  of  tliat  revolt,  thnn  he  haftened  to  be? 

fiege  the  two  traitors  in  the  caftle  of  that  placey  and  quickly 

obliged  them  to  furrender  both  it  and  themfelves  into  hi^ 

bands. '  How  he  difpofed  of  them  afterwards,  we  are  not 

told ;  but  Al  y^^/ returned  victorious  to  AlKayro,  and  conr 

tinned  to  aft  under  the  young  prince,  as  his  Vazir,  and  with 

fuch  moderatioii  and  patience,  that  he  gained  the  aflfeftion§ 

and  efteem  of  all  the  Egyptians ;  whilft  the  Khalif,  his  mafter, 

enjoyed,  through  his  means,  a  quiet  and  happy  reign  of  39 

years ;  but  juftly  cenfured  by  moft  hiftorians  of  his  time  for  hts 

Wscha-     cruelty,  craftlnefs,  pride,  debauchery,  exceffive  loveof  game- 

%acier,       jng^  ^nd  mor^  fifpecially  for  his^  ingratitude  to  his  prime  mini- 

fter  the  noble  Afdal;  and  for  his  being,  like  his  father  and 

predleceflbr,' too  great  a  favourer  of  the  6'M/^j,  a  left  amongft 

the  Mojlems  ;  of  which,  and  their  tenets,  we  have  given  aq 

account  in  a  former  volume  '\>    Though,  in  other  refpefts,  he 

is  rcprefented   as  a  prince  of  no  inconfiderable  parts  an(l 

K  Al  Makin,  Abu'li»ed.  &^  al.  fop.  citat.  *»  See  vol.  iiv 

p,  302,  &iv.  p.  138,  *  Vol.  ii.  p,  41,  &fs^. 
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learning,  and  inafter  of  an  elegant  Me.  He  was,  at  length, -^i|^»tf* 
murdered  by  a  fet  of  Bataniftsy  or  mercenary  and  refolute^^'^^* 
alTaffins,  formerly  defcribed  ^  and  hired,  as  is  juftly  fuppofed,  i  *  26. 
for  that  end,  by  the  malccontent  grandees  of  his  court  or 
army,  as  he  was  returning  from  pne  of  his  ufual  walks.  Thus 
fell  that  unhappy  prince,  unpitied  and  unregretted  (the  fe- 
'  venth  Khalif  of  Egypt y  of  the  Fatemite  race,  and  the  tenth  of 
ihR  African  Khalifs,  who  had  revolted  from  the  AhbaJJides  of 
Baghdaftjy  in  the  3  5th  year  of  his  age,  and'  30th  of  his  reign ; 
and  of  the  Hejra  524.  He  had  no  male  iflue,  but  was  luc- 
ceeded  by  his  firft  coufin  JbuU  Mdimun.  Abd^al  Majid,  and 
grandfon  to  Al  Mqftanfer :  who,  with  the  Khalifat,  aflumed  . 
the  furnanje  of  Hafedh  Bedim  Uah :  but  was  neither  inaugu- 
rated, nor  acknowledged  by  the  Egyptian  ftates,  till  they 
were  afTured  whether  the  deceafed's  widow,  who  was  left 
pregnant,  would  be  delivered  of  a  male  or  female ;  being  de- 
termined, if  it  proved  the  "former,  to  declare  him  the  lawful 
fticceflbr  to  the  throne,vand  to  profcribe  his  uncle,  in  cafe  he 
reftrfed  to  acknowledge ;  but,  in  cafe  he  complied  with  ^heir 
determination,  he  was  to  be  appointed  regent  of  the  king- 
dom during  his  minority.  Happily  for  him,  the  widow  was 
brought  to  bed  of  a  daughter  j  upon  which  he  was  proclaim- 
ed and  acknowledged  Khalif  at  Ul  KayrOy  though  not  with- 
out fome  ilrenuous  oppofition  from  ^bu  Hamedy  the  then 
Vazir,  and  one  of  the  late  Afdats  fons ;  who  had  been  pri- 
vately making  all  the  intereft  he  could  amongft  his  father's 
creatures  to  be  himfelf  raifed  to  that  dignity,  as  he  was  then 
the  chief  jcommander  of  all  the  Egyptian  forces  '. 

HAFE  DH'wzs  no  fooner  ffeated  on  the  throne,  than  he  Hafedh 
dcpofed  him,  and  raifed  the  noble  Barham  to  that  dignity  ;  a  ^thKhalif 
perfon  of  great  wifdom  and  merit,  of  noble  extradlion,  and  tf/ Egypt; 
highly  efteemed  for  his  virtues ;  but  was  quickly  after  obliged 
to  remove  him,  and  to  fubilitute  in  his  room  an  ambitious 
fellow,  named  Redwan  Ebn  Wahakjhiy  or  Ebn  Walahakjhiy  up- 
on the  following  occafipn.     BahranC^  adminiftration  was,  in  oHiged'tn 
all  refpefts,  unexceptionable,  excepting  only  that  he  favoured  drpo/e  bis 
the  Chriftians  more,  perhaps,  than  became  a  Mojlem  Khalifs  ^^^i^^ 
prime  minifter,  and  this  was  thought  a  fufficient  pretext  for 
the  ambitious  Redwan  to  attempt  to  get  him  depofed,  and 
himfelf  chofen  in  his  place,  by  main  force,  \(  other  means 
failed.  I^  pqrfuance  of  which  tecacherous  prpjcft,  he  eafily 

*  Before,  vol.  ii.  p.  1 23.  '  Al  Makiv,  &  al.  fop.  citat. 

vid.  &  Al  Makrizi  &  J^'Herb^lot.  Biblioth.  Orient,  p.  io8.     ^ 
fub  voc.  AroeF,  &  p.  634,  fub  voc.  Moftarihet.      »%  Abu*'Lfar« 
AbuYf^d.  AlMakin,  &al.  ubi  fup. 
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Airreel  up  ibmc  ef  the  rigid  Mohammedans  to  raife  up  bud 

complaints  agaiaft  his  ill  creatment  of  ^^Mohammedam^  and 

the  contempt  he  ihewed  to  them  upon  all  occailoQ$>  whilft  be 

promoted  none  but  Arnunian  ChrilUans  into  feme  of  themofl 

,  confidcmble  places  of  the  Dowan,  or  Diwan,  and  anny,  aad 

other  polls  of  ilate;  infomuch  that,  as  they  pretended,  oiaDy 

Mojlems  w.ere  induced  by  it  to  turn  Chriftians  tog^  iato 

them.     The  difcontent  grew  to  fuch  a  height,  as  to  caulc  a 

tumult  in  that  metropolis,  where  a  great  body  of  them  came 

armed  with  lances,  which  had  copies  of  the  Koran  affixed,  to 

the  very  gates  of  the  pakce, 

^  ,  Here  Bahram^  who  had  the  whole  army  at  his  commaad, 

retill^n-  "^*^^  ^^*^^  havQcruihed  the  revolters  at  once  j  but  fearful 

99  Egypt,  ^®^  ^^^  fliedding  of  fo  much  Mohammedan  blood,  in  thata* 

!  pital,  ihould  increafe  the  difcontent,  chofe.  rather  to  remove 

the  fcene  of  war  farther  ofF,  and  retire  with  his  choiccft  i^- 

fneiiian  troops  into  Upper  Egypt ^  or  j4lfaidy  where  his  Iw^o* 

ther  tafal  was  at  that  time  governor  of  the  city  and  proviacc 

of  Attz,  and  leave  his  rival  to  purfue  his,  ambitious  views, 

fmce  be  found  himfelf  incapable  of  oppofiog  him  any  lopger. 

forces  him-  ^"^  ^^^"^  ^^^  traitor  had  been  before-hand  with  him,  and  by 

/elf  into     his  artful  ftratagems  had  fo  far  inccnfcd  the  Mohanmedm 

the  Fazf'  of  that  canton,  that  they  had  cut  his  brother  in  pieces,  and, 

r^f*  ^fter  many  indignities  done  to  his  body,  had  buried  it  in  a 

dunghill,  and  fhut  the  gat^s  againft  him ;  upon  which  the  reft 

oiYafdH  troops  <lifperfed  themfdves.     Bahranty  finding  his 

affairs  become  in  fome  meafure  defperate^  retreated  into  a 

monaftery,  and  foon  after  took  the  monkifli  habit;  whilft 

Redwan^  who  by  that  time  had  forced  himfelf  into  the  Va- 

zirat,  was  marching  towards  him,  at  the  head  of  his  army, 

with  all  fpeed,  and  foon  after  took  him  prifoner;  but,  upon 

hisifinding  him  ^nter^d  into  the  monaftic  life,  rckafedand 

fjpared  him  p. 

Cruel  This  did  not,  jiowei'cr,  hinder  him  from  wreaking  his 

ir}atmint  rancour  upon  the  Chriftians,  efpecially  thofe  of  Jl  Kayro, 

•/the        againft  which   he  led  his  army,  deftroyed  the 'beft  part  of 

Chtijiiaus  that  City,  and   gave  up  the  Iioufes„  churches,  and  mO' 

fit  Mefr.    nafteries,  to  be  plundered  by  his  troops.   He  treated  ih^Ar* 

menian  monaftery  of  thj^^t  city  with  greater  inhumanity,  whkh 

he  ordered  to  be  reduced  into  afhes ;  and  all  the  monks  of  it,  not 

excepting  ^he  ve^nerable  patriarch  of  it,  to  be  all  butchered 

without  Qiercy.    He  extended"  his  rcfentment  iliU  fardicr ' 

againft  them  on  his  return  from  thefe  expeditions,. by  which 

«  Abu*?.fap:.  At  Ma^cin,  Seal,  fuj-,  ciut.  vid.  ^  vol  iii.  p^ 

•346. 

'     time ' 
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time  he  vras  grown  too  powerifal  ft»  be  contpCMded  ill  anv  Sfi/r<ff< 
i.|Iu£^  aiid  by  his  own  arbitrary  will  cauluded  thelD  from  iiiiarro^anci* 
.confiderable  pofts  in  the  Piwui,  array,  and  ftat^  obUged 
^tfaem  tx>  wear  a  jparticakr  garb  abo^t  them,  as  a  nark  of  <Uf- 
^eafiion  or  reproach,  and  loaded  both  them  and  the  Jvufs 
Iwith  »orbitant  taxes  ;  which  he  divided  kto  diftkiA  daifes, 
ifer  the  saore  efJeAual  eKaAiag  and  payment  of  the  Tame. 
ySk,  in  a  word,  a£led  with  fuch  a  dtfpotic  powers  that  the  * 
ji  iUialif,  his  mafter,  whether  out  of  bafe  adulation,  or  ironical 
[iiefleAion,  beftowed  on  him  the  title  of  AIMeIek  Mefr^  or  Tie 

Ktng  qf  Egypi  ^>  a  thii^  till  then  uaheard  of;  bat  which  he 

rideso  fcruple  to  ailUme  from  thenceforward. 
All  this  while,  the  Mohammedans  triumphed  under  his  Depcfid 
frote6Hon,  and  failed  not  to  retaliate,  With  intereft,  the  pre-  and  con*' 
'tended  injuries  and  afFroats  they  had  fuffered  from  the  Chrif-/*'^  f'^  '** 

ifitiaas,  ^«d€r  the  Vaziratof  Bahram ;  nor  did  he  fail  to  coun-  ^^^if* 
HMnance  aind  fupport  them  in  it*    By  which  means  they  grcw^^ 
kp  to  fuch  a  degree  di  iafol«icc,  that  the  Chriftians,  unable  to    xma^ 
^  it  any  Icmger,  formed,  by  degrees,  fo  powerful  a  party 
HgtHoft  him  in  Egypt,  that  he  was  forced  to  fly  into  Syria  ; 
nrhcre,  having  gathered  up  a  good  ftrong  body  of  Arabs  and 
ather  nations,  he  marched  back  with  them,  and,  on  the  firfl 
engag«nent  he  had  with  his  c^pofers,  got  the  better  of  them ; 
rkat,  being  totally  defeated  on  the  next,  was  conftrained  to 
i-fticdter  himfelf  from  their  fury,  by  taking  fanftuary  in  the 
►Khalifs  palace,  who'readily  took  him  into  his  proteAion. 
But  to  avoid  all  futiircjefentmentsfrom  that  quarter,  on  ac- 
ifcount  of  thofe  churches  he  ordered  to  be  Ucftroyed,  and  the 
btfliop  and  monks  whom  he  caufed  ^  to  be  'maflacred,  that 

i ;.  prince  thought  it  highly  convenient  to  ftrlp  the  tyrannical 
^^n'mifter  of  all  his  dignities  and  authority,  and  to  confine  him  y^-Coo- 
I. to  his  own  palace  for  fafety,  but  without  fufFmqg  him  x^xicCh^fr 
toeddle  any  more  with  the  ^airs  of  government.  He,  more-  tiam  n- 

i »  pver,  reftored  xoiixt  Coptic  church  all  its  ancient  liberdes,  vt-fioredt^ 
f  venues,  and  privileges  (B).  tl^iir 

r  /  Not  churches^ 

\  ^  Ebn  Srohmah,  k  al.  ubi  fnp.    -  &C4 

( B )  We  arc  farther  told  by  that  convent,  and  fpend  the  re. 

r  iiomt  Arabic  "MnttTi^xlizxHfifedh  mainder  of  his  days  at  court, 

,  did  condefcend  to  fend  apref-  where  he  couldbe  ready  at  hand  ^ 

I   iing  invitation  to  his  late  wor-  to  afTifl  him  with  his  counfels 

^   thy  Vazir  to  leave  his  monaftery  (which  could  noti>ut  be  an  ac* 

of  Zflfi^m,  and  return  to  court,  ccptable  thing  to   the  Chrifti* 

and  refume  his  former  poll  and  ans) ;    but    abfolutely    refufed 

government ;  and  that  he  fo  far  the  Vazirat,  and  every  othef 

complied  with  it,  as  to  abandon  p oft  that  was  offered  to  him. 

Ha 
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Not  long  after,  Hafedh  was  likely  to  have  btoi  over- 
reached by  the  Rajaflil,  or  Emir  of  Ahijfaia ;  from  whom  he 
received  a  grand  embafly,  requefting'him  to  order  the  Alex- 
andrian  patriarch  to  fend  him  an  additional  number  of  bifliops^ 
into  his  dominions,  under  pretence,  that  it  would  be  a  means 
of  promoting  religion,  and  the  intereft  of  the  patriarchal  fee; 
oi  Alexandria  \  but,  in  reality,  that  he  might  (hake  off  his 
dependance  on  it,  and  chufe  one  of  his  own,  without  being 
obliged  to  have  them  any  longer  from  Egypt,  as  they  had 
been  hitherto  obliged  to  do  ♦.    The  Khalif,  who  fufpefied 
nothing  of  the  defign,  was  eafily  perfuaded  to  grant  the  re- 
queft,  and  fignified  his  defire  to  Gabriel^  the  then  patriarch, 
that  hQ  would  comply  with  it ;  but,  being  better  informed 
by  him  of  the  great  injury  it  would  prove  to  the  Egyptian  pt-  \ 
^larchate,  he  abfolutely  refufed  it  <*- 
Kedwan        In  the  mean  time,  the  fedidous  Rechvany  being  quite  tired 
hr.'.'iks  out  with  his  confinement  and  inaftivity,  though  treated  with  fin- 
e/hts  f^«-  gular  kindnefs  by  the  Khalif,  was  contriving  the  means  of 
S^^-*''    ridding  himfelf  of  it ;  and  havine  broke  a  hole  in  the  waU  of  his 
Mtir^^  ^°  apartment,  and  conveyed  himiclf  toTW^,  where  he  was  again 
joined  by  multitudes  of  his  blacks  and  other  revolters,  and 
,  had  begun  to  refume  his  former  ravages ;  when,  fome  dif- 
.  cord  or  difcontent  arifing,  fome  of  them  fell  upon  and  aflaf- 

^r^I       finated  him,  which  faved  Hafedh  the  trouble  of  fending  fre(h 
\la^'ks "     ^^^c^s  thither  to  ifupprefs  him.     From  this  time,  the  Khalif 
1I48.     ^*^^  the  reins  of  government  into  his  hands,  and,  as  we  arc 
told,  without  the  aflifiance  of  a  Vazir  ^. 

One  of  his  firft  cares  was  to  repeal  thefeveral  exlifts  which 
Redwan  had  ilTued  out  againft  the  Chriftians,  and  to  reftbrc 
thofe  who  had  been  turned  out  of  their  places  in  the  Diwan, 
army,  and  ftate ;  and  particularly  Ebn  TuneZf  whofe  merit 
•  and  intereft  foon  drew  in  all  the  reft.  Yet  was  that  prince  fo. 
eafily  impofed  upon  by  the  calumnies  and  accufations,  which, 
fome  Samaritans  raifed  againft  him,  that  he  condemned  both 
him  and  his  brother  to  death  in  lefs  than  a  year.  He  was, 
iowever,  no  lefs  fevere  to  their  malicious  accufers,  when  he 
» 1 54»     came  to  be  better  informed,  which  happened  before  another 


iicicq. 


•  For  this,  fee  the  AhiJJiriian  Hift.  vol.  xv.  p.  142,  Zc  fcq. 
P  See  vol.  iii.  p.  333.  Renaud.  Hift.  Patriarch,  p.  510,  &  feq. 
^  Ibid.  p.  5^0,  &  feq. 

-He  lived  accordingly  in  the  fplendidly* conveyed  and  inter- 
palace,  highly  carcflcd  by  the  red  by  the  Khalif  in  the  metropo- 
court ;  and,  at  his  death,  was    litan church  ofthe-^r/r?mtf/r/{ 3). 

(3)  i)t  bit,  vi4*  A^Mairizi,  &  fit},  vei  Hi.  /.  35l» 

year 
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year  was  expired  ;  whom  he  caufed  to  be  put  to  a  fhameful 
death.  He  alfo  confirmed  the  eleftion,  which  the  Alexari' 
irian  church  had  made  of  Michael  to  fucceed  the  deceafed  ,  , 

Gabriel  in  that  patriarchate ;  and  of  John,  the  fon  of  Jbulfa" 
tali,  about  nine  months  after,  whom  they  had  likewife  chofen ; 
die  fame  Johriy  who  had  been  poifoncdby  his  monks,  and  lin- 
gered with  a  gradual  decay  full  fix  months  before  he  died  ^ 

We  meet  with  nothing  fartUer  remarkable  concerning  this  -^^  deat^^ 
KhaliPs  reign,  during  the  two  laft  years  of  it,  excepting  that 
he  died  in  the  year  of  the  Ifefra  544^  and  of  his  age  77';  of   }  'S9« 
which  he  reigned  twenty  year?  and  five  months  *. 
•    He  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Jbu  Manfur  Ijhmael\  who,  ^|  Dha- 
immcdiately  upon  his  inauguration,  took  the  furname  of  Al  fer,  ^th 
Dbafer  BeamrVllah.     One  of  the  firft  confiderable  promo-  Khalifof 
tions  he  made,  was  that  of  one  of  his  father's  greateft  fa-  Egypt, 
kfonrites,  named  Ncjirio'ddin  EbnMe/al,  to  theVazirat ;  which 
proved  fo  difpleafing  to  the  Emir,  or  governor  of  J/exandria, 
.named  Jli  Ebn  SelaVy  that  he  drew,  with  all  fpeed,  a  body  of 
troops  out  of  the  wcftera  provinces,  and  marched  at  their 
•beaddireftly  to  AlKayro;  and,  having  driven  Nojmo'ddm 
»oat  of  It,  obliged  the  young  Khalif,  not  then  above  17  years 
old,  to  confirm  him  in  the  dignity  of  Vazir  in  his  ftead. 
'  Nojmd'ddin,  on  his  fide,  having  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a 
•large  body  of  blacks,  with  a  defigfi  to  wreft  the  Vazirat  from 
him,  a  fig'ht  enfued  ;  in  which  he  was  (lain,  and  his  head  cut 
off,  and  carried  on  the  point  of  a  lance  through  the  ftreets  of 
that  metropolis,  leaving  his  rival  in  quiet  pofTeffion  of  his  dig^ 
nity.     He  did  one  public  a6l  foon  after  his  advancement,  in 
favour  of    the   Chriftians,   which,   in  all  likelihood,    prp- 
:  cui*ed  him  the  furname  of  Al  Adel,  or  the  juft  ;  how  juftly  the 
reader  will  fee  by  the  fequel ;  which  was  to  abolifh  all  the 
:  marks  of  diftinftion  and  reproach,  which  they  were  obliged 
•  to  wear  by  a  former  decree  againft  them,  whilfl:  his  real  view 
^was  to  draw  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  from  them,  by  way 
pf  acknowledgement  for  fo  fignal  a  favour :  but  finding  neither  q-^g  Fazir 
returns  nor  promifes,  or  probability  of  any,  he  was  not  murdered 
aftiamed  to  revive  the  old  edidt  againft  them.     He  had  not^jNafr, 
enjoyed  the  Vazirat  long,  before  he  was  dcpofcd  and  murder- 
jfd  by  Nafr^  the  fon  of  Al  Abbas,  the  then  governor  of  Baf- 
bns  and  its  precinft ;   but  who,  by  his  fon's  interell  with 
the  Khalif,  foon  obtained  the  Vazirat.     Thefe  feem  to  have 
been  the  only  difturbancTes  that  happened  during  his  fliort       ' 
reign,  excepting  that  the  Crufaders  took  the'  city  of  Afcalon, 

^  REUAup.  ubi  fup.  p.  515.  &  feq.  »  Eb.vShohnah, 

KHo.Np&M.  D'HsRBELor^  Si,  al. 

ia 
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in  SyruLy  from  him.     Abkas  Ebn  Temim,  (M-,  as  others  call 

Urn,  Miof  Al  Sanhajit  who  got  the  Vazirat  frpm  Alt  Ebn  Se-  | 

Jar,  as  was  lately  hinted,  proved  a  monfler  of  ingratitude,  asid, 

as  is  affinned  by  moft  writers,  aflaffinated  the  young  Khalifi 

on  acoount  of  fome  indecent  familiarities  which  he  had  ob* 

ferv^  him  to  take  with  his  fon  Nafr ;  which  he  juftly  feared 

would  give  an  unhappy  turn  to  the  young  gentleman's  mind. 

Some  of  them  fay,  that  it  was  Nafr  himfdf  that  ^ve  him  the 

deadly  blow,  in  revenge  of  his  unnatural  attempt  upon  Uit. 

<r^  vu     However  that  be,  it  was  the  common  opinion,  that  the  be»f> 

J*^^^  tifal  youth  had  fo  engroffed  the  KhaliPs  affeftion,  that  k 

y^ /j!^^  ^  could  not  bear  him  one  moment  out  of  his  fight ;  thefcsa** 

Nafr.        d^  ^^  which  his  father  took  as  fuch  an  indignity,  that  hei4 

folved  to  put  a  flop  both  to  it  and  the  KhaltPs  life  ;  and  iff 

not  improbable,  that  he  perfuaded  his  fon  to  perpetrate  dii 

deed,  or,  at  kail,  to  join  with  him  in  it  (C). 

Murdered      '^^  ^^  ^^^^  purpofe  with  greater  eafe  and  fecrefy, 

h  him  ^^h^^lt^^  ^^  young  Khali^,  and  two  of  his  intimate  favoi 

.   his  father,  to  an  entertainment  at  their  houfe ;  where,  at  a  proper  \ 

they  difpatched  them  all  three,  and  flung  their  bodies  m< 

well.  On  the  morrow,  Al  Abbas  went,  as  ufual,  to  the 

which  he  found  in  fome  confufion  on  account  of  the  y( 

Khalif's  being  miffing;  and,  after  fevcral  pretended  enqi 

after  him,  condemned  two  of  his  brothers,  and  a  firf^  coi 

to  be  put  to  death,  as  his  murderers,  and  others  of  his  fri( 

and  favourites,  as  their  accomplices.     After  this,  he  cai 

Al  Dbafer'%  fon,  not  full  five  years  old,  to  be  brought  ooti 

the  fcraglio  of  women,  and  to  be  proclaimed  Khalif  in " 

father's  flead,  under  the  tide  of  Al  Fayez^  or,  according 

6ther  manufcripts,  Al  Kayen  Benafri'Uah^  and  obliged  all  th 

nobles  and  grandees  to  fwear  allegiance  to  him.     This  moc 

pageantry  of  loyalty,  however,  could  not  prevent  the  yooa 

prince,  now  on  the  throne,  from  being  flruck  with  fuch  ha 

ror  and  dread,  at  the  fight  of  the  bodies  of  his  two  und 

and  other  relations,  whom  the  Vazir  had  caufed  to  be  unji " 

butchered,  that  he  became,  from  that  moment,  a  poor 

/lefd  idiot ;  beyond  all  poffibility  of  being  reftored  to  the 


Abbas'f 
€ru€lty  to 
bis  tnuo 
brothers^ 


(C)  Some  add,  tfao^  perhaps 
to  palliate  the  fa6l,  that  the 
Kbalif,  to  bind  him  the  more 
clofely  to  him,  had  endeavour- 
ed to  perfuade  him  to  make 
away  with  his  father,  promifing 
to  raife  him  to  die  Vazirat  in 


his  room ;  and  that,  npon  1 
acquainting  him  with  that  lu 
rid  circumllance,  Abbas  JISeL 
haji  thought  it  high  time  tj 
take  him  oiF,  as  well  for  his  ow 
fafety,  as  to  prevent  the  ruin  fli 
his  fon.  ' 
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cS  his  reafon.  In  any  degrise^  notwithflanding  all  the  vaiious 
aeaos  aad  attempts  for  his  recovery. 

All  this  while»  however,  the  Vazu:  governed  ^itb  (nchTAeia^rj 
aaabfoliue  fway,  that  he  quiddy  became  odio«&  to,  oad  hf-^/ue/orhit 
^ed  by,  the  whole  court  and  army,  of  being  the  msMrdier«r./»«/>-: 
of  the  late  Khalif ;  the  very  ladies  of  the  feragUo  and  court ''>^«^« 
iaterefling  themfelves,  \^ith  an  uncommoo  zeal,  ,to  have  Uoi 
and  his  fon  brought  to  tryal,  and  condign  puniihment  (I^. 
.   Thb  clamour,  at  length,  grew  fo  loud  and  geoend,  not  ^^gene-- 
only  in  that  capital,  but  oyer  the  kingdom,  that  the  Jrmeman  ^^  ^/^f  , 
gaieral,  who  had  the  command  of  all  the  forces,  was  obliged,  ^^/w'- . 
b;  the  ttodverfal  felicitation  of  the  grandees  and  officers  of  bis      f^^ 
army,  to  colleft  his  forces  towards  the  capital,  in  order  to  ap*  ^^ 
prehoid  them ;  but»  before  that  could  be  done,  they  had 
taken  (care  to  convey  tbemfe^ves,  and  all  i^r  wealth,  into  5^*  Abbas 
rky  attended  with  a  ful&cicnt  ^x>rt«    We  lately  hinled,  that/z>j  tnt^ 
the  Crufadtrs  had  there  taken  the  city  of  jifcaim  ^ :  to  theie  Syria, 
the  late  KfaaHf^  fitter  applied,  by  pBrefaus  and  vaft  promi&s^ 
tocaafe  tbofe  parricides  to  be  apprehended;  wh6  iqadtedi* 
atdy  difpatched  fome  ilrong  detachmtents  to  intercept  ^sem  Ij^  inter* 
in  their  ways  one  of  which  had  the  good  fortune  to  ftirpriie^^/f'<^^'. 
them»    A  bloody  engagement  enfucd,  in  which  the  two  af»A'«* 
faiTins  and  their  guard  made  a  moft  defperate  d^nce,  till  the  *v.  ^ 
Vazir  hinafelf  was  (lain,  and  his  fon  taken  prifcwer :  ^V^  Jade^ri- 
which  tbdr  rich  fpoii  fell  into  the  hands  of  thefr^n**,  ^^/f^fr 
Nafir  was  condu6;ed,  under  a  ftrong  guard,  to  MKayro^  and 
delivered  up  to  the  Khalif  s  fifter  and  the  other  ladies-  of  the  DrutJfitl 
fcraglio,  to  be  puniflied  at  theif  difcretion ;  that  is,  to  be  executhn. 
made  to  undergo  the  gTieateft  torture  that  their' fage  and  ret 
featment  could  infpire,  r 

<  lid.  ttbi  fnp^ 

'  (£}  ^e  are  told,  that  they  the  univerfal  reqoeil,  or  afr^ 

even    cut  olF    looks   of  their  to  engage  t\vQ  fuch  powerful 

own  hair,  and  fen^  them  hang-  enemies,  who  could  refift  fuch 

ing  upon  fpears,  in  token  of  general  and  repeated  follicita- 

grief,  to  Talay  Ehn  Zarik,^  the  tions :  and  the  event  proved  it 

fieaid  general  of  the  army ^  in-  beyond   all  doobt,  feeingf'thts 

treating  him,  in  the  moft  pathe-  backwardniefs  to  a^  gave  them' 

tic  terms,  to  fee  the  death  of  time  to  reach  a«  far  as  Bifria 

the  late  Khalif  revenged  on  his  with  all  ^eir  valuables;  and» 

ailaffins  [4) ;  which  ihews,  that  for  aught  that  appear)  to  the 

he  muft  have  been  either  fhame*  contrary,  unpurfued. 

fully  tardy  in  complying  with  .      • 

j  (4}  -Jrf  hefire,  W.  iii.  ^t  366,  .       ^ 

Accord- 
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A6colLt>ii»Gtt,  we  are  told,  that  that  pribcefs  taufed  hh 
right  hand  to  be  cruflied  In  the  moft  terrible  manner*  whilA 
the  other  ladies  tore  the  Qeih  off  his  bones  vnAi  hot  pincers, 
and,  as  fomc  add,  eat  it  biefore  Kts  faci^/till  they  had  almoft 
excaraffied  huDd/  After  which  ^  they  Ordered  him  to  be  fixed 
to  a  high  gibbet;and expofed  in  that  condition  t^  he  was  dead^ 
'and^  after  that  to  be  burned  to  aflies  ^. 
Talay  "A*  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  execution  was  over,  To/^y,  the  Jffmentatt 

ratfedto  general*  above-mentioned,  ^as  raifcd  to  the  Vazii?at  by  the 
ihi  Faxi-  new  Khalif  j^I  Fayer ;  who  made  it  one  of  his  firjft  c^es  td 
rat.  enquire  after  the  body  of  the  deceafcd  Khalif ;  of  ^hich  he 

eafily  gained  a  fuficient  inteHigeace,  by  means  of  one  of  the 
late  v^/  Abhas*%  ferrants  and  confederates,  who  direftcd  then* 
to  the  well  into  which  it  had  been  thro^rfu,  with  thofe  of  hi« 
other  two  favourites.  This  difcovefy  wasfoUowed  ty  tte 
ihtemnent  of  that  unhapjpy  prince ;  Which  was  performed  with 
.  the  utmoft  pomp  and  grandeur  :  after  which,  we  are  told^ 
the  new  Vazh:  alTumed  the  furname  of  Al  Malek  Al  SelA\ 
that  is>  the  King  and  Lord"*^.  He  did  but  too  truly  maktf ' 
good  diat  title,  by  the  exactions  and  other  cruelties  he  com- 
.  mitted  under  the  young  Khalif,  and  foon  became  odioirs',  not 
only  to  the  Chriftians,  but  much  more  to  the  MohammedanSi 
over  whom  he  domineered,  in  a  manner  they  could  by  naf 
means' brook  from  an  Armenian.  Although  his  being  fuch 
did  not  hinder  him  from  exercifing  the  greateft  feverito 
againft  the  Chriftians  and  Jenus ;  whether  it  were  to  extort 
the  greater  fums  from  them,  or  to  palliate  his  haughty  treats 
ment  of  the^  Mq/lems  :  for  he  not  only  revived  all  the  old 
cdlSs  againft  the  two  former,  of  wearing  on  their  turbans, 
and  upper  garments,  fundry  marks  of  diftinftion  and  infamy ; 
but  caufed  them  to  be  obferved  with  greater  feverity,  and  had 
always  his  ears  open  to  any  accufatiofa  brought  againft  them? 
for  which,  whether  true  or  falfe,  he  feldom  failed  of  punifli- 
ing  fhe'm,  either  by  fines  or  corporal  punifhment.  So  that 
we  meet  with  little  elfe,  during  this  interregnum,  as  it  may 
AlSaycz  ^^'^  ^^  ftiled,  feeing  the  young  Khalif  was  not  only  a  minor, 
^/>T.  ^^^  continued  flill  bereaved  of  his  reafon  to  his  death ;  whi<:t 

happened  in  the  5SSth  year  of  the  Hejra,  the  6th  of  his  Kha- 
lifat, and  I  ith  of  his  age, 
AlAdcd        He  was  fucceeded  by  Abdallahy  Ebn  Yufef  Ebn  Hqfedh, 
Lcdinil-  .^^ho  to6k  upon  him  the  title  of  Al  Aded  Ledini'Uah ;  to  which 
lah,  loth  he  added  the  prenomeh  of  Abu  Mohammad  *. 
Khalif  of 

^•g/P'-  «  A-lMakin,  Abu'lfed.  Abu'lfar.  Rei^au-d.  &  al.  fup. 

citat.  "^  Ebn  SKOHNAH.fuban.  549.  *AlMakin, 

Ajbu'lfed.  Abu'lfar.  &  al.  fup.  ciiat. 

At 
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At  ADE  2>,  the  loth  and  laft  Khalif,  had  not  fat  longonTAr  Vmt 
the  thfone,  before  the  Vazir  Al  Zaley  Ebn  Zari  was,  for  bis  affinaied. 
maqy  extortions  and  cruelties,  aflaf&nated  at  Jl  Kayrot  as  he 
was  entering  the  KhaliPs  palace,  by  afet  of  ruffians,  fuppofed 
to  be  hired  by  Al  Adects  aunt.     He  did  not,  however,  die 
opon  the  fpot,  but  was  conveyed,  weakened  \yithhis  wounds, 
to  his  own  houfe ;  whence  he  difpatched  a  meflenger  to  Al 
Adedy  to  upbraid  him  with  being  the  author  of  hisdeath.  The 
Khalif,  who,  in  all  probability,  was  innocent  of  the  faft,  not 
only  exculpated  himfelf  by  the  moft  folemn  oaths  and  pro- 
teflations,  but  ordered  his  aunt  to  be  delivered  up  to  him ; 
who,  by  this  time,  had  been  difcovered  to  be  the  contriver  HisJeatb 
and  direftrefs  of  his  aflaffination,  and  whom,  in  the  height  of  remtnged^ 
his  refentment,  he  immediately  caufed  to  be  beheaded  before 
him.    After  which,  he  lived  but  juft  long  enough  to  obtain 
the  reverfion  of  the  Vazirat  for  his  fon,  and  expired  prefcntly, 
upon  it  3^..  He  is,  by  the /^r^iV  writers,  allowed  to  have  been  ^'V  cha-  . 
a  man  extremely  well  verfed  not  only  in  the  military  art ;  but,  ^^^er. 
Iby  fome  of  them,  to  have  been  likewife  an  excellent  poet,  and 
^the  author  of  feveral  curious  performances  in  that  kind ;  fome 
|6f  which  are.ftill  extant  *.  But  his  pride,  avarice,  and  other 
cruel  exaftions,  fo  tirniflied  his  good  qualities,  that  he  was 
noiverfally  bated,  and  died  unpitied  and  unregretted,  in  fpite 
of  the  pompous  title  he  hadaflumed,  oi  Malek  Adel^  ox  jiift 
king\ 

His  fon, .  named  Z/zrii,  or  Razic^  and,  hy  Ebn  Shohnah,-    ii6i. 
Arzik,  upon  his  acceffion  to  the  throne  aflumed,  in  imitation 
vf  his  father,  and  with  as  little  right  to  it  as  he,  the  title  of  • 
AlMalek,  al.  Jdel,  or  juft  king ;  but  prefently  after  gavefuch 
an  inftance  of  his  injuftice  and  partiality,  as  was  like  to  have 
caufed  great  difturbance  in  the  kingdom,  but,  in  the  end, 
proved  only  fatal  to  himfelf.    An  eunuch  and  officer  of  fome  Shawer'j 
jConfcquence,  named  Shawer,  who  had  been  promoted  by  the  complaint 
late  Vazir  his  father,  having  received  fome  ill  treatment  from  ^^.  '^^  ^^' 
a  fon  of  his  filler,  named  H&zan^  met  with  no  other  redrefs  ^^^' 
than  a  rcpulfe;  upon  which,  Hazan,  the  more  to  mortify 
him,  fent  him  a  prefent  of  a  fine  new  box,  in  which  was  in- 
clofed  one  of  thofe  leathern  fcourges  with  which  the  flaves 
are  ufually  puniftied ;  giving  him  to  underftand,  that  his  per- 
illing in  his  complaint  would  only  draw  greater  injuries  up- 
on him,     Shawer;  finding  he  had  every  thing  to  fear  from ' 
a  rafti  and  haughty  youth,  upheld  by  fuch  a  Vazir,  foon  with- 
drew from  Al  Kayro  highly  difTatisfied,  and  retired  with  his' 

'  Al  Makin,  &aLfop.  c'.tat.  ^  Ebn  Skoh^ah.  ubi 

fup.  »  lid,  Ibid. 

friend^. 
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fifeods  and  adherents  to  the  def^ts  of  Lovaial  and  Akoab^ 
'     and  from  thence  to  the  lake  or  pool  of  Alexandria  j  by  which 
time  he  had  gathered  up  fuch  a  number  of  forces,  as  to  be 
/  able  to  bid  defiance  to  the  Vazir,  and  accordingly  maintained 

hts  poft  and  ftation,  in  fpite  of  thofe  which  that  minifter 
Siveri  re*  fent  againft  him.     As  he  advanced  farther  to  Belkinab,  Ma* 
^Wigt^       halet,  and  other  neighbouring  villages,  he  was  joined  by  vaft 
numbers  o(  Arabs  and  foldiers,  who  flocked  to  hi'm  from  all 
the  weftem  parts  of  Egypt ^  and  efpecially  from  the  feveral 
defarts  adjacent,  infomuch  that  he  quickly  faw  himfclf  at  the 
head  of  a  powerful  army  of  10,000  horie,  all  expert  plun- 
derers.    With  thefe  he  marched  direftly  into  the  lands  and 
territories  of  the  Vazir,  where  he  committed  the  mod  dread- 
ful ravages,  without  oppofition ;  and,  advancing  ftill  farther 
towards  Al  Kayro^  threatened  that  city  and  court  with  fire 
and  fword. 
Ai«i>V         All  this  whUe,  the  alarmed  Vazir  had  been  fo  far  frop 
Jbamiful    taking  any  proper  meaftircs  for  fuppreffing  him,  that  he 
Jltght.        thought  on  nothing  but  of  faving  hlmfelf  and  family,  and  how 
1162.     to  convey  all  his  vaft  wealth  lafely  into  fome  place  of  fecu- 
rity.    The  new  Khalif  and  hi$  court,  no  Icfs  alarmed  at 
Shawer     the  progrefs  and  fatal  fuccefs  of  the  one,  than  at  the  cowardly 
raifid  to     flight  of  the  other  (E),  '^^ere  in  the  utmoft  confternation ;  and, 
tht,  Fazi*  ^^  prevent  any  farther  confcquences  from  the  difcontentcd 
''*'•  Shawer^  had  rccourfe  to  a  happy  expedient,  and  efFeftually 

pacified  'him,  by  faifing  him  to  the  Vazlrat  in  the  room  a 
Arzik  ^^^  fugitive  Arzik ;  who,  by  this  time,  was  unluckily  fallen 
-  rtf^^^i/  ^^^^  ^^^  hands  of  one  of  Shaiver's  flying  detachments  of 
gmdfint  Arabs  ;  who  dripped  him  of  all  his<  immenfe  treafiire,  and 
frifoner  to  fcnt  him  naked,  and  in  irons,  to  the  new  Vazir :  or,  as  others 
AlKayro,  relate  itj  left  him  naked  in  a  defart,  where  he  muft  unavoid- 
ably have  periflied  with  hunger  and  cold,  had  he  not  been 

(£)  His  fli|lit,  we  are  told,  tion,  into  the  defart,  withoiK 

was  no  lefs  private  than  fiiame*  daring  to  truft  a  Angle  perfoii 

fal  s  for,  having;  converted  all  to  attend  him,  or  to  make  anjr 

his  treafure  and  valuables  into  one  privy  to  hit  flight  (4). 
jewds,  he  put  them  into  two        We  ar^  moreover  told,  thflt 

pjirfes  or  fmall  bags,  and  threw  the  wealth,  which  he  thas  car* 

tluem  acrofs  his  horie,  under  ried  off,  amoanted  to  an  equi- 

his  faddle,  and  rode  away  wkh  valent  to  the  annual  revenue  oi 

them  in  an  ordinary  dK^uife,  Egypt;  of  which  we  have  eue- 

'     and  with  the  utmofi  precipita-  where  given  a  near  eiUmate  ( j)< 

(4)  AlMukin^  Aku^lM.  Ahu'lfar,  MahizL  et.ahfip,  citat.  vid*ttbtpM 
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timdy  difcovefed  by  one  of  the  Arabian  Cheyks,  who  ordered 
him  to  be  conveyed  under  a  ftrong  guard  to  Al  Kayra  f. 

H£R£,  to  his  great  furprize,  as  well  as  confufion,  he  found  Friendfy 
a  friendly  afylum  where  he  had  Icaft  reafon  to  cxpefl:  it,  even  treated  h" 
fix)m  the  much  injured  Shawer;  who  received  him  with  all  the'^^  *f*"' 
marks   of  generous  pity  and  concerio,  and  appointed  him  ^^^* 
an  apartment  in  his  palace,  where  he  ordered  him  to  be 
treated  in  the  kindeft  manner.     Yet  did  not  all  this  unde-  rr.  -  ^^^ 
fcrved  kindnefs  and  generofity  prevent  that  ungrateful  gueft  f/Zf^dnaJ 
from  plotting  daily  theblackefl  treafon  againft  his  benefeAor,  ^ath^ 
and  privately  attempting  to  excite  the  Egyptian  Emirs  to  fome 
new  revolt,. whilft  his  noble  hoft,  unfufpicious*  of  fuch  black 
treafbui  treated  him  more  like  an  intimate  friend  than  a 
guilty  prifoner,  often  invited  him  to  his  table,  and  fcrupled 
not  to  confult  him  about  the  moft  important  matters  of  ftate. 
An  attempt,  at  length,  which  that  ingrate  made  to  efcape,  of 
which  Tay,  the  Vazir's  fon,  was  quickly  apprifed,  gave  the 
firft  rife  to  his  jealoufy  ;  who,  upon  farther  enquiry,  unravel- 
led fuch  a  black  feries  of  tteafonable  praftices,  that,  in  the 
height  of  his  fury  and  refentment,  he  went  direftly  to  his 
apartment,  unknown  to  his  father,  and  ftruck  offhia  head  at 
one  blow,  with  his  fcimeter,  and  then  laid  open  all  his  guilt  and 
ingratitude  tb  the  whole  court.    His  father  expfefled  a  fJngu- 
lar  regret  at  his  death,  and  di/Tatisfaftion  at  his  fon's  perpetrating 
fuch  a  deed  without  his  knowledge,;'  but,  whether  real  or 
not,  we  will  not  pretend  to  dive  into.     This  is  the  light  in 
which'  moft  of  our  authors  fet  that  remarkable  revolution  **. 

The  Vazir  had  not  been  long  rid  of  that  private  enemy,  Dargan' 
before  a  frefti  and  open  one  ftarted  up  againft  him  ;  who,  in  ofp9/es  tt4 
the  end,  proved  a  fatal  one,  not  only  to  him,  but  to  the  whole  ^<fl«v-. 
kingdom,  and  Fatemite  dynafty.     This  was,  one  of  the  chief 
oiEcers  of  the  army,  named  Al  Dargan ;  who,  in  order  to 
wreft  the  Vazirat  from  him,  raifed  an  army  againft  him,  and  Defeats 
after  a  bloody  engagement,  in  which  he  gave  him  a  total  de-  «»^^'"''^'' 
feat,  and  flew  his  fon  Tay^  forced  him  to  leave  Al  Kayro,  znd^^^^"^^^' 
fefuge  himfelf  in  Syria,  under  the  proteftion  of  Nuro'ddin, 
the  Atahek  Emir  of  DamafiuSy  promifing  him  the  third  part  „  . 
of  the  annual  revenue  of  Egypt ,  if  he  would  affift  him  with  \^^^yj, 
his  whole  force  to  recover  the  Vazirat  from  his,  competitor  ;  r^i^at, 
who,  by  that  time,  had  feized  upon  it  by  main  force.  Nuro'd- 
din,  who  was  a  (worn  enemy  to  the  Chriftians,  eafily  liftened 

t  Abu"lfed.  Abu'j-far.  Renavd.  &  al..  ttbi  fup.     ,    *»  Al  ' 
Makin,  Abu'lfed.  Abul'far.  Al  Makrisi,  Ebn  Shohnah, 
Renaud.  Hift.  Patriar.  p.  522,  Sc  fcq.  vid.  Sc  yoi.  iii.  p.  379, 
*ffeq.  &  au£t.  ibi  citat. 
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fo  hil  pro^^s,  and  -granted  him  all  the  affiftaiKre  he  coiM 
fpare ;  but  Dargan  was  by  that  time  become  too  pdwei^ 
to  be  eafily  difpofTefled  of  his  dignity.    He  had,   moleOTer, 
raifed  his  two  brothers  to  the  mdl  confiderable  pofts  uoddt , 
Kim,  atld  giren  to  the  bnc  the  litie  of  At  Molhem  Al  Aiel,  aod 
to  the  other  that  of  Al  N&fr  Mcfiemtm,  whilft  he  himfctf  af- : 
frnned  that  of  At  Makk  Al  Afdcd,    Maiiy  others  of  his  ot^ 
friends  and  creatures  he  likevife  promoted  to  high  poAs,  to 
ftrengthai  his  intereft ;  whilft  to  leffen,  or  rather  ruki  tkat 
.,      -      of  his  competitor,  he  had  caufcd  a  very  great  number  <rf  bravfe 
Bn  cf^el'  ^flgceps  in  his  intereft,  to  which  Ehn  Sh^nah  adds  many  other 
uti^  &c.     ^Qjifjdeyjjtle  Egyptian  Emirs,  to  be  put  to  death.    All  which, 
did  fo  weaken  that  kingdom,  and  the  ftrength  bf  that  gof- 
vernmcnt,  that  it  occalioned  his^lofs  of  it,  as  well  as  the  dcs 
dine  of  the  Fat^mite  power  in.tt,  by  the  encouragement  It 
gave  to  the  Chriftians  to  attempt  the  conqncft  of  that  opulent 
•country. 
Defiatedy       These  laft  bad  aftually  by  this  time,  that  is,  by  thebd- 
1 163, '  ginnitig  of  the  year  559  of  the  H^jra,  made  fome  confiderable 
•i^Nu-       progrefs  in  it^ ;  which  proved  a  moft  powerful  motive  to 
xo'ddin.     Ntiro'ddin  to  afEft  his  refuged  Vazir  in  good  earneft,  whom 
he  had  hithertoonly  amufed  with  fair  promifes,  in  the  recovery 
of  the  Vaairat,  and  accordingly  furniflied  him  with  a  power- 
ful body  of  his  troops,  under  the  command  of  Afado'ddin,  inv'  ■ 
Earned  Shdiracuh^^  to  drive  them  and  his  competitor  D4f- 1 
gan  out  of  that  kingdom.    With  this  reinforC€;ment  Shamir 
quickly  reached  the  Egyptian  frontiers,  and  penetrated  into 
-.     .  .   that, country,  without  oppofition  from  any  but  Dargan) 
eLrtT^^  whom  he  engaged  and  defeated  near  the  fepulchre  of  St. 
i!  ^   '      Naphifa ;  by  which  he  got  once  more  into  the  poflcfiion  of  ^ 
his  Vazirat.     He  was,  however,  fo  far  from  periForming  Ws 
Breaks  hts  engagements  to  Nnro'ddiriy  and  reimburfmg  him  all  thccx- 
Nf  uToi  d-*   P^oce  he  had  been  at  in  this  expedition,  that,  after  fundry  illu- 
dio.  f^^y  d^l^ys>  he  poll  tively  refufed  to  pay  any  thing  towards  theifi . 

A  behaviour  no  left  impolitic,  than  ungrateful  and  unjuft  as  | 
the  fequel  proved  it,  and  which  the  now  elated  Afado'ddin  fo 
highly  refented,  that  he  immediately  turned  his  arms  agaifift 
him,  and  feized  on  Sharkiah,  Pdijfiiimy  and  other  diftrifts,  by 
way  of  Tfiprifal,  Shawer,  who,  on  the  other  hand,  was  io 
no  condition  to  obftru6b  bis  progrefs,  whilft  the  Franks  were 
all  the  while  making  newcofiquefts  in  other-parts  of  :ff^/^ 
fell  upon  the  moft  effeftual  expedient  to  ruin  his  own  aflaif^ 
and  that  kingdom  j  which  was  by  entering  iiito  a  treaty  with  the 

•  J  id.  ibid*  .**DchoCj  vJd,  vol.  iiii.  p.  318,  (R)' 

latter, 
'  '  ' .  f 
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latter,  upon  f6ine*  conditions,  by  which  they  fnrnifh^cl  him  Inclofes 
^vith  a  reinforcement  fuffidcnt  to  inclofe  y^^^(;'^£/m  on  every  Afado'd* 
fide ;  to  that  he  muft  of  couffc  have  been  obliged  to  furren-  ^**» 
der,  or  to  perifh  with  his  whole  army,  through  famine,  had 
'  Hot  Nuro^ddin  timely  relieved  him . 

This  prince,  who  had  lately  gained  fome  great  advantages  Forced i& 
fy^er  the  Franks  in  Syrian  as  well  as  over  the  revolted  Dar-  ^/  ^'»  ^. 
gan  and  his  brother,  whom  he  had  defeated  and  put  to  the  '"**^ 
fword,  of  which  we  have  elfewhere  fpoken  ^  was  no  fooner    **"3* 
apprifed  of  his  general's  diftrefs,  and  of  Shower's  treacherj^ 
and  ingratitude,  than  he  entered  into  a  treaty  with  them ;  by 
which  he  obliged  them  to  withdraw  the  forces  they  ,had  lent 
him,  whereby  Afado'ddin  gained  a  free  egrefe  out  of  that  pro- 
vince, in  which  he  had  been  kept  confined  near  three  monthp,     ; 
aad  retired  into  Syria  without  oppofition  \ 

S  H  AW E  R  had.ftill  one  competitor  to  drive  from  the k\  Malek 
Vazirat,  who  was  then  in  poflef&on  of  it;  namely,  M  MaUkdepri<vis 
A  Adel  the  fon  of  Saleh  Al  Tafny  Ebn  Zaric.     This  laft,  Shawer  of 
who  had  likewife  feized  on  that  dignity  during  thefe  contefts  «,  ^^g^' 
had  concdved  fuch  high  notions  of  Shawer ^  and  placed  fuch  '^^^^"^^t 
confidence  in  him,  that  he  had  intrufted  him  with  the  govern- 
ment of  Al  Said,  or  Upper  Egypt,  a  poll  of  the  Righeft  power 
and  intcreft  next  to  that  of  the  Vazlr ;  and  had,  moreover,  at 
his  death,  ftriftly  charged  his  fon  Al  Malek  Al  Adel  never  to 
remove  him  from  that  poft,  as  the  fureft  means  to  prefervc  his 
own  nnmolefted  by  him.    Notwithftanding  which,  the  rafh 
youth,  difregarding  his  father's  counfel  and  injunftion,  was 
no  fooner  in  pofleffion  of  the  Vazirat,  than  he  fent  him  ex- 
prefs  orders  to  retire,  out  of  Al  Said;  which  was,  m  plain 
tern[is,  declaring  him  depofed  from  his  government.    Shawer 
was  forced  to  comply,  and  accordingly  retired,  but  with  a 
full  refolution  to  wreft  the  Vazirat  out  of  his  hands  :  and,  tp 
^at  end,  affcmbled  all  the  forces  he  had  in  that  government, 
and  marched  direftly  to  Al  Kayro.     Whence  he  foon  drove  ^r%*vm  >. 
his  competitor,  and  got  pofleffion  of  his  dignity,  immenfe  ^^^  ?^^|^ 
treafure,  and  not  long  after  ofhisperfon,  and  put  him  to  ^^^"^^^ 
death,  as  hath  been  more  fully  related  in  the  volume  above- ^^'    ^^ 
qdoted;  where  the  reader  will  likewife  find  a  detail  of  thcj^^l^ 
^  difafters  which  enfued  his  entering  into  that  metro-    1161: 
l>olis^  ^ 

By  this  tinae  Shatuer  was  fo  well  rid  of  all  his  competitors, 
^  become  fo  rich  and  powerful  by  the  fpoil  of  the  houfe  of 

*  Vol.iii.  p.  383,  &fcq.  &al.  paff.  '  Aau'tTRD.  ^ 

*1  fiip.citat,  8  Dc  his,  vid.  vol.  iii.  p,  28a  *»  P.  378, 

^^tf\,  note  (C),  p.  382,  &feq. 
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Tdlay  Ebn  Zaric^  that  he  enjoyed  the  Vasirat. without  oppofi- 
tion  or  controul  from  within  (F).  He  had,  however,  joft 
caafe  to  dread  the  refentment  of  the  great  and  powerful  Nu* 
ro'ddin ;  who  by  this  time  had  fubdyed  the  greateft  part  of 
Syria  and  Mefopotamia^  and  whd  being,  moreover,  a  priccc 
endowed  with  all  the  virtues  that  can  fall  to  zJ^chananakjiX 
{hare,  could  not  but  be  highly  exafperated  at  his  ingratitude 
and  perfidy,  in  refuiing  to  perform  his  engagements  tohin, 


(F)  All  this  while,  we  read 
^  nothing  of  the  Khalif  Ji  Aded^ 
.who,  under  all  the  wars  and 

contells  which  we  have  men- 

timied  fince  the  beginning  of 
'  his  reign,  appears  to  have  flood 

neuter,  and  altogether  inactive ; 
'  from  which  we  may  conclude, 

that  Egyptian  Vazirs  were,  by 
,  this  time,  become  fo  powerful 

and  defpotic,  that  they  had,  in 

a  great  meafure,   flripped  the 

Khalifs  of  their  civil  power, 

and  left  them  only  the  fhadow 
"^of  a  fpiritual  dignity,  as  the 

Cmrahs  had  long  before  done 

thofe  oi Baghdad  (6). 

A  pcegnantinilance  of  which 
we  meet  with  in  this  very  reign, 
if  pot  in  this  very  year,  if  Mr. 
Renaudot\  chronology  may  be 
'  depended  upon,  and  which  was 
on  the  following  occafion. 

An  ambaffy  arrived    at  Al 
Kayro  from   the    emperor    of 
AhiJJinia^  fent  chiefly  to  engage 
the  Khalif  and  his  Vazir  to 
oblige  the  Alexandrian  patri- 
arch Af/zr>(  to  fend  him  a.  new 
i^buna  inilead  of  the  old  one, 
whom  he  deemed  unworthy  to 
oontinue  longer  in   that  dig- 
nity ;  and  which  that  patriarch 
had  refafcd  to  comply  with. 
This  fubjcdl  occafioned  a  warm 
difpute  between  the  Khalif  and 
'liis  minifter ;  the  former  infilling 
that  it  was  unjuft  to  force  a 
metropolitan  toad  againft  the  ^ 

(6)  Ste  Ad^rtijemitn  t«tb«Resdtr  frrfixtdH  W.  iv. 


canons  of  his  church  \  and  the 
Vazir  alleging,  that  fuch  trifling 
niceties  ought  to  be  overlooked, 
where  the  obliging  of  fo  great! 
monarch  was  concerned,  and 
that  the  patriarch  ought  to  be 
obliged  to  comply  with  his  re- 
quen,  and  gave  him  orders  ac* 
cordingly  to  obey.     But  Uaxk 
ftill  perfiftedin  his  refufal ;  al« 
leging,  that  it  was  contrarj  to 
the  canons  of  his  church  to  or<f 
daina  new  Abuna  wKilfl  theold' 
one  was  dill  alive ;  efpecially  t^ 
he  was  fo  far  from  defervingto 
be  depofed,  that  his  merit  and 
truly  laudable   zeal  were  the 
only  crimes  that  rendered  hii9 
obnoxious  to  the  emperor  (Ztf* 
ga)\   who,  being  an  ofurper,' 
could  not  brook  the  oppofitioft 
and  remonftrances  of  that  legal, 
prelate.     The  conclufion  of  the. 
conteft  plainly  ftiews  how  little! 
authority  the  Khalifs  then  had 
left,  even  in  fpiritualihmx  fot 
this.was  of  that  nature,  that  nei- 
ther his  interpofition,  nor  the' 
motives  above  alleged,  could  ^ 
fkreen  that  prelate  from  the  Va* : 
zir*s  refentment;  who,  upon  his 
refufal,  ordered  him  immedj. 
ately  to  be  imprifoned  in  his 
own  palace,  where   he  made 
him  undergo  a  dofe  and  cruel 
confinement;  from  which  he 
was  not  freed  till  after  that  ni- 
nifter's  death  (7). 


(7)  fLtnttui,  uki 


as 
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as  well  as  for  the  indignity  he  had  offered  his  general  Afado^d- 
din^  and  jpining  forces  with  the  Franks  againfthim.  Accord- 
ingly we  are  told,  that  he  had  difpatched  him  back  into 
Egypt,  at  the  head  of  a  fufficient  force,  to  oblige  him  to  pay 
him  the  arrears  of  the  annual  revenue,  and  the  expences  cf 
his  late  expedition ;  whij:h  he  effeftuaUy  did  foon  after  ;  for 
Shawerj  being  apprifed  of  his  approach,  had  ta|cen  care  to 
prevent  his  committing  any  hoftilities  there,  by  timely  com* 
*  plying  with  his  demands,  and  fo  fent  him  back  inxo  Syria 
fully  fatisfied '. 

Hb  had  not  left  Egypt  long,  before  Shawer  gave  NuroWin  ^i^a 
frefh  occafion  to  fend  him  back  thither  againft  him.     That  w///^  th 
martial  prince  had  driven  the  Franks  out  of  all  Jiis  Syrian  ^r*nks,  ^ 
conquefts,  and  had  left  now  but  few  places  of  iany  flrength  in 
that  kingdom ;  however  that  did  not  prevent  his  being  ex^ 
tremely  anxious  at  their  progrefs  in  Egypt ^  and  much  more 
fo  when  he  was  informed  of  the  treaty  which  that  Vazir  had 
lately  concluded  with  them,  and  which,  as  he  rightly  appre- 
hended^ might  pave  the  way  to  their  conquering  that  whole 
kingdom ;  as  it  foon  after  did,  to  the  ruin  of  the  Vazir's  af- 
fairs in  Egypty  and  of  his  allies,  as  the  fequel  will  foon  ihcw. 
This  unlucky  treaty,  which  was  made  between  them  in  the 
562d  year  of  the  Hejra,  feems  to  have  been  contrived  by  that  ggyp^  • 
ambitious  Vazir,  for  no  other  end  than  to  enable  him  todif-  tj^i^dhy 
engage  himfelf  from  paying  to  Nurd'ddin  the  thirds  of  the  Nuro'd- ' 
yearly  Egyptian  revenue,  which  he  had  bound  himfelf  to  pay  din. 
to  him  by  the  former  contraft  we  lately  mentioned,  and  was     1 166. 
of  courfe  another  motive,  equally  cogent,  to  punifti  his  com- 
plicated treachery  by  a  frefh  invafion.    Accordingly,  Afado'd- 
din,  or,  as  he  is  commonly  called,  Shairacuh^y  and,  by  Re^ 
navdot,  Chirncoua,  was   fpeedily  difpatched  thither,  at  the 
head  of  a  fufficient  force  (though  our  authors  mention  only, 
the  one  1000,  and  the  other  2000  horfe,  without  taking  no- 
tice of  any  foot  *),  accompanied  by  his  nephew  Salaha'ddin  Ebh 
Ayiiby  though  againft  bis  will,  and  entered  Egypt  without  op- 
pofition;  and  foon   made  himfelf  matter  of  the  canton  of 
MTizza^  with  little  or  rjo  lofs;  which  plainly  fhews,  that  his 
army  muft  h^ve  exceeded  the  account  of  thefe  authors ;  and 
what  ftilt  more  demonftrates  it  is,  that  Shawer^  who^cannot 
be  fuppofed  to  have  been  wholly  unprepared  at  fuch  a  junc-  Shawer  h 
ture,  was  immediately  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  Franks  Maify  d^ 
for  a  frefli  reinforcgment ;  and,  upon  receipt  of  it,  engaged /^a//rf. 

*  Rehauo.  ubifop.  &  al.  fnp  citat.  ^  See  vol.  iii:  p. 

3S1,  (6).  1  Conf.  £bn  Shohnah,  &  Abv'lf£D.  fub  ann. 

j^OMDIMJIL,   &  al. 
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th«  enemy  with  the  treated:  fury  and  bravery,  and  was  to- 
.tally  defeated  with  his  confederates. 

This  proved  a  deadly  blow  to  the  Vazir  and  his  allies^as 

it  opened  a  way  to  the  redu£lion  of  the  important  port  of 

jiUxandria,  which  he  went  and  laid  clofe  fiege  to  prefcntly  i 

after,  and,  without  great  diificulty  or  lofs,  made  himfelf 

.mafter  of  it  •*.    From  thence  he  led  his  forces  towards  Uppir 

Egypty  leaving  the  command  of  the  place  to  his  nephew  S^  \ 

laha^ddin^  with  a  ftrong  garrifon,  but  was  foon  forced  to  turn  | 

back  again  to  its  relief,  the  Franks  having  iqvelled  it  agah  | 

after  his  departure,  and  keeping  Salaha'ddin  clofely  befi^ej 

during  the  fpace  of  three  months.     The  news  of  it  made  lull 

come  back  with  all  poffible  diligence,  in  oi'der  to  oblige  tlf 

confederates  to  raife  the  fiege  ;  but  inOiead  of  that  be  ^ 

prevailed  upon,  by  what  pretended  motive  we  are  not  toti 

to  accept  of  a  treaty  with  them,  by  which  he  again  refigM 

all  his  conquers  to  them,  and  to  withdraw  his  forces  out  9 

Egypt ^  in  confideration  of  aftipulated  fum,  over  an4  afaniB 

the  ddFraying  the  expences  of  the  expedition,  to  which  5iliF 

v)er  readily  yielded,  and  Shairacuh  evacuated  the  place,  at4 

returned  with  bis  rich  booty  into  Syria,  but  with  his  artfj! 

fo  weakened  by  fatigues  and  ficknefs,  that  we  may  probal^ 

conjefture  that  to  be  the  chief  reafon  which  inducedhim  H 

return  fo  foon  to  Damafous. 

The  Syrians  were  no  fooner  retired  out  of  Egypt,  tta 
the  treacherous  Vazir  entered  into  a  frefh  treaty  with  tli 


ance  i^tb  franks  againft  Nuro'ddin,  which  was  to  invade  him  in  I 


the 

Franks^ 

1167. 


Yabar 
fafiie  bt' 
fie^ei. 


own  dominions,  as  he  was  at  that  time  engaged  in  qii< 
fome  revoltcrs,  which  would  effeftually  prevent  his  fci 
any  more  forces  into  Egypt.  This  treaty,  which  was  fit 
on  the  year  of  the  Hejra  $6^,  and  the  fuccefsof  it,  we  ha| 
fpoken  of  in  the  volume  lail  quoted  o ;  and  ftiall  only  adJ! 
that  it  fo  alarmed  and  exafperated  the  Syrian  Emir,  Aat  ll 
made  him  refolve  to  fufpend  for  a  time  his  conquefts,  and  t 
bend  his  whole  might  and  ftrength  in  the  reduftion  of  thK 
kingdom,  and  the  punifliment  of  its  Vazir;  and  accordingljl 
by  th^  very  next  year,  he  fcnt  a  very  powerful  army  thithefi 
under  the  command  of  Fakhro'ddin  Mas'ud,  to  lay  fiege  II 
the  famed  caftie  of  Ta'iar,  a  fortrefs  of  fuch  ftrength,  that  U 
fpentaconfiderabletimeagaioft  it  without  making  anyrcmi*^ 
able  progrefs,  though  he  had  fmce  received  a  large  reinforcji 
in^n^  from  Syria  ;  fo  that  he  was  at  length  forced  to » 


^  Abu'lfeda,  &  al.  fop.  cieat.  Ebn  Shbo.  i 
vid.  k  vpi.  iii.  f.  589,  ">  P.  589,  &  feq. 


Vii.  Samp- 
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change  U  with  Shahaio'ddin  M^k  for  the  city  of  Safif  »n4  Ceded  to 
itsi  cfepcudeacies,  aijwl  fomc  othc;-  places,  together  vith  around  ^f urod- 
fum  of  2.o^OkOO  dinars  p.  din. 

NURO 'DDIN having  got  that  iniportlnt  place  into  his 
lunds,  Ijent  his  whole  force  againft  the  Franks,  who  had  by  Succefiof 
that  time  re4wced  that  of  Ralbeis^  qx  Pchfmmy  and  made  a  /^fFrankt 
confiderable  progrefs  both  in  that  kingdom  and  elfewhere, '»  ^gyp^- 
through^  the  divifions  which  then  reigned  among  the  Moham- 
fnedan  princes  "^yio  that  not  only  at  Pelufium^  but  every  other  jtaifefges 
place  they  became  mafters  oiF,   they  put  almoft  all  to  the  and  <rud^ 
fivord,  citizens  as  well  as  foldiers,  Cbriftiaris  as  well  as  Mo-  tUs% 
hflmmedanSt  fellmg  for  flaves  fuch  as  they  made  prifon^rs,  and 
givii^  up  every  place  they  took  to  be  plundered  by  their  fol- 
diery. 

FaoM  Balbeis  they  had  taken  their  march  direftly  to  At 
Kayroy  which  was  then  in  no  condition  of  defence,  and  in 
the  utmoA  con^ifion,  through  the  difturbances^d  divifions 
that  raged  in  it ;  wherefore  Shmuer,  as  foon  as  he  h^ard  of 
their  aj^roach,  caufcd  the  antient  city  oi  Mefr  to  be  fetoa 
fire,  and  the  inhabitants  of  it  to  retire  to  AlKayro^  to  prevent 
the  enemy  feizing  on  that  antient  quarter.  He  had  more* 
over  prevailed  on  the  Khalif  to  apply  to  Nurd*ddin^  in  the 
i^qA  pref&Qg  terms,  and  to  let  him  know  the  imminent  dan- 
ger he  and  his  kingdom  were  in  of  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  Chriftians,  if  not  timely  aififtcd  by  a  powerful  reinfiwce- 
ment  of  his  Syrian  troops.  This  was,  it  may  be  fuppofed, 
%  moft  pleafmg,  as  well  as  feafonable  requeft  to  that  prince, 
^s  it  gave  him  the  faireft  opportunity  he  could  wifh  of  com- 
pleting his  twofold  defign,  the  conqueft  of  Egypt^  and  the 
driving  the  Franks  out  of  it,  and  for  which  he  had  already 
raifed  an  army  of  60,000  horfe,  under  the  command  of  his 
general  Afado'ddin.  .         ^ 

He  therefore  gladly  fent  him  orders  to  move  with  all  pof* 
fible  fpeed  towards  that  kingdom,  and  to  attack  the  Franks 
whcre-^ver  he  found  them.  Thefe  had  by  this  time  reached 
the  metropolis  oUAlKayro,  and  had  fo  clofely  befieged  it,  tha^ 
it  doth  not  appev  that  either  the  Khalif  or  his  Vazir  knew 
any  thing  of  the  M^fUm  army  being  haftening  to  the  relief 
of  the  place ;  fo  that  the  Vazir,  finding  it  impoffible  to  hold  ^ 
out  long  againft  the  befiegers,  had  recourfe  to  his.  old  fubter- 
fi^ge  of  treaties  and  high  promifes,  and  by  means  of  1 00,000 
dinars,  which  he  fent  to  them,  and  an  engagement  of  900,000 
l&ore  as  foon  as  they  had  raifed  the  fiege,  which  was  impof- 

»  Ibid,  p,  391, 5cfeq.  ^  De  his,  vid.  Rinaud^t,  uW 

Iup*p.  532,&Jeq.  &  kuft.  ib.  citat. 

'     T4  '    '     fible 
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fible  for  him  to  raife  till  then,  eifily  gained  his  end,  and  pre- 
vailed upon  them  to  retire;  though  it  is  much  more  probable, 
;is  Khondemirzffurcs  us,,  that  the  approach  of  Jfadoddin,  and 
not  the  money  or  promifes  %  was  the  tru«  motive  which 
made  them  fo  readily  abandon  the  place,  and  retire  wiA 
foch  fpepd  homewards  with  their  booty,  .without  Ihying  for 
the  performance  of  the  other  part  of  the  engagement  *. 

However  that  be,  JJkdo*ddin,  at  the  head  of  his  Mojlem 
army,  advanced  by  large  ftrides  towards  that  capital,  and  was 
received  every-where  by  the  Mohammedans  as  a  faviour  and 
deliverer,  and,  at  his  arrival  befpr^  that  city,  was  invited  by  th? 
Khalif  ^/  Jdel  to  the  royal  palace,  with  the  greateft  marks 
of  honour  and  gratitude  ;  who,  upon  their  firil  conference, 
^mongft  other  rich  acknowlegements  for  his  timely  relief,  prc- 
fcnted  that  general  with  a  fumptuous  royal  kaftan,  or  veft. 
He  was  pp  Icfs  munificent  to  his  nephew  Salaha'ddrn,  who 
had  alfo  gccpmpanied  him  in  this  expedition,  and  to  all  the 
other  chief  officers  of  his  army.  The  faithlefs  Vazir  Ukewife, 
confcious  of  his  breach  of  all  his  former  engagements,  was  no 
lefs  diligent  in  his  daily  attendfince  on  him  ;  and  in  endea- 
vouring to  excufe  his  non- performance,  failed  ijot  toexprefs 
the  hlgheft  regard  and  eftcem  not  only  for  him  and  his  ne- 
phew, but  likewife  for  all  the  other  commanders ;  telling  him 
how  highly  he  fhould  think  himfelf  honoured,  could  h6  be  but 
permitted  to  invite  him  and  them  to  an  entertainment  he  had 
taken  the  liberty  to  prepare  for  him  and  them,  at  his  own  palace, 
and  gratify  him  likewife  with  fome  marks  of  his  high  elleemfor 
them.  All  this  while  the  traitor  had  formed  an  hellifh  deCgn 
againft  thcni,  and  intended  them  no  better  entertainment  than 
that  of  feizing  upon  their  perfons,  as  foon  as  he  had  ihem  in  his 
power.  His  plot  however  was  not  conduced  with  fuch  fe- 
crecy,  but  that  the  5yrw;?  general  had  fome  hint  given  him  of 
It ;  upon  which  he  ordered  his  nephew  Salaha'ddin^  and, an- 
other of  his  chief  officers,  to  feize  upon  him  ;  which  ihey  ac- 
cordingly did,  under  pretence  of  conducing  him  to  his 
uncle,  then  upon  a  vifii  to  the  topb  of  fome  Mojlem  fafnt 
out  of  the  city  ;  at  the  fight  of  which  Shawer's  retinue  be- 
took thcmfelves  to  flight,  and  left  him  to  be  condufted^  to 
,  *  Shairacu/j,  who  ordered  him  tO  be  cloftly  conHned  under  t 
proper  guard.  No  fooner  was  the  Khalif  informed  of  hjs 
Vazir's  confinement  and  treachery,  than  he  difpatched  one  of 
his  niinifters  to  the  Syrian  general,  not  ^only  to  difculpate 
himfelf  from  the  fufpicion  of  being  privy  to  his  treafons,  but 
tp  demand  of  him  the  traitor's  head  ;  which  was  immediately 
cutofT,  and  fent  to  him  on  the  point  of  a  lance,  through  thf 
f  Aju'lfed.  fub.ai^n.  '       •  Vid.  &  ^1.  (gp.  citat. 

•        '    '  ■  (^m 
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ftrcets  of  the  city,  attended  with  a  fuitable  cfcort ;  In  retnr n 
for  which  the  general  was  forthwith  invcfted  by  that  pontiff 
with  the  robe  of  honour  and  other  infignia  of  the  Vazirat, 
and  fainted  with  the  title  of  M  Malec  Jl  Manjur,  or,  The 
King  and  Conqueror.  He  moreover  ordered  an  ioftrument  to 
be  draN\'n  up  in  form,  whereby  he  conftituted  him  his  Vaiir, 
and  diftated  bimfelf  the  contents  of  it,  which  arc  ftill  extant, 
as  preferved  by  AMlfeda,  and  by  which  he  was  put  in  pof- 
fcffion  of  the  late  Sha-wer*^  palace. 

With  this  inveftiture  and  infignia  the  new  Vazir  Shaira** 
cuh  made  his  grand  entry  into  that  metropolis,  with  a  fuitable 
retinue  and  guard  ;  but  neither  thefe,  nor  the  infignia  of  bis 
dignity,  could  proteft  him  from  being  attacked  with  great  ve.- 
hemence  and  fury,  both  by  the  foldicry  and  populace,  as  be 
ro^e  through  the  flreets  of  the  city,  in  his  way  to  the  late 
Vazir's  palace ;  infomu^h,  that  he  found  no  better  way  to  pre-»  » 

Tent  their  infults,  than  by  crying  out  to  them,  ne  KhaHf 
bath  granted  to  you  all  the  immenfe  iveakh  andtreafure  'which 
Shawer  had  been  hoarding  up  during  his  Vazirat.  Upon  which 
they  all  left  him,  and  ran  with  all  poffible  hafte  to  the  pa* 
lace,  and  quickly  ftripped  it  of  every  thing  they  found  in  it. 
After  this  ftratagem  he  found  no  farther  obftruftion;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  th^  greateft  acclamations  of  joy,  at  his  being  fo 
lullly  advanced  to  that  important  port,  which  wer^  foon  fol* 
lowed  by  congratulations  in  profe  and  verfe,  in  which  fomeof 
the  brigh  teft  geniufes,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  poetic  kind,  ftrove 
who  ftiould  produce  the  nobleft  encomiums  upon  him.  His 
government  proved,  however,  but  fhort,  he  dying,  as  fomc 
lay,  of  a  debauch,  two  months  and  five  days  after  his  inftal<r 
lation,  towards  theclofe  of  the  year  we  are  upon. 

We  have  already  given  an  accpunt  of  this  Mojlem  hero,  his  SalahaV 
extraft  and  conquefts  in  Egyfpt,   and  other  parts  of  his  cha-  ddinV  ex^ 
\  rafter,  to  which  we  refer  our  readers  %  as  foreign  to  the  af-  traa  cud 
fairs  of  this  kingdom.    Th^sre  they  will  fihd  the  fame  full  ac-  cbaraSir\ 
count  of  his  nephew  S^laha'ddin,  who  fucceeded  him  in  the 
Vazirat,   and  foon  after  afcended  the  Egyptian  throne ;  on 
vhich  he  fo  fignalized  himfelf  by  his  virtues,  viftories>  and 
•conquefts,  as  became  the  founder  of  a  new  dynafty,  and  the 
abolifber  of  the  Fat  emit  e  Khalifat,  that  he  is  juftly  celebrat- 
ed as  one  of  the  greatcft  heroes  of  that  age,  as  we  have  had 
occasion  to  (hew  in  a  former  part  of  this  work,  relating  tq 
his  wars  and  fuccefsful  viftories  agaiuft  the  famed  Chriftian 
crufade  ",  and  which,  for  that  reafon,  we  fliall  no  farther  re- 

^  Mod.  Hift.  vol.  iii.  p.  395,  &  feq.  «  An^.  Hift.  vol- 

xvii.  p.  146,  &  fe^.     Mod.  liift.  vol.  iii.  j).  396,  ^  k(i.  yqJ.  iv.  p. 
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capitulate  here  tfaaa  n  neccflary  ta  coooeflaU  «be  forts  of  hU 

glorious  reign,  which  are  intermixed  with  other  traQ&ftioa^ 
rcfcrrixig  our  reader$,upon  every  fuchoccaiion,to  thofe  voluma 
wlsere  thefe  fafbrare  fully  related;  and  whereif  they  chance  ta 
^d  any  material  difference,  between  the  accgnnt  'we  h9.v^ 
glTenof  that  holy  war,  in  the  antient  part  of  thi$  worlc,  and 
uiat  which  we  have  given  in  this  modem  one,  we  b^  it  maj^ 
lie  conridered>  that  the  former  were^cfatefly  compiled  out  of 
the  Chriitian  authors,  both  Creek  and  LaSm^  of  that  and  thQ 
IJBbfeqnent  century  >  whereas  in  the  latter,  a  fuitable  r^;ard 
hath  l^wife  been  had  to  the  Jrabic  aiul  Mohammedan  luftoK 
rtans,  whofe  ientiments  and  prejudices,  arifing  from  differ* 
cnce  of  religion  and  interells  from  the  former,  mull  of  necef* 
fity  haveoccaiioaeda  difoence  in  their  refpeflivt  relations  of 
both,  which  are  very  dif&cult  to  reconcile  to  each  other ;  tho* 
vhere  that  could  be  done,  we  have  not  been  wanting  io  it}' 
yet  we  thought  could  not^  without  incurring  the  ceofoic* 
of  partiality,  be  omitted  in  an  Oriental  hiftory,  in  which  vc 
have  drawn  moft  of  our  materials  from  Oriental  writei& 
Thus  much  we  thought  proper  to  premife  here,  with  rcfpdSf 
to  what  hath  been  related  in  the  former  vedumes  above-me&i. 
tioned,  and  what  we  iball  have  occafion  further  to  fubjoiik 
with  refpeA  to  that  war  in  general,  or  to  the  particular  traof 
adioivs  ^that  n&wMoJlem  warrior's  Vazirat  ai\d  reign. 
^ref erred      &ALAHA"DDIN^  commonly  called  by  the^r^^Aaiw} 
f  the  Vm-  latin  writers,  Saladin^  and  originally  YuJefEbnJyub^  or,  7Sr 
varak        SonofAyub^  the  brother  of  the  late  Afcfo'ddin^  (x Shairacub^ 
was  the  youngeft  of  all  the  Emirs,  or  grandees,  who  afpired 
•   to  the  Vazirat,  but  who  had  already  given  fome  ilgnal  pro(4 
of  his  valour  and  conduf):,  at  the  fiege  o(  Alexandria^  which 
be  fuftained,  during  three  months,  againft  the  united  forces 
of  the  Franks,  as  hath  been  lately  hinted.    What  determine^ 
the  Khalif  to  give  him  the  preference  to  all  his  other  com* 
petitors,  whether  a  regard  to  his  merit  and  bravery,  or  d« 
fear  of  hb  refentment ;  or  whatever  his  motives  were,  it  1^ 
pertain  that  fome  of  them  were  highly  diflatisfied  with  Vk 
fiomination,  and  made  no  fcruple  to  declare  publickly,*dut 
they  would  neither  receive  nor  obey  his  orders.     However, 
Su  ad'     as  thefe  were  but  few  in  number,  in  comparifon  of  thofe  who© 
drefs  and  Y\s  addi:efs  and  generofity  had  already  gained  by  the  timdy 
fenerofity.  ^jftribution  of  a  great  part  of  his  uncle's  vaft  treafures  b  pre- 
(ents  amongft^hem,  thofe  malecontents  foon  found  caufe  to 
be.  aihamed  of  their  oppofition,  whilft  he  became  daily  more 
the  darling  of*the  court  and  abmy,  and  the  Khalif  himfelf 

'  *  Dc  hoc,  vid.  fup,  v(d.  ill.  p.  395,  - 
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boDoured  him  with  the  title  oiM  Make  Jl  Na/ir,  or f, The 
iCing  and  Defender  ». 

All  this  while  the  young  Vazir  governed  the  realm  with-  jj^^  prw 
OQtcontroul,  and  had,  fooa  after  his  inftallatioD,  given  a  to-  dent  con* 
tal  defeat  to  the  negroes  who  guarded  the  royal  palace^  and  ^B  ta^ 
cutoff  the  greatcft  part  of  them,  together  with  their  leader,  wards 
who  had  oppofed  his  cleftion,  as  hath  been  formerly  hinted  j  Nuro'd- 
by  which  means,  apd  a  ftrong  garrifon  he  had  placed  in  the  ^*°" 
caftle  of  j^l  KayrOy  he  was  arrived  to  the  fummit  of  power ; 
yet,  as  he  had  left  Nofomo'ddin  Ayvh^  his  father,  a^d  the  reft 
of  his  family  at  Damafcus,  he  was  no  lefs  careful  to  avoid  Sends  fir  - ' 
^ving  Nuro^ddin  the  leaft  grounds  of  jealoufy,  and  in  every  his  father 
^g  behaved  as  his  general,  nether  than  as  Vazir  oi  Egypt ^  and/am^ 
^Ihe  had  obtained  his  permiflion  to  have  them  brought  to  h* 
MKayro,  wher^  they  might  be  nearer  to  him,  and  partake 
of  his  grandeur  and  happinefs.    His  requeft  was  of  too 
^der  and  interefting  a  nature,  not  to  be  complied  with  by 
diat  politic  prince,  who  could  eafily  forefee  the  dangerous 
ideds  of  a  denial,  and  confequently  made  no  difficulty  to 
ioofent  to  their  departure,  though  upon  condition  that  they 
\  flioald  fubmit  no  farther  to  Salahd*ddin^  than  as  to  the  general 
Hi  his  forces  in  Egypt.  ^  And  the  fame  precaution  did  Uiar 
wife  prince  take  in  all  difpatches  to  him,  which  ufoally'rea 
|q  the  plural  number,  apd  in  terms  to  this  effefl :  Nuro'ddin» 
\  ht.  to  the  Emirs  Al  Esfahfdar,  Salaba'ddin,  and  ether  Emirs 
M  Egypt,  our  will  and  Command  toyou  is,  &c.  Thus  fiur  was  the 
harmony  between  thofe  two  great  perfons  preferved.    Salah^ 
A'iHn  received  his  father  and  all  the  Ayuban  family  with 
^eat  joy,  and  with  all  the  magnificence  of  an  Egyptian  Va* 
&,  and  promoted  them  to  (bme  of  the  bigheft  pofts  ^* 

The  fame  good  underftaoding  reignol  on  the  next  year,    ^  ^^ 

which  was  the  s^sth  of  the  Hgray  between  the  two  couru. 

iiDamafeus  and  AlKayro,  when  \ht  Franks  made  a  frefh  at** 

[  tempt  on  the  fea-port  of  Damieta  *,  and  kept  it  clofely  be* 

I  'ficged  during  the  fpaceof  5a  days ;  of  which  Nuro^ddinwzs  no 

I  foptier  informed,  than  fae  caufed  a  powerful  diverfion  to  be 

made  in  tb^r  Syrian  territories,  aBif1>bliged  them,  without 

any  farther  trouble,  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  go  to  the  relief  of 

their  own  conquefts.    There  this  mutual  harmony  did  not 

fi  litde  contribute  toencmfe  Salaha'ddin*s  credit  and  autho^ 
rity  in  Egypt,  whilft  that  of  the  Khalif  gradually  leflened  in 

*  AbvYfid.  Abv^lpaeaj.  Al  Makin,  Ebh  Shohn.  &  al« 
fap.dtat.  ^  f  Abv^lfed.  Abu^lfar.  ^  al.  ubi  fap.  Renauo^ 
ttbi  fop.  p.  5  34^  &  fe^.  vqL  iii.  p'.  396,  tc  /c^.  *  Pe  hoc.  vid. 
fop.p.  igN,  . 
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that  kingdom.  There  happened,  however,  nothing  confide- 
'  rablc  in  it  either  to  the  one  or  the  other,  except  feme  (light 
advantages,  which  the  former  gained  over  the  Franks^  ia 
an  irruption  he  made  ^ainft  them  into  Syria ;  whence  being 
returned,  at  the  end  of  the  campaign,  he  caufed  two  pubtt 
edifices  to  be  converted  into  fchools  at  AlKayro^  for  the  eiH 
couragement  and  promulgation  of  the  Sonnite  doftrine,  in 
oppomion  to  that  of  the  Shiites,  of  both  which  fefts  wc 
,  have  formerly  given  an  account  *,  and  app(nnted  a  fct  niim» 
ber  of  doSors  for  that  end.  It  is  not  improbable!  that  th^ 
was  done  in  compliment,  if  not  in  obedience,  to  Nuro'din; 
who  was  a  zealous  Abbaffidey  and  looked  on  the  Shiites  as  herci 
tics,  and  as  fuch  bore  a  mortal  hatred  to  the  Fatemttes  ;  info*] 
much,  that  he  fent,  not  long  after,  an  exprefs  prohibition  W 
the  Vazir  to  fufFer  Jl  Aded  to  be  any  longer  prayed  for  in  aof 
of  the  Egyptian  mo&s,  and  to  fubftitutc  in  his  roonr 
that  of  the  Khalifs  of  Baghdad.  A  dangerous  attempt  thii 
ivas !  and  fuch,  as  Salaha*ddin  had  ftrongly  remonftrated  t»! 
him,  as  could  hardly  fail  of  caufing  a  general  revolt  among  tta 
Fatemite  MoflemSy  in  cafe  any  of  their  Mollahs  could  be  founi 
that  would  venture  to  comply  with  it,  or  even  be  forced  tfli 
do  fo  by  any  motive  ;  notwithftanding  ill  which  powerftl 
pleas,  he  received  fuch  exprefs  orders  from  that  prince  oai 
the  next  year,  as  he  dared  not,  or  cared  not,  to  difobey;  and 
the  Khalifs  of  Baghdad  were  accordingly  prayed  for  in  the' 
mofks  of  Al  Kairoy  for  the  firft  time,  on  the  fecond  frifef  I 
pf  the  xaoon  Al  Moharran^  as  we  have  (hewn  in  a  formcf  i 
volume". 

•  This  jxar,  which  was  the  366th  of  the  ffejra,  prcnA 
pregnant  of  feveral  confiderable  events ;  particularly  thofe  rf 
the  deaths  of  Al  Mqftanjed,  Khalif  of  Baghdad,  and  the  Khalif 
•  of  Egypt,  which  laft  was  followed  by  the  total  extinffionofi 
the  Fatemite  Khalifat,  or  dynafty  of  thofe  new  ppntifsin  Afn* 
ta.^  AlAded  was  then  fick,  and  on  his  death-bed,  when  ^i^ 
ro'ddin's  orders  were  put  in  force,  and  the  nqw  Khalif  of 
Baghdad  was  fubftitutgd  for  his  own  in  the  ufual  prayers;  b»t 
whether  he  knew  any  thing  of  that  change,  we  are  not  told,- 
but  only  that  he  expired  fome  few  days  after ;  neither  caa 
we  conclude,  with  any  tolerable  certainty,  concerning  the 
caufe  and  circumftjlnces  of  his  death,  from  the  various  rela- 
tions given  us  of  it  by  the  Mojlem  and  Arahk  writers,  fome 
affirming  that  he  v/as  difpatched  by  a  dofc  of  quick  poifon 
given  him  by  Salaha'dHin]  others  affirming,  that  he  died  a 

«  Before,  yoj.  i.  pt  78,  v%  519.  vol.  it.  p.  4r,  U  fec^.  *      ^  Vol. 
iii.p  40^.  .  -      - 
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natural  deaths  bat  dif&r  about  the  diftemper,  and  manner  of  Al  Aded, 
ii ;  for  the  further  detail  of  which,  we  muft  refer  our  readers  ^^^  iaft 
to  the  volume  laft-quoted,  where  he  will  likewife  find  an  in-  Fateoiitc 
ventory  of  his  vaft  treafure,  fumptuous  furniture,  variety  ol^^^^f* 
jewels,  of  the  largeft  fize  and  higheft  value,  his  noble  library,    ''•. 
and  other  particulars,  which  need  not  be  here  repeated  '^.     It 
will  fuffice  for  our  prefent  hiftory,  to  acquaint  him,  that  the 
Vazir,  whether  prefent  at  his  death,  as  fome  affirm,  or  other- 
wife,  .was  no  fooner  affured  of  it,  than  he  took  pofleffion  of  the 
whole  palace,  and  all  the  immenfe  riches  that  he  found  in  it ;  rr-       « 
and,  having  feized  on  the  deceafed  Khalif  s  whole  family,  or-  J^ha 
dered  them  to  be  conduced  to  the  moft  private  and  retired y^/ay^^ 
part  of  the  jwilace,  and  to  be  kept  under  a  ftrong  guard :  all  hy  Sa- 
his  flaves,  likewife,  he  difpofed  of;  fome  for  his  own  ufe,  lah'ddin* 
others  he  either  gave  away,  manumitted,  or  fold.     Thus 
ended  the  Fatemite  dynafty  in  Egypt,  after  it  had  continued  p     ^/^ 
.in  Jfricayzj  i  years ;  that  is,  70  in  Kairwand,  and  200  or  201  /^l^^ 
,in  Kahirah.  We  have  elfewhere  taken  notice,  that  their  foun-  "^^  "^^ 
ders pretended  tobedefcendedfromy^/i,  hyFaiima^  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mohammed ;  but  were  all  the  while  difclaimed  as  fuch  by 
thev^M/2^^i^Khalifs,  and  by  them  excommunicated  as  tranfltors, 
uibrpers,  tyrants,  and  impoftors,  together  with  all  their  ad- 
herents, as,heretics,  and  rebels  to  their  lawful  fovereign. 

SAL  AH  AD  D  IN,-  though  now  arrived  at  the  zenith  of 
wealth,  power,  and  grandeur,  was,  however,  obliged  to  aft 
>vith  great  caution,  both  with  refpeft  to  the  jealous  Nuro^d* 
dtn,  and  to  the  Egyptian  Mojlems ;  who,  as  Fatemites,  being 
moftly  of  tlie  Shiite  feft,  and  irreconcileable  enemies  to  the 
SotmiUi^  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  come  eafily  to  fo  fuddea 
a  change  of  fubmifTion  ;  and  though  they  had  not  yet  made 
any  oppoCtion,  for  want  of  opportunity,  might  in  time,  if 
they  were  not  then  deliberating  about  fome  revolt  againft 
him.  And  as  for  Niiro'ddiriy  who  was,  by  this  time,  become 
exceeding  powerful,  and  ftiil  treated  him  as  his  fubjeft  and 
ilave,  and  would  not  fufFer  him  to  delay,  much  lefs  difpute, 
the  Jeall  of  his  commands,  he  had  all  poffible  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend the  moft  ftrenuous  oppofition  and  marks  of  his  re- 
fentinent,  if  he  did  not  take  the  utrhoft  precaution  to  con- 
ceal his  ambitious  defigns  from  him,  efpecially  as  he  had  jufl 
aufe  to  fear,  left  the  far  greater  part  of  the  haughty  Emirs 
and  grandees  of  Egypt  would  immediately  go  over  to  his 
flandard,  as  foon  as  they  perceived  the  le^ft  likeliiiood  of  a 
rupture  between  them, 

«  Ibid.  p.  405,  Sc  fcq,  Vid.  k  Rehaudot,  ut^i  fup.  p.  536^ 
k  feq.  U  au^.  fap,  sitae. 
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SalahaM-      S  jft  Alt  jfD  D  IN  had,  however,  two  Very  confidmbfc 
6\tCs/uf'  fupports;  namely,  the  chief  officers  of  the  army,  whom  he 
t^^^'         had  taken  care  to  fccure  to  his  own  tntcreft,  by  diftribntiifi 
axnongft  them  a  large  portion  of  the  riches  of  the  late  Khd^ 
tmd  the  other  a  mdt  faithful  and  excellent  private  couocS^ 
confifKng  chiefly  of  his  own  family  and  friends,  whomh 
had  invited  out  of  Syria  into  JlKayro,  with  his  ownfadrt 
the  old  Emir  JyM^  a  confummate  politician,  at  their  hc^j 
by  whofe  advice  he  fleered  in  every  thing  he  did.    Purfiiafll 
to  which,  and  in  order  to  take  off  the  attention  of  fo  mai 
eyes,  and  to  flop  the  mouths  of  the  SMiU  preachers,  once 
the  firfl  ftcps  he  took  was  to  publifh  a  Gazie^  or  reKgious  m 
againft  the  Franks,  and  to  declare  his  defign  of  driving  tiie 
out  of  Egypt,  and  of  affifling  Nuro^ddin  to  do  the  fame 
Syria  ;  in  all  which  he  fHU  proceeded  with  the  deepeft  feol 
ing  regard  to  that  prince,  and  with  the  greatefi  expreffid 
of  fubmiflion  and  loyalty.   Yet  could  not  all  his  exftremejH 
caution  prevent  the  very  firfl  expedition  he  took  againft ; 
Franks,  then  garrifoncd  in  the  fortrekof  Jl  Sl}awbeck,oii 
frontiers  of  Syria,  from  alarming  that  jealous  prince  to 
higheft  degree,  and  afTuming  all  fach  menacing  airs  of  abfoli 
fovereignty  over  him,  as  made  him  fear,  in  his  turn,  i 
cffefts  of  his  refentment. 

How  they  both  behaved  upon  this  occafion,  wehavefhei 

elfewhere  <J,  and  Ayui  was  too  experienced  a  warrior  fli 

ftatefman  to  be  cafily  diverted  from  the  promifing and! 

lightful  profpeft  of  feeing  his  fon  in  pofleffion  of  the  EgypA 

throne,  or  to  be  deterred  from  it  by  the  menaces  of  the  01 

,  sgainft  the  power  and  interefl  of  the  other.     Ke  thtrcfc 

encouraged  his  fon  to  purfue  his  refolutions  at  all  adventure 

and,  whllft  he  amufed  Nuro*ddin  with  the  mofl  feigned  fa 

xniffion,  and  afts  of  generofity,  to  take  all  proper  means  a 

ir\eafures  tofecure  fo  valuable  a  crown  to  himlelf  andhisi 

fcendants.     To  all  thefe  wife  precautions  and  prep'arauci 

the  elated  Salaha^ddin  took  care  to  add  one  more ;  namd]^ 

gain  the  Egyptians  to  his  interefl  and  adminiflration,  by* 

the  popular  afts  of  generofity  and  mildnefs ;  in.  which  he  ft 

cceded  fo  well,  that  he  was  become  their  darling  and  ii 

and,  thinking  that  he  had  as'efFcftually  guarded  againft tJ 

^     ,j     efFefts  of  Nuro'ddin's  jealoufy,  ventured  a  fecond  attempt  I 

,  .""^   "    the  fortrefs  of  Shaw  beck,  and  on  that  of  Cairac  ;  but  reccii« 

mo^eita-   ^"^^  ^  threatening  meflage  from  him,  as  quickly  obliged  U 

kus  of       to  raife  the  fi^ge  of  both,  and  to  endeavour  to  pacify  hijnl 

him : 

*  See  before,  vol.  iii.  p.  408,  &  fcq.    . 
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apologies  aad ffefli expreffioos  ot  fubmiflion,  and efpecially  1a^    uyz. 
fome  magnificeDt  prefents.    Nuralddin^  who  was  no  Idfs  zfreparau 
maftcr  of  the  art  of  diffimnlation,  appeared  outv^ardly  fatis-  invade 
fied  with  his  proceedings,  but  was  all  that  while  rsdfing  .a  ^'*»- 
powerful  armament,  with  full  refolution  to  invade  Egypt  b^y 
the  next  year ;  however^  happily  for  Sakha'ddin,  who  was  in 
li»  utmoft  confternation  and  fear  at  thefe  prejparations,  news 
was  brought  to  him,  that  that  prince  died  of  a  fqumancy  at 
-the  caftle  of  damafcus,  juft  as  he  was  going  to  enter  upon  jy^^  ^  ^ 
that  expedition,  in  the  year  of  the  Hiyra  569  *,  to  the  great^^/^j^u^-^ 
joy,  not  only  of  Salaia'ddin  and  his  whole  family,  but  of  the    1 175.  * 
Bf^iansy  who  dreaded  his  approach  no  lefs  than  they  ad< 
iiured  the  magnificence  and  lenity  of  his  generals. 

5^L/^i^^*i)2>ViV;  though  now  freedfrom  the  apprehcw- 
fions  of  fo  powerful  an  enemy,  daired  not  venture  to  takeoiF 
the  maflc,  and  afliime  the  fovereign  power  and  title,  while  lie 
faw  his'fucceflbr  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army,  and  no  lefs 
^efirous  than  able  to  difpo(Ie&  hitn.  Foo  which  reafon,  lus 
.firfl  c^e  was- to  fecure  to  him&lf  a  fure  afylum,  in  cafe  he 
fliould  be  obliged,  by  a  fuperior  force,  to  abandon  Egypt^ 
Be  quickly  fet  his  eye  on  the  kingdom  of  Nubia,  as  the  moft 
co&vemently  fituate^fbr  fuch  a  retreat,  and  refolved  upon  the 
redu^ion  of  it.  He  accordingly  difpatched  his  brotl^  Ma^ 
kkTurai^ah  thither,  at  the  head  of  a  fufficient  force ;  but 
who,  being  aftoniflxed  at  the  fterility  and  inhofpitality  of  the 
country,  returned  quickly  after,  without  efieAing  any  things 
and  eafily  dUTuaded  him  from  that  enterprize.  His  next  was 
upon  the  country  of  Al  Yaman,  or  Arabia  Felix,  defcribcd  in 
a  former  part  of  this  work  ^ ;  the  reduftion  of  which  he  eafily 
completed,  by  the  total  defeat  of  the  Emir  Abialnabi,  who 
had  made  himfelf  mailer  of  it,  and  whom  he  brought  prifoner 
with  him  in  chains.  We  fliall  refer  our  readers,  for  the 
further  particulars  of  that  expedition,  to  the  account  that 
hath  been  formerly  given  of  it  ^,  together  with  other  fuccefs- 
ful  exploits  of  that  general ;  who,  according  to  fome  authors, 
Was  accompanied  in  it  by  Al  Ayub  Shah,  and  brought  thence 
fpoil  of  immenfe  value;  an  account  of  all  which  they 
Will  find  in  the  place  laft  quoted  **.  We  Avail  only  obferve, 
'^pon  the  whole,  that,  after  this  great  acceffion  of  wealth  and 
dominion,  Salaha*ddin  made  no  longer  demur  tp  afliime  the 
title  of  Soltan,  or  fovercign  of  Egypt,  and  was  acknowledged 

'  Abu'lped.  Abv^far.  &al.  fup.  citat.     Renaudot,  iibi 
>up.  p.  517,  &  fcq.     Vid.  &  vol.  iii.  p.  411,  &  fcq.  ^  Sec 

Anc.  Hift.  vol.i.  p.  371,  &vol.xviii.  p.  352,  &  feq.         s  Sec 
^ol.  iii.  p.  i|  16,  &  feq,        *  Dc  his,  vid.  note  (M). 

3  fuch' 
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fuch  h^  the  far  greater  part  of  the  ftates  of  that  kibgdom,  by> 
the  end  of  that  year,  without  oppofition*     We  fay  the  feir 
greater ;  for  though  the  reft  did  not  dare  to  oppofe  him 
openly,  yet  many  lords  of  very  confiderable  rank,  efpecially 
among  the  Shiites,  were  ftill  very  numerous,  and  relaiaed  an 
Conjpirmp  irreconcileable  hatred  againft  the  Abbajfide  Khalif,  and  had 
formed  iu  engaged  in  a  confpiracy  againft  him,  in  favour  of  the  FdtmiU 
'^Tir  ^^  ^^™*^y»  *^^  ^^^^  ^  defijgn  of  reftoring  the  Khalifat.    This 
iake  S'  P^^^'  though  deeply  laid,  could  not,  however,  go  long  undif- 
*^        ^'  covered,  cof  iidering  the  many  fpies  that  were  fet  over  them, 
not  only  by  the  jealous  Soltan,  for  fo  we  muft  ftilc  him 
henceforth,  t^t  likewife  by  the  Abhajfide  Khalifs,  and  elated 
Sonnites  that  were  intermixed  amongf^  them  (G),    It  was 
accordingly  brought  to  light  this  year,  which  was' the  569th 
of  the  Hejra^  and  followed  by  the  moft  fevere  executions  of 
the  chief  perfons  concerned  in  it ;  many  of  whom  were  cru- 
cified, others  burned  alive  K  Thefe  did  not  fo  fjEu:  extingniih 
the  Egyptians  zeal  for  the  Fatemite  defcendants,  but  a  new  x^ 
volt  broke  out  the  next  year  againft  the  new  Soltan,  which 
•  was  headed  by  Al  Kanz^  al,  AiKaiiazo*ddoulay  then  govcrna 
of  Ajjivariy  or  AJfovan^  in  Upper  Egypt ;  where  he  had  af- 
fembled  a  vaft  number  of  blacks,  or  rather  ifwarthy  nativa, 
-  and  marched  diredWy  into  the  Loru^r,  and  was  there  met  by 
vaft  ftioals  of  Egyptians ^  who  flocked  to  him  from  all  parts. 
Againft  them  Salaha*ddm  difpatched  his  brother  AlMahkAl 
DrtudfuU  Tmratiy  with  a  fuitable  number  of  forces,  who  quickly  cn- 
ly  deftated  ^^g^^  j^jj^  ^\^  j^jg  uf^al  fiercenefs  ;  and,  after  a  defperate 
f?^"*"    engagement,  in  which  he  cut  ia  pieces  vaft  numbers  of  his 


ijhid. 


'  De  his,  vid.  fap.  vol.  iii,  p.  416,  &  feq.  &  audi.  ib.  citat. 

-      (  G  )  We  are  told,  that  when  the  fake  of  peace,  conllralncd 

the  exprefs  order  of  Ifuroddin,  to  retradl  and  diffembJe :  io  that 

,  was  iirft  publilhed  at  Al  Katfroy  it    was   no  wonder  that  they 

for  praying  for  the  Khalifs  of  ftionld  now,  in  revenge^  become 

Baghdad^  inftcad  of  thofe  of  the  the  mjft   diligent  fpics  upon, 

Fatemite  line,  by  name,  there  and  the  mod  inveterate  wit- 
were  the  greateft  rejoicings  made  -  nefles  againft  them?  on  thisoc- 

in  both   thefe  capitals  by  the  cafion  \  infpmuch  that  it  was 

Sonnite  fcdl ;  but  efpecially  thofe  deemed  a  crime  with  them,  w 

of  Egypt f  who  had  been  till  then  ha^e  written,  either  in  profe  ^ 

kept  fo  long  under  the  feveretl  verfe,  in  defence  of  the  Fatt*. 

fubjedlion  by  the  Cheyks,  that  mite  faction,  as  they  then  exult- 

many  of  them  had  been,  ^r  ingly  termed  it  (8). 

[%)  Debit,  vii*  Bobaodultt,  Al  Muhi;i,i,  &  al,ftp,cit^» 

'      '    forces,. 
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forces,  add' amoflgll  them  their  general  and  chief  of  the  re- 
volt, he  eafily  defeated  and  difperfed  the  reft,  and  returned 
viftorious  to  AhKnyro  ^.     About  the  fame  time,  Salah'ddinsignaUi^ 
gained  alfo  a  moft  confiderable  aidvantage  over  the  Franks f feat  befort 
thgn  clofely  befieging  the  city  of  Alexandria  with  a  numerous  Alexan- 
fleet  and  army,  under  the  command  of  William  H*  king  ofdria* 
Sicily ;  againifl  whom  he  marched  at  the  head  of  a  powerful 
force,  and  with  fuch  furprifing  fpecd,  that  hid  unexpeAed 
approach  injefted  an  univerfal  panic  through  his  whole  camp, 
aad  obliged  him  to  abandon  it  with  the  utmoft  pi^ecipitatiort 
and  confufion,  leaving  all  his  military  engines,  ftores,  and 
baggage,  behind  ;  and,  as  fome  add,  v^ifh  the  lofs  of  a  great 
nomber  of  his  forces,  and  fome  of  his  (hips  ^ 

Th^s  fuccefs  was  followed,  on  the  next  year,  by  a  much 
greater,  in  Syria ;  where  he  reduced  the  ftrong  capital  of 
Damafous^  and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  (cvcral  other  confider- 
able fortrefles  and  towns  in  that  country;  which,  being  out 
of  our  Egyptian  boundaries,  we  (hall  refer  our  reader  for  a 
foil  account  of  that  expedition,  which  took  him  up  near  two 
years,  to  the  volume  above-quoted".     We  come  down  to  the  Stlah*d- 
572d  year  of  the  Hejra^  which  was  that  of  his  return  into  din  t$^ 
^gypty  after  he  had  regulated  his  affairs  (ft),  and  made  his  turns  int9 
brother  Al  Malek  Al  Tnran  governor  of  Damafcus,  and  his  ^S/P^*  - . 
<si)xtx  Syrian  conquefts,  and  made  his  triumphal  entry"  into 
his  capital.     Here^  having  refted  himfeif  and  his  troops  for  st 
while,  he  began  towards  the  dofe  of  it,  to  build  that  famous 
wall,  which  was  to  inclofe  the  cities  of  Mefr  and  Ai  Kdyro^ 
and  was,  we  are  told,  to  have  extended  itfelf  29,000,  or  j^  ^ 
29,300  cubits  incompafs**;  but  which  he  did  not  li^eto  Vj\5^^ 
fecfini(hed ;  tho*  h«  did  fome  other  public  ftruftures,  which yj^^^^^ 
be  caufed  to  be  erefted ;  particularly,  the  college,  or  public  i-.  ^  ^.^//, . 

*  ABu'LP«b-  Abu'lfar.  Al  Makin,  Sohaddowla,  &  al. 
fcp.  citat  R>ENAVDOT,  ubi  fup.  p.  541.  ^  De  hoc,  vid. 

Snr.  in  vol,  iji.  p.  418,     =       »  Ibid.  p.  419,  &  feq.         «  Ebn 
io)iQah,ad  aB«    '  . 

(H)  We  are  told,  that,  among  and  afligned  him,  in  lieu  of  it|^ 

feme  public  ails  which  he  did  a  yearly  pehfion  of  2000  dinars 

before  he  left  Syria^  he  fup-  out  of  his  owfi  treafiiry,  befidej 

preffedthecaph^r  exacted  from  a  large  quantity  of  corn  which 

*e  pilgrims  going  to  M^ccayhy  was  lent  to  him  yearly  out  of 

Ac  Emir  of  that  metropolis,  Egypt  (9). 

(9)  Abu^fiJL  Bin  Sbobnat,  jfiMakriJl,  iff  aL  fup,  cit,  Pid,  ^Rtnaudct/uhi 
^"^•^•54*.  .:   .  .../..         .       /  

••M9tt.Hi8T.V0L.3qV.  *  IT*    *         fchopi. 
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,   ichooly  in  the  city  of  Me/r,  and  the  hof{»tal  at  Jl  Ifoyro,  with 

others  of  lefs  note»  which  were  begun  in  the  fame  year. 

About  the  fame  time*  we  are  iikewife  told,  broke  out  a  kind 

of  new  revolt  in  Upper  Egypt y  confifting  of  a  nimbcr  of  rebd* 

Uoa$  bbick  natives  of  that  country,  under  the  command  of 

one  Jbdafthuth ;  who  gave  himfelf  out  to  be  Dawd^  otDavii^ 

the  fon  of  the  late  Fatemite  Khalif  Jl  Aded^  and  had  his  reih 

dezvoiis  near  the  ancient  city  of  Caft^  or  KoptoSy  in  that  pro* 

vince  o;  whete,  being  timely  furprifed  by  theSoltan's  forceSi 

before  they  had  time  to  do  any  great  damage,  they  were  eafi^ 

routed,  and  eitlier  deftroyed  or  taken  prifoners.  Amoogftthi 

former  of  whom  was  their  general,  who  fell  one  of  the  firft| 

and,  by  his  death,  threw  the  reft  into  an  univerfal  paok  j 

and  confufion  :  among  the  latter  above  jooo  were  pubiidf 

hanged;  infomuch  that  of  100,000,  of  which  their  corpil 

faid  to  have  confifted,  no  lefs  than  ^0,000  are  reckonoili 

have  periflied  in  that  fatal  revolt. 

Salah'd*        ^^"^  ^^^  following,  which  was  the  573d  of  the  H^m^ 

iinfuuo  proved  more  unfortunate  to' him;  when,  having  led  a  vem 

fii^t        numerous  army  again  into  Paleft%ne\^vc&.  the  Franks y  aa| 

hy  the       fending  his  detachments  about  ro  ravage  their  territories 

Flanks,     he  met  \vith  fjich  a  terrible  rcpulfe  from  them,  that  he  wik 

*  ^77'     forced  to  abandon  his  camp,  and  to  betake  himfelf  to  a  pred* 

pitatc  flight ;  whilft  his  MoJlemSy  having  no  fortrefs  to  fettrt 

to  between  that  and  Egypt y  were  forced  to  traverfe  all  the  vai 

defarts  between  that  and  Palfifiine,  and  never  flopped  till  th* 

arrived  at  Jl  Kayro ;  where  his  entrance  into  his  capiw 

proved  as  di(graceful  as  the  laft  had  been  glorious,  haute 

loft  the  greateft  part  of  his  arnty,^  and  beafts  of  burthen,  whio 

perifljed  in  thefe  defarts  for  want  of  water.    As  for  thofeil 

IT-^J^y^ *  his  troops  which  were  left  in  Paleftiney  znd  which  he  foil 

■^^f^ft'"    judlcioufly  detached  to  ravage  the  country,  by  which  he  hi 

I'aieitinc.  (^  greatly  weakened  his  army,  and  gave  the  Franks  that  fig 

advantage  over  him,  they  were  ^  either  cut  in  pieces 

taken  prifoners;  and  he  himfelf  owns  to  h'ls  brother 

Tutariy  in  the  doleful  account  he  gives  him  of  this  fi 

overthrow,  that  he  had  narrowly  efcaped  more  than  once 

twice  the  fame  fate ;  and  acknowledges,  that  ti6thittg  bit' 

Divine  Providence,  which  had  referved  him  for  fome  gri 

defign,  could  have  brought  him  fafe  into  Egypt  p.    He  WSB 

Indeed,  to  have  been  defigned  as  a  fcoprge  to  the  ChriAtio 

during  the  remainder  of  his  reign  ^  but  as  the  chief  of  i 

•  De  hoc,  vid.  Atic.  Hift.  vol.  i.  p.  59^  F  De  his,  tii 

fup.  vol,  iii.  p.  yts,  &  feq.  £(  aaQ«  ibv  atat. 
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ikploits  agaioll  them,  perfornidd  in  Palefiine,  Sfria,^nd  other 

ELTts  ottt  of  his  Egyptian  dominioiis,  otir  readers  will  find^a 
U  account  of  them,  in  chronological  order^  in  the  volume 
abovc-quoted  «,  whilft  wc  confine  ourfelves  to  thofe  few  par- 
ticulars of  if,  which  more  properly  relate  to  the  Egyptian 

Akd  here  we  meet  with  nothing  confiderable  till  the  year  Riceianf^ 
of  the  H^jra  476,  in  which  Nafrr  LedinVllaJj,  having  been  ne^ja  title ^  ' 
rafel  to  the  Khalifat  of  Baghdad,  honoured  him  with  the  andifomur 
eattent  erf  his  i^ivcftiture  as  Soltan  ciEgypt^  together  with  th^  A^Mtbt 
kaftan^  and  other  mfignia  of  royalty,  and  fevpral  magnificent  ^^^lif  of 
prefents ;  to  which  he  added  the  title  of  Emir  Al  Omra  ',  in  ^^^^* 
CDofideratlon  of  his  great  fervices  both  to  the  Khalifat,  and  to        ^ 
tlie  Mohammedan  religion.     In  return  to  which,  as  well  as  to     ^^^^*  ' 
{ratify  his  own  martial  Inclination,  and   zeal  agamft  the 
Chriffians,  he  fet  about  raifing  a  moft  pow^ful  ar*ny,  in  or- 
der to  make  a  frefti,  and,  as  he  hoped,  a  more  fuccefsful  ex- 
Jjedition  into  Syria;  for  by  this  time  that  fmall  remains, 
which  he  brought  from  Pakfiine,   had  been  fo  reduced, 
ioth  by  their  traverfing  fuch  dry  and  barren  defarts,  and  by 
adreadfol  peftilence  which  had  raged  amongft  them  after 
^  their  return,   that  it  was  not  till  the  578th  year  of  the  Hejra 
that  he  fet  out  for  it  from  his  metropolis. 

He  fet  out  accordingly  at  the  head  of  a  fornMdaMe  force,  Hiiufxt 
attended  by  a  moft  fplendid  retinue  of  his*  chief  officers^  and  and  loft 
amidft  the  acclamations  and  good  wifties  of  this  court  and  exfeditiw 
city,  though  not  without  fonac  prefentment  of  ill  fuccefs,  oc-  «'»^''  Syria, 
cafioned  by  a  bard,  who,  fqueezing  himfelF  through  the  crowd 
of  "Other  poetic  congratulators,  prefented  him  with  a  fprig  of 
camomile  and  a  diftich  ;;  which   that  prince  took  for  an  ill 
omen,  and  thr-ew  a  vifible  damp  npon  all  his  joy.     However,  mjuccefi* 
he  inarched  on  at  the  head  of  his  army  •,  but  was  rcpulfed 
with  difgrace  before  Aleppo  and  Al  Mawfel,  after  having 
fpent  much  time  and  labour  in  befieging  thefe  two  important 
pkces,  and  fuftaining  fome  mortifying  affronts  from  the  be- 
%edatthelatier«. 

WHitST  hefped  thusill  in  Syria,  his  £]g;j^//^n  dominioiis  Franks 
Weit  not  a  Ktile  alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  a  moft  power-  armada  on 
fal  fleet  and  armada  of  the  Franks  on  the  Red  Sea,  and  which  the  Red 
fecmcd  to  thteatten  the  cities  of  Mecca  d:ad  Medina,  fuch  as  had  Sea. 
Mverbefore  appeared  on  that  coaft.     The  news  of  which  no     1 182. 
fcoacT  Feaohed  Al  Kayro,  than  Al  Malek  Abu  Bccr^  Salah'd^ 
■    '    / 

"^  P..4«8,  A  feq.  vid..&  voUiv.  p.  137,  &  feq.  »•  Dehoc, 

vid.  fup.  voli  iv.  p.  295 — 310,  &  fecj.  «  See  vol,  iii.  p.  438, 
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i/m's  brother,  who  was  left  viceroy  of  Egypt  during  his  aV 
fence,  caufed  another  to  be  equipped  with  all  fpeed,  the  coffin 
mand  of  which  he  garve  to  his  governor  of  the  m^ine,  named 
Lul4y  a  brave  experienced  officer,  who  loft  no  time,  to  go  in 
quell  of  and  engage  them ;  and  quickly  came  up  with  ttem 
Bleated    qh  the  coaft  of  JlKayro;  upon  which,  a  moft  dreadful  figlft 
^  ^^'.      enfued,  wherein  both  fides  behaved  with  the  utmoft  obfti- 
T^yP^y"  nacy  and  bravery,  but  concluded,  at  length,  in  favour  of  the 
^"'^^  '    Mojlemsy  who  made  a  moft  horrid  ftaughter  of  the  Chrif- 
tians,  took  and  funk  a  great  many  of  their  (hips,  flaughteroj 
an  incredible  number  of  their  men,  and  took  moft  of  die  rel 
pi  ifoners,  who  were  all  likewife  butchered  to  a  man.    Tbk 
proved  fo  fatal  a  blow  to  the  Franks y  that  they  never  mott 
fheir  im    Ventured  the  like  attempt ;  and  both  the  Egyptian  viceroy  aai 
mtnfe  kfs.  admiral  gained  immortal  praife  amongft  all  the  Tkf^^mj,  scl 
only  fw  that  timely  expedition,  but  even  for  their  inhumffll 
treatment  of  the  Cliriftian  prifoners,  whom  their  writers  a^ 
cufe  of  having  flaughtered  a  great  number  of  pilgrims  gcA^^ 
to  Mecca  before  that  defeat,  and  to  have,  moreover,  threat* 
cned  the  deftruftion  of  that  city  and  temple ;  as  for  other 
outrages  charged  upon  them,  and  their  lofs  of  ftiips,  me^, 
6r.  they  differ  fo  much  in  their  accounts,,  that  we  can  ^y  W 
thing  certain  about  them  *. 
«alah'd-        ^AL  AH 'D  D  IN  ftill  purfued  the  war  in  Syria,  and  id 
din'j  con-  the  pleafure  to  find  the  next  campaign  more  fuccefsfol  Asl 
quffis  in     the  former,  as  the  reader  may  fee  in  the  account  we  havedfc* 
Syria.         where  given  of  it  ^    This  obliged  him  to  fend  frequently* 
M83.      Jiis  brother,  the  viceroy  oi  Egypt,  for  frefh  reinforccmoU 
and,  at  length,  to  order  him  to  refign  the  govcrnmcat « 
Takio'd-  Egypt  to  his  nephew  Takio'ddin  AlModhaffer,  and  to  comeU 
dm  made   him  into  Syria  with  at  frefli  fupply.of  forces;  and,  uponti 
*^ceray  of  arrival  thither,  promoted  him  to  the  government  of  Hak^i 
Sypt-      Akppo  in  the  room  of  another  brother  of  his,  lately  dead' 
the  wounds  which  he  received  at  one  of  the  fieges  ;  wbd 
lofs  fo  deeply  afFcfted  that  conqueror,  that  he  was  forced j| 
fend  for  Al  Maiek  Jl  JJel  out  of  Egypt,  to  be  near  and  t " 
him  in  his  council?.     With  his  affiftartce  he  went  on  ^ 
furious  progrefs  and  fuccefs  againft  the  Franks,  during  t 
next  and  following  yeais,   fpreading  dread,  horror,  and 4 
foUtion,  wherc-ever^he  came,  putting  all  to  fife  and  fw 
\yhere-ever  he  conquered,  and  every -where  difplaying 
moft  invincible  hatred  againft  the  Franks  and  Chriftians.jJ 
all  which,  and  his  various  ficges  and  conqucfts  in  Syria,  Pi 
lejline,  M^opotamia,   and  other  eaftern  parts,   fo  foil  adj 

*  Aav'tfEi*.  &  al.  fup.citar.        ?  Vol.  iii.  p.  444.  &  ki!\ 
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ampie  an  accbutit  hath  been  given  in  the  former  volume 
aboiTe*qnoted  "^y  that  we  have  nothing  left  to  add  to  it  here : 
but^  upon  the  -wbok*  muft  conclude  thdt  great  and  fucccfsful 
Gonqueror  to  have  been  (in  fpiteof  all  that  his  panegyriA$ 
have  faid  to  the  contrary)  a  prince  no  Jcfs  cruel  and  vindic* 
tive  than  ambitious.  Inftaaces  of  which,  even  to  his  near  re- 
btioQ^,  abound  through  this  latter  part,  if  not  through  his 
whole  reign ';  notwithftanding  the  many  inftanccs  of  muAifi- 
eeuce  het  is  fo  much  cried  up  for  towards  the  cities  he  con- 
quered>  after  the  fury  and  heat  o£  his  anger  and  martial  re* 
fcntment  were  fubfided  ;  fuch  as  the  building  and  endowing 
ftatdy  mofks,  fchools,  hofpitals,  caravanferas,  and  other  fuch 
public  ilruftures,  and  repairing  the  walls  of  towns,  caftlcs, 
and  other  fortrefles,  which  he  had  deftroyed ;  :aU  which, 
Aoagh  plaia  inftaoces  of  his  generofity,  prudence,  and  po-. 
licy,  will  go  but  little  way  towards  clearing  his  charafter 
from  the  juft  imputation  of  cruelty,  ingratitude,  and  unmea- 
furable  ambition'^. 

-  During  his  long  abfence  out  of  Egypt,  which  v/as  from 
the  year  of  the  Hejra  578  to  that  of  his  death,  in  589,  the 
heads  and  pens  of  the  writers  of  his  reign  feem  to  have  been 
fo  wholly  engrofled  by  his  vaft  coaquefts,  that  they  have  not 
,  taken  notice  of  any  thing  memorable  in  that  kingdom,  except- 
ing the  recalling  his  nephew  Takio'ddin,  whom  he  had  ap-  .  . 
pointed  viceroy  of  it,  from  that  government,  upon  fome  fuf- 
pidon,  whether  well  or  ill  grounded,  of  his  defigning  to  fc- 
cure  that  crown  for  himfelf,  in  cafe  any  difafler  happened  to 
hiffl  whilft  he  was  purfuing  his  war  againft  the  Franks ;  where, 
we  arc  told,  that  Taiko'ddin,  being  afraid  of  obeying  his  or- 
<fcrs,  and,  returning  to  DamafcuSy  went  and  refuged  himfelf 
"With  Kvrkufby  one  of  his  MandUks^  who  had  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  Barka  and  fomc  of  the  neighbouring  provinces,  and 
was  become  very  powerful  in  thpfe  parts,  tg  the  no  fmall  re- 
fentmeat  of  .Salah\ddin ;  who  at  that  time,  however,  re- 
duced his  nephew  to  his  duty  and  interelt  by  fair  means  j 
and,  advancing  him  to  the  government  of  fome  other,  pro- 
vinces^ rcftored  hh  own  brother  M  Makk  Al  Ad^I  to  his  for- 
iner  government  in  that  kingdom. 

'    The  other,  and  indeed  more  material  occurrence  which  .7-^^ 
hiappened  in  it,  is  that  of  the  plundering  of  l\i^  Egyptian  ca-  pranks 
*nvan  in  kt  way  to  Mecca,  putting  a  vaft  number  of  the  holy  plunder  thp 
"Pilgrims  b^onging  to  .it  to.  the  fword,  and  threatening  death  Egyptian 
'to-  the  M(^/?io.aa4  deftruftioR  W  th^ir  two  holy  cities  oicat^awan, 

1186 
'""  Ibid:  p.  449>  &  fcq.  ad  j'tau        .    *  De  his,  vi4.  vol.  iii. 
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Jkfeetd  and  Medina.  ^  Whtt  greatly  tggtiticted  this  piece  rf 
hofHBty  was,  that  Arnold,  count  df  Cafiilin,  whd  was  ilf6 
j^leb,  (M-  lord,  of  jfTCafakf  Was  th«ir  coennftnder,  and  bad 
But  ktcly  cx)nclnded  a  treaty  xvkh  Sd/klfMn,  who  fo  it* 
fetited  hH  treacha7>  that  he  (wore  he  wosM  ftrikc  ^kis 
perfidious  head,  if  erer  he  goi  biift  !fit6  his  hands ;  as  he  a^ 
Cordingly  foon  after  did,  upon  his  .taking  him  prifoner;  aol 
offering  faim  his  life  in  tain  (O  tarn  MobafMfiidun  '. 
Salah'd-       We  come  now  to  the  year  of  the  ti^ra  589  (or,  accordiogto 
din*/         Renaudoty  5 8 8),  in  which  thdt  great  Ahjim  conqueror  died  n 
deaths       Dama/cust  in  the  57th  lunar  year  of  his  age,  and  24th  of  his 
*  '93-     ntign  in  the  kingdom  of  Egypt,  to  the  intxpreiEblc  grief  of 
all  the  Mohammedans,  who  eVery -where  exprefled  it  by  the 
deepeft  and  moft  univerfal  mourning,  and  the  no  lefs  real  Joy 
6f  all  the  Chriftians,  to  whom  he  had  ever  been  a  moft  i^^^ 
concileable  enemy,  and  dreadful  fcoUrge.     But  we  (hall  have 
the  lefs  need  to  dwell  upon  that  fubjeft,  having  already  given 
rnHdeha^    elfewhere  fo  full  and  ample  an  account  of  his  laft  ficknefs, 
V  raaer.       death,  and  other  particulars  relating  to  the  manner  and  ci^ 
cumftances  of  them,  as  well  as  his  funeral  obfequies,  iffvit, 
the  partition  of  his  conquefts  and  dominions  between  his  fons 
and  brothers,  his  eharafter,  and  inftances  of  his  gencro/ity 
and  lingular  contempt  of  riches^  which  laft  had  fofarex- 
£;riii«y?r</  haufted  his  ;treafury,  that,  if  we  may  belieye  the  author  of  the 
trtafury.    Lebtarikh,  who  was  an  eye-witnefs  of  it,  ^s  he  himfelf  aflum 
us,  there  were  found  in  it,  at  his  death,  but  one  fmgie  Syrm 
dinar,  and  forty-feven  dirhems,  or  drachms  '. 
Succeeded       ^^  fooner  was  M  Malek  j4l  Adel,  Satah'd(tin'^  eldeft  fon, 
h  Al  Ma- P^^^^^°^^^  ^^^  fucceflbr,  and  received  the  homage  of  his  hit* 
lek  Al      thren,  uncles,  and  other  grandees,  than  he  fiotifiedit^  by  an«- 
Add.       prefs,  to  his  brother  Al  Aziz  Othman,  then  viceroy  of  Egypt, 
and  to  all  his  other  brethren,  in  their  rcfpeftive  principalitic« 
and  governments,  with  the  ufual  injunftions  that  they  fhouM 
all  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  him.    The  irfsfofttine 
Was,  that  this  new  Soltan,  a  prince  of  the  tnqft  oppofite  cba*-^ 
ra^er  to  his  father,  had  not  one  fingle  Virtue  which  cottW 
iftfpire  them  eithef  with  love  or  fear ;  and,  to  complete  hh' 
,       misfortunes,  made  choice  of  a  new  Vatir,  who  eafily  per* 
fuaded  him  to  exchange  ^11  his  father's  old  faithful  miniftcrt 
for  a  fct  of  new  ones,  who,  by  ehcouragiftg  bkn  in  his  Jcwd*  I 
iiefs  and  other  vices,  rendered  him  fUU  more  contemptiUli 
and  quickly  occafioned  that  general  defeftion^  wl^,  9S «« 
have  el&where  hinted^  broke  out  at  tlie  veiy  beginfiiog  ^ 

T  Vid/fttp.  ibid.  p.  480,  k  feq.  ad  484.  »  JDtf  Us,  vid* 

fup.  vol.  ill,  p.  529,  &  feq[.  (i  au^.  ib.  citat.  - 
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f Jiis  reign  \  la  fb  ^aoy  parts  of  his  dcMZiinioos,  and  pardcti- 
,iady  in  this  kingdom  of  Egypt;  vhere  the  ambidous  J/ 
'iJziZy  a  prince  no  k(s  debauched  and  vicious,  wn%  no  fooner  Hu  hrp» 
.i$tiimed  from  afliAing  at  his  father's  fiiaeral,  than  he  was^^'^  A| 
.farroundetd  by  the  chiefs  of  his  court ;  who,  being  no  ftrao-  ^^^*  '■^* 
gcrs  to  his  towering  views,  exhorted  him,  with  one  voice,  to'^^^'^' 
Sftftrt  his  right  to  the  crown  by  open  force,  and  caft  off  all  ^^'^  ^ 
jrfuthcr  alliance  to  that  of  Syrioy  and  even  to  invade  that  '*     ^^^^* 
^^kiBgdom,  and  other  of  his  brother's  dominions,   upon  the 
ti&ft  £ivaarable  opportunity  that  offered  Itfelf  to  him;  to 
viriiofe  advice,  if  he  was  not  really  the  firft  mover  of  that  ad- 
Mxtkj  he  readily  agreed.     The  neceflary  preparations  for  this     ' 
•expedition  todt  him  up  near  two  years,  during  which  he  par 
4ercd  into  a  firm  alliance  with  his  uncle  AlMalek  yfi  Adelj^u 
ifkr,  then  SaleJby  or  prince,  of  Jl  CaraCy  to  join  their  forces 
to  drive  him  out  of  his  Syrian  dominions ;  whilft  infatuated 
MMalek  AiAdely  unmindful  of  every  thing  but  hisownplca- 
fures,  indulged  himfelf  in  all  kinds  of  kwdnefs,  gaming, 
drinking,  and  other  debaucheries,  gave  them  all  the  time  and 
opportunity  they  could  wiih  for  to  invade  his  dominions,  and 
/urpriic  him  in  his  capital  of  Damafcusr  altogether  unpre-  . 
pared. 

Thet  accordingly  entered  Syria  with  their  joint  forces,  ln<uadti 
iathe  year  of  the  Hejra  592  ;  and,  without  any  confiderable  Syria. 
oppofition,  befieged  that  city ;  and  whether  it  furo-eadcred  to    1 1 9$. 
them,  or  was  reduced  by  force  (about  which  our  authors  aie 
Wt  agreed),  they  made  themfeives  mafters  of  it,  and  ob^ged 
JlJdel  to  yield  to  them,  as  w(  have  elfewfaere  (hewn  ^. 

AL  AZIZ  by  this  time  was  become  fo  powerful  in  this 
new  conquered  kingdom,  that  he  governed  it  without  con* 
troul,  was  prayed  for  by  name  in  all  the  moiks,  oMned  money, 
And  in  all  other  refpefts  excreted  a  fupreme  autfaortty>  leav- 
ing only  to  his  brother  Al  Adel  the  bare  (hew  and  (hadow  of 
royahy.  However,  he  foon  rendered  himfelf  contemptible, 
hy  hisdduucherieSy  to  the  £m}rs  or  grandees  of  both  king* 
doms,  even  in  a  greater  degree  than  his  brother  \  iotAlAdely 
in  fpite  of  his  vicious  nature,'  had  gained  the  afftAions  of 
B^oy  of  them  by  his  generbfir^^  while  Aziz  loft  them  by  his 
^ant  of  It.  Al  Aziz  reigned,  however,  till  the  S95th  year  of 
the  Hejraj  when  he  Was  fudd^nly  carried  o(F  by  death ;  leav-  ^j  ^j^ 
JQgf  as  moft  authors  agree,  a  (bn  <>ehind  him,  named  Al  Man-  ^y^^^ 
/Kf,  noi  then  above  nine  years  of  age;  to  y^ow,  how^vipr,   1^58/ 

^  Ibid.  p.  530,  &  feq.  ^  Vol.  iii.  p.  54J,  k  fcq.  vid.  & 

R^AVi^T*'  «bi  (Vjp-  p.  556,  -&  f«q. 
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Succuded  the  Emirs^  both  Salahian  and  j4fadkin  ^,  took,  the  oftths>1)f 
h  ^^        allegiance ;  but  infifted  that  his  uncle  Al  .<^^!dbl(bouid  be m- 
Manfor.   vited  to  take  the  reins  of  govcrnnxent  during  his  minority.  M 
Al  Afdal  "^dal  was  then  in  Syria^  when  the  news  erf'  hi^  brodicr's 
ihqfen  n-  d^^th,  and  of  his  being  invited  to  .the  regency,  of  Jpgy^, 
gent*         ^^^^  brought  to  him ;  who  accordingly  fct  out  with  allfpe^d , 
for  Jl  Kayro^  and  at  his  arrival  was  received  and  acknow- 
ledged regent  by  them  all^  and  with  the  acclamations  of  the 
people  **.  ,  .    ' 

Jieniws       >  The  firft  thing  which  he  did,  after  his  inftallation,  wwto 
.  fbe  war  h  revive  the  war  and  invafion  of  Syria  ;  and  this,  in  all  prdhfl- 
6yri4.       bility,  in  complaifance  to  the  Egyptian  Emirs,  ^who  had  in-  i 
vited  him  to  the  regency,  and  had  been  the  firft  promoters  of  ; 
it  in  the  laft  reign.     And  to  this  end  he  entered  into  an  alii-  ; 
ance  with  another  of  his  brothers,  named    Dhaher^  ivho  j 
was  Salch,  or  Soltan,  of  Aleppo^  and  at  t"hat  time  very  powjsr-  | 
ful.     They  began  with  their  joint  forces  with  the  fi^of  i 
DamafcuSy  which  Al  Adel  hsid  recovered  fince  the  death  of  ! 
Al  Aziz,  and  was  then  laying  fiege  to  another  fortrefs,  but 
abandoned  it  to  come  tq  the  defence  of  this.    Dama/cus  wa$  j 
•   accordUngly  befieged  by  thofe  two  princes  with  great  vigour,  ( 
and  as  bravely  defended  by  the  Syrian  Emirs,  whom  Al  M. 
had  gained  to  his  intereft  by  new  marks  of  munificence ;  when, 
in  the  heat  of  the  fiege,  a  fudden  quarrel  happened  betwten 
the  two  brothers  AlDhaher  and  Al  Afdal,  upon  a  bcaftlyjoc- 
cafion,  fcarcely  fit  to  be  mentioned  here  again  *^,  which  .*lcr- 
minated  in  a  total  rupture ;  and  the  former,  having  exprc&d 
his  refentment  againft  the  latter  in  the  mofl  violent  and  re- 
proachful terms,  withdrew  his  forces  from  the  fi^e,  andre- 
tired  to  Antiocbf  leaving  him  to  carry  on  or  abandonthe 
fiege,  as  he  fhould  think  fit.  .  Upon  which  Al  Afdal,  having 
fpreedtQ   neither  intereft  enough  within,  nor  force  enough  before  the 
retire  i«/^  place,  to 'hope  to  reduce  it,  made  the  fame  fpeid  to  retire 
Pgypt.      from  the  place,  and  led  back  his  army  into  Egypt.   And  thos 
cncfed  this  fruitlefs  expedition,  juft  atthc  time  when  the  pljicc 
was  ready  to  furrender;  and  Al  Afdal,  beipg  returned  to  Al 
Kayro,  refumed  the  reins  of  government,  asregeijt,  daring  his 
nephew's  minority,  tho'  not  without  a  view  of  depriving  hin 
of  his  crown. 
Aj  ^^^^-^^     Whilst  he  was  projccling  this  unnatural  tre^fon  agaio^ 
Al  Ad?l    ^^^  young  prince,  a  more  dangerous  one  was  hatching !« 
Eem^     ^y^'^^  fr^*"  ai^other.  quarter,,  which  neither  he  nor  the  r<|[«?t 
^^^^'      h^d  thp  leaA^Aifpicion  of  j  namely,  by  h}s  grcat-uncl^  M  Ma- 

<  Dc  hi$,  vid.  vol.  iii.  p.  54.7,  (?),  <  ABu'irAR.  &  ^' 

/u^.  f^itft.  «  Pc  hoc,  vid.  fpp,  vol.  iii.  p.  5 47. 
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i*  jS  Adil  Abu  Becty  the  late  Salah'ddin's  brother,  to  whcnn 
that  Soltaa  had  bequeathed  a  good  number  of  provinces  and 
gcwrnments,  in  Syria^  Me/opotamia,  and  elfewhere  ;  which 
had  rendered  him  very  confiderable  and  powerful  in  thofe 
parts  ^.  «'^his  ambitious  and  ungrateful  prince  had  beheld^ 
with  no  iinall  inward  pleafure,  his  two  contending  nephews^         ' 
Jl  Mel  and  M  Aziz^  weakening  and  debilitating  each  ather 
by^tbdr  mutual  wars ;  and  tho',  under  the  fpecious  pretence 
pf  tenderneis  and  aiTeAion  for  them,  and  a  defire  of  recof>«* 
dfing  them  to  a  mutual  peace  and  amity,  he  afCfted  eath  of 
them  in  their  wars  and  invafions  of  each  other's  dominion9, 
•yet  was  it  with  a  foJe  view  of  finding  a  proper  time  for  feizing 
and  fccuring  them  to  himfelf  and  children.    He  had  accord- . 
ingly  done  fo  in  Byria^  and  got  pofleflion  of  Damafcus^  «g 
Hft  have  elfe^hcr^  ihewn ;  and  was  now  making  all  proper 
:picparation  for  invading  of  Egypt ^  with  no  lefs  fpeed  than 
pr<*ability  ot  fuccefe;  whilft  the  infatuated  AlAfdal^  wholly 
l^wnup  with  his  owp-defigns,  aiid  no  lefs  ignorant  of,  than 
anprepared  to  oppofe,  thofe  of  his  uncle,  gave  him  all  the 
tiine  and  opportunity  hq  could  wifh,  to,  come  and  furprife 
him  in  his  very  capital.:    With  this  fair  profpeft  before  him,  «  ^^ 
he  led  his  army  into  Egypi^  without  oppofition,  in  the  year  ^J  j-|y^ 
of  the  Hejra  596,  and  appeared  before  the  wall?  of  Al  Kayra^  xo, 
with  the  fame  eaie  and  fpeed^  and  found  it  fo  defencelefs  and    iiog* 
nnprcparcd  againft  a  fiege,  that  he  forced  it  to  furrender  in 
Jcfe  than  eight  days  after  his  encamping  before  it^   The  next     '  v    ' 
-fttng.  he  did  was  to  oblige  the  regent  to  fign  a  treaty^  ill 
young  Al  Manfur'^  name>  by  which  he  ceded  to  him  tte 
-kingdom  of  Egypt ^  and  obliged  himfelf  to  retire  out  of  it,  in-» 
toiome  other  provinces  granted  unto  him  inconfideration  of 
•the  treaty,  and  in  e3j:chaage  for  hlsreg^icy  «. 

AL_  A  DEL,  being  now  in  full  poflcffion  of  the  kingdom, 
thought  proper  for  a  while  to  govern  it,  in  the  name  of  young 
Al  Manfur^  and,  as  regent  in  his  minority,  to  prevent  any  in* 
fnrreftion  or  oppofition,  either  from  the  Egyptian  Emirs, 
•who  had  taken  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  him  immediately 
after  his  father's  death.  But  his  generofity,  and  their  grati- 
tude,  foon  rid  him  of  fuch  fears  from  that  quarter  at  leaft, 
and  gave  him  a  iporal  certainty,  that  he  might  fafely  aflfume 
the  Sovereignty,  and  reign  in  his  own  right.  However,  tp 
give  fuch  a  ftep  a  ihow  of  lawfulhefs,  as  yell  as  expediency, 
tnd  fuch  a^  might  carry  the  appearan<?e  of  religions  right  in 

,  ^  A^U'l:  AR.  if  ^1.  fup.  citat.  Vid.  &  Renaudot,  ubi  fup.  p. 
f  f9»  ^  feq.  &  fup.  vol.  iii.  p.  550,  H  fe^.  '  s  Abu'lfar.  ^ 
fi,  Vitf.&ygJ.iii.  p.  550,  ^je^.- 
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the  eyes  of  the  people,  it  was  thought  |>roper  that  hefiunid 
J««vene  feme  of  the  chief  Afofiem  doftoiTs,  who  by  anfial 
^«>eftionfi  on  tW  fubjcft,  as  well  as  by  private  gife,  mi^t  fee 
iaduced  to  give  a  public  feoAioti  to  his  ikk  of  Saltan  4f 
"'fei^/^ ;  «f*Gr  which  he  jaade  no  difficuhy  to  affume  th|t 
Taknthi  jfitie,  iior  the  Emirs  to  acknowledge^  him  as  fuch.   Heac- 
•^]J^''^f,^ordiiigly  reigned,  without  oppofition,  in  bis  new  conquered 
^^  *    tfciiigdoin,  from  this  time  to  the  year  of  the  Hijsa  SI  J,  aad 
uns  pofi^lKd  of  the  moft- confiderable  doaunioas,  both  ia 
tSyri^y  Paitfimey  and  Meftfj^oiami^ ;  which  his  brodier  iiad, 
wicii  ib  Diuch  labour  and  bloodflied,  f^bdued  ^* 
**^^  . ,   In  Ills  rdgn,  though  we  cannot  fix  wfekh  year  of  it,  cuiNi 
^f       It  '•^^^fl^^^  fr<>^  ^^^  emperor  and  clergy  cifJtiiginUt^Jkx" 
"Abiffi*  •    **''^***»  *^  defire  the  patriarch  to  favoinr  diem  wtth  a  aew 
^^^  ^^  aietropolitan^  in  the  room  of  the  old  ot»  deceafed ;  upoa 
which  John^  who  fieged  at  that  time,  appCHnted  a  f fv^ 
l^erfon  to  go  thro'  all  the  mdnafteries  in  that  city  and  oeigij* 
boorboody  to  enquire  for  a  perfon  fit  to  be  ordaine^  10  that 
dignity ;  who  fpent  three  mpnths  in  fearch»  without  ta^ 
able  to  find  one  to  that  prelate's  mind.     Tbe  lanbaffidoi^i 
tined  at  his  delay,  were  direfted  at  length  to  have  reconxib 
10  the  Soltan,  and  to  beg  of  him  to  interpofe  his  authority  ia 
their  behalf;  who,  upon  receiving  the  EtJ^pum  monarcb1( 
,;  letter  and  prefents,  together  with  tbe  informatioci,  that  hone 

of  die  Egyptian  monafteries  afforded  a  peifon  fit  for  that  h0 
dominates  ictbte  and  dignity,  immediately  made  choice  ef  one  KybSf  then 
mn  ahuna  blfhop  of  Fuah^  to  be  confetTated  for  that  <iid }  and  hs  iras 
for  that    laccordingly  conftitnted  and  confccrated  to  it  in  form  by  dw 
^  fA((rrA-      patriarch,  tho*  contrary  to  the  canons  and  rubric  of  thcfijfe- 
4ic  church,  this  being  only  a  tranflation  or  promotion  fix>m  pi« 
fee  to  a  higher,  or  from  a  bifhoprick  to  a  metropolitan  dignin. 
ty ;  which  promotions,  tho'  frequent  among  the  ^Syrian  Ja- 
cobit^s,  Neft&riansy   and  even  Mekhites^  or  orthodox,  all  <rf  ' 
-whom  had  particular  (otm%  of  prayer  and  ceremonies  fulted 
to»f«chpurpofes,  in  their  refpeftlve  rituals,  were  yetuweriy 
unknown  among  the  more  rigid  Copt 5 ^  where  fueh  tranflaiioiis 
from  k  lower  to  a  higher,  or  from  a  iMftiop's  to  a  metropcli^ 
tan  fee,  had  never  beeii  heard  of,  it  is  not  improbable,  ttet 
the  good  patriarch  might,  by  miftake,  fupppfe  fuch  a  new  coa* 
fecration  neccflary  ia  this  lingular  and  ilnirfual  cafe. 
KylosV    '    However  that  be,  he  was  accordingly  confecraJted,  ao^ 
fJcepticn    ^^dvcd  in  Ethiopia^  b©th  by  the  king  and  court,  as  well  as 
in  that jm-^^^  the  people,  with  the  grcateft  marks  ofrefpeft  z,ni  fuh" 
fire,    *     ^  '        •      • 

Mbid,  p.  550,  &  feq. 

'^      •     '•  mlffion*  ' 
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fliiffion,  and  ttxx^eA  Ws  funftion  to  the  much  greater  fatis-    ^ 
feftion  of  that  church  and  clergy,  than  many  of  his  remifs 
pr^eceflbrs  had  done  (I)  5  yet,  in  lefs  than  five  years,  the 
|Nitrtarch  had  the  mor^cation  to  fee  htm  come  back  from 
BtHopia^  and,  ajt  hi*  arrival  at  At  Kayrof  to  give  thii  melan- 
choly excttfe  to  him,  for  having  abandoned  the  chnith  and  ^*?f^'r 
flock  committed  to  his  care ;    viz.  ••  that  having  been  in  a  ™  ^J^*^ 
♦*  great  me^urc  forced,  by  the  continued  fanportunldcs  and  ^^^^* 
"  mid^ations  of  the  emprefe,  to  ordam  and  c6nfecratfe  het 
••4)rdthcr  bifeop  rf  Axtmtay  -the  metropolis  of  Ainffiiiia\ 
"  ctrer  fince  that  time  this  ybnng  prdate  had  ^(filmed  aH 
"  the  authority  of  a  metropolitan,  and  treated  hhn  with  the 
*•  tttmoft  contempt,  as  did  alfo  all  the  reft  of  the  clergy} 
**  and  had,  iftc»Teoverj  tarried  his  refaitiiient,  for  daring  to 
**  oppofe  his  mcafures,  fo  far  as  to  fend  fbmerf  his  fervants  td 
**  aflaffinate  him,  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  in  his  own  houfe; 
**  fo  that  it  was  with  the  greateil  difficulty  and  danger  that 
**  \tt  had  Aide  his  cfeape  out  of  that  kingdom,  and  got  fafe  Forced  im 
^'  itito  Egypt »»."    This  politic  ftep  of  the  Abijfmian  court  ^^^^  ^ 
iMid  been  often  attempted,  as  we  have  feen  in  the  cotrrfe  of  ^Wf^ 
this  chapter,  In  order  to  free  tbemfelves  from  the  ncceflity  tJf 
leoelving  their  abuda,  or  metropolitan,  from  the  patriarchs  of 
Akxandtia ;  but  had  been  ad  often  frullrated  by  the  ftrenti*    - 

^  Rehavdot,  ttbi  fop.  p.  560,  k  jeq. 


(I)  We  are  ftureher  ^d>  that 
this  excellent  prelate,  whom 
tke  Soltan  feem9  to  have  made 
choice  of  on  account  of  his  fin- 

Stlar  plety»  upon  his  arrival  in 
at  kingdom,  found  it  labour- 
ing  under  an  exccffive  drought 
W  two  or  three  years  continue 
aiioe,  and  which  feemed  to 
tireatet)  4t  with  a  general  fa- 
auue ;  and  that  by  his  prayers 
he  obtained  abandance  of 
tain,  which  was  attended  with  a 
plentiful  harveft  ;  on  which  ac- 
count, both  emperor  and  court, 
and  indeed  the  whole  Abijfinian 
**tion,  held  him  in  thegrcateft 
*fteemi  efpecially  that  mo- 
"•reh,  who  not  only  went  with 
&  grand  retinue  to  meet  him, 
feme  days  journey   froa  his 


metropolis^  hot  cofitinotd  htl 
frequent  vifits  to,  and  veoen^ 
tjon  for  him.  If,  thercfora. 
any  other  motive,  befides  thac 
of  (haking  off  their  depcn« 
dance  on  'E^fU  could  in*- 
duce  the  court  and  clergy  to 
alter  their  behaviour  to  him  to 
fnch  a  degree,  and  in  fo  fhort  a 
time,  as  thie  fequel  (hews  ;  what 
can  we  fnppofe  it  to  have  been, 
but  the  aseal  which  he  difpUyed 
againft  the  geseral  depraviqf 
and  corruption  whkh  were  crept 
into  both,  and  rendered  hias 
odious  to  them ;  of  which  our 
readers  will  £nd  many  other 
fi^tial  inftances  in  the  AhiJjfinUn 
hiftory,  which  we  fhaJl  give  in 
the  next  volume. 

ois 
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cos  oppofition  of  thofc  prelates,  cfpedally  in  the  reign?of  the' 

/      *    Fatemite  Khalifs ;  who  made  it  a  matter  of  confcience,  as  weftf 

as  policy,  ndt  to  iatermeddle  with  matters  of.  chat  nature!,  oc 

oblige  them  to  a^l  contrary  to  the  canons  and  conftitutioQi  oi 

their  church.     Whereas  the  new  Soltan.of  Egypu  l^s  im^ 

,  pulous,  as  well  as  lefs  acquainted  with  the  danger  of  iftter^T 

poiing  his  authority,  gave  occafion,  by  that  one  irregular  Ae| 

to.  the  great  feuds  and  diflencions  w)xich  enfued,  not  only ' 

Egypt  h\\i  in  Jbiffinia ;  of  which  we  Aiall  not  here  enter 

%Q  a  detail,  as  we  ar€  not  writing  an  e^cleriaftical  hiAor;, 

(hall  refer  our  reader  to  the  author  h^l quoted ^\  \ 

onlv  touched  here  as  an  interefting  event,:  which  had  its  foui 

ilation  in  the  above-mentioned  impolitic  ftep  of  that  pri" 

and  of  which  he  became  fo  fenfiblo,  that  be  too]c  all  pr( 

,  ineans  for  the  future  to  remedy^  by  a  contrary  behaviour, 

we  Qiall  fee  in  the  fequel  by  the  part  he  took  in  the  mid^ 

Jthofe  religious  feuds. 

^^  AL  ADEVs  dominions  were,  by  the  additional c< 

Fmiik»  •  of  ^SyP^*  become  fo  extenfive,  tliat  he  found  much 

irrMptien    difficulty  in  prefcrving  than  be  had  dofie  in  conquering 

isftf  Egypt  [je  had,  on  the  one  hand,  the  Franks  in  Syria  and  Pa^pJ 

1209.    .^ho  did  not  let  a  year  elapfe  without  making  fome  conqi 

or  irruption  either  there  or  in  Egypt, ;  and  on  the 

Ibnie  new  revolt  to  quell  among  his  more  diftant  piovii 

fo  that  he  conld  not  be  long  abfent  from  the  one,  but 

heard  of  foihe  frefti  attempt  made  upon  it  by  thofe  11 

jCileable  enemies  to  him  and  his  religion.     It  was  upon  F^ 

4U1  occafion  as  this,  that  they  took  the  advantage  of  his ' 

^aken  up  with  fuppreffing  an  infurreftion  in  McfopoU 

and  made  a  dreadful  irruption  upon  the  coafts  of  D'mi 

or  Damiata  i ;  which  feemed  to  threaten  the  whole  kingd| 

"We  are  not  told  who  was  the  chief  commander  in  this  exj 

tion  ;  but  only  that,  on  their  arrival  thither,  they  fou 

country  fo  deftitute  of  forces,  ard  in  fuch  a  defmcelefs 

that  they 'immediately  laid  fiegeto  that  rich  feaport,  botl 

Dreadful  |^^j  ^qJ  f^^^  whilft  another  corps  of  theirs  penetrated 

rwvagis.    the  country,  without  oppofition,  almoft  as  far  as  Al  " 

putting  all  to  fire  and  fword,  committing  the  moft  di 

ful  outrages,  and  carrying  off  the  richeft  plunder;  whil 

KameU  one  of  the  Soltan's  fons,  who  was  left  governor 

'kingdom  during  his  father's  abfence,  was  forced  to  retire 

fortify  himfelf  in  that  capital,  and  leave  Damiata  to 

the  beft  defence  it  could  againll  the  beliegers.     Thefr^ 

*  See  brforc,  p.  251,  &fcq.  &  alih-pafl^  ^  Vol.  iiif 

j6!,  &  fcq.  '  Dc  hac,  vid.  fup.  p,.  191. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Cj*  4/^  Egypt..  .301 

however,  finding  Al  Kayro  fo  well,  fortified  and  guarded, 
thought  fit  to  retire  fi-ora  it,   without  doing  any  farther  da- 
mage than  the  plundering  ^  monaftery  belonging  to   the 
MekhiteSy  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  capital^and  rejoining 
their  other  forces  at  Hamiata -,  yfh^vt^  aft«r  fome  {vqAi  SLt*  Repu/fid 
tenlpts  oa  the  place,  -  theyv  were  forced  to  abandon  it ;  andv  te/ore  Da« 
having  put  all  their  rioh  plunder  on  board,  fet  fail  again  formiata, 
fiUefiine'^.  .- 

800N  after  this,  and  whilft  the  Soltan  continued  in  his 
Mefopotamian  expedition,  arrived  a  frefh  ambajflfy  at  Jl  Kay- , 
ro  from  the  emperor  of  Abiffiniay  to  him,  and  to  the  Alexari* 
drian  patriarch,  requefting  them,  in  the  ftrongeft  and  moft 
prefling  terms,  tb  fend'thirher  a  new  metropolitan,  in  lieu  of 
the  late  Kylos ;  and  alleging,  moreover,  that  their  country 
had  hardly  been  free  from  ap  exceffive  drought  and  famine, 
and  attributing  that  grievous  judgment  to  the  want  of  an 
ahana  ;  chough,  from  what  we  have  obferved  a  little  higher, 
they  might  more  juftly  have  afcribcd  it  to  their  ill"  treatment 
of  the  late  ^vortby  one.  However,  the  more  efFeftually  to  pal- 
liate that  unfavourable  circumftance,  they  thought  fit  to  im- 
pute his  hafty  flight  from  them  to  an  inhuman  aft  of  feverity 
.which  he  had  been  guilty  of,  in  caufing  a  reverend  monk, -and 
chief  of  a  convent,  to  be  whipped  to  death,  on  fufpicion  of 
his  having  ftolen,  or  made  away  with,  a  golden  vergp  or  rod 
belonging  to  the  metropolitan  church ;  for  which  the  rela- 
tions of  the  deceafed  pi'ofecutcd  him  with  fuch  refentment  as 
forced  him  to  abandon  the  country  with  the  utmoft  privacy 
and  fpced.  To  give  the  greater  weight  to  this  charge,  and  ' 
their  requeft,  MofeSy  who  was  at  the  head  of  theembafly,  was 
ordered  to  back  it  with  rich  prefents,  both  to  the  Soltan  and  to 
the  patriarch ;  and  amoiigft  thofe  defigned  for  the  latter,  was 
acrownof  gold  of  fuch  value  and  beaut}*  th2Lt  Al  Kamel,  who 
,  prefided  during  his  father's  abfence,  could  not  forbear  admire- 
ioglt,  as  well  as  the  richnefs  of  the  other  prefents  *•  Upon 
^fch.  Mo/es  failed  not  of  taking  that  opportunity  to  extgl  - 
the  magnificence,  power,  and  vaft  dominions,  of  his  mailer ; 
and,  amongft  other  things,  to  tell  the  young  prince,  that  the 
^peror  would  have  enriched  that  crown  with  jewels,  to  the 
amount  of  the  yearly  revenue  of  Egypt ,  had  he  pot  forefeen 
that  the  patriarch's  extreme  modefl:y  would  have  prevented  Jms^ 
Wearing  of  it.  However,  upon  the  whole,  the  prefects  had' 
'  their  due  weight,  both  with  Al  KamH  and  the  patriarch  Joh^, 

,.  "^  Abu'lfar.  &al.  fup.  cit.    Renaud.  ubi  fup  p.  ^64.    Vol^     ^,    . 
"^-  p.  563.         *  Dc  his,  vid.  {tA,i^s  vol.  iii.  p.  ^^64.  RfiWAiruoT, 
tfbi  fup.  * 

whatcrqr 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


^o»  The  Modern  lUfiory  B.  XVI. 

Whatever  his  pompous  words  might  want  of  it,  and  procwti 
a  ready  compliaace.   A  new  metropolitan  was  oon&crated  ac? 
•eordinglyy  a  monk  named  Ifaac^  and  difpatched,  with  all  pot* 
fiblefpeedy  tato  jtbij/inia ;  where  he  coald  not  we]IM  of  a 
kind  receptioo,  whatever  bis  oharaA^  might  be  in  other  r&> 
fpe6td»  if  what  the  ambaflkdor  alleged  be  truey  thar  the  hcv 
vens  had  been  Aiut  up  fo  long  agaki^  their  oouatry^  and  were 
not  likely  to  be  opened  again  till  the  art-ival  of  the  new  abaaa. 
As  for  Kyhs^  the  late  one  there,  he  ^t  only  loft  his  dignity 
of  metropolitan,  but  his  old  UQiopikk,  tho*  we  do  not  find 
any  farthM^*  edqtiiry  or  complaint  agaiaft  him,  on  accouot  d 
h*is  pretended  unchriflimi  feverity.     Shortly  after  which  a 
fre(h  reinforcement,  fent  to  him  l:^  his  father,  made  the  W 
verc  military  execution  which  we  have  dfewhere  related. 
A!  Ka-         ^^  ^'^^  ^^^^  nothing  remarkable  in  tfits  kingdom,  duriog 
meVsjttf'  *>ni«^  ^  ^^^  following  years,  except  fomc  malidons  calani- 
tice  ami     ^'*cs  invented  by  fomc  wretched  apoftate  ChrifBans^  vAo,  to 
gquitfto    curry  favour  with  the  Mohatmiedans,  had  accufed  the-^ijf- 
tht  CBrif-  emdrian  patriarch  of  heaping  vaft  fums  of  money  oot  of  his  > 
Hans.        ecclefiaftic  revenues,  as  likewife  againft  fome  mona^ies  iac 
'21 1*     concealing  vgft  quantities  of  rich  plate  belonging  to  tile 
church ;  but  none  of  thefe  accufadons  are  worth  mentiooiiig, 
except  it  be  in  juftice  to  the  Sokan,  and  his  Ton  Al  Kamd'; 
thektter  of  whom,  Specially,  behaved  with  furpriiing  caa* 
dour,  and  equity  towards  the  aocuied,  and  took  all  propsr 
means  not  only  to  difcountenance,  but  to  fnpprefs  fuch  vile 
fwafiices  ' :  on  which  account,  we  could  no.t  forbear  fiyiag 
this  anich,  in  commendation  of  that  yoyxngMohammedan  prioce, 
tho*,  in  oth^  refpefts,  the  fafts  are  fcarce  worth  notice. 
On  the  next  or  fubfequent  year  Was  ccldsrated  with  great 
A!  Adel  ' magnificence,  accompanied  witli  a  dowry  of  joOyOoodiinarB, 
marries    '  the  marriage  of  Scfitan  Al  Adets  daughter  with  his  nephew 
his  daugh*  Al  Dhaher,  the  late  Salab'ddirC^  fon,  now  Saleh,  or  king,  of 
ter  to  Al   Aiefpo ;  to  which  ihe  was  conducted  with  a  fui  table  reti- 
Dnaher.    ^^^  gQ^j  there  recdved  by  him  and  bis  court  with  eqitfi 
fplendor. 

The  reft  of  ^/  AdeN  reign  feons  to  have  been  very  peace- 
J^''*'  arbl©  andTiappy;  excepting  that,  4n  the  year  of  the  N^pa 
moftg^  the  ^^  3»  there  were  very  grievous  difturbanees  and  Ihamcfal 
Chnftiant  ^>oftilides  between  the  Chriftians  about  the  choice  of  a  new 
ahout  the  patriarch,  inftead  of  Johriy  who  died  in  this  year.  ITiezeal 
choice  of»  and,  fury  of  the  contending  parties  ran  to  fuch  an  «xcefs,  th»t 
fatniarch,  neither  their  churches,  nor  times  and  places  of  the  moftfo- 
"^  1216.    ♦ 

P  Vol. ill.  p.  562:  Abu*lfar.  fab  ann.  608.  EBM-SHOHKAff, 
ibid.  Renauoot,  ubi  fup.  564,  &  feq.  .    . 
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hmt^  ^otlhipr  were  fxet  from  fach  outta^ous  tttipults  ss'  w9fc 
a  fcaodal  ao^  difgrace  to  Cfariftianity.  ia  all  which,  the  Soi- 
ttn,  aad  his  woi:thy  fon  J^l  Kamel^  bore.no  other  part  thaa  Ia 
Ibppr^ng  the  moft  feditiousand  lawlefs,  without  Laterpofix^ 
his  authority  any  other  way,  that  might  interfere  with  thw 
Ir^  tiioloe,  whkh'was,  on  that  account,  protrafted  to  an  un- 
ttfualkii^th  ;  but,  as  tinis  is  a  fubjeA  foreign  to  our  purpc^o, 
>vt  ihalLrefeir  our  readers  i<H  a  furtliter  account  to  the  author 
quofted  in  tlie  margin  *. 

Wfi  are  fiow come  to  the  year  of  theSohan's  disath,  whick'5p//4n»  ^ 
happemed  in  that  of  the  i^^Va  615,  aad  of  his  age  7j,  Gf,  ac-  Ai  Adcl^ 
cording  to  Ebn  Shobnah]  74,  and  of  his  reign  in  Egypt  19,  ^'^th. 
after  having  reigoed  23  years  in  DamqfetiSy  as  we  have  for^  '218. 
ffleriy  (hffwn  ^  He  had  been  very  fuccefsful  in  his  conquefl% 
as  well  as  in  fuppreffing  the  fi*equeot  revolts  which  happened 
inhis  exteafive  domhiions,  and  had  added  to  them,  but  two 
years  before,  the  luBgdom  of  ^I  Yaman^  or  y^rahia  Felix ; 
whith  his  ^randfon  Al  Malek  Al  MS/ud  Tufrf,  the  fon  of  A% 
Kmtdy  had  rcdwfed,  and  took  the  king  of  it,  named  SdUman 
^bn  ^ahijbah,  priffoner,  and  fent  him  in  irons  to  Al  Ka(yr9  «♦• 
Al  Add  i;^as  then  prepatring  for  foiftc  other  expedition,  whoQ 
a  oew  and  formidable  armada  of , the  Fr^iwfa  appeared  again 
on  the  coafts  of  Damiyaty  or  Damatay  and  befieged  it  botk 
by  laad  and  fea,  ahd  fpread  an  univerfal  terror  through  the 
kingdom ;  the  hews  ctf  which  fa  affefted  the  good  old  king, 
*whovto  then  ztDama/cuSy  and  by. that  time  fo  nearly  worn 
^t  with  fatigue  and  the  infirmities  of  age,  as  well  as  the 
^^tifioition  to  fee  hi*  Egyptian  dominions  expofed  to  the 
ftiriotis  ravages  of  the  Chriftians,  againft  wholn  he  had  tiil 
*eQ  been  fo  fucccftful,  that  it  threw  him  into  a  lingeripg 
rfiftdi^pcr ;  which  carried  him  off  in  lefs  than  three  months  *. 

We  have  already  given  an  account  of  his  death,  age,  years  SucceedeJ 
^fhisf  rdgh,  and  noj&iber  of  children  he  left  behind,  in  om  by  his  fix 
former  account^ of  Kis-'Syrian  domlnbns ^  ;  and  have  only  10  AlKameL 
^W  here,  that  he  was  fucceeded  by  his  worthy  fon  4/  Kamd, 
whom  he  had  foofteo  iriade  choice  of  to  govern  this  kingdoi* 
;«a  his  abfence.  <  Iffe  canae  to  the  crown,  however,  in  an  «igi-  G#«^-46'  ' 
^^py  crifis.;.-on  the  one  hand,  his  father  dying  iix  Syria^fi^^,^^^ 
J^thou=t  hawng  any  of  his  fons  about  or  near  him,  ^Rdhte^f'^?^' 
•rofter  Ai  Maaihemy  who  firft  heard  the  aews,  coming  Inte    .  ^'«^r. 
***»«5ft<^*,'and  conceaHng  his  father's  death  tiil  he  hadlfeized  "'Jjj^f 

*5^tHjic©oT,  ohiTUp,  p'.  537f  &foq-'       *  VoljJii^'fpj'jTfti  • 

*  EbnSh^mtIah,  inan.  Hcj.  61(3,  Aev'f^f  AR.If  al.  fup.ciwi. 
^  ABv'KrA:%.  <ji^,|,  Sjji/^uN Aii,  k:^L  fap.  cttJ^t,         >  Vol.  ,iii.  n, 

■574.  fit>a-:,..; r    r .,  ..  :.,'..       ,: 
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on  all  the  treafare  and  valuables  in  the  palace,  and  obKgel 
the  chiefs  of  that  city  and  kingdom  to  fwear  allegia&ce  to 
him ;  whilft  his  own  treafury  in  Egypt  had  been  in  a  great 
meafure  exhaufted,  to  fupply  that  of  Syria^,  where  the  bulk 
of  his  army  and  fcene  of  war  moftly  lay. 
Damiata       ^^  the  other,  the  Franks  not  only  keptDamiata  dofely  be- 
tifieged  By  figged,  but  made  thence  frequent  and  dreadful  inroads  into  the 
iie  county,  and  threatened  its  capital  with  fire  and  fword ;  ia- 

Franks,     fomuch  that  the  inhabitants  feemed  to  place  their  chief,  re* 
I  fuge  in  flight,  and  were  preparing;  to  retire  farther  towards 

Upper  Egypt,  with  all  their  moft  valuable  efFefts.  Within  he 
had  the  Melchites  to  fear,  who  were  numerous,  and  hated  by 
the  Mojlemsy  on  account  of  thieir  friendfliip  to  the  Franks,  and 
their  readinefs'to  take  all  opportunities  of  joining  forces  with 
them;  on  which  account  they  were  more  opprefled  wiA 
taxes,  and  other  hardftiips,  than  the  Jacobites,  who  bore  al 
equal  hatred  to  the  Franks  and  Mohammedans.  What  was 
ftill  worfe,  at  this  dangerous  junfture,  was,  that  a  body  of 
about  12,000  enthufiaftic  Mojlems  had  made  a  furious  irrup- 
tion into  the  camp  of  the  Franks  before  Damiata,  and  mad^ 
a  great  flaughter,  and  did  other  mifchief  amongft  them,  and, 
in  their  way  thither,  amongft  the  Chriftians,  before  they  could 
be  fupprefled  ;  which  fo  exafpefated  the  vindiftive  bcficgers, 
that  they  not  only  cut  them  all  in  pieces,  but  carried  on  tbdr 
ravages  and  hoftilities  with  greater  fury  and  cruelty.' 

This  was  the  fad  ftate  of  the  kingdom  when  AlKmA 
came  to  the  crown ;  the  treafury  exhaufted  of  money,  and 
the  country  of  a  fufficient  force  to  Aiake  head  againft  fuck 
powerful  enemies,  both  within  and  without.   All  thefe  dread* 
till  profpefts  were  aggravated ,  moreover,  by  the  refentment  Jffld 
loud  outcries  of  hi?  Mojlem  fubjefts  againft*  the  Chriftian* 
fettled  amongft  them,  as  the  caufe  and  promoters  of  thefe 
frequent  and  cruel  incurfions  from  Europe  and  PakfHne» 
Thefe  were  the  real  difficulties  which  that  prince  laboured 
under  from  the  very  beginning  of  his  reign,  and  which  forced 
him  upon  fevere  meafures,  which  neither  his  courage  nor  cx- 
tStrifttoHs  treme  fagacity  could  help  him  to  avoid.    To  this  end,  that' 
htmfih      fore,  and  to  quaih  at  once  the  loud  complaints  of  the  i^<»" 
*•*''•        hammedans  againft  the  Chriftians,  he  ifljied  out  an  edrft ;  bf 
which'  he  obliged  all  the  latter,  the  clergy  not  excepted,  » 
contribute  to  the  carrying  on  of  the  war^  ather  by  enttring 
into  the  fervice.among  the  Mojlems,  or  by  procuring  anex- 
"^  cmption  from  it  by  dicit  of  money.     Thefe  exaftioBS  fell  ffll 

heavier  on  the  Melchites^  for  the  i*eafons  already  mentioned, 
and  obliged  them  to  pledge  their  moft  valuable  churfch  utctf- 
fils,  to  fetisfy  the  large  fums  impofed  upoa  them.    Neitbc*' 
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We  theif  didnafterics  exempt  from  paying  ftich  large  qttdtiSi 
'  is  reduced  them  to  the  loweft  degree  of  mifery*     The  Ja-- 
Mtes,  though 'Jefs  obno:!dou3  and  fufpeAed,  were  how- 
ete"  obliged  likewife  to  furnifli  vaft  films  of  money ;  neither 
coald  that  fave  their  ftately  cathedral  of  St.  Mark,  in  the  St.MarkV 
fuburbs  of  Alexandria^  from  being  levelled  to  the  ground  ;  cathedral ., 
liot  fo  much  indeed  out  of  diflike  to  them,  as,  left  its  vi-  demolifiKd. 
dnity,  and  vaft  height  and  largenefs,  ftiould  iiiducc  the 
ttanh  to  feize  on,  and  make  ufe  of  it  as  a  fortrefs,  to  batter 
down  and  reduce  that  opulent  city.    It  was  therefore  merely 
trith  a  view  of  faving  fo  iponfiderable  a  place,  that  Al  Kamel 
was  oUiged,  much  againft  his  will,  to  order  the  demolition 
bf  that  magnificent  ftrufturc,  to  the  great  mortification  and 
»t^et  of  all* the  Chriftians,  efpecially  the  Jacobites ^  who 
bdheld  with  no  fmall  grief  the  zeal  and   eagernefs  with 
whTch  xhtMoJlems  executed  the  SoltJin's  orders,  till  the  very 
lift  ftonc  of  it  was  removed  from  the  ground  on  which  it 
flood  *.     To  ftop  likewife  their  further  progrefs  into  the 
country,  the  Soltan  ordered  the  city  'of  Al  Manfurah,  then 
mil  into  ruins,  to  be  rebuilt,'^and  well  fortified,  as  it  ftood     ' 
<Ja  the  fpot,  jvherc  the  Nile  divided  itfelf  into  the  two  prin- 
cipal branches  which  form  the  Deltha.     All  thefe  expences* 
obliged  him  to  raifc  the  taxes  on  the  Chriftians  and  Jews  to 
i  ftUl  more  exorbitant  height ;  and  fuch  vaft  fums  were  ex- 
torted from  them,  as  forced  great  numbers  of  them  to  aban- 
don the  country,  efpecially  as  the  war  had  caufed  fuch  an 
iiniverfal  fcarcity  of  corn  and  other  provifions,  that  many  of  A  great 
the  poorer  fort  were  famifhed  to  death,  others  thro'  defpair/f«m/y 
■  put  an  end  to  their  mifery,  and  great  numbers  among  the  through 
Hch  renounced  their  religion,  and  apoftatized  from-  Judaifm  Egyp^*. 
4nd  Chriftianity,  to  free  themfelves  from  thofe  heavy  im- 
pofts.    All  this  while  the  foldiery  made  no  {cfuple  to  break 
ipto  the  granaries,  warehoufes,  and  habitations,  of  the  mer- 
chants and  other  inhabitants,  and  carrying  off  all  the  corn 
ind  provifions  they  found  in  them  with  impunity,  there  beitig. 
no  poffibility  to  fupprefs  thofe  diforders  whilft  the  war  with 
the  Franks  and  the  extreme  fcarcity  attending  it  lafted,  which 
-was  above  two  whole  years ;  thar  is,  till  a  truce  was  con- 
cluded between  the  Soltan  and  the  Franks,  which  followed 
Ae  furrender  of  Damiata  to  him,  as  we  fliall  fee  in  the 
l^ud*. 

"  Abu'lfed.  Abu'l-Faraj,  Ebw  Shohnah,  &  airfup.  cit. 
RfiWAUD.  ubi  fup.  p.  572.  &  feq.    Vol.  iii.  p.  581,  k  fe^; 
■  A»u'l-Faraj,  &  a),  fup.  citat.  'm  an. 
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Strangt         lit  tht  iB^4a'time  we  cannot  forbear  takii^  ootke  h^  of 
di/putts      the  ftmngq  and  blind  party  zeal  which  i^igned  at  this  time 
iniueem    among  the  Jac^hiU  Chriftians,  and  which  neither  the  b^avy 
h^  "ta  ^-^  tuxss  with  which  they  were  beyond  meafure  oppteflcd,  m 
bite  a^n/'  ijj^  Q^jj^j,  calamities  attending  the  war.  Could  abate,  iq  nr 
^^''        latiott  to  the  choice  of  a  patriarch,  i^  th«  room  ^  the  l*te 
taa6.     J^^hn^  whofe  fee  by  this  time  had  been  vacant  tiill  len  yew%  • 
but  r^ed  ftill  as  fiercely  as  ever;  infomu^ch  that,  in  fpightof 
all  their  pretended  pleas  cji  poverty  and  heavy  taj^es,  eaclt 
party  was  imprudent  enough  not  o»iy  to  apply  to  the  Soliaa, 
but  to  offer  him  very  confiderabk  fums,  tp  induce  \im  ^ 
interpofc  his  authority  in  favour  of,  or  oppofitionto,  the 
pricft  Pawd,  or  David,  the  candidate  in  difpqte :   yet  fuck 
Thi  Sel-    was  the  exemplary  equity  of  that  prince,  "as  to  decliac  thf  j 
tan's  equi-  ofiers  and  requeft  of  either,  without  intermeddling  farth«r  j 
ty  towards  in  their  differences,  than  by  an  exprefs  prohibition  to  bo4  | 
them.        to  purfue  any  further  fuch  indireft  and  unjuftifiable  nKi- ! 
fures  \  : 

~  Inftance  of     On  the  next  year  that  monarch  gave  a  frefh  inftance  of  hk  ; 
his  genero'  fingular  bounty  and  genercfiiy  to  the  monks  of  the  g^cat 
Jity^to  the  convent  of  the  vale  of  Habib,    In  his  return  from  AUxandm 
monh,       tYio{^  fathers  had  given  him  and  his  retinue  the  beft  receprio<i 
'**7'      they  were  able  in  their  prefent  condition.     In  return  fori 
which  he  was  plcafed  to  order  them  fome  hundreds  of  facks  i 
of  wheat,  flour,  barley,  beans,  pcafe,  ifc.  to  be  fent  to  them 
out  of  his  own  granaries,   and  exempted  th«n  from  tbf ' 
heavy  tax  that  had  been  laid  on  their  monaftecy,  as  well  as 
from  other  duties  and  forfeitures  they  were  obliged  to  paj 
To  thofe  (j/'to.the  crown.     He  gave  llkewife  leave  to  the  monks  of  -^/j 
St,  Maca«  MacariuSj  who  for  want  of  a  patriarch  were  without  a  i 
riu8.  fuperior,  and  on  that  account  (and  of  the  great  impofl  thejf 

swere  obliged  to  pay  to  the  croWn  at  all  fuch  eleftions,  wheo 
they  were  in  no  condition  to  pay)  were  dwindled  to  a  very 
baaSi  niimber,  full  leave  to  chufe  oue  from  amongil  them- 
Damiata   fclves,  and  a  full  exemption  from  any  future  tax  c.     By  this 
furrenders  time  the  Fravki  had  carried  on  the  fiege  of  DamiaU  with 
2  ^'Y       ^^^  vigour,  in  fpight  of  all  the  ftrong  fortifications  whidi 
l^ranks.     ^j^^  j^^alif  of  Baghdad,^  Al  Motawakkel,  had  caufed  to  be 
added  to  it,  in  order  to  render  it  an  impregnable  bulwaA 
i!^ainfl  the  frcqnent  incurfions  of  xht  Greeks  ^y  that  it  had  been 
conflrained  to  yield  to  their  fuperior  force,  and  to  fyrrcnder 
at  difcretlon,  the  Soltan  being  in  no  condition  to  fuccour  it ; 
the  ccmfequcnce  of  which  was,  the  Egyptians  were  6very- 

'  ^  Rek^vd.  ubi  fup.  p.  574.       '  «  W.  ibid.  *  De^hac, 

Vid.  fapra,  veil.  ii.  p.  ^y^. 
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V^here  (q  difliedrtenec!,  and  the  enemy  fo  elevated,  that  ttie 
tt)t:d^l-&du«ftion  of  the  kingdom  Was  expefted  by  both  fides 
foofi  to  follow  that  of  D^miata.  The  Franks  had  been  no 
lefs  fuccefsful  in.  Syria  :  fo  that  the'  two  Salehs,  or  kings, 
of  todtnajcus  and  y^ttppo^  began  now  to  fear  their  power 
wore  than  ever,  and  to  think,  that  if  they  were  once 
maft^l^s  of  the  one,  the  others  would  not  be  long  able  to 
ftand  out  againft  them. 

Ukd£r  thefc  dlfli-efTes  the  Soltan  had  often  applied  to  Al  Kamei 
thde  t\i;^o  princes  in  vain  foi*  fome  fuccours  from'  thence, /^'''^■^ «« 
and  endeavoured  to  perfuade  them,   from  the  motives  oi'^^^^^^ce 
their  mutual  danger,  to  join  forces  with  him  againft  the,^''''^  ^^"^ 
common  enemy  ;  but  had  hitherto  found  them  too  Attentive  .^y^^ 
^0  their  own  fafetyj  to  be  k  far  follicitous  for  his.     He  was  ^''^^  * 
fttlfcngth  obliged  to  take  a  jdurney  thither,  and  try  how  far 
m  prefende  would  prevail  upon  them ;  and  there  it  was 
ftat  a  ftrong  alliance  was  formed  between  thc^fe  two  princes 
for  the  recovery  of  Damiata,  and  the  driving  of  the  Franh 
^(>nt  6f  Egypt.     Thefc  accordingly  marched  diredlly  to  that  Daim'ati 
*y,^^ild  fo  clofely  befieged  the  franks  A\1thin,  that,  whether  r^/«;fflT. 
Af6'  want  of  provifions,  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  thro' 
fte  mifundcrflanding  of  the  chief  commanders,  they  were 
forced  to  fnrrender  much  Tooner  than  they  hoped  for,  and 
the  Franks  to  fign  a  treaty,  by  which  they  were  obliged  td^ 
?eftorc  that  important  place,  with  all  its  diftrifts  and  ap-"  ' 
purtenanceSj.  to  Soltan  Ai  JCamel,  and  to  agree  to  a  mutual 
exchaiige  of  prifoners.  .  This  treaty  was  concluded  in  the         ♦ 
617th  ye^r  of  the  J^ejra  ;   upon  which  Jl  Kamel  took  pof-    li^d; 
feffion  of  it  two  years  after  it  had  been  wreftcd  from  him  e 
and  the  Franks  evacuated  the  kingdom.     This  treaty,  and 
the  recovery  of  that  important  fortrefs,    quickly  reftored 
^eace  and  order  every-where,  and  by  degrees  a  plentiful  fup- 
ply  of  all  provifions  ;  whilft  the  Franks y  thro'  want  of  con- 
duft  and  unanimity,  loft  the  faireft  opportunity  they  could 
have  wiflied  of  making  themfelves  mafters  of  all  Egypt^. 

Ai.  J^AMEL  being  now  happily  rid  of  his  imminent  dangef, 
and  feeing  his  enemy  at  a  convenient  diftance,  was  taken'^uj^ 
ini  repairing  the'  fortifications  of  Damiata,  Jl  Kayrd,  and 
omer  places  of  his  dominions,  and  in  moderating,  with  hi§ 
™al-candour  and  equity,  the  feuds  that  ftill  raged  as  mpch  Deadly 
^  ever  between  the  partifans  and  oppofers  of  the  eleftion  ofcontep  a- 
'^^vid  to  the  patriarchate.     Thefe,  it  muft  be  owned,  wer^  ^o?7g  the 
growii  to  fuch  a  height,  as  to  give  him  nb  fmall  uneafineft  whilft  Chrifilantk 

i,l'/^^^y.'/^^*  Abv'lfed.  &  al.  fiij).  citit,    Vgl  iii.  p.  574, 

X  2  the 
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the  Franks  wer«  fo  near  him,  aad.had  fuch  a  powerful  navy 
,  and  army  threatning  him,   and,  what  was  ftill  worfc,  lie 
Melchite  Chriftians,  both  numerous  and  ready  not  c^y  to 
join  with  them,  as  being  of  the  fame  principles,  and  iifiag 
the  fame  rites  with  them,  but  might  eafily  prevail  upon  the 
malecontents  of  the  Jacobite  party  to  unite  with  them  in  tic 
fame  intereft,     But  'now  all  thofc  apprehenfions  from  that 
quarter  being  happily  blown  over  by  the  late  treaty,  and  the 
moft  <!fangerous  enemy  fo  far  removed  from  his  coafts,  he 
left  thofe  two  faflions  at  full  liberty  to  wrangle  amoegft 
themfelves  about  their  eleftioo,  whiift  he  applied  his  whole 
care  in  fettling  the  moft  important  afFairs  oSF  his  kingdom 
upon  fuch  a  foot,  as  to  be  out  of  all  further  danger  of  i 
foreign  invafion ;   and  in  this  he  fucceeded  fo  well,  that 
whiift  the  Alexandrian,  church  was  torn  in  funder  by  party 
rage  «,  his  other  fubjefts  enjoyed  a  profound  peace  under 
his  mild  government,  and  bimfelf  all  the  advantageous  op- 
portunities his  martial  genius  could  wifh  for,  of  extending 
Al  Ka-     his  conquefls  abroad,  efpecially  in  Syria  and  Pale/line :  in 
jnclV  ne<iv  ^q  carrying  on  of  which  he  made  frequent  alliances  wiA 
confuefis    f^^^^  ^^^  ^j.  ^^j^gj.  ^f  j^jg  uncles  or  brothers,  which  fddoi 
tn    yna.   f^jj^^j  ^f  turning  to  his  advantage.     But  as  thefe  are  out  of 
our  Egyptian  limits,  we  fliali  refer  our  readers,  for  a  fulkr 
account  of  them,  to  the  authors  often  quoted  in  the  margb'",, 
and  to  what  hath  been  occafionally  faid  of  theni  in  afonncr 
volumes     The' misfortune  was,  that  his  fuccefles,  anddir 
care  of  fecuring  his  foreign  conquefts,  did  fo  engrofs  his 
thoughts  and  time,  that  his  Egyptian  forces  were  gradualll 
drained  to  fuppjy  thofe  in  Syria  and  Palejline ;  infomttch 
that  in  the  fpace  of  five  or  fix  years,  during-  which  he  had 
been  purfuing  >them,  his  own  dominions  were  become  ifl 
fome  meafure  defencelcfs,  when  moft  in  danger  to  be  in* 
vaded  anew.     For  the  Franks y  ever  attentive  to  all  his  mo- 
tions, were  no  lefs  alarmed  at  every  advantage  either  gained 
or  loft  in  that  war,  had  been  no  lefs  alarmed,  at  his  progrefi 
in  the  one,  than  infpirited  by  his  negleft  of  keeping  up  the 
ftrength'of  the  other  part  of  his  dominions.     But  whal 
moft  exafperated  them  againft  him,  and  fpurred  them  cni 
to  make  a  frefh  and  powerful  attempt  upon  Egypt,  was  his 
having  feized  on  the  city  of  Jerufaleni  imihediately  after  his 
brother  At  Matek  Moadhdhem  (who  had  been  made  Salch 
of  it),  and  caufed  it  to^be  difmantled,  in  one  of  his  expedi- 
tions intq  Patejine;   fmce  which  time  they  had  not  ceafed 
'  e  Renaud.  ub.  fup.  p  ^y6,  8c  (eq.  ^  AbuVfaM) 

Abu'lfepa,  Ebn  Shoiinah^  k  al.  fup.  citat.         '  Vol.'iii.P 

.     ^  MkitlnS 
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folliciting  for  frcfli  fupplies  of  men  and  money  from  Europe, 
in  order  to  make  another  attempt  for  the  recovery  of  it,  out 
of  his  hands.     As  fopn  therefore  as  that  defired  reinforce-  The 
ment  was  come  over  to  them,  which  proved  a  very  con-  Frahks 
fidcrahle  one,  they  fet  about  making  all  neceflary  prepara-  attempt  a 
tioos  for  a  dcfcent  againft  him  either  in  Syria  or  Egypt ^  as  ^^^  '*- 
they  found  it  moft  likely  to  anfwer  their  end.     Al  Kamel'^^fi^^^; 
was  foon  informed  of  it;  and,  confcious  of  the  weak  con-^^^''^  '^' 
dition  to  which  his  Egyptian  dominiQns  were  by  that  time 
reduced,  and  how  little  able  he  was  to  make  head  againft ' 
fuch  a  powerful  armament,  let  it  fall  on  which  of  the  two 
kingdoms  it  would,  faw  himfelf  obliged  to  enter  into  a  frefli 
treaty  with  them>   and  which,  after  a  fliort  negociation» 
was  concluded  between  them. 

By  this  treaty,  which,  according  to  Ebn  fShohnah,  was     1227. 
figned  in  the  year  of  the  H^ra  624,  Al  Kamel  was  forced  'which  he 
to  yield  to  them  not  only  the  city  of  Jerufalen^y  but  fundry/''^^"'^ 
other  confiderable  places  in  Syri(;i  and  Palejline^  to  preferve  ^J'  * 
iis  Egyptian  dominions  from  the  threatned  invafion  :    but^''^^'-^* 
ttjXHi  this  condition  however,  that  that  city  Ihould  remain 
ia  itis  difma^itled  condition ;   that  the  Mojlems  ftiould  have 
thdr  n^olks,  and  other  places  of  public  refort  and  buflnefs, 
both  there  and  in  the  other  places  ceded  by  the  treaty,  to^ 
gether  with  fome  other  privileges  ^  \   which,  if  not  exag- 
.  gerated  by  our  author  above-named  in  favour  of  his  Mojlem 
hero,  plainly  (hew  that  his  affairs,  even  at  that  time,  were 
far  either  from  being  defperate,  or  the  Franks  fo  formidable 
as  they  have  been  reprefent^d.    Neither  is  it  altogether  im-  The  prelaw 
probable,  confidering  the  greater  concern  which  that  prince  ^^^  ^^"fi 
fliewed  at  this  junfture  for  his  Egyptian  dominions,  that  his  ^f  ^i^/^^' 
frequent  abfeace  from,  and  cxcurfions  out  of,  that  kingdom,  ^*^*'  ^  ' 
were  chiefly  occafioned  by  the  continual  uneafinefs  anddif-*''"  • 
turbances  which  the  two  turbulent  faftions  0|f  the  Jacobites 
I   gave  him  by  their  applications  and  appeals,  both  before  and 
after  the  eleftion  of  their  patriarch,  and  merely  to  keep  out' 
of  the  vray  of  thieir  troublefome  complaints  and  foUicitations 
on  that  account  (K),  as  it  had  been  the  xonftant  maxim  of 

aU 
k  £bn  Shohnah,  in  an.  Hej.  625. 

(K)  It  will  not,  we  hope,  be  by  both  fideis  at  this  tiipe.   Wc 

deemed  an  impertinent  excur-  have  already  (een  how  both 

^on  out  of  oar  civil  boundaries,  factions  had  in  vaio  attempted, 

if  we  give  our  readers  a  few  by  vaft  fums,  to  bribe  that  ex- 

inftances  of  the   extravagant  cellent  prince  to  decide  their 

heightbfzeal  and  fury  to  which  contefl  in  their  favour  by  his 

tliofe  cotitefts  had  been  carried  own  regal  authority,  and  this 

X  3  '                   at 
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all  his  MoJI^m  predeceiTors,  both  Khalifs  and  Soltaos,  not  to 
}a;prpofp  their  aqthority  in  any  qf  their  religion?  contefti 

and- 


fit  a  time  when  they  were  great- 
ly   opprolld    i'Y   the   hcav.ed 
taxc  .    and   inatic   the   Joudeft 
^Ouipaintu  01  the  poverty  add 
jniltr.    to  wh.ch  they  were  ce- 
cjuceu  by  tbem.  Since  taat  cipi^ 
Xii<)  huu  held  ievcial  cliaptjrs, 
not  only  w  thoiu  being  ^ble  tp 
agree  in  their  clioice,  but  eve- 
ry luch  convention  had  rather 
added  new  ftrength  to  the  op- 
poi.tion,  and  fuei  to  their  rage. 
At  lengitJ,  after  much  wrang- 
ling and  caballing,    not  only 
about  the  choicj  of  a  proper 
perfon,  but  about  the  manner 
of  chufing   him,    whether  by 
|ot,  voti.ig,  or  balloting,  which 
the  readtr  may  fee  more  fully 
i'lffUycd  in  the  author  under- 
quoted (i),  the  turbulent  and 
ambitious'  Da^iUj    whom    we 
have  hei'etofore  (q  often  men- 
tioned,  ad   who  had   caufed 
4^e  moil  grievous  diilurhances 
in  a^^  Alexandrian  church  above 
twenty  y,cars,  gained  the  prize 
xnpte   by  dint  of  fadlion  and 
bribery  than  by  merit,  to  the  no 
fmall  mortification  of  his  oppo- 
ftt9  party ;  who  did  nothowevei* 
let  him  long  enjoy  the  patriar* 
cl.ai  chair  oefbre  they  brok^ 
0at  ^nto  open  war  again  ft  him, 
bran-ing  him  with  the  biackeit 
vices  of  fnnony,avarice,bribery, 
{iff.  He  was  however  confirmed 
1^y  the  Soltan,  who  was  heartily 
glad  at  any  rate  to  fee  an  end 
put  to  a  conteft,    which  had 
canfed  him  fo  piuch  unquiet- 
iiefi,  a;id  his  fubjedls  fo  much 
difturbance,   and  was   accord- 
din  gly  cop  derated  patriarch  i^ 
the  year  pf  the  H(jr<i  63,3,  an4 
pf  (.'hrill  1^35. 

(i)  ^(tiauM^  uhifup,  ff  577>  ^  H;^ 


Thefe  two  laft  fteps,  wVi^t 
his  friends  hoped  wouU  km. 
at  ante  qualh^d  the  fury  of  tl^; 
Qppofmg  party,  made  it  only 
break  out  with  greater  vcte- 
mence.    They  immediately  bc«* 
gan   with  exhibiting  a  great' 
number  of  articles  of  impeach- 
ment again  (I  htm  and  hisek^' 
tors ;    wherein,  befides  the  ^< 
bove.mentjQne4  crimes  of  it. 
mony,  avarice,  ambition,  {s^r,. 
they   further   ac^uied  kim  of 
having  multiplied  the  amsbe^ 
of  priells  to  a  monflrous  degree; 
to  nave  extended  his  authdrilf' 
beycnJ  its  due  limits,  by  ^^ 
gating  an  illicit  power,  aotofilf 
over  the  monafteries  witkish^' 
own    partriarchate,    hot  mi 
beyond  them,  io  f ar  a&  ejre&ia 
confecrate  a  metropobua  fQ( 
the  city  and  diocefe  pi  Jer^^ 
lem^  a  thing  till  thei^  uabm' 
of.     For  all  wbichi  and  rmf 
Others  of  the  like  kind,  tW 
infilled  upon  having  a  fynra 
called,  to  try  and  judge  him,' 
each  party  z\\  this  while  ft«* 
nuottfly  applying  to  the  Sohai 
for  redrefs  :b  aa  indecent,  and. 
fame  of  them  even,  in  a  kiri 
of  tumultuous    manner. .    T^ 
give  the  greater  weight  to  theil 
articles  with  the  Saltan  and  dij 
van,  they  likewife  accufed  iioi 
of   having    embezzled    lar^ 
fums  out  of  thaf  money  whicti 
was   ordered  to  be  levied  oa 
the  ordination  of  cvtry  priell 
and  monk,  got  him  clofelyim- 
prifoned,    and   forced  him  to 
fubmit  to  fuch  new  regulation^ 
and  reiiri'^ions  as  they  thougbj 
fit  to  impofe  upon  him,  as  well 
as  to  relax  or  give  up  all  his 
forme^ 
Vid.  ^fiff.  W.  iii.  /.  616^  ^fip 
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aad  cofttret^drfies.    But  \riulft  he  was  thus  takeA'U|»  vltit 

»^s  dtore  agreeable  to  his  martial  genius,  a$  well  as  mord 

Itiitable  to  h»  rank^  ia  which  he  had'  by  thid  time  fpefit 

«bove  fix  whole  yisars,  during  which  thafe  Chriftiaa  COf^tefts 

kfid  tagedy  aiid  had  fubdued  many  co&fiderable  cities,  and 

fvefl  whole  primnce^,  in  Syriay  PaltJHmi  MtJo^tAtmAy  ^c* 

leaving  all  that  ttoe  the  governmeot  of  \in  Sgyp^idn  dotal- 

^{»  to  his  {tcoad  fon  ^/  Mer^  or  Jl  Adat-y  Whom  h^  bad  , 

ippointed  videroy  of  that  kii^dom,  ifi  the  htight  atid  fuU 

wgoyment  of  all  his  fucceflcs,  fcarcely  ev«ttr  interniptad  by  His  gnat 

aay  but  the  Franksy  he  faw  his  Syrian  domiiMons  thrcatenedy«f^{^«» 

by  a  formidable  army  of  Tartars  and  Seljuks,  againfl  whom 

whilft  he  was  making  and  direfting  all  the  |)roper  prepara^ 

^as,  he  was  fuddenly  overiiaken  with  death,  at  his  owii/)^^/^^iri 

Syrian  capital  DainafcuSy  in  the  2oth  year  ofhis  reign,  and  'charaSler.^ 

ypth  of  his  age,'  and  of  the  Hejra  635  ^,  to  the  great  fur-    1237. 

^t  and  grief  of  all  his  fubjefts,  and  motfi  efpecidly  of  his  ^ 

^Ipsf,  and  of 'all  the  learned  men  in  his  domihlons,  with  ' 

vhojnhe  took  a  fingular  delight  in  converfing,  and  cotnfult* 

lifig  ihem  upoa  ail  proper  occafions,  not  without  eminent 

tokens  of  his  efteem  and  munificence,  and  that  not  only 

-iith  a  fpccial  regard  to  fuch  as  excelled  in  the  liberal  fci-  * 

I  laces,  but  with  a  general  beneficence  to  the  whole  body  of 

Aam ;  for  whom  he  erefted  and  endowed  public  academica 

for  nioft  branches  of  learning,  to  fay  nothing  of  other  public 

p  works  of  his  both  in  Egypt  and  Syria^  where,  as  we  have 

.drctdy  fhcwn,  his  candour  and  generofity  extended  them-  ' 

fclVfcs  even  to  the  Chriftians,  tho*  the  feuds  and  contefts  of  *^. 

oaefetof  them  had  caufed  him  t6  moderate  on  the  one  hand, 

and  the  Melchitesy   by  their  friendftlip  and  conformity  of 

'  lidem  ibid.  Rbnaodot,  ubi  fup.  p.  578,  &  feq. 

former  illicit  pretenfions  and  the  Soltan  did  not  Hi^e  to  hate 

incroachments  :   all  which  was  the  pleafure  of  feeing  it,  as  t^e 

done  by  the   authority   of  a  feqoel  will  ihew.     Is  it  there- 

fynod  convened  and  authorifed  fore  to  be  wondered  at,  that, 

to  try   and  judge   him  ;    and  befet  and  tired  with  tha  coo^ 

tyho,  by  their  prudent  regula-  tinual  foUicitations  of  two  fuch 

tions  and  wholfome  fet^erities,  contending  parties,  he  (hould 

and  particularly  by  fome  new  preferthepurfuitof  his  military 

.and  more  explicit   canows   in  conqucfts  at  a  fufficient  d[iftance 

favour    of   their    doftrine    of  from  them  to  the  fruitlefs  cf- 

Monothelifm  (2),  reftored  for  forts  Of  quelling  their  wrang- 

a.fhort  interval  the  peace  of  lings    and    animofities   by   ftis 

the  AUxandrian  church  ;    tho**  pi  eience  and  intcrptffitidn  } 

(2)  /?«  bjc  ^id,  vj/.  XV.  p.  X72,  G^/f. , 

X  4  religiott 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


^1,  ne  J^d^n  H0ary  B.  XVI. 

rtiiffon.  vnth  the  Franks,  his  moft  irrqcondleable  eaemks, 
h^d  givea  fo  frequent  occafion  to  their  invading  and  ntvagiog 
both  his  Syrian  and  Egyptian  dominions  on  the  other  «^ 

Bur  notwithftaoi^ng  all  thefe  excellent  qualities,  he  met 

with  great  oppoiition  from  his  brethren  and  relations,  and  ym 

obliged  to  engdge  in  frequent  wars  and  contefts  with  them: 

V     .  in  which,  however,  by  prudence  and  fingular  courage,  Jie  was 

^ble  to  defttat  all  their  hoftile  deiigns,  as  well  as  the  many 

revolts  which  were  raifed  againft  him  by  bis  Emir^  both  ia 

Syria,  and  in  other  parts  of  his  conquered  dominions  ".    So 

that,  in  fpight  of  all  thefe  inteftine  oppofitions  from  milnn, 

and  the  united  forces  of  the  invadjing  Ftsankj,  who  infeftcd 

and  difturbed  th$  greateft  part  of  his  reign,  it  may  be  traly 

faid  to  have  been  as  glorious  and  fuccefsful  a  one  as  that  ci 

any  of  his  predeceflbrs,  ' 

Al  Malex  Al  Kamel  left  at  his  death  among  other 

ifTue  two  fons,  who  fucceeded  him,  the  eldcft  in  the  kiqg^ 

dom  of  Syriq  and  his  other  conquefts,   and  the  other'  in 

that  of  Egypt :  this  laft,  not  by  any  affignmcnt  or  partition 

of  the  late  king,  who  appears  to  have  died  inteflare,  but  by 

the  free  and  univerfal  choice  of  the  Emirs  and  grandees  c^ 

Al  Add  tbfit  kingdom.    We  have  already  obferved,  that  this  yoong 

cMen  5©/- prince,  whofe  name  was  At  Malek  Al  Adel  Abu  Bekr,  which 

tan  of      laft  name, he  had  affumed  from  one  of  his  anceflors,  liad 

Egypt  by  been  for  fomc  years  before  appointed  viceroy  of  Egypt,  and 

the  Emirs,  where  by  this  time  he  had  by  his  addrefs,  and  many  public- 

fpirited  ads,  fo  far  gained  the  affeftions  of  the  Egyptian 

Emirs,  that  they  made  no  difficulty  to  eleft  him  Soltan, 

thp'  in  wrong  of  his  eider  brother  Najmo'ddin^  his  father^ 

fucceflbr  :    fo  that  the  news  of  Al  Kamel's  death  no  foona 

reached  Egypt,  but  he  was  proclaimed  Soltan  hy  bU  the 

grandees,  and  inaugurated  accordingly  in  his  capitid  of  ^l 

Kayro,  where  they  one  and  all  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance 

to  him  0.     The  news  of  their  proceedings  foon  reached  the 

cars  of  his  elder  brother,  who  was  then  taken  up  at  Pamaf" 

cut  in  fettling  the  affairs  of  His  Syrian  dominions ;  which 

he  had  no  fooner  done^  than  he  hafted  to  Egypt  at  the  head 

of  a  numerous  army,  in  order  to  wreft  that  kingdom  out  of 

his  treacherous  brother's  hands.     Puring  his  abfence  his 

capital  of  Damafcus  having  been  feized  on  by  the  vtnitei 

forces  of  the  Saheb  of  Abeh  and  the  Saheb  of  Etneffa^  as  ve 

»  lid^m  ibid.  Vid.  &  fop.  vol.  iii.  p.  614,  &  fcq.       ■  htvy- 
f  Aa.  &  al.  fup.  citat.  JRenaudot,  ubi  lop.  •  lidcm  ibid. 

Vi<)f  fc  TOlt  iii*  p-  616,  &  feq. 

haw 
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hsiTe  formerly  fccn  P,  he  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  a  treaty  An.Hej- 
of  partition  with  them ;   by  which  he  had  the  kingdom  of     637. 
Egypt  affighed  to  him,  and  entered  it  accordingly  at  the  ^^  Chrift 
head  of  his  forces,  and  that  with  univerfal  acclamations  of    *^39» 
joy  by  all  the  Egyptians,  even  by  thofe  who  had  been  moft  J)rtn>in 
forward  in  elefting  and  {wearing  allegiance  to  his  brother ;  outhy  his, 
who,  as  he  Was  informed  on  his  march  thither,  had  h^n  elder  bro- 
fcaze4,  or,  as  other  writers  have  it,  had  been  murdered,  by  ther\ 
his  own  feryants  9. '  He  foon  after  pofTefled  himfelf  of  the 
ftrong  caftle  of  Motrnt  Cibei,  which  opened  an  eafy  paflage. 
into  the  heart  of  the  kingdom,  and  thence  proceeded  to  his 
capital  oi  Jl  Kayro.  He  was  no  fooner  fettled  on  the  throne, 
but  reflefting  on  the  ficklenefs  of  the  Egyptian  grandees, 
he  fet  himfelf  about  the  choice  of  fuch  minifters  as  he 
might  more  fafely  rely  on ;    and  among  them  the  famed 
Jkafhib  Azzo'ddin  Mdalazziz,   whom  he   raifed    to   the 
tfgnity  of  high  Chancellor  of  the  kingdom.     He  alfo  m^it  ^ho makes 
an  advantageous  peiice  with  the  Franks  for  his  greater  fecu-  a  peace 
rity.    We  have  alreiady  given  an  account- of  the  main  articles  '^'itb  the 
of  it  in  a  former  volume  "* ;  and  fhall  only  add,  that  fome  of  ^^*°^** 
them  proved  a  great  mortification  to  the  faftrous  Jacobites'^ 
and  their  worthlefe  patriarch,   who  had  hitherto  been  fo 
turbulent  and  troublefome  to  his  predeceflbrs,  as  we  have 
already  (hewn  in  the  hiftory  of  the  two  former  reigns.   This 
obliged  him  to  foUo^^  their  maxim,  and  to  turn  their  con- 
ftant  difcords  to  his  own  advantage,  by  loading  the  former 
with  the  heavieft  taxes,  and  dooming  the  latter  to  the  fe- 
VjBfcft  fines  for  his  fimoniacal  extortions ;   which  brought  a 
tonftant  income  into  his  coffers,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  fo 
imix>veri(hed  both  fides,  efpecially  the  patriarchs,  that  they 
dared  not  undertake  any  thing  in  favour  of  the  Franks, 
then*  friends  and  allies,  as  being  of  the  fame  communion, 
and  of  courfe  his  moft  inveterate  enemies. 

The  better  to  ftrengthen  himfelf  in  hisEgyptian  dominions,  patal 
he  not  only  followed  the  maxim  of  his  predeceflbrs  in  keeping  fondne/s 
up'  a  vaft  numerous  body  of  Mamluks,  or  CircaJ/ian  flaves,  for  his 
of  whom  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  more  copioufly  in  Mamloks. 
thefequel ;  but  moft  injudicionfly  increafed  them  to  fuch  an 
exorbitant  number,  and  raifed  them  to  fuch  a  height  of 
power,  that  they  foon  after  overturned  the  whole  Egyptian 
(sonfiitution,   feized   the  government,   enlarged   their  con- 
qncfts,    and  raifed  that  kingdom  to  a  greater  degree  of 
wealth  and  fplendor  than  it  ever  had  enjoyed  fince  the  reigns 

'  ^ol.  iii.  g.  619,  $i  feq.  1  Ebn  Shchnah^  '"n  an.  638. 

'  Vol.iii.  p.  6^1. 
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of  the  Ptobmys.    We  have  already  obfervcd,  ihit^^bHin 

.    Ebn  Ayub^  the  founder  of  this  dynaily,  had  aboijflied  ib» 

fchifmatical  khalifat  of  Egypt;  aad  obl^ed  t^  aatidft  ta 

Mambks,  acknowkgc  that  of  tlie  Abbaffidei  ^i  Baghdad,    The  beticr 

nuho  and    therefore  to  fupprcfs  die  faAion  of  the  forincrj  which  "wai 

ijshaiet.     flUl  yery  power&il,  he  was  the  firfl  who  undertook  to  form 

a  powerhii  corps  of  militia  from  amoi^  the  br^veft  aad 

wntdk  of  this  new  upftart  race  of  ikv^,  brought ,  thither 

by  myriads  from  t\kQTurkifi>  domink»ns  by  the  pluiideriiig 

Arahsy  and  to  have  them  carefully  triuned  up  in  ail  th^ 

branches  of  martial  difdpline.     His  fucceflbrs  followed  hid 

example^  and  by  the  fole  aid  of  that  militia  maimaioed 

themfelves  on  the  throne  ^aioft  all  the  oppofition  ^  tba 

tatemiies.    But  Al  Malek  Ncjjm'ddin^  not  fatisfied  with  fuch 

a  fecurity,  was  the  firft  who  ventured  not  only  to  aag- 

ment  their  numbers  to  an  exceffive  height,  but  to  introdacc 

a  corps  of  them  into  the  portico  of  his  f«lkec  at  Al  Kayn, 

whom  he  appointed  for  his.Ufe-guardy  and  to  difperfe  a 

.    much  larger  number  of  them  thro'  other  cides  and  fortress 

of  his  kingdom  ;  by  whom  he  was  informed  of  every  thing 

that  was  done  in  his  Egyptian  dominions,  waA  his  fubjeds 

kept  under  a  kind  of  tyrannic  0avery :   by  which  mea^ 

thefe  new  upftarts  became  in  a  (hort  time  fo  powerful  aad 

infoknt,  as  to  occafion  one  of  the  greateft  revolutions  that* 

ever  had  happened  in  that  kingdom,  and  thereby  put  a  fiaftl 

end  to  the  Ayubite  dynafty,  as  we  (hall  more  fully  &e  in  th( 

fequel  of  this  hiftory. 

KojmoM-      In  the  mean  time,  whilft  he  was  taking  aU  thefe  impni" 

din  pre-    dent  precautions  few  the  fecuring  of  his  Egyptian  domiofeaSj 

fares  to     be  was  no  lefs  impatient  to  recover  his  Syrian  ones  out  of 

recover  his  his  invading  competitor's  hands,   well  remembering  hote 

Syrian  do-  treacherouily  they  were  wrefted  from  his  own,  and  was  ooiy 

mtnnns,     ^''aiting  a  favourable  opportunity  to  invade  them  at  the  bead 

of  a  powerful  army,  which  h&  was  then  raifiog  with  all 

poilible  fpeed  both  in  Egypt  and  among  his  friends  and  allied* 

Eifts  the  ^^  intent  and  eager  was  he  on  this  enterprize,  that  he  hired 

Xhowa^    ,^  large  body  of  Khowarazmiam  frc»n  the  other  Jfide  of  tlje 

razmians  Euphrates  to  invade  Syria,  where  they  committed  the  moft 

to  inwade  homd  carnages  and  barbarities,   which  we  have  given  aa 

Syria.   ^    account  of  in  a  former  volume «,    putting  all  to  fire  and 

An.  Hej.  fword,  fparing  neither  age,  fex,  nor  condition,  buming-and 

^42*      plundering  all  the  towns,  and  even  churcbeS|  where-ever 

they  came  ;  infomuch  that  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  fend 

them  exprefs  orders  not  to  approach  nearer  his  Egyptian  ter- 

'  ritories*  : 

,         »  Vol.  iii.  p.  6^3,  &  feq. 
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AjLt  this  \yhilc  AlMalek  IJbmacl^  the  now  Saleh  of  X>if*  TMyrian 
mafcus^  was  no  lefs  watchful  over  all  his  motioas,  and  dili-  ^«^^  Z'**- 
geot  in  making  the  beft  preparatioiis  tooppofe  him;  and  x.oP^*'^  ^*. 
iHat  end  had,  on  the  fucceecling  year,  concluded  a  peace  with  ^//2/^*'^ 
the  Franks^  and,  to  attach  them  more  firmly  to  his  intcreft, 
had  yielded  to  them  the  cities  of  Tiberias ^  Jerufcdem^  AJuUcai^ 
and  other  copfiderabk  places  in  Pahftinc  and  on  the  Syrian 
coaft  '.     This  extraordinary  ceffion  did  however  greatly  of» 
fend  Kis  Mohapnmedan  fubjefts :'  for  which  he  made  no  other 
apology,  than  that  he  granted  it  to  them  for  fear  his  Egyp* 
tian  competitor  fhould  wreft  them  out  of  his  hands;  the' 
hitherto    there   had    no   hoftilities    been    begun    betweeo  * 
them,  but  oply  preparations  both  offenfive  and  defenfive; 
e^feclally  if  we   may  credit  Aku'lfeda  and  other   Jrabic 
writei^s,  who  date  this  ceffion  three  years  earlier  than  Ebn 
Sbohnah  «  :    nether  do  we  read  of  any  iavafion  from  either 
fide^tUl  fome  years  after  this  we  are  upon  ^''.     However  that 
be,  nothing  happened  confiderable  in  this  kingdom  till  the 
year  of  the  Hejra  641,  anfwering  to  that  of  Chrift  1243,  ^ej  641. 
aud  that  was  the  death  of  the  patriarch  of  the  Jacobites ,    A.  D. 
after  he  had  fieged  fome  months  above  feven  ye^s  in  the     '^43- 
Alexandrian  church,  and  reduced  his  flock  to  the  greatefl  ^y^^}  ^^ 
poverty  by  his  exceffive  avarice  and  horrid  exaftions  on  them,  ff^^^^^^ 
under  pretence  of  levying  the  heavy  tribute  which  the  Sot       * 
tans  had  laid  upon  them,  the  care  of  which  had  by  thofe 
politic  monarchs  been  committed  to  him:    fo  that  he  not 
paly  died  unpitied  and  unlamented,  but  detcfted,  and  re-         , 
piefented  as  a  monfter  of  avarice  and  brutality  by  all  the 
Chriftian  as  w^U  as  Mohammedan  writers,  and  as  fuch  was 
profecuted  even  after  his  deceafe,  and  accufed  of  having  em- 
bezzled  vaft  fums  of  the  Soltan's  tribute  to  his  own  ufc,  and 
heaped  up  an  immenfe  trcafure,  as  well  as  vaft  quantities  of 
*  the  richeft  furniture  and  other  valuable  commodities.     Upon  His  rich 
which  the  Soitan  ordered  his  palace  to  be  fealed  up,  K\^  ^ff^^^s  con- 
?ffefts  to  be  feized»  and  a  fevere  inquiry  to  be  made  into  hx^M^^^^h 
acco^iints,  and,  upon  conviction^  ordered  all  Jhi^  ill  gottea '^' ^^''^''' 
wealth   to  be  fold   by  auftion^   and   the  money,   which 
amounted  tp  an  exceiRve  fum*,  to  be  confifcated  into  his 
own  treafury.  He  did  ijpt  even  fpare  the  church  plate,  uten- 
Ills,  and  Other  ornaments  of  value  belonging  to  the  churches 
auder  that  patriarchate,  but  feized  on  them  tp  the  fame 

*  Abu'lffd.  &  al.  fup.  citat.  *  Confer  Abv^fe^.  &  ' 

a!,  cum  Ebn  Shohnah  in  an.  ^  Abu'lfed.  Abu'l-far. 

Renaud.  &  al.  fup.  citat.  ^  Dc  his  vid*  vol.  iii.  p.  632, 

k  f^.  ic  au^.  ibi  cicat. 
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mahner ;  by  which  he  heaped  up  an  immenfe  treafure  into 
his  cofFers,  whilft  he  left  the  deceafed  pontif  hardly  enough 
Nojmo'd-  to  defray  the  expcnce  of  a  decent  burial.  On  the  following 
dm  in-  year,  being  that  of  the  Hejra  642,  and  of  Chrift.1^44, 
wdes  Sy-  jl  Malek  Nojmo^ddin  having  advanced  at  the  head  of  Ms 
na,  Egyptian  forces  into  Syria,  and  joined  his  hire^  Khowaraz- 

mians,  he  attacked  the  combined  army  of  his  competitor 
Jl  Malek  Ifhmael  and  that  of  the  Franks ,  affifted  by  a  nu- 
Defeats  merous  body  of  knights  templars,  and  gained  a  complete 
the  allied  viftory  over  both,  in  which  the  knights,  fighting  with  thdr 
Syrians  xSnH  intrepidity,  and  maintaining  their  pofl:  to  the  laft, 
^d  ^gj-g  aji  ^ut  in  pieces,  and,  according  to  the  inftitutes  of 

Fi;antw.     ^j^^.^  order,  and  the  oath  taken  at  their  admilEon  into  it, 
A  D^**  ^^P^  ^^^'^^  ground  to  the  laft,  and  died  fword  in  hand  7,  or 
1244.'    were. obliged  by  a  fuperior  force  to  furrender  themfclves 
prifoners.     This  aftion,   in  which  the  Syrians  and  their 
allies  loft  fo  great  a  number  of  their  beft  forces,  and  bad 
their  camp  and  military  cheft  plundered,  proved  fo  dedfive 
in  favour  of  the  Egyptian  Soltan,  that  it  gave  a  new  turn 
to  his  affairs  in  that  kingdom,  and  was  foon  after  followed 
'  Rettihs     by  the  reduftion  of  its  capital,  againft  which  that  monarch 
his  capital  {cat  his  generaliffimo,.  the  warlike  Maimo'ddin,  at  the  head 
^Damaf-Qf  ^  numerous  army,  and  with  the  charafter  of  viceroy  of 
cus,  tmd  jjjg  Syrian  dominions.    The  fiege  was  accordingly  laid,  and 
bts  other    ^^^j^  qq  -^ith  fuch  furious  vigour,  that  the  garrifon  was 
^^^^ons  ^^^^^  quickly  to  capitulate,  and  to  furrender  it  into  his 
*  hands,  on  condition  that  they,  and  fuch  of  the  inhabitants 
as  were  willing  to  retire,,,  ftiould  be  permitted  fo  to  do  with 
ail  their  effefts.     After  which  that  general  entered  the  city, 
but  fufFered  not  the  plundering  Khowarazmians  to  follow 
bim  into  it,  but  aflighed  them  fome  maritime  places  for  their 
garrifons,  where  they  might  be  always  ready  at  hand  againft 
,  all  emergencies. 
Canfirains      By  this  time  Al  Malek  IJhmael,  the  Saleh  of  Balhek,  and 
lihmael /fl  lately  of  2>^iw2^Mj,  his  competitor,  was  reduced  fo  low  by 
accept  a     his  many  lofles,  and  the  defeftion  of  fome  of  his  allies, 
new  whom  his  ftrange  behaviour,  or  perhaps  more  likely  his  late 

treaty.  defeat,  had  alienated  from  his  intereft,  that  he  was  glad  to 
fubmit  to  a  frefti  partition  treaty,  aitd  not  only  to  cede,  but 
to  renounce  all  future  claim  both  to  Damafcus  and  other 
places  which  Al  Make  Nojm6*ddin  had  been,  pofleiled  of  in 
that  kingdom,  and  to  accept  fuch  other  places  as  he  fliould 
think  fit  to  affign  to  him  in  licii  of  them.     We  have  already 


y  De  his  vid.  fubfeq,  hift.  Maldi.  vol.  xix. 
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.  ^vcn  ati  accoiiat  of  this  treaty  in  the  Syrian  hiftoiy  ^.  After 
which  Jl  Malek  Nojmo'ddin  once  more  entered  that  metro- 
polis in  triumph,  and  was  received  with  all  the  demonftra-  Enters 
rions.of  joy  by  his  faithful  Damafcenes.     As  for  Al  Mxiip*  pamafoas  - 
J/bmael,  he  retired  as  faft  as  he  could  to  his  old  dominions  ''*  ^'***- 
of  Balbek,  to  the  great  regret  of  the  viftorious  Nojmo^ddin^  umph. 
who  highly  blamed  his  general  for  fuffering  him  to  efcapc, 
and  fent  his  Vazir  loaded  with  irons  prifoner  into  Egypt. 

Nojmo'ddin  afterwards  purfued  his  conquefts  with ^'^'^ ^^*- 
uncommon  fuccefs,  and,  if  we  may  believe  fome  of  our  au-  9^A^  '^ 
thors,  difpoffefled  the  two  Salehs  of  Balbek  and  Hemz  or  ^^"** 
Emeffa,  and  fome  of  their  allies,  of  theii-  territories ;  tho'  Jl 
Makin,  who  lived  about  this  time,  mentiofis  nothing  con- 
cerning this  laft  particular  «.   However,  as  thofe  tranfaftions 
do  not  fo  immediately  refpei^  the  kingdom  of  Egypt,  we 
fliall  refer  our  readers  to  the  account  we  have  given  of  them 
in  a  former  volume  ^. 

By  this  time  the  Franks,  who  had  fuftained  fo  coniidcr-  ne 
able  a  lofs  by  their  late  defeat^  and  were  no  lefs  alarmed  at  Frank* 
the  vaft  fucccflcs  of  the  Egyptian  Soltan,  had  made  frequenty^''^/'^'" 
and  preffing  inftances  with  the  European  powers  for  frefti/^C/^A^* 
fucQours  from  thence ;  which  were  at  length  obtained  from  ^"'"'^  ^^"^ 
fcveral  courts,  efpecially  from  that  of  France,  which  fafely    "''°P^' 
landed  at  Acca  on  the  Syrian  coaft  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra 
647,  under  theconduft  and  command  of  their  famed  Lewis  Lewis  IX. 
the  IXth,  fince  firnamed  the  Saint,  and  foon  after  Were  put  arrives  im 
into  aftion  by  that  prince  both  in  Syria  and  Egypt.    His  firfl  Syria 
expedition  accordingly,  in  the  latter  of  thefe  kingdoms,  was  ^i^^  « 
againft  the  city  and  fea-port  of  Dimyat,  now  vulgarly  called /''*'^^/«^ 
Damiata  c,  the  fortifications  and  garrifon  of  which  were  at  ^^-^* 
this  time  in  no  condition  to  make  any  co;iCderable  defence, 
aad  which  furrepdered  to  him  almoft  as  foon  as  his  forces  $^izes  on 
landed  before  it,    the  cowardly  garrifon  abandoning   the  Damiata. 
place  at  his  firft  approach,  as  if  feized  with  a  panic,  and 
fled  by  feveral  ways  out  of  it  in  the  utmoft  diforder  and 
confufion.  .  The  furrender  of  it  proved,   as  was  rightlv 
deemed,  a  moft  efleftual  and  fpeedy  means  to  oblige  Al 
Malek  Al  Saleh  to  withdraw  his  viftorlous  forces  out  of 
Syria  to  defend  his  Egyptian  dominions.     He  was  then  lay- 
ing clofe  fiege  to  the  city  of  Emejfa,  or  Hemz,  whofe  Emir 
was  in  alliance  with  that  of  Balhek  and  the  Fr^w^x  againft 
him :    but  no  fooner  had  the  news  of  the  lofs  of  Damiata 

«  Vol.  iii.  p.  43J,  &  feq.  •  Conf.  Abu^lfed.  Abu'l- 

FAKAj,  Ebn  Shohnah,  &  At  Makim,  in  an.  ^  Vol.  iii. 
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reached  htm,  than  he  ordered  the  fiege  to  fee  ralfed,  ifid 
inarched  with"  all  the  fpeed  he  could  into  Egypt,  to  0pp6fe- 
the  French  monarch,  and  to  drive  him  out  of  that  klt)|aott. 
Al  Malck  Unfortunately  for  him,  he  was  feized  in  hid  march  thither 
Al  Saleh  with  a  tamour  in  his  thigh,  which  turning  Into  a  gangf^tifci 
A'«  in  his  put  a  fpeedy  end  to  his  life  and  reign,  tho*  not  heforeife  ' 
^^  '*      had  made  a  feverc  example  of  his  cowardly  Datnidfan  foU 
^SyP^'*     diers,  whom  .he  ordered  to  be  hanged  in  their  military  ac- 
A  D     coutrements,  as  we  have  feen  in  a  former  volume  "*,  where 
J  ■    *    we  have  aHb  given  an  account  of  hi^  offspring  and  lingttlat 
^    charafter,  a^  well  as  fome  other  circumftances  of  his  dif- 
cafe  and  death,' which  need  not  be  repeated  here.  He  die4  ifl 
the  40th  year  of  his  age,  and  ninth  of  his  relgh,  and  was 
Ljfacceed'fvicccede'd  by  his  third  fon^  the  other  two  being  dead  before 
€d  by  his    their  father.    He  was  firnamed  Al  Malek  Al  Saleh  MoadhSem 
third fon,   Turan  Shah,  the  founder  of  the  city  of  Salehiyah,  for  the 
conveniency  of  hunting.     He  was  then  at  Htfn  Caifd  when 
liis  father  died  ;    but  was  proclaimed  and  ackflowleged  Sol- 
tan  without  any  oppofitlon,  by  the  means  and  policy  of  i 
favourite  flave  of  the  deceafed  monarch,  a  woman  t6t  onfy 
of  exquifite  beauty,  but  of  admirable  fenfe,  wit,  and  fefolB- 
tion,  who  artfully  concealed  his  death  till  /he  had  convened 
all  the  Egyptian  Emirs  and  grandees,  as  well  as  the  principal 
officers  of  the^  army,   to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to 
him,  under  pretence  that  it  was  done  by  his  father's  exprefs 
order :  all  which  was  therefore  readily  and  punftaally  com- 
plied with  by  them  all,  and  fhe  appointed  to  govern  the 
kingdom  till  the  Arrival  of  the  new  king.     What  chiefly  in- 
fluenced thofe  grandees  to  fo  unanimous  and  fpeedy  a  fefolu- 
tion,  was  not  only  the  fingular  influence  which  that  favourite 
female  was  known  to  have  over  the  deceafed  Soltan,  but 
more  probably  the  great  progrefs  which  Le^is  was  making 
in  Loiver  Egypt,  after  the  redudlion  of  Damiatd,  who  was 
making  the  fpeedieft  marclies,  at  the  head  of  his  franks,  to- 
wards the  capital  of  Egypt  c. 

No  fooner  therefore  had  Al  Moadhdhem  received'the  news 
of  bis  fucceflion  to  the  throne,  than  he  hafled  to  the  court, 
where  he  received  the  compliments  and  congratulations  of 
the  nobles,  and  the  female  favourite  refigned  to  him  the 
reins  of  government :  Immediately  after  which  he  put  himfeif 
at  the  head  of  a  powerRil  army,  conlifling  chiefly  of  Mam' 
hiks  and  of  his  hired  KhowarazTftianSy  and  marCh^d  "^ith  a'Q 
ppiGbLe  fpeed  to  oppofe  the  invading  Franks,  and  to  eadea- 

*  Vol.  ill.  p.  640.  *  Vid.  Anc.  Hift.  vol  xvii.  p.  1 47* 

jL  fc^.  Abu'lfeda,  &  al.  Tup.  citac. 
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vour  to  driw  them  quite  oitt  qf  his  EgyftioH  domiftlons  5  aHcj.  641. 
firoog  hoAj  of  vbom  were  by  this  time  got  as  far  as  Jl    A.  D. 
Mw^r^h^  being  detached  from  the  main  army,  tn  order  to.    '^S^- 
g»  aoid  furprife  thftt  place,  which  they  had  aftoally  done,  f^  ^*"" 
wd  Otttcred  it  fword  in  hand,  killed  a  great  many  of  the  ^"f  *^-^'"' 
^ciSdq,  piwrtiailarly  the  Othman  general  Bbn  Shah,  as  ht%y     -^ 
was  waftung  in  a  bath,  and  committed  fnndry  other  plun-  Franks. 
der»  and  ravages,  till  overpowered  by  the  vollies  cS  ftones,  .    , 
and  other  milfik  nuifances,  with  which  the  citizeqs  over- jf^  ^^' 
wbekied  them  from  the  tops  of  their  honfes,  they  were  ^'*^^* 
obliged  to  abandon  the  town,  as  we  have  before  ken  * ;  the 
ftreets  of  it  bdng  fo  narrow,  and  the  gates  fo  Areight,  that 
iJKtr  cavalry  coold  neither  defend  themfelves  in  the  one, 
nor  hardly  efcape  tiuro'  the  other.   At  thth  return  however  to 
Ac  Chriftiah  army,  they  gave  their,  monarch  fuch  a  promifiag 
'deconnt  6i  what  they  h^  done,  and  of  what  they  had  obferved 
at  the  ftrength  and  ddfpofition  of  that  of  the  Egyptians^  that 
he  immcdiateliy  refolvdl  tx>  go  and  attack  them  at  all  adven- 
tures.   The  number  and  appearance  of  liis  own  was  fuch 
aa  made  the  Soltan  for  feme  time  hefitatc  wheth^  they  had 
beft  fbnd  thdr  ground  againft  them^  op  retire.    King  Lewis, 
m  the  other  hand,  thinking  himfelf  fure  of  a  viflory,  if  he 
could  but  attack  them  in  a  pljun,  inadvertently  ventured  to 
lead  his  forces  acrofs  the  branch  of  the  Mle  called  Jthimen, 
which  divided  the  two  oppofite  armies,  without  thinking  of 
fecnring  a  retreat  for  his  own,  fhould  it  chance  to  be  put 
to  the.  rout.     This  great  overfight  foon  filled  the  enemy 
with  frdh  courage :    upon  which  they  fell  upon  the  Franks  JCut^^ 
with  fuch  bravery^  that  they  gave  them  a  total  defeat,  flew  Lewis 
glieat  numbers  of  them  upon  the  fpot^  and  made  a  much  and  bis 
greater  number  of  them  prifoners,  among  whom  was  Lewis  army  de- 
[dieir  king  and  command^,  who  having  fecured  no  place  oif^^^^^i 
^tttxieat,  waft  obliged  to  furrender  himfejf  to  the  fuperior^"^^'^. 
iarcc  of  the  enemy.  .  fl" 

How  the  elated  Soltan  treated  his  royal  captive,  as  Well^^-'^*^' 
as  the.  particulars  of  this  interefting  aftion  and  viflory,  are 
•varioufly  recorded  by  the  Chriftian  and  Mojlem  hiftorians ; 
Ifor  a  more  fuccinft  detail  of  which  we  (hall  refer  our 
ircaders  to  what  hath  been  hinted  of  them  in  our  ancient 
^hiftoryS,  and  in  a  former  volume  of  this  modem  part  ^t 
but  they  all  agree  to  his  being  taken  prifoner,  anc^ forced  to 
•redeem  himfelf  from  his  clofe  confinement  by  an  exorbitant 
nnfom ;   to  which  the  Mojlem  writers  add,  concerning  the 

^  Vol.  iii.  p.  641.  Vid.  &  Anc.  Hift.  ubi  fup.  &  alib.  paiT. 
'  See  this  more  ft»^!ly  in  a  fubfequent  volume^  containing  the 
Juftory-  of  the  Holy  War. 

7  rnotivis 
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motives  of  his  eiilargemeat,  that  doriDg  thisinteml  (if  ft 
might  not  be  more  properly  flUed  an  ioterregnnm,  iniri^ 
ShajrAl  Dor,  fupportcd  by  the  head  geucral,  and  thofeodwr 
pmif  s  of  the  Mmluks  who  were  in  her  intereft,  jgovenied  liil 
kingdom  with  an  abfolutefway)^  the  young  Sokan,  vexed  bf 
yond  meafure  to  fee  himfelf  ftripped  of  all  bat  the  bare  nuat 
and  fliadow  of  au.thority,  was  no  lefs  attentive  to  th^  moR 
flattering,  tho'  fatal  as  they  proved  in  the  end,  counfds  sod 
Pollicitations  of  a  fet  of  young  Mamluks  he  had  aheiit  hk 
perfon,  and  of  much  about  the  fame  age,  who  ^ect&ti 
whifpering  in  his  ear,  that  the  only  effeSual  m^ns  hehad 
left  to  extricate  himfelf  out  of  his  prefent  bondage,  axdtl 
eftablifh  his  own  authority  upon  a  fare  foundation,  agaiol 
'  the  overgrown  power  of  the  Mamluk  Emirs  and  their  feiBib 
proteftrefe,  was  not  only  to  liften  to  the  captive  monardi 
advantageous  offers  for  his  enlargement,  but  to  clap  npi 
tranfitory  peace   and  alliance  with  him,   and  fuch  otU 
Chriftian  powers  as  were  moft  likely  to  affift  him  in  the 
aflerting  of  his  own,  and  fuppreffing  that  overgrown  and  i»* 
natural  height  of  it  which  his  Emirs  had  ufurped  over  him. 
An  advice  of  this  foothing  and  important  ^at^^e  m 
greedily  applauded  by  the  yeung  Soltan  :  but  as  it  vmi 
TC^Soltan  the  fame  time  no  lefs  dreaded  by  the  Emiri,  whoonth 
fuffeaed     account  had  placed. a  fu/Ecient  number  of  fpies  about  i 
^  his        perfon,  could  not  be  communicated,  much  lefs  refolvcdo 
Mamluks;' with  fuch  fecrecy,  but  they  had  timely  notice  given^diemi 
it  before  any  ftep  had  been  taken  towards  executing  any  pi 
of  it ;  a  general  alarm  had  fpread  itfelf  over  the.  whole  bo( 
nabo  re-    ^f  ^^^^^  v^^  ji  Xay^Q^  and  as  obftinate  aa.  infurreftion  nfifl 
**'^"a//*     againft  the  Soltan,  as  if  he  had  already  been  guilty  of  fi«( 
*^^^       defperate  attempt  towards  their  total  deftruftion.    Onei 
the  moft  defperate  of  them.,  Rokno'ddifiAbu'Ufatah^  aftoiJatj 
raifed  to  the  throne,  haying  given,  him  a  moft  dangcroi 
wound  upon  his  firft  appearing  to  quell  them,  thisOMJ 
pefted  indignity,  joined  to  their  loud  clamours  and  fcurriloi 
complaints,  foon  convinced  the  young  fenguine  priace  til 
his  prefence  would  but  exafperate  them  the  more,  and« 
pofe  hinv  to  greater  dangers :  to  avoid  which  he  faw  himli 
conftrained  to  take  refuge  in  an  adjacent  wooden. tow€f,< 
mdajfaf*  the  border  of  the  Nile.    Hither  they  purfued  him  withi 
Jinati  him.  newed  fury,  and  fully  refolved  either  to  make  him  pcrilh' 
the  flames,  or  to  overwhelm  him  with  voUies  froin'  their  fifl 
A  arms  or  other  miffile  weapons,  fet  fire  to  the  tower,  whk 

was  foon  in  a  blaze  on  every  fide,  and*  obliged  him  to  thro* 
himftlf  in  the  river,  where,  endeavouring  to  fave  himfelf  1^ 

fwimmiogr 
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fwimming>  tiiey  difch^rged  fuch  a'  dreadful  (hower  of  arrotrs, 
as  put  a  fearful  end  to  his. life  and  reign  K 

.    Thus  perifhed  the  unhappy  y^/lMaA?*  Jl Sakh MoacUjdhem  Hej.  643, 
Turan-Shah,  the  laft  Soltan  of  the  Jyubite  dynafty,  thro*     A.  i^. 
tte  jealoufy  and  oVcrgrown  power  of  the  Mamluks,  who     ^^S®- 
had  been  the  chief  fupportefs  of  it  during  feveral  glorious 
rfeigns  againJft  the  Fatemite  faffioii,  apd  had  been  on  that 
account  fo  highly  efteemed  and  favoured  by  all  tb^  Soltans 
of  it,  from  &cJah'ddin^  the  firft  founder  of  that  militia,  to  the 
unhappy  reign  of  the  unfortunate  M  Malek  Turan-$hah  (LL 

.  Soon  after  this  fad  cataftrophe  the  Mamluk  Emirs  al*  Skajr  Al 
fanbled, and  invefted Shajr  JlD9r,xhehitc Soltan's favourite^  Dor/r«. 
with  the  fupreme  authority,   and  caufed  her  to  be  pro-  ^^^'>*^^ 
claimed,  crowned,  and  prayed  for,  as  Soltanefs  of  Egypt,  ^^^*^^^fi\ 
with  the  additional  title  of  Omm  Khaled,  or  ^etn-Mother, 
as  fhe  had  had  a  fon  by  the  Soltan  Al  Mcdek  Al  Saleh,  named 
Khaled,  who  died  in  his  tender  years.    She  had  not  however 

*  Abu*lfed.  ttbifnp. 


(L)  We  muft  not  here  pafs 
by  one  circumftance  mentioned 
by  Ebn  Shohnah,  tho'  omitted 
by  the  other  '  Mojlem  writers, 
which  will  in  fome  meafure  ac- 
count for  the  jealoafy  which  the 
idamluis  had  conceived  againft 
their  yonng  prioee,  fo  near  the 
begmning  of  his  reign,  and  in 
the  height  of  fo  many  promife* 
ing  fuccelFes. 

He  tells  us  ( i),  that  aiter  the 
glorious  victory  obtained  over 
the  Franks  we  have  lately  re- 
lated, Tufan  Shah  removed  from 
Al  Manfurab  tO  Fares  Cur,  where 
(whether  elated  with  his  fuc-  ' 
olfs,  or  exaiperated  at  fbme  oF 
their  infolenc  behaviour,  we  are 
not  told)  he  took  upon  him  to 
»bnke  and  threaten  them  in 
fuch  fevere  terms,  as  raifed  the 
infurredion  we  lately  mention- 
ed, and  ended  in  that  atrocious 
cataftrophe  we  have  there  re-  * 
Utcd. 

It  was  indeed  hardly  to  be 


expeded  that  fuch  an  npftarl 
race  of.  flaves,.  and  who  had 
been  looked  upon  apd  treated 
as  the  chief  fupport  of  the 
Ayubite  dyHafty,  and  fo  fignally 
diflinguiihed  and  intruded  by 
Al  Malek  Al  SaUhy  the  father 
of  TuranSbah,  ftiould  bear  to 
hear  themfelves  reproved  and 
threatened  by  that  young  elated 
prince ;  and  efpecially  if  pre- 
acquainted  with  his  de£gn  of" 
enterii^g  into  an  alliance  with 
the  Franks,  which,  in  fuch  a 
crifis,  might  be  fuppofed  to 
nave  been  aggravated  with  all 
the  alarming  circumllances  that 
could  excite  them  to  a  revolt; 
without  expreffing  the  moft 
lively  tokens  of  anger  and  re- 
fentment  at  his  fuppofed  ingra- 
titude,; till  the  conteft  being 
blown  up,  as  may  be  reafon-^ 
ably  fuppofed,  by  mutual  re- 
proaches on  both  fides,  hurried 
them  to  that  horrid  parricide 
which  we  have  feen. 


(1;  Ebn  Sbobnab,  in  an.  Fid.  &  fup*  vol,  iix.  f. 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  ?CIV.  Y  enjoyed 
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«ij^]nd  that  digiiitjr  bog  before  thoft^^w^ 

raifed  her  to  it,  yhetht?  ftflnoied  ti>  ne  ibK  Egyfiim)a^ 

t^^tiy    dom  governed  \j  a  ftmid*  aa4  ^  flaye^  <bi^  boomfe  theyob- 

^»d  Al      fervid  her  cteAida  to  have  di%ttfted  the  tgj^ufn  fgmAm, 

Mbft^       fliidwed  aft  OKKh  rtedindi  €0  have  her  de|^ei  firoB^it,  aai 

tbo/en  in    ^^^^  j^  j^  ||^  ^^  ^f  il^^  priadpal  fiaurs  naotdiT 

^^rrnnfj  Mf^gz  Az^ddih  j1yb(fk  Mn$4iom4th  toward  the  end  of  die 

fmttxst  Ma^i,  on  di^  fame  year*    Htt  PeigA  hcMever  dreerf 

bttt  Oiort ;  for  the  Etturs^  wbeih^  out  ^  diffike  to  Wgo* 

V4sriiaiea«»  or  perhaps  afiiamed  th^  they  had  me  fs£ar 

chofen  oae  of  the  yiyuUie  fatuity  e»  tba(  dignity  {VSj,  of 

whom  i^ere  appeared  fl>  m^f  ei|Mdty  iit  for,  aad  ffioitt 

•iv^p »     j«a)y  iatiited  to  It.    Upoft  vnhkk  the^^  fliade  ao  feraplet^ 

<7^ir-     depofe  tim,  and  eottferre^l  the  Iwet^iiyiy^  of  J^y^oux 

fff(].  ^«f  agaiti  Bpott  the  4^f«W^  race;    The  period  ih^  awda  ehoirt 

SX /«  *«'«"'^*»  ^  -^^*^  ^  ^^^  <>«^  ^  **•  defeeadttwrrf 
kis  place.  *^  ^^^  famed  Sdtaa  y^/  iiTtfw J,  a  chUd  but  fix  years  oU, 
and  crowned  hkn  Solt»n  on  the  5th  day  of  the  former  p 
mada.  His  eleftioo  and  fuprcme  authority  were  fooa  afifir 
eodSrmed  fey  the  Khafif  of  Bt^MtJ,  Mi^fm^  thm  b^ 
the  throne ;  who,  on  account  of  hi3f  Xkiinority^  appototw 
Azzo'ddln  Aybek  his  governor,  or  ^rdiaa  c*  Ac  r^. 
Irhis  la4  tbo*  vcftei  \wth  fucft  an  authority,  did  JM)t  *^ 
get  to  {kreag^en  htmielf  by  propa  aUiax^ces ;  and  efie«r 
the  fifft  public  atfb  which  fae.  didt  wa$^  t||^  09fi^H4aig  ^ 
xacifylng  t^  a  treaty,  which  hadi  beaa  &t  oia  £?ot  betvitftt' 
^  ;)i^j|  rftrM-.S*iA^  and  the  Framik,  vpast  coaditfoit  AM 
riie  kcter  (hould  reAof<d'  1^  the  ear  Sottas  i&e  to'wn  afil 
caftle  of  Btmiata ;  which  was  accordingly  cpmpficd  iAAf 
togetker  Xvith  the  other  condWons  awe^  on  between  them, 
and  nientioned  id  a  fbrmer  part  of  this  work*,  and  thtf 
place  put  into  thb  hands  o£  the  E^yfttians  on  the  8diw 
^</ar  of  the  iame  '^qm.    Sooo^aller  which  Uag  JUwtrfeft 

^  S«fl  befoK^ifsoL  m»  p.  643%  Afef.  SevaMb  Aaii'kraaA«^ 
sd.  ftprft  citato 

(M)  S^  kkiAmh:  doA  t«>    fare  Ud  farae^  for  hturiflg  cf 
deed  h&^  to  kitifllftt#  the  falati    dF  ^  MalA  !jMtmael  m  ^ 


who  t-eih  OS  (2;),*that  he  met  own;haad,.aiid  fovlboieetkCf 

wijfih  his  tfi^rical  end  about  five  aAs  of  the  like  tynonic  ni^ 

^are  after  hxm%  caafcd  Sham^  tuve ;  whddk.  hecm  h»»  itt^ 

/0V<a^>r  Irff/tf.  and  I>hiao*ddin  Al  tioned  in  a  former  part  of  ^ 

Kaymari  to  be  put  to  death  be-  wsMrk  (3} 

(a)  Mhn  SbOmUh,  in  gn,  BJra  655,        ft)  ^W.».  W.  xH.  f*  ^^ 
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the  kingdoriip  and  returned  into  Syria ;  and  a  while  after 
fet  fail  for  liis  own  dpfminiops. 

Another  public  aft  of  his,  which  was  no  lefs  acceptable 
to  the  Jyubite  family,  was  to  caufe  the  interruption,  which         » 
had  been  caufed  in  their  fucceffion  to  the  Soltanat  by  the 
^kftion  of  the  chief  Emir  >4/  Malck  At  MoeZy  to  be  expunged,- 
by  inrolling  the  date^of  his  pupil's  reign  from  the  unfortu- 
nate murder  of  his  predeceflbr.     We  meet  with  nothing  aft^r 
worth  notice,  cither  concerning  his  government  or  his  young 
pupil's  reign,  except  fome  hot  conteils  they  had  with  Al  Ma-, 
iek  Al  Nafer^  the  Saleh  oiDamafcuSy  till  the  year  of  the  Hefra  '^he  end  of 
65^;  in  which  happened  that  new  revolution,  which  put  a'J^'Ayu- 
period  to  the  Ayubite  dynafty,  and  totally  deprived  all  t\vk  ^^^  ^" 
princes  of  that  family  from  haidng  any  further  power  or  in-  *^' 
terefl  in  this  kingdom. 

This  remarkable  event  was  brought  on  by  n6  lefs  a  pcr- 
fon  than  the  late  Mamluk  depofed  Sol  tan  AIMoez  Azzo'ddin^  • 

who,  by  the  afliftance  of  his  wife  Al  Shajr  Al  Dvr^  whom  he 
had  married  after  his  eleftion,  as  well  as  by  his  own  intereft 
with  the  Mamluk  Emirs,  was  become  powerful  etough  to  get 
the'young  Al  Malek  depofed  from  the  ScJtanat,  and  himfelf 
to  be  rcinAated  into  that  dignity;  by  which  he  became  the 
founder  of  a  new  dynafty.  But  this  new  race  of  Mamluk ^ 
Sdltans,  fo  famed  for  their  power,  opulence,  and  conquefts, 
we  (hall  refer  to  our  Supplement,  where  we  will  endeavour 
to  recite  thw  hiftory,  and  give  a  more  explicit  and  fatisfac- 
I0ry  account  of  their  origin,  extraft,  rife,  and  difciplinc, 
^0  has  ever  yet  appearetff 


*«  SECT. 
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SECT.    III.  : 

^he  Hijlffry  of  the  African  Ifianis. 

TTAving  given  a  full  account  of  the  hiftory  and  prefent 
•^^  flate  oi  Egypt ^  wc  are  obliged,  by  unavoidable  reafons, 
to  deviate  fomewhat  from  our  original  plan,  which  propofed  J 
that  the  African  tflands,  (hould  be  defcribed  in  a  feparate  a 
volume. 

This,  tve  have  obferved,  would  not  only  dcftroy  the  i 
beauty  of  the  work,  by  fwellbg  fome  volumes  to  an  enormous  I 
bulk,  but  render  naaoy  parts  of  the  hiftory  oi  Africa  ob- ^ 
fcure,  by  rcferencfes  to  thofc  iflands,  of  which  we  now  enter 
upon  a  defcription ;  referviug  Maltha  only  to  fill  tip  the  '} 
fpace  appropriated  in  our  propofals  to  the  African  iflands. 

We  ihall  begin  with  the  iflands  iltuated  at  the  mouth-  of 
the  Red  Sea,  and  trace  them  along  the  continent,  firft  from 
north  to  fouth,  then  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the 
gulph  of  Benin^  and  from  thenCe  along  the  Slave^  Gold, 
Ivory  y  and  Grain  Coa/ls,  to  the  Cape  de  Verds ;  concluding 
with  Madeira^  and  thofe  iflands  fltuated  the  neareft  to  the 
Streights  of  Gibraltar  and  the  mouth  of  the  Mediterranean. 
Bab-el-  In  this  order,  the  firft  ifland  that  occurs  is  Bab-el-Man- 
MandcL  del,  or  the  Port  of  AffliaioUy  formerly  called  the.  ifland  of 
DiodoruSf  fituated  towards  the  entriance  into  theXed  Sea, 
joining  one  fide  of  the  Streights  of  Bab-el-Mdndel,  and  ly- 
ing utider  the  1 3th  degree  of  north  latitude  (A),  Standing 
in  the  very  middle  of  the  Streights,  about  four  miles  from 
the  Arabian  coaft,  and  the  fame  diftance  from  Abiffinia,  di* 
reftly  oppofite  to  Cape  Zeila^  it  divides  the  entrance  into 
two  canals,  both  which  it  fully  commands  ;  infomuch  that 
the  antjent  kings  of  Egypt  ufed  to  fortify  them  by  a  boom  or 
chain  laid  acrofs  from  the  ifland  to  the  continent  on  each  fide. 
Pigafet,  however,  affirms  that  the  weftern  canal  is  five  Ger^ 
'  man  leagues  over,  and  navigable  by  the. barges  and  fhipping ; 
whereas  the  other  is  much  narrower,  and  blocked  up  with 
fhoals  and  fknd-banks ;  an  aflertion  which  is  denied  by  the 
moft  authentic  writers  (B).  \t  if  about  five  miles  in  circum- 
ference; 

(A)  La  Croix  places   it  un-  (B)  Gotrard  de  St»  Bernardin 

dcr  twelve  degrees  fifty   mi-  obfervcs,  in  his  voyage  to  /»- 

nutes  north  latitude  ;  and  this  dia,  that  the  Streights  of  Bah* 

geography  correfponds   pretty  el-Mandtl  are  fitnated  under  i  z 

nearly  with  all  the  beft  mo*  degrees  40  minutes,    between 

dern  map9.  two  Capes  s  that  on  the  African 

fide 
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faence ;  and  important  on  no  other  account  than  ita  fitua- 
tion,  as  it  produces  neither  fruits,  roots,  grain,  or  herbage. 
Formerly,  however,  it  occafioned  bloody  wars  between  the 
Abiffinians  and  the  Arabs  of  the  kingdom  of  Adely  falling 
into  their  hands  alternately,  till  the  Portuguefs  took  it,  and 
demoliflied  its  fortifications.  The  Turks  being  now  mailers 
of  both  coafts,  it  is  funk  into  its  natural  nothingnefs,  and  is 
in  a  manner  deferted,  having  only  a  few  poor  mean  inhabit- 
ants, for  whom  it  fcarce  provides  a  moderate  fuftenance  *. 

Not  far  from  hence  lies  the  ifland  of  Suachem,  or  Sua-  Suachem, 
chin,   according  to  Marmol^  having  the  Red  Sea  on  the 
weft.    It  is  about  five  or  fix  leagues  in  cirumfercnce ;  tho'. 
Rofario  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  very  fmaJl  contemptible  ifland. ' 

Opposite  to  the  kingdom  oi  Adel  is  fituateii  the  ifland B^^of*- 
called  Barboray  after,  a  town  of  the  fame  name  upon  the 
^leighbouring  continent.  The  inhabitants  are  negroes,  cloath- 
ed  in  the  faftiion  of  the  natives  of  Adel^  induftrious  in  trade, 
and  great  breeders  of  cattle,  for  which  the  foil  affords  ex- 
ceUent  pafturage.  In  general,  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
iflands  and  coafts  of  the  Red  Sea  drive  a  confiderable  com-  , 
merce  with  the  natives  of  the  oppofite  coaft  of  Arabia ;  how- 
ever, the  rich  trade  carried  on  by  the  Moors  of  Ziden  in  drugs, 
precious  ftooes,  ambergrife,  and  mufk,  in  which  the  ifland- 
ers  partook,  is  greatly  diminiflied  finct  the  Dutch  eftabliflied 
fo  powerful  a  commercial  empire  in  the  Ea/i  Indies  ^. 

The  nest  ifland  is  that  of  Zccotora,  Socotora,  or  Sicu-  Socotora* 
thera,  difcovered  about  two  centuries  finceby  Ferdinand' Pe- 
mra,  a  Portugaefe^  and  byfome  modems  believed  tq  be  the 
I^iBfcmdes  oi  Ptolemy  ^nd  Pliny.    It  ftands  to  the  north- 
eaft  oi  Ca^  Gardcfuiy  or  Gardafoy,  called  in  fome  maps  Ra^ 

*  La  Croix,  torn.  iv.  p.  3.  fe£l.  12.  ^  MARMOL,^tom.  1. 

p.  32.  La  Croix,  torn.  iv.  p.  157. 

fide  being  called  Rojheby  and  dangerous  to  ihipping,  afford- 

the  other  on  the  Arabian  coaft,  ing  not  a  fingle  harbour  where 

Ara»      Immediately    between  the  anchorage  is  tolerable,  or  * 

thefe  points  is   the  ifland .  of  the  veffels  Sheltered  from  the 

iteafflr,  between  which  and  the  ftorms    that  frequently    blow 

Afiatic   fide    runs    a  canal   a  here.     In  a  word,  it  requires 

league  over,  and  about  fix  fa-  the  greateft  dexterity  in  pilot- 

thorns  in  depth.     The   other  ing,    the   utmoft  caution,  and 

faaal  that  divides  it  from  iifrica  the  moft  accurate  knowlege  of 

is  twelve  fathoms  deep;  but  the  the  middle  chanel,  to  pafs  this 

^aft  equally  inhofpitabie  and  gut  with  fafety  {i), 

(x)  Bernard*  apudLaCrnx^ 

Y  3  fiilgat. 
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fitgdf,  and  placed  about  7  5  miles  from  this  fM^omontor]^  |l' 
the  latitude  of  12  degrees  10  miautes  north,  acodrdiogtQtt 
Li/k,  or  12  degrees  50  minutes,  IfwefdUow  ImCrwix^MA 
a  number  of  other  writers.  Mirub/bi^  nildoiibteAy  kf  Mt 
arror  of  the  prefs,  places  it  in  zi  degrees  40  minutes,  hivm 
MeHnda  to  the  north-eaft,  and  to.  the  fauth  die  cdndas&tfl 
Arcthia^  from  which  it  is  about  16  leagues  diibtitf.  Hoft 
authors  agre^  in  its  being  of  coafiderable  extent^  bo  left 
than  25  leagues  in  length,  19  ki  breadth,  and  about  ja  in 
circuit.  All  tlie  furrounding  fhor*  is  bold,  etaiyivfhere  filed 
with  fafe  anchorage  and  good  ports  %  and  (it  basmpartiadir 
two  fine  bays  and  fecnre  harbours,  vlwrc  the  fliipping'.fyt 
fafely  againft  erery  wind  that  blows.  'Thefe  iMcalldi  tte 
harbours  of  Benin  and  Cora, 

It  is  amazing  that  a  pkdsfo  often  toudted;atbf  fiatf^i^sii 
by  lying  fo  near  Egypt ^  fo  much  friequ^nted  bf  alt  the  tad* 
lag  nations,  (hould  be  fo  varionfly  and  cootradiAoriiy  d^ 
feribed  by  different  authors  \  foifie  affirmii^  that  it  has  Di^. 
#ne  town,  called  Tamart^  or  Tamary  \  others  tint  it  ki 
idiree,  the  former  being  the  chief)  and  others^  that  that  b 
setther  a  town,  village,  or  honfeon  the  "tdsofe  iflaad,  die  of 
lives  liA4ng  in  dens,  caves,  and  barrows^  chig  under  gro9fli 
<  the  more  effeftually  to  (helter  them  agabtft  the  fooid)iii| 
beams  of  the  fun.  Mandefloe,  indeed,  averts  that  fmsfi^ 
is  a  place  very  confiderable  for  its  extent^  baiidings,  ftnw|^ 
and  populoufiiefs,  having  a  fort  mounted  ivith  oteaoa,  ibat 
commands  the  fea-port,  and  a  line  palace,  tfaerefidttioe  ofditf 
•nceroy.  Whether  this  be  fo  or  not,  'ti«  agrted  opofc  iB 
hands,  that  the  iflitnd  is  populous  and  fml^I,  under  thef^ 
vernment  of  a  prince  (foltan),  whowas  triia&tary^thedb* 
riffs  of  Arabia,  and  now  probably  to  the  Porte. 
•  Most  of  the  inhabitants  2^  Mohaif^eismi^  AiMffg  diete' 
felves  Jrahs ;  and  indeed  their  manners  and  langtiage  bcsTi 
flrong  pefeipblance,  if  they  be  not  altogether  the  fame.  Tbc 
whole  country  abounds  in  cattle  and  truit,  with  Vhich,  tsA 
fome  other  commodities,  they  trade  to  Goa,  where  they  sf« 
better  received  than  the  native  Arahs^  wJio  are  not  pcrioi*^^ 
to  enter  that  town  without  f  afl^ts.  The  produce  of  dtf 
i(k^  confifbs  chiefly  m  aJo«6,  fiwnkiacenfe,  ftmbe^^e,  is^ 
goa's  bk>o<},  f  ice,  datea  and  oorsd  (CX  whick  aie  trisfportcd 

■••••■  bm 

^  Mand£&i.o{;,  apiid  Haf risft  toiD.  i  p.  7j4« 

.  *  (C)  The  aloes  brought  from  eafily  diftinguiflied  byitsgloffy 
thence,  called  SocotorinA  argw  furtice  and  tranfparency  froa 
.fiifoliafpiaofa^  fore  purpurea^  is     every  other  kind  of  this  plaat. 
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%m  GoM^  aver  many  parts  of  the  Indies^  and  lo  all  the  king* 
riomiti  Eurt^i  whence,  aiife  gr^c  prpfit  to  ^e  {traders^ 
ttlid  advantages  t9  the  inhabitants,  who  are  luxurioufly  fup- 
1^  ^vith  all  the  aeceflarles  of  fife,  in  exdiange  for  dieSr 
iOflUDodities.    Formerly  tbey  had  a  more  immediate  inter- 
bmirie  with  Eumj^^  by  means  of  the  Eqfi  India  Ihippin^ 
Irhtch  freqiieady  itopt  here^  when  dHappointed  of  their  pau^ 
m^  eidier  by  being  too  early  or  too  lace  for  the  monfoons ; 
lut  now  the  ikted  period  of  thofe  winds  ait  fo  weQ  afi:er-    ^ 
luaed,  that  this  fovt  Is  intirdy  neglected. 
r  Th^  climate,  fkys  Da^p^r,  is  a{;ceeding  hot;  to  whic!^ 
1^  ajcribes  the  Ibort  contiottanoe  of  rain,  which  feldom  ex* 
eeecb  two  or  three  weeks  in  the  feafon.    This  defcA,  how- 
|Ver»  is  happily  remedied  by  heavy  dews,  occafioned  b^  thfc 
lofty  mountains,  whofe  tops  are  always  covered  with  foow, 
li  faugh  as  to  iptpp  the  douds,  condenie  tbetn>  and  afterward^ 
lUoIve  them  in  a  Idnd  of  heavy  mift  or  fog,  which  tho* 
ghly  waters  the  earth.    Xhere  are  befides  fome  rivet$ 
ig  from  ^rings,  which  are  never  afle^d  by  the  drieft  fisa- 
i;  and  on  ,tbe  coaft  are  fome  wells  di%  by  thi  ArdU^ 
^  other  parts  are  totally  defiitute  of  water. 
hxx  the  inhabitants  are  either  natives  of  S^^torat  or 
V^$  %  theiib  calling  the  former  by  the  name  of  Beduihs,  of 
hpid  brutca.    They  are  diftii^iftied  into  two  forts  j  the 
'laUtants  af  the  coaft,  who  intennarry  with  thk/lrah,  and  , 
\  QiSieA  hitf  B^duins^  and  thofe  of  the  iDtcrior  parts,  who  ' 
jl^idly  adhere,  to  iheir  own  cufloms,  and  reckoit  it  a  hei- 
Ims  crime  ta  mingle  blood  with  ^nagners.    Tbefe  laft 
UoBe  are  the  true  B£dmns,  more  fair  than  the  Indians^  xnd 
jP'beautifiii  in  their  flupes,  that  they  might,  fays  Dapper, 
|a(s  for  hamiSg^c  Eur^ans ;  yet  are  they  deceitful,  lazy, 
sod  cowardly*  (u^riog  themfelve^  to  be  an  a  manner  en- 
laved  by  a  handful  of  ^r4ij»  and  attending  nothing  befid^ 
JMifl>atidry  and  pa^ure ;  both  which  are  chiefly  carried  on  by 
ijibe women.*   Their  w^^capfi^     m^, butter,  rice,  date$^^ 
M  the  fiefli  of  their  oittle ;  and  their  doathing  is  j^read]^ 
WsiW  tothat  (rf  the  reft  of  thcinibiahitants,  who  teem  to^ 
Mk  nie  of  all  the  benefits  ojf  their  fituadap  and  commerce^ 
jit  the  £une  time  that  tb^  "iimt  the  pgrfoQ^advantsces,^ 

b  is  knt  tp  Emrvfe  in  lunw  with  an  arpxnatic  fia«!Os(&  but 
impt  ioiktns,  of^a  ydloiviib  ,t6b  weak  to  prevent  itf  bang 
red  colour  before  it  is  broke;'  difagreeable.  After  nA,  k  Is" 
^t,  Whea  reduced  to  powder»  by  mitcli  the  moft  tolerable  of 
Of  a  bright  go^d  colour.  Its  t%  whole  ^des,  a«ll  moft  uk 
^  it    bitter,   accompanied    uie  ii^  thje  fhopa.    ; 
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the  former  ;  for  they  are  of  a  mean  ftature,  dufky  tom- 
plexion,  lean  habit,  hideout  in- their  features,  but  hardy, 
healthy,  and  ftrong,  to  an  extreme  ^.  With  this  account 
ta  CroioQ  perfeftly  agrees,  except  where  he  ailerts  that,  in  ge- 
neral, .they  exceed  the  common  ftature,  and  have  fhort  black 
frizzled  hair.  They  feed  upon  fifh,  flefli,  milk,  butter,  and 
vegetables;  the  common  difti  being  a  compofition  of  all  thefe 
boiled  together,  with  which  they  eat  bread,  rice,  or,  wheb 
thefe  are  wanting,  dates,  which  they  form  into  a  kind  of 
pafte..  The  above  compofition  they  chiefly  ufe  inficknefsr, 
efteeming  it  a  kind  of  panacea,  capable  of  removing  ^  man- 
ner of  difeafes  •  an  opinion  to  which  they  are  fo  rivetted  as 
|o  be  blind  to  repeated  experience.  • 

As  to  their  drefs,  the  faftiion  differs  in  the.feveral  parts  of 
the  ifland  ;  and  fome  writers  affert,  that  the  native  Beduvns 
go  intirely  naked,  except  a  fmall  bit  of  cloth  tied  round  the 
loins,  and  ftffperided  in  form  of  an  apron.      Others  again  J 
fay,   that  they  wrap  up  the  privities  in  a  kind  of  pouch,  this    ; 
being  all  their  cloathing;  whilft  Thevet  2&xvas  that  the  body 
is  covered  with  a  long  robe,  and  the  head  with  a  cap  made    ; 
pf  gpat-fkins.     The  women  go  bare-headed,  and  wear  only    : 
the  'cloak  aijd  gown  oi  Camboliney  or  a  ftiift  made  of  goats 
hair..    In  general,  this  is  the  drefs  of  the  ifland,  arid  hangs    \ 
down  in  a  train  behind,  not  unbecoming,  thp'  extremely  in-    : 
commodious,   on  account  of  the  heat  of  the  climate ;  for 
their  method  is  to  tie  it  round  the  body  like  a  girdle,  when 
they  are  at  work. 

.  They  faliite  by  kifling  the  fhoulder ;  are  intirely  ignorant 
of  artSj  infomuch  that,  but  for  the  commerce  of  the  j^rabs^ 
they  would  be  deftitute  of  every  conveniency  of  life.  Read- 
ing and  writing,  and  the  more  liberal  arts,  they  are,  if  pof-  ; 
iible>  ftUl  more  ignorant  of,  and  deem  it  learning  enough 
that  they  are  able  to  reckon  their  cattle  by  nitches  made  on 
a  piece  of  wood ;  yet  they  are  extr^nely  ingenious  in  the 
Camboline  manufafture,  which  is  a  beautiful  fluff,  formed  out 
of  fuch  coarfe  materials  as  goats  hair. 

OssoRius  aflerts,  that  the  nati\^es  are  prohibited  poly- 
gamy, confining  themfelves  to  one  woman  during  her  life; 
but  ^11  modern  geographers  deny  this  to  be  true;  afHrming 
thnt  their  fortunes  and  inclinations  are  the  only  reftriftions; 
and  that  they  divprce  them  at  pleafure,  either  for  a  time  or 
for:pyer,  ^They  may  even  be  the  fathers  of  children,  with- 
out being  obliged  to  maintain  either  the  women  or  children, 
flft$r  they  are  delivered,  provided  only  that,  during  her  preg-* 

^  PAFPBR,ibi4.  TH£VJPT,l,iv.  c.  II. 

nancy, 
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nancy,  (he  declatc  to  whom  (he  will  give  the  child,  when  it 
fees  the  light.  For  this  purpofe,  the  father  Idndles  a  fire  be- 
fore the  door  of  his  hut  or  cave,  and  then  makes  proclama- 
tion that  he  will  give  away  the  infant,  of  which  his  wife  is 
on  the  point  of  being  delivered.  After  this,  he  fixes  upon  fome 
particular  perfon  for  its  adoptive  father,  to  whom  the  infant 
IS  carried  immediately  after  its  birth.  Here  it  meets  with  all 
that  tendernefs,  kindnefs,  and  thofe  careffes  which  are  de- 
nied it  by  the  unnatural  father,  is  given  to  a  nurfe,  and  or- 
dered to  be  fed  with  goats  nfilk.  Thefe  children  are  called 
the  fons  or  daughters  ofjmoke ;  and  it  frequently  happens 
that  a  good-natured  man,  who  is  himfelf  incapable  of  get- 
ting one,  (hall  have  the  honour  of  rearing  a  dozen  children, 
upon  whom  he  beflows  all  the  affeftlon  of  a  real  parent. 
This  is  perhaps  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  and  unnatural 
cuftoms.that  hiftory  can  inftance,  as  it  feems  to  be  founded 
upon  no  principle  of  religion,  policy,  or  inclination,  but  up- 
on mere  caprice  only ;  for  it  is  common  wiA  a  father,  who 
expofes  his  own,  to  adopt  the  children  of  others,  and  re- 
quit;^,  by  his  kindnefTes  to  the  latter,  the  good  offices  due  to' 
the  former. 

The  Socotorans  are  no  lefs  fingular  in  another  cuftom, 
which  equally  reflefts  upon  their  humanity  ;  for  they  com- 
monly bury  their  iick  before  they  have  breathed  their  lafl, 
making  no  diftinftion  between  a  dying  and  a  dead  perfon. 
Indeed  their  prognoftics  are  infallible ;  and  hoW  fhould  it  be 
otherwife,  when  they  never  permit  nature  to  make  thofe  vi-' 
gorous  efforts,  which  it  frequently  does  towards  a  crifis,  and 
in  the  laft  extremity.  They  efteem  it  a  duty  to  put  the  pa- 
tient as  foon  as  poflible  out  of  pain ;  and  make  this  their  re- 
quefl  to  their  friends,  when  they  are  on  the  fick  bed,  which^ 
in  all  acute  diforders,  may  be  called  the  death-bed;  When  a 
fether  of  a  family  finds  himfctf  thus  circumftanced,  ^  and  ap- 
prehends that  his  difTolutiotHs  near,  he  aflembles  his  chil- 
dren around  him,  whether  natural  or  adopted,  his  parents, 
>vives,  fervants,  and  all  his  conneftions,  whom  he  ftrenu- 
oufly  exhorts  to  a  compliance  with  the  following  articles  of 
his  laft  will :  never  to  admit  any  alteration  in  the  dpftrine  or 
cuftoms  of  their  anceftors ;  never  to  intermarry  with  fo- 
reigners; never  to  permit  an  affront  done  to  them  or  their 
predecef][brs,or  a  beaft  ftole  from  either  of  them,  to  go  unpu- 
i^ed ;  and,  laftly,  never  to  fuffer  a  friend  to  lie  in  pain, 
when  they  can  relieve  him  by  death.  Such  are  the  extraor- 
dinary requefts  of  the  dying  man  :  after  which  he  makes  the 
fignal  to  have  the  laft  of  them  performed  upon  himfelf,  and 
expires,    frequently  this  laft  duty  is  performed  by,  means  of 

a  white 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


0^  nfH^(^ifiUAfnc9nJf/f(mds.B 

white  Uquor  of  a  Aron^  poifooous  <juality,  which  exfudes 
from  a  tree  peculiar  to  tma  iflaad,  of  which  nd  writer  either 
giives  the  name  or  defcription.  Hence  it  is,  that  1^^  mur> 
icrs  are  more  common  here  than  b  any  country  in  the  woiid ; 
for,  befidcs  the  inhuman  cuftom  laft-mentioncd,  the  other 
requefts  of  dying  men  produce  numberl^s  quarrels^  and  ea- 
tall  family-feuds  and  bloodfhed  upon  their  pofterhy  for  ge* 
aerations^  by  taking  revenge  of  the  injuries  done  to  their  au- 
rora. , 

Ti}£i&  chief  ma^Arates,  neact  in  rank  to  the  MtM,  are 
the  caeif,  Or  iodamQs^  who  juike  and  determine  in  all  canfes 
politick  and  ecclefiaftical,  civil  or  crhninaL  Thofe  hoddnm 
hold  tbdr  employme(xt  for  a  year ;  but  the  Ihortnefs  of  its 
duration  is  compenfated  l^  the  extraordinary  power  and  dig- 
nity annexed  to  the  offica ;  it  being;  the  lofs  of  an  arm  to 
touch  a  bit  of  fticki  or  a  crofs,  the  &dges  of  their  anthoriiy^ 
mth  which  they  never  part  while  they  are  m  employment 
There  is  no  appeal  frc^n  this  tribunal,  nor  can  the  fucceflor 
f everfe  any  decrees  pafled  before  his  coming  into  office*  U 
^  man  pinched  vdth  hunger,  and  ready  to  periih  with  famiae» 
relieves  his  neceftities  by  Healing  a  fheep  or  goa^t,  he  imiliedi- 
ately  takes  fimftnarv  in  a  temple;  but  if  he  be  overtaken  by 
the  lawful  owner,  before  he  has  met  with  any  perlbn  in  the 
afyliim»  then  he  lofes  his  right  haod  ;  for,  in  that  cafe,  % 
tfiey,  he  entered  the  tempk  contrary  to  the  will  of  heaven, 
as  was  apparent  by  no  one's  being  ready  to  recdve  him 
there  ♦, 

It  has  been  fuppofed  by  (oKle  authors,  that  the  Seduins 
were  Chriftians  of  Si.  Tbomas^  or  ja€Qbites ;  that  4$^  Francis 
Xavier  converted  many  of  them  to  the  true  &ith ;  and  that 
the  cuflc»n  prevalent  among  them^  of  aflumii^  the  name  of 
Icxne  faint,  is  an  evident  proof  of  their  religion.  But  Dap^ 
jufily  obferves,  that  the  calendar  of  &iats  afibrd  no  fudi 
names  as  I/uaa,  Sumaa^  Xambe^  Taram^^  and  fuch-Iike,  die 
only  appellatives  known  in  Socotora.  The  miftake,  he  be- 
lieves, arifes  from  their  giving  ;he  nzmt  of  Maria  to  women; 
but  MaruL,  he  affirms,  is  only  a  generlcal  term  JB  their  Ian- 
gnage ;  and  in  this  he  is  followed  by  ta  Crdx.  It  is  titie, 
they  oradtife  the  rite  of  circumciflon,  nnd  are  fo  icrupuloas 
in  this  fuperftition,  that  thqr  cut  oS  the  fingers  of  thofe 
whofe  parents  have  neglefted  to  f  erfbrm  the  operation  upon 
them,  or  have  themiehres  rofuied  it  i  bu,t  tlua  is  acuilom,  as 
We  have  already  obferved,  common  aoKHig  all  primitive  and 
barbarous  nations;  whnefs  the  negroes  on  the  cpalU  o£ 

*  DikViTY,  t.  V.  foL  657,  Maitf.  L  ill.  O8SOR.  I.  V.  . 
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^pka^  of  Americut  tod  tii«  iph»biunts  of  the  iflaads  of  tlie 
T^ftfijA^rii^,  or  fe^them  ccmda^at.  It  is  likewife  true 
l^m  they  irfiierv^  4^f  ^t  $t  leaA  fafts  cquiv«leat  to  1^ 
liriMch  th^  bwi^  ^  obferve  «t  the  oew'ipoon  inf  March,  ab* 
fiaiding,  for  tAe  fpace  of  66  dayf,  from  inilk«  butter,  fldfa^ 
fiAi*  (^d  IWifC  whoUy  V|»9a  datep,  rice,  hooey,  and  vege- 
|i^^ }  pnocu^leg  the  hooey  from  AraUa,  in  exchange  for 
i^kiea  luid  frin)iim:f  nfe.  They  have  altars  aod  crofles ;  bot 
aa  t)i^  are  totireiy  ^noraot  of  every  tenet  of  the  Chriftiaa 
l^urfih*  mihiog  certain,  we  think,  can  be  deduced  from  ce- 
fcanimiea  and  lifagea  handed  dowo  by  tradition,  of  whidi 
^ey  cao  give  IK>  flftaniier  of  accounts  or  for  which  they  can* 
jQqit  produpe  a  Ungle  re^^n.  May,  ib  far  from  being  follow- 
fra-of  Cbrift,  th^are,  if  we  may  credit  the.  moft  authentic 
fMcherSp  Sjrok  tdolatert,  aiul  worihippets  of  the  moon^ 
T^hkh  tbf^  eibem  as  the  creative  prinetple  of  aU  things ;  a- 
ilpiioa  extremely  incoofift^t  with  Thdfm,  much  more  wick 
Chtn&mitf,  and  the  doftrioea  of  redemption.  In  great 
4i«Mghtatb^  aflfti»bie  id  a  foltoui  manoer^  andofier  tip 
their  petitions  to  this  luminary.  They  make  a  public  facri* 
Ike  to  her  tonilar^  the  begi»6ing  of  Lent^  and  offer  up  whole 
becotomlis  of  go^ti  m  honour  of  her ;  they  enter  into  their 
mnplea  whenever  the  mooA  rifes  or  fet$,  and  praAife  feveral 
pdher  religiotta  cerononiea^  which  prove  them  to  be  the  zea« 
kKis  notaries  of  this  mcooihuit  deity,  and  totally  ignorant  cf 
^  principles  of  the  true  faith,  la  Cr^x  relates,  that,  at 
t^e  rifing  and  fetting  of  the  moon,  or  more  probably  at  the 
mw  and  full  kioob,  they  make  a  fokmn  proceffion  three 
^U»ea  round  tbeir  tempks,  or  mpfaanwsy  and  thrice  round 
^ebr  buryi^^piaces,  ftiiking  againil  each  other  two  pieoea 
€^  odoriferous  wood,  about  a  yard  long,  which  each  man 
fcolds  in  his  handa.  This  ceremony  they  perform  thre» 
times  in  the  cby,  and  as  often  at  night;  after  which,  put** 
tho^  a  large. cai^Mroe^  fufpended  by  three  chains,  over  a 
great  fire,  they  dip  into  k  fpiinters  of  ^wood,  with  which  , 
tJbey.  Kght  ihm  akars,  and  the  porch  of  the  temple.  Tbcy 
tben  put  mp  their  prayers  to  the  moon,  that  ihe  will  en* 
lighten  them  with  her  d^tnse  countenance,  {tied  upon  theflt 
Jier  benigu  influence,  and  never  permit  foreigners  to  intei^mix 
yitb  th^.     There  is  alfo  an  aonual  procei£on  made  round 

^  temples^  preceded  by  a  cro&,  the  whole  ending  upon 
the  prieft's  clapping  his  hands  together,  as  a  fignal  that  the 
noon  is  lireJ  with  thdr  wor&ip^  Others  fay,  that  the  fig- 
mi  €Ofiiifts  in  cuttimg  off  the  fe^rs  of  the  perfen  who  holds 
1^  crofe ;  In  j^ecompence  for  which  he  has  ^ven  him  a  ftick, 
.lifith -certain marks,  prohibiting  afl  perfons  of  whatever  de^ 
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gree  or  condition  to  molcft  or  hurt  him  ever  after ;  nay,  to  aid 
and  affift  him  with  all  their  power,  in  whatever  mannor  he 
may  require  their  help,  and  to  refpeA  and  honour  him  as  a 
martyr  to  religion,  under  the  penalty  of  corporal  puoifii- 
ment,  and  the  lo(s  of  an  arm  *. 

This  account  of  La  Croix  is  perfeftly  confiftent  with  what 
Sir  Thomas  Roe  relates,  in  his  journal,  of ^ the  religion  and 
manners  of  the  natives  of  Socotora.    From  the  laft-men- 
tioned  writer  we  fiiall  further  obferve,  that  he  found  the  in- 
habitants of  this  ifland  to  confift  of  four  different  forts  of 
men ;  viz.  of  Arabs ^  whom  the  king  of  Caxem  had  fent  to " 
keep  the  ifland  in  fubje£Hon  to  him ;  of  flaves  to  the  prince> 
who  are  employed  in  preparing  aloes,  expreffing  it,  and  put- 
ting it  into  bladders  ;  of  Beduins,  the  primitive  inhabitants 
of  the  ifland,  who  were  baniflicd  to  the  mountains  till  they 
fubmitted  to  the  yoke,  and  agreed  to  breed  up  their  children ' 
in  the  Mohammedan  religion ;  and,  laftly,  of  favages,  mA 
long  hair,  who  live  naked  in  the  woods,  and  refufe  all  fode-  ' 
ty ;  perhaps  the  forcerers  and  magicians  mentioaed  by  Marco  '' 
Paolo  in  his  travels  f. 

To  the  above  account  of  the  Socotorans^  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  add  the  general  charafter  of  them  given  by  Man* , 
dejloe^  who  was  an  accurate  obferver  and  defcriber  rf  man- 
ners. They  live,  fays  this  writer,  chi^y  upon  fifli,  roots, 
and  fruit.  They  ufe  their  women,  who  are  chiefly  Arekli* 
arts  J  with  great  tendernefs;  but  are  fo  jealous  that  they  never 
permit  them  to  be  feen  by  a  ftrangcr.  As  they  are  crafty 
and  deceitful  themfelves,  fo  they  are  fufpicious  of  the  fame 
infmcerity  in  others;  they  adulterate  their  commodities,  and  , 
expeft  that  thofe  they,  deal  with  have  done  the  fame.  The 
ifland  affords  fome  indifferent  oranges,  tobacco,  citrons,  and 
cocoa-nuts ;  but  they  feldom  come  to  maturity,  on  account 
of  the  ftony,  dry,  and  fandy  foil.  Their  chief  commodity  is 
aloes ;  and  they  have  alfo  dragons  blood,  and  keep  great 
numbers  of  civet-c^ts ;  fo  that  this  commodity  may  be  pur- 
chafed  at  Socotora  for  three  or  four  cravfusper  ounce,  which 
ftiews  how  plentiful  it  is ;  but,  unhappily,  there  is  no  me- 
thod of  being  fecured  from  fraud  ;  for  they  find  methods  of 
adulterating  even  the  civet. 

The  Socotorans  have  no  wild  fowl,  and  great  fcardty  of 
tame ;  yet  are  not  deilitute  of  cows,  camels,  affes,  and  iheep, 

•  La  Croix,  ibid,  Tensel.  in  vit.  Xav.  1.  i.  c.  8.  f  Marco 
Paolo,  apud  Harris,  t.  i.  p.622.  La  Croix,  t.  iv.p.  ico.  Bau- 
DRAND,  fub  hac  voce.  Bower's  geog.  t.ii.  p.507,  l)APPfi»f 
nbifapra.    La  Martiniere,  p.  87.  3.  2. 
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with  goats,  whofe  hair  upon  the  thighs  is  curled  in  the 
manner  in  which  fetyrs  ^  painted.  Their  arms  arc  fwords 
with  large  hilts,  without  a  guard,  poniards  with  long  blades, 
wWeh  diey  conlkntly  wear  ftuck  in  then-  girdle,  and  fire- 
arms, whfch  they  manage  with  fome  dexterity,  but  can- 
not keep  in  order,  or  free  from  ruft  ;  fo  that  in  a  few 
weeks  they  are  rendered  ufelefs.  They  are  remarkably  ex- 
pert in  the  ufe  of  fmall  bucklers,  which  they  wield  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  proteft  every  part  of  the  body,  and  ate  wounded 
only  when  their  ihoulders  are  pierced  or  cut  down  by  blows. 
Though  they  live  in  an  ifland,  and  trade  with  the  continent, 
they  are  ignorant  of  navigation,  and  have  no  other  veflels 
than  flat-bottomed  fifliing-boats,  with  which,  however,  they 
weadicr  great  ftorms.  The  torrents  that  tumble  down  from 
the  mountains  like  rivers,  either  in  rainy  weather,  or  whea 
die  fbow  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains  is  melted  by  the  fun 
fcffidently  fuppiies  all  foreign  /hipping  with  water.  Though 
they  are  Mohammedans^  yet  they  worfhip  the  fun  and  moon; 
Ckiftians  or  infidels,  their  religion  is  a  ftrange  mixture  of 
trudi  and  infidelity  (E).  But  one  would  imagine  that  ido- 
latry and  paganifm  prevail,  from  the  folemn  proceffions  and 
facrifices  made  to  thofe  luminaries^ 

Between  Soeotora  and  Cape  Gardafui  ftands  another 
iflaad,  called  Add  Kurin,  poffefled  chiefly  by  y/r^x,  whofe 
manners  have  nothing  particular.  Of  this  ifland  we  find  oa 
mention  made  in  voyages,  or  by  geographers. 

*  ^£),  In  that  curious  difcourfe  orders  to  dirpoiTefs  them,  and  tm 

iijimZeidAl  HuffaniitLFur^  fettle  a   new  colony.     .Then 

lias,  we  find  the  following  ac-  he  commanded  the  governors, 

|oont  of  their  Chriilianity :—  whom  he  had  appointed  over 

when  Alexander  fubdiied  Fer-  the  dominions  of  the  conquered 

jE8;his'preceptor-r^r/>?(?///,with  Darius^  to  protca,this  infant 

*tem  he  correfponded,  wrote  fettlement,  which, remained  in 

10  hiitt  to  look  out  carefully  for  paganifm  till  the  time  of  Jefus 

Ae  ifland  of  5tfrfl/flrtf,  that  pro-  Chrift,     After  this,  and  as  the 

doced  aloes,  a  famous  drug,  gofpel  was  propagated  in  Gr/wr, 

withoat  which  the  medicinal  the   Sccotorans   embraced    the 

hieru  could  not  be  made  up.  faith,  after  the  example  of  the 

Jle  advifed  him  to  remove  the  other  Greeh,  theh:  countrymen, 

jnhabitants,    and  to  plant  the  which  they,  as  well  as  the  in- 

ifland  yiixh  Greeh,   that  they  habitants  of  the  other  iflands 

might  fend   aloes  into  Greece^  have   prefcryed  to    this    day 

Syria,  ZT\d  Egypt.   Accordingly  (3).  ..      ' 

Alexander   gave  the  neceflary 

Thk 
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f  TiiE  n«t  ifiands  with  which  we  meet^  aceordil^  to  ]fm 

dt  Cq/lrff,  an  accurate  Portugucft  ro^/ugttt  are  a  daflor  tf 

imall  if\mi%  calkd  ihe  j*^^  i$j/&friy  or,  as  oliier^  lili^iiK, 

the  7W  S^ers,  between  Sac6tora  and  the  ifland  of  ^Mi/ 

JiftiWiz ;  hfifides  Sdrh,  Shaman  DAUakdi  afid  Mi^^  on  tbe 

jtiifinidn. coaH';.  all  of  them  inhabited^  ^lireU-watered  ti^itfi 

wtlk  and  rrrBleta,  flocked  with  catttei  and  coveted  indi 

gratiii  gra£i,  and  fmir-trees  *• 

Sf.  Mary       We  next  come  to  th6  iftands  fitnace  roauA  Madaatfcar: 

Illand.      and  grft  ta  the  ifknd  of  Saint  Mafj,  calied  b)r  the  tOindas^ 

;md  the  inhabitants  of  Madagafedr^  Ncjl  Ibrahim^  or  the  ^ 

if  Abraham^  lying  faetwhtt  1 6  and  ly  de^^reea  of  nerth  liiiif- 

<  tsde,  oppofifie  to  the  momb  of  the  iffer  Mmmt^h^H^  nil. 

abost  two  leagaies  from  the  Aiofc.    The  kigtb  fros  toA. 

ta  fouth  is  about  eighteen  leagnesi  and  Its  }akaA^  near  tl«i| 

from  eaft  to  weft.    To  the  tonth  of  it  iheiw  A«adi  afiad 

Ifianid,  feparaaed  by  a  narrow  ca»id/ &e«  Aove  three  fttboi 

orer,  fo  fertile,  rkh|  and  abetadant,  in  graft,  frafit^r  ^>  ^ 

Ae  inabitanta  id  Saint  Mary  fend  their  cattle  hkhtf  tofit^ 

ten,  sad  by  oot  large  {daotaiSons  of  ifce^ooriy  zoott^  aal 

bnitft;  notwkfaAaiufog  which  diey  hate  not  thM^ 

to  plant  any  colony  in  it.    Thb  la  ptobably  dbe  Suneimt 

wfakk  fheo»t  places  ia  the  bottwi  of  the  Aay  ii^bml^ 

which  be  highly  praifes  (ot  ha  beiaiify  and  ferfliif ^  2$  tm 

taibr  the  &£^oriC9barboi»r»  <Mie««f»A  fMqaMltd  by  dn 

Di^/ci^,  in  thdr.ettiy  voya^  to  the  B^fi  MU0  f.    Mn 

the  ifland  of  Saint  Mary,  it  is  furrounded  by  rodcs,  over 

which  (die  caaoeipafs  when  die  fiMtefal^)  biit«eki«^#a* 

ier  they  wte  covered  fearcdy  wkh  it  fSoit  tai  wal6P,  ivlkft 

lenders  the  coaft  dango*ons,  andf,  but  ta  ceris&a  |^btC6  "^ 

acceffible  to  (hipping.    On  ^very  pAtt  6f  HyB  coaft, , 

-  quanthies  of  white  coral,  and  gneat  variety  of  &i^  <  ' 

moft  beautiful  ihapes  and  colourSt  ue  ^wn^  wjiich  t^i.  mr 

tives  n£sd  td  carry  to  the  Frmch  ftdery  jmi  Mkdtgif/fiar^  $0^ 

now  fi^  to  fiach  of  the  £airij|0iaait  fl^ 

thei^    The  whole  iflaiMi;ia  divided  by  rivers,  biwoks^  mk 

running  fprings,  that  girve  fertility  to  tht  foil,  and  beMy  t« 

tite  fcene,  enriched  on  every  fide  by  plantadoris  of  ric*,  tftf* 

let,  yams,  fmit»  and  aH  kinds  of  vegetables ;  of  which  tiMf 

crops  are  .produced  yearly.    Fine  large  fugar-canes  jjrOij^ 

fpontanfioufly ;  and  this  ifland  is  capt^b  of  being  improvea 

into  a  very  valuable  fugar  colony.    They  have  alfo  the  to^ 

bacco-plant  in  greater  perfe^lioii  i^n  on  the  ifland  of  Alih. 

'    *  Prevost,  t.  i.  p.  19a.  i  fhtbOVO%-i'i  Hift.  of  Madaij 

gfrfrar,  c.  xviii. 

^  4  daga/can 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


C^r   *    ^the  Hifiory  pf  Ibe  hincm  Jfiink:  J35 

Jkgrfcar ;  and  indeed  equal  to  that  of  America.  T\»  ait  is 
extremely  mmft,  there  b^iog  hardly  a  day  in  the  year  ia 
\ti%ich  it  does  sot  raia  within  the  compafs  of  twenty-four 
hoors,  and  fireqnently  a  ^^eek  without  any  intermiffion. 
Their  cattle  are  fat  and  good,  are  oarer  conBoed  witUa 
folds  or  fenoesy  bat  permitted  to  wander  aboat  at  full  ii<> 
berty,  in  every  part  of  the  ifland ;  their  own  fiigadty  pre* 
venting  their  daaagifi^  the  plantations.  A  oonfideraUe 
quantity  of  apsbei^^ife  is  fbnnd  upon  the  es^ern  ihcMne^ 
Ufhich  the  inhaintan£s  gather  to  make  ofienng$  of  iacenfe  ta 
tht^ix  ^nmotwugv^s,  or  the  tombs  of  their  aDceftor&  There 
sre  a&b  feveral  kinds  of  gnm  produced  here,  which  they  it& 
ia  pei^met,  partkolarfy  Tacamahaca,  of  a  fragrant  delight* 
M  odonr,  approaching  to  that  of  lavender  an4  ambergriie 
^). ,  Though  the  virtaes  of  this  refin  arc  reckoned  very  kiP 
f9Q(derabie  in  Europe,  the  negroes  of  Sahtt  Mary  iflaadj^ige 
iff  otherwife ;  and  experience,  we  are  told,  hsa  tonfimwdl 
^^  liieir  optaiofi;  for  they  apply  it  with  great  advantage  exter*^ 
irily,  for  difcufgng  and  maturating  haxnoors,  and  abadog 
|iiasaii<iaciiesofthelind>s;  and  indeed  the  finqiranoe  of  ihe 
Siiv  fert  would  feem  to  imlicats  other  indentions  and  vktnes^ 
^  its  being  appticable  to  higher  purpoTes  (O)* 

StNt  E  the  Frefwb  were  fettled  on  Bt^  Msry\  h  h  beeooBi 
flUndi  ibGtre  |)opuk>ns  than  befefee;  acMr  dates  the  dnsf  of  A<» 
<i^w«rfetfootoa  thesSand,tboiig^lbsnKrly  haa&dtcl  ; 
€arry  fire  and  fword  amongft  the  poor  natives,  and  was  a 
icpQrge>lifhich  they  dreaded  jnore  than  inirae  and  peftikzxx. 
Therd  aj€  at  prefabt  teri  ob  twidve  viUagtt^  aad  at  kail  700 
^Ive^,  of  Z^  Araim%  or  foos  of  At^abmu  TInar  fin 
"^^  or  chle^  c^Bed  Raignt^ky  theiba  of  R^fiwmm^  Aai 
^f  ehkf  of  the  race  of  Abrrniomy  is  idfo  acknowleged  tbo 
k(^  of  this  ioBt  aU  over  the  iibnd  vAMaJkgafcar. 
:.  TKKiflanderstenfioy  tlneniftlves  is  cahivating  rioe,  yaasv 
ff^i  beatks,  ^d  ak  kinds  of  pnlfeji  on  winch  theydiijisftf 
%c-  'They  are  partkniaiiy  fend  of  eaoching  1^  nets  Of 
^^»  %  kiad  <£Mbl  tiuy  call  JUmrMsr  wi»ch  they  carry  for 
^toMmkg^cnr;  efvery  fifieieih  beia^  paid  as  a  dot^ 

[  C^)  Tins  g«im»  er,  aauv       (G)IlieaativaBtcMttsof  a 

F^pcdyt  r«&9,i»  fentovsr  ia  tree  of   the  g^rowdi  of  tMs' 

roBDd  fhells^  and  btara  a  high  iflaad^  the  Ihiit  ef  which  ukes 

FKe  in  tKs  fbops,  thou^  ia  root  in  th^  groand  iauaediaftel/ 

l^ral,  the  Jm^ricauTac^ma^  after  its  dropping  off  the  hfanch. 

^  is  fcrbflStuted  in  its  room.  This  tree  tftcy  call  niout.  ymd 

^^thcaioftafcd.  xtLtFrinA.rjoutiiout  (^}. 
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fbvereigri.  They  will,  on  no  confideration,  ally  themfdves  to 
X^hriftians,tho'  they  live  upon  good  terms  with  them;  pro* 
.bably  from  fome  faint  remains  of  their  antient  Juda^Jm, 
Jfandof  .  We.  (hall  next  defcribe  the  ifland  oi Mafcareique,  Mafca^ 
Bourbon,  renhas,  St ,  j^poUohiony  ox  Bourbon.  The  two  forniernames 
were  given  it  by  the  Portuguefey  who  were  the  firft  difcover- 
ers;  the  third  it  had  from  all  the  Europeans  till  the  yeat 
1654,  wjien  the  Sieur /Ziwr^wrf ,  governoT  of  Fort  Dauphin 
and  all  the  French  fettlemcnts  in  Madagafcar,  taking  poflef* 
fionof  this,  called  it  Bourbon;  by  which  name  it  is  now  ge- 
nerally known.  It  ftands  eaft  of  Madagafcar ,  under  21  de- 
grees thirty  minutes  fouth  latitude,  about  370  miles  diftant 
from  the  coaft  of  that'  ifland.  Its  form  is  oval,  thirteen 
leagues  in  length  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  ten  in  breadth  froffi 
fouth  to  north  ;  in  all  about  46  miles  in  circuit.  Although 
Flancourt  took  pofleflion  of  Bourbon  in  the  king's  tiame,  yet 
no  colony  was  eftabliflied  here  till  the  French  had  abandoned 
Madagafcar  \  on  which  occafion  a  confiderable  fettlement 
was  fixed'  here  in  1672.  There  are  many  good  roads  for 
Shipping  round  Bourbon j  particularly  on  the  north  and  fouth 
fides ;  but  hardly  a  fingle  harbour,  where  the  fhips  can  ride 
fecure  againft  thofe  hurricanes  which  blow  during  the  mon* 
foons.  '  Indeed  the  coaft  is  fo  furrounded  with  blind  rocks 
funk  a  few  feet  below  the  water,  that  entrance  into  the  har- 
bours, at  leaft  coafting  along  the  fhore,.  is  at  all  times  dan- 
gerous.      .  . 

On  the  fouthem  extremity,  there  is  a  volcano,  which  con- 
tinually fpews  out  flames,  fmoke^  and  fulphur,  with  a  hideous 
roaring  nbife,  terrible  in  the  night  td  mariners  ;  no  lefs  fo, 
fays  La  Croix,  than  the  ifland  del  Fuego  of  the  Cape  de  Verdst 
mount  Hecla  of  Iceland,  and  we  may  add  moupts  JEtna  or 
Vefuvius.  There  is  an  ifland,  of  which  we  know  not  the 
name,  ftanding  about  twenty  leagues  from  this  volcano,  that 
would  feem  to  be  wholly  formed  of  the  aflies  and  liquid  ml- 
.  nerals  thrown  out  by  it.  *  In  croiSng  over  the  ifland  from 
fouth  to  north,  you  meet  with  a  fine  plain,  fix  miles  in  cir- 
cumference,, with  a  lake,  in  the  middle,  and  a  river  flowing 
from  each  fide  of  it,  that  divides  the  ifland  into  two  parts. 

The  climate,  tho'  intenfely  hot,  is  healthy,  being  reftefhed 
by  cooling  gales  that  blow  morning  and  evening  from  the 
fea  or  land.  Sometimes,  however,  terrible  hurricanes  ftiake 
the  whole  ifland  almoft  off  its  foundation,  and  affright  the 
inhabitants ;  but  generally  without  any  other  bad  confe- 
quence.  No  country  can  be  more  happily  watered  thaa 
Bourbon ;  every  fide  of  which  is  refrefhed  by  rivulets,  fprings, 
and  murmuring  brook^^  which  tumble  in*  delightful  cafcades 

dowB 
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jiowa  the  .crevices  and  chinjfs  of.  the.  mouatains  into  the 
fea.     To  m<^  of  thefe  the  French  have  given  names,  calling 
Jhem  all  r|yerS|  a^  the  great  river  of  Golet^  St,  John's  river, 
the  Eqfiem  riyev,  and  the  rivers  of  St,  Giles  and  St,  Stephen. 
;    The  ifland  abounds  in  fruit,  grafs,  and  cattle  ;.  though 
before  the /r^ncA  fettled  upon  it,,  the  latter  were  hardly 
^pipwn,  and  the  country  was  almoft  a  defert.     It  produces 
excellent  tobacco,  which  the  French  have  planted  there,  aloeSj, 
white  pepper,  ebony,  palm,  and  other  kinds  of  wood  and 
fruit-trees,  fpontaneoufly.     It  even  yields  wood  fit  for  fhip- 
building,  and  a  great  variety  of  trees  that  yield  odoriferous 
gums  and  refills  ;  among,  the  reft,  benzoin  of  an  excellent 
kindi  and  in  great  abundance.     Notwithftalnding  the  quan- 
tity of  w^iit^  ^pepper  (hrubs,  they  never  could  discover  eithei; 
the  plant  that  bears  i;he  black  pepper,  or  cubebs,  though  this 
Jaft  has  been  frequently, found  with  the  inhabitants.     The 
rivers  are  well-ftocked  with  fiiH,  the  coafts  with  land  and  fea 
tortoifes,  every  part  of  the  country  with  horned  cattle,  as  well 
as  hogs  and  goats ;  the  former  imported  from  Europe^  and 
|ince  exceedingly  multiplied.     The  pork  here  is  reckoned 
delicious,    and ,  attributed   to  a  very  extraordinary  caufe ; 
namely,  > the  bogs  livi^kg  upon .  turtle,  which  conn'oifleurs  in 
eatingaffirm^gives  a  flavour,  delicacy,  and  richrxefs,*  to  the 
fie(h,^beyopd  what  they  have  ever  tafted  in  other, countries 
(H).    Xike  Ireland,  this  ifland  is  remarkable  for  harbouring 
np  noxious  or  poifonous  animal ;  and  pollibly  both  accounts 
may  deferve  equal  credit.     Certain,  however,  it  is,  that,  be- 
fore the  FrenfhStpii&i.  there,  no  man  ever  faw  a  moufe,  rat, 
ant,  gnat,  ferpent,*  toad,  or  any  other  animal  offeafive  or 
troublefome  to  ipen.     Ambergrife,^  c<3|ral,  and  the  moft  beau- 
tiful ftiells,  are  leathered  upon  the  fl:i6re.     The  woods  are 
filled  with  gamcy.  fuch  as  turtle-doves,  paroquet;s,  pigeons, 
^nd  a  great  variety  of  other  birdsj  equally  beautiful  to  the 
€ye,  and  pleafant  to  tlie  palate.' 

•  (ri)  This  relation,  La  Croix  food;     All  this  while,  thought 

^ys,  he  had  from  three  French-^  half  the;  time  naked,   they  en- 

w«r  baniihed  hither  from  Ma-  joyed  perfedl  health  ;  a  circum- 

^Z'^fioTx    before  a  fettlement  iUnce  which  they  wholly  attri- 

was  formed.     They  lived  here  buced,   though  falfely,  to  the      ' 

tjircc  years  iri  exile,  by  order  wholfomenels    of    the   pork, 

of  the    governor^   feeding   all  Indeed  La  Croix  feems  to  look 

ttiat  while    upon    hogs   fleftt;  upon  the  air  and  pork  of  Bour- 

^ithout  bread  of   any  kind,  hon  as  an  infallible  remedy  for 

tice,  yams,  or  any  other  fort  of  the  worft  difeafes. 

.  Mod.  Hist:  VoL.XIV.  Z  ^        U 
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In  the  year  1654,  one  Jnthony  JamedUy  a  FVencbrnwiif 
with  ft^en  more  of  his  countrymen,  and  fix  negroes,  wCfit 
from  Maditgdfcary  with  leave  from  the  French  direftor,  td 
fettle  on  the  ifland  of  Bourbon.  With  th^Ba  they  carried  (omt 
tows,  calves,  and  bulls,  which  they  coupled  with  fome  other 
eows  and  bulls  that  had  been  fent  thither  five  years  befor6, 
and  had  multiplied  from  a  very  few  to  the  number  of  thirtjf 
In  that  Q)ace  of  time.  On  their  arrival,  Jameau  and  hi$com<* 
panions  built  huts  for  theinfclves,  laid  out  plantations  df  to- 
bacco, melons,  and  all  kinds  of  fruits  and  VugeuWcs ;  but 
all  their  labour  wad  rendered  ufelefs  for  that  feafoft,  by  ater* 
rible  hurricane,  that  deflroyed  every  things  overturned  their 
huts,  r66ted  up  their  tobacco,  and  laid  the  Whole  fields 
Wafte.  After  this,  waiting  till  the  next  fowiog  fedfoil  ar* 
rived,  which  was  not  before  the  month  of  Noven^dr^  or  three 
.  months  after  the  hurricane,  Jameau  and  his  companions  had 
leifure  to  make  the  circuit  of  the  ifland,  and  difcover  its  tni^ 
Situation  and  produce.  In  this  tour  they  found  nothing  of 
the  fmalleft  ule  in  trade,  except  aloes,  ambergrife,  andcdral; 
tho*  they  had  the  pleafure  of  drfcovering  that  the  country,  In 
beauty,  exceeded  their  uttn6ft  wifhes,  and  pt-omxftd  eqmJ 
fertility.  Tbey  renewed  then*  labours,  and  it  Was  amaze* 
ing  to  fee  with  what  vigour  every  thing  they  planted  fpnintf 
lip,  as  if  all  the  exotic  feeds  they  had  carried  with  them  had 
been  indigenous  to  the  foil.  Here  they  remained  in  the  midft 
of  plenty,  and  all  the  felicity  of  our  firft  parents  in  pafadife; 
for  two  years  and  eight  months,  before  one  ffilp  touched  iip^ 
On  the  iiland,  or  the  fmalleft  bark  from  Matkgafcor;  vtMi 
beginning  to  weary  of  every  pleaftire,  without  the  cnjoymeftH 
of  a  more  nlm^ierous  fociery,  they  refolve^  to  put  thcmfdYti 
on  board  an  Englijb  (hip  that  touched  there  abotrt  that  time, 
and  carrri^d  them  to  MadereJ^atan,  then  an  EngKfl)  faftory  onf 
the  Cdr'omandet  coaft,  together  with  a  confiderable  cargo  of 
tobacco,  benzoin,  ambergrife,  and  coral,  that  they  had  cuRy 
vated  and  coUefted  during  their  (lay  (I), 

(Ij  This  Englijb  veflel  was  the  fame  reafons  which  havtf 

probably  Captain  Caftleton,  who  fince. deterred  the  French  frofll* 

fave  it  the  name  of  the  Englijh  fettling  in    it,"  prevented  the; 

oreft ;  though,  by  a  miftake  of  company    from   attending  to* 

the  date,  this  voyage  is  quoted  Caftleton\  namely,  the  ^figei^ 

by  many  authors  as  if  it  hap-  of  the  coaft,   and  the  ^adncii 

pened  thirty  years  before  this  of  the  harbours.     The  french,  ' 

event;  He  made  llrong  remon-*  however,  claim  the  property  of 

ftrances  to  the  company  about  the  iiland  of  Sourhon ;  but  for' 

cflablifhing  a  fadory  in  it  j  but  what  reafons  we  know  not. 

^BOUT 
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About  forty  leagues  eaft  oi  Bourbon  ftands  iJfcar/Vtf  Maurice 
ifland^  by  fomtt  thought  to  hk  the  true  Jpolhnia^  aftd  beHeved  Ifland. 
by  Flaaturt  to  be  altogether  fictitious ;  thoMater  difcoveriej 
have  certainly  afcertained  its  exiftetice.  The  Dutch,  who 
foil  touched  here  in  iy9^,  gave  k  the  name  of  Maurice^  iti 
hoooor  ofthie  priflceof  ^rtf/tg^^;  thougb-tbe  ifland'gefteraliy 
goes  by  the  name  of  Mauritius,  Some  Writers  b^flieve  it  to 
be  the  i&to&Cerney  which  Pliny  mentions  ;  and  is  |)laced  by 
the  anticnt  geographers  in  1 8  degreed  30  minutes  fouth  lati- 
tude :  aa  opinion  that  overthrows  itfelf,  as  Maurice  IJlani 
fiands  in  21  degrees  of  the  fame  latitude.  It  is  of  an  oral 
foriBi  about  X50  leagues  in  circumference,  with  a  fine  har- 
bour,  fays  ManAffioe^  capable  of  holding  fifty  large  fhips,  fe* 
cure  agaittft  any  wind  that  HoMifs,  and  ain  hundred  fathomar 
deep  at  the  entrance  *.  This  hsirbour  is  called  after  the 
fiame  of  Jacob  Cornelius  Fan  Neck,  who  was  i^miral  of  the 
fcaAd  Dutc6  fijuadron  fent  to  the  Eqfi  Indies  fj  or  rather, 
we  believe,  that  touched  at  this  ifland. 

The  dimate  here  is  extremely  healthy  and  pleafant  i  the 
ifland  is  filled  with  mountains,  covei*ed  with  the  beft  ebony 
in  the  wc^-id^  and  varii^us  other  woods  of  value ;  and  wia- 
tCTRi  with  pleafent  rivers,  well-ftocked  with  fiih.     When 
the  HoUanders  firft  arrived,  they  found  it  quite  uninhabited, 
and  coflfequetttly  tocultivated  ;  nor  did  it  produce  any  kind 
of  caitte,  befides  deer  and  goats;  though  now  every  field 
I0W8  with  odws  and  oxen,  and  bleats  with  (heep.     Some  of 
the  mountains  are  fo  high,  that  their  tops  are  covered  with 
fnow,.  and  lb  hid  itt  thick  clouds,  that  frequently  It  is  almoft ' 
impoflible  to  breathe,  or  to  fee  where  to  ftep  even  at  mid-  ' 
day.    Kv^ry  partctf  the  ifland  is  now  applied,  after  the  man- 
ner of  the  hut€h,  to  fome  particular  ufc ;  not  a  fpot  being 
left  uncultivated  :  and  tHo'  the  foil  be  not  the  beft,  yet  have 
tiiey  raifedialL  die  fruits  of  J^,  Africa,  and  Euro^e^   ^og<2-' 
thcr  with  tobacco,  rice,  and  whateter  elfe  16  wanted  for  the 
toiivenieilcy  or  ufe  of  life.  Was  the  earth  lefs  ftony,  and,  in 
aay  dcjgriMJi  oompftrable  to  that  of  Bourbon,  thofe  induftrious  . 
^JublicatibS  would  long  before  now  have  made  the  ifland' 
of  Maurifi^s^  the  paradife  of  the  world ;  btit,  befides  this,  it ' 
is  fo  filled  with  the  roots  of  trees,  that  it  is  an  inconceivc- 
able  labour  and  expence  to  clear  a  plantation. 

BksTtDfiS  the  ebony  of  Maurice  Ifland,  it  produces  two^ 
t'thcr  kinds  Of  wood, '  greatly  refembling  it  In  quality' ;  one* 
^d,  the  other  yellow  as  wax.     The  woods  abound  witk 

*  Mandbsloe,  ubi  fupra,  p.  756.  t  La  Croix^ 

t,  iv.  p.  57a.  . 
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fuch  quantities  of  birds,  and  fo  tame,  that  they  may  be 
taken  by  one's  hands.  On  the  coaft  is  an  extraordinary  fpecles  • 
K>i  Iwan,  which  we  will  not  venture  todefcribe  zftei  LaCroix^ 
^s  it  feems  to  be  a  creature  of  his  own  imagination ;  at  leaft 
fo  extraordinary  a  bird  would  require  the  beft  authority  to 
attfeft  its  exiftence,  before  vecan  believe  that  it  is  found  only 
in  this  one  idand,  and  this  fiogle  author* 

The  Dutch  have  a  fort,  well  mounted,  with  cannon,  and 
garifo^ed  with,  fifty  men ;  befides  which  there  are,  or  at  leaft 
there  have  been,  upwards  of  eighty  families  on  the  ifland, 
who  keep  a  great  number  of  flaves  employed  ia  the  planta- 
tions. Here  they  touch  in  their  pafiage  from  the  Cape  cf 
Good  Hope  to  Batavia  ;  and  as  neither  of  thefc  colomes  are 
well  ftocked  with  timber,  it  is  probable  they  are'fupplied 
from  Mauritius,  It  is  faid  they  have  a  great  number  of  faw- 
mills  on  the  coaft ;  which  corroborates  the  conjeAure  that  2 
quantity  of  timber  is  Clipped  oiF  from  hence ;  but  the  rca- 
fon  the  Dutch  firft  poffeffcd  themfelves  of  the  Mauritius  was^ 
that  they  might  have  a  place  of  refreftiment  between  Eu- 
rope and  India;  having  at  that  time  no  other,  the  colony  at 
the  Cape  not  being  eftablifhed.  So  long  a  voyage  required 
that  the  feamen  ftiould  reft  and  recover  themfelves.  from  the 
fatigue  and  ficknefs  which  generally  attend  long  confinement, 
and  the  putrid  habit  con  traded  by  eating  fait  provifions  in  a 
hot  climate.  For  this  purpofe,  next  to  the  Cape,  they  could 
not  have  fixed  upon  a  better  place  than  the  iiland  of  which 
we  are  now  fpeaking,  whofe  temperature,  frefli  water,  fruits, 
timber^  and  fccure  harbour,  give  it  every  advantage  over  any 
other  beyond  the  Cape. 
Roderi-  Under  the  latitude  of  19  degrees  50  a^nutes  fouth 
guez  ftands  the  ifland  of  Diego  Roderiguez,  about  22  le^pzes  eaft 
ifland.  of  Madagqfcar,  fays  La  Croix ;  tho'  Roberts,  DeUJle,  and 
other  geographers,  place  it  at  leaft  that  diftance  eaft  of  JMtf«- 
ritius.  That  it  is  inhabited,  is  all  that  voyagers  relate  of  it. 
In  the  1 6th  degree  of  fquth  latitude,  direftly  oppofite  to  the 
coaft  of  Sqfala,  are  placed  by  late  geographers  the  iilaods 
'  called  by  the  Portuguefe^  Ilhas  Primieras ;  and  Pther  iflands,. 

called  JngoxaSf  in  number  fpur,  oppofite  to  Mozambique 

(K)  We  cannot  help  taking  thcfe  iflands  weft,  and  other* 
notice  of  the  ignorance  or  care-  ^^%  oi  Madagi^car,  Ccrtam. 
leflbefs  of  rooft  of  the  modern  it  is^  that  all  the  lieft  maps  place 
compilers,  both Fr^»f^  and  ^»^-  .  Roderiguez  eaft  of  ^t  Mauri*, 


an  inftance  of  which  now    tius. 
©fcurs  i  fomcj  of  them  placing 
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Here  alfo  are  feveral  fmall  iflands,  called  Utiques,  placed 
by  La  Croix  oppofite  to  Cafe  St.  Sebaftian  on  the  coaft  of 
scfaLiy  and  under  the  latitude  of  24  degrees,  nine  miles  froni 
the  continent ;  yet^thefe  we  have  reafon  to  believe  to  be  the 
Btde  dufter  of  iflands  which  ftand  oS  St.  Sebaftian,  on  the- 
north-weft  end  of  Madagafcar,  eaft  of  the  Comorro  iflands.  *^ 

They  produce  rice,  millet,  and  great  abundance  of  cattle ; 
feere  is  alfo  ambergrife  found  on  the  fea-coaft,  which  the 
ikborxcolleft  and  export  to  different  parts  of  the  continent. 
But  the  nioft  valuable  commodity  of  thefe  iflahds  is  a  pearl- 
fifliery,  which  might  turn  to  good  account,  if  the  natives  un- 
flcrftood  their  virtue,  and  did  not  fpoil  their  colour  and 
tranfparency,  by  boiling  the  oyfters  in  which  they  are  found, 
ifj  this  kind  of  merchandize  do  the  inhabitants,  who  are  all 
Mhi^mmedans,  traffick  with  the  neighbouring  iflands,  with 
iiadaga/car,  and  tlie  continent. 

:  This  great  ifland^  the  hrgeft  in  the  world,  called  gene-Madagaf- 
rally  by  geographers  Madagafcary  and,  in  the  language  ofcarlfland, 
the  country,  lytfidecafe,  or,  according  to  Thevety  Albargra,  Different 
^d,  by  the  Perfians  and  Arabians y  iSarandib,  was  difcovered  "f  **^''»  ^^" 
by  Laurence  Alnieida,  who  firft  anchored  in  this  ifland,  A.  D/f^^fy^^.f 
1506.  .        *  ^/'^ 

'  He  commanded  a  fleet  of  eight  fliips,  and  was  fon  of 
Fmncis  Almeida,  the  firft  viceroy  fent  to  the  Eaft  Indies  by  the 
Sing  o£  Portugal  *.  The  Portugue/e  denominate  Madagaf- 
iary  Jlha  de  San  Leoranzo,  or  ifland  of  St.  Laurence ;  not- 
withftanding'the  ifland  was  fufficiently  known,  and  the  for- 
iner  name  eftabliflied  amongft  the  Europeans.  Whether  it  ob- 
tained the  name  of  St.  Laurence  frpm  Laurence  Almeida,  the 
difcoyierer,  or  from  th^dayof  thedifcpyery,  ^s  uncertain;  the 
flipre  probable  bpihiod  is  the  latter,  froni  a  prevailing  cuftom 
imongff  th^*  Poi:iuguefe  and  Spaniards y  of  calling  all  their 
new'a<?c|tiififions  by  the  name  of  the  fidnt  on  whofe  feftlva^ 
ftey  Were  made,    -'     •  •  '  .  -  ^ 

'  Qaspak  de  San  Bei^nai^Pij^o,  in  his  travels  by  land  to 
India,  following  ^iDamiano  de  Goez,  pretends  that  the  fea-? 
^joaffs  were  difcovered  A.D.  1598  ;  that,  fliortly  afterwards! 
IfiiiPereira  de  Coutinbo  travelled  through  the  interior  parts; 
and  xhskTriJlran  De  Cunha  failed' afterwards  round  the  ifland. 
By  comiiatid'of  Alfonjb  D' Albuquerque.  Many  have  been  of 
opinion  "tFiat  this  ifland  was  known  to  the  antierits ;  that  Pliny 
called  it  •Eern^, '  aiid  Ptohmy,  Menuthias ;  but  it  is  certain|' 

•  SoRic,  Hift.  of  Portugal,  p,i.  p,  248.  Linschot.  Daf-^ 
MR,' La  Croix,  &  mult.  al.   ■  ^    ' 

^  '    '         Z  3.  "  -        thatL^ 
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that,  the  antients  had  no  knowlcgc  of  any  fouthern  cpuntry 
beyond  Sierra  Leona* 

Situation,  The  ifland  extends  in  length  from  north  north-eaft  to 
fouth  fouth-wcft  beyond  the  line,  and  begins,  fays  Fkcourtt 
from  the  north  point  in  1 1  degrees  ;  by  the  account  of  Fraa-^ 
cis  Cauche^  in  i2,  and  fome  minutes ;  or,  according  to  Py^ 
tardy  in  14,  and  ends  iii  the  fouth  point  in  26;  which  is 
from  Cape  St,  S^iaftian  to  Cape  St.  Mary.  The  diftance,  ac- 
cording to  linfihoteny  from  Cape  Corienthas,  on  the  continent 
in  Afncay  is  126  leagues,  from  the  coaft  of  Sofala  1 10,  and 
44  from  Mozambique. 

Sxfent  of      The  length  from  fouth  to  north  is  200  German  leagues; 

the  coaft.  and,  according  to  Linfchofeny  220,  breadth  70,  and  circum- 
ference 600  (L).  The  fea  rolls  with  great  rapidity,  and  is 
exceeding  rough  at  the  flowing  and  ebbings  of  the  tide,  be- 
tween the  ifland  and  continent  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^ 
forming  a  chanel  or  paflagc,  which,  at  the  weftern  entry, 
is  85  leagues  broad ;  m  the  middle,  where  narroweft,  and 
oppofite  the  ifland  Mozambique^  44  ;  but  farther  on  cafl' 
ward  is  extremely  wide,  and  contains  many  iflands.  AII-^m- 
/cpean  fliips,  in  their  voyages  to  and  from  India,  uulcfe  forced 
by  ftorms  into  other  courfes,  generally  fail  through  this 
chanel. 

Figure.  .  The  caftern  coafl:  of  this  ifland  extends 'direftly  from 
the  north  north-eaft  to  fouth  fouth-weft,  from  Cape  Ita^ 
pore,  or  Fitorah,  fituatod  in  25  degrees  fix  minute  rf  fouth 
latitude,  to  the  bay  or  gnlph  of  JntmgHy  and  from  thence 
direftly  north  to  the  end  or  the  ifland.  From  Cape.  Uapore 
to  the  country  of  CarembouJey  the  coaft  cxteads  weftward, 
and  forms  in  a  manner  the  figure  of  a  quarter  of  a  circle. 
From  Carewboule  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Sacaiiti,  thq 
coaft  extends  north-weft,  and  from  Sacailte  to  the  17th  de-i 
gree  of  fouth  latitude,  almoft  north,  inclining  a  little  eaft- 
ward ;  and  from  thence  to  14  degrees,  direftly  north,  the 
^tremity  of  the  ifland* 

The  whole  coaft  is  divided  by  rivers,  which  haire  their 
fprings  in  the  inland  countries,  and  dif<pharge  themfelves  k 
^e  fea.  There  are  m^ny  bays  and  gulphs,  abounding  in 
good  roads  and  harbours ;  the  greateft  part  of  the  fouth 
coaft,  from  Cape  Itapere  to  Carembouky  was  inhabited  by 
JSurapeanSy  chiefly  French,  who  abandoned  the  ifland,  thro* 
the  mifmanagement  and  bad conduft  of  thcdir^orsof  their 
Ea/i  India  company. 

(If)  Francis  Gauche  makes  the  length  to  a6o,,  and  breadth  ii\ 
circumference  amount  to  80Q,    one  place,  100 />/«ri>  leagues. 

:        .     .   iH 
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In  this  part  is  the  bay  or  gulph  of  Dai^hin^  thus  named  French 
from  Fort  JOauj>hin^  ere<n:ed  near  this  pla<;e;  m  the  language /'^^ 
Qi  the  country,  Thohn^arei  fitqated  bet\v^^i\  two  points ;  P£^JP^^r 
one  is  Ca^e  Itap^rcj  in  25*deg.  30  min.  of  fouth  latitude  5 
the  other  called  the  point  of  the  b^y  Tholar^are\  or  Dau- 
phirit  in  25  de;g.  lo  min,  of  the  fame  latitude.     Th?  bay  of 
Carembi)ule  is  thirty  leagues  from  Fort  Dauphin^  and  is  known 
to  Europeans  by  the  aiame  of  the  Dutch  Burying-ground ;  a 
tody  of  Dutch,  who  had  efcaped  being  Ihipwrecked,  repaired 
there  \  and  were  moft  of  them  maflacred  by  the  natives  of 
Caremboule,     There  is  another  bay  in  the  fputh  point  of 
Madagafcar^  in  the  route  to  Eajl  India,  called  the  bay  of  the 
Sun. 

The  French  claim  the  honour  of  firfl  difcovering  the  ma- 
ritime countries  between  the  bay  oi  Antongil  and  the  bay  of 
St'  Augujiin;  although  the  Pc?/-/wgz/^,  in  all  their  voyages 
to  E(^  India,  have  conftantly,  fince  the  year  1506,  anchored 
iu  this  ifland,  and  improved  their  difcoyeries.  The  Dutch 
have  followed  their  example ;  yet  neither  hjjve  ever  pene- 
trated fo  far  into  the  country  as  the  French  ^, 

Great  quantities  of  iron  and  Aeel  are  found  throughout  Iron  and. 
this  ifland,  which  their  artificers  forge 'and  purify  with  \dsftee!mim% 
difficulty  and  labour  than  Europeans.     They  reduce  the  ore, 
as  brought  from  the  mines,  into  powder,  upon  burning  coals, 
place  it  between  four  ftones,  which  are  clayed  round  for  the 

f)urpofe,  and,  by  continual  blowing  underneath  with  bd- 
ows,  made  in  theihape  of  gun-barrels  or  water-pumps ;  the 
pre  runs  in  lefs  than  an  hour,  the  mq^al  is  afterwards  ex- 
trafted,  and,  by  great  heat,  is  formed  into  bars  of  three  or 
four  pounds  weight.  ^  The  provinces  of  Mahafalle,  Jnachi- 
nwuffi,  IvoronheoCt  Icondre,  and  MonambouJe,  abound  in  mines 
of  fine  fteel;  and,  in  all  parts  oiAmboul,  Anoffi,  Matatana^ 
and  Manghabei,  the  iron  is  of  fuch  excellency  as  to  differ 
very  little  from  fteel. 

^'  There  ^re  no  filver,  copper,  lead,  or  tin  mines ;  though  Siher^ 
(^rw;  upon  what  authority  we  cannot  fay,  affirms  that 
there  are  feveral  of  the  former ;  but  if  La  Croix,  and  his  au- 
thor, may  be  depended  upon,  what  filver  there  is  in  the  ifland  ' 
yras  chiefly  caft  upon  the  coaft  by  a  Dutch  Eajl  India  wreck. 
Mr.  Drwry  confirms  OJforio's  account,  and  fpeaks  of  filver  in 
the  mountainous  and  inland  parts  of  the  country,  and  of  a 
.  v^hite  metal,  much  like  to  Britijb  tin  **,     -          ' 

'^.RsNNEPORT,  La  Croix,  &c.  «  Id. ibid.  <*  Hifl.of 
^ortMjgal,  p,  i,  p.  284.  Hifiory  of  Madagafcar,  p.  393. 

,55  ^, -  '^^P^5, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


^    i 


344  T*^  Hip^y  ^f  '*^  African  Iflands.     B.  IS^  i 

GtfM  There  are  three  forts  of  gold  ;  the  coimtry  gold,  cdW 

Mahcajfa^  is  of  a  dilTerent  nature  from  the  gold  made  nfb  \ 

of  in  Europe^  pale,  and  as  eafy  tobe  caft  ay  lead:  an  ounce 

is  worth  no  more  than  twenty  florins;   The  gold  ftom'Miqdai 

'    called  Voulameneraacay  was  brought  by  the  Rhodndriarii,  and 

is  good  and  fine ;  the  third  fort  is 'that  imported  by  the 

Chriftians,  called  Vouldm^n-Voutrouva^  The  MalacaJfaffAiis 

that  which  was  formerly  found  in  the  country,  of  wMchtheIre 

are  mines  in  the  province  of  Anoffiy  and  ih  eycry  quartet  of 

theifland,  if  credit  may  be  given  to  the  negroesr.    TMs 

gold  is  of  three  kinds ;  one  fort  exceedingly  fine,  Called  U-^ 

teharonga ;  another  coarfer,  called  Vouhmenrfoutcln  y  and  2 

ttird,  a  middling  fort  between  the  preceding  two,  called  Ahetj^ 

lavau. 

Precious        The  rivers  and  brooks  are  rich  in  various  k^ndsof  pre- 

Jioney*        cious  ftones,  in  chryftal,  toprizes/  granates;  amethylVs,  eagfe- 

ftones,  emeralds,  faphires,  hyacinths,  jafpers,  and  blood-ftones, 

called  by  the  natives  Rhahaniangiiy  and  by  phyficians  by  the 

Creek  word  Hamathites,  cornelians,  and  touchftohes. 

^alitks       The  waters  in  feveral  provinces  are  extremely  p/ardcular, 

ofthem)ar  running  under-ground,  and  afterwards  appearing  impregnati 

ter,     .      ed  with  the  juices  they  draw  with  them  ;  and  in  this  mafi- 

ijer  receiving  the  different  taftes  and  qualities  inherent  in 

the  metals  and  places  through  which  they  flow.     In  the  val^ 

ley  of  Jmboula  is ,  a  fountain  of  hot  wkter,  efleemed  a  fove- 

reign  remedy  againft  all  diforders  proceeding  from  coM  in 

the  nervous  parts;  and  the  fame  water,  taken  inwardly,' cwts 

afthmas,  and  all  difcrders  of  the  lungs,  removes  obftruftions' 

in  the  loins  and  fpleen,  and  expels  the  gravel.         "  *     '' 

.  There  are  in  feveral  places  mineral  fprings :  a  brook 

runs  in  the  province  of  Jnojfiy  near  Fort  Dauphin j^hok  ^' 

ter  the  French  and  negroes  call  ircn-hvater.  r  Near  the  valley 

of  Jmboule,  fprings  of  fait  water  are  found  upon  a  high 

mouptain^  fixty  ;niles  .diftant  from  the  fea ;  and  the  natives 

make  fait  of  thofe  waters.    There  i^  a  fpring  likewife  upon 

a  mountain  near  Manghafiaj  whofe  water  produces  pitch.* 

JEaftward.of  mount  if/VZa  are  ftreams  -of  white  water,  with 

the  tafte  and  fitiell  of  brimftone  ;.  and,  in  the  provinces  of 

Hoidov^v^^  ^nd  Jvqronheocy  the  ditches  are  full  of  faltpetre. 

Thefe  are  convincing  proofs  that  alnioft  every  mineral  /pedes 

lie  concealed  in  the  bowels  of  this  ifland. 

I>t*vifion     '  Madagascar  is  divided  into  28  provinces;  JnoJ^,  or 

f>f  the-^      Carcaujfi'y.  Manatengha,  ox  Manampfini :,  the  valley  of  .^"^ 

ijlandtnfo  hcule ;  xht  coMuXxj  o(  yphitjh'ang*y  ItomatnpOy  Ico^re,  VO'U' 

28 /rp.      manahon,  j^nnchimonjfiy  Eringdraney  Vohits-j^ghombe,  Mana^ 

^'vina:.      carongha^  Mataidny  Anta^ofte,  Ghall^mMou,    Tametavi^^ 

Sahavelf^\ 
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fkBaveh,    VoulovtloUy     Andovouche^    Afanghabsi,     Addmou^        *     ' 
Wdndrereif    Ampaire,     Caramboule,   Mahafalle,    Houlauve^, 
'Sivah/ IvoronkeoCy  ^Tid  Machicore.  .         -     ' 

The  chief  rivers  in  this  ifland  are  thofe  of  the  Fran-  Rher$* 
ftiere;  Acondre,  Imanhal,  ManambatoUy  Manghafidy  Haranga^  '  ' 
'tavacy  FaUtaCy  2iiidL  Sauma,  in  the  province  of  AnoJ^; 
^Manampaniy  in  the  province  of  Manatengha.  In  the  pro- 
vince ol  Vqhttsbang  the  rivers  ManatenghfLy  Aviboul,  Andre 
'^binta,  Sandravinangha,  Manambondrou,  MaJJianachy '  and 
Mananghnre'.  In  the  provinces*  of  Itomampo]  Icondra,  Vd* 
^fmanahoriy  Manambouly  iaA  Anackitnotiffiy  the  rivers  Ito- 
^rumpOy  JonghainoUy  MaropUy  aiid  Mangharac,  In  the  pro- 
vinces or  Maridcharongha  ^hcf  MatatanUy  the  river  Manang- 
%re.  In  the  provinces  of  AntavarSy  Anachimoujfiy  and  Afnbo^ 
4itfmay  the  nvcrs  Avibahe  and  Sacavil.  On  tlje  coaft  of 
Vmietaviyto  thehzy  oi  Antongiiy  the  rivers  ManajighouroUy 
Mmanfatray  MorimbOy  Simiatne,  and  Mdnanghare,-  In  tht  , 
provinces  of  Ampatray  ManahgharCy  and  CarerrthouUy  the 
iiver  Mandrerei.  In  the  provinces  of  MahafalUy  Houlouve, 
l^vehy  IvoronheoCy  the  river  Jonghelahe,     In  the  province  of  / 

pfacbicory  the  rivers  Onghalahey  Ranoumeney  Kanovmainth^^ 
tkhavianiay  Soumdudoy  Manatanghy  ^nd  Mattjiat re.  -  ' 

1?  The  province  of  Anojfiy  or  Carcaujfty  ovAndrobeizahay  Thefrp^ 
Ijfitiiated  in  23  deg.  i8  ihin.  of  latitude,  and  extends  from  'vince.of 
%c  province  of  Manatengha  to  the  river  Mandrerei  in  26  deg,  Anoffi* 
Jffoft  of  the  fevcral  rivers  ibove-mentioned,  which  water  this 
rjffOfVince,  run  into   the  FrdncherCy   Ramevate^  or  IrnmouTy 
?*ii©fe''fpring  is  in  the  mountain  Manghage,  and  difcharges 

Jtfdf  in  the  fea  in  25  degf  18  mih.  of  fouth  latitude,  two 
?foall  leagues  from  Fort  Dauphiny  having  received  the  rivu- 
fkis  Acondre,  Imanhaly  ManambatoUy  Andravouky  and  feveral 
^ers,  which  run  down  the  different  mountains  in  this  pro- 
Nnce^  and  ar^  enlarged  by  the  mixture  of  their  waters.  The  ^ 
feouth  is  often  flopped,  and  the  courfe  to  the  fea  interrupt- 
W,  tinlcfs  kept  oJ)en  by  the  overflowings  of  great  rain  and 
*iigh  tides.  The  water  runsfah  one  league  above  the  mouth, 
rUnd  particularly  in  a  free  communication  with  the  fea.  A 
'hte  is  fornied  at  the  mouth, '  called  Ambouey-  half  a  league 
'wide,  and  with  depth  fufficient  for  any  fhip,*if  the  mouth  w^s 
'fonftantly  open ; '  which' might  be  eaiily  effefted;-      •     '  *    - 

■■■  Crocodiles  breed  in  this  and  every  river  in  the  ifland. 
""I^ht  French  call  the  cape,  half  a  league  diflaht  from  the  Cape  St. 

xhouth  of  the  Francherc,  and  which,  from  the  horth-wefl  Remain, 
^along  the  coaft,-  runs  fix  or  feven  leagues  into  the  fea,  St. 

Rtmain,  and  the  negroes  Cape  Ranevate,  or  Hehodk,   When 
^^^Cape  is  paiTed,  the  coafl  forms  a  great  bay  in  the  fliape 

'"■■■  •■■■■■■       ,,  ■■  '       ^■■■;    ■•  "^ 
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•of  a  crofs,  which  extends  to  the  point  of  the  river  Dm 
Panrouge^  or  Pitorah.  The  land  runs  out  io  the  middle^ 
this  bay,  and  almoft  forms  a  pcninfula,  called  Tholang^rt^ 
farf  Dauphin  lies  to  the  north  of  this  pcninfula,  and  Port 
Daitphm  over-againft  it.  The  French  ^all  this  bay  or  guljdi, 
from  Tholangare  to  the  river  Dian  Panrouge^  Dauphin  Bay, 
and  the  country  lying  between  the  coaft  of  Thalangare  aqd 
Cape  St.  Komain,  the  bay  of  Sivoure,  from  a  lake  of  that 
fiame,  which  overflows  in  great  rains,  and  forms  itfelf  by.fix 
or  feven  rivplets  running  iato.  it,  The  oth?r  point  of  Dau- 
phin Bay  is  called  Cape  liapere ;  and  near  it  is  another  great 
.bay,  called  the  Bay  ofLoucar  and  Itapere,  from  the  name  of 
a  river,  which,  running  from  the  fpring  in  the  adjaaut 
mountains,  difcharges  itfelf  in  this  place  in  the  fea,  in  25 
deg.  of  latitude.  This  bay  is  convenient  for  /hipping  and 
boa.ts,  which  may  ride  there  with  great  fafety;  though  di€ 
entrance  is.  rocky,  and  dangerous.  A  fmall  ifland,  called  by 
the  French  St,  Clare,  lies  near  ;  and  behind  that  a  harbour. 
The  river  Manghqfia  is  next,  and  runs  crofs  a  bay  of  the 
Um^^  name  into  the  fea ;  and  large  fhips  may  anchor  tbens: 
the  river  is  in  24  degrees  30  minutes;  is  navigable,  audits 
fpring  is  ia  mount  Siliva.  About  half  a  league  further  to 
the  aorth-wefl  is  another  fmall  river,  called  Ilaranga^vac. 
tfanambatou,  remarkable  only  for  the  rocks  at  the  entrance 
is  a  league  and  a  half  from  the  river  Manghafia,  The  twp 
following  fmall  rivers,  Fautac  and  «Samtf,1iave  uo  mouth ;  bat 
when  fwelled  by  heavy  rains^  run  intc^  the  fea.*  This  pro- 
vioce  includes  feveral  iflaods  and  peninfulas  along  the  ifpjii. 
Fertility  The  cpuntry  is  beautiful  and  fertile  in  paftures  for  catile, 
andpafiu'2ind  abounds  in  fruit-trees ;  and,  if  carefully  cultivated, 
f^g^*  ,  would  produce  every  neceflary  for  life ;  furrounded  by  high 
jAQuntains,  and  diverfified  by  numerous  hillocks  and  fruitful 

Tonjons  on      T^SB-T^^  are  feveral  towns  on  the  river  Framhere^  and  othar. 
the  ri<ver  fivers  that  flow  into  it,  which  belong  to  the  chicjf  of  tli 
Fran-        country  :  the  mofl:  remarkable  are  Franchere^  ^Imanhalf  Co- 
chere.        cpmbes^   jt^dravculcy    Jmbonnetanha,  Maronatnou/ '  IniourSt 
Marofautout'^y    and  Fananghaa;  befides  numerous  village' 
;md  luiinlets  throughout  the  country.   Hatore  is  feveh  leagues 
from  Fort  Dauphin,  and  is  under  the  government  of  the  diaa 
pf  Mandmbauc.  The  Portugue/e  formerly  had  a  fort  near  this" 
plaoe,  OT  the  top  d  a  ftcjep  rock,  andjfevqral  buildings  be- 
low,^ with  in^lcrfijr^,..that  furnifhed  all  forts  of  provifion 
iov  their  fubfiftence  j  but  were  malTacred  by  the  ncighbour- 
,iflg  people,     . 

TW 
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.  The  mountains  in  the  province  of  Jmfi  are  covered  with 
wood  and  fhrubs ;  and,  about  four  leagues  diftaat  from  Fort 
Dauphin,  the  adjacent  hills  are  quite  deftitute  of  leaves. 
The  French  often  dug  in  this  neighbourhood,  expefting  to 
meet  with  filver  and  gold  mines ;  and  were  extremely  fond 
of  a  particular  place  at  no  great  diftance,  where  fprings  of  , 

running   water  flow   near  each  other,    and  empty  them- 
fclvcs  afterwards  in  one  river.     They  found  in  this  river  fe- 
veral  ftones  and  heaps  intermixed  with  yellow  clay,  and  a 
great  quantity  of  black  and  white  fpangles  fluning  like  filver, 
MvhicK  they  carefully  pounded  and  wafhed ;  but  the  fepa- 
rated  matter  proved  too  light.     About  fixty  yards  above 
thefe  fprings,  to  the  top  of  the  mountains,  the  grafs,  and 
every  fort  of  vegetable,  appears  half-dried  and  yellow,  fr^m  a 
metalline,  fulphur,  which  gives  that  colour ;  l)ut  the  top  is 
covered  in  every  part  with  a  verdure  both  frefh  and  delight- 
ful.    It  is  reported,  that  the  Portuguefe,  who  dug  at  the  foot  Goldminn 
of  this  mountain,  on  the  north  fide,  found  gold  ;  and  that  f^ifco^end 
the  place  where  they  dug,  after  they  had  been  drove  out  by  h^heVot- 
the  chiefs  of  the  country,  has  been  fince  filled  up.  tugefc. 

Whites  and  negroes  inhabit  this  province:  the  whites 
j^c  diftinguifhed,  and  form  three  eftates  or  different  degrees,  Thrndif' 
Jby  the  names  of  Rohandrians,Jnacandrians,  and  Ondzatfisfirentforti 
the  negroes  are  alfo  fubdivided  into  four  clafTes  ;  vi%,  Vaad*  of 'white 
ziri,  Lohavohits,  Ont/oa,  and  Ondeves.     The  whites,  who  ''"^^^''•. 
came  and  fetrkd  in  this  ifland  about  two  hundred  years  ago,  ^^^'  . 
are  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Zaferamini^  or  Rahimina, 
from  Imna,   the  mother  of  Mohammed,    or,  according  to 
others^  Zaferamini,  or  race  of  Ramini,  from  whom  they  fay 
they  defcend ;   or  from  Ramnania,  the  wife  of  R^houroJ, 
the  father  of  jRahazi,  and  of  Racouvatft,     The  Rohandriaris 
are  diftinguifhed  from  the  others.     Whites,  or  Zaferamini, 
are  the  &ft  in  dignity  and  credit  above  all  the  people  of  this 
province ;  and  when  they  proceed  to  the  cleftion  of  a  kiqg, 
whom  they  ftile  Ompiandrian,  or  Dian  Bahouache,  the  fove- 
reign  is  chofea  from  the  Rohandrian  race  j  next  to  him  the 
ethers  hold  the  rank  of  princes,  and  are  honoured  as  fuch 
by  all  the  fubjefts.     The  Anacandriojis  are  defcendents  of 
the  chiefs,  but  who  have  degenerated,  as  the  baftard^  of 
princes,  or  fprung  from  a  Rohandrian,  Anacandrian,  or  Ond^ 
zatfi  black  woman.     Thefe  are  likewife  known  by  the.  na«ie 
qi  Ontampajfemaca,  or  people  from  the  fandy  parts  of  M^eca^ 
from  whence  they  report  they  came  with  the  R^handrim^ 
The  hau:  of  the  Jnaeandrians  is  long,  and  hangs  down  19 
curls,  like  the  Rohandrians,  with  red  fkins.     Both  eejoy  the 
nr^vilege  of  killing  bealis.     The  Ondzatfi,  the  loweft  of  thefe 
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people,  arc  dcfcended  from  the  baftards  of  the  Anacandri- 
arts,  and  the  of&pring  of  thofe  failors  who  brought  the  Za- 
feramird  to  this  country,  or  their  predeceflbr  Dwn  i?jr<?w^^ 
or  Racouvatji.     The  fkins  of  the  Ondzaifi  are  red,  and  their 
hair  like  that  of  the  Rohandrians  and  Anacandrians :  they  are 
permitted  to  kil^  no  animal,  except  a  chicken  5.  and  are  all 
.  fifhermen. 
Four  if/-       The  negroes,  in  the  language  of ,  the  country  called  On- 
prentfirttiQfi  Mainthi  arid  Marinh,  are  diftinguifhed  into  four  clafles, 
tftagroei,:^^  above-mentiojned.     The  Voadzini  are  the  moft  powerftl 
and  richeft  of  the  negroes,   are  mafters  of  feveral  villages, 
and  defcend  from  the  original  lords  of  the  country,  risduced 
under  the  dominion  of  the  Zaferamini,  who  came  and  fettled  , 
there  :  they  enjoy  the  privilege  of  killing  beafts,  their  own,  I 
or  fubjefts  or  flaves  property,  when  at  a  diftance  from  the ' 
whites,  or  Zaferaminiy   and  no  Rohandrian  or  Anacandrm, 
in  the  village.     The  Lohavohits  are  alfo  chiefs  among  the 
jiegroes,  and  defcendants  from  the  Voadziri;  with  this  dif- 
ference, that  one  commands  a  whole  diftrift,  and  the  jurit 
diftion  of  the  others  extends  over  their  own  village  Jlnd  fr 
tally.  '  They  are  alfo  permitted  to  kill  thofe  beafts  tliey  in- 
tend to  eat,  when  at  a  diftance  from  the  whites.    '  There  are 
'  many,  hotwithftahding,  who  affirm,  that  they  have  no  powct 
to  kill  either  o(x  or  cow,  tlio*  their  own  property-  and  obligei 
to  fend  for  a  Rohandrian  or  Anacandrian  for  that  "purpofe  j 
rich  as  they  are;  having  flocks' of' eight  hundred  head  of 
cattle,     Th^  Ontfoa  are  hear  relations;  and  next  to  the  li- 
havohits.     The  Ondeves,  the  loWeft  of  all  in  the  fenfe  of  the 
name,  Ondeve  fignifying  a  loft  man,  are  origiiially  flaves  b| 
father  and  mother,  bought  or  made  prifonei's  in  war.    The 
Anacandrians  and  Ondzatjiy  or  Voadziri ^  and  Ontfoa^  in  the  hour  ^ 
<if  death,   have  the  greateft  difficulty  to;  refign  themfelvesj 
they  can't  fupport  this  feparatioh  from  their  children,  ana* 
part  in  the  greateft  concern  and  anguiifh  of  mind  ;  being  cer- 
tain that  the  chiefs,  to  whom  they  are  fubjeft,  never  fail,  ac- 
cording to  cuftom,   to  rob  them  of  their  cattle  and'  every 
thing  they  poflefs,  leaving  a  bare  and  naked  field  f6r  them 
to  cultivate  with  rice,  and  to  plant  all  other  necelSH^s  for 
their  fupport.     The  Voadziri^  LohahovitSy  and  Onffod^  enjdj 
the  liberty  of  fubmitting  themfelves,  upon  the 'death  of  their 
lord  or  king,  to  any  chief  they  pleafe;  and  the  new  lord,  in 
confidergtiott  and  return  for  fuch  Eoniage,  makes  them  i 
jprefent;  by  virtue  of  which  he  becomes  heir  again  to  alf 
tieir  pofleffionsi  upon  their  ddnife.    The  Oiideves  have  not 
fiich  liberty}  but,  in  dearth  and  timp  of  famine/ the  chieff 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC  • 


C^.    :-  fbetii/iory  of  tbe  Aftican  Iftands.  ^45 

^e  obUged  to  fupport  and  fubfift  them  ;  which,  if  feFufed; 
they  have  the  privilege  of  giving  themfelves  to  ftew  mifters: 

All  thefe  Deopleliave  neither  religion  nor  temple ;  iJiey  Oferifigi 
keep  up  a  cultom  of  immolating  beafts  on  particular  occa-  ^o  God  and 
fions,  in  ficknefs,  on  planting  yams  or  rice,  on  aff^ibiifes;^^^-^'^ 
and  circumcifion  of  children,  on  declarations  of  war,  firii 
entry  into  new-built  houfes,  and  on  the  funerals  of  their  pa- 
rents.    They  offer  the  firll-born  beaft  to  the  devil  and  to 
God;  naming  the  devU  firft  in  this  manner,  DianbilisJmin'      - 
nan-habare,  or  Lord  Devil  and  God.     They  inherit  this  fii- 
perflition  from  their  Mohammedan  anceftors,  and  their  doc- 
tors, called  Ombiaffes,  who  are  the  greateft  impoftors, 
^The  country  of  ^«#  was  under  the  dominion  of  the^,,,w 
Fnnch  and  chiefs  that  reiided  near  the  coaft ;  and,  before  the  1Z^^ 
Trench  took  pofTeffian,  had  been  governed  by  th^ZaferaminLmtnt. 
under  a  prince,,  whom  they  not  only  honoured  as  a  king,  but 
as  God  :  his  name  W2isAndian  Ramach;  and  when  he  died 
Jndian  Maroarive,  who  was  a  Chriftian,  had  been  baptized 
at  Goa,  brought  up  by  the  Jefuits,  and  fubiifted  by  the  vice-* 
roy  there,  was  fent  into  his  own  country,  and  delivered  to 
his  father  Indian  Thianhan.     He  had  b>2en  inftrufted  in  the 
Chriftian  religion,  could  read  and  write  in  (he  European 
manner,  and  give  an. account  of  his  faith ;  but,  being  with' 
his  father,  returned  to  his  former  paganifm,  and  was  killed 
by  a  mufket-b^l,  when  the  French  attacked  the  town  *<rf 
Franchere^  the  place  of  his  reffdence. 

iNtheyw  J  642,  captain  5£z;W/ obtained  leave  and  v^ru  Captain 
vilege  from  cardinal  Richlieu,  for  two  years,  exclufive  6f  aU  Rivauk 
others,  even  the  partners,  to  fend  flups  and  forces  to  Mada-prMleg^d 
gafcar,  and  the  neighbouring  iHands,  in  order  to  eftabliih  a  ^^>^'^ 
colony,  plantation,  and  commerce,  who  erefted  a  fociety  for  '^^*^-)    ' 
this  purpofe,  under  the  name  of  a  French  Eaji  India  com- 
pany ;  and  the  grant  was  drawn  out  with  an  addition  of  ten  ' 
years  more  privilege,  to  the  year  1661. 

The  company,  m  March  1642,  fent  the  firft  fliip  vrnAtv  Takes u^^ 
the  command  of  captain  Oye../,   who  was  going  to  loadi£«5;  ' 
ebony  at  Madagafcar  on  his  own  and  fome  private  merchants  ^r^/.^^^ 
^unt,  with  two  governors,  whofe  names  were  Pronis  and  nam. 
Fouquenherg,  and  twelve  Fr^«^Am^«, .  to  remain  there,  and 
\^it  the  arrival  of  a  ftiip,  which  was  to  fail  from  France  ia  ' 
November.    Coquet  arrived  th^re  in  September,  havine  in  his 
way  anchored  at  the  iQands  oi  Mafcarenha  znd  Die^o  des 
Xbzs   and  took  pofleflion  of  them  in  the  king's  namet  and 
fe4ed  further  on  towards  St.  Mary's  I/land  and  the  bay  of 
^ntongil,  where  he  did  the  fame.     Fouquenberg  and  Pronii 
aopt  at  length  ift  the  port  of  St.  Lucia,  or  Manghapa.  The 
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IjlAp  Sti  Laurencty  ient  by  the  company  under  the  cotntm&d 
of  ca|>t«a  Gilis  Itefimont,  arrived  on  the  firft  of  April  fd- 
k>wiDg  at  Madagafcar^  at  the  time  that  Coquet  \vas  gone  to 
load  ia  the  provinces  of  Anqffi  and  Matatane.  RefiaMt 
brought  fevcaty  frefli  men^  for  Pronisy  \^ho  lay  ficfc  near  a 
month  at  Manghafia^  by  the  bad  air  and  firaatfoir  of  dse 
place»  where  a  third  part  of  his  men  died  (C).  The  ne- 
groes, encouraged  by  the  whites,  meditated  an  oppofition  on 
3»e  &ft  arrival  of  the  French;  but  the  defign  was  ftlfled  in 
its  bif<th  by  the  djligence  and  prefents  which  Proms  made  to 
Dian^RamAcb^  lord  of  the  country.  Upon  this  fuccefs^ 
Pronis  fent  twelve  Frenchmen  to  fetde  and  ereft  buildings  i& 
the  province  dt  Matekane.  Upon  their  arrival,  a  party  ad^ 
vaDced  about  eighteen  leagues  into  that  province,  towardi 
Nannzart,  to  buy  rice  and  other  provifions,  and  to  difcoiWf 
the  country ;  but  fix  were  killed  in  croffing  a  river  by  Arf 
chidB  of  thofe  places,  who  had  afih&bled  in  great  numbers^ 
under  Zaze  Rahrmna,  a  near  relation  to  Dicat  Ramach^  and 
ta  the  chiefs  of  the  ppovifice  of  Anqfff.  R6zm&nf%  fon,  and 
fix  failorsy  employed  in  loading  of  ^^ony,  were  alfo  deftroyed 
in  the  province  of  V^HJbAng.  This  oppofition  was  owing 
to  the  intrigues  of  the  chiefs  of  Anojfty  who,  not  daring  €» 
undertake  any  tiling  openly  in  their  own  jprovinces,  for  fesu* 
of  making  tb^  French  their  enemies,  had  lecretiy  encouraged 
t^  neighbotiring  chiefs.  Rezimont  loaded  as  much  ebony 
afterwards  as  was  poffible,  and  fcni  fix  more  Frenchmen  into 
Anoffii'whtsc Pronis  was  at  that  time,  who  had  never  changed 
his  refidenoe  duriag  the  abfence  of  Rezimcnt ;  but,  having 
withdrawn  from  Port  St.  Lucia,  or  Mimghq/ia,  Xirent  with  a3 
his  forces  to  the  bay  of  Tholangare,  in  the  pri&vitice  of  Anofi 
(D),  where,  about  the  year  1644,  they  began  to  forti^ 
them&lves;  and,  having  reduced  almoft  rhe  whole  province 
by  force  of  arms,  built  a  fort  In  25  deg.  6  mia.  of  foiith  lati- 


(C)  No  fooner  had  the  na- 
tives oyisrved  their  intention, 
but  they  ufed  their  utmOft  art 
to  prevent  their  fortifying  them* 
felves  *. 

(D)  The  French  landed  two 
hundred  mei),  well-armed  and 
provided  with  ftore  of  amma- 
nition,  and  other  necefTaries 
for  building,  and  immediately 

a  fort    This  created  a 


wat,  in  which  the  French  were 
vt^^ors,  and  fuppreffed  the  na^ 
tives,  who  in  time  became  bet- 
ter reconciled  to  them^  thottg^ 
fecretly  difgufted  at  the  deai^ 
of  their  king  and  his  brotlisr; 
and  likewife  at  the  iadignit^ 
fhewn  to  the  prince  whoaa  ihej^ 
fent  into  France^'  when  theu 
fhips  failed  from  theiflandi** 
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tude,  and  nai&ed  it  Fort  Dauphin;  mdft  advantageoufly  fitu- 
atsd^-  oa.  accouat  oi  the  harbour,  w)u<^h  is  Sheltered  on  every 
£de  from  daage^ous  >^iads,  and  whdfe  entrance  is  convo* 
meat  for  all  fortaof  Shipping*     iF^rt  Dauphin^  fo  cailed  by 
Profits  (E),  who  was  the  Erd  Frenchman  that  refidcd  in  that 
country  with  the.  dignity  of  governor,  flood  contiguoliS  to 
OQ^  point  of  the  bay  or  gulph  of  Thalangare^  fituate  in  25 
dcgk  6iQin.  of  fouth  latitude,  Oppofite  Cape  Itaptr^,  zomtn. 
further.    Many  buildings  were  erefted  behind  the  fort,  ad* 
j^'mgho  the  goF6rflor*a  boufe,  With  great  inclofurcs,  that 
produced  every  fort  of  fruit  apd  kitchen-herb.     Itt  the  year 
i6^6y  the  fort  tooH  fire  by  an  unforefeeti  accident,  and  was 
dcftioyed ;  but  fodn  aftar  re-eftabliihed.     The  French  kept 
a  ftfoag  gariibn,  under  the  direftion  of  a  governor,  who  re* 
fided  there  by  the  king's  appointment,^  and  carried  on  a 
trouWefome  war  with  the  neighbouring  people,  and  particu-  ^^e 
larJy  the  Lahavohits,   .They  over  ran  the  mountains,  rani-^r*n<^^ 
feckcd  the  houfes  and  villages,  and  carried  away  their  cattle*  ^9^^.^ , 
la  th«  year  165I,  Flacourt,    the  French  governor  in  this  ^^-^'''^''^' 
Sfla^d,  ravaged  the  country  of  Fran^here^  with  eighty  Frtf;^c*- 
men,  and  fome  ncgroesi,  -armed  with  fliields  and  darts,  who 
deftroyed,  by  his  order,  the  houfes  and  huts  of  diofe  bar- 
barijiBSy  and  carried  off  numbers  of  coWs  and  oxen.     The 
beft  and  firft  prc^rty  belcmging  to  the  Rt^andrians^  confifl:'* 
ing  chiefly  of  houfes  and  provifions,  was  by  tlrefe  means  d«* 
firoyed.     Many  of  the  natives  conceived  an  extraordinary  Beevm 
av^fioa  to  the  French^  from  a  fale  of  flaves  of  both  fexes>  hatef^d 
Which  Pronii  made  to  the  Dutch  governor  of  the  ifland  of/''"  ^^«'' 
MmtrUuiSf  who  Came  there  to  purcbafe;  but  what  provoked  ^fueltj, 
siad  enraged  tfaeoi  moft,  and  raffed  the  fltotigeJO:  hatred  t6 
the  French^  wa$  their  felling  fifteen  ladies  of  the  Lohavob^ 
lace  amOQg  the  flaves ;  the  greatefl  part  of  whom  died  in 
the  paflage,  and  the  remaining  few,  tipon  bdng  landed^ 
fled  untmediately^  and  lived  wild  in  the  Woods. 

,(Bi]  Tike  Frfnchi    by  thei^  lies  grownig  B»meroas>  die  iia<^ 

ardfol  and  cunnug  deportment,  tives  became  jealobs,  refolved 

I  gained  fuch  fi-iendihip  that  they  to  free  themfdves  from,  a  fo- 

married  and  lived  up  and  down  reign  yoke,  and  formed  a  con-, 

in  feveral  towns  at  fome  di-  fpiracy  to  cut  off  all  the  white 

fttnce  from  each  other,    not  men  in  one  day;  which  they 

above  five  or  fix  in  a  place,  in  efFedcd  foon  after,  not  leaving. 

•'**^'"  tranqviHty ,   for   (bme  a  white  man  alive  *. 
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Province  ^The  province  of  Mandtengia,  or •  Manampani^  fo  called 
^Mana-  from  anver  of  the  fame  name,  whicK  waters  it,  is  fituated 
^'51^*^'^'  in  23  degrees  of  fouth  ktitude,  ^d  if  a  fertile  and  agree- 
able countt-y.  The  valley  oi  Amboula  is  fomething  mori 
northward,  at  the  mxjuth  of  this  river. 

The  river  Manampani,  whofe  moutfi  is  fituated  in  23  de- 
grees 30  min.  of  fouth  latitude,  or  under  the  tropic  of  Ca- 
pricom,  has  its  fource  in  the  valley  of  Ambmde^  itcdfing 
feveral  fprings  from  the  mountains  of  Encalida,  Hiek^  and 
"Manghaze,  waters  the  whole  valley,  aiid  rons  its  courie  di- 
reftlycaft. 

.  In  this  valley  ftandSf  the  lairge  town  of  Ambouk.  The 
cduntry  produces  plants  and  fruits  in  plenty,  chiefly  ^hW 
yams,  and  the  herb  Sefdmey  from  whofe  fquee^M  .fe^ds  is 
drawn  the  oil  Menachil.  The  oxen  and  cows  are  extremeljf 
fat,  an|i  their -flefti  is  excellent.  Iron-mines  are  alfo  found 
here.  Near  the  town  of  Ambmle  is  a»  fountahiof  hbt^i^- 
ter,  within  twenty  feet  of  a  fmall  river;  whofe  fand  is  almoff 
burning.  The  water  of  the  fountain  is  faid  to' boil  an  egg 
hard  in  two  hours';  and  the  inhabitants  affirm  the  ^ater  to 
be  a  fovereign  remedy  againft  the  coM  gout. 

The  people  of  this  part  are  emplbyed  irt  diflferent  {*epa-; 
ratibns.of  iron  and  fteel,  which  they  have  from  their  d^n' 
mines,  and'  forge  darts  and  various  other  mftruments  ill'  si 
workman-like  mariner.    . 

They  are  governed  by  a  Voadztri,  whom  they  honotor 
with  the  tide  of  Gr^at  Lord,  or  jRahrtaU,  who,'  in  cattle 
and  other  provifions,  is  the  moft  condderable  and  ri^hied  of 
the  chiefs  in  this  country.  Rabertau  exercifes  fdvdreiglt  *i* 
thority  and  abfolute  power ;  but  is  frequently,  in  times  rf 
diftrefs,  furprifed  by  his  fubjefts,  who  aflfemble  in  great 
numbers,  feize  his  pcrfon,  and  threaten  him  with  death,  iiidefs 
relieved.  To  extricate  himfelf  from  this  dilemma,  the 
chief  is  inflantly  oblige^  to  ifToe  orders  for  diftributii^  pro- 
vifions amongft  them  ;  but  is  ufually  repaid  with  intereft,  a 
quadruple  return  being  made  in  a^  plentiful  harveft.  The 
people  of  the  valley  of  Amboule  live  in  great  licentibufncfi 
with  their  fuperiors,  and  their  country  is  the  retreat  for  the 
roguifti  and  lazy. 

liAMfi,  a  fmall  province,  is  fituated  to  the  weft  of  jWs 
valley.  Th6  inhabitants  work  neafly  in  all  forts  of  iroa 
inftrument^ ;  and  Menaehilf  or  oil  from  the  feeds  of  SefinUf 
is  made  in  great  plenty.  The  natives  of  this  part,  who  arc 
reckoned  to  be  about  800  in  number,  are  the  moft  enter- 
prifing,  and  beft  foldiers  of  the  iflkiid,  and  are  governed  by 
iVcadziri,  a  near  relation  to  iJ^^^r^av. 
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This  province  extends  from  the  river  Mdnatengha,  fitu-  Province 
ated  in  23  deg.  30  min.  to  the  m&rMananghare,  a^d  ftretchcs  ^VohitC; 
«p  the  country  as  far  as  the  river  Itomampo,  bof^lerlhg  upbn''***^* 
Anradfahoc^  near  the  fource  of  the  river  Mandrerei,  and  the 
country  of  Fanghatertd^  and  includes  the  province  of  Mana* 
.€arongha,  near  the  river  Manambondrou. 

The  rivers  that  water  the  province  ofVohiiJhang,  are  the  Rivers. 
Manatengha,  which  runs  into  the  fea  with  four  mouths,  Vi* 
pangcMmo^  Manamaza^  Sagandacan,  and  Vinangavarats. 
The  river  Avihoule,  which  the  French  call  St.  Giles,  diftant 
four  leagues  from  Manaiengha^  is  navigable,  and  runs  flrait 
to  the  fea.  The  riv^r  Andraghinta  is  two  leagues  higher 
up.*  The  Sandravinangha,  that  has  no  mouth,  and  runs  ; 

from  the  mountains  of  FiBoule,  is  one  league  beyond.    Ma^  ]" . 

nambondrouy  without  any  mouth  alfo,  is  three  or  four  leagues 
further.     The  river  MaJJianach  is  fifteen  leagues  from  the  ^ 

river  JvibouU^  with  a  bay  convenient  for  boats,  called  by 
the  French  LAnfe  des  Borgnes,  from  a  one-eyed  chief  of  the 
country,  caXLtdiOntannalera.  The  country  adjoining  to  this 
river  is  called  Manacarongha*  Four  leagues  northward  is  the 
.  river  Mananghare,  with  feven  mouths,  almoft  all  choakedup 
with  rocks,  which  rifes  in  the  country  of  ItomampOy  towards 
.thee^,'  and  is  made  by  three  other  rivers,  the  Jonghainou^ 
lotmampOy  and  Mangarac\  and  thcfe  three  uniting  their 
waters  lofe  their  names,  by  forming  the  river  Manang* 
hare. 

The  fea-coaft  from  the  river  Manghafia  to  Sandravinang* 
-ha  is  hid  with  the  high  mountains  of  Viboule^  or  VeUifhang^ 
which  are  covered  with  thickets,  and  the  villies  below  F/r/Z/Z/jr; 
abound  in  honey.  It  is  believed  that  a  great  quantity  of 
gold  might  be  found  here.  The  Whole  country  of  Vohitf- 
bang  is  mountainous ;  which  may  be  difcovered  at  a  great 
.diflance  upon  the  fea;  and  abounds  in  honey,  oxen,  fugar- 
canes,  yams,  rice,  and  other  neceflaries  of  life,  with  many 
iron-mines. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  part  are  black,  with  thick,  long,  ChaVAder 
curled  hair,  extremely  quarrelfome,  and  at  continual  variance  oftb^  Mr . 
with  each  other,  on  old  difputes,  never  forgot,  but  revived  fives. 
on  the  flighteft  occafions,  and  traiifmitted  from  father  to 
fon.    They  are  great  robbers,  and  frequently  ileal  the  chil-' 
dren  and  flaves  of  their  ncareft  relations^  even  for  fale  and 
tranfportation  to  diftaut  places.     They  keep  up  an  impla- 
cable hatred  to  the  Za/eramini,  or  whites  of  the  province  of 
Matatane;  pofleflcd  with  the  imagination  of  an  extraordi- 
nary power  in  them,  by  means  of  certain  letters  an^  chara- 
fters,  to  bewitch,  and  fend  diflempers  and  death  among 
Mod.  Hist,  VoL.  XIV.  A.  *  them. 
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thetti.    Ompizees,  or  poor  fiiherineai  dwell  at  the  mottth  of 
the  xivtT  Mcuiatangha. 

Their  garments  are  made -of  the  bark  of  a  tree,  calkA 
Fautaftranou ;  thofe  brought  from  Matdtdne  are  made  of  atx^ 
another  bark,  called  Avo.  They  travel  Into  the  pfoviflce^ 
of  CarcduJJi^  or  Ampatrcy  to  buy  cotton  apparel ;  and  theSt 
arms  are  a  wooden  fliield,  covered  with  the  fkifl  (^  an  ox, 
and  a  heavy  dart. 

This  country Js  governed  by  fevcral  chiefs;  and  thfc 
people  have  no  religion,  divine  fcrvice,  or  worfliip,  eflablifh' 
ed ;  but,  by  an  antient  cuflom,  refrain  from  hogs  flefh,  and 
are  circumcifed. 

The  p^ovince  of //(Wwm/(?  is  about  three  leagues  Idi^ 
fituated  in  a  valley,  and  furrounded  by  high  mountalifs; 
and  the  beft  fteel  in  the  ifland  is  prepared  here. 

The  province  of  Icondre  is  very  fmall  and  mountainoa^ 
fituated  in  22  deg.  30  mln.  fouth  latitude.  Its  boundaries 
on  the  eaft,  a  little  northward,  we  high  mountains,  v^hicli 
divide  it  from  the  country  of  It&tndtnpo  ;  on  the  fonth  thfe 
countries  of  Vatemanahon  and  MacUcore ;  on  the  north-weft, 
the  country  of  Mandrnboule;  and  on  the  nii^rth,  the  moun- 
tains fituated  between  jGnghainouzsiA  Itomatnpo. 

The  province  of  Vatemanahon  adjoins  on  the  eaft,  a  little 
northward,  to  Icondre^  and  the  fprings  of  the  rivers  Ad- 
mampo  and  Mandrervi ;  whence  likewiie  rifes  the  river  Ma- 
ropia\  on  the  weft  and  fouth  to  the  country  of  Machicoft; 
and  is  uninhabited,  being  deftroyed  by  the  wars. 

The  eaft  is  bounded  by  the  province  of  ManamiouU,  and 
the  river  Itomampo-,  tlie  country  of  AnacMmouJ^  on  the 
north ;  on  the  weft  that  of  Aljiffachy  and  on  the  fouth,  the 
great  mountains,  in  which  is  the  fpring  of  the  river  Qnge^ 
lahey  which  runs  weftward  into  the  lea  of  Mozambique. 

The  province  of  AnachitnovJJiy  about  four  days  joimiejr 
long,  hath,  on  the  eaft,  the  river  Jonghain^y  which  rtina 
through  it ;  the  country  of  Manamiouie  on  the  fOuth ;  dn 
the  weft,  great  mountains;  and,  on  the  north,  the  river 
Mangharacy  and  the  country  of  Eringdrane. 

Various  rivers  water  thefe  provinces  ;  the  itcmoftup^f 
JonghainoUy  Maropie,  and  Mangharac,  homampa  ^/tn^ter^ 
the  province  of  that  name,  and  flows  from  the  mountains  oi 
Vihoule,  wherein  is  its  fource,  and  that  of  the  river  Sandra^ 
vingha,  which  runs  crofs  into  a  part  called  Jfoudre,  above 
Ivotirhony  fituated  along  the  rivers  Mananghare  and  Jong* 
hainoiiy  or  middle  river,  running  between  Itomampo  and 
MangharaCy  flows  from  the  mountains  of  Icondre^  throHg^ 
the  provinces  of  Manamboule  and  Anachimoufji  i  afterward§ 

takes 
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tskes  ita  courie  dircftly  north ;  and  having  flowed  -in  thi? 
aumncr  for  the  fpace  of  four  days  journey,  and  winding  ia  ^ 

a  place  at  a  fmall  dillance  from  ItomampQ,  runs  a  fhort 
CDttrie  difeftly  weft  to  the  river  Mangharac,  fituated  about 
a  league  k)wer,  where,  mixing  their  waters  in  the  river //o- 
flMin^,  they  make  the  river  Mhnanghare>  which  gliding 
deftly  eaft  and  fouth-eaft,  for  the  fpace  of  eight  days  jour? 
wy,  runs  into  the  fea  by  feven  mouths.  The  river  Maror 
pie.  is  an  arm  only  of  the  river  ItomampOy  which  glides  into 
the  Mandrerti.  The  river  Mangharac  waters  the  north  part 
tf  Ana^htmmffi. 

The  country  of  Itsmampo  is  extremely  fertile;    rice.  Nature ^f 
jrams,    fugar-canes,  and  pulfe,  grow  in  abundance ;    and  *^'  ^<'»»- 
there  are  great  numbers  of  cattle.     ManambouU,  tho'  hilly^  ^'y* 
h  equally  plentiful  in  the  fame  produce ;  and  has  fome  iron- 
mioes.    Manamhoule^  and  the  following  countriesi  are  fitu- 
ated and  difpofed  in  fuch  manner,  that  woo$}.  is  fcarce,  and 
to  be  had  only  irom  the  high  mountains.     Amichimoiiffi  pro* 
duces  alfo  great  quantities  of  rice  and  yams,  with  plenty 
of  cattle,  and  other  neceflaries  of  life ;   and  is  extremely 
pop«k>u9w 

The  V'tMdziri  of  Manamboule  \s  called  Dian  Panohahe ;  Voad- 
asd  his  power  became  gr^at  by  the  affiftance  of  the  French  ^i"- 
ki  the  war  he  carried  on  againft  the  neighbouring  chiefs. 

The  province  of  Eringdrane  is  bounded  c«i  the  eaft  by  Bring. 
high  mountains,  on  the  weft  by  threegreat  rivers,  Manatangh^  drane* 
Zaumanchf  and  Sahanangh^  which  run  from  thefe  moun- 
tains through  the  whole  country  into  a  great  bay,  fituated  in 
^o*  degi^eea'of  fouth  latitude,  on  the  fide  of  Mozambique.  It 
is  a  flat  country,  and  of  great  extent,  and  divided  into  th^ 
gre«ler  and  kfler;  the  IdTer,  where  the  river  Mangharac 
takes  its  fosrce,  is  the  foath^  and  the  greater  is  the  north 
port,  and  ends  where  fcparafed  by  die  river  Manfiatre  froi^ 
Vohitfsarghimbt.  The  Mangharac  comes  from  mountains 
ikuated  to  the  eaft  of  Eringdrane ;  its  fource  is  about  20 
degrees  30  imnutes ;  runs  dhefUy  eaft  for  the  fpace  c^  three 
days  journey^  afterwards  winds  in  ^  half-circle,  and  runs 
eaft  and  E.  S.  E.  for  the  fpace  of  four  days  journey,  into  the 
Jhnghainmiy  in  the  country  of  Icondre. 

The  province  of  Vohitfunghombe  is  divided  from  Ering*  Vohlt- 
A'om  hy  the  river  Manjiatre;  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  j"*"?* 
Ae  country  of  Anciana^lfi  on  the  eaft,  by  that  of  Sahavez^  "o*^*^«* 
fituated  in    19  degrees  30  minutes  of  fouth  latitude,  and 
die  hngh  mountaias  oi  jimbohitfmene  extend  weftwaid   to 
the  Mozambique  fea,  and  end  on  the  fouth  fide  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Eringdrane^    The  river  Manftdfre  has  its  fource 
-   A  a  2  in    • 
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in  Eringdrancy  in  19  degrees  latitude,  and  runs  between  the 
country  of  Eringdrana  and  yohitfanghombe,  iflto  a  bay  fita- 
ated  in  20  degrees.  /        / 

The  province  of  Eringdrane  is  very  pofmlous,  can  raife 
an  army  of  thirty  thoofand  men,  and  h»  great  plenty  of 
cattle  upon  the  mouacains  on  the  eaft  fide«  Vohttfinghomk 
is  not  inferior  in  numbers^  and  can  bring  into  the  field  an 
hundred  thoufand  men. '  The  towns  and  houfes  in  this  part 
are  wcll-builtyand  furpafs  in  beauty  thofe  of  any  other  quar- 
ter. Plenty  of  rice  grows  here,  and  the  country  is  ridi  in 
cattle,  iron,  and  fteel.  Cloaths  are  made  here  of  the  rind 
of  a  tree  called  Bananas ^  of  equal  finenefs  with  thofe  of  filk, 
which  they  alfo  make;  «nd  both  are  cheap.  The  inhabit* 
ants  are  great  enemies  to  the  people  of  Eringdrane. 
Mana-  The  provinces  of  Manacarongha  and  Matatane  are  jQtuatod 
carongha  on  the  fea-coaft  between  the  rivers  Mananghare  and  Manan* 
an  J  Ma-  zari,  and  are  bounded  on  the  weft  by  the  mountains  which 
feparate  the  conntry  of  Jnachimouji  from  Eringdrana..  The 
two  little  countries  of  Ivourh&n  and  Saea  are  comprifed within 
the  circumference  of  thefc  limits. 

The  river  Mananghare  is  made  by  thrfce  difi^ent  rivers, 
the  ItGntampo,  Jonghaimu,  and  Mangharac^  befides  many 
fmall  rivulets,  which  run  down  from  the  mountains.  The 
three  rivers  joined  together  lofe  their  own,  and  take  the 
the  nvLme  of  Mananghare,  which  runs  into  the  fea  with;  feven 
mouths,  about  four  leagues  diftant  from  each  other,  but 
not  navigable,  on  account  of  rocks ;  nor  is  the  river,  tho' 
fufficiently  wide. 

The  country  adjacent  to  thefe  mouths  and  river  is  called 
Manacarongha. 

The  province  of  Matatane  is  fituated  near  the  river  of 
that  name,  which  has  its  fpring  in  the  mountains  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Vatebei,  and  runs  into  the  fea  by  two  mouths, 
feven  leagues  diftant  from  each  other,  which  form  a  large 
and  delightful  ifland,  the  refidence  of  the  people  of  Ramin. 
This  country  is  fiat,  abounding  with  fugar-canes,  honc^^ 
yams,  and  cattle,  and  is  watered  by  many  rivers  aboundii^ 
in  filh.  Sugar-canes  grow  in  fuch  plenty,  that  maqy  /hips 
might  be  loaded  yearly,  could  the  natives  be  brought  toinm 
fugar>  and  were  they  furnifhed  with  neceffary  implement^; 
The  chiefs  of  this  country  enjoy  a  plurality  of  wives,  having 
fifteen  or  twenty,  who  live  retired  in  feparate  apartments^ 
n  andnclpfed  place,  furrounded  with  pali^does,  like  a  higc 
town ;  and  whoever  prefumes  to  enter  it,  is  pvmihed  with 
death.  '   ^-  . 

THfisjr 
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'  These  people  have  neither  church  nor  mofque,  are  much  ^^%/«». 
addifted  to  fuperllition  and  witchcraft,  give  great  great  cre- 
dit to  billets  wrote  in  Arabic  charafters,  called  Hiridzi^  Ala-  ^ 
Zflrahu,  and  TaliJ/imou,  believe  fome  prefervatives  againi^. 
tbuaderbolt^  rain,  winds^wounda  in  time  of  war,  and  even 
agaioft  death ;  others  as  fureties  againft  all  forts  of  venoms 
and  poifons,  and  preferving  and  freeing  towns  and  hou&s 
agaioft  plunder  and  fire,  and  as  powerf  al  and  infallible  pre* 
fervatives  againft  all  forts  of  difahers.  Thefe  billets  are  fet 
up  by  the  Om&iaffes,  or  priefts,  phyficians,  conjurors,  and 
afirologers,  who  afterwards  retail  them  to  the  unhappy  ne- 
ffoes;  tho'  the  greateft  falc  is  amongft  the  whites,  who 
wear  them  hung  about  their  necks,,  fewed  up  in  pieces  of 
lather,  filk,  and  ftuifs.  The  fame  characters  are  engraved 
alfb  upon  gold,  iUvcr,  and  fmall  pieces  of  flat  cane,  for  the 
iame  porpofes.  The  people  of  Ivourbon  and  Saca  keep  up^ 
as  neighbours,  the  fame  cufloms,  and  are  ^ually  addi^ed  to 
witchcraft  and  fuperftition  with  the  laft-mentiooed  people, 
who  lull  them  in  their  errors  by  felling  them  billets  for  their 
ilie  in  the  fame  manner. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  province  are  of  two  orders,  the  Zafec^- 
ZafecafimawbouSy  who  are  the  chief,  and  th&Zaferabiminas  ;'fimam. 
both  which,  but  dpecially  the  firft,  are  exceffively  ugly,  and  ^"*  f  "^ 
»e  all  Ombiajfei^  or  doftors.     The  Zaferahiminas  have  been  ^^f ^*" 
gceatly  depr^fled  by  the  latter,  having  nothing  but  llavery  ^^^^* 
in  their  prefent  option.     Upon  their  attempting  about  a 
hundred  years  ago  to  appear  as  mafters,  they  were  all  put  to 
the  fword,  except  the  women  and  children,  to  whom  they  ' 
allotted,  for  their  relidence,  an  ifland  and  particular  quar- 
ter, which  they  plant  and  breed  cattle  upon,  and  arc  called 
(ktampajfemacif  or  people  from  the  fandy  fhores  of  Arabia^ 
from  which  country  they  originally  came.     They  arrived  in  Sf^f  /^ 
tias  ifland  in  great  canoes,  fent,  according  to  their  own  ac-  preach  the 
count,  about  two   hundred  years  ago,  by  the  Khalif  of  Koran: 
Mecca^  to  inftruft   the  iflanders  in  the  Mohammedan  hvr. 
The  chief  and  mofl  diftinguifhed  amongft  them  married  a 
^lack,  on  condition  that  the  iffiie  of  that  marriage  fliould  be 
'^  called  Zafecq/imambous,  the  name  of  their  father,  contrary 
« the  cuftom  of  the  fouth  quarter  of  that  ifland,  where  the 
.  children  bear  the  mother's  name  ;  which  cuftom  takes  place 
jalfo  in  the  province  of  iUachicore.      The  Zafecafimambous  Erea 
increafing  greatly,  erefied  fchools  in  every  village  for  the  tixx-fchooh  for  \ 
'Ration  of  youth,  where  they  continue  teaching  to  read  and  *^/.  ^duca^ 
Write  in  the  Arabic  language.     They  have  an  authority  over  ^^^^  ff 
other  whites,  or  OntampaJJemaciy  and  enjoy  an  exclufive  pri--^'^*'^* 
fjik^eof  killing  cattle  ;  and  muft  be  employed  in  that  ofBce. 
A  a  3  The 
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The  Ontampajfsmaci  arc  expert,  and  fupport  themfelye?  by 

fdverf,  Th  f k e  are  feveral  rivers  northward  befides  the  Matatane, 
in  this  province ;  viz.  the  MangkafiaittSy  Manangcare^  Ma- 
nanhare^  Itirij  Itapoitlobei,  ftapoidofirire,  Itapaidomainthira' 
noUf  Faraort,  Lornahoric,  or  Moremhi,  and  Mantaraven.  The 
river  Manghafiouts  or  filangffqfies,  is  ftnall,  and  abont  tihree 
leagues  from  the  river  Matatane.  The  French  fettled  apian* 
tation  on  the  fliore;  but  rocks  and  fand -banks  render  the  na- 
vigation dangerous.  The  river  Manangcare  is  alfo  fmaH, 
and  about  four  leagues  farther.  Mananharcy  i.  e.  plenty  of 
provifion,  abounds  witli  fi(h.  Ithiy  a  imaH  pond  only,  is  half 
a  league  from  Manachare.  Itapoiitoheiy  Itapotdofirirey  and. 
JtapauLomainfhira?:o:e,  are  three  fraall  rivers,  two  leagues  di- 
ftant  one  from  another,  whofe  fprings  are  in  the  neighbotirk 
lag  mountains.  Faraon,  two  leagues  drflant  from  Itapaufo' 
mainthiranott,  is  navigable  for  boats.  The  Manoufi  wfeit^s 
d^vclt  along  this  river^  which  flows  fixjm  the  weftem  moim- 
tains  between  Eringdrane  and  Matatane,  Lomahoricy  or 
Morombeif  is  a  large  river,  three  leagues  from  Faraon,  which 
runs  fix  or  feven  leagues  mare  weftward.  Mantaraven  is,  9 
ihaall  river,  about  fix  leagues  diftant  from  Mcromhei. 
Antar  The  province  of  Antavare  is  fituated  to  the  north  of 

vare.  MaiatanCy  in  a  i  deg.  30  min.  of  feuth  latitude,  and  bounded 
by  the  province  and  cape  of  Manoirfi\  the  greateft  part  of  it 
is  watered  by  the  river  Mananzariy  whofe  fource  is  in  the 
mountains  of  Ambohitjmeney  or  red  mountains,  fituated  about 
twelve  leagues  farther  north-weft,  and  runs  fouth-eaft  and 
caft.  About  a  league  mor?  to  the  «orth  is  another  fmall  ri- 
ver, that  runs  into  the  fea. 
Jljfanaafi.  The  province  of  Manoufi  extends  from  Cape  Manoufi  and 
Mandnzan  to  the  river  Mananghoiircu,  fituated  fifteen  leagues 
farther  north,  which  flows  from  the  high  mountains  of  Am- 
'  hMtfmeney  as  well  as  the  river  Mananzaru  Three  more 
rivers  run  between  Cape  Manoufi  and  the  Mcnanghohrou ;  viz. 
Jndrafadiy  TentamamoUy  zni  Tenteniami.  The  river  Ma- 
ruingho^rou  is  the  next. 

Amtavare  is  extremely  fertile  in  rice,  yams,  bana- 
nas, fugar-canes,  and  honey,  of  which  wine  is  made,  and 
abounds  in  cattle  and  goats,  and  all  forts  of  fowls  and  pro- 
vifions.  The  French  difcovered  in  this  province  gold-duft 
by  the  means  of  negroes,  who  of&red  it  to fale. 
*;nbo-  The  province  of  Amhohtifmene  is  fituated  north  and  M^eft 

iiiiiihcix.  oi  Antavare y  and  takes  its  name  from  the  red  mountains  of 
that  name,  fituated  in  lo  deg.  of  fouth  latitude.  Thefe 
h  §h  j^Quntaias  are  feen  ^t  a  great  diftance  on  the  fea,  and 
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refemble  ih^Tafelberg  pf  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  This  coun- 
try joins  to,  or  is  rather  the  fame  as,  Vohits-anghombe-f  aod 
ibe  fea  is  on  one  fi4e  of  this  long  ridge  of  mQuntains,  whiclji 
jM^t^n4s  fiftee?  leagqes  into  tjie  country,  and  a  flat  country 
oa  the  other,  aboupding  in  ponds  and  m^rfhes.  Here  is  alfo 
a  lake  fifteen  leagues  in  length,  and  the  fame  in  breadth,  con- 
taining feveral  fmali  iflands.  v 

The  Zaferahpigs  live  upon  thofe  pipuntains  in  the  CQun-  Inhabit*  - 
try  oiFamentara^  arc  rich  in  gold,  iron,  cattle,  rice,  fugar-tf»//. 
IC9PQS,  y^infy  ^lU^  gar^ients,  and  many  other  neceflaries  of 
life.  • 

Ab^ut  twelve  Iqagjufs  difl:ance  'from  tkt  river  Matiang-  Ayibahfi, 
bourou  ruM  another,  calleii  4vibahe.y  Qavigable  for  boats,  thp  '''*^^''* 
xnouth  ^jJy^ays  ope^  aad  free ;  aijd  is  believed  to  xun  fronj 
tbe^iSat  lake,  wjiich,  m  its  cpurfe,  difcharges  itfelf  into  th^ 
fea.  The  river  ^acavik  §o\vs  betw^n  this  and  the  Manang- 
iouTf^t  and,  three  leagues  further,  the,  river  7/^if/2ic  runs 
into  a  bay  or  gulph,  called  by  the  inhabitants  Tam^tavi. 
^bout  three  le^g^es  d|/|ance  the  Tametavi,  and  a  lea^i^ 
^q4  a  half  further^  the  Ivorhon^  falji  into  thi$  bay,  which  ^s 
jDavigable  for  fliips.  The  Frencb  call  i^  Port-aux'P runes y  (^ 
pium-harbour. 

On  the  coail  of  Tametavi^  as  far  as  the  bay  ofJntongil^ 
Si^  included  the  provinces  of  youlouilou,  Longuc-Point,  Jndou' 
-vmche^  an4  th^  bay  of  Mangbahei,  or  j4ntongii. 

These  countries  begin  at  the  bay  or  harbour  of  Tam^- 
t^vif  fituat^d  in  18  deg.  30  min.  and  extend  along  the  fea- 
<mft  as  far  as  the  b^ij  o(  Antongil,  or  Manghabsi,  In  15  deg. 
of  fouth  latitude,  and  border  on  the  land-fide  on  the  moun- 
tains and  provinces  erf  Vohits-anghombe  and  Antfianach^  next 
to  TamfitavL  Along  the  coaft  run  .three  ffnall  rivers,  Fm* 
taCi  Faha^  Faho,  and  Maroharats^  at  a  ftiprt  league's  diftance 
from  each  othej*.  The  Anachinfitets,  farther  ,on,  runs  into 
a  bay  named  Sahavez^  which  is  of  great  depth ;  the  bottom 
is  good  and  fandy,  but  the  bay  is  expoled  to  eaft,  fouth-eafi, 
fi^nd  eafl  north-eaft  winds. 

About  three  leagues  further  north  is  ^htCape^  which  Vouloui* 
the  French y  from  the  form  and  length,  call  Longuo-Pomf. lovu 
The  adjacent  country  h  called  Vouiomhu,  and  is  watered  by 
the  river  of  the  fame  name.  Ther-e  is  a  fine  harbour,  fitu- 
ated  under  18  deg.  behind  the  rocks,  which  run  a  quarter 
of  a  league  into  the  fea ;  and,  five  leagues  further,  runs  a 
great  river,  mmedJmbato,  but  not  to  the  fea;  and  is  re- 
markable only  for  rocks  and  fands. 

Th8  bay  oi  Calembouleii  fe  two  leagues  further  north,  in  Galcm- 
J7  d«g.  30  min.. very, ^jfttenfive,  with  a  good  road  for  boiits  boulou. 
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behind  the  rocks,  but  extremely  dangerous,  on  accoimt  of 
them  and  the  violence  of  the  fea.  The  village  of  Ratjtma- 
hne  lies  upon  the  coafl  of  GaUmhulmt,  and  is  known  by  the 
^uropeafi^  by  the  name  of  St.  Matthew.  The  river  iMu- 
nangbozirou,  navigable  for  boats,  runs  into  the  fea  about 
three  leagues  from  Galemboidou^  at  the  end  of  the  bay. 

A  SMALL  ifland^  called  Amboutnqffi,  is  reported  to  be  ia 
this  part ;  and  that  a  river  runs  from  one  of  the  mountains 
in  the  country  of  Jntjianaeiy  of  the  fame  name,  direfily 
weft»  into  a  great  bay,  frequented  by  the  iflanders  of  Qh 
more. 

The  river  Mananghourou,  which  flows  towards  the  f^ 
from  weft  to  eaft,  is  divided  into  four  arms  near  the  mouth; 
one  of  which  preferves  the  name  from  the  fource  to  the 
'  mouth ;  the  next  is  called  Manan/airan,  and  fituateH  three 
leagues  frpm  |he  preceding.    Marinbou,  the  third,  is  three 
leagues  from  Mananfatrariy  has  no  mouth,  and  is  dkcAly 
pppofite  the  ifland  of  Nofft'lbrahim^  or  St.  Mary.     Simiamt, 
•     the  fourth,  three  leagues  diftant  from  Marinbou^  is  a  great 
river,  which  continues  its  fource  to  the  fea,  within  feven  or 
eight  feet  depth  of  water  round  the  mouth,  and  is  navi- 
gable for  boats  fix  or  feven  leagues  towards  the  fource.  Tfcc 
river  Mananghare  is  direftly  oppofite  the  north  point  of  the 
iQand  St.  Mary,  and  to  the  fouth  point  of  the  bay  of  An- 
tongil,  and  continues  its  fource  to  the  fea ;  and  is  navigabfci 
for  boats  at  the  entrance. 
Andou-         Along  the  weft  coaft  lies  the  country  of  Andouvouch^  or 
voj<:h2.    bay  or  gulph,  fo  called  from  many  great  and  contiguoos 
bays  5  among  which  is  the  bay  of  Antvngil^  formerly  called 
Manghabei  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  fituated  }a  15 
deg.  of  fouth  latitude,    which  extends  lengthways  to  this 
north,  and  is  about  fix  leagues  wide.     At  the  end  of  the  , 
bay  ftands  an  ifland,  extremely  high  above  water,  has  no 
plain  at  the  bottom  but  the  ihore,  two  leagues  round,  in- 
•  tirely  covered  with  the  moft  delightful  verdure,  and  abound- 
ing in  all  forts  of  plants  and  fruit,  good  water,  plenty  of 
fdlvls,  honey,  and  bananas ;  and  is  to  failofs  the  moft  con- 
venient and  agreeable  pl^ce  of  refreftiment.     There  are  fome 
rocks,  and  three  or  four  fmall  iflands,  in  the  middle  of  the 
bay,  from  the  entrance  on  the  north-caft  fide.     Some  of 
the  iflands  are  fown  with  rice,  and  the  Qthers  are  covered 
with  wopd. 
1[a<wKsl  There  are  three  populous  villages  fituated  upon  the 

mouths  of  rivers,  about  half-way  down  the  bay,  on  the  north 
jSde,  and  many  others  along  the  fhore,  as  far  as  a  river  that 
1 9ns  %o  the  north ;  and  many  rivers  flow }  :it0'  the  bay.  Beyofld 
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tiiefe>  a  great  river  diiddes  itfelf  into  two  arms  ;  the  courfe 
erf- the  one  is  northwards,  and  the  other  to  theweftward, 
which  forms,  by  the  divifion,  an  ifland  between  th^  arms. 
On  the  north  fide  of  the  bay  ftands  a  large  town,  encom- 
pafled  with  a  ftrong  pallifado,  and  called  by  the  Portuguefe 
St.  Jingelo.     Upon  advancing  deep  in  the  bay,  on  the  left 

.  hand,  ftands  another,  called  Spakenbarg,  built  by  the  Dutch 
in  1 595^  in  their  firft  voyage  to  thtEaft  Indies^  containing  in 
the  inclofnre  about  two  hundred  houfcs.  There  is  another 
fituated  upo^  a  river  that  runs  weft  fouth-weft,  with  refpeft 
to  the  before-mentioned  ifland. 

The  coaft  of  Galemhotde  is  intirely  covered,  for  about  two 
le^ues  m  width,  wkh  forefts  of  high  trees,  and  the  interior 

1  part  of  the  country  is  full  of  bamboos,  or  a  kind  of  thick 
cane,  called  Bambu  Voulo^, 

'  The  foil  is  good  and  fat,  and,  from  frequent  rains  in  the  Soil, 
couotry,  not  fubjeft  to  be  parched  up.  The  meadows  pro- 
duce abundant  pafture;  though  the  inhabitants  are  nev^r 
rich  in  cattle,  the  greateft  ftock  of  the  moft  wealthy  amount- 
ing to  no  more  than  twenty,  or  twenty-four.  The  moun- 
tains are  peculiarly  fruitful,  and  the  towns  in  this  part  are 
built  with  more  regularity  and  folidity,  in  great  tafte  of 
fituadon,  either  on  tops  of  mountains  or  eminences,  or  on  the 
banks  of  rivers,  pallifMoed  round  with  two  gates  or  entries, 
:onc  for  the'  ufual  and  ordinary  goings  in  and  out,  another 
towards  the  woods,  to  facilitate  retreats  to  thofe  places  of 
refuge  and  fafety,  when  furprifed  by  enemies,  or  when  too 
weak  to  refift. 

-  The  people  from  Port-aux-P runes,  to  the  hay  of  Jnton*  Mamurt^ 
gtl,  praftife  the  fame  cuftoms,  and  are,  in  general,  called  Za^ 
felbrahims,  or  race  or  offspring  oi  Abraham^  or  from  the  name 
of  the  contiguous  ifland  Noffi-lkrahtm^  of  which  they  call 
themfelves  natives.  The  Zafe  Ibrahims  obferve  the  fabbath- 
•day,  and  difagree  with  their  neighbours  in  other  cuftoms. 
On  this  account,  Flacourt  believed  them  defcended  from  a 
i*ace  of  Je^jjs  or  Jr^ibs,  who  formerly  had  taken  fhelter  in 
thi§  ifland. .  The  men,  women,  and  children,  are  much  fairer 
than  the  whites  of  Matatane  and  AndrobieTXiha ;  their  hair  is 
long,  and  hanging  down ;  they  are  free,  liberal,  hofpitable  to 
ftrangers,  and'  not  addiftcd  to  murder  or  theft  5  have  a  dif- 
ferent manner  in  fongs  and  dances  from  the  people  of  ^- 
flrobiezahdy  and  an  obfervation  of  cadence  and  time,  particu- 
larly in  dances  of  two  and  two,  and  are  remarkable /in  their 
ftops,  renewals,  and  motion  of  the  arms.  Love  is  the  only 
fubjeft  of  their  fongs,  and  the  company,  by  clapping  hands, 
Jjcat  time  to  |he  lafcivious  gcfturcsot  the  body  always  praOifed 
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in  Cflgiogy  which  is  called  Mangiarac,  or  keepii^  of  tit^ic. 
The  Doca  and  women,  io  iickoefs,  or  in  diforders  of  tlk^ 
eyes  or  head»  variouny  rub  their  faces  with  white,  blacj^rpd^ 
or  yellow  colours.    Many,  chiefly  old  women^  uiib  colourf 
to  appear  more  gay  and  youthful.    The  women  and  young 
maidens  are  leis  diiEcuit  than  on  the  coaft  of  Jmbrobeizah^ 
and  Matatane ;  accefs  to  them  being  extrepiely  difficult,  frooai 
their  parents,  care  and  infpe&ion  of  their  condu£):. 
Employ         The  men  and  women  in  general  are  induftrious,  b^ng 
«is/.        employed  in  the  rice-fields  from  fun-rife  *to  fun-fet.     Thf 
-men  cut  canes  in  the  woods,  burn  th^i,  and  ufe  them, 
when  dried,  to  manure  the  land.  The  Indians  call  thofe.canes..* 
Sanibu,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Madagqfcar,  VouIqu  ;  whsx% 
they  are  generally  large*    All  otiier  work  is  done  by  the  wo« 
men ;  the  young  plant  rice  in  the  afties  of  canes,  wetted  by 
the  rain  for  fome  time,  in  a  manner  equally  new  and  enter- 
taining, grain  by  grain,  finging,  dandng,  and  keeping  tippei 
then  they  make  a  hole  in  the  earth  with  the  point  of  a  fii^ 
fling  in  two  grains,  'and  clofe  the  hole  by  covering  it  witi| 
earth,  and  prefling  it  with  the  fopt,  continually  ilng^iig'aQ4 
dancing,  and  (baking  and  Aretching  out  the  head  with  uncom* 
mon  vivacity.   They  weed  the  rice,  and  io  harveA-idnie,  whep 
ripe,  carry  it  themfelves  into  the  barns,    Whilft  th^  wome^ 
are  employed  in  this  work,  the  men  renew  the  cutting  and 
burning  of  canes  in  another  place ;  for  as  foon  as  the  rice 
jhoots  in  one  field,  another  is  immediately  planted.     In  thii 
fanner  they  are  conftantly  employed,  having,   througlKm^ 
the  year,  rice,  green,  in  flower,  and  in  beard.     The  Bamkit 
.  canes  are  remarkable  for  making  aa  esctraordifiary  loud  noife 
in  the  burning.   ^ 
Vfethi^         ^"^  inhabitants  of  Galemboule  make  no  ornamental  vSk 
make  •/     of  KurQ^ean  commodities,  but  efteem  and  preferve  them  with 
European  ^eat  care,  to  exchange  aifterwards  for  cattle  frwn  the  moon* 
eommQdi"    tains  of  Amhohitfme}ie ^  or  of  the  country  of  AntfianaJ^a» 
ties.  They   have  very  little  gold,  and  immediately  buy  cattle 

when  pofTefled  of  any.  .  They  prefer  filver  to  gold,  a  reddilh 
Jdnd,  and  that  which  is  fine. 
Ktligion,  The  natives  of  Gakmboule^  and  all  the  Zc^e  Ihraiinu, 
keep  and  refrain  from  work  on  the  fabbath-day,  believing 
that  they  fliQuid  be  wounded,  or  that  ficknefs  wo^ld  be  an 
inevitable  confequence.  They  don't  acknowlege  Moham* 
jfted  i  but  call  his  followers,  and  all  who  do  not  fcrupur 
ioufly  conform  to  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  their  country. 
Caff  res.  They  acknowlege  Noaby  Jbrabam,  Mofes^  and  Dor 
vLJ;  have  no  knowlege  of  Je/us  Chrifiy  or  auy  other  prophet, 
and  pradife  gircumcifion ;  have  neither  falls,  law,  x^  religion; 
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Wl  al%  toltttly  ignorant  of  the  mi^  attf  ibices  c/f  GoA^  li0iu>9r«> ' 
_  him  %  oCedfigs  aod  vif):imsof  oxen,  cows,  aad  he-goats. 
Iiey  haTe  no  I«iiif)}e6»  b»t  Amonnwfueiy  or  certain  piaces 
jiei:'mi  are  {dao^d  libe  tembs  of  their  aaceAors,  to  wbofe 
ternary  they  pay  j^reAt  hofiour;  an  uitiver&i  pra^ioe  among 
4ithat)4taii«5  ot  thk  iQand.    Some  few  remains  €^  Jndaifrii 
|l^llti  ^^pftrem  thMMigh  th€  darknefs  ^  this  furprifing  igao* 
hwfece.     The^  are  ^x^iremely  f«periUtic«i€,  aiid  Would  footer 
ii^  «ftan  eat  fart  «lf  a  q^adituf^  an»il$ai,  Or  bird,  kifled  by 
ii  Chriftian  or  any  inhabitant  of  the  foinh  coaft  (A).     Nbue 
JKkt  tiiv^  ^luilm^  iivdt  or  ^chtdTs  4>f  the  couotry,  ei^y  the 
vaege  df  killfeig  a»y  b«eaft  or  feird  whatever  ;  aod  ^h  is 
ecd^  wi4!h  ft  c€M^f»fedirttoratt(ee<Df  partkiiikr'»^rds,  wh^ 
ki^  is  applies,  afed  by  tif<$i«g  up   the  eyes  towards 
ve»,  ia  a  «afteer  fistemingly  x>f  making  an  ofierfng  of  it, 
iBti  oMIdren  born  on  7tie0ays,  Thurfdays,  aad  Fridays,  ^r^Barharota 
p^led,  as-accwfed,  ia  the  we^,  ^o-die  of  cold  ^r  hnnger,  ^Hpomof 
*e  4rikx)yed  by  wHd  beafts.     Some  few  kave  been  releafed  ^T?^*^ 
w-om^H  fftoved  wi  A  compaffion,  who  have  generdufly  ha-  ^^'"*'^** 
tl6d  their  o<^rn  Ik'es  to  prefervt  tjheir«,  and  afterwards' 
'^Ottght  them  np  with  -the  parents  tonfent. 

£A>cd»  tows,  being  a  diftinft  and  independent  republic,  i«  Govern* 
g^^erned  by  amafter  or  lordealled  Fikmbei^  a  name  common  ^^** 
to  cBl  ^the  diiefs  In  Ais  part  (B),whodiftribiUe  juflace  m  their 
reQ)e^ ve  towns.  One  of  the  moft  amient  is  lafeally  chofea 
§toki  among  this  race,  to  decide  all  4t>fpntes  ^at  may  arife^ 
and  is  raiiifea  in  -dtgaity  above  Ae  i«eft.  They  alBft  one  an- 
ftother  -fRntHally  in  time  of  war  agaiaft  ifcofe  cf  another 
race ;  and,  in  cafe  of  quarrels  between  -the  f^iotdeis,  and  * 
declaration  of  war  is  Kkcly  to  enfiie,  «he  others  interfere  as 
Mediators,  and  nfe  aH  endeavours  4Gr  an  acccmimodation  ; 
wftiich  if  rrfufed,  they  feparate,  teaving  them  at  fuU  liberty  , 

to  aft  as  they  pleafe.  '  The  fkves  are  locked  upon  in  a  bet-  <Maf*iv/ 
«cr  light  among  thofe  people  than  among  thofe  of  the  pro-  ^r^ateiitn 
vinces  of  j^ndrobcizaha  br  Garcamffi,  and  are  noticept  in  that  ^  ^'^ 
raD^,their  matters  calling  them  children,  and  they  reoiprocaiiy  **^»^*     * 

(A)    If  the  daughter  of   a  freeman, and  a  cbkf  among  hiB 

kitig  i>e  4»arried   to  any  .one  neighboarfi*. 

that  is  not  of  a  royal  family,  <JB)   i^ll  the  great  fatiSieft 

their  children  are  not  admitted  have  a  general -name  of  diftin-r 

|o  th^'honour  of  killing  beeves,  dion,  wbkh  they  value  them- 

ILQtw<iythftan4ing  the  faiher  be  a  £e!ves  upon  f. 

•  firwyx  UJfi,  f.iyi,  t  ^'''"^  /•  ;70» 
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calliiig  cheir  maflers  fiitfacrs,  eat  at  table  vdth  them,  and  fie»  i 
quendy  marry  their  daughters.  The  i)i/^ri&  formerly  fii^. 
quentcd  this  bay,  and  traded  in  rice  and  flaves.  A  fewyesl* 
ago  twelve  were  in  the  bay>  and  eight  of  them  died  throni^' 
the  unwhoUbmenefs  of  the  country,  and  theremaining  foir 
were  barbaroufly  killed  by  a  chief  of  the  country,  caM 
Rabecon.  They  placed  their  confidence  in  him;  batheuft^ 
ezpeAedly  betrayed  them,  after  they  had  freed  lidm  froQi  an- 
other chief,  his  inveterate  enemy,  who  was  killed  in  batdt 
by  a  muiket-ball. 
Empkf'  '^^^  Europeans  have,  in  thefe  days,  but  little  knoiK^egs 
^^f^  of  the  country  beyond  the  bay  of  jintongil  to  the  no^ 
point,  excepting  one  province,  -named  in  th^  fea-chait 
Vohemaro^  where  rice  is  cultivated  in  the  fame  manner,  tA, 
grows  as  eafily,  as  in  GaUmboule.  A  gpldfmlth,  an  ixiAW 
ant  of  jfnoji,  and  whofe  predeceflbrs  came  from  f^ieman^ 
declared,  according  to  jToqie  accounts,  that  great  qoaatidei 
of  gold  were  found  in  that  pr<;^vihce ;  and,  what  is  extraor- 
dinary, that  all  the  goldfiniths  of  ^noj^  are  of  .that  country* 
The  eaft  coafl  of.  this  province  forms  a  bay,  which  bears  ic 
name  of  Vohemaro  ot  Boamaro^  fituated  ip.  13^  deg.  of  foatbbf 
titude.  The  coaft  extends  direft^y  north  of  ^t^ongil,pht  \ 
as  the  north-eaft  part  of  the  iiland,  called  Cape  Natal,  Tb  ; 
following  account  is  of  the  coaft  and  neighbouring  oomttfi  i 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Franchere,  weftward  and  ooith'  \ 
ward,  the  coaft  winding  round  in  that  manner  as  far  as  thi. 
liver  and  bay  of  Jongh^ldhe^  fo  called  by  the  inhabitants  tf 
the  country,  and,  hj  Europeans ^  th&nvtx  oi  St.  Jugt^, 
as  far  as  the  river  Man/iatra. 
Coaft  from'  From  the  mouth  [of  the  river  Franchere  to  Cape  Menicak, 
Carcanofli  the  coaft  extends  in  a  ch^n  of  fands,  four  leagues  wide,  aad 
to  the  ri*  fj-Qj^  Cape  Moncale  to  the  bay  of  Ranou/ouichig  or  bay  of  Cfl« 
*^'^^^^'  lions ^  about  two  leagues.  Some  wood  grows  along^tlm 
flxerei.  fandy  coaft,  between  two  bays  called  Jmbouve.  Aloes,  calkd 
Tetech^  are  plentiful  in  this  wood,  growing  in  the  parts  ad- 
joining to  the  country.  Mozambique  lies  between  Cape  Mm-^ 
cole  and  Ranoufoutchi  bay.  The  chief  town  of  RanoufsutcU 
is  named  Italy.  Here  large  ftups  and  boats  may  enter  diis 
bay,  which  lies  open  to  the  fouth  and  fouth-eaft  winds,  tie 
moft  troublefome  in  the  country,  and  always  attended  ^rii , 
violent  thunder. 
Salt  eafily  ABOUT  five  leagues  beyond  this  bay,  the  Mandrernrm 
made.  between  the  river  and  bay  of  Pmds^  called  Anghongs,  where 
great  quantities  of  fait  are  made,  with  little  care  and  trouble. 
This  part  is  too  fandy  for  rice  ;  but  cotton  grows  in  great 
plenty,  and  a  large  quantity  of  oil  is  drawn  from  the  plant 
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JRicinuSf  nieful  in  many  diforders/  and  proper  for  Anointing 
the  hair  and  head.  About  two  hundred  years  ago,  the  Por'- 
tugue/e  i^sid  a  fettlement  upon  the  bay  of  Ranoufoutchi^  and  a 
governor,  whom  the  natives  called  Macinorbfi,  a  name  made 
by  joining  the  words  Mio  Signor^  which  they  heard  the  Por^ 
tuguefe  pronounce,  to  the  word  Bet,  fignifying  chief  in  thdr 
language. 

The  river  Mandrereiy  on  the  eaft  of  the  province  rf  Am-^  Ampatre. 
patre^  divides  it  from  Carcanoffi.    This  province,  along  the 
coaft,  is  abeut  twenty  leagues  in  length,  and  twelve  broad, 
ftaoi  the  fea  to  Machicore  (C).     There  is  great  fcarcity  of  Scarcity  if 
water,  which  is  had  only  from  a  few  marfhes  here  and  there,  'water. 
no  river  running  through  the  province;  yet  it  is  full  of  fo- 
refts,  in  which  the  natives  ereA  their  villages,  with  ftrcmg 
hedges  round  thern^  made  of  fbikes  and  thorns  intermixed^ 

.  and  acceflible  only  through  the  gates.  The  coaft  is  not  broke 
into:  by  any  bay,  and  extends  in  a  firaight  line  as  £u:  as  Ca^ 
remboule. 

The  inhabitants  are  much  given  to  rob  their  neighbours  MattmrSs. 
of.  their  efifefts  and  wives,  which  is  the  caufe  of  that  irrecon- 
cileable  hatred  which  fubfifts  among  the  people  in  thefe  parts, 
ready,  upon  the  moft  trivial  occaflons,  to  break  into  wars, 
equally  bloody  and  deftru£tive.  Their  whole  forces  amount 
to  three  thoui^nd  men ;  each  village  has  a  chief,  and  one  is 
raifed  to  a  fuperior  authority  and  credit. 

.  ,.    The  river  Mandrereiy  which  divides  the  provinces  of  Car*  Ri*vir 
canojji  and  Ampatre^  runs  like  a  torrent  with  great  rapidit;^,  Mandre* 
wthout  any  difchargc,  for  the  greateft  part,  into  the  fea;rci. 
the  fource  rifes  from  the  fame  mountain  with  that  of  Ito* 

,  vtampOf  and  runs  a  great  way  to  the  fouth-weft,  receiving  m 
its  courfe  the  waters  of  the  rivers  Manepiey  Manambouky  and 
Mananghare,  into  the  fouth  ocean.  Maropie  is  near  the 
river  Icondre ;  Manamboule  rifes  upon  mount  Hiela^  runs 
northward  crofs  the  country  of  Machicore  into  the  river  Man* 
drirei\  and  Mananghare  runs  from  the  fouth-weft  fide  of  • 
the  fame  mountain  into  the  fame  river. 

(C)    Probably    this    is    the  collect  in  the  fields  eight  or  ten 

coumry  where  Druiy  mentions  gallons  of  it,  which  is  good 

the  great  fcarcity  ot  water,  and  while  frefh,  but  turns  four  in  a 

wherein  the   inhabitants    and  day's  time,  and  becomes  dif- 

cattle  are  Aipplied   by   dew-  agreeable  to  the  taHe 
water,  whp^  in  the  morning, 


• 


•  Drurj,  f,  72. 
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,  Manang'       T^s  prorifice  oi  Mananghaire^  fitnsoed  a^ar  the  rime'df 

'  bare.         ihat  name,  is  fertile  and  deltghtful,  but  mtififaatttted,  ToJtt 

retreat  only  for  vikl  boars  and  birfUoes,  which-  ^d^ocni 

diere.     Every  neighbouring  ckicl  preteadiag  t&  the  im 

reignty  and  property^  hinders  aa^  feitleii)«a^  takifif;  piad< 

tliroagh   an  apprehenAoa  and  fear  of  coo&ioi^  va^  ail 

plunder.  * 

^•f'  HiELA  is  an  extteme  higli  mooneain,  ftoM  ^iriienoe  rfdiw 

Ac  river  Manampani,  which  waters  the  iraHey  rf  Amigak^ 

ia  very  popnlous,  and  diindes  the  v:£ef  from  d^'proirneBi 

of  Mackuofi  and  Carcanoffi.    There  is  a  ]ky>TOee  to  the  wef 

of  CarcanMy  eallad  BncaHia ;  ^between  tUs  an<  the  vilhgl^ 

of  Jmh$uk  Hes  the  country  of  C^aoarac, 

Carem-        The  province  of  Car^mbvtdt  isr  but  a  faeail  qfianer,  akM 

Ix^l^-       fix  leagoies  in  length,  and  three  or  fonr  m  breadth,  andi| 

bounded  on  die  fbuth  by  the  fea,  b^msr  on  tfae-wdft  at  thi 

bay  or  gulpk  d'CarenAoule^  and  ends  ofi  the  eaft  fide  at  M 

river  Manambouve,  which  divides  it  from  the  country  of  jtit* 

fatre. 

Xi'uers.  The  river  Manamhuve  is  v^y  deep^  and  ^but  tltHm 
leagues  diftant  from  the  river  Mandrerei ;  tti  fottrce  ia  0 
Machicore,  sind  continues  its  oourfe  6ksen  i^gties  to^araufdv 
Canrnb^uU.  The  MfanamBa  is  a  (biall  river^  w^A  rlibs  dfl 
hi3&tr)iiV<9r^,  and,  running  to  the  ibuth,  falls  into  the  fea  ad 
leagues  to  the  weft  of  Mandndfonve.  Mmerandre  is  anothii 
fm&  river,  two  leagues  from  Manemba,  which  irifes  alfb  ia 
Machhorcy  and  runs  to  the  foufh  foath-weflr.  There  an 
two  more  fmall  rivers,  four  leagues  from  Menersndr^,  aaf 
half  a  league  diftant  from  each  odber,  whole  fpitegs^aiie  in  fM' 
adjacent  mountains. 

Thb  coaft  of  Carcmbouley  the  ibuthermoft  part  of  tM 
ifiand  of  Madagafcavy  extends  from  eaft  to  weft,  b^ns  aboil 
theweftermoft  part  from  Mmiamba  river  to  the  MsnetanA^i, 
and  from  thence  winds  nortli-weft  to  the  rivers  Mcmanin^ 
and  Mdciic^re,  The  country  of  Caremhub  id  dl-y  and  bil«* 
ren,  with  good  pafture-lands  notwithftaadingf  and  pknty  df 
cattle,  abounds,  like  Ampatre,  in  cotton  and  fome  filk, 
which  is  made  into  apparel  by  the  inhabitants;  l^mbersof 
btiffaloes  are  met  with  along  the  banks  of  the  MartambGufi, 
formerly  domeftic  animals,  and  become  wild,  as  the  native 
report,  by  running  in  the  forefts  for  fifty  years,  during  the 
continual  wars  amongft  the  inhabitants  of  this  part, 
Maha-  The  province  of  Mahafalky  fituated  more  to  the  north- weft 

falle.         on  thefea-fide,  extends  as  far  as  the  fait  river,  called  by  the 
P.ortuguefe  Sacalitfi  and  fifteen  leagues  diftant  from  the  ri-  • 
vers  MaiiQmba  and  Machicorc.   The  river  Sacalite,  fituated 
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ia  2j;  deg.  of  fouth  latitude^  flows  from  the  cotintfy  of  Sou- 
htwe,  and  inns  into  a  gulph>  an  acGoAomed  anchoring-f^ace 
to  the  Portugue/t,  and  never  frequented  by  the  French. 

HouLou  vfi  begins  at  the  month  of  the  river  Sacaiife,  and  Hoaloavv 
extends  above  two  days  journey  up  the  country.     Siveb  exr  ri'ver. 
tends  four  leagues  along  the  coaft^  in  a  ftraight  line.     Ivo^ 
ronheoc,  or  country  of  the  bay  of  St.  Augujiinj  is  the  next, 
and  fituated  near  the  river  JongheUhe. 

The  river  Jmghelahe^  befides  many  rivulets,  receives  the  Jonghc- 
waters  of  three  rivers,  Randvmainthiy  Onghilamaffey^  and  Af-  lahc 
camare^  and  flows  weftward,  inclining  fomething  fouth, '•«*^*^' 
fixxA  the  iburce  in  the  mountains  of  MananAeuk^  and  falls 
into  the  fea  at  an  extremely  fine  bay,  which  the  Portuguefe 
have  for  mftny  years  called  the  bay  of  St.  Augujliny  but  re- 
tains to  thefe  times  the  name  dF  Jongelahe  amongft  the  inha- 
bitants s  it  is  fituated  under  23  deg.  of  fouth  latitude,  and 
(heltered  from  the  moft  dangerous  winds,-  is  navigabk  for 
great  fhips  from  the  fouth  to  north-weft,  but  hath  rocks 
on  both  fides,  which  render  the  entrance  dangerous,  tho' 
there  are  fix  or  eight  feet  depth  of  water  in  every  other  part 
of  the  bay.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  thie  gulph  ftands  a  fort, 
built  formerly  by  the  French^  quadragular,  with  four  fmall  baf- 
tions,  furrounded  by  pallifadoes,  and  a  ditch  full  of  water, 
eighteen  feet  wdc,  and  two  feet  deep,  not  walled  round, 
or  built  upon  an  emijience,  but  upon  a  level  with  the  ad* 
jdining  country,  with  a  way  fifteen  feet  wide  crofs  the  ditch, 
to  enter  the  fort.  The  EngHJh  generally  caft  anchor  in  this 
bay,  to  take  in  refreftiments,  and  land  the  fick  men,  in  order 
for  their  recovery. 

The  province  of  Machicere  is  of  great  extent,  and  of  equal  Machi- 
length  with  the  river  Jonghelahe,  is  ievcnty  leagues  over  from  core, 
eaft  north-eaft  to  weft  fouth-weft,  the  fame  from  caft  to  weft, 
and  about  fifty  from  north  to  fouth,  from  the  river  Jonghe- 
lahe to  the  provinces  of  Jmpatre  and  Mtthafalie. 

This  country  was  laid  wafte  and  ruined  by  wars  ;  the  in- 
habitants living  concealed  in  woods,  through  fear  of  th^ 
enemies,  upon  roots  only  and  the  flefti  of  wUd  cattle.  Ma- 
chicorey  Concha,  Manamhuk,  Ajfijfachj  and  Mahafalk^  were 
governed  by  one  lord,  called  Dian  Balnoaleny  or  lord  of  an 
hundred  thoufand  parks.  In  the  lifetime  of  this  prince,  thefe 
countries  enjoyed  a  profound  peace,  and  flourifiied  in  excefs 
of  riches  and  pleafure ;  but,  upon  bis  death,  a  war  broke 
out  between  his  fons,  which  was  carried  on  with  fo  much 
fury  and  animofity,  that  it  ended  in  their  intire  ryin  and  de- 
llru^on.  \ 
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ttivtrt,  DlRBCTLT  north  of  the  rirer  Jonghelahe  lie  two  large4 
vers,  one  called  Ranomainthi,  which  falls  into  the  JongAalm 
twelve  leagues  below  the  fource,  which  flows  from  the  congk* 
try  oiAj/^ach.  Ranoumene  is  the  name  of  the  other,  wtiSk 
*  lifes  in,  and  runs  £rom  AnachimouJJi  into  the  fea,  in  a  bay  iifli^- 
ated  in  la  deg.  of  fouth  latitude.  Another  river,  of  the  £ap 
nam^,  whofe  courfe  \%  weft  fouth-weft,  runs  into  a  bay  undfar 
ao  deg.  of  the  fame  latitude.  The  Portuguefe  call  the  ad-J 
jacent  country  Terta  del  Coda,  or  land  of  cattle,  from  Adt 
great  plenty.  Three  more  rivers,  called  Sahavianh,  Sm^ 
maudo,  and  Manatangby  flbwingfrom  the  countries  of  Erui^ 
irane^  Sitmpath  ^ud  SinaiPalaUs,  run  weftward  into  a  gjnit; 
bay,  in  19  deg.  to  the  weft  of  an  ifland. 

The  French  have  fcarce  any  kaowlege  of  the  north 
of  this  ifland  ;  and  the  PortUguefe  difcovered  of  late  i 
only  fome  maritime  places,  as  the  country  and  bay  of  PraefL 
the  country  of  St.  Andrew ^  the  Gape  oi  Donna  Noftra  Cunkk 
St.  Andrew's  river,  river  of  Die^  Scares ;  and  the  Cape^ 
St.  Sebq/lian  is  the  north-weft  point  of  this  ifland. 
Six  forts  Thet  have  fix  ibrts  of  honey,  called,  in  the  language^ 
^fbvnty.  the  country,  Tentele^  bees  honey,  called  VoatenteUy  hi 
from  certain  green  flies,  called  Sih^  and  two  forts  of  hi 
from  ants ;  one  fort  is  from  winged  ants,  and  is  gatb 
from  the  hollow  trees  ;  the  other  lort  from  alats  of  a  largor' 
fize,  without  wings,  who  make  their  honey  in  Vimtatasm^ 
or  great  heaps  of  earth,  pointed  at  the  top,  and  plercei 
round  with  holes,  full  of  thefe  ants;  all  which  forts  of  h^ 
ney  are  exceeding  fweet.  There  is  ftill  another  fort  of  li^ 
ney,  or  rather  fugar,  being  harder  and  fweeter,  called  7l»- 
tele  Sacondre ;  honey-flies,  called  Sacondre^  lay  this  oa  ^ 
leaves  of  particular  fhrubs,  and  are  transformed  afterwanb 
into  fmall,  yellow,  green,  or  red  lumps.  Many,  with  great 
xeafon,  have  held  this  honey,  or  fugar,  to  be  the  Arabim 
Tabaxir,  not  the  Sacar-Mambu,  or  fugar  of  Bamboo  canea^ 
whofe  juice  is  no  better  than  infipid  ftarch.  There  is  yet 
another  fort  of  honey,  efteemed  poifonous,  being  made  ]|f 
bees  which  fuck  the  flowers  of  a  particular  tree  that  pro? 
duces  a  flxarp  poifon.  This  tree  is  found  in  one  part  iif 
the  province  of  AnoJJi^  or  Carcanoffi^  and  is  called  Qu^ 
carac. 
Three  forts  '^^^  inhabitants  make  three  forts  of.  wine  j  the  firft  an4 
efwine.  ^^^  common  is  that  which  is  made  of  honey  ;  the  iecoQ^. 
of  fugar,  called  Touach,  or  Touapare,  which  fignifies  fugai^ 
wine;  it  taftes  bitterifti,  like  ftrong-beer,  or  apricot-kerndL* 
A  great  quantity  of  it  is  made  in  the  provinces  of  Manam 
hci0e,  Matatane,  and  ]\'laiigkab€t,  in  the  following  manner :  the 
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.fttgar-canes  are  boiled  in  water  to  two-thirds,  afterwai-ds 
put  into  large  gourds,  and,  in  three  days,  the  wine  is  fo 
ikohg  and  penetrating,  as,  in  a  night's  time,  to  eat  through 
^n  egg-fhelL  The  third  fort  is  made  with  the  fruit  of  Ba- 
fuina,  boiled  four  or  five  hours,  which  makes  a  fourifh  wine, 
like  cyder. 

Oils  are  of  different  forts,  and  made  "ufe  of  by  nien  and  Oi/s. 
women  to  rub  the  head  and  body:  the  moft  common  and 
known  are  thofe  of  Menachtanhetanht,  Menach  fignifying 
oil,  'Menachily  Menachouivau,  Menachmafoutray  Menach-vou-- 
ravcy  Menach-apocapojiCf  Menach-vintang^  and  Menach-aranie. 
Menach'tanhetanhe  is  an  oil  drawn  from  a  particular  plants 
called,  in  the  language  of  the  country,  Tanhetanhe^  and 
knowfi  in  Europe  by  the  name  of  Palma  Chriftiy  or  Ricinus. 
Menachil  is  an  oil  from  the  feed  of  Sefamey  which  they  call 
Voancaze ;  a  great  quantity  whereof  is  made  in  the  valley  of 
Amboule.  Menachchouivau  is  drawn  from  a  fruit  of  the  flze 
of  an  almond,  and  is  extremely  good  in  liquors  or  meats. 
Manachmafoutra  is  drawn  from  nuts,  the  fruit  of  the  tree 
which  produces  dragon's  blood.  Manach-vourave  is  drawn 
from  a  fruit  named  Fontji,  Menach-apocapouc  is  fqueezed 
"from  the  fruit  Apocapouc,  extremely  poifonous.  Menach- 
vintang  is  an  oil  from,  large  acorns,  or  maft.  Menach- 
arame  is  drawn  from  njits,  the  fruit  of  the  tree  frcMn  which  ' 

the  gum  Tacamahaca  is  produced.  The  foil  is  various ;  there 
is  a  red  earth,  the  fame,  or  of  equal  goodnefs,  with  that 
called  by  apothecaries  Bole  Jrmenian,  and  that  called  Terra 
Sigillataf  brought  from  the  ifle  of  Lemnos ;  but  Flacourt 
equally  efteems  that  oiMadagafcar.  The  red  earth  is  called 
by  the  inhabitants  T^m^^,  and  the  Terra  Sigillaf a,  Tave- 
tije ;  an  earth  as  white  as  chalk,  fat  and  clayey,  and  may  be 
lifed  inftead  of  foap,  to  wa(h  and  whiten  linen. 

Several  forts  of  gum  grow  in  this  ifland,  which  they  Gum^ 
call  Lite ;  and  fome  are  fragrant  and  odoriferous,  fuch  as  the 
Litementa,  or  benjoin ;  Literame,  or  gum  Tacamahaca ; 
Lite  Fimpi,  an  odoriferous  gum  of  the  tree  Fitnpi ;  Lite  En^ 
fourahay  a  green  gum,  of  a  balfamic  odour,  from  the  Fou-- 
raha  ;  ^izomainthi,  a  black  gum,  made  ufe  of  in  fixing  th6 
darts  in  their  handles ;  Hingue  is  likewifc  a  black  gum  of 
great  fragrancy;  Litiminthfi,  another  black  gum,  vifcous, 
and  becomes  dry;  it  comes  from  a  tree  in  the  province  of 
Manghabei,  and  is  like  Acacia.  The  women  make  ufe  of 
this  gum  in  painting  their  faces  ;  and  it  heals  wounds 
and  ulcers.  Litin  Bitftc,  a  fpecies  of  gum  made  by  ants 
in  the  province  oi  Ampatre^  is  white,  and  hangs  by  the 
branches  of  trees  ;  its  infide  is  intermixed  with  fmall  ant^ ; 
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and  is  alfo  made  ufe  of  to  fix  darts  in  the  handles.  Fana^ 
hue  is  nothing  but  a  mu(k  which  comes  from  an  animal  of 
the  fize  of  a  cat.  Varahanga  is  a  gum  which  yields  an 
odour  like  that  of  incenfe.  Liturha  is  dragon's  blood. 
Lititi  Barencoco  is  another  fpecies  of  dragon's  blood.  Id- 
tinpane  is  a  gum  or  yellow  refin,  extremely  fragrant,  from  a 
tree  called  Fane:  Vahanlitintang  is  the  juice  of  the  plant  or 
tree  Vintang^  or  aloe.  Litinharonga  is  a  yellow gum^  which 
comes  from  a  tree  whofe  flowers  yield  the  bees  the  fweeteft 
matter  for  honey. 
Plants  and  This  ifland  produces  in  great  plenty  various  forts  of 
other  w-  plants,  eatable  and  medicinal.  ^  Rice,  which  they  call  Vare- 
getahUs.  manghe  and  Vatomandre :  there  are  four  forts  of  the  firft, 
two  white  and  bearded,  the  other  reddifti,  without  beards^ 
and  of  a  rofe-colour  when  boiled.  The  rice  named  Vato* 
mandre  grows  only  in  winter,  is  fmaller,  and  of  a  bitter 
tafte.  There  is  another  fpecies  called  Varehondre^  only  no- 
minally different  from' Varemanghe^  which  is  fown  in  the 
fummer  for  a  winter-harveft,  of  no  great  account,  and  never 
fown  but  in  failure  of  the  other.  There  are  feveral  kinds  of 
yams,  which  they  call  in  general  Ouvi,  as  Ouvihare^  ct 
Soabeiy  CamhareSy  Oiivifoutchiy  OfcquCy  Mavondre^  Maleve^ 
.  Randrey  and  Damborn,  The  Ouvifoutchi  are  the  beft  and 
deareft ;  the  Soabeis  are  the  next,  and  white ;  the  Camhares 
are  of  a  violet  colour,  and  the  reft  of  a  light  grey.  The  ft«- 
vifoutchis  grow  to  a  great  fize  in  a  fat  foil,  and  generally  as 
large  as  the  leg ;  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  thefc  roots  are 
the  worth  of  an  ox.  The  Soabeis  are  but  half  as  big.  The 
Cambares  and  Ouvihares  are  of  equal  fize ;  one  hundred  and 
.  fifty  of  thefe  are  given  for  one  hundred  Ouvifoutchis .  Some- 
times one  plant  of  Ouvifoutchi  will  produce  two,  though  they 
commonly  flioot  but  one ;  but  three  or  four  roots  fpring 
from  one  plant  of  the  Camber esy  or  Ouvihare.  ,The  Ouvi^ 
hares  are  the  leaft  and  cheapeft,  but  are  good ;  they  take  root 
cafier  than  the  others,  and  are  the  common  food  for  fliaves : 
they  cut  them  into  four,  five,  ten,  or  twelve  pieces,  and 
plant  them  by  handfuls  to  take  root,  and  in  eight  months 
time  are  quite  ripe.  The  OJ^que  root  is  a  fpecies  of  yam, 
or  Ouviy  but  bitter ;  the  iflanders  fteep  and  boil  the  bit- 
ternefs  for  traftick,  and  the  negroes  make  their  niceft  meals  of 
it;  and  feveral,  when  the  bitternefs  is  gone,  dry  them  hard 
in  the  fun,  and  preferve  them  two  or  three  years  without  be- 
ing fpoiled.  The  Mavondre  root  is  a  kind  of  rice,  of  the 
moft  agreeable  tafte ;  one  plant  often  /hoots  ten  or  twelve 
.  roots,  but  never  larger  than  hens  eggs ;  they  have  the  cheft- 
nut  tafte  iu  a  fuperior  excelleucei  and  are  lighter  upon  the 
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flomach;  their  outfide  fkin  is  thin  and  bitter,  and  they  are 
planted  whole.  The  Ouvi^  called  Makve^  differs  little  from 
the  Soabei  and  Ouvihare.  There  are  various  forts  of  Ouvi 
that  (priog  up  of  themfelves,  which  are  Ouyi'in-iqffb,  Ouvi^ 
randre^  Ouvi-damiou,  Fanghitz,  Vahatay  Fan^e^  Hompouc^ 
With  feverai  others,  which  they  eat  and  feek  for  in  the  fields 
and  woods.  Ouvienpaffo  have  roots  6i  the  length  and 
thicknefs  of  the  arna^  equal  iii  tafte  with  the  ripe  CarembarSi 
^nd  grow  in  woods  by  the  fea-fide.  Ouvi-damiotis  are  like 
vine-roots,  produce  black  berries  with  the  tafte  of  muik ; 
their  ihoots  die  every  year;  the  leaves,  like  vine-leaves,  are 
unplealant,  infipid,  and  hard  to  digefi,  and  are  never  eat  but 
in  times  of  fcarcity  and  extreme  neceffity.  VahaJa  grows 
tindec-ground  as  large  as  great  bowls,  the  rind  grey,  are 
eaten  both  drefled  and  raw,  and  are  plentiful  in  feverai  pro-' 
vinces.  The  Ompilampes^  a  people  who  negleft  agriculture^ 
llv^  only  on  thofe  roots.     Fanghiiz  are  i-oofs  of  an  extraor-  ' 

ciinary  largenefs,  covered  with  a  reddifh  rind,  are  fometimes 
found  of  the  fize  of  a  man,  extremely  fweet,  yet  more  difti- 
ffreeable,  from  their  ipoifture,  than  the  Fahalas^  and  they 
latisfy  hunger  and  thirft  together,  are  of  eafy  digeftion,  and 
diuretic,  and  grow  under  low  hedges.  The  Hompouc  and 
fandre  roots  are  well-tafted.  The  aforementioned  Ovipi- 
tampes  and  Omppzeis,  who  neither  plant  nor  fow,  take  no  other 
nouriflimeat.  The  Sonzes  are  cabbages,  whofe  leaves  are 
round,  and  of  exceeding  magmtude ;  the  leaves  have  the. 
tafte  of  cabbage,  and  the  roots  that  of  artichoke  bottoms. 
Houmins^  or  Voamitfa,  are  fmall  roots  like  turnips,  about  the 
fize  of  the  thumb,  one  plant  producing  a  hundred  roots 
in  a  year.  There  are  three  .forts  of  Nenufar^  with  white, 
yellow,  and  violet  flowers;,  all  are  deemed  food,  and,  like 
cheftnuts,  are  eat  boiled  or  roailed ;  that  with  the  violet 
flower  is  greedily  eat  by  both  fexes  as  a  provocative ;  the 
white  and  the  yellow  have  a  contrary  effeft. 
.  Great  quantities  of  barley,  which  they  call  Apembe^  Grain^ 
grow  in  this  country  exceeding  high,  is  ripe  in  the  month/r«/V,&c.  j 
of  June^  but  of  hard  digeftion.  The  Voanghemhes  are  fmall 
beans,  agreeable  to  the  tafte  whether  ripe  or  otherwife,  but 
are  heavy  on  the  ftomach,  are  fown  in  June^  and  ripen  in 
three  months.  The  Voandfoiirous  are  fmall  peas,  of  the  fize  of 
lentils,  grow  eafily,  and  are  fown  at  the  fame  time  with  the 
Voanghemhes  beans.  Antac  is  a  kind  of  French  bean.  Voan* 
droti  is  a  kind  of  bean  produced  with  great  eafe ;  the  fruit  lies 
under-ground  with.one  bean  in  each  pod :  this,  with  great 
probability,  is  the  Arachidna  of  Theophrajius ;  the  leaves, 
like  trefoil,  are  three  and  tliree,  without  branches  or  ftalks, 
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excepting  thofe  of  the  leaves.  The  Varvates  reftmbles  the 
qapef-tree,  bloflbms  in  the  fame  manner,  each  pod  contain- 
ing one  fmall  pea  of  the  fize  of  a  lentil,  not  inferior  to  the 
Voandfourou ;  this  plant  is  very  fruitful,  and  grows  to  the 
height  of  a  cherry-tree.  Silk-worais  are  i^i  with  the  leaves 
of  this  tree  in  ^he  province  of  Alfijfach.     Bananas  grow  in 

Bananas,  feveral  places,  but  chiefly  in  the  provinces  of  Manamboule  and 
Icondre ;  the  inhabitants  mix  them  in  all  their  difhes ;  feme 
are  as  long  and  thick  as  the  arm,  called  Ontfi ;  others  bear 
fruit  about  half  that  bignefs,  fome  no  larger  than  the  thumb, 
and  others  ftill  lefs,  which  are  called  AcondreSy  of  a  green 
colour,  whether  young  or  old,  with  an  hundred  in  a  bunch. 
Thefe  roots  are  the  conftant  food  of  the  inhabitants,  are 
good  eating,  very  nouriftiing,  and,  when,  ripe,  roaft  like 
apples.  Some  are  plucked  green,  and  hung  up  to  ripen.  In 
the  province  of  Eringdrane,  the  bark  of  this  tree  is  fpun  for 

Ananas,  cloathing.  The  AnanaSy  called  Mandjfihj  the  inhabitants 
6f  St,  Mary's  ifland,  and  of  the  bay  of  Antongily  grow  in 
great  plenty;  but  thofe  of  that  ifland  exceed  what  are  found 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  Dauphin,  The  water-melons 
.  are  of  twolcinds,  one  with  black,  the  other  with  red  feeds, 
and  yield  great  relief  in  the  hot  feafon.  They  have  fetch 
melons  as  in  EuropCy  and  pumpkins,  whofe  firft  feeds  were 
imported  from  France.  The  gourds  are  of  two  kinds,  long 
and  round ;  the  long  are  dreffed  before  they  are  ripe,  and 
eat  with  milk,  and,  when  dried,  are  made  ufe  of  for  bottles. 

Sugar-      They  have  great  plenty  of  fugar -canes,  principally  in  the 

canes.  provinces  oiMatatanc;ManambouleyAntavare^GalembouIey  and 
the  ifland  of  St.  Mary.  The  inhabitants  reap  only  the  finall 
advantage  of  bad  wine,  from  their  want  of  knowlege  to  make 
fugar;  but  the  wine  is  fo  penetrating  as  to  exceed  the 
ftrongeft  juice  of  lemon,  and  will  cut  through  a  ftone-cup  in 
a  night's  time.  Voanato  is  the  fruit  of  a  large  tree  that 
grows  by  tlie  fea-fide ;  its  meat,  though  clammy  and  vif- 
cous,  is  nourifiiing ;  the  natives  eat  it  with  milk  or  fait ; 
the  wood  is  very  folid,  proper  for  building,  extremely  ckan 
and  fmooth,  ajid  not  fubjeft  to  rot  or  be  worm-eaten.  Von^ 
taca  is  a  fruit  of  the  Bignefs  of  a  quince,  its  coat  as  hard  as 
a  gourd,  full  of  flat  feeds,  the  juice  and  foft  meat,  when 
ripe,  is  of  an  exquifite  flavour  and  tafte,  and  cafl:s  the  moft 
fragrant  fmell ;  but  is  prejudicial  arid  hurtful  to  the  ftomach, 
if  not  perfeftly  ripe.  Garcias  calls  thefe  fruits  Bengal  quinces, 
'  and  Dtirant,  Marmemelos  de  Bengala.  Its  wine  has  the 
*  tafte  of  beer,  is  laxative,  and  gives  pains ;  the  ripe  fruit  fat- 

White       tens  the  hogs.    They  have  great  plenty  of  the  white  pepper "; 
^  tapper.  '    the  woods  near  Mi:nghabei  are  loaded  on  all  fidqs  with  this 
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pepper;  turde-doves-  and  wood-pigeons  feed  on  it,  and  it 

ripens  in  the  monthaof  Juguji,  September,  and  OBober.  The 

great  Cardamuniy  or  Langouze,  otherwife  Malaguet,  or  grain 

of  paradife,.  grows  in  great  abundance  near  the  province  of 

CaJembouU;  the  fruit  is  red  as  fcarlet,  the  meat  white,  of  an 

agreeable  and  tart  tafte,  with  black  feed.     There  is  likewife  Ginger. 

true  ginger,  tho'  not  plentiful,  by /7<zcowr^'s  account ;  but 

Francis  Cauche  affirms  that  it  grows  throughout  the  iiiland ;    *     , 

and  that  the  iflanders  plant  it  round  theiishoufes,  to  receive 

the  rain  which  falls  on  the  leaves,  and  rqund  the  bee-hives,  as 

ibod  for  the  bees.     On  the  mountains  another  kind  grows, 

called  Sacaviro  of  JtnboiL,  which  fignifies  hog-ginger.     /7a- 

court  affirms  it  to  be  only  the  Zedoaria.     Coco-nuts  are  Coco  nutu 

icarce,  and,  by  the  report  of  the  inhabitants,  were  formerly 

unknown.     About  a  hundred  years  fmce,  the  fruits  were 

fortunately  drove  on  the  coaft  by  the  waves  of  the  fea,  which 

produced  the  firft  trees  of  this  kind.     This  account  feems 

probable,  as  in  thefe  days  thofe  nuts  were  feen  floating  near 

the  ihore,  which,  without  doubt,  came  from  fomc  adjacent 

country,  whofe  coaft  abounded  with  that  fort  of  tree.     The  Saffr^m   '^ 

Indian  faiFron,  which  by  the  famous  Linchoten  is  called  Cur- 

cuina  and  Cunhet,  grows  iilcewife  in  the  iflamj.     Saracine^xQ- 

fembles  ginger  in  tafte  and  its  yellow  colour,  is  not  fo  tart,  and    - 

is  iifed  to  colour  and  relifh  the  meat.   Voatzarte  grows  upon  " 

fipall  trees  with  broad  leaves;  the  fruit  is  gathered  like 

onk>ns«  of  the  fize  of  an  egg,  full  of  juice  within,  like  the 

the  coco-nut;  the  peel  dried  has  an 'aromatic  tafte,  and  is 

eatable;  the  natives  make  ropes,  mats,  and  balkets,  of  the 

leaves.     Achith  is  a  kind  of  plant,  that  creeps  op  the  ground 

like  a  vine;  the  leaves  are  round,  pointed  at  the  end,  and 

dented  like  ivy,  and  always  green  ;  the  f;'uit,  of  the  fize  of  an 

unripe  grape,  ripens  in  the  months  of  December,  Jaimary^ 

and  February.     The.  true  vine  abounds  in  the  country  of  ^A 

Jijfack,  and  the  grapes  are  ripe  in  January,     Amboutou  is  a 

fmali  plant  like  flax,  of  a  bitter  ftyptic  tafte ;  the  natives 

chew  this  plant  to  blacken,  the  teeth,  lips,  and  gums ;  it  is 

corroborative,  and,  in  times  of  famine,  is  eat  tolupport  and 

pfderve  ftrength.     Lengoii  is  the  fruit  of  a  creeping  plant,  of 

the  fize  of  a -nut,  thick-flielled,  and  taftes  like  the  large  green 

plum ;  the  flcin  pounded  colours  black,  and  is  made  ufe  of 

for  that  purpofe  by  the  natives.     Zanale  is  a  fetid  creeping 

herb,  in  great  requefi  and  efteem  among  the  natives  for  the 

fame  purpofe ;'  as  alfo  for  the  cure  of  ulcered  gums ;  the 

brfeatl^  becomes  ftrong,  which  renders  their  perfons  infup- 

portable.     There  grows  a  plant  alfo,   whiQh  the  Indians 

call  B^Ulj  or  BethrCj  the  Arabians  TamloulyZxid  the  iflanders 
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Tamboure,  which  the/conftantly  chew  with  thyme  and  Voa* 
dourou  fruit,  after  the  Eqft  Indian  manner.  In  the  province 
of  Matatane  the  fruit  Fwrenfourou^  or  In£an  Areca^  pre*^ 
vails.  BanghetSf  called  by  the  Indians  Anger^  is  the  planf 
of  which  indico  is  made,  in  the  foUoMtdng  manner :  a  great 
quantity  of  the  plant,  when  it  firft  blofToms,  is  fleeped  is 
water,  together  with  the  ftalks  and  leaves,  which,  being  ^ 
flirred,  putrify  in  three  or  four  days ;  the  water  becoaaes  bf 
the  Infufion  of  a  violet  colour,  is  cleared  of  the  ftalks  aal 
leaves,  and  then  mixed  and  incorporated  with  a  proportioa* 
able  quantity  of  olive-oil,  is  afterwards  run  off  by  a  hotels 
the  bottom,  through  a  fieve,  into  a  tub  underneath,  and  tto 
dye  in  the  fettling,  finks  like  dregs  to  the  bottom :  the  wa» 
ter  is  drawi^  off  by  pipes,  or  dipping  of  rags,  which  ait 
fqueezed  till  Nothing  but  the  dreg  remains  ;  and  this  diidf 
in  the  fhade  is  the  true  indico.  Fanjbaa  is  a  great  and  higit 
tree,  which  yields  a  reddifh  liquor,  a  conilderable  time  after 
it  is  cut  down ;  the  leaves  are  like  fern,  the  wood  veiny  and 
hard,  but  foft  in  the  middle.  Rauver  is  a  tree  whofeleaw^ 
like  aloe,  are  half  an  ell  long,  but  thinner,  and  madeufeef' 
to  cover  huts  aijd  cottages,  and  called  Fandre. 

Latacanchomelahe,  or  bull-flone,  from  the  refian* 
blance  in  the  fruit,  is  a  creeping  plant,  of  a  white  bloffi»i| 
with  the  fmell  of,  but  larger  than,  jeflamin.  Singofau  is  I 
large  leaf,  three  palms  long,  and  four  fingers  broad,  rf  a , 
plant  which  cleaves  to  trunks  of  trees ;  this  leaf,  bruifei 
and  applied  to  the  eye,  is  faid  to  clear  the  eye-fight; 
Rhomba  is  an  herb  that  flioots  great  leaves,  grows  two  cnMd 
high,  has  the  fmell  of  cloves  and  dnnamon,  and  is  afpedei 
of  balfam.  A  gr^at  quantity  of  the  eaftern  Cyperus  is  foimi 
on  the  fides  of  the  rivers  and  marfhes,  which  the  nati?C8 
call  Mouytdy  and  ufe  it  in  diforders  of  the  head,  hm^^ 
like  the  European  foap-wort,  be^s  a  flower  refembling  jcffih 
min,  the  root  is  bitter,  and  is  good  againft  the  heart-bum 
and  all  forts  of  poifon  :  there  are  two  forts,  one  fliflOB 
white,  the  other  purple  flowers ;  that  with  the  white  iue 
the  mofl  virtue.  Anramatico  is  a  great  plant  two  ctiKts 
high,  with  fhoots  at  the  end  of  the  leaves  a  palm  long,  « 
hoUov/  flower,  with  a  particular  and  moft  curious  fruit,  ia 
the  form  of  a  vafe  and  cover,  of  two  kinds,  red  and  yd- 
low  :  the  natives,  who  believe  that  rain  would  immediate^ 
follow  the  gathering  this  fruit,  refrain  from  it  upon  thcSr 
journies ;  but  Europeans  have  found  by  experience  thefe  rela- 
tions to  be  romantic,  and  without  foundation.  The  flowers 
are  full  of  water,  and  hold  a  gallon.  Voame  are  diminuriv« 
pea?.  Of  red  beans,  produced  by  afinall  creeping  plant.  Ti« 
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goldfmhhs  of  this  country,  who  have  no  notion  of  borax, 
folder  gold  by  dipping  it  in  Vodme  pounded  and  mixed  with 
lemon-juice,  called  by  the  Indians  Conduri,  and  by  the  inha- 
["■  bitants  of  Java,  Sagdy  who  ufe  it  for  weights.     Fionouts^ox  Fiononts. 
VotiUbohitSy  is  an  herb  bearing  yellow  flowers  and  very  thiclc 
leaves ;  when  burnt  green,  it  has  the  fmell  of  melilot,  and 
^e  afhes  make  lye.     Fimpi  is  a  tree  of  the  fize  of  the  olive ;  Fimpi, 
the  bark'  afh-grey,  with  the  fmell  of  mufk,  and  its  tafie  more 
biting  than  that  of  pepper,     Flacourt  deems  it  to  be  the 
Indian  Cofius.   '  The  bark  is  dried  in  the  fun  like  cinnamon, 
and,  whether  burnt  or  not,  has  a  moft  agreeable  fmell :  the 
Txrood  is  white  and  hard,  with  a  ftrong  fcent ;  the  leaves 
have  the  fmell  of  the  bark  and  leaves  of  the  aloe,  is  called 
in  the  country  TetecB^  by  the  antient  Greek  phyficians  Jgal^ 
bchum  and  Xyloaloey  or  aloe-wood,   and  by  the  Portugitefe 
Paoda  ^iHa ;  the  leaves  are  fomething  larger  than  thofe  of 
the  myrtle,  dented,  with  near  the  fame  fmell,   and  occafion 
feeezing.     Madrife  is  a  tree  whofe  wood  is  marbled,  of  a  Madrife* 
violet  colour  in  the  middle,  and  the  leaves  fmall.     Hazon 
Mainthi,  or  black  wood,  or  ebony-tree ;  the  ebony  is  the  Hazon 
heart  of  the  trunk;    the  tree  is  large,  loaded  with  fmall  MainthU 
leaves  like  myrtle,  of  a  diark  green,  with  a  blackifh  bark,  and 
of  three  or  four  kinds.     Anaconts  bears  a  fruit  larger  than 
the  finger,  of  an  a(h-grey,  with  leaves  refembling  thofe  of  the 
pear-tree;  the  fruit  contains  a  fweet  and  white  juice,  made 
ufe  of  to  turn  milk.  Tendrocojfes  bears  pulfe.   Tarantale  is  a  Tepdro. 
kind  of  box.     Sanzenelahej  or  Sanzene  Vaue^    is  of  two  co^es^ 
forts ;  the  wood  has  the  fmell  of  cummin-feed,  but  much 
ftrooger;  the  bark,  refembling  elder,  is  the  flrongeft :  the 
nadves  grind  it  with  water  upon  a  ftone,  and  ufe  it  in  fevers, 
and  in  curing  every  kind  of  wound ;  the  latter  is  reckoned 
the  beft.     Encafatrahe  is  a  wood  whofe  heart  is  green,  and  Encafa- 
fuil  of  veins,  with  the  fmell  of  a  rofe,  like  Lignum  RAodium,  trahe. 
and,  when  ground  and  applied  to  the  ftomach,  is  good 
againfi  heart-burnings  and  faindngs.     Mera  is  a  tree  with  Mera. 
leaves  like  thofe  of  the  oUve,  the  wood  yellow  in  the  middle, 
without  fmell,  and  hard  as  box.     Vintang  is  a  tree  whofe  Vintang. 
wood  is  never  worm-eaten,  and  ufed  by  the  natives  for  ca- 
noes ;  it  produces  a  gum  or  reiln  particularly  good  in  healing 
wounds.     The  wood  of  the  tree  Azonorouts  is  extremely  Azono- 
good  and  proper  for  combs.     Tambouhitfi  is  a  tree  whofe  routs. 
wood  is  of  an  orange-colour  in  the  middle,  but  of  no  ufe  in 
dying*     latra  is  the  tree  which  produces  benjamin.     San-  Fatra. 
draha  is  a  ftreight  and  tall  tree,  the  wood  is  blacker  than 
ebony,  without  knots  or  fibres,  and  may  be  fmoothed  and 
poliibed  a$  horn  j  it  grows  near  and  in  the  environs  of  Ranou- 
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feutchi,  the  greateft  pieces  are  feven  inches  thick*  Cocambe 
is  another  black  wood,  like  the  latter,  more  crooked,  grows 
in  ftony  and  thorny  places,  hs^s  few  leaves  aqd  flowers  ;  the 
wood,  when  burnt,  yieldeth  a  moft  agreeable  fmelU  Some 
of  thefe  trees  have  trunks  and  branches  exceeding  large, 

>  Envilajfe  is  another  fpecies  of  cbpny,  reiembliog  theSandrahi^ 
wood,  with  few  knots,  Zt^ga  is  the  wood  of  which  are 
made  the  handles  for  darts.  Tamboure<iJfa  is  a  tree  bearing 
apples,  which,  in  ripening,  open  into  four  parts ;  the  isikb 
pulp  id-  full  of  kernels,  and  covered  with  a  tMn  ocatige«co? 
loured  {kin,  which  yield  a  tin£hire  like  the  American  Hooou, 
AnacOy  like  the  cyprefs-tree,  grows  by  the  water-fide.     ^ 

fmpajfehis  bears  a  fruit  of  exquifite  tafte,  of  the  fize  of  a  date, 
Fahats  is  a  fmall  ftirub,  the  bark  of  the  roots  pf  which  ig 
ufefal  in  dying,  and  is  eafily  feparated  from. the  freih  roott 
by  water,  which,  when  dry,  muilt  be  pared:  the.  bark,  for 
ufe,  is  boiled  with  filk  or  woollen  on  a  flow  fire,  in  a  Ije 
made  of  the  fame  bark ;  and  the  ftufF,  in  this  manner,  is  im- 
pregnated with  red  of  the  colour  of  fire,  and,  by  addkog  a 
little  lemon-juice»  will  take  a  fine  yellow.     Tamarinds  lik^ 
wife  grow  in  grfeat  plenty.     The  tree  caUed  Anghive  is  cjF 
two  forts,  the  great  and  lefler ;  the  latter  bears  a  fruit  oi 
the  fize  of  a  walnut;  the  firft,  common  in  the  province  of 
Calemboule,  as  large  as  ben-eggs,  of  a  fcarlet  colour  and  ex^i 
qulfite  tafte ;  a  deco£tion  of  the  roots  cures  the  heat  of  urin^ 
and  the  gravel.     Jndian  B^ukhais  a  fmall  flirub  that  grows 
on  the  fea-fhore,  whofe  leaves  refemble  thofe  of  the  herb 
called  Dog*s  Tongue.      VaroMcoco  is  a  plant  that  twine$ 
about  great  trees,  and  bears  a  violet-coloured  fruit  as  lai^ 
^s  peaches,  of  an  admirable  tafte,  esftremdy  fwcet,  but  viC» 
pons,  with  four  great  kernels  in  the  middle  ;  and  the  wood^ 
tho'  worm-eaten  in  a  year,  is  made  ufe  of  for  hoops  :  a  red 
gum  like  blood  oozes  through   the  bark,    thick  and  re* 
finous,  which  difiblves  by  a  candle  like  gum  La5iis,  and  has 
near  the  fame  fmell,     Rhaa^  called  in  the  country  the  dra- 
gon tree,  from  the  figure  of  that  animal,  as  is  rdated,^  di*» 
ftinftly  imprinted  on  the  fruit  when  the  fldn  is  off,  grows  as 
large  as  a  walnut- tr^,  and,  by  making  an  aperture  or  incifiQa 
in  the  bark  of  the  trunk  or  branches,  a  gum  fprings  out  red 
as  blood ;  on  which  account  the  natives  called  the  tree  Rhaa^ 
or  blood,  and  apothecaries  the  gum,  Dragon! s  Blood;  the 
wood  is  white,  and  foon  worm-eaten  ;  the  leaves  longer,  but 
like  thofe  of  the  pear-tree ;  the  fruit,  called  in  the  language 
of  the  country,  Mafoutra^  and  by  DodonauSy  and  others, 
Dragonaly  has  the  form  and  fize  of  a  finall  pear,  the  end 
tjiickef;,  with  five  points  or  extremities,  which  ccMitain,  a 
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kernel  covered  by  one  membrane,  of  the  form,  colour,  and 
almoft  the  tafte,  of  a  nutmeg.     MonardeSy  i^nd  others,  have 
affirmed,  that  the  figure  of  a  dragon  was  imprinted  on  this 
frcdt  under  the  fldn  th^t  covered  it ;  but  Flacourt^  who  open- 
ed many,  difcovercd  the  falfity  of  this  account.     There  are 
three  kinds  of  this  tree,  bparing  different  fruits,  and  a  fat  and 
thick  oil  i$  drawn  from  thefe  kernels,  which  is  a  fovereign 
remedy  againft  inflammations,  burnings,  eryfipelas,  itch,  and 
extraordinary  fwellings ;  a  decoftion  of  the  bark  is  good  for 
the  bloody-flu^.     Lalanda  is  a  jeflamin  which  grows  to  the  Lalanda, 
height  of  a  fmall  flirub ;  the  leaves  are  like  thofe  of  the  ^w- 
ro^^flw  jeflamin,  and  the  flowers  are  extremely  odoriferous, 
which  are'  ufed  by  the  women  to  fcent  the  oil  of  Sefame^ 
called  in  the  country  MenachiL     Hormits  Ancafon  is  a  fmall  Honniu 
•flirub  bearing  a  flower  of  the  fmell  of  jeflamin,  but  larger  ^nca« 
and  whiter;  the  ftock,  which  fupports  it,  is  white,  and  fix  °^' 
inches  long.     Voale  is  a  fmall  fhrub  that,  flioots  .a  flower  Voalc. 
Jike  the  liriconfi^ncy,  called  by  apothecaries  Lilium  conval- 
Httmi     Langhare  is  a  fmall  flirub  that  ufually  grows  under  Lan^;-. 
buflies  and  hedges,  and  flioots  long  leaves  notched  like  a  faw,  hare, 
like  the  cheftnut-tree,   but  clofer  and  more  pointed  at  the 
ends ;  the  ftock  is  ftreight,  and  the  flowers,  which  grow 
withotit  any  feeming  fattening  or  fupport,  through  the  bark 
^  over  the  trunk,  are  blood-coloured,  of  a  biting  tafte,  laxa- 
tive, and  raife  a  falivation,  if  chewed.     It  is  affirmed,  that 
the  wood  pounded  and  drank  with  water,  or  hung  by  the 
neck,  immediately  cures  the  hiccups,     Ij/limbouhe  is  a  tree  Mimboa^ 
bearing  odoriferous  leaves,  made  ufe  of  to  gladden  and  warm  he. 
the  heart.     Horctme  is  a  large  tree,  which  produces  a  parti-  Horame« 
cular  gum,  known  amongft  the  apothecaries  by  the  American 
name  of  Tacamahacay  and  is  properly  a  refin,  generally  of 
the  poplar  magnitude,  covered  with  long  and  narrow  leaves, 
with  fruit  of  the  flze  of  a  nut  or  plum,   thick  and  like 
refln,  and  the  wood  fit  for  fliip-building.     A  particular  In-  Nonnijc, 
dian  Sg-tric  grows  here,  called  NonnuCy  and  by  Linfchoteriy 
in  tiie  Portuguefe  language,  Jrvor  de  RaiSy  or  root-tree, 
from  its  aptnefs  to  take  root  at  the  end  of  the,bbughs, 
which  inclijoe  to  and  touch  the  ground,  and  become  new 
trunks,   continue  fliooting  frefla  branches,  inclining  to  the 
earth  like  thickets,    and,   becoming  frefli  ftocks,  multiply, 
without  difcontinuance,  into  forty  or  fifty,  as  is  frequently 
feen,  each  growing  equal  in  h^ht  to  the  firft  or  mother- 
ftock,  and  the  whole  occupying  fo  large  a  circumference, 
that  a  hundred  perfons  may  {helter  themfelves  from  the  heat 
or  rain  under  one  of  thefe  trees.  •  Flacourt  relates,  that  he 
)i4d  f^n  fev^al  in  the  aeighbofirhood  of  Fort  D^ufhin,  which 
3    .         .  had 
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had  produced  four  new  ftocks^  twelve  feet  each  in  circumfe- 
rence ;  and  that  from  each  ftock  others  had  fprung,  inclining 
to,  and  ready  to  take  root  in,  the  earth,  at  48  feet  diflance 
Voanoa-  one  from  the  other.  ^  The  fruit  called  the  Voanounouc^  or 
noQC*        Nounmc  fruit,   or  Indian  fig-tree,  has  the  tafte  and  (hape 
of  European  figs ;  a  milky  juice  fprings  from  any  aperture 
or  incifion  in  this  tree,   and  the  bark  is  fit  for  cordage. 
Veva.       Veva  is  a  fmall  (hrub  whofe  leaves  refemble  thofe  of  the  al- 
mond-tree, of  a  dark  green  above,  and  white  and  hairy 
Hima-      underneath,  with  an  attraftive  quality.     HintavaU  is  a  tree 
vale.         with  fix  leaves  on  each  litde  branch,  placed  oppofitc  each 
other,  odoriferous,  and  efteemed  a  good  cordial.     Endra- 
Endra-      chendrach  is  a  great  tree,   the  wood  yellow,  odoriferous, 
^^\        heavy,  and  hard  like  iron,  and,  as  marble,  fufiers  no  alte- 
drach.       ration  under  ground;  wherefore  it  is  properly  called  by 
Tiiman-    that  name,  which  fignifies  lading  without  end.     TJhnandam 
dam.         is  a  tree  with  few  leaves,  and  is  ufeful  in  cardialgias,  the 
plague,    and  other  contagious  diftempers.      Ferocojfe  is  a 
flender  ftirub,  which  produces  fmall  round  cabbages,  which 
Mandon-  are  excellent  eating.     Mandouavate  is  a  tree  guarded  by  a 
avate.       green  bark,  hard,  and  very  prickly,  and  produces  a  fruit 
refembling  filberds ;  the  wood  is  fit  for  dart-handles.     Sira 
Sira  Manghits,  or  odoriferous,  from  the  agreeable  finell  of  the 

Mang-      leaves,  is  a  flender  tree,  ufeful  to  chear  the  heart  ^  the  leaves 
'^^^'         have  the  fmell  of  white  and  yellow  fanders,  the  bark  that  of 
Aboa-      cloves,  and  produces  a  fweet-fmelling  rofin.     Jboulaza  is  a 
laza.         tree  whofe  wood  is  alfo  cordial.     Laheric  is  a  tree  whofe 
ftock  is  upright  and  hollow,  and  the  leaves  are  fixed  round 
Fooraha.  in  a  fpiral  line,  like  a  fcrew.     Fooraha  is  a  tree  which  pro- 
duces a  green  odoriferous  balfam,  apd  is  a  fovereign  remedy 
for  every  fort  of  wound  and  bruife,  and,  mixed  with  oil,  is 
ufcd  by  women  as  an  ointment  for  the  hair,  and  bears  a 
Miho-       large  fruit.     Mihohats  is  a  tree  of  a  cordial  virtue,     j^rin- 
hats.         dranto  is  a  tree  whofe  rotten  wood,  when  burnt,  yields  a 
wonderful  fragrancy,  and  is  exceeding  proper  for  perfumes. 
Ouvi-        Ouvilajfa  is  a  creeping  plant,  whofe  root  refembles  that  of 
laiTa.         jdllap,  and  yields  a  gum  or  rofin  like  fcammony,  and  pur^s 
with  fuch  violence,  when  eat,  as  to  draw  blood.     Saldits  is 
Saldits.     a  fine  woody  plant,  which  produces  red  flowers,  refembling 
feathers;  the  feed  is  vomiting,  and  the  root  of  the  fame 
Pendre.     plant  flops  it.     Pendre  is  a  tree  that,  flioots  leaves  higher 
than  an  aloe,  and  bears  ten  or  twelve  white  flowers  of  an  ex- 
cellent odour ;  the  women  infufe  it  in  the  fun  in  Menachil 
Apoca-     or  Sefame  oils.     Jpocapouc  is  a  tree  whofe  leaves  and  flowers 
pouc.        are  like  thofe  of  fpurge-laurel ;  the  fruit  is  of  the  fize  of  an 
almond  or  nut,  and  ftrong  poifon ;  an  oil  is  drawn,  never* 
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thelefs,  from  the  kernels,  ufefol  for  anointing  the  hair.     Ou- 
viau  is  a  tree  bearing  a  kind  of  almond,  from  which  is  drawn 
exquifite  oil  for  the  hair,  and  fauces.     Voulou  is  a  kind  of  Vouloo. 
Indian  cane ;  Gnfchoten  and  Acofta  name  the  tree  Mambu, 
and,  in  imitation  of  the  Indians^  Bamboos  the  pith  is  moift, 
and  fomething  like  milk ;  the  /Arabian  phyficians  call  it  7Jz- 
baxir,  and  the  Indians  Sacar  Mambu,  or  Bamboo,  and  is  in 
great  efteem  throughout  the  eaft;     Their  plenty  in  the  pro- 
'  vince  of  Gakmboule  gives  the  name  to  the  country ;  Bamboos 
and  rice  being  almoft  the  only  produce,  which  the  natives  cut 
down  and  burn,  and  ufe  the  afties  as  manure  for  rice  ;  many 
are  as  large  and  thick  as  the  thigh,  tall,  black,  and  round, 
and  the  chief  beauty  of  the  country :  every  three  years  the 
tree  bears  a  fruit  no  larger  than  a  fmall  bean  ;  flour,  equal 
in  goodnefs  with  that  from  European  wheat,  might  be  made 
of  this  fruit.     This  tree  is  as  ufeful  to  thefe.iflanders  as  the 
coco-tree  to  the  Indians y  fuppKes  materials  for  kitchen  and 
houftiold-fumiture  of  all  forts,  and  for  all  ufes,  fmall  wher- 
ries for  the  rivers,  roofs,  floors,  planks^  and  flays  for  build- 
ings, fedans,  or  palankins,  ind  are  made  ufe  of  throughout 
the  Eaji  Indies  for  the  fame  purpofes.     Ampotfoutchi  is  a  Ampou* 
light  white  wood,  eafy  to  be  worked  ;  the  aflies  are  proper  foutchL 
to  make  powder,  and  the  bark  is  fit  for  cordage.     Anaze  is  a  ' 
krge  tree,  and  grows  like  a  pyramid  ;  the  fruit  full  of  white  Anazc. 
pith,  with  the  tafte  of  tartar,  and  of  hard  kernels,  like  the 
pine-apple.     Tavevoule  is  a  tree  whofe  leaves  are  narrow  Tave- 
and  long,  without  ftalks,  grow  round,  and  appear  to  bevoulc. 
'  glued  to  the  branches.     Ouvave  is  a  kind  of  reed,  knotty  Oavave. 
like  the  Indian  cane,  the  root  fit  to  cat,  and  the  wood,  of  a 
violet  colour,  ferves  to  ^ye  red.     Befides  thefe  plants,  moftly 
peculiar  to  the  ifland  of  Madagafcavy  there  are  many  which 
refemble,  or  are  the  fame  with  EuropSan  plants.     True 
grapes  grow  in  the  defert  of  Alfjfachy  but  the  inhabitants,  Grapesm 
ignorant  of  their  quality,  are  afraid   to  eat   them.     The 
land  every-where  produces  good  tobacco  (D),  and  feveral  Tobacco. 
kinds  of  jeflamin.     Hemp  grows  in  great  plenty  ;  and  Fla^ 
court  rebtes  that  the  ftalk,  leaves,  and  feed,  are  the  fame  as  j{emp. 
the  European ;  that  the  natives  take  particular  care  in  the 
^   management  of  this  plant,"  who  fuck  the  dry  leaves  in  lieu 
of  tobacco,  which  produces  a  fimilar  effeft,  ftupifies,  and 
(raufes  fleep :  old  women,  the  Ombiajfesy  or  priefts  and  doc- 

(DX   Here  is  alfo    tobacco    ihtXhyZ^xYkey  ^oliitjenttaugh' 
^hich  they  fmoke  in  reeds  or    la*. 
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torSy  make  ufe  of  it  to  baoifh  chagrin  and  melanchcdy ;  and 
a  likC'phnt.  called  Bangue,  is  ufed  in  the  Eq/i  Indies  for  the. 
fame  purpcJlc.     The  ft2k  of  the  Madagafcar  hemp  is  looked 
upon  as  fit  for  cordage  or  linen,  and  never  lifed  as  in  Eu^ 
rope.     Leeks,  purflaine,  lettices,  carrots,  cabbage,  turnips,, 
anife,  muftard,  and  hawthorns,  are  here  in  great  plenty.! 
Voarots  is  the  fruit  of  a  large  tree,  with  leaves  refeinbling! 
thofeof  the  olive,  which,  added  to  the  height  and  extent  of 
the  boughs  and  branches,  eschibit  a  moft  agreeable  fight,  and 
is  extremely  ornamental ;  the  fruit,  of  the  fize  of  a  cherry^ 
with  a  thick  (hell  like  a  nut,  ia  exceeding  bitter,  and  is  of 
three  forts,  white,  red,  and  black.     Y^averone  is  a  fruit  of 
a  violet  colour,  not  larger  than  a.  red  currant,  fweet.  and 
agreeable  to  the  mouth,  and  dyes  black  and  violet.     White 
mulberries  are  found  in  this  country,  extremely  four  and 
iharp ;  the  leaves  are  dilFerent,  with  a  bare  refemblance.  o£ 
the  European  fruit.     Azonvalala  is  a  fmail,  red,  agreeable 
fruit,  without  juice,  and  grows  upon  fmall  ihrubs  amongft. 
the  buflies.     Voatfourte  is  a  fmall  folid  fruit,  like  nutmegs,! 
with  the  walnut  tafte,  either  boiled  or  roafted.     Tocanhoba^ 
is  the  fruit  of  a  tree  refembling  the  finall  pear-tree  ;  it  kills 
dogs;  the  tree  grows  extremely  high;  the  wood,  of  mufk 
colour,  is  the  beavieft  and  hardefl  in  the  country,  and  bears 
a  fine  poli(h.     Voanane  is  a  fruit  half  a  foot  long,  omfifting^ 
of  fcwir  parts,  with  the  tafte  of  aftony  pear,  and  is  a.fove- 
reign  remedy  in  laxative  diforders.     Ent/acale  is  the  fruit  of 
a  large  tree,  which  grows  in  a  ftraight  line,  extremely  high  ;. 
the  leaves  are  few,  and  referable  thofe  of  the  nut-tree;  the  ^ 
fruit  long,  and  divided  into  different  little  cells,  thinner  thaa 
the  ikin  that  covers  them,  in  and  outfide  yellow,  full  of  feed, 
and  fome  juice  of  an  agreeable  tafte,  and  grow  upon  the 
trunk  from  the  bottom  to  the  top,   and  only  fattened  by  a 
thin  ftalk,  which  is  uncommon  and  curious.     There  are 
three  kinds;  that  aheady  mentioned,  the fecond  with  the 
outfide  black,  and  the  third  of  an  afti-grey ;  and  all  with 
tonti,       veins  and  fibres  lying  in  the  bark.     Fontiy  or  Dourou,  is  a 
plant  that  grows  like  a  plume  of  feathers,  with  leaves  fix 
feet  long  and  two  broad,  and  there  are  many  ten  feet  long, 
exclufive  of  the  ftalk,  which  is  fometimes  two  feet  long  j 
the  fruit  is  called  Voatfonji^  or  Voadourou^  and  is  inclofed  in  s^ 
hard  rind  or  bark. 
Sjuadru-        THE  ifland  of  Madagafcar  abounds  in  different  kinds  of 
f(d4y  &c.    quadruped  animals,  infedh,  birds  and  fiih.    There  are  three 
forts  of  cattle ;  one  kind  horned^  another  with  round  heads, 
without  horns,  called  Boury^  and  g  third  kind,  whofe  horns 
jure  loofe  and  hanging  down,  and  faftcned  only  to  the  Ikin  of 
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the  head ;  all  of  them  having  large  quantities  of  fat  (M), 
contained  in  grtat  bunches  or  fwellings,  which  the  nativesL     - 
mrft  an^  ufe  for  butter,  the  tafle  being  equally  agreeable. 
BufFaloes  likewife  run  in  herds  in  the  province  of  Machicore ;  Buffaloes^ 
the  natives  believe  that  they  were  originally  domeftic  ani- 
mals, and  became  wild  by  the  long  continuance  of  civil 
wars.     There  are  great  numbers  of  goats  and  kids  ;  the  fe- 
male kids  commonly  three  times  a  year,  and  brings  four  at 
each  time.     The  mutton  is  extremely  fine-tafted ;  and  there 
is  a  kind  of  ftieep,  whofe  large  and  flat  tails  w^igh  twenty  or 
twenty-five  pounds.     The  woods  are  inhabited  by  great 
numbers  of  wild  boars,  with  two  horns  near  the  nofe,  like  Boarsl  , 
great  prickles,  and  with  hard  fkins,  who  greatly  damage 
anddeftroy  the  rice.     The  lard  of  tame  hogs  is  good  and 
wholfome ;  their  food  being  chiefly  land-tortoifes,  ^nd  their 
eggs  (N).     There  is  a  kind  of  porcupine  in  great  plenty,  p^rcu* 
whofeflefli^  tho'  infipid  and  flabby,  is  neverthelefs  efteemed^/;,^^.  • ' 
by  the  natives.  Thefe  animals  fleep  fix  months  under-ground, 
cafl  and  have  new  darts  at  this  time.     Vojfe  is  an  animal  like, 
the  Tejforiy  or  badger,  and  the  flefh  is  agreeable.     Varejfe  is  a 
beafl  of  prey,  of  the  bignefs  of  a  fox,  with  a  large  and  long 
tail,  and  hair  like  a  wolf.     The  dogs  are  fmall,  with  long  ^ggj:  ^ 
fnbuts,  ftiort  ears,   and  hair  like  foxes.      Various  kinds 
df  monkies  and  baboons  are  found  in  the  different  provinces  Monkies* 
of  this  ifland.     Some  are  large  and  white,  with  black  fpots 
on   the  ribs  and  heads,  with  long  fnouts,   and,  like  ty- 
gers,  of  a  fierce  nature,  and  never  fiiUy  tamed.     Others 
*nave  grey  hair  and  flat  nofes,  and  are  eafily  tamed.    Thofe  - 

(M)  They  have  an  cxcref-  twenty  in  a  litter,  and  fuckling 

cence  between  their  fhoulders,  them  all.     It    hides  itfelf  ia 

fomewhat  like  that  of  camels,  the  ground  in  a  furprifing  mai)- 

ftll    fat  and  flefhjrj    fome    of  ncr;  digs  firft  two  feet  direfUy 

ivhich  will  weigh  three  or  four-  down,  then  two  or  three  feet 

(core  pound;  (4).  .  obliquely,    afterwards    works 

(N)  This  animal  is  a  kind  pf  upwards  aflant  till  within  half 

porcupine^  called  by  Drury.  a  a  foot  of  the  furface,  where  it 

.  Ground  Hog,  and  ^ondrucky  in  makes  a  proportionate  lodging 

the  language  of  the  country ;  is  for  the  body,  and  lies  £ve  or  fix 

of  the  fize  of  a  cat,  with  fnout,  months  without  any  fuftenances 

eyes,  and  ears,  like  an  Englijh  at    the    expiration  of  which 

hog ;  has  briftles  on  the  back,  term  it  is  as  fat  as  when  it  firfi; 

but  no  tail;  the  feet  are  like  went  in*    It   is   an  excellent 

thofe  of  rabbets,  and  it  feeds  food,  and  no  pains  are  fpared 

upon  beetles  and  young  fnails ;  to  take  them  (5). 
is  very  prolific,  bringing  about 

(4)  Drurft  Bifi.  f.  80,  (5)  litm^  f.  70. 

called 
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called  Varis  arc  the  moft  common;  are  grey,  have  long 
fnouts,  and  large  bufhy  tails,  like  foxes.     There  is  another 
white  fort,  called  Sifac^  wth  good  teeth,  white  tails,  and 
two  fpots  like  teeth  on  the  ribs,  of  a  middling  fize  between 
the  Varis  and  Varicofi^  which  (band  upright  and  ftrong  upon 
their  hind  legs.     In  the  provinces  di  Ampatre  and  MatafaiU 
is  another  white  kind,  with  tails  chequered  white  and  black, 
that  run  in  troops  of  forty  or  fifty  together  through  the 
woods;  and  alfo  another  grey  kind,  with  eyes  fparkling  like 
fire,  and  (hort  hair,  who  die  when  taken,  owing  to  the  wild- 
nefs  of  their  nature.      Tfitfihi  are  grey  fquirrels,  which 
keep  in  the  holes  of  trees,  and  never  become  tame.    Voui- 
Jira  is  a  fmall  animal  like  a  weafel,  of  a  dark  red  colour^ 
which  feeds  on  honey,  and  fmells  like  mufk.     Civet-cats  are 
likewife  very   plentiful,  and  arc  efteemed  dainty  morfels 
by  many  of  the  natives.    Tretretretrcy  or  Tratratratra,  is  an 
animal  of  the  fize  of  a  heifer  two  years  old,  with  a  round 
head,  human  countenance,  with  the  fore  and  hind  part  like  a 
baboon,  and  breeds  in  a  defert  near  the  lake  of  Lipomani. 
The  natives  are  frightened  at  the  fight  of  it,  and  fly  from 
it ;  and  it  likewife  flies  on  the  leafl:  appearance  of  a  man. 
Jntamba  is  an  animal  as  big  as  a  dog,refembling,  according  to 
the  negroes  account,  a  leopard,  which  preys  on  mankind  and 
beads,  but  keeps  to  the  mountains,  and  is  feldom  feen. 
Mangarzahoc  is  a  great  animal,  that  brays  like  an  afs,  and 
is  believed  by  fome  to  be  the  wild  afs.     The  mountain  T^^in* 
garzahoc  takes  its  name  from  this  animal,  which  is  never 
ieeii  in  any  other  part.     Brehis  is  an  animal  with  one  horii 
in  the  middle  of  the  forehead,  as  large  as  a  goat,  and  ex- 
tremely wild,  and  breeds  in  the  province  of  AnJianaSla. 
There  is  no  brood  of  elephants,'  tygers,  lions,  and  horfes,  in 
this  ifiand. 
Uftiti.  Various  kinds  of  infefts  are  found  in  this  country.     Fa- 

mocantratoHy  or  breaft-leaper,  is  an  extraordinary  but  dan- 
gerous infeft,  of  the  fize  of  a  fmall  lizard^  which  fixes  itfelf, 
as  if  glued,  to  the  barks  of  trees,  with  its  mouth  open  for 
catching  fpiders,  flies,  and  other  infefts ;  and  leap  on  the 
breafts  of  thofe  who  approach  the  tree  where  they  are,  and 
can't  be  got  rid  of  but  by  cutting  away  the  flefli  on  which 
they  are  fixed..  There  are  numbers  of  cameleons,  rats, 
mice,  and  water-rats  (O).     Mandouts  is  a  kind  of  ferpent, 

(O)  Here  is  a  creature  of  the  venomous.  ^  Several^have  been 

form  of  a  ferpent,  one  of  which  bit  by  them,  and  no  worfe  hart 

Mr.  Drury  fays  he  killed  with  accrued  than  is  culloroary  from 

his  own  hands ;  it  was  no-Ways  the  bite  of  any  beaft  (6), 

(6)  Drury,  ibi(L 
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as  large  as  the  arm  or  leg  of  a^man,  not  veaomous^  though 
deemed  fo  by  the  natives,  which  feeds  on  bats  and  fmall 
birds.  Jnacandefis  a  fort  of  little  ferpent,  no  bigger  than  a 
quill,  that  flips  into  the  body  at  particular  times,  gnaws  the 
iateftines,  andoccafions  the  moftinfupportable  pain,  and  even 
death  in  a  ftiort  time,  if  riot  extracted,  which  is  feldom  or ' 
ever  performed.  There  are  many  other  ferpents,  fuch  as 
Menorey  Save^  MarSy  Tfiondihaley  Rer^eutficy  &c. 

Scorpions  (P)  are  called  Hal.  The  TJingalaha  Hura^  Scorpions, 
vouy  or  water-icorpion,  refides  conftantly  in  marflies  and  &c. 
dead  waters,  dcftroys  cattle,  attacks  dogs,  and  fucks  their  . 
blood  when  killed.  The  fcorpion  Vancohoy  or  fpider,  has  a 
lafge^  round,  and  black  belly,  and  is  extremely  dangerous. 
Its  bite  occafions  an  inftantaneous  fwooning,  which  fome* 
times  lafts  two  days,  attended  with  a  coldnefs  like  ice.  The 
ufual  method  of  cure  is  giving  the  remedies  for  poifon,  and 
placing  the  perfon  by  the  fire.  Anacalife  is  a  creeping  ani- 
mal, that  breeds  between  the  barks  of  rotten  and  worm- 
eaten  trees,  as  long  as  the  palm  of  the  hand,  having  many 
legs,  like  a  caterpillar,  flat  and  thin,  with  a  hard  fkin ;  its 
bite  is  exceeding  venomous,  and  caufes  the  fame  diforder  as 
the  bite  of  the  fcorpion,  and  death,  if  the  fame  remedies  arc 
not  adminiftered.  There  are  moth-worms,  earwigs,  bugs, 
and  many  infects  troublefome  to  mankind.  Acolcdan  is  a 
little  infeft,  not  fo  offenfive  in  fmell,  but  like  a  bug,  and  in- 
creafes  in  a  fhort  time  to  the  fize  of  a  man's  thumb,  when  it 
becomes  winged,  and  flies  away ;  the  young  ones  remaining 
in  the  houfes,  huts,  and  furniture,  and  gnawing  every  thing, 
particularly  apparel.  Vcmbare  is  a  butterfly,  variegated  with 
different  colours,  intermixed  with  that  of  gold  and  /liver. 
Others  are  known  by  the  name  of  Saco7idrey  which  proceed 
from  beetles,  and  keep  to  the  bark  of  a  particular  fmall 
fhrub,  appearing  like  white  flowers,  and  afterwards  changed 
into  various  colours,  chequered  with  green  and  red,  and 
make  the  fweetefl  honey  on  the  leaves  of  the  Tejiule  Sacoit" 
dre^  There  are  many  forts  of  fnails  particularly  denomi- 
nated, but  are  in  general  called  Caracora.  Herechereche  is  ^ 
afparkling  beetle  that  gives  ligl^t,  and  fhines  in  the  woods, 
and  on  the  houfes,  in  the  night,  with  a  furprifing  flame. 
Caterpillars  alfo  abound  here>  of  feveral  kinds,  called  TJing-^ 
gmlou  Vouhu.    Aats,  or  Vitjicy  and  worms  of  various  lunds, 

(P)  There  is  an  infeft  of  the    ly  venomous  creature  feen  ia 
fcorpion  kind,  which  is  the  on-    the  ifland,  fays  Drury  (7). 

(7)  ^^  4^0. 

are 
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are  found  in  this  ifland.  Silk- worms  are  quadruped ;  fom^ 
called  Landeve  produce  one  prickly  codj  others,  calldl 
Landefcraha,  make  fmall  cods,  inclofed  ia  a  large  one,  fre« 
qnently  containing"  five  hijndred  young ;  the  third  kind,  Li«-^ 
dcanacau^  make  the  filk  .on  the  tree  Anacau^  that,  like  cy-i . 
prels,  grows  by  the  fea-fide ;  the  cods  hang  in  firings,  fepa- ' 
rated  from  each  other,  and  the  filk  is  the  fineft,  ftrongeft, 
and  bed ;  the  fourth  fort,  Lai}devontaqua,  make  their  filk  oo 
the  tree  Vontonquier,  which  is  alfo  very  fine.  There  is  an 
jant  amongft  the  rice,  that  gnaws  and  eats  it,  called  SU 
couroucourotu  The  land-tortoifes  are  of  two  kinds,  called  B* 
tinjioca  and  Fanou. 
JU'ver^  The  ifland  produces  in  like  manner  feveral  kinds  of  river 

hirdfy&c.  ani other  birds,  known  by  the  general  name  of  Fonroumil» 
language  of  the  country ;  but  of  a  lefs  fize  than  thofe  of 
Europe.  Hens  eggs  are  no  larger  than. thofe  of  pigeons. 
There  are  ordinary  pheafants,  and  a  kind.with  violet  feathers 
^nd  red  beak;  fmaU  black  paroquets,  and  fome  of  a  dark 
red,  but  fcarce ;  fmall  green  finches,  that  whifHe  and  imi- 
tate the  fongs  of  other  birds ;  wild  turkeys,  black,  white, 
and  grey  eagles,  with  fine  plumage ;  wild  florks  with  crefls 
on  their  heads ;  common  teal,  and  a  particular  kind  with  red 
legs  aiid  claws,  called  Halives;  pelicans,  .and  black  and 
white  herons,  water-wag-tails,  (be.  Samba  is  a  bird  whofe 
feathers  are  as  red  as  fire.  Vourouchontji  are  white  birds, 
that  follow,  the  cattle,  and  feed  upon  the  flies  and  beedes 
found  on  them ;  and  iu-e  generally  lean.  Voula  is  a  rivcr- 
bird^  like  the  great  pelican,  with  a  long  and  white  beak. 
Tahia  is  a  bird  whofe  wings,  feet,  and  beak,  are  black;  and 
its  note  is  always  Tahia.  Taliva  is  a  river  bird  of  the  iizecf 
a  hen,  with  violet  plumage,  and  red  beak  and  feet.  Harctac 
is  a  bird  with  a  red  crefl  on  the  head,  withi  black  feathers  and 
feet-like  a  teal.  ^ 
CharaBer  The  inhabitants  of  moll  provinces'ai^  whites  o\  negroes  J 
of  the  in-  the  whites  are  the  Roha7idrians,_JnacandrianSj  or  Ondzatfis 
babitauts,  jj^g  negroes  are  the  Voadziri,  Lohavohits,  Ohffoa,  and  Oridf-' 
ves^  as  before-mentioned  in  the  account  of  the  province  dt 
Aiioffiy  like  the  natives  of  Mozambique^  and  refembling  d« 
whites  in  long  hanging  down  hair. 

In  many  places  ( QJ  are  found  real  wild  ittien,  with  tjicir 
wives  and  children,  called  by  the  natives  Ompizees,  who  let* 

thdr 

(  QJ  There  are  fome  people  they  live  cafy,  indoleaC  lives, 
in  the  remote  parts  of  this  coun-  never  come  near  a  town,  nor 
try,  whofe  habitations  are  in  eoncern  themfelves  with  any 
fecret  receiTes  in  the  woods;    affairs,  with  peace  or  war,  io* 

reign 
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their^hair  and  beards  jgrow,  go  naked,  excepting  the  noble 
parts,  which  are  covefed  with  leaves,  inhabit  thick  and  un- 
frequented woods,  avoid  meeting  their  fellow-natites,  and 
live  upon  fifli,  wild  beafts,  fruit,  roots,  honey,  and  locufls. 
The  ifland  of  Ontfayfatrovha^  fituated  between  AnachinmtJJi 
and  the  river  Ratioumeney  was  formerly  inhabited  by  a  people 
without  communication,  and  in  continual  war  with  their 
neighbours,  who  fought  with  bows  and  arrows,  eat  their  ene- 
mies, and'  all  travellers,  referving  the  hands  always  for  tha  / 
king's  table.  They  fed  great  numbers  of  cows  for  their  milk 
bnly ;  never  killed  bulls,  goats,  rams,  or  cocks,  which  they 
buried  when  dead ;  they  devour  their  dogs  with  great  appe* 
tite  and  greedinefs,  when  unfit  for  hunting ;  but  cultivate 
their  lands  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  inhabitants  of  Mada^^ 
gafcar  (R),  Thefe  deformed  and  ugly  people,  fmall-eyed^ 
with  broad  foreheads,  painted  teeth,  flat-n^ofed,  thick-lipped, 
with  fliort  curled  hair,  reddiih  Ikin,  without  beards,  large  bel- 
liesj  and  thin  legs,  nimble  and  good  runners,  preyed  upon! 
and  confumed  each  other,  till  reducfed  Jo  a  fniall  nuniber, 
who  were  intirely  deftroyed  by  their  neighbouring  cnemi^, 
and  neither  man  nor  woman  remained. 

These  iflariders  are  efteemed  the  moft  deceitful,  diflem-  ^}f^'^* 
Wing,  flattering,  and  falfe  people  in  the  world  (S),  particu-  ^fp^fi^  , 
iarly  the  inhabitants  along  the  coaft  of  Manghabei  to  the  end  ^^^^       » 
of  the  ifland  fouthward.     The  Manghabeians  are  lefs  cruel 
and  treacherous,  fpeak  little,  are  better  obfervers  of  pfomifes, 
follow  other  laws  and  cuftoms,  and  glory  in  being  defcended 

reign  or  domeftic;  they  keep  neither  fo  long  nor  woolly  jtheif 
no  cattle,  left  the  lowing  of  religion  is  different,  they  pay- 
their  herd$  or  flocks ,  might  ing  an  awful  regard  to  the  new 
poffibly  betray  them,  and  in-  moon,  and  feveral  animals  f- 
,  dace  evil-minded  men  to  di-  (S)  They,  aije  very  treache- 
ilarb  their  pea^e,  by  plunder-  rous,  perfuadcd  that  the  Euro* 
ingthem  of  their  treafure;  bifC  peans  \izxt  cruel  d^figns  upon 
content  themfelves  with  fmall  them ;  and  are  therefore  oni  ' 
plantations,  and  the  produd  of  ^  their  guard,  dreading  their  au- 
nature;  never  concerning^  them*  dacity  aiid  fupdrlor  fkill  vcL 
Selves  who  is  lord  of  any  parti-  War ;  and,  if  credit  may  be  gi- 
cular  place,  or  fov^reign  of  the  ven  to  half  they  fay,  the  con- 
whole  dominions  ♦.  du£l  of  the  French  faflors,  whdf 
(R)  Thefe  people  are  almoft  'were  once  mafters,  aiid  onr 
^  a  different  fpecirt;  from  the  countrymen  the  pirates,  have 
•others :  their  heads  are  of  a  pe-  Wen  barbarous  to  the  laft  de- 
iuliar  fiiape,  and  thiir  hair  is  gree  j;. 

•  Drury^  ^.189.  f  idm,p.^ci,  %  Uem,  ^.ajj.      ^    ^ 

.    Mqd.  Hist.  Vot.  XIY.  C  c  from 
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from  Abraham  -,.  the  reft  are  treachcFous  and  falfe ;  fulfil  flo 
engagements,  tuilefs  compeUed ;  itiuft  be  governed  with  i%our, 
the  chiefs  as  well  as  inferiors,  and  treated,  tvhcn  faulty,  with 
great  feverity  :  thofc  who  are  freed  and  fet  at  liberty  tiy  thofc 
-whom  they  had  Injured,  are  extremely  ungrateful,  and  at- 
tribute every  fuccefs  to  their  Juli^  or  fortune,  becoming 
more  mifchievous  than  before  ;  revenge  and  treachery  being 
held  as  capital  virtues,  and  forgiving  and  compaflionate  men 
looked  upon  as  cowards.  They  never  delay,  if  in  their 
power,  the  cruel  executions  on  prifoners  of  war,  and  their 
greateft  pleafure  is  to  cut  and  mince  thechfldfeti  taken  alive, 
to  rip  open  the  women's  bellies,  and  then  leave  them  in  the 
pangs  of  death.  They  have  no  pleafure  in  exercife  or  walk- 
ing, either  for  health  or  diverfion,  exept  iniingingand  danc- 
*  ing,  of  which  they  are  fond ;  believing  the  Ic^  i&tiguc, 
even  walking,  to  give  more  trouble  than  pleafure:  on  this  ac- 
count they  ridicule  European  exerdfes  of  diverfion,  and  pro- 
■  nounce  them  fools  for  fatiguing  thcmfelvesi  without  occafion. 
Trade f  The  inhabitants  generally  apply  themfelves  with  great  di- 

*c.  ligence  to  agriculture,  have  no  knowlege  fcarce  of  commerce, 

and  no  improvement  in  inventions  of  arts  and  trades,  like 
Europeans y  or  in  dtfcovering  the  natural  produce,  that  might 
invite  ftrangers  to  their  country ;  they  even  negleft  making  filk, 
and  preferving  the  worms  they  have  fuch  plenty  of.  Their  la- 
bour extends  only  to  the  neceffities  of  living,  provifions,  appa- 
rel, and  habitations,  for  they  contemn  fuperfluities.  Their 
chief  employment  is  in  buildings,  gold  and  iron  works,  and 
,  Jn  polilhing,  making  earthen  ware,  fpinning,  weaving,'  cord- 
age, fifhing,  hunthig,  and  chiefly  in  agriculture.  Some 
xnake  all  forts  of  uon  and  fteel  implements,  hatchets,  ham- 
mers, (hovels,  razors,  nippers,  gridirons',  forks,  javelins, 
darts,  and  butchers  knives. 

The  goldfmiths,  m';ftly  natives  of  Voamaro^  make  ear- 
rings, bracelets,  necklaces,  and  other  gold  ornaments;  from 
their  own  miries.  Potters  make  great  and  fmall  plates  and 
pots  (T)  from  a  clay  and  thorn  boughs,  which,  being  rubbed 
with  a  kind  of  black  earth,  fhine  like  looking-glafs.  They 
have  carpenters  and  turners,  who  make  wooden  plates  and 
cherts,  called  Voa^  wooden  and  horn  fpoons,  and  other  houfe- 
•bold  goods.     The  Zaferaminiy  Rohandrians,    and  j^nachn- 

(T)  They  make  very  curious  both  within  and  without,  and 
earthen  ware,  fuch  as  pots,  are  very  ingenious- slrtificers- in 
^ilhes,  and  jugs,  glazing  them     many  other  particulars  *. 


^rurj,  f,  407. 
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drianSy  are  retnackable  for  the  wood-work  of  houfes ;  their 
tools  are  a  plane,  wedge,  and  rule,  With  fomc  other  imple- 
ments. 

They  lifti  with  draw-^nets,  well-bafkets,  liooks,  and  har-'Fi^'ffff* 
poons,  in  the  fame  manner  at  fea  as  in  the  lakes  and  rivers, 
and  exchange  the  fifli  in  adjacent  countries  for  rice,  yams, 
ropts,  cotton,  and  other  ncceflaries  of  life,  or  dry  them  fpr 
keeping,  and  Mi  in  canoes  at  a  great  dillance  from  the 
fl^ore. 

The  rope-makers  make  cordage  bf  all  fizes  and  lengths, 
to  130  fathoms  long;  thefmall  ropes  for  netting  and  baifkets 
are  made  from  the  bark  of  different  trees,  and  the  befl  at 
Avian  and  FautqftranoU.  Women  are  only  emplpyed  ia 
fpinqing,  who  majce  various  forts  of  fluffs  frdm  flax  and 
jiireads  from  the  barks  of  trees. 

Agriculture  is  praftifcd  in  a  different  riianner,  zn^'^gricuU 
with  lefs  trouble,  than  in  Europe.  No  plough  or  oxen  are  ^*''^' 
employed  in  the  tillage  of  land :  an  ax  for  felling  great 
trees,  a  bill  for  lopping  off  the  branches,  and  an  implement^ 
called  Faugali,  for  grubbing  the  roots  and  weeds,  are  their 
fole  inflruments.  The  arms  and  branches  of  trees,  whea 
dry,  are  burnt  to  afhes,  which  are  ufed  in  planting  yams^ 
rice,  ire,  when  properly  wetted  by  rain.  Near  and  round 
about  the  province  of  Manghabei^  rice  is  planted  graiq 
after  grain,  and  the  ears  are  cut  off  in  the  lame  manner ; 
but,  in  the  province,  and  adjoining  parts,  of  AnoJJi^  after  an- 
other method  :  the  ground  is  prepared  for  grubbing  by  be- 
ing trampled  upon  and  turned  up  by  oxen,  and,  when  the 
wejeds  are  rotten,  the  rice  is  fowed,  which  grows  with  great 
ieafc,  and  In  a  fhort  time  becomes  extremely  fine.  The  fields 
for  ripe  are  marfhes,  or  marfhy  lands^  called  Horrdcs.  Every 
Horrac^  or  field  of  rice,  is  the  property  of  a  particular 
chief,  which  occafions  great  differences  from  their  preten- 
fions  of  right  to  the  bcft  and  mofl  fertile  foils.  The  poor 
negroes  cuhivate  and  plaint  yams  on  the  fides  of  mountains, 
and  are  obliged  to  continual  hunting  of  boars,  and  pther 
wild  animals,  to  preferve  their  plants  from  defiruftion  ;  aa 
cxercife  that  is  much  praftifed  on  this  account  by  the  Ont' 
foay  or  fluves,  who  are  the  only  hunters,  the  chiefs  thinking  it 
belpw  their  dignity. 

The  iflanders  are  greatly  addifted  to  finging  and  dance-  Dandn^ 
\ng  ;  the  women  chiefly  to  finging ;  and  are  very  ready  in  andfing- 
compofition,  upon  the  flighteft  occafion.     Their  fongs  are  ing. 
generally  reprehenfive  of  both  fexes,  or  encomiums  on  the 
remarkable  aftions  of  their  anceftors.     Dancing  and  finging 
accompany  each  other.     They  make  ufe  of  three  mufical 
'  C  c  2  '  inflrja- 
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inftnimcnw,  fktf^alih  /«,  ftrung  with  fomc  chords,  the  Vaule^ 
made  of  bamboos,  and  the  Herraovou^  played  upon  with  . 
a  bow.     The  performers  on  this  laft  inftrument  are  themoft 
"  cfteemed,  and  receive  the  greateft  applaufe  in  public  zSkmr 
blies. 
houfis.  Their  houfcs  have  no  upper  chambers  or  garrets,  nor 

cellars  underneath  j  they  confift  of  one  floor  only,  called 
Varerarai  s  the  tops  are  (helving,  and  covered  with  leaves 
of  Ratis  and  Bamboos;  the  walls  are  made  of  two  inch 
planks ;  the  hearth  upon  the  ground,  about  four  feet  fqnare, 
raifed  upon  fand,  with  three  ftoncs  to  place  the  pot  on,  and 
without  chimnics,  which  maked  them  fcarce  habitable,  on  ac- 
count of  the  continual  fmoke,  their  fires  being  kept  up  in  the 
hotteft  weather.  Their  rice-barrts  are  at  a  diflance  from 
their  houfes,  raifed  upon  wooden  pilars,  to  preferve  it  from 
tats.  , 
Furni'  The  furniture  chiefly  confifts  in  red  and  yellow  rnfli 

twe.         inats,  well-made  and  convenient ;  .thofe  of  Manghabet  are  foft 
and  ftrong.    The  floors  on  which  they  Kc  arc  covered  with 
thefc  mats,  without  bed,  bolfter,  piilowbier,  or  any  fort  of 
covering,  with  a  piece  of  wood  under  the  head  '(excepting 
the  RohandrianSy  who  make  ofe  of  pillowbiers  fluffed  with 
cotton-feed),  being  from  their  infancy  accuftomed  to  lie  hard. 
Their  cloaths,  girdles,  or  Saravohits,  cotton,  effects,  and  aK 
ornaments,  are  kept  in  bafkets,  and  oils  for  the  body  and 
hair  in  earthen  pitchers.     Their  kitchen-furniture  ccmfifb 
of  earthen  pots,  called  Vtllangues^  Louvies,  Fafes^  Monhon* 
ges,  and  Sines,  wooden  difhes  and  fpoons,  dried  gourcjs  fof 
water,  knives,  gridirbns,  and  forks,  mortars  to  pound  rice, 
troughs,  and  winnowing  fans,  with  large  vefTcls  for  honey- 
wincr     The  leaves  of  Rates ,  twelve  feet  long  and  four  broad, 
ferve  for  table*napkins  and  plates,  and  are  hud  upon  mats, 
fpread  bpen  the  floor,  without  table  or  chairs. 
^  Negroes         The  negroes  go  maked,  excepting  the  pudenda,  which  arc 
go  nahd.    covered  with  a  linen  called  Lamba,  and  Saravohitsl  or  draw* 
ers,  by  the  women,  with  an  Acazan,  or  long  robe,  without 
fleeves,  hanging  down  to  the  ancles,  and  apiece  of  linen  be- 
fore, fewed  at  both  ends  like  an  apron. 
Differeni      Thb  white  men  and  women  go  bare*headed  and  bare- 
dreffes  of  footed,  excepting  thofe  of  Mangbabei,  where  the  men  wear 
thi^hites.  a  fquare  cap,  and  the  women  a  hood,  pointed  at  top,  and 
hanging  down  upon  the  fhoulders.    The  drefles  are  of  dif* 
ferent  colours  and  names  ;  fome  of  red  filk,  called  Soatjm* 
fiii  others  of  cotton,  called  Varo.     Thefe  are  of  reddifh 
and  other  colours,  interwoven  with  fine  cotton  in  white 
ftripes.    Others  are  made  from  the  barfcs'  of  trees^  either 

from 
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from  that  of  rlie  Fautaftranou^  Try^  Mouffia^  Av^^  Cmrava, 
i^T  threads  of  Banana.  The  cotton-cloths  made  by  the 
whites,  or  Zqferamini,  m  the  province  of  Anoji,  are  the 
finefl:  and  beft,  much  fought  after  by  the  inhabitants  of  To- 
hitjbang^  and  others,  who  buy  up  great  quantities;  but  the 

J  oft  efteemed  are  the  cottons,  with  filk  borders  about  a  foot 
jcp,  the  ground  white,  with  blaclc  ftripes,  and  black  and  red 
filk  lace.  The  chiefs  only,  and  RohandrianSy  wear  this  up- 
on great  formalities,  and  are  preierved  for  the  funerals  of  th? 
chiefs,  whofe  bodies  are  wrapped  up  therein.  The  garments 
for  flaves  are  made  of  the  bark  of  trees ;  which  is  firft  beat 
to  a  hemp,  then  boiled  twice  in  ftrong  lye,  afterwards  wafli- 
cd,  and  twilled  upon  fpindles  in  different  fizes,  and  worked 
up  for  apparel :  the  cloth  xt[&xA)\Q^  European  linen,  is  ftrong, 
and  ipore  lafting  than  cotton.  Thofe  made  of  the  bark  of 
7ry  are  extremely  fine  and  fofr,  but  not  durable ;  as  are 
^ok  oi  Atfouche^  in  the  province  oiMatatanie,  from  the 
b^rk  of  the  tree  Jvo ;  of  which  alfo  paper  is  made  in  the 
pX)vinces  of  Galemboule,  Manghab'ei^  and  round  the  bay  of 
Antongil;  the  bark  or  thin  Ikin  of  fmali  leaves  ftiooting 
^om  the  middle  of  the  tree  Moujta,  which,  in  other  places, 
produces  only  large  leaves,  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  in  length, 
ftpplies  them  with  wearing-apparel.  The  fruit  of  this  tree 
i^  like  a  pine-apple.  The  ftuffs  made  from  Banana,  chiefly 
|Ci  the  province  of  Eringdrana,  arc  fine,  light,  and  equal  ia 
%iauty  to  the  filken  manufafture,  and  are  wove  in  the  fam^ 
manner.  Their  ornaments,  called  Firauach^  are  different 
kinds  of  chains,  worn  round  the  neck,  arms,  and  legs,  ear<>  • 
riAgs,  bracel^,  rings,  and  other  toys,  with  necklaces  of  dif- 
ftrent  names,  Salantcs^  SaraveSy  and  Endachs,  confifUng  of 
Arcc  or  four,  and  even  twelve,  rows  of  pearls,  corals,  beads 
rf  gold,  glafs  of  all  colours,  rock-chryftal,  aga^s,  corneliaa 
and  fardonian  ftones.  Thefe  ornaments  of  gold  are  only 
wore  by  the  Zaferaminiy  who  are  the  chiefs  of  the  ifl^nd,andi 
Ac  Voadziri  and  Lohavohits  amongft  the  negroes. 

Polygamy  is  praftifed  throughout  the  ifland,  every  man  Polygamy 
ttijoying  a  plurality  of  wives,  in  proportion  to  his  fortune,'ai^a«^/i 
and  the  women,  equally  incontinent,  are  never  deftitute  of  ' 

Mends  to  foften  and  alleviate  their  cares  in  the  gratificadon 
of  their  prevailing  pafEons,  and  whom  they  never  fail  of 
having  rccourfe  to  upon  any  difeovery  or  ill-treatment  frdm^ 
4cir  huft>ands,  in  return  to  their  perfidious  love.  Unmar- 
ried women,  give  themfelves  up.  in  the  fame  manner  to  feve- 
1^  pleafures,  are  ready  to  every  purchafer,  but  extremely 
venal  in  the  furrender  of  theiy  perfons,  their  gallants,  ii^ 
^uxc  of  payment,  being  conftantly  abufed  and  uripped,  to. 
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Hfiake  fatisfaftion.  This  is  one  of  the  moft  abominable  crimen 
^mongft  the  indigent  negroes,  who  even  fs^tiate  with  impunity 
their  brutal  paffions  by  the  moft  fhocking  pollutions  in  pre- 
fence  of  their  parents,  who,  afhamed  to  be  interrogated  witl^ 
regard  to  the  nun;ber  and  beauty  of  their  wives,  yet,  thro' 
amazing  bllndnefs,  have  the  greateft  fatisfaftion  in  feeking 
inviting  objcfts,  and  glory  in  the  licentious  manners  of  thdr. 
children.  Sodomy,  notwithftanding,  has  never  crept  intq 
this  ifland.  * 

Freedom  between  unmarried  perTons  i$  not  efteemed  iin- 
ful  in  refpeft  to  God,  or  fcandalqus  anaongft  m^nlcind;  the 
women  chufing  only  to  marry  thofe  with  whom  they  ha?e 
cohabited  ;  nor  is  any  difhouQur  fixed  by  the  married  upon 
adultery ;  but  theft  or  injuftice  is  commonly  puniihed  with 
retaliation.  ' 
Marriage  Their  marriage-ceremonies  are  called  Miracheibei ;  the 
cerenumia.  negroes  praftife  none,  and  the  whites,  or  ZaferaminU  ob- 

ferve  them  only  on  the  wedding-day  of  their  chief  wife. 
Funiraf  At  funerals,  the  neareft  relations  wafli  the  body  of  the 
ierimnnies.  deceafed,  which  they  adorn  with  brackets,  rings,  and 
chains  of  gold,  fet  with  coral  an^  other  ornaments,  an4 
>yrap  in  feyeral  exceeding  fin^  cloths,  and  carry  in  a  mat  to 
the  tomb.  The  hair  and  bei^rds  of  the  chiefs  are  (haved, 
and  a  cap  is  placed  on  head^  of  women.  Antecedent  to  this, 
the  parents,  friends,  and  flaves,  aflemble  round  the  corpfe, 
sit  whofe  feet  alight  is  burnt  day  and  night,  ^nd  bemoan  the 
deceafed  wi'th  great  lamentations ;  yromcn,  at  the  f^me  time, . 
attend,  alternately  bewailipg  arid  dancing,  ,whilft  men  per- 
form exercifes  of  arms ;  the  mourners  within  doors  extol  the 
,  praifes,  and  procl^m  the  public  lofs  of  the  deceafed,  fpcak 
to  him  a§  if  living,  and,  having  the  power  of  life  and  d«ith^ 
^  the  reafon  of  his  dying,  whether  he  had  not  gold,  filver, 
iron,  cattle,  llaves,  or  riches,  fufficient  ?  The  day  is  fpcnt 
in  this  burlefque  interchange  of  grief  and  mirth,  and  the 
^yhole  company  is  entertained  at  night.  Next  morning  the 
forpfe  is  carried  to  the  Amounouque^  or  burial-place,  in  % 
coffin  made  of  hollow  trqnks  clofed  together,  and  depofitcd 
fix  feet  deep,  iinder  a  ftrong  houf^,  with  rice,  tobacco,  eaifthep 
and  perfume  plates,  a  gowQ,  and  fack :  the  houfe  is  afterward? 
fhut  up,  and  a  ftone  ten  or  twelve  feet  high  placed  before  it. 
Beafts  are  facrificed,  and  the  parts  are  left  for  the  deceafed, 
the  deyii,  and  God ;  and,  in  fifteen  days,  the  relations  fend 
provifions  and  greetings,  as  if  yet  alive,  and  fix  uponpplei 
^  round  the  monument  the  heads  of  the  immblated  viftims. 
TJic  chUdreo  likewife  msfk^  frequent  facrificcs  of  pxeu,  and 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


C.  3-  The  Hiftory  cf  the  Afncdin  IJlands.  391 

beg  the  affiftance  of  the  deceafed,  crying  aloud,    TTjoUy  vjh& 
art  now  in  heaven,  give  us  advice  in  our  troubles. 
f       The  neareft  relations  of  fick  and  mad  perfons,  as  is  re-  Cufiom  in 
rlated,  immediately  fend  for  the  ^wW^i^, '  or  prieft,  in  order ''^^^^''^^^ 
^•to  fetch  underfianding  froni  the  Amounouque.     The  Omhiajfefi^^^  ^^^ 
'.repairs  in  the  night  t6  the  tomb,  opens  the  monument,  and, '^    . 
placing  a  cap  on  the  aperture,  invokes  the  foul  of  the  father  '^^^^  ^* 
to  the  perfon  difordered,  and  demands  underjianding  for  his 
L  helplefs  child.     The  aperture  is  inftantly  clofed  by  the  Om" 
biajfe,  who  returns  immediately,  declares  his  fuccefs,    and 
places  the  cap  on  the  head  of  the  fick  perfons,  who  are  be- 
lieved to  be  filly  and  wea|c  enough  to  afcribe  the  recovery  of 
their  fenfes  to  thefe  inapoflors,  and  to  order  forthwith  pre- 
fents  to  the6^»z^/i:2^x. 

Upon  the  demife  of  perfons  of  rank,  at  a  diftance  from  Cuflomae 
this  country,  the  heads  are  cut  off,  and  brought  home;  the  *^^  ^'^'^ 
remainder  is  buried  upon  the  fpot ;  and,  in  the  fame  man-  ^^^'"-^^^ 
ner,  the  bodies  of  thofe  flaiii  in  war,  which  are  dug  up  in  ^  ^^''  ' 
time  of  peace,  and  tranflated  to  the  tombs  of  their  ancef-     • 
tors,   whofe  memory  is  held  in  fuch  veneration  and  efteem, 
that  their  gr^ateft  and  moft  folemn  oath  is  to  fwear  by  the 
fouls  of  their  predeceflbrs. 

The  <:uftom  of  expofing  their  children  to  a  certain,   tho'  Sarha^ 
indeterminate,   manner  of  death,  appears  to  be  the  moft '*''«' ^»/ 
dreadful  of  ail   the  barbarous  and  execrable  fuperftitions  ^''^  ^^'*" 
praftifed  by  the  natives  of  Madagafcar ;  and  is  the  true  rea-  ^r^lf 
fon  why  this  ifland,  the  largeft  and  moft  fertile  in  the  world,  ^"^^^^^^^ 
is  fo  thin  of  inhabitants. 

They  are  under  an  obligation  of  expofing  new-born  chil-  Arlitrary 
dren,  according  to  the  fatal  obfervation  pf  the  OmhiaJfesJ^nttnces 
who,  for  private  emolument,  contemplate  theafpefts.of  the^'^^. 
planets  at  the  tinie  of  their  birth,  and  arbitrarily  pronounce?'*''^''' 
them  inaufpicious  and  unfortunate.     Life  or  death  depend 
on  thefe  feqtenceg,  and  an  inrerefted  decree  executes,  in  a 
manner  before  birth,  and  deprives  them  of  the  light,  created 
in  the  beginning,  and  defigned  fron;  eternity,  for  their  ufc 
and  enjoyment.   . 

The  unfortunate  months  arey^r/7,   or  Safard^  March,  Unfortw 
or  RamaJ^ara.      The  eighth  day  and   laft  week  of  cwovy  ^^tedays^ 
month  are  equally  inaufpicious ;  the  firft  is  Cc-ilicd  AJfarontor^  ^^* 
the  laft  Alacojfu     Wednefday  and  Friday  in  each  week  are  un- 
happy days  ;  and  hours  even  are  influenced  by  a  bad  Vitajig^ 
or  afpe<n:  of  an  unlucky  planet.     Half  the  year,  by  thefe 
ominous  prediftions,  becomes  really  fuch  tp  the  unfortunate 
oifspring  of  this  inhuman  race.  ,    . 

C  c  4  Yet 
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Sacrifices       Tet  powerful  nature  breaks  the  chains  with  which  (he  id 

9fftrtdfor  fettered  by  pagan  education,  and  exhibits  the  compaiBonate 
^tbilwaof  ^xA  tender  impref&ons  of  her  own  potent  Creator,  in  the 

€biUrtn»  frequent  oppofition  given  to  thefe  fanguinary  precepts,  by  pre^ 
venting  the  cruel  deflruAion  of  innocent  babes,  in  the  pre-* 
fervation  of  the  life  which  their  parents  had  been  inftruments 
of  giving,  and  in  reverfing  the  fentcnces  of  the  cruel  and 
avaricious  Ombiajfes.  Slavet  are  often  employed  to  fockle 
and  bring  up  the  children  born  in  unfortunate  times^  Sa- 
crificeSy  denominated  Fa/rV,  of  beads  and  cocks  have  been 
•immolated,  whilft  they  were  confined  in  places  pointed  out 
by  pagan  fuperflition,  to  take  off  the  mafignity  of  the  pre- 
dominant ftar,  which  would  neceflarily  take  efFcft,  were  thefe 
cuftomary  and  fuperllitious  praftices  neglcfted. 

?)/(?/•  '  Their  ordinary  food  is  rice,   beatis,  or  peas,   various 

forts  of  yams,  Sonzes^  or  cabbages,  and  Tarvates^  beef, 
mutton,  goat,  poultry,  capons,  turkies,  ducks,  and  porcu- 
pines. Hogs  flefli  is  only  eat  by  hunters  and  their  families. 
Dificrent  forts  of  river  and  fea  fifti,  Sefame  and  Ouiveau^ 
oils,  variety  of  fruits,  as  VontacaSy  Alamoutous^  Voarots^ 
FoanoteSf  Lot/es,  Sacols,  Sacra,  Co,  and  Banana  fugar-canes ; 
and  ginger,  green  leaves,  garlick,  and  white  pepper^  com«* 
pofe  their  faucds. 

Drink.  Hot  water,  or  broth,  is  the  common  drink;  honey-Svinc 

and  fugar-wine,  fomfetimcs  intermixed,  are  referved  for  the 
Miffavatfty  or  religious  ceremonies. 

Language,\  The  fame  language  is  fpoke  throughout  the  ifland,  but 
differently  pronounced  in  different  provinces,  long  and  (hort, 
of  great  affinity  with  the  oriental,  chiefly  Arabic^  and  agree*' 
able  to  the  Greek  in  the  manner  of  fpeaking,  in  the  order 
and  conjunftion  of  the  nouns  and  verbs  aftive,  and  ex- 
tremely copipus.  The  charadlers  in  ufe  ampngft  the  Ombi^ 
affes  are  the  Jrabtc,  in  number  twenty-four,  written  from 
the  right  to  the  left,  tho'  the  pronunciation  of  fome  difiers 
from  the  Arabic.  Thefe .  characters  were  introduced  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  years  fmce  by  the  Arabs  fent  by  the 
Khalif  oi  Mecca,  who  landed  at  Matatane,  and  intermarried 
with  the  women  of  the  country,  and  taught  the  Arabic  Ian-: 
guage,  with  the  ATor^zw,  to  thofe  who  embraced  the  doftrine; 
and  which  they  continue  to  this  day.  ,  - 

Manner  of     Madagascar  paper  is  made  with  fewer  inflniments  and 
making      engines  than  the  European.     The  bark  of  the  tree  Avo  is 

faper.  boiled  two  days  in  good  lye,  made  of  the  afhes  of  the  fame, 
tree,  till  it  become  foft  and  fupple,  then  wafhed  in  clear, 
water,  beat  to  a  proper  confiftency,  and  poured  afterwards, 
on  mats  made  of  exquifitely  fine  reeds,  twilled  and  regularly . 

joined 
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joined  together,  ia  <M:der  to  be  drained  and  become  paper; 

then  plac^  on  a  leaf  o(  Balifier,  oiled  with  Mcnachil,  to  dry 

in  the  fun :  each  dried  leaf  is  dipped  afterwards  in  a  thick 

decoAion  of  rice»  to  hinder  the  finking,   and  dried  over 

again ;  and  in  this  manner  the  paper  becomes  fmooth  and 

even. 

,    Thejr  ink  isimade  of  a  decoftion  of  the  wood  u/rtf«-/'^*«*»> 

dranto,  made  ufe  of  by  the  chiefs  in  the  conftru6Hon  of  **^^* 

houfes,  and  from  which  the  Karahe  is  drawn,  is  dried  to  a 

proper  confiftency  and  thicknefs,  and  becomes  as  black  as  £z/* 

ropean  ink,  by  an  addition  of  verdigrife.    Their  writing-pens 

are  made  of  pieces  of  Bamboo^  of  the  fize  of  European  quills, 

and  are  cut  and  rendered  tranfparent  in  the  fame  manner. 

These  iflanders  have  the  fame  method  of  notation  with  Manner 9/ 
'the  Arabians  and  Europeans^  and  reckon  from  one  to  ten,  accouMr- 
and,  after  ten,  add  the  number  one  as  far  as  twenty,  and  pro-  ^"i* 
ceed  accordingly ;  Ifa,  or  Iraiche,  implies  one ;  Rou^  two ; 
Tiibtt,  three;  £fats,  four;  Juviy&vc;  Enem,  fix;  Fitou,[k' 
vcn;  Falmi,  eight;  Sivi;  nine;  Foulo,  ten;  Iracjbuh  ambi, 
or   Iraiche  amanifoulo,   eleven;    Rou  foulo  pambi^  twelve; 
RouPquky  twenty  ;   Telou  ambi,  'thirty  ;  Efats  poulo,  forty ; 
Zat&u,  one  hundred ;  ^rmm,  one  thoufand;  Jhn^  one  hun* 
dred  thdufand.     Many  have  affirmed,  without  foundation, 
thefe  iflanders  were  ignorant  of  numbers  ;  but  thefe  accounts 
are  only  ^ue  with  refpeft  to  the  negroes  of  Macbicore,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  mountains. 

Thet  make  ufe  of  the  fame  weights  as  high  as  a  drachm;  Weights. 
ounces,  half-pounds,  and  pounds,  are  ufeiefs,  except  for 
gold  and  filver :  other  merchandize  not  being  bartered  by 
wdght.  A  drachm  is  denominated  ^o/?;//;  half  a  drachm, 
Varii  a  grain,  Sacare;  half  a  grain,  Nanquii  fix  grains^ 
Nangue. 

Troubahovache,  or  king's  nieafure,  is  for  rice;  Mou- Meafurei^, 
cbdf  or  Monca^  is  a.meafure  of  fix  pounds  of  cleanfed  rice ; 
Vouk  is  a  meafure  of  half  a  pound ;  Zatou^  implying  one  hun- 
dred, is  a  meafure  of  one  hundred  VmJes  of  rice,  and  is  made 
ufe  of  to  meafure  uncle^nfed  rice.  StuflTs  of  all  forts,  and 
cordage,  are  meafured  by  Refe^  or  a  meafure  fix  feet  long. 
The  marihes,  or  rice-fields,  called  Horracs^  are  valued  by 
the  quantity  of  rice  that  may  be  fowed,  not  by  roods,  acres, 
or  half-acres. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  great  ifland  have  but  little  know-  Cmmera. 
lege  of  commerce ;  they  exchange  amongft  themfelves  goods 
for  goods ;  gold  and  filver  coins  imported  by  Europeans  are 
immediately  melted  down  for  bracelets,  ear-rings,  and  other 
ornaments^  and  no  currency  of  coin  is  efiabliihed :  tho£^  in 
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want  of  cotton  carry  rice  and  cattle  into  the  cotton  coun- 
tries, and  others,  in  want  of  rice  and  cattle,  bring  cotton 
into  the  plentiful  provinces  :  thdr  traffick  chiefly  confifts  in 
the  exchange  of  the  produce  of  one  province  for  that  of  an- 
other ;  and'fometimes  they  exchange  gold  and  filver  for  cop- 
per and  iron. 

f^ai.  CeRAL  of  any  fize  or  colour,  pierced  through  for  ftring- 

ing,  fells  well  amongft  thefe  iflanders;  yellow  wires  and 
fmall  wares  of  all  forts  are  fold  to  great  advantage,  and  may 
be  exchanged  for  fapphires,  rubies,  emeralds,  cornelians,  and 
other  ftones,  found  in  that  country. 

Flacourt  efteemed  this  ifland  of  great  importance  for 

^  advancing  and  eftablifhing  commerce  towards  JEthiopia^  the 

Red  Seat  gulph  of  j4rabia^  and  other  Indian  countries  ;  that 
great  advantage  might  be  made  from  the  conveniency  of 
wood  for  building  (hips,  which  might  be  carried  on  and  ex- 
changed for  other  commodities  in  the  preceding  countries; 
and  from  iron,  fteel,  rice,  the  different  kinds  of  dyes  and 
gums  ;  and  might  ferve  as  a  fecurity  to  the  Eaji  India  trade 
and  navigation. 

Merehan-      Their  riches  confift  in  thefe  wares,  and  alfo  in  bills, 

4lize.  knives,  hatchets,  iron  and  fteel  fpades,  apparel,  cattle,  plan- 
tations of  yams,  in  marfhes  for  cultivatingrice,  and  in  the 
number  of  fubjefts  and  flaves.  The  Zaferamini  are  the 
richeft  in  gold,  which  they  conceal  with  great  care  from  the 
Europeans :y  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  every  perfpn  of  di- 
ftinftion  preferves  fome  remains  of  their  anceftors  gold, 
which  they  hold  in  great  efteem  and  veneration.  In  the  pro- 
vince of  Manghahei^  the' gold  is  depofited  in  the  tombs  of 
their  predeceflbrs,  from  whence  the  natives  dare  not  take  it, 
fuperfltitJoHfly  believing  themfelves  unworthy. 

'  Jifanner  of     THEIR  manner  of  war  is  by  furprife  and  ambufcade  ; 

l«i>y  to     when  ^n  advantageous  opportunity  prefents,   they  aflemblc 

mjar.  privately,  and,  having  refted  the  army  in  the  night,  endea- 
vour, at  break  of  day,  to  attack  the  enemy  on  a  fudden  ;  and 
femetimes  the  word  is  given  eight  days  before  for  meeting  on 
the  day  appointed,  by  different'and  unknown  road^^  to  at* 
tack  and  ftorm  the  towns  of  their  enemies,  which  they  fur- 
round  and  advance  to  with  moft  dreadful  (houts,  and,  if  with 
fuccefs,  maflacre  all  they  meet,  not  fparing  the  children  at 
their  mothers  breafts,  whom,  like  wild  beafts,  they  cut  into 
pieces.  When  the  heat  of  jf'ury  is  over,  they  make  flaves  of 
all  they  take,  but  put  to  death  the  children  of  the  chiefs,  in 
order  to  extirpate  the  race  of  their  enemies  ;  fearing,  in  cafe 
they  furvive,  they  will  one  time  or  other  revenge  the  injury, 
Knd  make  reprizals.  ,      . 
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In  war-time,  fpies  are  fent  out  to  obferve  the  conditloii  Po//ff  •« 
and  countenance  of  the  enemy,  and  to  difcover  thd  fituation 'w-'^'"- 
pf  the  largeft  towns,    and  number  of  cattle,  change  their  ^ 

own  refidence,  and  drive  their  cattle  to  the  mountains  »ncl 
places  the  moft  inacceffible  ;  and  parties  of  twenty,  thirty, 
and  forty  men  are  difpatched  to  plunder  the  lefTer  villages, 
and  bring  away  the  inhabitants  and  cattle^  thefe  parties  arc 
called  Souvove.  The  villages  are  generally  reduced  to  afties, 
and  fometimes  fpared,  through  fear  of  the  neighbouring  ,in- 
l>abitants  being  cxafperated  at  the  fight  of  the  flames  and 
fmoke  of  thefe  fires,  and,  falling  immediately  on,  purfuc  and 
cut  off  their  retreat.  Thefe  expeditions  are  named  Tqficha^ 
manthi,  or  black  or  fecret  war.  Thefe  marauders  are  gene- 
rally provided  with  JuHs  and  Moujfanes^  or  witchcraft,  and 
billets  writ  in  Arabic  charafters,  and  march  into  the  enemies 
country,  in  full  confidence  that  thefe  billets  will  draw  on 
them  the  greatcft  misfortunes,  take  away  their  ftrength  and  ^ 

courage  to  defend  themfelves,  occafion  mortal  diilempers, 
and  prove  in  the  end  the  principal  caufe  of  their  lofs  and 
defeat ;  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  fiivourable  to. 
themfelves,  by  infpiring  courage,  and  procuring  a  happy 
iffue  to  their  wars.  Thefe  people  who  make  ufe  of,  and 
thofe  againfft  whom  they  ai'e  ufed,  are  equally  ftrong  in  the 
belief  pf  thefe  enchantments;  and  in  cafe  ficknefs  or  other 
misfortunes  take  place  ten  years  afterwaids,  they  ;jittrib\ite 
all  to  theAvitchcfaft  of  their  enemies. 

Their  arms  ar^  different  in  every  province  :  the  people  Arm^ 
pf  Androbeizaha  make  ufe  of  a  great  dart  with  an  iron  point, 
Ipng  and  thick,  and  carry  fifteen  leffer  darts,  called  Fitorach^ 
befides  the  great  Renelrfoy  or  mother-dart.  The  inhabitants 
of  Manghafiay  and  of  the  countries  as  far  as  ^anghabeij, 
make  ufe  of  a  ihield  and  great  dart,  called  Coubahi  ,•  the 
people  of  Ampatfe^  Mahafalky  MachicorCy  and  Androbeizaha^ 
ufe  the  fame  arms,  with  a  buckler,  long  and  large  dart,  and 
\  five  or  fix  of  a  lefler  fize  ;  thofe  northward  of  Manghafia  to 
the  end  of  the  ifland,  cover  themfelves  with  ihields,  and 
^nter  with  one  dart  into  clofe  engagement  with  their  ene- 
mies, and  wait  their  arrival  without  flirring,  are  much  feared  , 
by  thofe  who  throw  their  darts  at  a  dlftance,  and,  having 
difcharged  their  darts,  avoid  clofer  engagement,  and  imme- 
diately take  to  flight.  The  people  of  Manamboiile  are 
cTleemed  the  mofl:  refolute  and  fl:outeft  foldiers,  many  of 
them  marching  with  five  or  fix  large  darts,  which  they  carry 
in  their  ftuelds. 

No   rank  or  order  of  battle  is  obferved ;   they  engage  Fighting 
^nly  by  hundreds^  ?ach  ^ndeavoiwing  to  do  his  bejl  by  jumps  'without 
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and  contortions  of  face  and  body,  and  vexing  theijt^nemies 
with  injurious  language  and  threacnings,  in  ord&t  to  flrike  a 
a  panic.  When  an  enemy  falls,  they  cut  his  throat,  and 
and  make  the  mofl  hideous  noife,  and  the  mod  fneaking  and 
pitiful  flaves  never  fail  of  piercing  with  darts  through  and 
through  the  inanimate  corpfe  extended  on  the  ground. 
Emfby  The  women,  in  time  of  war,  keep  up  continual  dancing 
ment  of  by  day  and  night,  never  fleep  or  eat  in  their'  town-houfes  ; 
w$afM,  and,  hovvcver  addifted  to  incontinency,  upon  no  account 
whatever  fu£Eer  the  company  of  another  man,  whilft  their 
hu(bands  are  expofed  to  danger ;  perfuaded  that  they  would 
be  killed  or  wounded  by  infidelity  in  their  abfcnce ;  and  be- 
lieve them  to  be  animated  by  their  continual  dancing,  and 
their  ftrength  and  courage  increafed  :  '^vherefore  they  keep  up 
their  dancings  during  the  war  by  the  moft  fuperfUtious  ob- 
fcrvation  of  the  cuftom.  ' 
Meth$d9f  .  When  the  chiefs  find  themfelves  too  weak,  or  chufenot 
fuingfir  to  protraA  the  war,  envoys  are  difpatched  with  prefents  to 
fUc€.  induce  the  enemy  to  peace,  and  to  agree  upon  a  day  of  con- 
ference, in  order  to  an  accommodation ;  and  the  enemy  like- 
wife  retarns'prefents  by  other  envoys,  who  are  to  give  iiiform- 
atioa  of  his  condition  and  difpontion.  They  repair,  on 
•  the  day  appointed,  with  their  whole  army,  as  if  going  to 
battle,  to  the  banks  of  a  river.  Each  kills  a  bull,  and  pre- 
fent  each  other  with  part  of  the  liver,  which  they  eat  in  the 
prefence  of  the  refpeftive  envoys,  with  authentic  ^)rote{bi- 
tions  and  folemn  oaths,  attended  with  imprecations,  that  the 
liver,  which  they  eat,  may  burft  them,  that  God  would  with- . 
draw  his  hand,  from  amongft  them,  that  they  may  be  de- 
ftroyed  by  their  enemies,  and  their  race  finifli  in  themfelves, 
if  they  think  of  carrying  on  the  war,  or  carrying  off  their 
rcfpeftive  cattle,  or  killing  each  others  fubjefts,  or  have  any, 
defign  offending  witchcraft  or  poifons  into  the  enemy's  coun- 
try. If  any  chief  fues  for  peace,  from  a  difability  of  fup- 
porting  himfelf,  he  muft  humble  himfelf  before  the  enemy ; 
and,  having  procured  fvom  another  chief  a  proteftion  for 
the  fecurity  of  his  perfon,  mufl  gp  himfelf.  In  this  cafe, 
the  conqueror  prefents  the  liver  to  the  fubdued,  who,  by  eat- 
ing it,  engages  to  be  faithful  to  him.  Wars  are  concluded, 
and. peace  is  reflored,  in  this  manner;  though  thefe  oaths 
are  gener^Iy  taken,  in  order  to  furprife  one  another  with^ 
^  more  facility  and  conveniency,  and  is  the  reafon  why,  not-^ 
withflanding  their  oaths,  they  are  always  on  their  guard. 
J^rwmy.  These  iflanders  have  fome  knowlege  of  the  motion  of 
the  heavens,  of  the  courfe  of  the  ftars,  and  the  zodiac ; 
which,  like  Europeans ^   they  divide  into  twelve  figns,  are 
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dendminated  by  the  OmdaffeSy  or  priefts,  VintangSj  in  the 
foUo^viiig  manner : 

In  the  fpring, 

V     ov      ^  Scorpion^       / 
J  t  Sagittarius. 

In  fanuner, 

1  t  Capricorn^. 

f     or      \  Aquarius, 

In  autumn, 

^  ^  Aries y 

?•     or      *J  ftf  i(r«x, 

J  C  Gemini. 

In  winter, 

1  f  Cancer,  ^ 

>     or      ^i>^. 


Alimza^ 

Alicarobo, 

Alacofftf 

Alizadi, 
AdaloUf 
Ahhotjt, 

Alahemalif 

AzoroUf 

Alizozo, 


Afaratdf 
Alaafadcy 
Afambouloy 


L  Virgo. 


The  year  is  likewife  divided  into  twclrc  months. 


Vatrevate^ 

Safard, 

Atftfi  or  a  Soutriy 

Fah/cira, 

Fofa, 

Maca^ 

Hiahiaf 

Sacamaffeh, 

Sacavey 

Vouhnbit&u, 

jffarmanghitSf 

AJaraie, 


or 


"March, 
April, 
May, 
June, 

Jnly. 

1  Augujl, 
3  September, 
I  Oaoher, 
J  November, 
I  December, 
j  January, 
{^February. 


The  firft  day  of  the  year  begins  with  the  new  moon  ill 
March :  they  have  no  certain  and  regular  account  of  time 
and  fetfons,  but  compute  the  years  by  the  days  of  the 
vredu,  banning  the  year  of  circumcifion  on  Friday. 

The  whole  religion  of  thofe  iflanders,  who  obferve  cir-  ItiUgiwi 
cnmciiion/coQfifts,  amongft  the  whites  and  blacks,  <^  a  gro6 
and  idolatrous  fuperftition,  without  churches  and  prayers. 

Thet  believe  there  is  a  God,  who  created  heaven  and 
«nd  earth,  all  creatures,  and  an  innumerable  hoft  of  angels, 
in  feven  days ;  but  they  neither  honour  or  fcnre,  but  live  ftjar- 
•Ids  of  him,  according  to  the  law  of  nature,  at  the  fame  time 
^Kknowleg^ng  and  confei&ng  thdr  (ins,  and  every  aAion  of 
fife  ;  efpoiaally  the  moft  advanced  in  age,  and  on  the  brink 
'«<f  eternity.  ' 

Tkhv 
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^HEY  likewife  believe  there  is  a  demon^  whom  they  fear 
exceedingly,  and  call  Taivadey,  with  many  adherents,  \1rh091 
he  torments  in  the  moft  cruel  manner,  and  particularly  man-  , 
kind :  they  hold  God  to  be  the  author  of  ail  good,  never  of  ! 
evil ;  that  he  gives  exiftence  and  life  to  every  thing,  and  re- 
calls them  at  pleafure;  that  the  devil  is  the  author  of  all  kind 
of  evil  and  misfortune;  that  he  fends  into  the  world  all  wic- 
kednefs,  diflempers,  and  misfortunes,  occafions  all  quarrels^ 
robberies,  and  death,  and  is  the  fource  of  every  evil;  there- 
fore they  appeafe  him  with  offerings,  adorfe  and  name  him 
before  God  in  their  invocations:  they  likewife  invoke  a  third 
power  by  .the  name  of  Dian  Manang^  or  lord  or  god  of 
'  riches,  which  they  acknowlege  to  be  gold  ;  when  they  fee  or 

have  it  in  pofleiEofl,  it  is  lifted  above  their  heads,  and  kiffed 
with  the  moft  profound  veneration.     Many  believe  even  a    | 
remiflion  of  fins  is  to  be  obtained  by  drinking  water,  ia  which    | 
ear-rings  or  bracelets  of  gold  have  been  dipped.     They 
believe  the  angels  and  fervants  of  God  to  be  infioite  in    i 
number }  that  they  move  the  heavens,  the  fixed  and  wan-    ! 
dering  ftars,  and  are  governors  of  rain,   air,  wind,    water, 
and  earth,  the  proteftors  alfo  of  the  dwellings  and  life  of    1 
mankind,  whom  they  fcreen  from  all  troublefome  accidents 
ia  their  enterprifes. 

They  hold  feven  kinds  of  good  and  evil  {pirits ;  the  an- 
gels already  mentioned  to  be  the  firft  order,  and  called  Ma- 
tainghca^  always  doing  good :  they  nominate  and  know  them 
by  particular  appellations;  viz,  Ramichail,  Ragi-iouraU^  Ra* 
nail,  Ra/il,  8fC,  or  Michael,  Gabriel,  &c.  the  fpirits  of  the  fc- 
cond  order,  (failed  Coucoulanpou,  are  inferior  to  angels,  and, 
tho'  corporeal^  are  invifible  to  mankind,  inhabit  the  moft  fo- 
litary  places,  and  become  vifible  to  thofe  they  intend  to  fa- 
,tour ;  are  of  both  fexes,  marry,  beget  children,  die  after  a 
loQg  life,  and  like  mankind,  expeA,  according  to  their  good 
iii^d  )>^d  aAioos,  after  death,  an  eternal  felicity  or  condemn- 
ation ;.  they  eat,  without  diftinAion,  all  kinds  of  animalsand 
iniefls,  without  fear  of  being  injured  in  body  or  corpcN^I 
cifence  ;  are  fubjefl  to  nodiftempers,  being  protected  almoft 
^  *vfrom  every  accident ;  yet  die,  their  life  being  limited  to  a  cer- 
tain number  of  years :  thofe  whofe  parents  appear  after 
death,  immediately  difpatch  perfons  to  deftroy  and  bury  theai 
again.  It  is  remarkable,  that  children  even  are  afhamed  and 
g}ve  no  credit  to  thefe  apparitions  of  parents,  which  is  an 
unanfwerable  amument  and  proof  of  the  fuperiority  of  reafon, 
over  the  fenfelefs  and  narrow  di£latfs  of  religious  fuperfti- 
tion.  The  fpirits  of  the  fifth  order  are  called  Jngats,  or 
flbelcCon«  :  this  kind  is  more  imaginary  than  real,  and  feems 
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to  have  Ibme  conformity  with  European  fpeftres  and  phan- 
toms. Thofe  of  the  fixth  order  are  denominated  Sadara, 
and  are  demons,  or  evil  fpirits^  that  torment,  attack,  and 
pofTefs,  men,  women,  and  children ;  they  fee  them  coming 
like  fiery  dragons,  and  perceive  themfeives  feized'and  poffefled 
fc«netimes  for  fifteen  days.  A  dart  is  put  into  the  hands  of 
thefc  unfortunate  people,  who  dance  and  fmg  without  inter- 
xniflion,  exhibiting  furprifing  poftures  both  of  their  bodies 
and  countenances.  Men  and  women  attend  on  thefe  occai 
fions,  imitating  their  geftures  and  grimaces,  to  tire  out,  as 
they  relate,  their  patience.  Cattle,  flieep,  and  cocks,  arc 
immolated  to  appeafe  Sacara  by  the  number  of  viftims. 
The  fpirits  of  the  feventh  order  are  called  Bilir;  their  num- 
ber is  affirmed  to  be  infinite,  all  fubjeft  to  a  commanding 
•fpirit,  who,  vnth  his  adherents,  is  the  author  of  all  evil,  and 
is  Lucifer  with  his  imps. 

They  believe  that  God,  having  created  lieaven,  earth,  and 
all  creatures,  placed  Adaniy  whom  he  had  formed  out  of  the 
earth,  in  paradife,  which  they  fix  in  the  fun  or  moon,  who, 
having  no  neceflity,  was  prohibited  eating  and  drinking :  they 
add,  that  paradife  was  wateied  by  four  rivers,  one  of  milk, 
another  of  wine,  the  third  of  honey,  and  the  fourth  of  oil, 
and  with  great  plenty  of  all  forts  of  fruit.  Their  account  of 
his  fall  is  extraordinary,  and  points  out  -the  extravagancy  of 
corru|>ted  nature,  deftitute  of  the  lights  intended  to  prefervc 
mankind  in  the  knowlege  of  truth  from  falfhood.  The  de- 
vil, by  cunning  and  craft,  finding  Adam  in  paradife,  aiked 
the  reafon  why  he  eat  not  of  thofe  fine  fruits  and  oil,  and 
why  he  ^rank  not  of  that  fine  wine  and  milk  ?  Adam 
anfwered,  he  had  been  prohibited  by  God;  and  had  no 
neceffitv  of  nourifhment  to  fupport  life.  The  devil  re- 
tired with -this  anfwer,  and  remained  two  hours,  when  he 
returned,  and  acquainted  Adarriy  that  he  came  from  God,  to 
give  him  leave  to  eat  what  he  pleafed :  that  Adam^  thus 
-courted,  eat,  and,  upon  digeftion,  was  guilty  of  an  indecencjp 
in  paradife ;  that  the  devil  complained  to  CJod  of  his  info- 
lence  and  filthinefs,  who  immediately  drove  him  oat  of  pa** 
radife,  and  fent  him  into  a  country,  where  an  impofthume 
grew  in  the  caliF  of  his  leg,  which  burft  in  fix  months,  and 
•produced  a  girl;  that,  being  perplexed  on  this  account,  he 
fent  the  angel  Gabriel  to  God,  to  know  what  he  fliOUld  do; 
that  God  anfwered  by,  the  fame  angel,  that  he  (hctold  brinjr 
her  up,  and  marry  her,  when  come  to  a  certain  age  ;  which 
he  did,  and  called  her  Rahouna;  or  Eve^  who  was  delivered 
afterwards  of  two  fons,  Cain  and  Abely  who,  wheix  grown  up, 
dcftroycd  each  other  by  an  artifice  of  the  devil.    They  add, 

that 
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that  Adam  had  many  children,  who  increafed  greatly,  became 
^ckedy  and  refufed  to  acknowlege  God ;  that  God  fent  a  de* 
luge  upon  the  earth,  after  he  had  commanded  Noah  to  build 
a  ihip,  and  retire  to  it  with  lus  wife  and  children,  relations, 
and  dpmeftics,  with  male  and  female  of  every  fpecies ;  that 
they  had  no  fooner  entered  than  the  earth,  with  the  remain- 
ing animals,  was  buried  under  the  waten^of  the  deluge,  ex- 
cepting  the  four  following  mountains,  ZabaSc^m  the  north; 
.Zabalicatoure  in  the  foutb,  Zabalirqf  in  the  weft,  and  ZnAa- 
libazani  in  the  eaft ;  but  that  no  perfons  could  fave  them- 
felves  from  death ;  that,  after  the  deluge,  Noah  went  out  ^ 
the  fhlp  to  live  at  JerufiJem^  and  from  thence  to  Mecca  j 
that  he  received  from  God  four  forts  of  writings,  which  con* 
tained  his  law ;  the  firft,  Alifurcariy  or  Al  Koran,  was  for 
North;  the  fecond,  or  Soratji,  for  Mo/cs;  the  third,  Zon- 
'  boura^  in  favour  of  David;  and  the  fourth^  Alindzi,  for/ 
Chrifty  whom  they  name  Rahijfa,  They  fay  likewife,  that 
■Jcfits  Chrift  came  into  the  world,  and  was  fent  by  God ;  that 
he  was  begotten  by  no  man,  but  born  of  the  virgin  Mary, 
who  was  delivered  without  pain,  and  remained  a  virgin; 
that  Chrifi  was  God  and  n^an,  and  a  great  prophet ;  that  he 
was  crucified  by  the  Jews^  but  that  God  would  not  permit 
him  to  die,  and  was  pleafed  to  fubftitute  the  body  of  a  ma- 
lefaftor  in  its  place.  They  obferve  Saturday  with  the  Jev)s, 
not  Friday  with  the  M^hammedam  ;  and  keep  faft-days  with 
great  ceremony,  tho'  not  on  fixed  and  eftablifhed  days,  but 
according  to  the  difpofition  and  quality  of  the  year. 
Circumi"  Ci&cumcision>  or  Valafciray  is  celebrated  with  £^eat  fb- 
^,  iemnity,  and  generally  in  the  month  oiMdy :  the  parents  and  ' 
xelations  repair  to  tlie  village  where  the  ceremony  is  to  be 
performed,  and  prefent  an  ox  or  bull  for  each  child ;  bat 
kfs  is  taken  from  the  poor :  the  men  perform  eXercifes  wi^ 
their  darts,  and  the  women  make  rings,  and  dance  round 
the  performers :  when  thefe  exercifes  are  over,  the  mafter  of 
the  village,  who  is  the  circumcifer,  makes  an  entertainme^^ 
and  thoTe  who  hate  drank  the  moft  are  thought  to  lunre 
done  the  greateft  honour  to  the  feaft :  twd  hundred  head  are 
frequently  killed,  and  eat  tc^ether  with  their  hides,  on  thefe 
occafions.  The  next  morning,  bei^  the  feftival,  all  obfervd 
/ilence,  and  every  perfon  is  in  his  duty :  the  parents  are 
taken  up  in  preparing  their  children ;"  the  mothers  fleep  with 
them  the  night  before  the  circumcifion  in  the  Lapa,  ot 
church,  built  a  month  before  by  the  fathers  and  uncles  of 
&e  children  which  are  to  be  circumcifed ;  and  that  night  the 
men  never  approach  their  wives,  or  other  women,  neither  di 
them  l^ing  pernutted  to  be  prefent  at  that  .ceremony  after 

I  commu* 
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communication  with  each  other;  pcrfuaded,  from  fuperfti- 
tious  prejudices,  that  the  blood  woiild  not  ftop  when  thi 
prepuce  is  cut  off;  and  that  the  child  muft  die  on  that  ac- 
count. The  circuracifcr  alfo  pronounces  the  following  words 
in  a  high  voice  :  Salama,  Zahanhare,  ZahomJJabots^  Jnau- 
hanaUy  Nambovatji  iangho,  amini  Tombouc^  Zahomitoulou  bou^ 
xonAaminaUf  &c,  or,  I  re^^Si  tiee,  my  God,  I  unite  myfelf  to^ 
ygu  by  prayer  \  I  ajk  you  pardon  for  my  Jins  ;  thou  haji  erg- 
ated  feet  ahd  hands  i  I projir ate  my felf  before  thee  \  I  this  day 
circumcife  this  infant y  &c.  They  go  afterwards  to  the  La^ 
pay  or  church,  where  the  children  are  brought,  and  drefled 
by  their  mothers  with  baubles  of  coral,  precious  ffones,  and 
other  ornaments,  round  their  necks,  and  have  every  thing  in 
readinefs  by  ten  o'clock ;  the  ceremony  is  to  be  performed 
fafting,  and  they  are  governed  by  the  ftiadow  of  a  man,  who 
ftands  upright  before  the  fun,  to  obferve  the  critical  minute 
for  the  execution  of  this  myftery.  On  thrfe  occafions,  they  . 
meafure  by  feet,  called  Uha^  or  Pas  ;  land  the  precife  time 
for  circumcifion  is  when  the  fliadow  is  nine  feet  long ;  then 
the  drums  begin  beating,  and  the  circumcifer  puts  on  hisJ* 
richcft  garment,  and  hangs  a  large  fkain  of  white  cotton 
round  his  arm,  to  wipe  the  knife  which  he  carries  in  his 
hand.  The  fathers  walk  in  proceffion  crofs  the  Lapa^  with 
their  children  under  their  arms,  entering  at  the  weft,  and 
going  out  at  the  eaft  door  ;•  and  then  walk  twice  round  the 
cattle  which  are  to  be  facrificed,  make  the  children  lie  a  little 
on  their  backs,  and  touch  with  theit  left  hand  the  right  horn 
of  each  ox  or  bull,  which  lie  on  the  ground,  with  their  feet 
tied  r^ady  for  immolation.  The  people  are  afterwards  com- 
manded to  withdraw  and  make  room,  when  the  circumcifer 
appears  with  the  knife  in  his  hand  to  cut  off  the  prepuce' of 
^very  infant;  and,  when  done,  gives  it  to  the  uncle  of  the 
boy,  who  puts  it  into  the  yolk  and  white  of  an  egg,  which 
he  holds  in  his  haiid  for  that  purpofe,  at  the  fame  time  the 
attendant  Rohandrian  or  Jnacandrian,  for  butchering  the 
viftims,  kills  a  cock  for.  each  boy,  and  drops  the  blood  oa, 
the  wound,  whilft  another  fqueezes  the  juice  of  the  plant 
'ffoia,  a-kind  of  clover,  upon  it.  If  the  boy  is  a  flave,  and 
hath  no  uncle,  the  prepuce  is  flung  away.  No  noife  is 
made ;  and  on  this  day,  which  is  efteemed  holy  and  facred 
\>y  every  individual,  all  refrain  from  drinking.  The  Rohan- 
drians  obferve  the  fame  ceremonies,  but  with  greater  prepa- 
rations, expence,  pomp,  and'  magnificence. 

The  prjefts,  or  Ombiajfes,  are  of  two  orders  ;'  the  Ombi-  OmbiaC- 
ajfes  Ompanorats  and  Ombiajfes  Omptiftquili ;  the  Qmpanorats  fcs. 
are  writers,  and  generally  niafters  and  teachers  of  th«  Arabic 
^   Mod.  Hist,  Vol.  XlV.     '  D  d     .  ian^ 
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language,  praftife  phylic,  and  compofe  the  Ziridjl,  or  Ma^ 
Jerrabes^  or  fmall  billets,  ttrrittcn  in  Arabic  charafters,  whi4 
relate  to  thofe  who  are  educated  in  the  public  ichools  at  Ma* 
tdtane,  Thefe  fly  impoftors  make  great  profit^and  live  at  thea 
own  cafe  ;  the  people  deeming  them  conjurors  and  wizard^ 
and  living  in  the  gieateft  fear  and  dread  of  them  imaginaUd 
The  Omptijiquili  are  commonly  blacks,  of  the  Anacaninm 
race,  who  ftudy  geomancy,  or  the  art  of  divination  ;  and  ahWl 
rarely,  and  then  fortuitoufly,  fuccefsful  in  prediftioD,  jcd 
are  approved  and  live  in  efteem  with  thefe  iflanders.  Thien! 
is  another  fct  of  Otnbiaffes  amongft  the  negroes,  who  likewife 
vifit  the  fick,  but  can  neither  read  nor  write,  and  makegcof-i 
mantic  figures  only,  with  chryftal,  topazes,  eagle-ftones,  ao4 
amethyfts ;  and  others,  called  by  the  common  name  officii 
who  perfuade  the  people  that  God  fends  them  in  thunder,  k 
making  the  figures,  one  of  thefe  is  placed  at  the  comer  <j 
the  table,  which,  they  fay,  exercifes  the  virtue'and  cfficaqdj 
their  figures.  '  j 

ViNCENTius  Aldus  and  Gajpar  de  San  Bernardino hi^ 
wrote,  that  this  ifland  was  divided  into  fix  kingdoms ;  anl 
that  the  kings  were  in  continual  war  ;  and  Marco  Paolo,  tKe 
Venetidn,  relates,  that,  in  his  time,  it  was. governed  by  feq| 
fovereigns ;  yet,  by  later  accounts,  it  is  certain  that  ereij 
province  has  a  particular  lord,  called  Dian^  who  appointsi 
filoubeif  or  governor,  over  every  village  of  his  dominioDSj 
and  that  the  opinion,  that  any  one  might  appropriate  to  hio* 
felf  and  family  what  lands  he  pleafed  and  thought  proper^  4 
an  erroneous  and  groundlefs  opinion ;  not  a  foot  of  land  to 
be  found  in  the  ifland,  but  what  belong^  tQ,  and  is  cultivatdl 
by,  the  refpeftive  owners. 
Form  of  '^^^  fubjefts  are  not  governed  by  laws  or  edifts,  norii 
po<uern,  there  a.  written  law  to  be  found  throughout  the  ifland:  naj 
Menf.  tural  law  is  the  fole  rule  of  their  deportment.  MafindiB^oi 
law  of  the  prince,  is  one ;  Majfwpph,  or  law  of  private  maj 
is  the  fecond ;  and  MaJfintanCy  the  law  or  cuftom  of  M 
country,  is  the  third.  MaJJindili,  or  law  of  the  prince,  \ 
a  word  compounded  oi  Majfin,  law  or  cuftom,  andofiW 
diliy  or  command,  is  the  prince's  will  founded  upon  realb% 
and  confiflis  in-adminiftering  juftice  to  every  individual,  ai 
jufting  differences,  and  of  piinifliing  delinquents  in  their  pw 
perty  or  perfons.  A  thief,  by  this  law,  muft  return  AJ 
quadruple  value  of  the  theft,  if  able,  or  has  a  friend  to  J«] 
the  forfeiture ;  if  deficient  in  thefe,  his  life  is  at  ftake,  aal 
particularly  in  an  affair  of  importance,  or  he  muft  become  thi 
fliive  of  the  party  he  robbed.  Maffinpoh  is  the  behaviour  il 
life  of  private  perfons,  in  their  employment,  trade,  convtf* 
2  fatioii 
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Iktion,  fupporc  of  their  fat^iHes,  and  manqer  of  living  and) 
undertakings.  Majfintane  \z  the  general  and  particular 
cuftom  of  the  country,  the  folid  foundation  and  ftajKiard 
of  their  conduft  on  all  occafions,  a$  their  manner  of  plant-. 
iQg  and  fowing,  building  villages^  making  war,  or  public 
rejoicings,  dancing,  and  exercife  of  arms.  The  prince's 
law  is  founded  on  this  ancient  cuftom,  which  admits  of  no 
alteration.  Should  a  chief  command  any  thing  contrary  to 
-the  received  cuftom,    the  fubjefts  would  immediately  op- .  ' 

pofe  thecuilom  of  their  anceftors,  which  princes  have  not  the 
power  of  fetting  afide  ;  nor  would  they  obey  the  order,  as 
having  no  right  to  impofe  it ;  and  they  are  fo  tenacious  of « 
whatever  defcends  from  their  anceftors,  that  nothing  in 
the  world  could  induce  a  change;  which  is  the  reafon  why  • 
the  primitive  method  of  agriculture  and  apparel  is  efteemed 
amongft  them. 

An  injured  perfon,  who  has  fufFered  confiderably,  may  exe- 
cute juftice  without  finding  the  criminal  to,  or  waiting  the 
fentence  of,  the  lord  of  the  country  ;  and  a  thief,  caught  in 
I  the  aft,  is  killed  with  as  little  ceremony  as  a  ferpent.  Adul-  ,  . 
Ltery  i&  punifhed  with  fevere  penalties,  and  many  fend  away 
;aad  kill  their  wives  on  this  account :  and  if  a  married  wo- 
inan,  feparated  from  her  huft>and,  (hould  have  children  by 
another  man,  the  children  are  the  property  of  the  huft>and,  . 
till  the  woman  is  married  again  with  his  confent ;  but  which 
is  never  obtained  till  the  Tacq^  or  fortune  is  returned,  which 
18,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  paid  t6  the  wo- 
;  man's  father  up^j^heu:  marriage. 

S  E  C  T.    IV.      ^ 

;  TJEtween  the  north  end  of  Madagafcar  and  the  coaft  of  Comorro 
1**^  Zanguebar,  lie  the  id^nds  of  Go^viora,  Comorro^  ^  ^^^  IJlands^ 
miro,  from  ten  to  fifteen  d^ees  fouth  latitude.  Authors 
idifier  greatly  with  refpeft  to  their  number.  Linfchoten  fpeaks 
only  of  one,  Pyrard  and  Vincent  de  Vil  mention  five,  Sanutus 
three,  and  Sh:  Thomas  Roe  ■  no  lefs  than  eight,  though  he 
Onlyfpecifies  four  by  name;  viz.  MalaJia^  Angazya^  Jo* 
hanna^  or  Juanny^  and  Majoke  s  the  three  laft  ftanding  under 
the  fame  parallel,  and  almoft  in  a  line  from  eaft  to  weft,  only 
that  Anga^ya  projefts  a  little  towards  the  north.  Malalia 
lies  dirdJlly  under  the  eleventh  degree  and  twentieth  minute 
of  fouth  latitude,  from  which  the  laft-mentioned  ifland  is 

•  PuRCHAS,  t.  V.  l.vii.  c.  12.  OssoR.l.  iv.  Dk  Brub,  p.  iii. 
Mappjbi  Hift.  1.  iii.  c.  37.  Ramus,  fol.  1 16.  p.  i.  k  222,  p.  ii. 
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diftant  about  five  leagues  to  the  north-weft»  under  eleven) 
degrees  and  five  minutes.  Johanna  is  the  moft  eafterly  of  the 
vhole,  ^nd  has  good  roads  for  (hipping,  but  no  harbours  t>n> 
any  fide.  All  thefe  iflands,  and  efpecially  Malalia,  abound' 
in  horned  cattle,  (heep,  hogs,  and  fowls  of  different  kicds^ 
as  well  as  fweet  and  four  oranges,  great  and  fmall  citrcns^ 
coco-nuts,  bananas,  honey,  betel,  lugar-canes,  rice,  which 
turns  to  a  violet  colour  when  boiled,  and  ganger,  if  we  may 
-  rely  on  the  authority  of  Sanutus  *. 

Angazya  is  inhabited  by  Moors ^.  who. trade  with  divers^ 
parts  of  the  continent^  and  all  the  iflands  to  the  eaftward,  in^ 
cattle,  fruits^  and  the  other  commodities  of  the  ifland,  ex- 
changing them  for  callic^es,  and  other  cotton  cloths,  for 
theif  own  wear.  The  bread  moftly  ufed  in  all  thefe  iflands 
is  made  of  the  kernel  of  the  coco-nut,  boiled  or  broiled,  and 
fpread  over  with  honey :'  their  drink  is  palm-wine,  a  juice 
extracted  from  the  fugar-cane,  and  fufFered  to  ferment,  or 
die  milk  of  the  cocc  -lut.  They  never  prefume  to  let  thdi? 
women  be  feen  by  flrangers,  without  permiffion  from  the  fol- 
tan,  or  an  order  to  fee  them,  which  the  flranger  brings  vfik\t 
him.  Many  of  them  write  and  read  Arabic  with  great  faci- 
lity, and  fome  there  are  who  underfland  the  Portuguefe^' 
which  they  learn  by  means  of  their  intercourfe  with  Mozam*- 
blque^  whither  they  trade  in  veflHs  of  forty  tons  burthen^ 
The  houfes  are  built  of  flone  and  lime,  made  of  cafcined 
oyfler-ihells,  with  which*  the.-  walls  and  roof  are  plaiflerecl 
in  a  very  elegant  mannei^,  and  the  roofs  jgd  windows  cb^ 
vered  with  palm-leaves,  which  ferve  eqt||pf .  as  a  defence- 
agamft  the  rain  and  the  fun-beams.    ^        * 

The  illand  of  Ang(JLzya  is  under  the  government  of  tea' 
lords,  the  conftitution  being  a  pure  ariftocracy ;  while  Jo- 
hanna  and  Malalia  acknowkge  but  one  fovcre*^.  Only  thei 
children  of  the  foltan  of  Malalia  participate  in  his  authority^ 
whether  male,  or  female,  who  govern  in  quality  of  viceroys, 
in  different  province^  of  tlie  ifland  :  all,  however,  beeor  tfaet 
title  of  foltans,  though  they  areLinfome  refpefts.fubordinate 
to  the  authority  of  the  father :  each  has  his  guards,  his. 
crown,  fceptre,  and  all  the-  enOgns  and  pageantry,  of  m»- 
jefty,  together  with  a  brilliant  court  and  numerous.hoofhol(h.. 
The  foltan  aever  ftirs  abroad  but  he  is  attended'by  ty^nty  dt 
the  principal  perfons'  in  the  kingdom  ;•  upon  which  OGcafiozn: 
his  drefs  is  a  long  robe  haogipgdowato-the  heels>  of  flripcd 
caHico,  with  a  turban  on  his  heladi.  .  The  people. }n  general* 
'     wear  loofe  callico  banians,  and  are  continually  chewing  Arc- 

«  Vide  apud  Purckas,  t.  v.  ibid. 
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>kaf  or  betel,  in  the  maon^r  of  the  Eqfi  Indians^  to  whom, 
in  their  cuftoms,  they  have  a  n^r  affinity  **, 

.  The  ifland  <^  Johanna  is  the  moft  frequented  and  beft  Jobanna^ 
'luiown  to  Europeans t  of  all  the  Comorro  iflands ;  for  here 
they  touch  for  refrefhments  in  their  parage  to  Bombay  znd 
the  Malabar  coails  oi  India,     This  ifland  lies  in  1 1  degrees 
50  minutes,  according  to  fome  writers ;  but  is  placed  in  moft 
'of  the  modern  maps  in  12  degrees  20  minutes  fouth  latitude. 
It  is  thirty  miles  long  and  fifteen  broad.     The  natives  "are 
•negroes,  who  profefs  Mohammedifm,  live  hofpitably,  and  eat* 
prefs  a  particular  friendflup  for  the  Engl\fi>,     Their  govern^- 
ment  is  a  pur^  monarchy,  and  their  females  are  not  excluded 
from  the  throne.     The  ifland  is  fertile  in  rice,  potatoiss,  ^ams^ 
^bananas,   tamarinds,  oranges,    kmens,   pine-af^les,  coco* 
^uts,  honey,  and  wax,  as  well  as  in  black  cattle  atid  goats, 
'Their  women,  as  is  ufual  in  mdft  negro  countries^  are  em- 
j>loyed  in  hu(bandry,  and  other  laborious  occupations,  whilft . 
the  men  indulge  in  eafe,  ik>th^  aad  luKury,  fmoking  their 
pipes,  or  chewing  betel,  or  Ardluu     They  are,  in  general,  a 
plain,  fimple.  well-meaning,   inoCenfive  people,  hofpitable 
beyond  their  w^lth,  void  of  Jimbition,  and  totally  ignorant 
oi  the  art  of  war  and  arms,  the  inftrUmeflts  of  ambition  and 
deftruftion.     Thdr  kings,  though  the  fountai'ns  of  juftice> 
•afCime  no  ihrte  or  dignity,  which Tets  them  at  a  great  diflance 
from  their  fubjeds,  but  converfe  fanuliarly  both  with  them 
.  and  foreigners,  gaining;  the  affeftions  of  both  by  their  afia^ 
bility,  without  dittinifhing  their  authority^  or  taking  off  from 
the  refpeft  of  tKks  inferiors.     They  'have  but  two  towns, 
to  one  of  which  Voyagers   have,  given  the  appellation  of 
King*s  Town,  from  its  biding  the  refidence  of  their  princeti 
Another  they  have  called  ^een's  Town,  fome  of  their  prin- 
ceflTes  having  chofe  to  hold  their  court  there,  abd  make  it  the. 
feat  of  their  government.     Thefe  towns  arc  built  with  tim- 
ber and  ftone ;  but  the  reAof  their  houfi^  and  the  habita* 
tions  of.  the  peafaats,  are  mean  huts,^  difperfed  over*  the  face 
of  the  ifland.     The  ordinary  fiare  of  th*  people  is  boiled 
rice,  ro«ts,  flefli,  milk,  and  fruits,   particularly  the  coco-' 
nut,  the  milky  part  of  which  is  a  common  drink  amongft 
tbem,  and  the  ftxells  are  generally  ufeS  for  <iups.     They  hate 
and  dread  the  devil  fo  much,  that  they  burn  him  commonly  in 
effigie,  intiniating  by  that,  tb«ir  deteftaticyi  of  this  enemy  to 
the  human  fpecies.     They  alfo  have  a  ftrong  abhorrence  of 
that  fpot  where  any  one  happens  to  die,  looking  upon  the. 

^  La  Caoix,  t.  w«  p*  S^o.  yi4«  «nam  Att&  fuph«  eitat. 
,aid. 
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^und  either  to  be  unlucky,  or  dreading  departed  fpirits, 
the  unlverfal  foible  of  the  vulgar ;  or  at  lead,  as  others  fag- 
ged, believing  this  place,  to  be  polluted  by  the  dead  carcafe ; 
which  wears  off*  in  time,  and  they  return  to  the  houfe,  and 
live  in  the  chambers,  where  their  friends  breathed  their  laft, 
with  the  fame  unconcern  as  other  people.  In  general,  the 
religion  and  manners  of  all  the  Comorro  iflands  have  a  Arong 
aifHnity ;  they  vary  in  particular  modes,  but  the  fundamentals 
of  both  are  nearly  the  fame  in  all  ^. 
Di/ert  East  of  Madagafcar^  and  from  the  fifth  to  the  fortieth 

Jfiands.  degree  of  latitude,  we  find  a  number  of  iflands,  laid  down 
in  moft  modem  maps,  but  no-where  dcfcribed,  Thefe  arc 
the  iflands  called  the  Settos  Hermannos^  Tres  Hermannos^ 
near  the  line.  The  ifland  of  Diego  Garcia  lies  under  the 
latitude  of  eight,  and  longitude  90  eaft.  Near  two  degrees 
fouth  of  this  (land  three  fmall  iflands,  called  in  De  IJJle's 
maps  Brandons  \  and  direftly  fouth  of  them,  about  three 
degreed,  ftands  the  ifland  Rodrique,  or  Roderigo,  placed  er- 
roneoufly,  as  we  have  obforved,  between  the  continent  and 
Madaga/car,  not  very  far  diflant  fi-om  the  Comorro  iflands. 
Under  the  29th  degree  of  fouth  latitude  ftands  the  ifland  of 
Ronmreirosy  about  nine  degrees  eaft  and  fouth-eaft  of  Mauri- 
tius. Then  appears  the  ifland  dijohn  ofUJbon^  in  the  fame 
longitdde  with  theifle  of  Bourbon,  and  in  latitude  of  26  de- 
grees fouth.  In  latitude  32,  and  longitude  76,  lies  an  ifland 
difcovered  bv  the  Dutcb,  to  which  they  have  given  no  name ; 
and  fouth  ot  it,  under  latitude  37,  38,  ftand  the  iflands  of 
Jmjierdam  and  St.  Paul ;  but  of  neither  of  thefe  we  can  any 
where  find  a  tolerable  defcription,  or  indeed  any  thing  that 
'  merits  the  attention  of  the  reader.  North  of  the  Cape  <f 
Good  Hope  there  are,  befides,  three  fmall  defert  iflands,  called 
in  the  Dutchf  Roben  Eilandj  Dajfen  Eiland,  and  Frans  Eiland. 
The  firft  of  thefe  is  likewife  called  Rabbet  Ifland,  from  the 
prodigious  number  of  thofe  animals  which  burrow  about  the 
ftiore  5  and  the  fecond  has  its  name  from  the  deer  it  is  found 
to  produce,  or  rather  harbour ;  for  it  is  believed  they  have 
been  carried  thither  by  fome  European  fliips  ;  fome  think  by 
Spitzbergen,  in  the  year  1601.  It  is  incredible  how  they 
have  fince  multiplied,  or  in  what  manner  they  procure  pai- 
ture  on  fo  fmall  an  ifland,  the  whole  of  which  is  covered  over 
with  deer.  The  Englijh  and  Dutch  have  alfo  planted  fome 
flieep  here,  which  have  grown  to  an  amazing  bulk,  but  did 
not  multiply  }n  prpportioii  to  the  deer :  ^heir  tails' have  mea- 

^  Sanut.  ll  xii.    Pyraud,  t.  i.  (.  4.  Davity,  t,  v,  foL  651. 
I.A  Croix,  t.  iv.  p.  |8o. 
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fured  29  inches  in  diameter,  and  weighed  34  pounds ;  nor 
*  did  the  fat  taken  from  the  loins  weigh  much  lefs.  What  coyld  ' , 
mduce  Spitzbergen  to  plant  deer  and  fheep  here,  we  cannot 
conjefture,  as  the  ifland,  which  is  fandy,  producing  nothing 
beiides  flowers  and  briars,  had  a  mofl:  unpromifing  appear- 
ance for  the  breeding  or  fattening  caule,  though  the  event 
has  anfwered  his  expeftations.  What  ftill.  increafes  our 
aftooiihxnent  is,  that  it  wants  frelh  water ;  which  circum- 
ftance  alone,  we  fhould  imagine,  would  deftroy  his  whole 
projeft.  Rabbet  IJlandis  about  two  leagues  only  in  circum- 
ference; and  Deer  Ifland  ftill  lefs.  As  to  the  Ifle  of  France, 
it  ftands  north  of  thefe,  and  is  much  the  fame  in  extent  and 
iqiialities  of  foil  and  climate,  tho'\^e  are  not  informed  of  th^ 
nature  of  the  produce,  if  any  it  has. 
'.  TiSRNiNG  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  fteering  north 
north- weft,  we  fall  in  with  the  ifland  of  St.  Helena,  lying 
in  the  1 6th  degree  of  fouth  latitude  ;  which  we  have  already 
defcribed  in  our  account  of  the  fettlements  belonging  to  the 
^nglifb  Eaft  India  company  *,  Next  comes  Afcenfton  Ifland,  Afcenfioa 
fo  called  by  the  Po'rtuguefe,  who  difcovered  it  upon  that  day,  Ifland. 
in  the  latitude  of  eight  degrees  fouth,  and  two  hundred 
leagues  and  upwards  north  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Helena;  but 
neither  they  nor  any  other  nation  have  hitherto  thought  it 
worthy  of,  a  colony.  Mr  Ovington  tells  us,  that  Triftan 
da  Cunha,  the  Portuguefe  admiral,  firft  fell  in  with  it  on  his 
return  from  the  Eafl  Indies,  anno  1508.  k  is  about  eight 
feagues  in  circumference,  fome  of  it  high  land,  or  rather 
mountainous,  but  all  of  it  barren,  without  a  drop  of  water, 
a  blade  of  grafs,  or  Ihrub,  to  refrefli  and  reftore  the  languid 
fpirits  of  the  fatigued  mariner,  loaded  with  the  moft  nau- 
feous  of  all  diforders,  the  fea-fcurvy.  On  the  contrary,  it  is, 
fays  La  Croix;  fandy,  dry,  barren,  and  burnt  up  by  the  heat 
of  the  fun  to  a  cinder ;  though  fome  are  of  opinion  there 
had  been  formerly  a  volcano  here,  now  exhaufted.  In  fome 
places,  however,  Mr.  "Ovington  fays,  it  is  fit  for  tillage ;  but 
is  .chiefly  valuable  to  the  homeward-bound  fliipping,  on  ac- 
count of  its  excellent  harbour,  and  the  vaft  quantities  of 
fea-fowl,  fifli,  and  turtle,  which  are  found  in  it,  as  well  as 
fome  goats,  whofe  flefti  is  not  inferior  to  mutton  in  fweetnefs 
and  delicacy  (A).  '  In  the  crevige  of  .a  rock  th^re  is  a  place 

called 

•  V0I.X. 

(A)  UnfchoUn  makes  mention  cenfion  ,  Which  he  calls  the 
of  a  clufter  of  fmall  iflands  iflands  of  Martin  Facz  sind  of 
loith   and    north-caft  of  ^f    Trijian  da  Cunba.    The  fame 

D  d  4  writer'^ 
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c*Ucd  by  the  fiulors  the  Pq/l-q^^^  where  (hips  leavt  lettw 
for  each  other,  ftiut  op  id  a  well-corked  bottle,  which  the 
next  that  comes  breaks  open,   aad  leaves  another  in  it| 
ilead  ^ 
St.  St.  Matthew  I/Iandhsid  its  name  given  by  the  PerfU" 

Matthew  gue/e^  the  firft  difcoverers,  becaufe  on  that  faint's  day  they 
^^^'  firft  fell  ia  with  it.  According  to  La  Croix ^  it  lies  in  one 
degree  fifty  minutes  fouth  latitude,  about  an  hundred  league? 
north-eaftof  y^a/fon  IJland.  It  is  about  eight  leagues  iij 
circumference,  delert,  but  finely  watered  by  a  rivulet  of  dear 
frefti  water,  that  branches  out  into  a  number  of  lefler  ftreams; 
yet  would  it  feem  to  have  been  once  cultivatied,  as  the  Portur 
guefe  kept  pofleffion  of  it  for  fome  time  %.  La  Martiiiiere 
obferves,  that  Garcias  De  Louifa^  a  gentleman  of  Bifcay^ 
who  commanded  the  fleet  which  the  emperor  Charles  Y.  fit- 
ted out  at  the  Groyne  for  the  conqueft  of  the  Moluccas y  landed 
at  the  ifland  of  St,  Matthew,  found  it  uncultivated,  but  co- 
vered with  orange  and  other  fruit-trees.  He  alfo  found  fome 
poultry  there,  and  Portuguefo  infcriptions  on  the  barks  of  the 
trees,  which  proved  that  the  ifland  was  not  then  unknowa 

^  Sanut.  1i{).  vii.  LiNscH.  c.  95.    La  Croix,  p.  589,  ibid, 
PuRCH.  t.v.  1.  vii.  c.  12.  «  Sanut.  1.  vii.  La  Croix,  t.iv, 

p.SSS. 


writer  obferves,  tYxBtSpt/ziergen 
difcovereci  an  ifland  in  the  year 
i6oi,  '^oppofite  the  bay  of  St.' 
^elftta,  on  the  nortii  coaft  of  the 
j^pe  of  Good  Hope ,  which  he 
^called,  and  the  Diutcb  iUU  call, 
Elizabeth  IJlg,  It  lies  under  30 
^eg.  30  min.  fouth  longitude, 
ii>  /enny  and  marfhy  on  the  weft 
end,  but  fertile  in  the  eaft,  and 
Indeed  in  every  other  part.  The 
fituation  is  exceeding  low,  al- 
moft  upon  a  level  with  the 
<K:ean,  which*  in  tempeilubtis 
feafons,  threatens  to  overwhelm 
it ;  the  furface  all  covered  over 
with  herbs,  plants,  and  flowers, 
oi  an  odoriferous  flavour;  but 
without  th«fe  two  great  conve- 
niencies  of  life,  wood  and  wa- 
tcf.     It  is  chiefly  inhabited  by 


;,*  Lhjcbef.  c,  iii.  Dawtj,  fU*  64^ 


ta 


an  animal  of  the  flze  of  a  hare,  I 
whofe  parts  of  generation  and 
claws  denote  it  a  bear,  bat  the 
head  is  fmaller  and  more  point- 
ed, the  tufk$  diflerent,  and  it 
Generally  walks  ere6t  on  tbe 
ind  feet,  which  exadly  le- 
fcmble  thofe  of  a  bear,  with 
this  diiSTerence,  that  all  the  joints 
are  more  yielding  and  flexible.. 
It  is  a  niofl  hideous  animal, 
fierce  and  iirong  as  it  is  ugly, 
infomuch  that  it  was  with  dif- 
ficulty three  armed  men  coqld 
mafter  it*.  Whether  this  be 
an  animal  bred  in  the  brains  of 
our  author,  we  fliall  leave  the 
reader  to  determine ^  we  think- 
ing  it  oar  bu£nefs  to  mention  a 
Cf  eatore  fo  peculiar.  ' 
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tQ  this  nation^  Where  Martiniere  picked  up  this  anecdote,  ^ 
VK  cannot  fay ;  thb*  the  reader  wilf  eafily  perceive  the  little 
credit  to  be  given  it,  from  the  ftrange  anachronifms  with  which 
it  is  pregnant ;  y^t  has  it  been  inconfideratdy  retained  by 
modern  geographers,  whom,  out  of  tendernefs,  we  avoid 
mentioning. 

We  now  come  to  the  iflaods  Hearer  tp  the  continent,  and  Airaoboij 
lying  off  (he'eoafts  oiLoangOy  Mojatnba^  and  the  kingdom  of  I^l*nd. 
Benin.  Of  thefe  the  firft  which  we  meet  with  in  our  courfc 
to  the  northward  is  the  ifland  of  Anngbon^  or  Happy  Tear,  a 
name  given  it  by  the  difcoyerers,  the  Portugue/e,  who  fell  ia 
\vith  it  on  new-year's  day.  Jnnoton  lies  to  the  e^ft  of  St, 
MatthfWy  in  the  latitude  of  twp  degrees  fo«th,  or,  according 
to  Ifa  Croixt  in  one  degree  twenty  minutes,  and  in  the  fifth 
degree  and'tenth  minute  of  eaftlongitude  from  ^London,  2j 
leagues  fouth  of  St.  T'homas  Iflandy  and  45  from  Cape  Lopek 
Gonfalvo.  It  is,  according  to  Pyrard,  about  five  or  fij^ 
French  leagues  in  circuit ;  but  Baudrand  calls  it  ten  leagues 
in  compafs.  There  a^e  two  high  mountains,  the  tops  of 
which  being  continually  covered  with  clouds,  occafion  fre- 
qqent  rain,  if  we  follow  the  philofophy  now  fo  much  in 
vogue,  with  refpeft  to  meteors  and  the  atmofphere.  j^nnih 
ion  has  a  number  of  fertile  vallies,  prolific  in  Turkey  com, 
rice,  millet,  potatoes,  yams,  banaoas,  pine-apples,  citrons, 
oranges,  lemons,  figs,  tamarinds,  and  other  deliolows  fruits,  ' 
Here  alfo  a;-e  gxen,  hogs,  flieep,  goats,  pigeons^  and  other 

oultry,  in  great  plenty,  with  an  equal  abundant  rf  fi{h ; 

ut  the  only  mercantile  produftion  of  the  ifland  is  gottoi^ 
which  is  efteemed  equal  to  any  produced  in  India,  wer«  th^ 
quantity  but  in  any  degree  proportioned  to  its  quality. 
*  The  governor  is  a  Portugue/e,  with  a  few  European  fer- 
vants  about  him ;  all  the  reif  are  natives,  who  pay  him  aa 
implicit  obedience,  and  are  bigotted  in  their  attachment  to 
the  Roman  catholic  faith.  On  the  fouth-eaft  end  of  the  ifland 
are  two  rocks,  one  of  which  is  low,  and  ^poa  a  level  with 
the  furface  of  the  fea,  the  other  higher  and  larger,  but  both 
dangerous  in  the  night  to  ftiipping.  Thefe  rocks  are  inha- 
bited  by  a  prodigious  number  of  birds,  fo  tame  that  the 
feilors  frequently  feed  and  catch  them  with  their  hands. 
Between  thofe  roc^Ls  the  chanel  is  fo  deep  and  clear  that  fliips 
may  fafely  pafs.  On  the  fame  fide  of  |he  ifland  there  is  & 
conveUient  watering-place,  at  the  foot  of  a  rivulet,which  tum- 
bles from  the  mountains  down  to  a.  valley  covered  with 
oranges,  citrons,  ifc.  and  affording  a  pleafant  and  refrefliing 
fliade ;  but  the  road  on  the  north- weft  fide  is  difficult  and 
dangerous,  tho'  moft  frequented  by  fliips  "who  have  no  inten- 
tion 
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tion  of  touching  upon  the  continent.  In  either  place  it  is 
no  eafy  matter  to  take  in  a  fufficient  quantity  of  water,  on 
account  of  the  violent  breakings  of  the  fea,  and  a  ft  one  in- 
trenchment  which  the  negroes  have  crefted,  from  which  they 
annoy  all  ftrangers  who  attempt  to  land.  .The  true  road  fof 
large  jftiipping  is  on  the  north-caft  iide,  where  they  may  an-: 
chor  in  feven,  ten,  thirteen,  or  fixtecn  fetthoms,  on  a  fine  fand 
clofe  CO  tlie  land,  oppofite  to  the  village  where  the  negroes 
have  thrown  up  their  intrenchment. 

The  climate  is  wholfome,  and  the  air  clear  and  ferene  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  year.  Every  part  of  the  ifland  is 
Watered  by  pleafant  brooks,  and  fiefh  water  fpriags,^  which, 
however,  at  the  new  and  full  moon,  or  in  all  high  tides,  ac- 
quire a  brackifhnefs  and  faltnefs,  that  feems  to  prove  the  con- 
trary of  the  modern  fyftem,  that  fountains  and  fprlngs  have 
their  origin  from  the  fea,  and  are  rendered  frefti  by  percola- 
tion. The  banks  of  every  rivulet  are  covered  with  palms, 
whence  the  inhabitants  extraft  their  wine  by  incifion ;  all 
forts  of  other  fruits  and  roots,  as  well  as  a  fpecies  of  black 
nut  of  a  purgative  quality. 

Mercator,  and  fome  other  voyagers,  affirm^ that  this 
ifland  is  uncultivatisd  and  uninhabited ;  which  might  be  true 
Whea  they  lived,  t-hough  there  are  now  above  (ixty  negro 
famllies^^befides  Portugttefey  who  live  by  the  produft  of 
their  ow^  hands,  their  agriculture,  fifliing,  and  grazing  or 
breedm^  cattle.  In  the  year  1605,  the  Dutch  admiral  Mate" 
lief  found  two  hundred  negroes,  and  two  Portuguefe^  on* 
^nfiolfbn,  moft  of  them  able  to  bear  arms,  ex?pert  in  the  ufe 
of  t^em,  and  trained  up  in  military  difcipline.  La  Croix 
fays,  it  has  a  town  oppofite  to  the  road  that  contains  above 
an, hundred  houfes,  the  whole  furrounded  by  a  parapet. 
Moft  of  their  dwellings  are  cane-huts,  and  in  the  whole  ifland 
there  is  not  a  fingle  houfe  built  of  ftone,  and  only  two  of 
wood,  which  belong  to  the  P<?r/Mg«^.  All  the  inhabitants 
are  meanly  cloathed ;  the  women  go  bare-headed,  and  have 
alfo  the  upper  part  of  the  body  naked,  modefty  being  de- 
fended by  a  piece  of  linen  wrapt  under  their  ftomach,  and 
falling  dowp  in  the  form  of  a  petticoat,  or  wide  apron,  to 
the  knees.  As  to  the  men,  they  wear  only  a  linen  girdle 
round  the  loins,  with  a  fmall  flap  before.  The  women  carry 
their  children  on  their  backs,  and  fuckle  them  over  the 
flioulder;' whence  one  njay  conceive  the  beauteous  dimen-r 
lions  of  thofe  parts  which  conftitute  the  moft  engaging  or- 
naments of  a  fine  perforr.  All  the  inhabitants  are  fubjeft  to 
the  Portuguefe  governor,  who  is  the  chief  perfon  in  the  ifland ; 
aj  the  fame  time  that  the  negroes  have  their  own  chief,  fub- 
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ordinate  to  him.  They  arc  all  rigid  catholics,  having  been 
either  compelled  or  perfuadcd  by  the  arguments  of  the  Por- 
tnguefe  to  embrace,  and,  like  all  other  converts,  they  are  bi- 
gotted  in  proportion  to  the  novelty  of  the  belief,  and  theur 
ignorance  of  the  true  tenets  *. 

SoyTH  of  St.  Thomas f  and  between  it  and  the  former,  is 
fituatcd  ,a  fmall  ifland,  called  by  the  Portugxufe  llha  Rolles, 
ahd  by  the  Hollanders  Rolletjes ;  between  which  and  St.  Tho- 
mas ftands  the  llha  del  Cabres^  or  Coat  IJland.  Both  are  Il^a  del 
mountainous,  and  covered  with  wild  lemon-trees.  Next  in  Cabrcs. 
order  comes  the  ifland  of  St.  Thomas y  the  head  pofleffion  of 
the  Portuguefe  upon  this  coaft,  called  by  the  natives  Poncas, 
but  by  the  Europeans  St.  Thomas,  from  its  being  difcovered  ' 
upon  die  day  dedicated  to  that  faint.  The  equinoftial  line 
pafles  direftly  over  it,  dividing  the  town,  and  even  the  church, 
into  fouth  and  north  latitudes,  between  the  fixth  and  feveiith 
degrees  of  eaft  longitude  from  London.  It  ftands  in  the 
Ethiopic  gulphj  commonly  called  the  Gulph  cf  Benin,  and 
fometimes  that  of  St.  Thomas,  is  ^of  a  circular  form,  fome  fay 
forty,  and  others  fixty,  miles  in  diameter;  but,  according  to 
La  Croix,  no  more  than  twelve  leagues  i.  The  climate  is 
hot,  moift,  and  unwholfome,  efpecially  to  Europeans,  few  of 
whom  ever  arrive  at  the  age  of  fifty,  though  many  of  the 
natural  inhabitants  live  to  complete  a  full  century.  It  is  ob- 
ferved  of  the  natives,  that  they  are  generally  of  a  lean  habit, 
and  dry,  hard,  atrabilious  temperament;  that  the.  climate 
'  impedes  growth ;  and  that  Europeans,  who  promifed  an  ex- 
traordinary fize,  were  immediately  checked  in  their  ftaturc 
upon  coming  to  St.  Thomas,  where  they  never  grew  a  hair's 
breadth  taller ;  a  phenomenon  we  think  by  no  means  recon- 
cileable  with  that  moift  hot  climate ;  and,  if  true,  the  refult 
probably  of  fome  other  adventitious  caufe.  Dead  bodies 
putrify  here  fo  fuddenly,  that  they  are  forced  to  lay  them 
under  ground  the  moment  that  life  is  extinft.  But  the  at- 
mofphere  feems  to  have  acquired  a  peculiar  malignancy  in  the 
town ;  though  we  ftiould  imagine  that  fires  would,  in  fome 
meafure,  correft  its  bad  qualities,  particularly  with  refpeft 
to  its  moifture.  The  town,  indeed,  is  fituated  upon  a  low 
marfliy  ground ;  but  the  objeftion  holds  in  every  other  part 
of  the  ifland,  where-ever  there  happens  to  be  a  groupe  of 
houfes,  the  fituation  being  more  or  lefs  healthy  in  propor- 
..tion  to  the  number  of  dwellings  ^nd  inhabitants,  yet  '.vith- 
out  any  particular  flovenlinefs  in  their  manner  of  living,  or 

^  La  Croix,  torn,  i v.  p.  6.  c.  6.  $.3.  Ramvsio,  nbi  fupra*. 
\  .Au£t.  dt^t..ibid,  ' 
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aQj  clofeoefs  or  default  in  their  buildiogs.     This  is  a  i»Bt 
attelled  by  fuch  a  number  of  writersi  that  we  have  oo  room 
19  queftioa  its  veracity,  though  we  muft  leave  the  explica- . 
t(on  of  it  to  philofopherSy  and  the  faculty. 

At  certain  feafons  of  the  year,  the  Sky  is  quite  damned 
by  thick  fqg^  which  are  difpelled  by  the  frelh  winds  that 
blow  in  (he  months  of  July  and  Jugufi^  During  the  foggy 
,  feafon»  the  Portuguefc  have  found,  by  experience,  that  their : 
only  defence  againft  its  m^ign  influence  is  keeping  clo(e  ihut 
up  in  their  houfes  till  the  air  is  purified  and  refrefl^^d  by  the 
north-eaft  wipds  which  blow  from  Ethioj^ia  and  JilffinU 
acrofs  the -continent,  and  give  vigour  to  the  limbs  of  fo- 
c4igaers,  relaxed  by  tbe  moiil  warmth  of  thofe  continu^ 
^i^s,  which  may  be  compared  to  a  warm  bath.  It  i$  ob-  ^ 
ferved,  that  thefe  winds,  fo  invigorating  to  the  Pnrt^gmfi^ ' 
have  a  qiiite  contrary  dSe£t  upon  the  rigid  and  hard  folids  of 
the  natives,  who  fall  into  a  greater  number  of  difeafes  during 
■their  contlni^ance  than  the  whole  year  befides,  Thu^  tbdc 
f(;afons,  which  give  vigour^  fpirits,  and  life,  to  the  Portu- 
guefCf  occafion  the  death  of  a  great  part  of  the  negroe$,  and 
are  equally  wUhed  for  by  the  one  and  4readed  by  th« 
others. 

,  At  St.  Thomas  they  have  two  winters,  liHo  all  otbor 
places  under  the  fame  parallels,  but  without  the  cold  which 
dlftinguiflies  that  feafon  of  the  year  in  Europe.  What  they 
here  call  winter  is  the  rainy,, or  rather  foggv,  feafon,  which 
is  by  far  the  mofl:  fultry,  hot,  and  intoterable,  of  the  whole 
y^r.  They  both  b^in  with  the  vernal  and  autumnal  equi- 
.  noxes,  or  in  the  months  oi  March  and  Septemh^r,  when  the 
fuo's  rays  are  direftly  vertical.  The  rains  continue  froai 
December  to  fehru&ry^  and  their  fpring  begins  with  our 
fummgr  in  the  month  of  Mty/^  or  when  th^  fun  is  jn  <7a^ri- 
corriy  and  continues  till  it  enters  the^^w;  that  is,  three 
months  of  fpring  and  an  equal  number  of  fummer.  Foe 
>  t^e  three  firft  months  of.  this  period,  the  moift  heat  is  alto- 
gether infupportable  to  perfons  neceflarily  expofed  to  it ;  we 
mean  EurQpeans }  for,  as  to  the  natives,  it  is  life  to  them; 
though,  when  it  comes  to  its  height,  even  they  be^n  to  re* 
lax>  grow  faint  and  ftckly  under  it,  are  fcarce  able  to  dr^ 
thcmfelves  along,  or  to  touch  the  earth  with  their  feet,  un- 
leis  defended  by  thick  fhoes.  Now  it  is  that  ardent  and  pa- 
trid  fevers  break  out  with  incredible  fury,  fweepiag  off  the 
Europfiojis  with  all  the  violence  and  rapidity  of  a;  peftilence, 
beginning  with  a  freezing  chilnefs,  which  changes  into  a 
brvning  intolerable  heat,  parched  tongue,  and  tenfe  fkiH, 
that  commonly  carrier  off  the  patient  on  the  third,  feventli, 

or 
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or  fourteenth  day,  tho'  generally  on  the  third;     If  they  fur- 
vrve  the  fourteenth  day,  they  almoft  always  recovery  unlefs 
they  have  been  gnilty  of  fome  uregulatity  in  the  regimen 
prefcrib^d  them.     La  Croix  obferves,  that,  in  both  fevers, 
bleeding  proves  fetal,  as  the  conftant  experience  of  jhe  Por- 
Sugne/e  forgeons  fticrws ;  yet  we  cannot  help  afcribing:  this  to 
their  ignorance  of  the  time  or  manner  of  performing  the  ope- 
ration, which  could  not  poiSbly  fail  of  mitigating  the  fym- 
ptoms,  were  the  pulfe  properly  nnderftood.    Another  extra- 
ordinary  part  of  their  praftice.coniifts,  not  only  in  permit- 
ting, but  encouraging,  the  patient  to  drink  large  draughts  of 
cold  water,  which,  Lz  Croix  affirms,  is  always  attended  with 
kappy  qonfequertces,  although  he  does  npt  condiefcend  td 
Specify  them,  or  in  what  manner  they  appear.    The  diferfe 
€aflcd  Sitios  de  Cas,  indigenous  to  many  pai-ts  of  AfritcC^  \i 
more  frequent  and  dangerous  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Thomas  thatt 
any-whereelfe;  for  which  the  onlyeureis  large  quantitieir 
«f  lemon-juice.    Venereal  difeafiss  are  alfo  common,  efpeci*- 
ally  that  fpecies  of  it  known  among  the  negroes  by  the  name 
of  TavjSy  which  they  have  now  the  method  of  curing  by 
mercurial  unfHons  and  falivatien ;  tho'  we  are  afTuned  by  a 
ttamfaer  of  authors,  that  certain  plants,  vrhich  all  the  Jjfri- 
can  countries  afford,,  known  only  to  the  negroes,  have  in^ 
them  the  mofl  fpecific  virtues  ^amft.this  uncleanly  diflem- 
per.    It  is  now  obfervable,  that,  fince  the  ufe  of  mercury  haa^ 
been  introduced  among  them,  more  die  of  the  yaws  than  be- 
ft?re;  fo  that  we  may  fairly  fay  of  the  European  pracJlice  ar 
St.  TThmas,  that  it  is  a  cure  vjorfe  ihin  the  dijeafe.     The  hSt 
difeafe  we  (hall  mention,  which  has  the  appearance  of  beings 
cndcmial  here,  is  the  dropfy,  to  which  almoflalmoft  all  mien, 
60  A  Portuguefe  and  negroes,,  arc  fubjeft ;  a  dtfeafc  this;  Which 
iftay  eafily  Be  explained  from  the  nature  of  the  climate.   We 
arc  told,  that  the  negroes  cure  it  in  a  few  d&ys^  by  mixingthe 
juice  of  a  certain  plant,  known  only  to  themfdves,  with  the^ 
oil  of  coco-nuts,,  which  they  rub  all  over  the  abdomen  and 
Jegs,  if  they  happen  to  fwelL    It  is  poffible,  indeed,  that  d^e 
virtue  of  the  medicine  may  be  chiefly  owing  to  the  deterfive^ 
quality  of  the  oil,  as  fome  experiments  madeby'Dr..^/it;^r^* 
rf  our  own  country,  feem  to  confirm^ 

W»EN  the  court  oi  Portugal  firft  thtwght  of  fettling  a: 
colony  in  this  ifland,  they  fent  a  number  of  perfons,  whom 
thev  fuppofed  capable  of  fo  important  a  truft ;  every  man  cfp 
which  died  in  a  fhort  time,  by  the  intemperance  of  the  cli- 
mate. Thofe  who  fucceeded  them  had  the,  precaution  to 
make  fome  ftay  inGuiney,  and  afterwards  at  Angola ;  thus,  by 
approaching;  gfaiUally,  to  render  the  effca^-of  the  change  left- 
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fuddea  and  fatal :  the  confequence  was,  that  they  fupported 
the  climate  of  St.  Thomas  without  any  great  diminution  pf 
their  number,  or  inconvenience  to  thofe  who  furvived.  We 
are  informed  likewife,  that  John  of  Portugal  fold  for  flaves 
all  thofe  Jews  who  refufed  to  embrace  Chrillianity  j  and 
that,  after  ordering  their  children  to  be  baptized,  they  were 
transported  thither,  from  whom  ard  defcended  the  prefent 
race  of  inhabitants,  who  are  a  kind  of  mixed  defcent  between 
the  fwarthinefs  and  atrabilious  temperament  of  the  Jews^ 
and  the  more  fanguine  plethoric  habit  and  jet-black  com- 
plexion of  the  negroes.  When  the  Dutch  admiral  Houta- 
bean  took  the  ifland  in  164 1,  he  loft  the  greater  part  of  his 
crew  in  a  very  fliort  time,  and  fell  himfelf  a  facrifice  to  the 
unwholfomenefs  of  the  climate  ;  by  which  moft  of  the  offi- 
cers were  carried  ofF.  In  a  word,  with  fuch  fury  did  almoft 
all  the  difeafes  of  the  place  rage  among  the  Dutch^  that,  in 
lefs  than  a  month,  fcarce  hands  enough  remained  of  the  crews 
of  four  (hips  to  work  one  back  to  Europe;  and  they  were 
forced  to  write  to  prince  Maurice^  then  in  the  Brazils^  to 
affift  them  with  failors,  fre(h  provisions,  and  wine.  The  dif- 
eafes that  made  the  greateft  havock  among  them  were  dyfen- 
terieSy  which  carried  them  off  in  a  week,  and  acute  pains  in 
the  head  terminating  in  deliriums,  that  deftroyed  life,  and 
inflamed  the  brain,  nay  mortified  it,  as  fome  writers  affirm, 
in  the  fpace  of  two  days.  The  former  they  attributed  to  the 
milk  of  the  coco-nuts,  of  which  the  failors  drank  to  excefs, 
and  the  latter  to  colds  catched  by  the  night-damps,  after  the 
cxceffive  heat  of  the  day ;  tho'  both  might,  perhaps,  be  ac- 
counted for  from  this  caufe. 

The  fame  mortality  feized  the  crew  of  admiral  AVr^(j^j  in 
the  year  1610,  who  loft  above  a  thoufand  men  by  the  epi-, 
demic  diforders  of  the  country  in  five  days.  Verdoes  him- 
felf, his  vice-admiral  Storm,  feventeen  captains  of  fhips,  all 
the  land-forces,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  failors,  died  like 
infefted  ftieep.  It  was  not  therefore  without  reafon,  that 
prince  Maurice  recommended  to  the  Dutch,  while  they  were 
in  pofleffion  of  this  ifland,  the  fame  policy  ufed  by.  the  court 
cA 'Portugal;  namely,  the  fending  none  but  condemned  cri-. 
minals  thither,  where  they  met  with  a  fate  no  lefs  certain  than 
if  they  had  been  puniftied  on  the  gibbet,. 

The  foil  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Thomas  is  clammy,  vifcous, 
clayey,  high-coloured,  frequently  coarfe,  and  mixed  with 
chalk.  It  does  not  eafily  crumble  into  duft,  on  account  of 
the  moifture  it  receives  from  the  heavy  dews  that  fall  at 
night,  which  at  the  fame  time  water  plants,  and  render  the 
foU  prolific.  The  excellency  and  fertility  of  the  'earth  ap- 
pears 
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pears  from  bence,  that  if  a  negro  leaves  a  plaatatioa  uncul* 
tivated  or  faltow  but  the  fliorteft  time,  trees,  plants,  and 
ihrubs,  fprout  forth  witli  amazing  vigour.  Thefe  they  con-^ 
vert  immediately  to  ufe,  by  burning  them  to  afties,  which 
proves  the'ftrongeft  and  beft  manure  for  fugar-canes.  This. 
plant  grows  in  all  the  rallies  to  a  prodigious  height,  but  is 
'  lefs  juicy,  and  produces  a  fmaUer  quantity  of  fpgar,  than- 
might  be  expefted,  eitiier  from  feme  natural  def^ft,  or  a  de-» 
fault  in  the  manner  of  fqueezing  the  cane,  which  is  different 
here  from  the  method  ufcd  in  the  Brazils  an4  Weft  India 
illands.  After  the  cane  is  planted  in  a  foil  manured  with  ve-. 
getable  afiiesi  it  arrives  at  maturity  in  lefs  than  five  months^ 
and  thofe  fet  about  the  end  of  January  are  ripe  for  cutting 
in  JunBy  thofe  in  February  m  July  ;  apd  thus  they  have  frefh 
crops  the  year  round.  As  foon  as  they  are  cut  down,  they 
fqueeze  them  in  water-mills,  or  mills  turned  round  by  ne- 
groes or  cattle,  which  the  Portuguefe  call  Ingenhis ;  the  fugar 
IS  boiled  and  formed  into  lumps,  no  more  oi  it  being  refined 
or  purified  than  is  wanted  forufe ;  and  the  fqueezed  canes 
are  given  to  the  hogs,  who  fatten  extremely  upon  this  diet, 
get  a  firm,  folid,  and  fweet  flefti,  and  are  often  cured  by  it 
in  their  moft  defperate  difeafes.  Formerly  feven  fhips  ufed 
to  be  freighted  in  the  fugar-trade,  four  for  Portugal y  two  for 
.  Madeira  and  the  Canaries^  and  one  for  England;  but  fince 
this  production  hath  been  brought  to  fuch  perfection  in  the 
American  colonies,  the  trade  of  Bt,  Thomas  is  fallen  low,  and 
perhaps  the  foil  may  be  impoveriflied  by  too  frequent  cuU. 
ture.  The  Portuguefe  have  omitted  nothing  to  render  their 
lugars  white  and  folid ;  they  have  had  refiners  and  boilers 
froni  every  nation  in  Europe ;  but  all  to  no  purppfe,  the  foil 
communicating  a  certain  flavour  and  fatnefs  that  js  ificapable. 
of  being  purged  oiF.  Perhaps  too,  fomething  may  be  owing 
to  themoifture  of  the  climate,  which  keeping. the  cane  from 
drying,  gives  a  particular  flavour  to  the  juice,  which  may 
grow  rancid  before  it  can  be  boiled  and  concofted.  This 
occafions  their  drying  them  over  a  flow  wood-fire,  whence 
likewife  the  quality  of  the  fluid  parts  may  be  affefted,  and 
acquire  that  vifcidity  and  fatnefs,  by  exhaling  a  proportion 
of  the  aqueous  part. 

This  ifland  vproduced  neither  fugar-canes  nor  ginger,  be- 
fore the  Portuguefe  planted  and  cultivated  them  with  great 
care  and  labour.  In  1645,  ^^^^  were  upwards  of  fifty- 
four  fugar-mills  in  conflant  employment,  each  of  them  fur- 
niftiing  yearly  about  fix  or  feven  hundred  loads  of  coarfe  fu- 
gar, or  rather  of  the  juice  unprepared ;  the  whole  being 
computed  by  Mandejloe^  tho*  we  have  reckoned  much  lefs,  at 

fortv 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


|i9  ^btH$wrf  4  the  Afrkan  TJknds.      B  JCVL 

forty  fliip-loads.  Probable  it  is,  indeed,  that  there  had 
formerly  been  a  greater  number  of  mills  than  in  La  Croix^% 
time,  fince  the  accotmt  of  the  Dutch  expedition  to  St,  Tho^ 
mas^  in  1610,  mentions  their  having  deftroyed  upwards  of 
iixty  orfcvcnty  ftgar-mirh. 

The  Pertuguefe  Imt  been  no  lefs  affiduous  in  bringing 
wheat  to  perfection,  which  they  imagjned  muft  flourifli  ex- 
tremely in  fo  rich  a  foil.  Experience,  however,  has  difap- 
pointed  th^  expeftation,  and  proved  the  climate  to  be  too 
ffioift,  and  tile  earth  too  vifcous,  for  bringing  that  precious 
vegetable  to  itf  full  perfeAion.  Nothing  can  be  more  beau« 
tiful  than  the  firft  appearance  of  a  crop,  which  fprings  up  to 
an  amazing  height  in  an  incredibly  fliort  time;  but  the  ears 
arc  obferved  never  to  fill  well,  or  produce  any  thing  equiva- 
lent to  the  trouble  of'  the  hufbandman.  Rice  and  millet 
flourifli  here,  and  perhaps  for  the  fame  caufes  that  obftruft 
the  maturity  of  wheat.  Vines  of  the  richeft  kind,  melons, 
cucumbers,  figs,  ginger,  all  forts  of  roots,  pulfe,  and  pot- 
berbs,  together  with  the  fruits  of  every  denominafion  of  the 
warmer  climates,  are  reared  in  the  utmoft  perfeftioa  with 
Kttle  labour  or  expence*  From  their  vines  they  make  excel- 
lent wine,  but  in  a  fmall  quantity;  their  attention' to  the 
fugar-trade  diverting  them  from  improving  their  vine}^ards  to 
all  the  advantage  of  which  they  are  capable.  In  a  word,  the 
experiments  they  have  made  abundantly  prove  the  fallacy  of 
that  maxim  which  prevailed  among  naturalifts,  that  vine^ 
could  not  be  raifed  to  any  perfeftion  in  the  torrid  or  frigid 
^ones,  or  even  in  countries  more  moderate  than  either  of 
thefe  extremes. 

The  fcarcity  of  wheat  obliges  the  inhabitants  to  ufc  rice, 
millet,  and  roots,  and  chiefly  the  laft,  for  bread.  Yam^,  irt 
particular,  are  found  congenial  to  the  negroes,  and'  pr'ov^  to 
them  a  moft  Arficious  aild  wholfome  diet.  They  have  it'  hief^ 
of  four  difFerent  kinds,  which  they  diftinguifliby  tHe'name^ 
of  Benin,  Maniconga,  AcheteviyTiVL&Safvanec^  intimating  thef 
places  from  whence  they  wei^  tranfplanted.  The  two  firtf 
are  the  fweeteft,  if  eat  frefti ;'  but  the  latter  laep  the  befV. 
They  havealfo  a  root  tliey  call  MaMchom,  which  ijiey  make 
into  bread ;  but  the  natives  are  not  fond  of  i^,  and  e^^port  \i 
chiefly  to  Angolay  where  it  is  in  high  eftimatibn.  This  itoot 
is  much  ufcd  in"  Brazil^  where  it'  ttever  arrives  to  the  fattie* 
perfeftion  or  fize  as  atf  St.  Thomas ;  and  has  particularly  this 
cfTential  difference',  that  there  thfey  prefs  it  undef  a  great* 
weight  before  it  is  ufed,  in  order  to  exprefs  a  thin  juice  and^ 
moifture,  faid  to  be  of  a  malignant  and  poifonous 'quality. 
Without  this  previous  operation,  it  produces  violent  V  ■)mit- ' 
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lags,  4^Qd  all  the  fymptoms  of  a  true  poifou.  Here  is  a  fpe- 
cies  of  bean  they  call  Jojoos,  and  a  fruit  to  which  they  give 
the  name  of  Pejigos,  having  this  peculiarity,  that  it  grows 
immediately  out  of  the  trunk  to  which  it  adheres,  like  round 
vials,  or.  large  globdlei  of  water,  which  it  refembles  in  tranf- 
parency,  while  the  leaves  hang  like  fruit  from  the  extremities 
of  the  twigs  and  branches.  The  fruit  inclofes  a  fmallflone^' 
ajid  eats  delicioufly,  if  it  has  beed  feparated  from  a  thin  rind 
^hat  envelopes  it.  Here  alfo  is  i  fruit  called  Colay  the  pr6- 
dudioa  of  a  tree  of  an  extraordinary  fize.  The;^  fruit  is  ia- 
clofed  in  a  hard  (hell,  divided  into  feparate  parts  .by  thin  par- 
titions of  ,the  rind^  efteemed  pleafant  and  wholfome,  and  eat 
by  the  negroes  raw,  and  by  the  Europeans  roailed,  in  the  man* 
ner  of  cheftnutSr  It  has  a  kind  of  agreeable  bitternefs,  that 
adds  a  pungency  to  the  tafle,  but  is  changed  into  fweet  by* 
drinking  a  glafs  of  water*  A  great  trade  is  carried  on  by  the 
negroes  in  this  fruit,  which  they  export  to  all  the  neigh- 
bouring coafts  of  the  continent.  They  alfo  trade  largely  in 
balm-wine  and  oil;  but  their  chief  trade  confifts  in  cotton, 
rrom  whence  arifes  a  very  confiderable  revenue  to  the  PortU" 
guefe.  In  the  ifland  fome  pai't  of  it  is  manufafturcd  into 
blue  and  white,  or  red  and  white,  flriped  cloth,  for  the  ufe' 
of  the  natives,  and  alfo  for  exportation  to  Angola^  Loango, 
Congo^  and  Benin.  Here  alfo  is  found  the  cabbage-trbe, 
called  Abellatne  by  the  iflanders,  which  grows  to  a  prodigious 
height  in  the  fpace  of  one  year. 

The  ifland  of  St.  Thomas  is  well- watered  with  frefh  rivers 
and  rivulets,  of  a  deaf,  light,  wholfome  water,  that  greatly 
fertilize  the  foil^  fays  La  Croix ;  tho*  We,  are  inclined  to  be- 
lieve that  the  length  of  the  rainy  and  foggy  feafons,  together 
with  the  heavy  dews  which  fall  the  reft  of  the  year,  would 
aiTord  fufficient  moiftore^  perhaps  too  much,  to  the  earth, 
without  tbe  addition  of  fountains,  fprings,  rivulets,  and  ri-* 
vers;  many  of  which,  after  innumerable  windings  and 
branchings,  difcharge  tbemfelves  iato  the  fea.  In  the  center 
it  hai^  a  high  mountain,  covered  with  wood  and  fruit-trees, 
the  top  always  crowned  with  fnow,  in  fuch  quantities  that  it 
^orms  a  number  of  rivulets,  which  water  the  fugar-cane 
plantations  in  the  vallies  at  the  bottom  of  the  mountain.  It 
abooods  with  a  variety  of  ammab  tame  and  wild,  as  hogs, 
black  cattle,  flieep,  goats,  and  a  fmali  Xpecies  of  little,  r^i^ 
Qt  Ugh'Ccdpurcd  bay-horfe,  gtefe,  Cuituy  hens,  ducks,  turtle 
^ves»  barn  fowls,  thrufhes^  partrid^s,  ftarlings,  fea  gulls, 
paroquets,  with  an  infinity  of  the  fqathered  kind,  fome  valu- 
able tor  ^SoiAx  plumage,  fome  for  their  fle(h,  and  others  for 
their  voices  and  the  mdody  of  their  fong.    In  the  furroimd- 
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ing  fea  are  found  incredible  variety  oF  fifh,  from  the  wEale. 
down  to  the  fmalleft  fi(h  that  fwims  ;  nor  are  the  rivers  lefs 
plentifully  flocked.  In  a  word,  this  ifland  migh|:  equal  any 
fpot  on  the  globe,  did  the  temperature  of  the  climate  corre- 
ipond  in  any  meafure  to  the  abundance  of  its  fruits,  plants, 
and  animals,  as  well  as  the  direrfity  and  beauty  of.  the  land- 
fchape. 

\  Pavaoasan,  or  Pavaojie^  the  capital,  Is' divided  into  four 
parts,  by  two  rivers  that  interfeft  each  other  in  the  very  center 
of  the  town.  .  It  (lands  on  the  middle  of  the  gulph,  in  a 
plain  on  the  north  fide  of  the  ifland ;  It  is  of  an  oval  fofm, 
and  about  half  a  league  in  compafs,  containing  within  this 
Ipace  about  five  hundred  houfes,  each  onfe  ftorey  high  ;  the 
method  of  building  in  all  the  warmer  climates.  Towards 
the  Tea  it  is  fortified  by  flone  ramparts,  Which  the  Por- 
iugtiefe  governor  erefted  in  thte  year  1607,  by  publishing 
an  edi^,  that  evfsry  perfon  who  entered  the  town  fhould 
tiring  with  him  a  Hone,  to  contribute  to  the  defence  and  fe- 
curity  of  the  place.  All  the  houfes  are  built  of  a  durable 
white  timber,  as  hard  as  oak,  and  the  growth  of  the  ifland^ 
except  the  governor's,  and  two  other  houfes  belonging  to  the 
Portuguefe^  w^hich  are  built  of  (lone.  Here  are  three  churches; 
the  largefl,  called  Conception,  in  honour  of  the  Virgin  Mary^  is 
d  ftately  building,  that  pafles  for  a  cathedral ;  the  fecond  is 
^t,  Santa  IzahcUay  to  which  adjoins  an  hofpital ;  and  the 
third,  which  is  no  more  than  a  chapel  belonging  to  the  caftle, 
i^  called  5/.  Sebajlian.  There  are  feveral  other  places  of 
Vorfhip  without  the  walls  of  lefs  note  ;  fuch  as  St.  Antonio^ 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  town,  the  Matre  Dios,  abput  a 
league  to  the  fouth-eafl,  the  Ifoly  Trinity ,  two  leagues  to. 
tlie  eaftward,  and  St,  Jn?i's  church,  about  the  fame  diflance 
to  the  fcJuth-ead. 

The  caflle,  or  citadel,  bfSf.  Sehaftiany  Compofed  of  four 
falicnt  badions,  (lands  upon  a  point  of' land  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  town  and  gulph.  It  is  neatly  built  with  free- 
flone^  hard  as  flint,  the  walls  25  feet  high,  and  fo  thick  and 
llrong,  that  it  may  be  deemed  impregtiable  on  that  fide,  ^pro- 
vided the  garifon  confifts  at  Icaft  of  an  hundred  men,-  .with 
ammunition,  (lores,  and  eVery  thing  neceflaiy  for  an  obflinatc 
defence.  '  ,        ' 

*   The  Inhabitants  are  of  two  forts,  the  outlawed  and  ba- 
nifli'ed  Portuguejey  who  inhabited  it  on  its  difcovery,  whofe 
^  .      defcendants  ftill  preferve  their  fair  complexion,  with  no  very 

confiderable  alteration ;  and  the'  negroes,  retained  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Europeans,  and  fuch  as  chufe  to  refide  here  from 
Angola,     The  former  ^re  didinguUh^d  from  the  Partuguefe, 
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who  go  thither  to  trade,  to  accept  of  ports,  and  to  ralfe  their 
fortunes.  They  are,  however,  allowed  the  honour  of  calling 
themfelves  Portuguefe,  tho'  they  and  their  anceftors,  for  a 
feries  of  ages,  have  been  born  in  the  ifland.  Perhaps,  in- 
deed, another  diftinftion  ought  to  be  made  of  that  mixed  . 
progeny,  the  fruits  of  the  embraces  of  a  negro  and  a  Vhitc 
pcrfon,  who  are  in  faft  triiemulattoes.  It  is  cuftomaty,  be- 
sides, to  import  about  five  thoufand  young  negroes  from 
LovandoSt.  Paolo,  to  be  trained  in  the  art  of  planting  fugar* 
canes,  and  all  the  various  operations  of  this  manufafture, . 
who  afterwards  are  fent  or  fold  to  the  ffe/i  Indiacolomcs;  at 
leaft  this  was  formerly  cuftomary,  and  no  late  author  mentions 
its  'being  abolifhed.  ,        •    •   * . 

The  Portugueje  inhabitants  drefs  in  the  m«iner  of  their  ' 

mother-country,  and  many  of  the  negroes,  and  their  children, 
imitate  them,  where  their  circumftances  will  permit  it ;  but  ' 
the  flaves,  as  well  male  as  female,  go  naked,  except  an  apron 
of  palm-leaves,  or  a  bit  of  cloth,  which  their  matters  oblige 
them  to  wear  out  of  decency. 

As  for  the  common  diet  of  the  country,  it  confifts  chiefly 
of  bread  made  of  potatoes,  yams,  and  other  roots,  we  mean 
with  refpeft  to  the  negroes,  and  palm-wine,  mixed  with 
,water,  or  fimple  water  only,  and  fometimes  goats  milll.  la 
the  hot  feafons,  five  or  fix  families  agree  to  cat  together,  in 
caverns  under-ground,  to  avoid  the  fcorching  fun-beams, 
whither  qach  carries  his  provifion,  which  he  has  drefled  at 
home.  This  method  is  likewife  cuftomary  among  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  but  at  different  feafons  of  the  year. 

The  trade  of  the  ifland  confifts  in  fugar,  of  which  they 
Export  in  the  lump  about  an  hundred  Arabs,  by  fome  writers 
called  Aiiropes,  yearly ;  each  Arob  weighing  thirty  -  two 
pounds ;  that  which  is  fent  into  Europe  being  wrapt  up  in 
leaves.  La  Croix  calls  this  black  fugar,  probably  meaning 
that  made* up  in  rolls.  '  The  carriage  froni  the  interior  parts 
of  the  ifland  is  down  the  river  in  canoes,  or  in  fledges  or 
carts  drawn  by  oxen ;  which  laft  method  greatly  raifes  the  ' 
price  of  the  fugar ;  and  indeed  that  trade  is  of  late  years 
biuch  diminiflied.  Their  cotton. and  fluffs,  manufaftured 
in  the  ifland,  conftitute  the  next  material  articles  of  thcPorfur 
^uefe  trade  at  St,  Thomas,  together  with  the  ivmiColdy  of 
which  we  have  fpoken.  The  exports  made  from  Portugal, 
and  formerly  from  Holland^  are  Flemijb,  Roan,  and  other 
cloths,  threads  of  all  colours,  ferges,  cambists  of  Liege,  ferge 
ie  Nimes,  hatchets,  faws,  iron  bars,  fait,  copper  and  brafs 
Otenfils,  with  a  variety  of  hard -ware  and  mechanical  inftru-    , 
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mentSy  together  with  Canary  wioe,  olives;  raffins,   Li/hm 
wine,  flour,  beer,  and  fuch  like  articles. 

As  to  the  revenue  which  tlie  crown  raiies  from  this  trade* 
it  is  inconiiderable^  the  duties  upon  imports  and  exports  be« 
ing  extremely  low,  in  order  to  encourage  the  trade  (o  rifibly 
upon  the  decline,  and  particularl  j  tlie  exportation  of  faoiiie- 
OKinufaftures*  What  is  chiefly  collefted  is  in  the  ifiand,.  and 
pcud  into  die  hands  of  the  Portugue/e  governor.  This  arifes 
from  a  flight  duty  upon  fiihlng,  planting,  and  all  manu^- 
turedy  which,  by  being  l^id  on  gradually,  from  the  raeaneft 
arttfan  or  hujn>andman  to  the  merchant,  is  thongKt  lo  fall 
eafier  by  pafTing  through  fo  many  hands,  than  if  the  whole 
duty  was  exaAed  at  the  port  or  warehoufe  on  fhippii^.  or 
•  nnfhipping  goods.  Upon  fifli  a  tax  is  laid  in  the  followisft 
manner,  for  the  fupport  of  the  infular  government :  thofe 
who  flfti  with  nets  on  therea-flu>repay  a  tribute  of  every  fifth 
fifli  they  catch;  and  thofe  who  are  fo  rich  as  to  keep  canoes,! 
pay  three  Sols  weekly  for  their  privilege;  and  in  the  fame 
nifnn^r  are  the  manufaAures  and  mechanic  arts  taxed. 

All  the  inhabitants,  except  a  few  negroes  and  ilaives,  are 
of  the  i?om<!in  catholic  relij^on,  but  full  of  bigotry,  {up^&- 
tion,  and  ignorance*  The  ecclefiaftical  government  is  in  the 
hands  of  a  biftiop,  wiio  refides  in  the  capital,  has  his  fee. 
there,  chough  his  jurifdi£^ion  extends  over  the  whole  ifland^ 
and  i&  a  luflragan  of  the  archbifboprick  of  Uftxm. 

The  ifland  of  St.  Thomas  is  the  unalienable  property  o£ 
the  crown^  governed  by  a  viceroy  or  governor  appointed  by- 
iStft  kidg,  who  is  obliged  to  refide  at  Pavoafariy  with  his  Cor^ 
regidoTy  who  takes  cognizance,  under  the  governor,  of  all 
civil,  and,  under  the  bifhop,  of  all  ecclefiailical  crimes.  La 
Croix  affirms,  that  all  differences  between  the  townfmen  and 
the  peafants,  or  inhabitants  of  the  country,  come  in  th^ 
£rft  inftance  before  the  governor,  but  have  an  appeal,  in  the 
dernUri  reforty  to  the  government  of  Lovando  Santa  Pat^  : 
tho'  we  are  aflured,  upon  good  authority,  that  they  are  firfl 
tried  brfore  the  Carregidor^  the  parties  appealing  in  the  laft 
inftance  to  the  decifion  of  the  governor.  The  inhabii^ts 
are  obliged  to  keep  guard  upon  the  governor's  houfe,  the  ci- 
tadel, and  the  ramparts  >  alfo  to  repair  the  governor's  houfe 
at  their  own  expence,  to  keep  in  good  condition  all  the 
bridges  over  the  rivers,  for  faciHtating  trade  and  travelling. 
This  is  a  cjtiarge  that  falls  extremely  heavy,  as  the  rainy  fea- 
fons  make  continual  devaftations,  and  occafion  the  neceflity 
of  their  being  almoft  intircly  rebuilt  every  year.  Henee  wc 
fee  at  bow  fmall  an  expence  to  the  public  this  colony  is  kept, 
the  only  one  indeed  being  the  governor's  appointment,  which 
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s  paid  out  of  the  royal  treafqry  at  Lifhon^  but  much  lefs  than 
lie  revenue  produced  by  the  trade;^  beiides  the  advantage 
;q  the  nation  from  theconfvmption  of  iv&  pianufaftur^. 
.  While  a  treaty  between  the  court  of  Lisbon  and  theStatea 
^i^neral  was  on  foot^  refpefting  this  ifland  aiftd  fame  oiher 
ircumflaoces  of  commercial  interell,  ^.  Thomas  was  .takeo^ 
^  we  have  mentioned,  by  admiral  Jcl^  who  (ailed  ^itb  ^a 
quadron  from  the  Brazils  in  1641.     Joi  landed  iis  mea 
ibout  two  miles  from  the  town,  at  a  iugar-miU  nearjSjir. 
fcff^s,  where  he  pafledtfee  night  un^kr  arms,  ordering  ihe 
l^ps  to  draw  up  in  the  morning  under  the  cannon  of  ld;ke 
itadd, but  widiout iimg  a  fhot,  unlefe  the ^iismy  fiift £Dm-    . 
nenc^d  hoitilities.    in  the  mean  time,  the  ^nd«€oree6ihfigttn 
bdr  march  towards  the  town,  unprovided  mdnesenir  fixing     • 
leceflary  to  its  defence,  and  the  citadel  mDi8|«i»d«OQly  iishh 
ix|>ieces  of  large  xrannon  and  fome  fmatl  ordnanq^    After 
aaking  themfelvcs  matters  of  the.  out-works,  they  ^ve  the 
llaplt  to  the  dtadel,  and  were  iMifldy coceiwd  and  A^mt 
bwnfrom  the  walls,  ^y  cutting  their i^^ng^laddens,  "m^I^ 
oiifickrablc  lofs.    Tliey,  hoxvever,  entered  the'toMinqvtfik- 
idtiioiit  reHftance,  whidi  they  foimd  d€flitute  of  proyifioQ3> 
he  principal  citizens,  and  cf  a  ^mgle  man  ta  arms,   ^ilere; 
hgj  begnn  jegtilar  approaches,  againft  the  cimdel,  sri^ch  was 
bon  forced  to  capitulate,  notwiiJiftanding  the  i^li  asuljcatt- 
a^e  of  the  gfovcmor  -and  his  (lender  garffon,  but  jupon  to- 
lourablc  terms,  the  Dutch  permitting  •t^^em  <to  march  dout 
^th  their  arms  and  baggage,  engaging  to  traufport  them  tp. 
luFtfffe^  and  fign;ng  favourable  conditions  for 't^ie  ;oegn>in^ 
abitants,  and  Fortuguefe  long  eftabiyhed  in  the  iila^d  .<A), 
Ko/  becoming  mailer  of  the  citadel  and  town,  4id  not  rigidly    * 
cAbere  to  the  articles  of  capituMon ;  ^r  he  affemhlod  the 
obabitants,  and  cathorted  them^o  pay 'him  in  a  fartoighi:  a 
ontribudon  for  the  Security  pf-thcirpriviiege$,  property,  and 
Bgar-milH,  which  he  threatened  o^hcrwife  "K)  demolifti,  tho' 
le  pnetended  the  Ikiftefl:  regard  to  juffice  and  equity.     Twa 
t  the  diief  mprdiants  agre^  to  pay  rhim  a  confideiiablefum, 
nd  two  thotrfand  Arabs  of  fugar,  for.  t-hc  pwfervatioa  of 
bdr  mills  and  plaotattoBS,  the  privileges  ^f  tkdr  rdigion 

.(A)  Here  fte  Dutch  found  tion,  i>ut  hardly  lobiMence  for 
hirty-fix  pieceiB  of  large  can^  aweek ;  4o  negligent  had  the 
ion,  £x  oiily  ^  w^ich  «rere  xtQi»t  cif  Zi£^<w  Jwen  of  tfa^  fe- 
QOunted  upon  carriages,  and  canty  of  this  important  co- 
it  for  nfe,  and  fomeammani^  iony  ^. 

£  c  3  and 
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^nd  antlent  cuftoms,  and  the  proteA'ioa  of  the  government; 
but  the  majority  petitioned  for  paffports  to  leave  the  ifland, 
which  he  accordingly  granted.  We  have  taken  notice  that 
this  ifland  had  before  been  taken  in  1610,  by  the  Dutch ^  and 
the  city  and  citadel  r^fed  to  the  ground,  becaufe  the  inhabit- 
ants refufed,  or  were  unable,  to  pay  a  contribution  of  two 
thoufand  ducats  impofed  by  the  Dutch  admiral  Vfrdoes.  The 
Portuguefe^  however,  had  their  revenge,  by  the  epidemic  di- 
ftemper  that  foon  fwept  off  fuch  numbers  of  the  conquerors, 
and  obliged  them  to  relinquifh  th^  ifland  ', 
IJlaniof  At  a  fliort  diftance  north-w^ft  of  St,  Thcmias  ftands  the 
Cara-  ifland  of  Caracomhi  fituated  about  1 5  minutes  north  of  the 
combo,  line,  a  little  above  the  mouth  of  the  riv^r  Ghbon.  It  pro- 
duces a  variety  of  fruits  and  plants  unknown  in  Europe,  aod 
fome  peculiar  to  itfelf,  befides  birds  and  other  animals.  It 
is  no  uncommon  thing  to  find  ^n  hundred  nefts  of  bird^  float- 
ing in  the  water  upon  one  branch  of  a  tree,  or  fupported 
upon  a  flender  twig ;  an  admirable  contrivance,  pointed  out 
by  inftinA  againft  the  attacks  of  ferpepts  and  lizards,  as  we 
are  aflured  by  that  accurate  obferver  Linfchoten.  The  ifland 
is  inhabited,  and  by  a  rac^  of  the  moft  abandoned,  profli- 
gate, and  lewd  \vret(:hes,  at  leafl:  as  to  the  women,  upon  the 
Mce  of  the  globp.  They  make  nothing  of  proftituting  their 
^  bodies  to  whoever  CQme^  in  their  way,  and  in  the  mofl:  public 

manner  in  the  open  air.  The  other  particulars  related  of 
thofe  iflanders  favour  fp  much  of  fiftion,  that  the  reader  vpH 
not  be  difpleafcd  if  we  refer  him  to  La  Croix  and  Davity  for 
a  more  minute  account  ^.  Sufficient  it  is  that  they  make  th^ 
bodies  no  lefs  deformed  fha^  their  minds,  and  are  mpnilers, 
who  refemble  hnmar^ity  in  nothing  but  their  fpeafeing  articu- 
lately, and  in  walking  ereft  upon  two  legs.  - 
Prinpe^  Princes  I/land^  called  by  the  Portuguefe  Ilha  del^Prin- 
|fl^nd.  cipCy  becauife  und^r  th^  conduit;  of  a  prince  of  that  nation 
it  was  firft  difcovered,  qr,  agcording  to  Davity,  htozyikix  is 
annexed  to  the  crown,  and  a  revenue  drawn  from  it,  is  fitp- 
ated  in  the  fecond  degree  of  north  latitude,  thirty-^igbt  miles 
«  from  the  cqntinept,  and  about  twen|y-four  miles  to  the  north- 
ward of  St,  Thomas,  fays  La  Croix.  This,  however,  appears 
to  be  a  miftak^,  a$  fsither  the  diflance  muft  be  neceflarily ' 
greater,  or.  the  latitude  he  fuppofes  erroneous,  as  St,  Thp' 
pias,  it  is  agreed  by  all  geographer^  lies  immediately  under  the 

t  Sanut.  l.yii.  LiNspHOT.  c.iii.  Thevet,  l*iii-  Cardah. 
^n  Hifpan.  p.  97.  O/^vity,  t.  y.  p.  629,  &  feq.  La  Crojx,  t.iv. 
j).4.  ^.  vi.  §,  6.  '  '  >  Sanut.  1.  vii.  LmscHOT.defcrip.  Guiii. 
^.ii.  Davit Y,  t,  v.  p.  642.  La  Crqix,  t.  iv.  p.  j[94. 
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equinoftial.     The  diftance  indeed  between  thefe  two  iflands 
is  about  forty  niiles  in  the  beft  maps  we  have  confulted  ;  fo 
the  latitude  will  be  about  fifty  mmutes  north,  allowing  foi- 
that  part  of  St.  Thomas  which  lies  on  this  fide  the  line.     Al- 
though the  intervening  fpace  be  fo  fmall,  yet  no  places  cau 
differ  more  widely  in  the  nature  and  temperature  of  the  cli- 
'mate,  it  being  here  no  lefs  healthy,  tho'  hot,  ihap  it  is  de^ 
•ftruftively  malignant  at  the  ifland  of  Saint  Thomas.     The 
face  of  the  country  is  wholly  covered  with  the  fineft  oranges^ 
lemons,  bananas,  coco-nuts,  fugar-canes,  ^nd  other  fruits  and 
jplants  of  the  warmer  climates ;  beiides  a  particular  fpecies  of 
tree,  '  the  trunk  whereof  frequently  meafures  twenty-four 
yards  in  circumference ;  but  no  writer  mentions  the  name,  or 
gives  any  defcription,  of  it.     They  have  alfo  palms,  of  which 
the  natives  make  wine;  vines,  but  In  no  great  quantity ;  cotr 
•  ton, which  women  manufafture  into  pretty  cloths ;  and  Man- 
itihoca,  that  ferves  the  natives  for  bread ;  befides  black  cattle^ 
hogs,  fheep,  rabbets,   and  fifti  both  in  the  fea  and  river^. 
*We  are  told  by  the  Dtitch  \oyzgcrs^  that  the  natives,  whoni 
they  found  there,  went  .intirely  naked,  except  the  chief  and 
his  women.  *  He  wore  a  cotton  robe,  and  trowzers  of  the 
fame  fluff,  and  the  women  a  kind  of  apron  faftened  round  the 
"walft  by  a  girdle,  and  hanging  down  to  the  knee.     In  their 
"hands  -they  held  a  crooked  fpear,  like  the  defendants  of  the 
Jmazons^  a  crown  of  flowers  upon  their  heads,  and  a  crofe 
hanging  uppn  their  breafls,  intimating  their  religious  belief.       • 
The  king,  or  chief,  never  appeared  without  a  little  fhield  on 
his  left  arm,  and  with  a  fword,  dart,  or  pike  in  his  right  hanc{,  • 
while  the  common  people,    probably  the  king's  guards,  ap- 
peared conftantiy  with  a  long  dart  in  their  hands,  or  upon 
their  (houlders.     All  the  inhabitants  they  found  ^there  were 
Portuguefe  or  mulattoes,  all  of  them  acknowleging  the  fove- 
reignty  of  his  Portuguefe  majefly,  although  they  had  likewife 
their  own  chief.     The   Portuguefe  bore   no  proportion  in 
number  to  the  mulattoes  or  negroes,  and  did  not  exceed  40'br 
50 ;  whereas  the  others,  befides  flaves,  amotmted  at  leaft  to 
3000,  men,  women,  and  children,  and  flaves  almoft  to  an 
equal  nuniber ;  all  of  whom  were  employed  in  the  planta- 
tions and  fugar-,mills,  in  cultivating  rice,  millet,  and  feveral 
other  produftions  neceffary  to  life,  or  ufeful  in  commerce.   It 
is  probable  that  the  Chrifliaft  religion  has  been  firft  brought 
hither  by  tli^Pgriuguefp  *,    . 

«  Navig,  HolUnd,   159J,  1599.    Sanut.  ibid.   JLa  Croix, 
p.  6^6,  -  •  .  . 

£  6  4  I^ 
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Pernando      In  the  gulph  of  Benin  are  five  iflands  ranged  in  a  Jiot  €rom 
Poo's        fouth  to  north ;  viz.  the  ifland^  of"  Jnnobcrr^ .  Saint  Thomaf^ 
^^^^^^      Caracomboy  and  the  iflands  of  Prince  and  Fernando  Pco  *  this 
laft  forming  the  northern  extreme  of  the  chain,.  It  was  difeo- 
vered  by  the  famous  Fernando  Lope^^  and  for  a  while  called 
'llhas  das  FonmfaSy  a  name  which  was  afterv/ards  loft  in  th^t 
pi  Fernando  Poo.  .  It  lies  in  nine  degrees  ^hirty  minutes  lKH*th 
latitude,  between  the  high  country  of  Ambofes  and  the*  river 
Camcrone^  about  four  leagues  and  a  half  froi^  the  coodaeflt^ 
the' intervening  gut  being  fafe  and  navigable.    In  extent  it  is 
more  confiderabie  than  St.  Thomas^  but  greatly  inferior  in 
Doint  of  fertility,  altho*  it  likcwife  produces  rice,  millet,  to» 
.pacco,  fruits,  and  the  fugar-cane.    The  natives  are  perfeft 
lavages,  fierce,  treacherous,  and  lohofpitable,  govettied  by 
feven  different  princes,  who  wafle  the  blood  of  their  fubjeSs 
in  perpetual  dvil  wars.     Neither  the  Portuguefe^  Dutch ^  or 
any  other  ^ro^ean  nation,  have  been  able  to  enter  upon  trade 
with  them,  or  hardly  permitted  to  water  upon  the  coaft,  and 
never  without  a  Arong  guard  of  the  i^atives  upon  them  ;  fo 
jealous  are  they  of  their  liberty  '*. 
Cape  We  come  now  to  the  Cafe  Verd  Iflanfkf  (o  called  from 

Vcrd        .their  proximity  to  the  cape  of  that  nam«  on  the  conti- 
Iflands.     nent  of  jifrica^  to  which  they  are  direclly  oppofite.  The 
Pcrtuguefe  call  thpm   Ilhas  Verdas,  or   the  Green  IJlandiy 
*  'bccaufe  the  furrounding  fca  is  deeply  tinged  with  that  co- 

lour, or  rather  filled  with  a  weed  of  an  exquifite  fine  green, 
and  lying  fo  thick  tha(  ihips  are  fcarce  able  to  make  their 
way  through.  Others,  and  particularly  the  French  writers, 
lave  called  them  the  Salt  Iflands^  from  the  quantity  of  fait 
made  in  them,  and  tranfported  to  all  parts  of  the  continent 
xd  Africa  \  b.ut  the  general  name  by  which  they  are  known 
to  all  Europe^  is  Cape  Ferd,  It  is  the  opinion  of  fome  writ- 
ers, that  the  Cape  de  Verd  IJtands  are  the  fame  as  Mela  has 
'defcribed  under  the  name  of  Corgones^  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean , 
and  Pliny  by  that  of  Corgades^  the  refidence  of  the  three 
daughters  of  PborcuSy  known  by  the  fabulous  names  of  Me* 
dufa^  Sthenio,  and  Euryale  *.  Others  again  believe  them  to 
be  the  Hejperides  of  Ptolemy ^  iituated  near  the  cape  or  pro- 
montory of  that  name;  tho'  moft  probable  it  is  that  they 
were  utterly  unknown  before  the  Portiiguefe  paved  the  way 
.  for  difcoverics  of  new  worlds  '• 

^  Sanut.  l.vii.  Davity,  t.v.  ^,64.2,    La  Croix,  P.62S, 
«  LAMARTiiiiERE,ibid.  5  La  Crqix,  t.  iv.p,  631. 

Davity,  t.  v.  p.  625. 

They 
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They  ajrc  fituate  oppofite  to  Capgde  Ffrdp  or  rather  bp- 
iwcen  it  and  Capf  Blanco,  ajiout  forty-nvo  leagues  from  the 
continent,  and  ftretching  into  the  fea,  till  the  farAeftis  70 
le^ues  from  fliore.  In  general,  they  lie  between  1 3  degrees 
'50  minutes  and  1 7  degrees  40  minutes  north  latitude;,  ai4 
between  the  22d  an^  25th  degrees  of  longitude  weft  fironj 
London  (B),  With  refpeit  to  their  number,  there  is  no 
agreement  among  writers  or  voyagers,  fome  rcckofting  12, 
fome  1 1 ,  and  others  no  more  than  nine,  prhaps  becaufe  fom^ 
take  into  thdr  account  iflands  which  others  think  too  incoaT 
fidemble  to  be  mentioned ;  or  poffibly  two  iflands  which  lif 
ib  contiguous  as  to  be  feparated  only  by  a  foall  ^1^  ma/ 
have  been  defcribed  as  one.  The  names  of  the  ten  agreed 
upon  areas  folbw;  viz.  Bha  delSal^  Jlha  Buena-v^Ht  Ilba 
Mayo,  Hha  de  Sajit  Jago,  Ma  del  Fogo^  Ilha  del  Bracca,  Hi^  '  " 
iiel  Sant  Nicholas,  Ilba  4el  Sant  Jjucia,  Ma  del  Sant  Fincmt^ 
Ma  del  Sant  jfntonio,  befides  others  of  leTs  note«  to  wJUcb 
no  jiames  have  been  alSgned  (C). 

I-z*  is  affirmed,  that  thefe  iflands,  if  not  abfolutdy  difcor 
Vcrcd  fbr  the  firft  time,  were  at  leaft  unknown  to  the  wor 
derns  till  the  year  i44o>  "when  Jntonio  NolS,  ^Ccnoefi^  fdl 
In  with  them.  According  lojurin^^  ih^Portugiis/ivrevctbe 
firft  difcoverers,  about  fix  years  after  this  period  * ;  and  &- 
nutui  aflerts,  that  the  honour  is  due  to  iVenetian,  of  the  fa* 
mily  of  CadampJlo\  fent  by  the  prince  oiPorti^gal  upon  Uie 
4ifcovcry  of  unknown  countries. 

At  prefent  they  are  almoft  all  well-peopled^  thp'  in  fomc 
the  climate  is  extremely  unhealtby»  but  in  genei::al  wholfomc^ 
pure,  and  ferene  (D).  They  were  peopled  originally  by  Euro- 

peons, 

t  JuRiR,  e. ^-  *  T«|JV»T,  Cofi».  1.  iti.  Lin.  p.  695. 

FYftARD*!.  i.  JaURIC.  Lv.  C.44.    HSRftftJl^,  C.  Vb  *  MaVa 

flfft.  Vcoet.  i  V.  pAiiDo^o«4-  vii.  c.  3. 

(B)  St,  AnthoM  IP^nd  is  the  (C)  Z)w/(y  indeed  alleges, 

moft   northward,    Br  ova   the  that  no  particular  iilaitd  \%  c^U* 

foathermoft;  to  the  weft  lies  ed  by  the  x^zx^t  ^i  Salt  IJtand % 

,  ^t.  Ltteta^  and  to  the  eat  Buenm  foot  that  this  is  a  term  appU- 

Vijlu,    Tliis,  ac  kail,  i»  the  cable  to  Bum  .•nfljla.  Mayo,  and 

mai^iier  in  whkhtbey  are  placed  St.  Jaia,  Oa  aecoiint  of  tikir 

in  all  modern  maps,  as  well  as  producing  a  greater  abundance 

ill  the  writiogf  ofMm^ra,.  S^  ^  thit  comniodicy  than  any  of 

nutM*  Davttyf   LinfsbQten,  La  tke others^. 

.   jCr^Vr.and  ail  the  authors  which  (D)  The  oadeonal  difea&s 

the  reader  will  fi«d  cited  in  the  in  there  iflands*  in  general,  ate 

margin .  ardent  fevers,  fluxes,  and  dyfen- 

*  VfL  ▼•  /.  625,  aifnt 

8*  leries, 
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feanSy  fome  fily  by  criminals  banifhed  out  of  Portugal^  at 
leaft  it  is  certain,  that  they  were  uninhabited  when  fifft 
difcovered,  whatever  they  might  have  been  in  the  days  of 
Pliny  and  Mela^  if  they  had  any  knowlege  at  all  of  thefe 
iflands.     We  fliall  defaibe  them  in  the  order  in  which  they 
occur. 
Mayo       *     I.  IlhaMato,  or  the  ifland  of  Mtfj/o,  lies  in  the  15th 
Ifland.      degree  of  north  latitude,  and  22d  of  longitude  from  London, 
about  nine  leagues  fouth  fouth-weft  of  Buetm-vifta,  It  is  but 
fcnall,  having  no  more  than  feven  leagues  in  circumference, 
its  form  oval,  with  a  variety  of  (harp  rocks  and  points  pro- 
jefting  into  the  fea  above  a  mile.     La  Croix ^  Davity^  and 
Unfchoien^  defcribe  it  with  dangerous  flioals  and  fand-banks 
round  the  coaft;  notwithftanding  which  Dampier  affirms, 
that  he  has  coafled  it  almoft  in  a  circle,  and  yet  could  never 
difcover  any   thing  dangerous,   befides  the  promontories, 
which  render  it  hazard6us  to  fall  in  at  night  too  clofe  with 
the  land.     Mayo  is  raifed  confiderably  above  the  fea,  but 
level  and  plain,  except  two  mountains  of  confideraHe  heighjt^ 
The  (hbre, jiccording  to  the  laft-mentioned  writer,  isclear,with 
fandy  bays  between  the  promontorids,  which  afford  good  an- 
chorage.    On  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifland,  where  fhips  gene- 
rally drop  anchor,  th^re  is  a  large  fandy  bay,  and  a  fand-bank 
forty  paces  wide,  running  near  thre?  mil?s  along  the  /hore, 
Svithin  which  is  a  large  fklt-pond  contained  between  the 
'    rifing  Ihore  and  the  oppofite  fand-bank.     The  whole  falt- 
pond  is  full  two  miles  in  length,  and  half  a  mile  in  breadth, 
s  1>ut  feldom  filled  with  water.     It  is  the  north  eiid  which 

chiefly  produces  fait,  that  being -never  dry,  tho*  th|g  water 
fevapcK-ates,  and  the  falts  form  themfelves  for  the  whole  dry 
f(jafon ;  that  is,  from  November  to  'the  month  of  May.  The 
•waters  "yielding  jthis  fait  run  in  from  the  fea  through  ja  natu- 
ral Uuice,  or  perforatipn  of  the  fand-bank,  in  all  fpring- 
tides,  by  whiph  the  pond  is  filled  with  a  greater  or  fmaller 
'quantity  of  water,  in  proportion  to  the  height  of  thefe 
tides.  Whatever  fait  happens  to  remain  in  the  pond,  is  dif- 
folved  by  the  additional  water  pouring  in  at  the  fluice ;  but 
'then  they  b^gyn  to  fettle  again  in  two  or  three  days,  ^nd  coOi- 
tinue  forming  into  qryftals^s  Ipng  as  ^ny  water  remains,  or 

teries,   all  of  which  are  fre-  trie«  lying  between  ornear  the 

'  quently  fatal ;  and  indeed  they  Tropics ^  and  fubje^  to  violent 

V  are  not  peculiar  to  the   Cape  heats    in  the  day,    and    cold 

Verdsi  ))at  general  in  a}l  ^oun-  win^s  and  d^mps  at  nigi^t. 
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till  the  next  high  tide  again  diflblves  them.  We  are  aflurecj 
by  Dampier,  who  had  it  from  the  inhabitants,  that  the  water 
enters  at  no  other  paflTage  than  the  fluice  we  have  mentioned, 
nor  at.  any  other  feafon  but  high  tides  at  the  new  moon ;  but 
why  that  ftiould  be,  he  fays,  he  cannot  conjefture ;  and  we 
will  not  fpend  time  in  rcfolving  the  difficulty.  Thofe  who 
come  to  load  fait,  and  carry  it  away  for  exportation,  lay  it 
yp  in  houfes  on  the  dry  land,  before  the  waters  break  in  *  - 
they  obferve,  that',  contrary  to  what  is  remarked  of  the  falt- 
ponds  in  thelVe/i  Indies,  the  fait  chryft^Uizes  here  in  the  dry 
.leafon  only,  whereas,  at  Tortuga,  they  always  form  in  the 
rainy  feafon,  and  never  before  fome  heavy  fliowers  have  fallen. 
Bq  this  as  it  will,  the  difficulty  feems  to  be  on  the  fide  of  the 
Wefi  India  ponds,  as  we  are  unable  to  comprehend  how  fait 
fliould  chryft^li2;e  b^ft  in  w^t  weather,  or  require  the  admix- 
.ture  of  fre(h  water  to  naake  thein  form.  Tq  fpeak  our  fen- 
timents  freely,  we  greatly  doubt  the  faft,  notwithftanding  \t 
is  attefled  by  fuch  a  number  of  writers. 
J  Formerly  the  EngUJh  drove  fo  great  a  trade  in  this  com- 
modity, that  a  man  of  war  was  continually  Rationed  for  the 
.  proteftion  of  the  fliips  employed  in  this  article  ;  but  we  have 
re^fon  to  believe  that  either  this  trade  has  fincediminifhed,or 
that  the  legiflature  are  lefs  regardful  of  \  the  intereft  oJF  com- 
.mer(;e  than  they  have  been ;  for  this  guardfhip  has  beeU  laid 
afide  for  a  number  of  years.  In  Damptcr's  time,  no  lefs  than 
an  hundred  EngUJh  veffels  ufed  to  frequent  the  Cape^de  Verd 
, ports,  and  chiefly  upon  the  account  of  this  article,  which  re- 
quired no  other  expence  than  a  little  labour,  and  the  mere 
taking  it  ]ip  and  conveying  it  on  board,  without  we  except 
the  pittance  bcftowed  on  the  natives  for  their  afliftancfe,  and 
the  ufe  of  their  afles  in  conveying  the  fait  into  boats.  As 
the  pond  is  not  above  a  mile  from  -  the  fhore,  the  price  of  ja 
load  is  dated,  or  rather  an  afs*s  labour  for  a  day,  at  little  more 
.than .a  penny. 

'     T^E  ifland  of  Mayo  is  a  dry  foil,  confifting  chiefly  of 

,fand,  or  a  loofe  crumbling  ftone,  without  rivulets,  fpring^, 

.  Qr  any  natural  moifture,  except  the  dews  of  the  night,  and 

the  fhp^yers  in  the  wet  feafon,  which  run  off  as  faft  as  thgr 

fall.     In  the  whole  ifland  there  is  but  one  fpring,  and  that  in 

the  yery  center,  running  off  in  a  fmall  ftream  through  a  val- 

.  ley  confined  by  the  hills.     Hence  it  is  that  we  may  account 

.for  thebarrpnnefs  of  the  ifland,  and  why  it  produces  no  large 

trees,  which  can  neither  fix  then:  roots  in  10  loofe,  or  dra-^ 

Jhe  neceflfary  nourifliment  in  fo  dry,  a  foil.    The  fand-bank 

.that  forms  the  falt-pond  produces  a  fpecies  of  filk-cotton, 

^^t  §rows  qn  ^  tender  Qin[ib^  abput  fpur  feet  high,  in  pods 
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of  the  Hze  of  a  fmall  cucumber  or  bean-pod.  This  pod, 
when  ripe,  opens  at  one  end,  and  cafily  feparates  into  four 
pieces,  the  cotton  burfting  forth  at  the  lirft  aperture  that  ap- 
pears \  bat  however  beautiful  this  produAion  may  be  to  the 
eye,  it  is  of  loo  delicate  a  texture,  and  thort,  to  be  manufac- 
tured or  conTerted  into  any  other  ufe  than  ftuffing  pillows, 
or  fome  fuch  trifling  purpofes.  The  genuine  cotton-fhrub 
grows  here  likevnfey  but  not  in  fo  large  quantities  as  to  make 
an  article  of  foreign  trade ;  the  whole  being  manufafturel 
and  confumed  by  the  inhabitants. 

In  Mayo  are  three  fmall  towns,  in  which  aQ  the  inhabit* 
ant$  of  the  iiland  are  contained.  They  are  ihcommodioufly 
iituaced,  at  the  diftaoce  of  five  or  fix  miles  &om  the  road,  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  ifland;  each  having  its  church  and 
fadre^  or  pricft,  with  ascertain  ftipend  affigned  him.  The 
metropolis  is  faid  to  be  Pinofe^  which  has  two  churches  an<l 
priefts,  and  a  confiderable  number  of  mean,  fmall,  and  low 
huts,  but  very  litde  fuperior  to  the  negro  hamlets  oa  the 
cootincat.-  The  name  of  the  fecond  town  is  St.  John,  and 
of  the  third,  Loango ;  both  contemptible  for  their  fize,  the  po- 
Terty  of  the  people,  and<lefpicahle  meannefs  of  the  boildtngs, 
which  are  formed  of  fig-trees  (for  the  ifland  produces  wo 
Others  of  any  tolerable  dimenfions),  and  the  rmers  of  wild 
cane. 

The  chief  fruits  oiMayo  are  figs,  water-melons,  a  few 
citron$  and  oraqges,  all  of  them  bad  in  their  kinds,  and 
pumpiuiis,  which  ferve  the  natives  for  their  ordinary  diet,  to- 
gether with  CalavanaSy  or  a  fpecies  of  bean,  of  which  lliejr 
are  fond.     Dampier  takes  notice  of  no  quadru()eds,  befides 

foats,  of  which  he  fays  a  few  arc  bred ;  and  yet  we  are  told 
y  Juririi  Linfchot fitly  and  others,  that  this  animal  is  fo  abun- 
dant, that  flocks  of  above  a  tfaouiand  together  may  be  feen ; 
befides  afles,  fmall  horfes,  monkies,  and  apes ;  nay,  fome  cows 
and  bullocks  of  a  fmall  ftature.  Of  fowls,  it  produces  the 
JFkmiingOf  in  fiiape  refombling  a  heron,  but  larger^  nnd  of  a 
ixddifli  colour.  They  delight  in  fociety,  and  keep  conftandy 
together  in  flocks,  feeding  amidft  the  mud  on  the  ftiore,  or  by 
the  fides  of  fait  water  ponds.  Thefe  birds  are  fhy,  difficult  to 
ihoot,  build  their  nefts  in  ponds,  of  toud,  which  thcjr  colleft 
into  a  hUlock  a  foot  and  a  half  above  the  furface  of  die  Aag- 
nat^d  water.  This  little  mount  they  form  with  a  broad 
Jjafe,  leaving  a  hollow  at  the  top,  in  which  they  lay  their 
.eggs,  and  hatch  their  young.  Tney  fit  upon  the  eggs  in  a 
rcry  extraordinary  ananner,  wi^h  their  long  legs  qpon  the 
ground,  and  their  rumps  over  the  neft,  leaning  againft  the 
WUpQ;k;  «  jjogenipj^^  diftste  of  jiature,   by  which  they 

avoid 
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avoidf  deftroying  the  eggs  ia  the  neft  with  their  weight.  The 
Flamingo  never  lays  more  than  two  eggs,  and  fel Jom  fewer  ; 
the  young  ones  ire  not  able  to  fly  till  they  are  alnioft  full- 
grown  ;  a  defefl:  Which  they  fupply  by  the  rapidity  witfe' 
which  they  run.  Theh*  flefti,  whether  old  or  young,  is  lean 
and  black,  but  fweet  and  delicious,  widiout  the  leaft  tafte  of 
fifti,  though  they  live  upon  them  and  worms.  Their  tongues 
are  large,  vdth  a  piece  of  fat  at  the  root,  that  is  reckoned 
luxurious  eatings  and  makes  a  difti  of  Flamingoes  tongues  be 
deemed  the  moll  elegant  and  delicious  of  all  diihes.  Be«- 
fides  the  Flamingo,  Mayo  produces  a  variety  of  other  birds  ; 
partridges,  curlieus,  Guiney  hens,  pigeons,  and  Michotas^ 
a  fpecies  of  land-fowl  of  the  fize  of  a  crow,  a  green  plu- 
mage, and.  fweet  flefli.  Crujid*^  are  another  kind  of  fowl^ 
nearly  of  the  fame  fize,  feen  only  in  the  night,  and  thence 
cfteemcd  a  kind  cf  owl.  The  flefli  of  this  animal  is  rec- 
.  koned  excellent  for  confumptive  patients,  after  every  other 
remedy  Jias  failed,  and  the  apothecary's  fliop  been  drained. 
Jtaieks,  a  large  grey  fowl,  efteemed  good  eating,  with  a  grey 
plumage,  and  long  legs,  refembling  a  he^on,  i*  another  fowl, 
common  here.  Dampier  concludes  this  article  with  obferv-  ' 
ing,  that  the  pirates,  who  had,  for  years  before  his  time, 
peatly  idfefted  thefe  iftands,  had  diminifhed  the  number  of  * 
all  animals,  and  cfpecially  of  the  tame  quadrupeds,  which 
they  killed  for  fea-ftore. 

Tm£  fea  is  plentifully  (locked  with  a  variety  of  fifli,  mul- 
lets, dolphins,  bonettos,  fnappers,  filver  fifti,  porptWes,  and 
a  fmall  fpecies  of  whale  that  commonly  vifits  the  road  every" 
day  in  qiieft  of  their  prey,  during  the  feafbn  that  the  green 
turtles  lay  their  ^gs. 

All  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  are  negroes,  if  we  may 
credit  Dam^ier;  tho'  Sanuius,  Lin/choten,  and  La  Croix  \  af-- 
firm,  that  the  natives  of  the  Cape  Verds  in  general  were  de- 
fcended  of  Portuguefe  parents  in  their  time.  At  prefent 
they  are  fubjeft  to  the  Portuguefe,  acknowlegfe  thrir  govern- 
ment, arid  profefs  their  religion.  They  are  a  ftout,  robuft, 
well-limbed,  and  aftive  people,  rho'  both  males  and  female* 
are  rather  grofs  and  bulky,  notwithflanding  the  fimplicity  of 
their  diet,  whicli  i«  "sxrtioUy  vegetable,  and  the  poverty  of  the 
ifland.  Dampier  was  told  by  one  of  the  Padres,  that  the 
inhabitants  amounted  to  two  hundred  and  thirty  (buls,  who, 
in  general,  appeared  a  good-natured  civil  people.  They 
have  a  negro  governor,  vrho  holds  his  commii&on  of  the 

k  LtMS.CH.  vol.vi.  €.95.  Sanut.  5?  La  Caoix,  loc.  chat. 
DAMf.  voy.  ad,  padSdii  t.  iv« 

Porta- 
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Portuguefe  governor  of  St,  Jago^  and  exads  a  fmall  duty 
from  every  captain  of  a  fliip  that  loads  at  his  falt-pits.  Tie 
feafons  when  the  ihipping  arrive  are  this  officer's  harveft;  he 
is  often  treated  on  boards  and  fpends  his  whole  time  with  the 
failors,  in  whofe  converfation  he  delight^.  As  no  European 
nadon,  befides  the  EngUJb,  ufed  to  frequent  this  port.  Dam- 
fier  {2Lys,  that  their  arrival  was  always  expefted  with  impa- 
tience, and  welcomed  with  joy,  it  being  the  only  means  the 
natives  had  of  procuring  a  little  money  and  neccflariies,  or  of 
living  merrily;  for,  befides  their  hire  for  loading  the  fhips, 
they  likewife  made  a  kind  of  trade  of  afles,  which  the  fca^ 
men  bought  to  fell  again  at  a  high  price  in  Barbadoes  and 
other  iflands  of  the  Weft  Indies. 
Baena-  '  Buena-vista  Iks  north  of  Mayo ^  under  15  degrees  5^ 
viifau  minutes  north  latitude.  It  is  alfo  called  Bpnvifta  and  Bon- 
nevue;  but  the  fiifl  Is  tlie  true  appellation,  the  pthers  being 
only  abbreviations  and  corruptions  of  the  original  name, 
which  (ignifies  a  good  profpeft;  intimating  the  beautiful  ap- 
pearance it  makes  to  fhips  at  fea.  This  ifland  is  reckoned 
near-twenty  leagues  in  circumference,  an^  is  difUnguifhed  on 
the  north  fide  by  af  ledge  of  white  rocks,  that  bound  it. 
The  eaflern  coaft,  that  flretches  eafl  and  north-weft,  is  ter- 
minated with  fundry  banks  to  the  fea,  tho'  the  interior  part 
is  chiefly  mountainous.  From  the  northern  point  there  is  a 
large  chain  of  rocks,  projefting  hear  a  whole  league  into  the 
fea;  againft  which  the  waves  break"  with  incredible  fury. 
Another  point  of  rocks  ftretches  into  the  fea,  on  the  fouthem 
point  of  the  ifland  eaftward,  a  league  and  a  half  beyond  that" 
pioint ;  and  in  this  bay  is  the  beft  road  for  (hipping  ^ 
Hhadel  Undeh  the  parallel  of  17  degrees  north,  and  in  the  aad 
Sal^  of  longitude,  lies  the  ifland  called  by  the  Spaniards  Ilha  del 

Saly  or  falt-ifland>  flretching  from  north  to  fouth  about  nine 
leagues,  but  not  above  half  a  league  "broad.  This  whole 
ifland  is  full  of  falt-ponds,  where  the  water  chryftallizes  into 
a  beautiful  fait,  the  chief  prodiiftion  to  be^  met  with  here, 
where  land  is  fo  barren  as  to  bear  no  trees,  no  verdure,  ex- 
cept a  few  inconfidcrable  fhrubs.  Damp'ier  faw  hardly  a 
blade  of  grafs,  and  no  other  animals  than  a  few  fmall  lean 
goats,  which  bore  all  the  marks  of  the  poverty  of  the  coun- 
try;  and  yet  Davity  affirms,  that,  notwithflanding  the  ap- 
parent barrfennefs  of  this  ifland,  it  produces  incredible  flocks 
of  goats,  fome  afTes,  a  few  f^nall  horfes,  and  a  great  variety 
of  fea-fowls.  Perhaps  the  ravages  of  the  buccaneers  might 
have  occafioned  their  prefent  fcarcity;  '  La  Croix  obferves, 

^  Dapper,  ubi  fupra,  p.  9J/  ' 

,    <  that 
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that  a  prodigious  number  of  tortoifes  lay  their  eggs  on  this  < 
ifland,  which  alone  would  be  fufficient  to  maintains  num-* 
ber  of  inhabitants;  yet  all  authors. agree  that  it  is  a  defolate 
and  defert  ifland. 

About  feventeen  leagues  to.  the  eaft  of  Salt  IJland  lies  Saint- 
St.  Nicholas,  under  1 7  degrees  20  minutes  north,  fay  our  Nicholas. 
Englijb  geographers ;  but,  according  to  La  Croix ,  De  Lijle^ 
and  others,  in  the  latitude  of  1 6  degrees  20  min.  It  is  in 
length  feyen  or  eight  leagues,  and  in  breadth  at  (bme  places, 
particularly  at  the  well  end,  about  three  leagues.  The  road 
for  fhipping  is  about  a  league  from  the  eaftern  point,  where 
is  ^  fine  b^y.  The  harbour,  'called  by  the  Portuguefe 
Porto  de  Penguin,  is  on  the  foqth  fide,  and  the  entrance  to  it  •  ^ 

filled  with  (mall  iflands,  but  with  a  good  chanel  between. 
Going  thence  north-weft,  there  is  another  port,  called  Fuor 
Roly  where  ftiips  may  always  be  fupplied  vfixh  good  frefh' 
water «».  ■ 

Saint  Vincent  IJland  is  about  forty-three  leagues  di-  ^^^°^ 
ftant  fr€>m  the  Ilha  del  Sal,  inclining  a  little  to  the  north-  Vincent, 
ward,  under  the  i8th  degree,  f^ys  Bowen,  2ind  17th,  accord-  " 
ing  to  La  Croix,  of  north  latitude.     It  is  five  leagues  in 
.  length,  extending  itfelf  weft  fouth- weft.     On.  the  north-weft 
fide  lies  a  bay,  a  league  and,  a  half  broad  at  the  mouth,  fur-   " 
rounded  with  high  mountains,  and  ftretching'to  the  middle  '- 
of  the  ifland,  being  fecurely  fiieltered  by  the  mountains  from 
the  wefterly  and  north-weft  winds ;  whence  it  is  deemed  the 
fafeft  harbour  in  all  the  Cape  Verd  I/lands ;  yet  it  is  difficult 
of  accefs,  by  reafon  of  the  impetuous  winds  that  blow  off  the 
mountains  along  the  coaft  with  fo  much  fury  as  greatly  to 
endanger  fliipping,  before  they  can  arrive  at  this  place  of. 
tranquil  fecurity.     Befides  this,  there  are  feveral  other  bays 
on  the  fouth  fide,  in  which  fliips  may  anchor ;  and  of  thefe 
the  Porfuguefe  generally  make  choice  to  load  their  hides. 
St.  Vincent  has  alfo  good  frefli  water,  which  is  feen  to  fpring 
bp  upon  digging  a  little  way  into  the  foil  of  a  valley ;  but  th^ 
hills  afford  not  a  fingle  drop  ;  and  this  it  is  that  makes  the 
ifland  improper  for  cattle  ".       ^ 

The  ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  which  is  high  and  mountainous^  Saint 
and  about  nine  leagues  long,  lies  under  j  (J  degree?  18  piOii,  Lucia, 
north  latitude,  according  to  moft  writers;  and  yet  here  too 
our  Englijb  geographers  differ  from  the  Portugueje,^  French^ 
Dutch,  and  all  other  nations,  placing  it  in  17  dag,  18  mia. 
north.     What  the  caufe  of  this  variation  in  the  fituation  of 

',  ■*  Dapper,  ibi3.    Davits,  t.  v.  p.  627.  La  Croix,- t.  iv^. 
p.  645.         "  Davxty,  Dapp.  ubi  Aipra. 

2  iflands; 
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iflailds,  fi>  Hlqcfa  frequented,  may  be,  is  what  we  are  not  abk 

ta  OoajeAore.    Oa  the  etft  footh-eaft  fide  is  a  harbour,  with 

a  bottom  and  fliore  of  white  fand,  its  mouth  defended  by 

two fmaU  iflanda,  which  afford  good  iheiter  and  anchorage; 

but  its  beft  road  is  oppofite  to  St.  Vincent,  to  the  fonth-weft, 

where  there  is  at  leaft  twenty  fathom  water.    This  ifland 

abounds  in  wood  and  freOi  water,  the  hitter  found  in  fprings 

at  the  feet  of  the  mountains.    On  the  wdl  fide  there  i^  oo 

water }  and  hare  it  is  uninhabited,  fays  La  Croix ;  an  expref- 

^on  which  implies  its  being  peopled  in  the  other  quarters, 

though  we  do  not  find  this  exprefslv  affirmed  by  writers ;  bat 

h  abounds  with  goars,  fea  and  land  fowl,  tortoifes^,  ifc. 

Saint  The  mofl  northerly  of  all  the  Cape  Verilflands  is  St.  A%^ 

Anthony,  thony,  lying  in  17  deg.  north  latitude;  but  the  EngHJbgs^ 

graphers  make  it  one  degree  further  north  of  the  equinoftial. 

■     .       ft  is  dildded  from  St.  Vincent  by  a  chanel  of  two  leagues  io 

breadth,  clear  and  navigatile.    The  ifland  ftretches  from 

north-eafl  to  fouth-wefl,  and  is  filled  with  mountains,  one 

of  which  is  of  fo  extraordiaary  a  height  as  to  be  compared 

^th  the  Peak  of  Teneriffe\  of  which  we  fhali  have  occafion 

to  fpeak  in  this  feftion.    The  top  1^  conflantly  covered  v^di 

fnow ;  but,  notwithflandiog  the  clcamefs  of  the  iky,  gcoc- 

rally  hid  in  the  clouds.    On  the  north  fide  it  has  a  good  road 

for  (hipping,  with  a  colleftion  of  frefli  water  rifing  from 

fprings,  which,  however,  fcarcely  merits  the  name  of  a  pond. 

The  inhabitants  amount  to  about  five  hundred,  chiefly  ne- 

groes,  under  the  protection  of  the  Portugue/e.  To  the  north- 

wefl  fVands  a  village,  containing  about  twenty  huts,  and  at 

leaft  fifty  families,  negroes  and  whites,  under  the  government 

of  a  goternor,  or,  as  they  call  him,,  a  captain,  a  pricft,  and  a 

fchoolmafter,  who  trains  up  the  children  in  the  principles  of 

the  Chriftlan  religion,  and  the  firft  elements  of  knowlcgc, 

tho''  that  feldom  exceeds  being  able  to  read  the  bible  ia  a 

tpingUng  manner.     They  all  fpeak  Portugue/e,    copy   the 

nanners  of  that  nation,  but  live  in  the  mofl  miierable  po* 

terty,   altliough  the  ifland  produces  a  variety  of  fruits, 

oranges,  lemons,  palms,  melons,  bacovas,  pomgranates,  and 

^e  fugar-cane.    Here  is  a  large  orchard,  diftinguUhed  at  fea 

by  a  high  palm-tree,  where  the  failors  come  to'  gather  thq 

firnifs  of  |he  feafon,  in  which  they  never  meet  with  any  ob- 

ftfuftion  from  the  natives.     At  a  greater  diftance  from  the 

fea,  there  is  another  orchard,  from  whence  the  natives  bring 

fruif  upon  afles  to  the  (hips, which  they  fell  at  a  very  low  price. 

The  potatoes  and  melons  of  St.  Anthony  are  particularly  «x- 

^  La  Croix,  obi  fiipra. 
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cellent,  having  a  xichnefs  aad  delicacy  of  flavour  peciilkr 
to  them  ;  chefe  aix  therefore  eagerly  fought  after  by  theo^a: 
riners  p» 

In  the  latitude  of  fourteen  degrees  twenty  minutes  north,  Hha  del 
as  foreign  geographers  have  it,  or  direftly  in  15  degrees,  zs^^V^* 
it  is  placed  in  our  Englifb  maps,  lies  Ilha  del  Fogo^  or  the 
ifland  of  fire,  fo  called  from  a  volcano,  or  burning  sioun-^ 
tain,  that  difcovers  it  at  a  great  diflance  in  the  nigbt*  Oa 
the  weft  fide  ftands  a  fmall  caftle  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain^ 
before  which  there  is  a  large  road,  but  inconvenient,  on  ac* 
count  of  the  high  furges  v/hich  continually  roll  againft  the 
Ihore.  All  rbund  the  ifland  the  wind  blows  impetuoufly, 
and  the  fhore  being  fteep,  the  water  is  not  fathomable,  ex-^ 
cept  near  the  caftle.  We  are  told  of  no  produdtion  of 
this  Ilha  del  Fogo  befides  vines,  tho',  as  'tis  inhabited,  it  is 
probable  that  other  fruits  muft  have  been  cultivated,  as  well 
as  grain ;  and  that  it  is  not  deftitute  of  quadrupeds  and  fea* 
fowls  ^. 

The  Hha  del  Brava,  or  the  favagc  and  defert  ifland,  Is  Brava* 
about  four  leagues  in  circuit,  and  as  much  fouthrweft  (rf  Z)^/ 
fogo,  together  with  two  or  three  fmall  defolate'iflands  to  the 
north  of  it.  On  the  weft  fide  there  is  a  commodious  road 
for  watering;  but  the  fafeft  port  is  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide, 
where  fliips  may  anchor  in  1 5  fathom  water,  clofe  to  the 
fliore ;  and^  for  this  reafon,  frequented  by  the  Dutch  and 
Portuguefe  Eqft  India  men.  Immediately  above  this  harbour 
Hands  a  hermitage  and  hamlet,  occupied  by  a  few  contem- 
ptible negroes.  Brava  produces  figs,  water-melons,  with  a 
variety  of  other  fruils,  millet,  rice,  and  roots,  and  has  alfo 
a  good  uumber  of  goats,  which  the  wretched  inhabitants  are^ 
neither  permitted  to  confume  or  fell  without  permiilion  from 
the  governor  of -^/.  Jago  ;  the  ifland  of  which  we  are  now  to 
give  an  account  1*. 

St.  Jago,  or  ^t.  James's  IJland,  is  the  moft  confidcrable  Saiot^ 
of  all  the  Cape  Verds ;  extending  about  twelve  leagues  from  J^fi®*^ 
north-eaft  to  fouth-eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  five  leagues  to  the 
weftward  of  TJf^^^,  and  lying  between  the  15th  and  i6th 
degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  23d  of  longitude  weft  from' 
London.    It  is  the  moft  im|)ortant,  beft  cultivated,  and  moft, 
fruitful,  of  any  we  have  defcribed  in  this  latitude.     The    ^ 
people  in  general  are  black,  or  at  beft  of  a  mixed  colour,  ex- 
cept a  few  of  the  better  rank ;  the  governor,  the  l)ifliop, 

P  JwRiN,l.v.    Voy.  Holland,  c.  40.    La  Crqix,  ibid.  644. 
^  Davity,  t.  v.p.  627.  etiam  Ad^.  fup.  cit.  'La  Croix, 

ibid.  Navig.  Vert.  1607.  Linsch.  Voy.  c.  95. 
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fomc  gentlemen  who  trade  or  live  upon  their  plantations, 
and  the  Padres^  tho'  many  of  the  latter  are  blackis.  On  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  ifland  is  a  town  called  Praya^ .  with^  a  good 
port,  which  is  feldom  deftitute  .of  a  confiderable  number  of 
(hipping,  unlefs  the  crown  of  Portugal  happens  to  be  at  war 
with  fome  other  powei*.  It  has  long  been  a  place  where  the 
,  outward-bound  Cuiney  and  India  men  have  been  accuftomed 
to  touch  at  for  water  and  refreftiments,  whether  EngUjb^ 
Frenchy  or  Dutch ;  but  few  of  them  call  on  their  return  to 
Europe.  The  natives  .bring  down  to  the  fbore  the  produce 
of  the  country  for  fale  to  the  mariners  and  paiflengers ;  arfd 
the  whole  coaft  refembles  a  fair,  every  place  being  filled 
with  hogs,  bullocks,  fowls,  goats,  figs,  plantanes,  and 
coco-nuts,  which  they  exchange  for  fhirts,  drawers,  hand- 
kerchiefs, breeches,  hats,  waiftcoats,  and  all  manner  of 
cloathing,  efpecially  linen ;  for  woollen  cloths  are  in  no  great 
repute  at  ^t.  J  ago.  It  is  unwillingly,  however,  they  part 
with  their  cattle  of  any  Kind,  but  for  money  qr  linen,  of 
which  the  mariners  muft  be  cautious:  for,  like  aimofl  all  the 
negroes,  the  natives  here  He  in  watch  for  all  occafions  of 
filching,  being  perhaps  the  moft  expert  thieves  in  j^rica. 
This  vice,  indeed,  is  aimofl  peculiar  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Pray  a;  for,  at  St,  J  ago  town,  where  they  are  more  imme- 
diately under  the  eye  of  the  governor,  their  natural  propen- 
fity  is  fuppreded  by  the  fear  of  puniihment,  and  perhaps  ho- 
nefty  become  as  habitual  to  them  as  theft  is  to  the  Pray  am. 
We  cannot  imagine  that,  at  fo  fhort  a  diflance,  and  where 
the  blood  is  conflantly  intermingled,  there  fhould  be  any 
"conftitutional  difrei;ence,  and  would  rather  attribute  the  di- 
fliii<fl:ion  to  the  force  of  education  and  wholfome  well-exe- 
cuted Jaws. 

At  Praya  there  is  a  fort  on  the  fummit  of  a  hill,  that 
intlrely  commands  the  harbour;  and  were  it 'properly  mount- 
ed with  cannon,  and  garifoned,  would  be  a  place  of  great 
ftrength. 

The  town  o^.  St.  Jago  is  the  capital  of  the  ifland,  and 
indeed  of-  the  whole  Cape  de  Verd  iflands ;  for  they  all  ac- 
knowlege  the  authority  of  the  P^/-/z/^?/<?/^  governor,  \vhofe 
refidence  is  fixed  here,  as  well  as  the  biQiop's.  It  Hands 
difperfed  upon  the  declivity  of  two  hills,  between  which 
there  is  a  deep  valley,  two  hundred  yards  wide  towards  the 
.fca,  but  graduaJly  decreafing  in  breadth  as  it  retires  from 
the  ihore,  in  a  triangular  form,  the  coaft  making  the^  bafe. 
In  this  valley,  clofe  by  the  fea»  there  is  a  kind  of  flreet  that 
runs  parallel  with  the  fea  acrofs  the  valley,  and  houfes  on 
both  fides^  tliat  are  watered  by  a  rivulet  which  falls  into  a  f^e 

'  fandj 
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.;    fandy  bay,  where  the  fea  is  always  fmooth  and  even  as 
glafs.     This  forms  a  convenient  watering-place  for  ftiips, 
the'  the  entrance  be  in  a  manner  blocked  up,  except  to  good 
pilots,  by  a  chain  of  rocks.     Near  the  landing-place  ftands  a 
'    fmall  fort,  ahnoft  level  with  the  fea,  in  which  is  kept  a  coa- 
ftant  guard,  regularly  relieved.     On  the  very  fummit  of  the 
hill  behind  the  town  is  erefted  another  fort,  which,  by  the 
walls  feen  from  the  road,  feems  to  be  a  fortification  of  fome 
extent,  method^  and  ftrength ;  for  no  writer  pretends  parti- 
cularly  to  defcribe  it;  and  poffibly  the  Portugiiefe  msij  be 
jealous  of  permitting  foreigners  to  examine  the  works.  Dam- 
fier  fays  indeed,  that  he  is  unable  to  comprehend  the  utility 
of  this  fort,  tho'  it  is  apparently  wellgarifoned,  and  mounted 
with  heavy  cannon.     The  town  coniifts  of  about  three  hun* 
dred  houfes,  a  church,  and  a  convent,  all  built  of'  rough 
ftone,  and  greatly  fuperior  in  arcKite£lure  and  convenience  to 
thofeof  the  other  iflands.     Befides  the  accidental  fliips  of 
other  nations  which  touch  here,  there  arc  two  Portuguefe 
veflels  which  take  it  yearly  in  their  way  to  Brazil.     Thefe 
vend  among  the  inhabitants  all  kinds  of  £ttro/^« '  commodi* 
ties,  and  take  in  exchange  the  principal  manufafture  of  the 
ifland,  ftriped  cotton,  which  they  again  fell  to  good  advan-^ 
tage  in.the^rrtzf/j.     Befides  this,  one  ifhip  comes  direftly 
from  Portugal^  to  take  in  a  cargo  of  fugar,  in  exchange  for 
the  manufaftures  of  Europe ;  for  there  is  exported  to  Lijloii 
no  lefs  than  100  tons  of  fugar  annually. 

Cotton  is  produced  in  fuch  abundance  in  St.  JagOy  that^ 
befides  the  quandties  fejit  to  the  Brazils^  and  fold  to  other 
European  nations,  almoft  all  the  natives  are  cloathed  with  this 
manufafture.     Here  are  vines,  of  which  the  natives  make  a 
wine  that  is  not  contemptible;  but  as  they  are  fupplied  with 
better  by  the  European  fhipping,  it  has  fallen  into  difrepute; 
The  chief  fruits  of  the  ifland,  befides  a  profufion  of  plan-  * 
tanes,  are  citrons,  lemons,  oranges,  mufk,  and  water-melons, 
limes,  guavas,  pomgranates,  quinces,  cuftard-apples,  papas ; 
of  which  we  fliall  only  defcribe  the  two  laft.     The  cuflard- 
apple  is  a  fruit  of  the  fize  of  a  pomgranate,  and  much  of  that 
colour;  the  hufk,  fliell,  or  rind,   being,  for  fubftance  and 
thicknafs,  a  kind  of  medium  between  the  (hell  of  a  pomgra-. 
nate  and  the  peel  of  an  orange ;  fofter.than  the  one,  and  lefs 
tough  than  the  other.     This  coat  is  remarkably  fet  round 
with  a  variety  of  fmull  regular  knobs  or  excrefcences,  \vithin 
which,  or  rather  within  the  whole  coat,  is  a  foft  white  pulp, 
fweet  and  very  pleafant,  greatly  refembling  a  cuftard  in  co- 
lour and  tafte ;  whence  probably  it  had  this  name  given  it  by 
the  Engli/b%     In  the  middle. are  a  few  black  ftones,  or  ker- 

F  f  i     '  nel?. 
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nels,  but  no  core,  the  whole  infidc  befides  coofiffiag  of  pulp^ 
The  cuftard-tree  is  of  the  fize  of  a  quince-tree,  vith  long, 
(lender,  and  thick-fet  branches,  fpreading  all  round.  At  the 
extremity  of  thefe  the  fruit -grows^  upon  a  ftalk  tea  inches 
long,  flender  and  tough,  hanging  down  in  a  beautiful  manner 
with  the  weight  of  the  fruit.  As  to  the  papa,  it  is  found  iti 
moft  of  the  countries  within  the  tropics  ;  and  fo  indeed  is  the 
ctlftard-applc.  It  is  a  fruit  of  the  fize  of  a  water-melon,  hol- 
low as  ihat,  and  having  a  ftrong  refemblance  to  it  in  (hap^ 
and  colour,  both  intently  and  externally;  but,  inflead  of 
the  flat  kernels  of  the  melon,  the  papas  have  a  handful  of 
fmall  blackifli  feeds  like  pepper-corns,  and,  like  thefe,  hot  and 
pungent  to  the  tongue.  When  ripe,  the  fruit  is  fof t,  fweer, 
and  lufcious,  but  hard  and  unfavoury  before  it  has  arrived  at 
full  maturity;  tho'  even  then  it  fuppHes,  when  boiled,  the 
place  of  turnips,  or  other  vegetables,  with  beef  or  pork,  an<f 
is  muchefteemed  by  failors  for  this  purpoft.  The  tree  bear- 
ing this  fruit  is  about  &en  or  twelve  feet  high,  the  trunk  at 
the  bottom  about  two  feet  in  diameter,  and  leflening  gradu- 
ally to  the  top.  It  has  no  fmall  branches,  but  leaves  ihoot- 
ing  out  immediately  by  a  ftalk  from  the  body  of  the  tree». 
amidft  which  the  fruit  grows.  The  leaves  are.  feirated,  and 
of  an  oval  form  ;  but  we  have  before  given  a  defcription  oif 
this  curious  tree. 

The  chief  animals  bred  in  this  iiland  are  cows,  hor&s^ 
afles,  mules,  deer,  hogs,  goats,  and  black-feced  monkies  with 
long  taib.  Of  the  feathered  kind  there  are  found  cocks^ 
hens,  ducks,  Cuin^  hens,  both  tame  and  wild,  paroquets, 
parrots,  pigeons,  turtle-doves,  crab-catchers,  curlieus,  and  ^ 
variety  of  others,  valuable  only  for  their  plumage.  Such  U 
the  account  of  thefe  iilands  given  by  the  authors  the  reader 
will  find  cited  in  the  margin;  to  which  we  may  add  what 
Jarric  affirms,  th^t  fo  numerous  are  horfes  in  the  ifland  of 
St.  JagOy  that  upwards  of  three  thoufand,  fit  for  a  caip- 
paigrty  can  b^  raifed  here.  The  fame  writer  adds,  that,  ia 
all  the  Ca^  de  Verd  Ifiands^  the  Padres  officiate  as  phyfi- 
.  cians,  furgeons,  and  apothecaries,  uniting  in  their  own  per- 
ibns  the  cure  of  foul  and  body  ;  but  their  medical  fldtt 
Gonfifts  chiefly  in  magic,  forcoy,  and  a  correfpondence 
with  the  devil,  or  rather  in  fraud,  hypocrify,  and  im- 
pofture  *^ 

•  Navig.  Holland.  .A.  159?,  99.  Sanut.I.  vii.  Purcjt.  1.  vifc 
c.  12.  LiNSCH.  c.  9<>.  Thevet,  Cofm.  1.  iii.  Davity,  r.  v.  p* 
627,  La  Croix,  p^  iv.  p.  630,  U  feq.  Jarric,  1.  v. 
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Wl+HOUT  entering  upon  a  difpnte  of  little  confeqiience  Canary 
to  our  readers,  wljetlier  the  Canary  IJlands  be  the  fame  which  lAands. 
the  antients  called  the  Fortunate  IJlands y  and  are  particnlarly 
dcfcrlbed  by  Ptolerhy  and  the  eider  P/mj,  we  fliall  think  it 
fljfBcient  that  we  give  the  reader  a  juft  account  of  them. 
Thefe  are  fpecnlatite  points,  for  -which  he  may  confult 
*trf'  anttent  hiftor^,  and  thtChek  and  Latin  geographers; 
thongh  we  cannot  avoid  obferving;  that,  if  Ptolemy  dfe- 
fcribes  the  fame  iflands,  he  has  eertainiy  pteced  them  near  ii 
degrees  too  near  the  equinoftial,  under  the  1 6th  degree  ; 
from  which  circtmftance  fotne  geographers  have  thought  that 
the  Ca^  d^  Verd  IJlahdi  had  formerly  bor^  this  appellation. 
We  are  now  well  affured  by  the  moft  accurate  obfervations, 
that  the  Canary  IJlands  lie  between  27  d^.  10  min.  and  29 
As%.  jomni.  north  latitude,  and  between  the  12th  and  ijtk 
deg.  50  min.  longittide  -v^eft  from  London.  Thevet  affirms; 
■that,  by  the  Africans  in  ^neral^  they  were  called  Etbdrd%  and 
Oomata  aflerts,  that  they  had  the  name  Canary  given  by  the 
Spaniardsy  on  account  of  the  number  of  large  dogs  which 
they  found  on  one  of  thefe  liflands.  Uernius,  howcVer,  and 
Dr.  Harris  agree,  that  the  word  Canary  is  not  borrowed 
from  the  Latin  term  for  that  ^Tnimal,  according  to  Plinyi  nor 
from  the  ^number  of  dogs  with  which  they  abound,  as  Go- 
tftara  conjt&nveSf  but  itom^iht  Cand&nitesy  or  Phf^nicianSy 
-t^ho,  as  Scyldx  Cariandenus  obferves,  ufed  to  fail  often  from 
tthe  continent  to  Carne^  which  others  think  is  only  a  contr.<c- 
tion  of  ^a/i^ry.  But  thefe  are  all  conjeftures,  which  fer^ 
only  to  (hew  the  erudition,  the  ingenuity,  and  talents  of  hi- 
ilorians  for  hypothefes,  which  add  noticing  to  truth,  or  the 
iniprovement  of  their  readers  (A). 

Nor  are  writers  lefs  divided  with  refpeft  to  their  num- 
ber, than  about  their  fituation  and  name.  Gramaye  aflerts, 
that  fix  were  only  known  to  Ptolemy  and  Pliny ;  and  that, 
^ven  in  this  number,  the  ifland  of  Madeira  was  included  ; 
whereas  modern  travellers  and  geographers  reckon  no  Ifefs 
than  twelve j  exdufive  of  TWiufc/m ;  but  of  thefe  feven  only 
have'  been  thought  to  merit  any  defcription.  Thefe  are 
Lancerota^  Fuerte  Venturay  Gran-Canaria,  Ferro,  Palmay  7>- 
neriffcy  and  Gomara,  To  thefe  Purchas  adds  certain  fmall 
iflands,  by  the  names  of  Lohosy  Rocay  Graciofay  Santa  Clara^ 
AlUgranga^  and  Inferno ;  the  proper  names  of  which,  ac- 
cording to  Sanviusy  are  VecchioMarinOy  Saint e  Claire y  Rochoy 

(A)  It  may  deferve  notice,  graphers,  have  called  thefe 
that  Ahulftday  Vkg  Beg,  or  iflands  fazair  AUha  Adaly  or 
Seigby  and  other  Arabian  geo-    Happy  Iflands. 

F  f  3  Cra- 
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Graciofay  and  Alegranga  ;  omitting  likewHe  two  of  the  num- 
ber mentioned  by  the  former  compiler. 

Whether  or  not  the  Canaries  were  known  in  the  days 
of  Ptolemy  and  Piiny,  certain  we  are,  that,  before  the  year 
1402,  or,  according  to  fome  Spahijh  hiftorians,  .1405,  the 
moderns  were  intireiy  ignorant  of  them,  though  they  were 
peopled  byChriftians,  and  even  catholics,  who  muft  have 
had  fome  communication  with  Europe^y  by  their  acknowl^ng 
the  fupremacy  of  the  fee  of  Rome,  as  it  is  allowed  on  ail 
hands  they  did.  By  what  chanel  this  communication  was 
carried  on,  or  how  Chriftianity  came  to  be  planted  there,  hi- 
ftory is  intireiy  filept.  This,  however,  is  affirmec},  th^ljohn 
king  of  Cajiile  having  invefted  a  Frenchman,  called  JohnM 
Belancoiirty  with  the  property  of  thefe  iflands  (which  had  been 
feen  by  fome  mariners,  but  whofe  exiftence  only  was  known) 
if  he  could  conquer  them.  This  adventurer  immediately  fet 
to  work  in  providing  for  his  expedition ;  and  he  had  the 
good  fortune  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  Lancerota,  with  its 
citadel,  and  Fiierte  Ventura^  after  ftorming  a  convent  of  the 
order  of  St.  Francis.  His  right  he  made- over,  according  to 
Cramaye,  five  years  afterwards  to  Diego  Herrera^  by  whom 
it  was  that  Fuerte  Ventura  was  conquered.  Sanutus  fays, 
that  Belancourt  undertook  this  expedition  by  the  pernxiHion 
of  the  queen  oiCaJlile;  and  that  he  dying,  the  property  of 
the  two  iflands  was  fold  by  his  heirs  xoHerrcra^  or  rather  to 
the  infant  Don  Henry,  who  fent  i^^rr^m  .  to  make  farther 
conquefls,  in  which  he  fucceeded,  by  reducing  Ferro  and 
Coviara,  In  procefs  of  time,  the  other  illauds  were  con* 
quered  in  the  fame  manner ;  but  it  would  not  be  worth  while 
to  dwell  upon  a  fubjeft  fo  vai'ioufly  related  (B).    This  much 

only 

(B)  The  reader  may  chufe  which  they  made    themfelves 

to  have  a  fhoi  t  view  of  the  pro-  matters  in  1 5 1 2 ;  and  as  to  Pal- 

grcfs  of  the  Spanijh  conquefls,  ma,  it  had  been  reduced  about 

according  to  the  beft  authori-  four  years  before.     Sanufus, on 

tics.      Gramaye    affirms,     that  the  contrary,  e;fprefsly  affirms, 

Herreray   not  having  'the  fame  that  Gomara  and  Ferro  were  dif- 

fuccefs  in^his  attempts  on  the  covered    by  Ferdinand  Dorias^ 

other  illands,  v/as  fo  difgufted,  and  the  three  others,  ^nx.    Te- 

that  he  fold   his  right  to  king  neriffe,  PAlma,  and  Gran-Cana* 

Ferdinand  (for  he  fuppofes  that  ria,  by  dJfhovfo  Lugo  and  Pie- 

he  had  aright),  juft  before  a  /^^  ^/i  F^r^,  and  that  thefe  were 

bloody  battle  v/ith  the  natives  fubdued  by  order  oi  Ferdinand 

put  him  in  pcfTeffion  of  Gran*  and  IfabeUa\  TeneriffeZiTid  Pal- 

Cancrla,     Afterwards  Bartho^  ma  by  Lugo,  and  the  reft  by 

IcTr.cw  and  Jlpbcti/o  Lugo  were  Vera,   a,  gentleman    of   Xeres. 

fent    to    reduce   ^erarij'e,    of  InCadam/o's  d»ys,ther&  were 

only 
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only  is  certain,  that  in  the  peace  between  Ferdinand  of  Ca- 
JiiU  and  Alphonfo  V.  of  Portugal^  after  a  bloody  war  in  which 
thefe  monarchs  had  been  engaged,  it  was  ftipulated,  that 
they  (hould  reciprocally  renounce  all  pretenfions  prior  to  the 
date  of  this  treaty;  that  henceforward  the  Canary  IJlands 
fhould  infeparably  belong  to  the  crown  of  Cqftile\  and  that, 
as  an  equivalent,  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  Guiney 
ftiould  belong  to  Portugal^  exclufive  of  the  Caftilians  (C). 

This 


439 


only  four;  <viz,  Fuerte  Ventu* 
rfiy  Lancerotay  Gomara^  and  Fer* 
rOf  inhabited  by  Chriftians,  or 
annexed  to  the  crown  of  Cd- 
fiile  *. 
*  (C)  The  following  account 
of  the  Canary  Ijlands  is  given  by 
Mandejloe:   The  wholfomenefs 
of  the  air*  and  the  fertility  of 
t|ie  foil,   procured  them,   fays 
he,  the  name  of  Infula  Fortu- 
nat^e,  among  the  antients ;  tho' 
3ne  of  them  is  alfo  called  G?- 
naria   by    Fliny.y   Solinus,    and 
Ptolemy  j  which  contradidls  the 
opinion  of  thofe  who  dtfcovered 
them  in  the  year   1342,  and 
gave  them  this  name  from  the 
number  of   canes    they    pro- 
duced.     They  are  feven    in 
number,  extending  almoft  in  a 
direft  line  from  eaft  to  weft. 
Le-ivis  Count  Clermont  having, 
in  the  year  1348,' obtained  a 
grant  of  thefe  iflands  from  the 
]>ope,  fitted  oat  a  fleet,  in  order 
to  fubdue  them ;   which  was 
accordingly  accompliihed,   un- 
der the  protedlion  of  the  king 
O^  Arragon.     Thefe  conquefts, 
however,  being  afterwards  re- 
linquiihed  by  Don  Le-^ns  de  la 
Cerda^  the  Bi/cayans  and  Anda- 
lujians  equipped    a    fquadron, 
with  which  they  furprifed  the 
ifland  of  Lancerota^  where  they 
acquired  fo  rich  a  booty,  as  in- 
flamed the  king  of  CaJfiU  with 
an  eager  defire  to  fubdueifiands. 


which  would  add  fo  valuable  a  . 
jewel  to  his  crown.    Doubtlcfs, 
fays  Mandejloe i  he  would  have 
fucceeded  in  this  purpofe,  had 
he  not  been  diverted  by  other 
wars  with  his  neighbours,  with 
whom  he  had  been  entangled  in 
a  fcries  of  wars  and  bloodfhed. 
Not  many  years  after  this,  John 
de  Belanc$urt  obtained  a  com* 
mifiion  from  Henry  III.  of  C«- 
JiiUj   for  the  conqueft  of  th« 
Canaries  i    with    th«s    provifo, 
that  he  and  his  pofterity  Ihould 
aclittowiege  the  fovereignty  of 
the  crown  of  Caftile.     In  con- 
fequence  of  which,  he  had  the 
good   fortune  foon   to  render 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  five  lefler 
iHands,  but  failed  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  larger.     The  king 
of  Cajiiley  as  fovereign,  having 
fent  a  bifliop  to  prefide  over  the 
new-acquired  flock,    the  pre- 
late's arrival   brought  on  fuch 
quarrels  with  the  nephew  and 
fuccefTor  of  Belancourt,  that  the 
king  was  forced  to  fend  thither 
one  Pietro  Barba^  with  a  force 
fufficient  to    expel  xki^  French. 
Barba  gave  the  iflands  in  dowry 
with  his  daughter  to  one  Pe^ 
reira,  who  affumed  the  title  of 
king  of  the  Canaries^  and  ufed 
every  meafure  to  fubdue  all  the 
idands  ;     but    unfuccefsfuily : 
upon  which  he  fold  fourof  thenji 
to   Ferdinand  the  Catholic ;  re- 
ferving  only  Gomara  to  him- 


•  Vide  Aua.  (itat. 
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This  was  the  treaty  figaed  on  the  4th  a£  Novsmkir,  1479,  ** 
AlccAazas  ^. 

The  Canary  IJlands  lie  eaft  to  the coaft  of  BUedulgeridy  be* 
tweea  the  27th  deg.  lo  min.  and  the  29th  deg.  50  minofes 
^^th  latitude,  and  betwcea  the  I2tii  and  ijtb,  50  miaufcs 
'  Jongiiiide  weft  from  Ltmdon,  La  Croix,  however,  alters  this 
geography  s  iafiAifig*  that  they  iadtide  all  that  fpace  betweea 
the  26th  deg.  30  min.  and  X9tb  deg.  30  min.  north  latkude, 
ogpofite  to  Cape  Nun,  about  70  or  80  leagues  from  the  Bott 
pary  cooft,  and  about  nine  or  ten  leagues  diftant  from  each 
g«ber. 

•  If  we  attetid  to  the  nature  of  thefe  iflands,  we  fiiall  find 
that,  their  fituation  being  fo  near  the  tropic  of  Can^cer,  the 
climate  muft  neceflarily  be  hot,  as  they  He  greatly  expofed  to 
the  ftrongeft  beat  of  the  fun,  as  is  fuffieiently  proved  by  their 
early  harvefts,  which  happea  g^QeraQy  in  the  months  of 
Mareti  aiad  j^ril.  The  foil,  indeed,  is  evcry-where  adfl»- 
rabiy  rich  and  fruitful,  but  particularly  famous  for  the  pro* 
duAion  of  that  grape  of  which  the  Canary  wine,  fo  mnch 
efteemcd  all  ov^r  Europe^  is  made,  and  exported  in  fo  large 
(quantities. 

.  AccoRDXNO  to  SanutuSy  tliere  was  formerly  but  one  iflaod 
fo  remarkably  fertile  either  in  corn  qr  wine,  tho*,  at  preieat> 
they  all  produce  every  necefl&ry  of  life.  Here  wheat,  bar- 
ley, honey,  ws*,  fugar-canes,  oranges,  figs,  pomgranates,' ci- 
trons, peacheSy  pine-rapples,  with  a  variety  of  other  fruits, 
JTpring  \ip  ka  theutmoft  abundance  and  perfedion.  Here  alfo 
grows  a  lai'ge  quantity  of-  a  plant  called  Qr^elly  which  feveral 
botanifts  affirm  to  be  the  Phalaris  of  Diofcorides  (D),  and 
which  Ddcchamp,  upon  Pliny y  calls  the  fecond  genus  of  the 
the  Barba,  or,  more  properly,  grain  of  Theophraftus.  This 
plant  they  cultivate  with  great  care,  for  the  nourilhment  of 
thoie  little  birds  fo  valuable  for  their  beautiful  plumage  and 
fweet  voices,  well  known  by  the  name  of  Canary  Birds.     In 

»*  FuRCH.  Pilg.  1.  vii.  c.  12.  Cadamost.  I,  vii.  Sanut.  Liii, 
Cram  A  YE  Afrique,  1.  ix.  c.  3. 

felf,  with  the  title  of  carl.   Fer-  (D)  This  is  a  genus  of  th^ 

.    dinand   conquered     the    great  Triandria-Dygyniay  with  a  bi- 

iflaitds  ;  and  the  whole  have  vahx  corolla,  and  oniy^a  fingle 

fmce  continued  to  the  Sfanijh  feed  contained  in  the  corolla, 

crown  *.    Such  is  the  relation  in  which  it  perfeftly  refemblcs 

p£  Mandejloe  5  but  upon  what  the  Orifill. 
{Mlti^ority  we  arc  not  informed. 

»  I\d4nd£fio9,  afud^jrrjs,  t,  :,  /.  806, 

thefe 
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thefe  iikfkds  there  18  UkewKe  produ€e4  a  great  qtiantiqr  c^f  a 
gum  or  refin,  caUed  Brey  which  is  an  cxfudation  from  the 
pine  by  the  means  of  fire ;  difierent,  however,  from  the  me- 
thod pra£tifed  m  Norway^  and  the  northern  countries  of  Eu" 
r9p€.  Nor  ate  the  Can&ry  IJlands  kfs  abundantly  fupptied 
,wUh  cattle,  fuch  as  cows,  flieep,  goats,  and  wild  a^s,  which 
sun  about  the  nMuntams  in  droves ;  aisd  perhaps  tbek  moft 
vakable  article  of  commerce  are  the  flcins  and  hldes^  in  which 
they  deal  largely  with  all  the  mafitime  Eur^ean  powers. 
Their  woods  are  ftored  with  a  variety  of  the  feathered  fciud, 
and  the  furrounding  feas  iftocked  with  fhoals  of  fifh,  pari>- 
cnlar ly  ftwgeoD,  which  forms  the  chdef  fuftcoatjce  of  the 
poor.  '  All  the  iflands  have  ditches  add  marfhes^  fiUed  with 
fea-water  at  fpring-tides,  and  afterwards  evaporated  by  the 
heat  of  the  fun^  till  a  fine  fea-falt  is  formed. 

Ad  to  the  original  inhabitants  of  thefc  iflands,  there  arc  a 
variety  of  opinions  i  but  what  is  advanced  by  the  greater 
number  of  writers  as  the  moft  probable,  is  the  foBowkag, 
tho'  it  liJcewtfe  labours  under  diiKctilties,  which  are  too  ob- 
vioas  to  require  a  formal  refutation. 

Th£t  zt&  faid  to  have  been  exiles  from  Africa^  bani(hed 
hither  by  .the  Romans^  after  having  cut.  out  their  tongues^ 
for  havrng^Iafphemed  againil  their  gods,  of  the  Rtman  di« 
vinities  :  it  is,  however,  eonfefled,  hj  peribos  perfeftly  ac* 
q<aaioted  with  their  language,  that  it  has  not  tbeleaft  refem<^ 
blanee  or  affinity  other  to  theism  or  ArakiCy  nor  intteed 
would  it  be  eafy  to  conceive  how  parentSy  deprived  of  the  or* 
gan  of  ^ech,  fhonld  be  able  to  tranfisiit  the  lanrgaage  to  po 
fterity  ;  for  writing,  and  the  orthography,  could  never  teach 
the  found  of  the  dements,  or  be  able  to  rnxLCS^  any  certaft 
and  j&xed  ideas  to  the  dSiFerent  charaSers.  Me&ls  feys,  that 
aU  the  defcendaats  of  the  antient  iahafbitantSr'  {jpeak  the  fame 
language;  which,  however,  is  diverfified  into  a  variety  df. 
diflfereirt  dialefts.  They  were  doathed,  fays  the  fame  au- 
thor, in  hides  and  Ikins,  without  any  particular  rat  or 
faftuon*  Amidft  caves  and  rocks,  their  only  dwellings, 
they  lived  in  the  moft  intimate  friendftup  aiffd  happy  union. 
Their  language  varied  but  little  from  wlkt  is  now  fpofceiSi 
by  their  pofterity.  Their  food  was  the  fleftl  of  horned 
cattle,  dogs,  and  the  milk  of  goats.  They  m^de  adfo  a 
kind  of  pudding,  or  bread,  of  milk,  and  grinded  or  tritu- 
rated corn,  which  they  called  Goffiaj  and  now  ciommpon  in 
the  ifland  under  the  fame  name.  Nicols  has  frequently 
eat  of  ir,  and  jpraifes  it  a^  nourifeing  and  i^eafant  to  the 
palat(?. 

When 
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When  Cadamojlo  made  his  voyage  to  the  Canaries y  ^nno 
•1445,  the  Spajiiards  were  then  onl^in  pofleffion  of  the  four 
imailer  iflands  ;  the  reft  being  inhabited,  as  he  fays,  by  a  race 
of  idolaters,  whom  the  Spaniards  called  GuanchaSy  or  Guah- 
\ches ;  a  name  which  Linfchotefty  and  other  writers,  apply  to 
.their  d,efcend?nts.  In  number,  the  inhabitants  of  Canaria' 
iGran  amounted  to  9000,  and  of  Teneriffe  to  5000,  men,  wo- 
men, arid  children,  of  a  barbarous  nature  and  gigantic  fta- 
jture.  Polygamy  was  permitted  among  them,  every  man 
Jceeping  as  many  women  as  he  could  afford  to  maintain, 
•without  any  reftriftion  of  law  or  cuftom ;  and  they  fuckled 
their  children  with  the  milk  of  goats.  All  their  property 
was  in  common ;  that  is,  their  food  was  fo,  for  all  other 
property  and  riches  they  were  ftrangers  to.  The  earth  was 
'cultivated  and  ploughed  with  the  horns  of  bullocks ;  and  the 
fheep  (hoi-n,  and  their  beards  cut  with  whetted  flints  inflead 
of  iron  inftruments,  of  which  they  had  no  knowlege.  So 
much  did  they  deteft  the  notion  of  fhedding  human  blood, 
that,  notwithftanding  they  are  called  barbarous,  no  people 
on  earth  fhewed  more  humanity  in  this  particular ;  for  hav- 
ing taken  a  Spanijh  veffel,  the  crew  of  which  had  grofsly  in- 
iulted  them,  their  hatred  could  not  infpire  them  with  a  more 
rigorous  puniftiment  than  fetting  their  prifoners  to  watch 
their  flocks;  an  employment  which  they  efteemed  ignomi- 
nious and  mean.  But  this  excefs  of  rudenefs,  fays  our  au- 
thor, did  not  prevent  their  having  notions  of  futurity  ;  for 
each  community,  or  little  fociety,  had  always  two  chiefs  or 
idngs,  one  dead  and  the  other  living.  As  foon  as  any  of 
their  princes  died,  they  wafhed  his  body  with  the  greatefl: 
care,  and,  placing  it  ereft  in  a  cave,  they  put  a  fceptre  in 
his  hand,  with  two  jars  by  his  fide,  the  one  filled  witii  milk, 
the  other  with  wine,  as  the  neceffary  provifion  for  his  jour- 
ney ^. 

At  the  time  when  Cadamojlo  vifited  the  Canaries,  eaqh 
ifland  was  divided  into  a  number  of  different  kingdoms,  or 
rather  lordfhips,  of  which  Teneriffe  alone  contained  nine. 
The  wars  which  were  frequently  kindled  among  thofe  little 
ftates,  made  them  forget  the  natural  fentimentsof  humanity 
and  tcndernefs  peculiar  to  this  people,  and  fometimes  to 
carry  the  fury  of  revenge  to  the  utmoft  excefs,  till  the 
face  of  the  country  was  overfpread  with  carnage  and  blood. 
.Yet  were  their  weapons  the  moil  fimple  in  the  world,  con- 

^  Herbert,  p. 4.  Sprat's  Hift.  of  theRoyal  Society,p.  212, 
&  feq.  Peter  Martyr,  d.i.  p.  9.  Voy.  de  Cadamosto,  apud 
.JRanuf,  t,  i.  p.  98,  Davitv,  p,  72. 

fifting 
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iifting-of  ftoiieS,   and  two  kinSs  of  lances;  the  one  armed 
with  horn,  the  other  unarmed  wood,  but  pointed  and  hard- 
ened  in  the  fire.     To  protect  them  againft  the  fcorching 
beams  of  the  fun  in  the  hot  fcafons,  and  againft  the  incle- 
mency of  the  cold  in  their  winters,  they  anointed  their  bo- 
dies with  a  mixture  of  tallow  and  the  juice  of  certain  plants, 
which  tinged  thjeir  fkins  ^vith  all  manner  of  colours,  red, 
yellow,  and,  green  ;  and  women,  as  well  as  men,  made  ufe  of 
this  extraordinary  defence  and  ornament. , 
,     It  appeared  likewife,  that  each  ifland  had  its  particular 
mode  of  worfhip ;  nay,  that  the  different  little  ftates  within 
■thje  precinfts  of  the  fame  ifland  differed  both  in  the  form  of 
their  religion  and  government ;  altho'  within  the  fame  focie- 
ties  every  thing  wj^s  in  common,  religion,  cuftoms,  language, 
manners,  and  property  itfelf.     In  the  ifland  of  Teneriffe  alone 
there  were  no  lefs  than  ten  different  forts  of  idolatets  or  pa- 
gans ;  fome  worfhrpping  the  fun,  fome  the  moon,  and  the  refl: 
of  the  heavenly  bodies.     Polygamy,  as  we  have  faid,  was 
permitted  ;  but  the  virginity  of  the  bride  belonged  of  iSght 
to  the  chief;  and  both  fhe  and  the  bridegroom   thought 
themfelves  highly  honoured,  if  he  condefcended  to  confer  up- 
on them,  this  mark  of  his  regard,  and  to  claim  his  right. 
They  continued  long  after  the  conquefls  of  the  Spaniards^ 
-who  fuffered  them  to  have  their  own  lords  and  chiefs.     A 
barbarous  cuflom,  which  was  always  praftifed  upon  the  ac- 
cefGon  of  a  new  prince,  was  the  facrificing  a  certain  number  ^ 

of  young  perfons  .of  both  fexes,  in  honour  of  him,  and  to 
procure  bleffing?  upon  his  reign.  The  manner  of  perform- 
ing this  inhuman  ceremony  was  this  :  a  great  feaft  was  given, 
at.  fhe  clofe  of  which,  all  thofe  who  were  defirous  of  proving 
their  afFeftion  and  loyalty,  were  condufted  to  the  fummit  of 
a  fleep  rock,  whence,  after  pronouncing  certain  myfterious 
-words ,  and  going  through  a  number  of  abfurd  ceremohies, 
they  flung  themfelves  over  into  a  deep  valley  below,  and  were 
daflied  in  pieces  by  the  violence  of  the  fall.  In  reward  of 
their  loyalty,  the  prince  thought  himfelf  bound  in  duty  and 
gratitude  to  beflow  all  pofGble  marks  of  kindnefs  and  favour 
on  the  parents  of  the  infatuated  vidims;  a  circumflance 
which  renders, it  doubtful,  whether  thefe  young  perfons  did 
not  devote  their  lives  as  proofs  rather  of  filial  afFe(flion  than 
of  fidelity  to  their  fovereign.  Many  of  thefe  cuftoms  ftill 
remain  among  the  poflerity  of  the  Gitanches,  which  will  beft 
appear  by  relating  what  modern  travellers  have  obferved  up- 
on their  manners. 

The  natural  inhabitants  of  the  Canaries j  fay  they,  are 

ft  out  and  robufi:,  but   inferior  in  fize  and  flrength  to  their 

5  aiiceflors. 
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atideftors.  Their  complexion  is  neither  abfolutely  white  n<tf 
black,  but  a  kind  of  mixed  colour,  of  tavny,  trith  large  flat 
hofes.  They  are  of  a  lively  and  quick  genius,  alert,  a£tivc,* 
brave,  and  cunning;  mudi  addifted  to  war,  in  which  pafti* 
cular  they  differ  from  the  natural  difpofition  of  their  aocef* 
fors ;  <vho,  however,  from  cifctrrtiftances  of  policy,  were 
<)ffen  erigaged  in  \'yar.  They  afe  Hill  diftinguifhed  by  the 
S^dnia^Js  by  the  name  of  Gudnches ;  which  indeed  they  nteHt 
from  their  ftr i&  adherence  to  many  of  the  ciiftoms  and  man* 
ders  of  the  antieftts.  Qnci  quality  they  have  in  partictrlatr,  in 
comftion  with  their  gigantic  predeceffors ;  that  i^,  a  moft  vo- 
racious-appetite,  attd  a  iloftiach  fo  devouring,  that  it  iis  ufual " 
for  one  man  to  eat  up  at  a  meal  a  dozeii  df  rabbits  and  a 
kid ;  a  faft  we  are  fcarce  able  to  credit,  upon  the  authority 
of  all  thofe  writers  whom  th6  reader  will  find  cited  in  xbt 
margin  *. 

They  fpeak  but  little,  and  with  great  deliberatkm,  utter- 
ing their  words  between  theif  teeth  and  Fips ;  and,  befidek 
the  hnguage  of  the  country,  talk  Spanijh  fluently.  Doftor 
Sprat  relates,  that,  in  Teneftffe^  the  descendants  of  the  an* 
tient  Guanches  live  uptwi  grain  formed  into  cakes  with  milk 
and  honey ;  and  that  they  keep  their  fo6d  in  fkin-ponches, 
fufpended  to  their  belts  and  girdles  ;  in  which  they  likewife 
bake  them  in  the  fmoke.  Sortie  of  them  rigrdly  abftain  from 
wine^  and  cannot  be  prevailed  on  to  tafle  animal  food.  So» 
aftive  and  light  they  are,  that  they  run  up  and  down  moun- 
tains, aftd  fkip  from  rock  to  rock  with  aw  antadng,  but-ha- 
zardous, facility,  that  often  proves  fatal  to  the  unexperi- 
enced. In  all  thofe  kind  of  exploits,  they  ufc  a  pole  nine 
or  ten  feet  long,  with  which  they  affift  themfelves  in  leaping^ 
or  fliding  from  one  precipice  to  another,  and  in  breaking  off 
the  (harp  angles  of  rocks,  frequently  trufl^ing  themfelves  to 
a  ftep  not  three  inches  wide,  in  which  they  fix  their  toes^  and 
feem  to  hang  over  frightful  heights  and  precipices.  Sir  Ri- 
€hard  Hawkins  had  feen  them  climb  and  defcend  fleejps  and 
high  rocks  in  this  nianner,  and  by  a  method  equally  altonifhing 
and  frightful  to  the  beholder;  and  Doftor  Sprat  relates 
a  ftory  of  twenty-eight  natives,  whom  the  Spanijb  governor 
coihinitted  prifoners  to  a  caftle  of  a  prodigious  height,  where 
it  was  thought  impoffible  but  they  were  perfeftly  fecure« 
riowever,  they  found  means  to  get  over  the  walls,  and  de- 
fcended  the  fteep  and  rugged  precipices  with  a  boldnefs  and 

*  Doflor  Sprat,  p.  213.  Durette,  p.  74.  Voyage  de 
Herbert,  p.  5.  La  Croix,  t.  iv,  p.  670.  Prevost,  t,  iii.  p.  6. 
■Ca d  a  mosto,  apud  Ramuf.  v.  i,  p.  99.  cum  multis  aliis. 
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aftivity  altpgether  amazing  to  fuch  as  have  feen  the  fituation 
of  the  citadel.  The  fame  writer  adds,  that'  the  Canarians 
Jiave  a  very  extraordinary  method  of  whiftling,  which  m^y 
be  heard  at  the  diftance  of  five  miles  ;  a  faft  that  is  averted 
by  a  number  of  other  writers  Jijcewife,  who  affure  us,  that 
if  a  Guanch  whiftles  in  your  ear,  it  will  be  ,fome  days  before 
you  recover  the  \ife  of  that  organ^  fo  piercingly  loud  is  the 
Boife. 

The  learned  Pr.  Sprat  has  favoured  the  world  with  a  vg- 
yiety  of  curious  anecdotes  concerning  this  people :  among 
Others,  he  relates,  that  the  Guanches  ufe  ftones  in  all  their 
fights,  and  throw  them  with  a  power  equal  to  the  force  of  a 
Ipufket-ball.  Cadamojlo,  as  we  have  faid,  makes  the  fame 
f  emark  j  and  both  writers  agree,  that  they  haive  feen  thefe 
barbarians  fling  ftones  with  fo  certain  an  aim  as  to  hit  the' 
imalleft  mark  at  a  great  diftance,  and  with  fuch  force  as, 
with  a  few  blows,  to  penetrate  and  break  in  pieces  a  ftrong 
^fhield.  Uppn  the  firft  reduftion  of  thefe  iflands,  the  inha- 
bitants were  fo  expert  in  this  exercife,  that  a  fellow  under- 
took to  give  twelve  oranges  to  three  men,  and  keep  an  equal 
numbec^  with  which  he  would  hit  one  of  them  at  the  di- 
ftance of  one  hundred  paces,  at  every  throw ;  at  the  fame 
time  parrying  off  their  oranges  with  his  hand,  though  they 
pelted  him  ^s  thick  as  hail.  The  trial  wa?  made  by  order 
pf  the  Spani/h  governor ;  and  fucceeded  beyond  the  fellow's  - 
promifes,  to  the  great  admiration  of  all  the  fpeftators  7. 

The  chief  and  moft  confiderable  of  ^11  thefe  iflands  is 
Gran^Canaria^  which  is  honoured  with  the  refidence  of  a 
biibop,  and  has  an  inquifition  eftabliftied  in  it.  Here  alfo 
the  governor  pf  the  Canaries  has  hi§  paJace,  where  he  holds 
counts  of  juftice  for  the  deciding  of  differences,  redreiling  of 
grievances,  and  puniftiing  crimes.  At  prefent,  we  are  told, 
all  the  inhabitants,  both  Spaniards  and  natives  ofthis  ifland, 
are  of  the  Roman  catholic  religion.  At  firft,  indeed,  many 
of  them  fled  to  the  mountains,  to  avoid  the  pcrfecution  of  ' 
the  inquifitioq,  and  preferve  the  liberty  of  their  antient  reli- 
gipn ;  but  they  are  now  all  difperfed,  or  obliged  to  embrace 
thofe  notions  with  which  the  holy  fathers  chufe  to  impref^ 
their  minds.  They  are,  itmuft  be  owned,  but  forry  profc- 
^tes ;  /or  the  inquifition  gives  itfelf  but  very  little  trouble 
abput  the  fipcerity  of  their  profeilions,  as  long  as  they  arc 
implicitly  obedient  to  their  oppreffive  authority.  But  we  wilt 
not  enlarge  here  upon  their  general  manners  and  cuftoms,  as 
"W^  j(haU  B^  frequent  occafion  of  mentioning  them  in  qut 

y  DvR&TT£,p.  71.  Vidcetiam  Au^.citat.  ibid. 
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defcription  of  the  feveral  iflands,  which  go  under  the  generdl 
name  of  the  Canaries:  We  (hall  only  add,  that  the  go- 
vernment is  compofed  of  a  viceroy,  or  governor,  with  three 
auditors,  who  form  what  is  called  a  royal  audience  *. 

Palma  We  come  now  to  a  particular  defcription  of  each  ifland ; 

Ifland.  and  ftiall  begin  with  Palma^  the  moft  wcflward  and  diftadt 
from  the  continent  oi  Jfrica';  taking  them  in  a  regdkr  courfe 
as  they  lie  eiiftward.  This  ifland,  which,  according  to  Baf- 
hot  and  Davity^  was  antiently  called  Caprariay  lies  to  the 
north  north-weft  of  Ferro,  in  the  latitude  of  18  degrees  30 
minutes  north,  or,  by  the  maps  of  fome  Englijh  geographers, 
under  29  degrees  north  latitude,  and  1 8  degrees  weft  longi- 
tude from  London,  The  fame  writers  call  it  ten  leagues  in 
length,  kvzn  in  breadth,  and  about  twenty-fix  in  circuit ; 
tho*  fome  other  geographers  dcfcribc  it  of  a  circular  form 
nearly,  except  the  projedlion  of  one  angle  at  the  north-eaft 
end,  which  forms  a  kind  of  horn.  In  this  ifland  ftands  the 
burning  mountain  Capraria,  whence  the  ifland  had  its  name; 
tho'  other  writers  conjecture,  that  both  the  ifland  and  moun- 
tain were  fo  called  from  the  great  number  of  goats  bred 
here.  It  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  the  foil  is  fertile  in 
corn,  wine,  and  fugar-canes,  as  well  iis  in  fruits,  quadrupeds, 
and  birds  of  all  kinds.  Nuno  de  Pcnna  relates,  in  his  Hifta- 
rical  Memoirs  J  that,  on  the  I'^ihoi  November  1677,  a  little 
after  fun-fet,  there  was  a  violent  earthquake  felt  for  thirteen 
leagues  round  the  ifland,  attended  with  a  dreadful  noife,  that 
continued  without  intermiffion  for  five  days  ;  during  which 
the  earth  was  opened  in  horrible  gaps  in  feveral  places,  but 
chiefly  upon  the  mountain  of  GoatSy  or  Cafrariay  a  mile  and 
a  half  from  the  fea,  from  whence  ifliied  a  violent  fire  and 
fierce  flames,  which  vomited  up  great  ftones  and  large  pieceS 
,  of  rocks.  The  fame  thing  happened  in  feveral  of  the  adja- 
cent places  ;  and,  in  the  fpace  of  fifteen  minutes,  no  lefs 
than  twenty-eight  dreadful  gulphs  opened  round  the  foot  of 
the  mountain ;.  each  of  them  fpewing  up  flames,  fmoke,  and 
liquid  fire.  The  fame  author  adds,  that,  oh  the  20th  of 
November  following,  there  was  a  fecond  eruption  of  the 
mountain,  which,  in  the  fame  manner,  poured  forth  torrents 
of  melted  ftones  and  minerals,  which  run  for  the  diftance  of 
ieven  leagues,  where,  at  this  day,  large  heaps  of  cinders  are 
to  be  feen,  .All  the  neighbouring  lands  were  intirely  wafted, 
and  the  inhabitants  forced  to  quit  their  habitations. 

»  Davitv,  t.  v.  p.  iog.  Sprat,  ubi  fupra^  &Aii^.  citat.  in 
loc.  citat. 
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This  ifland  has  a  handfome  town  of  its  own  name,  and  a 
fafe  harbour,  well-frequented  by  the  {hipping  of  different  na- 
tions, which  come  hither  for  wines  ;  thefe  being  reckoned 
equal  to  Malmfey,  and  by  fome  thought  the  beft  of  any  pro- 
duced in  the  Canaries,  •  Thefe  wines,  and  particularly  what 
is  itiade  aC^  a  place  called  Brenin,  are  bought  up  with  avidity; 
and  of  this  laft  there  is  exported  to  the  ff^efi  Indies,  and  elfe- 
where,  at  leaft  1 2,000  pipes  a  year. 

The  next  ifland  is  Ferro,  fituated  about  two  leagues,  fays  Ferro. 
Prevqfi,  but,  fix,  according  to  other  Writers,  fouth  fouth- 
eaft  oi  Palma.  Barbot  and  Davity  affirm,  that  this  is  the  - 
fame  ifland  which  the  anticnt  geographers  called  Pluvialiay 
and  which  goes  under  the  name  of  Hiero  by  the  Spaniards'^ 
Fiero  by  tl^e  Portuguefe,  Ferro  by  the  Italians  and  EngJiJh, 
and  Vl/le  de  Fer  by  the  French.  Barbot  likewife  calls  it,  but 
raiftakenly,  the  moft  weflward  of  the  Canary  IJlands ,  though 
later  obfervations  have  proved  Palma  to  be  the  furthefl  weft. 
It  lies  under  27  degrees  north  latitude,  and  is  about  ten 
leagues  in  circuit  (E).  This  ifland,  according  to  Thevet, 
is  without  doubt  the  Ombra  Pluvialia .  of  Pliny  and  Solinus. 
It  has  fome  towns,  and  the  capital  is  adorned  with  a  church 
and  monaftery  dedicated  to  St.  Francis.  The  foil  is  dry  and 
barren,  attributed  to  the  fcarcity'of  water,  of  which  there 
is  not  a  drop,  except  what  is  found  in  fome  crevices  of  rocks 
near  the  Qiore.  But  this  deficiency  the  iflanders  fupply  by  a 
ftrange  and  miraculous  tree,  of  which  ftories  greatly  exceed- 
ing all  credit  are  related.  As  they  are  told  with  much  the 
fame  circumftances  by  almofl  all  voyagers,  it  would  be  an 
injuftice  to  our  readers  intirely  to  omit  them,  though  the 
credit  they  deferve  mufl  reft  upon  their  own  judgment,  as  it 
is  not  the  bufmefs  of  hiftorians^abfolutely  to  deny  fafts, 
-which  appear  fupernatural,  if  theyftand  at tefted  by  undoubt- 
ed and  univerfal  authority  and  afTent.  This  tree  the  Spaniards 
call  Santo,  from  its  extraordinary  qualities,  and  the  natives 
Caive.  The  top  of  it  is  always  covered  with  a  thick  cloud, 
except  in  the  heat. of  the  day,  when  it  feems  to  be  difpelled, 
which  drops  a  dew  that  diftills  down  the  leaves  and  branche$ 

(E)  This  ifland  is  rendered  the  firft  meridian  from  the  capi- 

famous  by   the  Frenc/j  naviga-  tal  of  their  own  country;  tho' 

tors,  who  fix  their  firft  meri-  this  leads  to  confufion  in  gene- 

dian  in  tHe  center  of  it,  as  the  ral  hiflories  and  geographical 

Dutch  have  done  theirs  through  works,  where  there  ought  to  be 

the  peak  of  Teneriffe.     At  pre-  one  fixed  and  eitublifhcd  ir.eri- 

fcnt,  however,  it  is  cuftomary  diun, 
among  geographers  to  reckon  ^ 

of 
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of  the  tree  in  drops  of  clear  water,  to  the  quantity  of  twenty 
tons  a  day.  This  water  is  received  in  a  dftern  of  ftone,  aboBf 
fix  feet  deep  and  twenty  feet  fquare,  ftanding  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  tree.  So  precious  is  the  Santo  tree  to  ^hc  inha- 
bitants, that  they  have  fccured  it  with  a  high  wall.  If  this 
cloud  (hould  fometimes  fail,  as  happens  occafionally  in  the 
month  of  Augnji^  then  Providence  lupplies  the  lofs  oi  it  by  a 
thick  vapour  that  rifes  from  the  fea,  and,  fpreading  itfelf  over 
,  the  Arbor  Santo,  is  received  in  form  of  a  dew  upon  the 
leaves,  and  difcharged  in  a  clear  fweet  water  by  the  bark  a^d 
branches  into  the  ciftern.  When  the  Spaniards  firft  arrive! 
here,  not  finding  a  drop  of  water  upon  the  ifland,  they  aflc- 
ed  the  natives  in  what  manner  they  fupplied  the  want  of  fo 
eflential  an  article  of  living  ;  and  were  told,  that  they  drefled 
all  their  provifions  in  the  rainy  feafons,  and  kept  as  much  of 
the  water  as  they  poffibly  could.  They  had  covered  the  tree 
with  canes,  earth,  and  other  materials,  hoping  to  oblige  the 
Spaniards  to  relinqnifli  their  conquell,  when  they  found  it 
wanted  water.  But  an  accident  deftroyed  the  efFefts  of  their 
artifice ;  for  a  woman,  who  had  granted  fome  favours  to  a 
Spaniard^  revealed  the  fccret  to  her  lover,  who  immediately 
gave  notice  of  it  to  the  commanding  officer.  In  a  word,  thas 
marvellous  tree  fupplies  not  only  the  inhabitants,  and  the 
animals  wUd  and  tame,  of  the  ifland  with  a  fufficiency  of 
frefti  water,  but  likewife  the  (hipping,  which  put  in  here  fcr 
that  purpofe  *.  It  is  defcribed  to  be  of  a  midding  ^ftaturc ; 
and  Lewis  Jackfouy  who  affirms  that  he  had  often  feen  it, 
compares  it  to  a  full-grown  oak.  Purcbas  fays .  it  is  of  the 
thicknefs  of  an  oak,  with  a  prodigious  flrong  bark„  and  leaves 
refembling  thofe  of  the  laurel,  but  fmaller.  It  bears  a  fruit, 
or  kernel,  inclofed  in  a  hard  (hell,  of  a  delick>us  tafte  aafl 
high  aromatic  flavour ;  but  whether  there  be  in  reality  fuch 
a  tree  or  not,  is  what  we  muft  leave  the  reader  to  detenaine, 
after  he  has  perufed  what  we  fliall  fubjoin  in  a  note  (F).  To 

thcfc 

■  La  Croix,  t.  iv.  p.  702.  P.  Mart.  d.  i.  p.  \z.  Hawkiws, 
ubifupra.  Durettb,  p.  71.  Dellek,  p.  67.  Linsch.  p.  177, 

BUKMAN,    p.  7.     PURCU.    1.  vili    C.  12,     PrSVOST,   t.  ill.    p.    22. 

NitoLS,  ibid'. 

(F)  There  is  not  a  voyager  afTcrts  the  exiftence  of  thf 
who  has  been  in  the  Canaries ^  a  Santo  tree,  except  Le  Main.  U 
geographer  that  defcrib^s  them,  'is  true,  that  their  relations 
or  a  natoralift  who  gives  a  phi-  vary  in  particulars ;  fome  dc» 
lofophical  account  of  the  pro-  fcribing  more  than  one  tree  of 
du^on  of  thefe  iflands,  but  this  genus,  others  giving  a  dif- 
ferent 
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**  Anticnt  Hiflory,  vol.  xviii. 
ubi  fupra. 

ferent  account  of  its  ftature.and 
tbe  quantity  of  water  obtained 
from  it;  but  no  onp,  befidea 
tb«  above  writer,  pretends  to 
queHion  the  reality  of  the  fad, 
Le  Maire,  indeed,  treats  the- 
whole  as  a  fiction ;  yet  his  own 
relation  is  fo  contradidlory,  that 
very  little  regard  is  to  be  paid 
to  a  writer,  who  is  a  philofo- 
pher  in  nothing  befides  his  in- 
credulity. When  this  gende- 
Inan  was  in  the  Canaries,  in 
1628,  he  made  all  poffible  in- 
quiry into  the  truth  of  the  fa6ts 
we  have  related.  In  one  place 
he  afferts,  that  all  the  natives  he 
had  talked  to  afTured  him  it  was 
a  mere  vulgar  error;  but  foon 
after  he  fpeaks  a  different  lan- 
guage, and  relates,  that  fevei-al 
of  the  Canarians-  believed  the 
fa£b,  and  airure4  him  that  the 
tree  had  a)i  the  qualities  afcrib- 
cd  to  it.  Now,  befides  the  in- 
conliilence  in  this  account  of 
Le  Maire'Sf  it  may  be  objeaed, 
that  'he  took  the  whole  of  his 
relation  from  the  natives  of 
Teneriffsi  for.  he  acknowleges 
his  never  having  b:en  ar  Ferro, 
or  converfed  with  one  of  the 
natives ;  whereas  many  of  the 
preceding  writers  had  been  eye- 
witnefles  of'wha^t  they  a(I<:rt; 
and,  in  particular,'  Jackfon^ 
whofe  relation  is  uniform,  1  n- 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XIV. 


p.  189.  Lins6h.  &  Auft  citat. 


fible,  and  confiftent ;  whkh  is* 
more  than  can  be  faid  of  te 
Mdire^s,  Sir  Richard  Haivkir.s 
had'likewife  feen  the  ^anto 
tree,  tho'  he  differs  in  fome 
circumftances  from  Jack/on  and 
Linfchoten.  Upon  ths  whole, 
we  cannot  rcafonably  reject  the 
accounts  of  thofe  perfons  who 
aifert .  fa£ls  froin  their  o.vn 
knovvlege,  unlefs  they  are  ab- 
furd,  or  that  we  have  deted.d^ 
them  in  fallhoods.  The  pre- 
fent  fa£l  may  be  embarraffed 
with  fome  difficulties ;  but  there 
is  no  proving  its  impoffibility ; 
nor  is  there  any  thing  in  it  fu- 
pernaiural  or  abfurd,  though 
Le  Maire  has  been  pie afed  to 
call  it  fo.  However,'  we  (hall 
leave  it  to  the  reader  to  judge 
for  hirafelf,  after  he  has  con- 
fulied  all  the  dbove  authori^ 
ties. 
.  We  muft  add,  in  fupport  of 
Le  Maire's  conje^fture,  that 
Barbot  has  fome  doubts  about 
the  truth  of  the  fadl,  though 
he  pretends  to  determine  no- 
thing. One  EngliJJy  compiler 
there  is,  we  mean  Boivsn  the 
geographer,  whoabfolutely  re-, 
jefts  it,  tho'  he  feems  to  have 
confuUed  but  fe*v  authorities, 
and  is  Mndeed  a  fervi'e  copier 
from  Le  Maire  and  Bar  hot. 
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Although  the  generality  of  writers,  and  particularly 
Lin/chotcn,  defcribe  this  ifland  as  perfcftly  dry  and  barren, 
yet  there  are  not  wanting  fome  who  affirm,  that  it  prodtices 
corn,  fugar-canes,  and  a  great  abundance  of  fruits  and 
plants ;  and  this  relation  is  corroborated  from  the  great  num- 
ber of  inhabitants,  and  the  large  flocks  of  cattle  which  cover 
the  face  of  the  country,  and  could  not  be  fupported  in  a  bar- 
ren ifland. 
Gomara  The  next  ifland  in  our  courfe  eaftward  is  Gomara,  lying 
Ifland.  under  the  28th  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  fouth-eaft  of 
Pahna.  Formerly  the  ifland  was  barren,  and  the  inhabit- 
ants barbarous ;  at  prefent  it  is  well-cultivated,  producing 
great  abundance  of  fugar-canes  and  wine.  Heylin  makes  it 
'  22  leagues  in  compafs,  and  eight  only  in  length  ;  adding, 
that  only  one  barbarous  cufl:om  remains  among  the  natives, 
which  is  the  having  women  in  common;  for  though  every 
man  marries  a  certain  woman,  whom  he  is  obliged  to  main- 
tain, yet  hechcarfuUy  lets  her  out  to  his  neighbour,  in  ex- 
change for  his  wife;  and  refufing  this  good-natured  adion 
would  be  reckoned  uncivil  and  felfifh :  whence  it  is  that  the 
filler's  fon  always  is  efteemed  heir  at  law,  there  never  being 
any  certaintj'  of  the  father.  Barbot  fays,  that  it  has  a  good 
haven,  and  a  town  of  the  fame  name,  though  the  ifland  was 
antiently  called  Theode.  Here  the  W^  India  Spanijb  flola 
flops  for  wines,  fruits,  and  the  other  produftions  of  the 
country;  among  which  the  San/ons  reckon  the  tree  that 
produces  the  Sanguis  Draconis.  The  whole  country  Js 
mountainous,  but  eafy  enough  to  travellers,  on  account  of 
made  roads,  which,  we  are  told,  are  exceeding  deep  and 
wide*. 
IJland  of  We  come  now  to  the  famous  ifland  of  Teneriffe^  which, 
Tene-  tho'  only  the  fecond  in  dignity,  may  be  looked  upon  as  the 
firfl:  of  the  Candries  in  point  of  extent,  wealth,  and  fertility. 
Formerly  it  was  called  Nivaria,  and  is  fuppofed  to  be  the 
ifland  of  that  name  mentioned  by  Pliny  the  elder ;  but  this 
opinion  is  difputed.  Sir  Edmund  Scorey  fays,  that  it  derived 
the  appellation  Nivaria  fronr  the  circle  or  collar  of  fnow  that 
furrounds  the  peak  of  Tenda,  now  called  the  peak  of  Tene* 
riffe.  This  lafl  name,  he  alleges,  was  impofed  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  Palma  ifland  ;  for  Tener,  in'  their  language,  figai- 
fics  fnow,  and  Effi^  a  mountain.  It  lies  under  27  deg.  30  min. 
north  latitude.  Prevojly  indeed,  fays,  that  the  fouth-end  of 
the  ifl,md  flaiids  almofl:  in  28  deg.  and  the  northern  extremity 
ia  28  deg.  40  min.  which  malces  more  than  the  difference  of  a 

«'  Vide  La  Croix,  ubi  fupra,  &  Au^  citat. 
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fifcgree  in  the  fituation.     The  form  is  triangular,  csctending 
itielf  ipto  three  capes,  the  heareft  being  about  eighty  leagues 
or  more  from  the  coaft  oi  Africa.     What  renders  this  ifland 
fo  famous  in  hiftory,  is  the  celebrated  peak,  of  whofe  height 
fo  many  marvellous  ftories  have  been  related,  and  which  Sea- 
liger  is  not  aflianied  to  call  60  miles,  Panicius,  who  lived  iii 
the  illand,  70, .  Tievet,  54,  Nicollsj  an  Engli/bman,  who  re- 
iided  fome  years  here,  47,  and  Farenius,  four  miles  and  five 
furlongs,  in  its  perpendicular  height.     All  the  other  writers, 
it  is  probable,  compute  by  the  oblique  afcent  of  a  perfon 
journeying  to  thefummit;  and  even  tbei^  their  relations  feem 
CKtravagant.     Sir  Thomas  Herbert  affirms,  that  the  top  is  feen 
at  the  diftance  of  120  miles  at  fea,  provided  the  weather  is 
clear ;   but  Sir  Edmand  Scorey  fays,  that,  from  the  bafe,  be- 
ginning at  the  town  of  Gofra  ChicOy  to  the  very  fummit,  i$ 
but  two  days  journey  and  a  half;  which,  in  faft,  is  not  equal 
to  one  day's  journey,  if  we  confider  that  travellers  lie  by  du- 
ring the  heat,  and  have  alfo  to  combat  with  fo  many  Aeep 
afcents,  that  their  pace  muft  be  exceeding  flow.     Although 
the  vertex  appears  (harp,  and  the  exaft  refemblance  of  a 
cone,  yet  it  is  flat  for  the  extent  of  an  acre  of  ground,  in 
the  centre  of  which  is  a  dreadful  volcano,  which  frequently 
breaks  out  into  flames,  fo  violent  as  to  fliake  the  whole  ifland 
with  an  incredible  force.    In  the  year  1704,  there  happened 
the  moft  alanmnginftance  of  this  that  had  ever  been  known. 
The  earthquake  began  the  24th  of  December^  and,  in  the 
fpace  of  three  hours,  twentyriiine  fliocks  were  felt.     After 
this,  they  became  fo^violent  as  to  rock  iall  the  houfes  on  their 
foundations,  and  oblige  the  inhabitants  to  abandon  them. 
The  conflernation  became  univerfal,  and  the  people,  headed 
by  the  biflnop,  made  proceflions  and  public  prayers  in  the 
open  fields.     On  the  31ft,  a  great  light  was  obferved  on 
Manjay  towards  the  white  mountains.     Here  the  earth  open- 
ed, and  two  volcanos  were  formed,  which  vomited  up  fuch 
heaps  of  flones  as  formed  two  confiderable  mountains  ;  and 
the  combuftible  matter,  which  ftill  continued  to  be  thrown 
up,  kindled  above  fifty  fires  in  the  neighbourhood.     In  this 
fituation  things  remained  till  the  fifth  of  January^  when  the 
fun  was  totally  obfcured  by  the  clouds  of  fmoke  and  flame, 
which  renewed  and  augmented  the  confiernation  and  terror 
of  the  people.     Before  night,  the  whole  country,  for  three 
leagues  round,  was  laid  in  flames  by  the  flowing  of  liquid 
fire,  with  the  rapidity  of  a  torrent,  into  all  quarters,  the 
efFefts  of  another  volcano,  which  had  burft  open  at  leafl:  in 
th\tty  different  gulphs,  within  the  circumference  of  half  a 
mile,  towards  Oratavia.    What  greatly  increafed  the  horror 
'      G  g  2  oi 
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of  the  fcenc,  was  tbe  viokace  of  the  earthquake,  whidi 
never  once  remitted,  but  (hook  with  its  fofce  Ibme  houfes 
into  ruins,  and  kept  others  tottering  upon  their  foondatiQOSy 
while  the  miibrable  inhabitants  were  driven  defeuceleis  and 
difmayed  into  the  open  fields,  ^here  they  every  mom^t  ex- 
pefted  to  be  fwailowed  up  by  fome  new  galph.  Tbe  noifc 
of  the  volcano  ^vas  heard  twenty  leagues  at  fca ;  and  it  is> 
credibly  attefted,  that  the  fca  fhook  at  that  diftance  with  fuch 
violence,  as  alarmed  the  mariners,  who  imagined  tbe  ihlphad 
Aruck  Upon  a  rock,  till  the  continuance  of.  the  motion  gave 
them  the  firft  intimation  c^  what  it  really  was.  A  torrent  of 
fulphur,  and  the  melted  ore  of  miiiei^,  ruflicd  forth  from 
this  laft  volcano  towards  Cuwzar;  the  houl^s  and  public 
buildings  of  this  town  were  thrown  down  by  the  viokqce  of 
the  accompanying  Ciirthquake.  On  the  fecond  of  February, 
another  volcano  broke  out  in  the  town  of  Guimar^  which 
fwailowed  up,  and  intirely  annihilated^  a  large  church.  Thus, 
from  the  24th  of  December  to  the  23d  of  February^  the  iQ' 
habitants  were  kept  in  conftant  alarms  by  coatiuued,  ihocks 
of  earthquakes;  and  by  terrible  yolcanos  breaking  out  la 
different  quarters  of  the  iiland.  The  late  unhappy  caia* 
Ilrophe  at  Lifhon  renders  ftich  accounts  more  familiar,  but  not 
lefs  curious;  we  have  therefore  extiaited  it>  as  we  find  it  fX- 
plicitly  related  by  Martiniere, 

To  return  to  the  peak  of  7'etier'^c,  the  following  pcktiiw, 
which  we  find  in  Spraf^  Hijibry  of  ike  Royal  Sociciy,  siay 
not  be  Uiieiuertaining-  it  con  fills,  of  the  journal  fiid  re- 
marks of  fome  Fnglijb  merchants,  who  had  refolved  to  eau- 
mine  this  prodigious  mountain  to  the  very  fujEnmit.'  Tbefe 
genrlemen,  having  provided  themfelves  with  all  the  i^^oefla* 
ries  for  fuch'  a  journey,  fct  out  on  horfeback  from  Oraiavia, 
a  fea-port  on  the  weft  fide  of  .the  peak.  "  After  pailifig 
•*  over  feveral  bare  mountains  and  barren  fandy  pbins,  they 
**  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  peak,  where  all  the  grotmd  is 
**  iuggcd,  and  filled  with  large  ftones,  that  feena  to  have 
**  tumbled  from  fome  higher  fituatioi).  Whca  they  afcended 
''*  the  peak  about  a  mile,  they  were  forced  to  quit  their 
**  horfes,  and,  tho*  the  air  was  mild  in  tbe  day,  yet  was  it  fa 
"  {harp  and  cold  after  fun-fet,  that  they  were  under  the  nc- 
•'  ccffiry  of  keeping  great  fires  all  the  night.  Erona  thence, 
"  that  is,  from  the  black  rcck3>  which  ftattd  at  the  diftance 
**  of  a  mile  from  the  bottom,  they  proceeded  to  the  Sttgar- 
"  Loaf,  or  the  confcal-  part  of  the  mountain,  travelling  m  a 
**  white  fand,  extremely  difagreeable  from  the  refleftion  of 
**  the  fun  upon  the  eyes.  When  they  mounted  the  top  of 
*'  the  peak,  they  found  a  ftrong  wind,  aad  coatisurai.broath- 
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^  ing  of  a  hot  fulphureotis  vapour,  which  fcorched  their 
**  faces,  aad  rendered  refpiration  difficult;  tho'  this  Lift  elfeft 
•* '  might  poffibly  be  owing  to  the  rarefaftioii  of  the  atmo- 
*•  iphcre  in  fo  great  a  height.  The  place  on  which  they 
**  flood  was  about  a  yard  wide,  and  formed  the  brink  of  a 
**  volcano  called  the  Demi's  Cauiclrofir^vhkh  they  judged  to 
**  be  a  muikct-ftiot  over^  and  about  forty  yards  deep,  c^  a 
•*  conical  form,  hollow  within,  and  covered  above  with  fmall 
•*  lode  ftones,  mixed  with  fand  and  fulphur,  fr9m  w^ch 
•*  iflixed  a  hot  fufTocating  fteam.  They  defcended  about  five 
*^**  yards  into  this  gulph ;  but,  finding  their  feet  flipped,  they 
**  ^^ere  afraid  of  venturing  further;  tho'  fome  travellers,  we 
**  are  told,  have  gone  quite  to  the  bottom.  All  round' the 
**  inoitth  of  the  volcano,  they  obferved  a  pure  fulphur  adher- 
**  ing  to  the  (Vones,  in  chryftals  like  fait.  From  the  top  of 
**  the  peak  they  could  eafily  difcern  the  illands  of  GGmnra, 
**  Palma,  Gran-Canaria,  and  Ferro ;  tho'  this  laft  be  above 
•*  twenty  leagues  diftant ;  the  chanel  feparating  them,  tho' 
**  more  than  ten  leagues  over,  appearing  about  the  breadth 
^  of  an  ordinary  river.  When  the  fun  appeared,  the  fliadow 
**  of  the  mountain  feemfed  to  cover  not  only  the  iflands  TV- 
*'  fieri ffe  and  Grand  Canary,  but  even  the  fea  to  the  very  ho^ 
*•  fizon,  where  the  fuitimit  of  the  Ihadow  had  the  appear- 
**  ance  of  turning  up,  and  cafiing  its  difk  into  the  air. 
^'  Sometimes,  efpecially  during  the  north-weft  winds,  the 
**  clouds  hang  over  and  wrap  themfelves  about  the  peak ; 
••  whence  the  natives  certainly  prognofticate  an  approaching 
**  ftorm.  On  the  top  are  fevetal  excellent  f  prings  of  water  ;*' 
Ibtit  the  authors  probably  mean  on  the  tops  of  the  other 
iBoantains;  for  all  writers  agree  that  the  top  or  fummit  of 
-the  peak  produces  none.  "  The  fondy  path  to  the  foot  of 
^  the  peak  is  fteep,  almoft  to  a  perpendicular.  Here  alfo  is  a 
•*^cave  ten  yards  deep  and  eight  wide,  into  which  they 
**  fwung  down  by  a  rope  held  by  their  fervants  at  the  mouth, 
*•  till  they  came  to  a  bank  of  fnow.  This  expedient  they 
**  were  forced^  to  ufe,  becaufe,  in  the  center  of  the  bottom  of 
**  this  cave,  was  a  well,  the  furfaceof  which  was  funk  about 
_**  a  yard  lower  than  the  fnow ;"  but  we  don't  fee  the  neceflity 
oir  ufe  of  this  expedient,  on  account  of  the  well  at  the  bot- 
tom, unlefs  it-was  to  prevent  their  plunging  in.  "  They 
**  were  of  opinion  that  this  well  did  not  rife  from  a  fpring, 
•  **  but  confifted  of  melted  fnow,  which  was  gently  diftilled 
^*  down  the  rock.  From  their  obfervation,  the  whole  height 
^'  of  the  mountain,  from  the  bafe  to  the  fummit  of  the  peak, 
•*  was  two  leagues  and  ahalf  ;*'  which  agrees  partly  with  Sir 
Ed-ward  Scorey's  relation.  **  In  many  pf  the  paths  they  ^ 
-  '  ^  G  g  3  "  took, 
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"  took,  no  trees,  flirubs,  or  plants,  except  pines,  met  the, 
"  eye,  and  a  kind  of  plant  refembling  broom,  which  naw- 
**  and-then  (hot  np  among  the  white  fands.  On  the  other 
"  fide  of  the  mountain,  where  they  pafled  the  night,  they 
•*  found  another  plant,  the  trunk  of  which  was  about  half 
**  a  foot  thick ;  the  ftem  fhoots  out  to  the  height  of  d^ 
**  feet,  growing  in  regular  fquares,  and  rifmg  from  the 
"  ground  like  the  tuffis  of  rufties,  on  the  edge  of  whid 
**  grow  finall  red  berries,  containing  a  poifonous  juice,  it- 
**  lembling  milk,  with  this  extraordinary  quality  of  nwiing 
**  the  hair  drop  oS  the  body.  It  is  faid  that  this  plant  is 
**  i*pread  over  the  ifland ;  and  that  the  natives  have  inefe< 
"  tually  attempted  to  exterminate  it  (H)." 

Such  is  the  account  inferted  in  our  Piilo/o^hical  Troj^ 
actions,  that  has  been  quoted,  tranfcribed,  and  tranflated  bf 
fo  many  compilers  and  hiftorians,  tho*,  in  our  opinion,  to 
very  little  purpofe,  as  it  is  fcarce  intelligible,  and,  as  far  ask 
can  be  underftood,  extremely  imperfe^l  in  all  thofe  partiai< 
lars  which  ought  to  gain  the  attention  of  a  fpeculative  reader. 
We  have  quoted  it  at  large,  that  the  reader  may  fee  whatd^ 
gree  of  credit  is  due  to  thofe  writers  who  have  praifcd  this  as 
.a curious  and  complete  account. 

As  it  is  prefumed  few  perfons  will  remain  fatisfied  widi  the 
above  relation,  we  will  fubjoin  fome  particulars  from  M 
truly  curious  account  of  Sir  Edmund  Scorey.  This  gentfe- 
man  obferyes.  that  almoft  the  whole  mountain,  to  that 
part  of  it  diflingui(hed  by  the  name  of  the  Pgak^  is  beand- 
fully  adorned  with  trees  of  various  kinds,  and  the  talleft  per- 
haps that  any  country  on  the  globe  can  produce.  Amidft 
thefe,  little  rivulets  come  tumbling  down  the  rocks,  wMdi 
add  to  the  beauty  of  the  landfchape.  He  obferves,  that,  at 
the  very  fummit  of  the  peak,  and  near  the  bottom  of  die 
mountain,  the  air  is  infupportably  hot,  but  extremely  temp^ 
rate,  if  not  cold,  about  the  middle  of  the  height.  The  pro- 
per feafons  for  making  this  journey  are  the  fummer-months; 
for,  in  the  winter,  the  torrents  of  melted  fnow  and  rain  fc 
fwell  the  rivulets  as  to  render  it  imprafticable.  He  iayslik^ 
wife,  that  the  beft  hours  for  travelling  are  from  midnight  t» 
fun-rifei  To  a  fpeftator  on  the  top  of  the  peak,  the  fun,' 
whenTiflng,  appears  fcarce  half  the  dimenfions  it  feems  to 
have  to  a  fpeftator  placed  on  the  lower  grounds.  It  like- 
wife  appears  to  the  eye  as  forming  a  fiery  circle,  like  that 
made  by  a  coal  of  fire  whirled  round.     Nothing  can  be 

(H)  We  have  rcafon  to  believe  this  plant  to  be  a  fpecies  of  the 
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more  ferenc,  clear,  and  beautiful,  than  the  morning  fky, 
while  the  plaiQs  Mow  feem  to  be  fringed  with  fnow,  which, 
in  faft,  is  nothing  more  than  the  white  clouds,  above  which' 
you  are  mounted  feveral  furlongs.  All  the  top  of  the  moun- 
Xaia  is  perfe«fHy  bairen,  owing  perhaps  to  the  quantity  of  vi- 
trified ftones  and  flints  vomited  but  by  the  volcano,  and 
fpread  over  all  this  part  of  the  peak.  What  merits  notice 
.  is^  that  veins  of  brimftone  can  be  traced  amidft  the  congealed 
(now,  as  if  the  two  moft  oppofite  element?  in  nature  were 
hew^combined.  If  a  great  ftone  be  thrown  into  the  volcano/ 
1%  tumbles  down  with  a  hoilow  and  dreadful  noife  like  thun-  • 
der.  This  is  the  gulph  defcribed  by  the  correfpondepts  of 
the  Royal  Society,  called  by  xh^  Spaniards  the  DevWs  Cfajtl- 
dron^  Six  Edmund  Scorey  fays,  that  the  Guanches  looked  upon 
this  as  the  future  refidence  of  the  wicked,  where  they  received 
the  puniftiment  pf  their  crimes,  by  being  fteep«d  in  liquid 
burning  lulphur;  while  the  good  men  pafTed  into  the  plea- 
iant  valley  of  Zog-i/wa  beneath,  to  add,  by  their  felicity,  to 
jthe  torments  of  the  others  ;  there  being  no  greater  punifli- 
ment  to  vice  than  the  having  bleffings  in  view,  of  which  they 
are  doomed  never  to  participate. 

Dr.  Sprat  relates,  from  a  phyfician  who  had  lived  twenty 
j^ears  upon  this  ifland,  the  following  ingenious  theory,  which 
^  he  founded  upon  a  great  number  of  obfervations.  This 
gentleman  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  ifland  of  Teneriffcy 
being  flrongly  impregnated  with  fulphur,  had  formerly  taken 
fire  through  every  quarter,  there  appearing  huge  mountains 
of  calcined  ftones  in  all  parts  of  the  ifland,  efpecially  in 
the  fouth-weft  fide,  which  he  imagii>es  were  vomited  up 
from  the  bowels  of  the  earth  at  this  general  conflagra- 
tion. He  adds,  that  the  greateft  quantity  of  fulphur  lying 
about  the  center  of  the  ifland,  occafioned  the  railing  of  the 
peak  to  its  prefent  extraordinary  height;  for  thefe  calcined 
rocks  lie  for  three  or  four  miles  round  its  bottom :  That 
from  the  peak  to  the  fouth-weft,  almoft  as  far  as  the  ftiore, 
are  ftill  to  be  feen  the  chanels  made  by  the  rivers  of  brim- 
ftone and  melted  ore,  that  ruflicd  down  with  fuch  impetup- 
fity  as  to  cover  all  the  adjacent  country,  and  render  it  ever 
fince  perfeftly  barren  and  ufelefs :  That  fome  of  the  calcined 
rocks  refemble  filver,  fome  iron,  and  others  copper  ore :  That 
in  the  fouth-weft  part  of  the  ifland  are  high  mountains,  of -a 
bluifti  earth,  and  ftones  which  have  a  yellow  ruft  on  them, 
like  that  of  copper  and  vitriol ;  and  that  here  are  feveral 
fprings  ftrongly  impregnated  with  vitriol.  The  fame  natu- 
ralift  informs  us,  that,  during  his  refidence  at  Teneriffcy 
there  happened  an  eruption  of  a  volcano  on  the  ifland  of 
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Palma^  which  occafioned  a  violent  earthquake  in  Tener^^ 
and  terrified  the  inhabitants  with  a  roUiog  dreadful  noife, 
ftrongly  refembUng  dillant  thunder.  Such  is  the  account  of 
the  famous  peak  of  Tenertff^e  given  by  this  gentleman,  which 
^  be  reduces,  and  with  fecming  rcafon,  to  two  miles  perpen- 
dicular height  from  the  furface  of  the  futrouading  ocean. 

As  to  the  reft  of  the  ifland,  it  is  defcribed  in  the  fdlow- 
irig  manner  by  the  accurate  Scoreyy  whofe  relation  furpafles 
in  minutenefs  all  the  accounts  ever  received  ofTeneriffe.  ■ 

THE.iflaad  o^  Tenerrffe  is  divided  in  the  middle  byarSlge 
of  mountains,  which  have  been  compared  to  the  roof  of  a 
church,  the  peak  forming  the  fpire  or  fteeple  in  the  center. 
Score}'  fiiys,  'that,  if  you  divide  it  into  twelve  parts,  ten  of 
tKtfe  conliil. of  rocks,  woody  and  inacceffible  mountains,  and 
vineyards ;  and  yet,  from  the  fmall  remainder  of  arable  ground, 
he  has  fccn  two  hundred  and.  fifty  thoufand^<i«rtr^<?j  of  wheat, 
befides  immenfc  quantities  of  rye  and  barley,  produced  (I), 
Kothing  can  be  more  delicately  rich  than  the  foil,  if  the  Spa- 
niards knew,  or  would  take  the  trouble  of  properly  cuM- 
vating  it ;  for,  befides  the  abundance  in  which  it  bears  grain, 
fruits,  and  roots,  it.comqiunicates  to  them  a  peculiar  favour 
/  and  elegance,  unknown  in  other  countries  under  the  fame  pa- 
rallel. The  beft  vineyards  are  about  Buena-vifta,  Oratavia^ 
Dante,  and  Tiguefta^  which  produce  two  forts  of  wine,  the 
yidgniii  and  Malvefia^  or  Malmfey.  The  firft  is  extrafted 
from  a  Jong  grape,  and  is  a  dull  heavy  wine,  greatly  infe- 
fior.to  the  other,  which  is  drawn  fi*om  a  large  round  grape 
in  fuch  quantities  as  to  be  exported  to  all  the  corners  of  the 
world,  and  every- where  greatly  efteemed.  Great  ftcrc  of 
the  fineft  melons,  pomgranates,  citrons,  figs,  oranges,  lemons, 
^Imonds,  dales,  honey,  wax,  and  fome  filk,  equS  to  that  of 
Florence  or  Naples y  are  raifed  here ;  and  the  laft  article  might, 
with  fome  pains  and  a  fufficient  number  of  mylberry- trees, 
l^e  cultivated  to  the  higheft  advantage. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  ifland  are  found  abundance  of 
wood  and  water.  The  cedar,  cyprefs,  and  bay-tree,  the  wild 
plive,  maflick,  and  favine,grow  here  fppntaneoufiy,  as  well  as 
^palnis  and  pines,  which  flioot  up  to  a  prodigious  height.  In 
travelling  horn  Oratavia.to  CiirachicOy  you  pafs  through  a 
forfft,  which  perfumes  the  air  at  a  great  -diftancewith  its 
odorlicrouri  flavour ;  and  thefe  fweet  woods  are  fo  plenty, 

(H   Four  Har::c^:e5  end  a  half  arc  equal  to  one  quarter  Englip 

me cjfu re  t. 
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that  of  .than  are  made  all  the  wine-caflcs  and  common  ntett' 
ills,  Befides  the  tall  ftrait  pine,  there  is  another  with  a 
fpreading  top,  like  an  Englijh  oak,  which  the  natlvcfs  call  the 
Amwrtai  Tree,  for  its  durability,  whether  in  the  water  or 
open  air.  This  wood  is  red  as  Brqfil  wood,  hard  as  ebony, 
but  tefs  un^hrons  than  the  other  pine.  The  free  grows  to 
fo  extraordinary  a  fize,  that  the  Spaniards  confidently  afTert, 
that  the  boards  cut  out  of  one  tree  only  Qovered  the  church  ^^  - — 
I^s  Remedios  in  the  city  q(  Laguna,  tho'it  be  eighty  feet  in 
length,  and  half  as  much  in  breadth;  a  figure  probably 
meaning  no  more  than  ftrongly  to  exprefs  the  incredible  bulk 
of  the  Immortal  Tree.  But  the  moft  beautiful  and  extraor- 
dinary produftion  ©f  Teneriffe  is  tiie  Draco  tree,  which  grows 
to  an  immenfe  ftature,  all  the  branches  clinging  and  entwin- 
ing in  pairs  at  the  top,  like  the  Mandragora.  Theftf 
branches,  Scorey  obferves,  greatly  reftmble  a  man's  arms  in 
ihape  and  fmoothnefs ;  from  the  extremity  of  which  grow 
leaves  two  feet  in  length,  of  the  exa6l  form  of  fedges.  The 
Draco  wood  is  of  no  value,  as  it  is  pithy,  and  applied  to  no 
other  ufe  but  bee-hives.  Towards  the  full-moon,  it  exfudes 
a  gum  of  the  colour  of  vermilion,  which  the  Spaniards  call 
Sangre  de  Draco,  more  aftringent  and  medicinal  than  the 
Sanguis  Draconis  imported  from  India  and  other  places  ; 
but  whether  fince  Scorey's  time  this  tree  has  been  cultivated; 
and  this  drug  raifedto  an  article  of  commerce,  is  what  we 
EO-wherefind;  nor  do  the  (hops  diftinguifli  any  particular  - 
kind  of  it  by  the  name  of  Canary  Dragon's  Blood. 

The  language  of  the  Gudnches,  fays  the  fame  writer,  has 
a  great  affinity  to  that  fpoke  by  xht  Moors  of  Barbary ;  and 
yet  we  are  aflured,  that  it  bears  no  refemblance  to  the  y^ra- 
tic.     It  ftill  is  preferved  in  all  its  purity  by  the  defendants  of  • 
thok  Guanches  inhMtlng  the  town  of  Crrnde/ariuy  whicli,  in 
faft,  is  wholly  compofed  of  this  people.     Belancciirt,  who 
conquered  this  country,  afferts,  as  we  have  feen,  that  they 
were  all  pagans ;  notwithftanding  which,  Scorey  aiVurts  us,         ^ 
that  tbey  acknowleged  a  fupreme  Being,  whom  they  worfhip- 
ped  'Under  the  different  names  of  Jchuhurnhan,  j^cfnihttcu- 
mar^  and  y^chqunya-Nerax;  expreffing  by  thefe  names  the  at- 
tributes of  fublime,  powerful,  and  the  author  and  preferver 
of  all  things  that  exifl.     When  they  wanted  rain,  or  had  fea- 
fons  otherwife   unfavourable,    they  brought    their    fheep, 
lambs,  and  gpts, '  to  feme  place  of  worfliip,  imagining,  that, 
by  their  plainkve  bleating,  they  would  move  into  compaffion 
the  mind  of  the  Dtity ;  and,  to  fct  them  a-bleating,  they  al- 
ways fepirated  the  young  from  their  datn?.     We  have  fcen 
..   that  they  were  not  dciiituic  of  cerutlu  ,graii;  notions  of  a  fn- 

tui*c 
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mre  ftate^  from  their  placing  the  reCdeDce  of  the  >vretched 
ia  the  volcano  on  the  top  of  the  peak;  and  Scorey  further 
aflfures  us,  that  they  .had  fome  idea  of  the  devil,  to  whom 
they  gave  the  name  of  Guayotta^  intimating  his  malignant 
corrupt  difpofition ;  but  he  never  obferved  that  they  .were  in- 
clined to  hold  any  communication  with  this  evil  fpirit,  or 
to  pay  him  any  kind  of  worflup  or  adoration. 

In  civil  affairs,  they  were  not  without  certain  laws  tind  re- 
gulations. They  had  kings,  whofe  fovereignty  they  ac- 
knowleged,  and  to  whom  they  renewed  their  fealty  upon 
marriage.  The  right  of  inheritance  was  adjufted  to  the  ex- 
clufion  of  baftards ;  and  the  number  of  their  laws  was  defi- 
nite, and  indeed  fmall ;  but  they  obeyed  them  with  that  re- 
fpeA  and  veneration,  which  could  not  be  paid  to  a  multipli- 
city of  ordinances,  which  always  diminifties  their  weight 
and  authority.  The  Guanches  were  feniible  of  this ;  aud 
therefore  lefler  crimes  were  left  to  the  provinces  of  religion 
and  morality.  Shame  was  the  only  punifliment .  of  flight 
offences,  and  that  irkfome  feeling  which  ever  accompanies 
the  fenfe  of  doing  wrong.  Tbeir  monarchs  had  no  other 
palaces  than  thofe  nature  had  cut  out  of  the  rocks»  ihaped, 
•  perhaps,  by  art,  into  fome  degree  of  convenience.  The  royaL 
caves  are  to  this  day  eafily  diftinguiflied,  by  the  number  of 
apartments  for  the  accommodation  of  the  houfhold. 

For  a-  long  time,  the  ifland  of  Teneriffe  was  governed,  we 
are  told  by  Scorey ^  by  one  king,  who  was  diftinguilhed  by 
the  name  of  Adexe,  In  a  courfe  of  years,  the  auldren  of 
the  monarch  confpiring  ^inA  him,  divided  the  ifland 
among  themfelves  into  nine  provinces,  each  governed  by  one 
of  the  brothers.  Hence  proceeded  the  civil  wars  we  have 
mentioned,  which  prevailed  not  only  here,  but  in  all  the  other 
iflands,  parcelled  out  in  the  fame  manner  into  petty  royal- 
ties. 

They  had  an  eftablifhed  form  of  marriage,  conflfling  in 
.  a(king  the  confent  of  the  maid  or  widow's  parents,  in  a  cer- 
tain ceremonious  way.  This  and  the  woman's  wcr©  all  tha,t 
law  oc  cuftom  required,  previous  to  confummation ;  nor 
were  they  more  fcrupulous  in  repudiating  them.  To  ob- 
jtain  a  lawful  divorce,  nothing  more  was  neceflary  than  the 
diflike  of  the  parties ;  but  if  they  happened  afterwards  to 
agree,  they  might  come  together,  with  this  provifo,  that  the 
children  of  the  fecond  union  fhould  be  rendered  illegitimate, 
and  incapable  of  inheriting ;  a  rcflri£tion  thnjt  made  parents 
more  cautious  of  feparating  upon  every  difguft.  Kings  alone 
were  exempted  from  this  law ;  for  they  might  repudiate  arid 
take  back  tlieir  queens,  without  prejudice  to  the  younger 
*  children  j 
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children ;  'nay,  kings  were  even  permitted  to  efpoui^  their 
fifters.  When  a  child  was  born,  it  was  cuftomary  immedi* 
ately  to  baptize  him ;  and  the  form  was  to  call  in  a  neigh- 
bouring girl,  who  was  to  pour  water  over  the  infant's  head, 
repeating  at  the  lame  time  fome  myfterious  words  :  by  thid 
aft  the  godmother  became  fo  clofely  allied  to  the  family,  that 
law  prohibited  her  marrying  into  it. 

YouNC  men  had  certain  appointed  cxercifes  to  ftrengthea 
and  invigorate  them ;  fuch  as  throwing  the  dart,  running, 
leaping,  railing  great  weights,  or  throwing  large  ftones  ; 
jeats  of  ftrcngth  in  which  they  glory  and  delight  to  thi^ 
day.  Virtue,  chaftity,  and  the  moft  punftilious  honour 
with  refpeft  to  the  fair  fex,  were  in  fo  high  repute,  that  it 
.was  an  inviolable  law,  never  known  to  be  infringed,  that  ati 
violences  and  affronts  offered  to  women  fhould  be  punifhed 
with  death  :*  and  fuch  was  the  natural  virtue  and  fimplicity 
of  thefe  barbarians,  that  even  the  rudeft  foldiers  and  fierceft 
Toung  people  obeyed  the  diftates  of  their  own  minds,  with 
more  rigour  than  all  the  feverity  of  the  law  could  exaft. 

The  Guanches  of  Teneriffe^  in  particular,  were  well-made, 

.  handfome,  and  robuft ;  nay,  in  general,  of  a  gigantic  fta- 

ture..    There  was,  in  Scorey*s  time,  the  Ikull  of  one  of  them 

to  be  feen  in  the  fepukhre  of  the  Guimar  kings,  which  had 

eighty  teeth,  and  the  Ikeleton  of  the  body  meafuring  fifteen 

'feet ;  but  Scorey  does  not  pretend  that  he  had  feen  it ;  and  it 

•  is  probable  it  was  little  more  than  the  tradition  of  the  natives, 
who  might  have  fuch  tales  of  .their  anceftors  as  are  common 
among  the  vulgar  of  all  countries.  We  are  the  more  con* 
firmed  in  this  opiniod,  becaufe  a  fenfible  gentleman  of  the 
faculty,  after  refiding*  twenty  years  in  the  illand,  had,  with 

-  the  utmoft  difficulty,  accefs  to  the  fepulchral  caves.  This 
is  a  favour  fcarce' ever  granted,  and  not  attempted  without 
leave,  but  at  the  rifque  of  one's  life.     He  obtained  permif- 

•  fion,  and  was  even  condufted  to  the  tombs,  in  confequence 
of  the  efleem  of  the  people,  which  he  had  gained  by  feveral 
fervices  he  had  done  for  them  in  the  way  of  his  profeffion. 
The  following  ftory,  which  he  relates,  feems,  howe\^er,  to 

•  corroborate  the  teftimony  of  *yc(?r^j/.     Several  gentlemen  be- 
.  ing  one  day  employed  in  hunting  a  rabbet,  the  little  animal 

run  into  a  cave,  and  was  purfued  by  one  of  the  company, 
who,  upon  entering  *  in  a  hurry,  was  terrified  with  the  fight 
of  a  corpfe  of  a  gigantic  llature.  His  cries  alarmed  the  com- 
pany ;  but,  before  their  arrival,  rccollefting  that  it  was  a  fe- 
pulchral cave  of  the  Guanches,  his  fears  were  diffipated.  Up- 
on this,  he  cut  off  a  piece  of  Ikin  from  the  breall  of  the  body, 
which  our  author  had  feen,  and  affirms  was  fofter,  fmoother, 

tougher. 
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tougher,  and  more  pliabte,  than  the  beft-prepared  kid-fldn  % 
which  probably  was  no  other  than  the  goat-fkins  in  which 
they  wrapped  the  embalmed  bodies.  One  anonymous  author 
relates,  from  the  report  of  the  modern  Guanches^  that,  among 
their  anceftors,  this  employment  of  embalming  was  confined 
to  a  certain  tribe,  and  kept  an  inviolable  fecret  from  the  vul- 
gar. This, tribe  compofed  the  priefthood,  and  never  ioter- 
ininglcd  with  the  other  tribes  by  marriage.  After  the  con- 
qneft  of  the  ifland,  they  were  deftroyed,  and  with  them  pe- 
rifhed  the  art  of  eftibalming ;  of  the  ingredients  ufcd  in 
which,  tradition  has  only  preferved  a  few,  It  is  faid  they 
mixed  goats  butter  and  hogs  lard,  which  they  carefully  kept 
in  (kins  for  this  purpofe.  Thefc  they  melted  down  with  a 
kind  of  wild  lavender,  that  grows  in  this  ifland  in  abundance. 
Another  herb,  called  Laray  of  a  glutinous  and  guihmy  na- 
ture, fonnd  now  only  in  a  few  places  ;  the  Cyclamen  (K) ; 
and,  laftly,  wild  fage ;  both  which  are  produced  in  great 
plenty.  Thefe  herbs,  bruifed  and  boiled  with  the  buttef, 
compofed  an  odoriferous  mixture.  After  having  made  the 
neccflary  preparations,  the  body  was  opened  and  embalmed ; 
and,  when  cleared  of  the  inteftines,  wafhed  with  a  juice  ex- 
'  tracked  from  the  pine,  probably  a  fort  of  turpentine  ;  after 
which  it  was  (et  to  dry  in  the  fun,  or  before  a  flow  fire. 
This  operation  of  befmearing  and  anointing  was  frequently 
repeated,  until  the  balm  penetrated  the  moft  minufe  veflels, 
and  the  mufcles  became  perfeftly  confpicuous.  The  body 
wasfnppofed  fufficiently  prepared,  wheivit  became  extremely 
light;  upon  which  it  was  wrapped  in  goats  flciris  in  the 
neatefl:  manner  poflible,  and  with  fuCh  art,  that  if  is  affirmed 
all  the  veins,  arteries,  and  tendons,  nay,  even  the  features, 
could  be  diftinguiflied  through  it,  the  6ody  undergoing  no 
other  change,  after  being  kept  for  centuries,  than  a  flight 
difcoloration  of  the  flcin.  From  this  cuftom,  it  niight  be 
inferred,  that  the  Guanchesy  or  ahtient  inhabitants  of  the 

,  Canaries^  and  particularly  of  the  ifland  of  Tenerrfe^  were 
cither  a  colony  of  Ethiopians^  or  defcended  originally  from 

-  the  progenitors  of  that  people.  But  this  is  adifcufGon  pro- 
perly belonging  to  our  Antient  Hiftory,  to  whichwe  chufe 
jto  refer  the  reader  ^.    However,  to  render  this  cui*ious  ar- 

d  Ant.  Hift.  vol.  xviii.  pi  189,  8c  feq.  note  (H). 

""  (K)  The  Cyclamen  is  the  Bow^bnad  in  botany ;  a  gehas  of  the 
ftntimdria  Monogynia  claf$  of  planta  f  • 

f  yid^  CaroL  Linn,  Solan,  flant,  f^i  vi€» 

tide  • 
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tide  as  complete  as  pofliblp,  without  trefpaflinjg  upon  the 
bounds  afligned  us,  we  will  beg  leave  to  add  a  few  more  re-. 
marks  from  the  ingenious  Sir  Edmund  Scorey^  to  whom  we 
have  already  been  fo  frequently  obliged.  This  gen tlcmiii) 
informs  us,  that  the  antient  Guanches  had  embalmers  pub-! 
licly  appointed  for  each  fex,  neither  prefuming  ever  to  depart 
from  their  own  province ;  acircumflance  which  reflefts  great 
honour  .on  the  delicacy  of  that  rude  people.  He  fays,  the 
compofition  they  ufed  was  a  mixture  of  goats  butter,  the 
powder  of  certain  plants,  and  tlieir  juices,  boiled  into  a  glu- 
tinous unguent,  with  which  they  mixed  an  extrafl  from  the 
pine-tree,  and  certain  (tones  fineLy  pulverized.  The  body 
was  rubbed  with  this  for  fifteen  fucceffive  days,  and  laid» 
aher  every  unftion,  before  the  fun,  or,  in  the  winter,  be- 
fore a  flow  fire,  till  it  became  ligjit,  ftlfF,  and  dry  j ,  after 
which  it  was  wrapped  in  goat-ikln,  and  depofited  in  a  cave^^ 
the  relations  and  friends  keeping  for  this  whole  time  a  conti- 
nual plaintive  mourning,  that  almoft  reduced  them  to  the 
condition  of  the  deceafed  they  lamented  ^. 

The  fame  author  relates,  -that  the  Guanches  inhabiting  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  illand  were  of  an  olive-colour,  while  thofe 
on  the  north  fide  were  fujir ;.  efpecially  the  women,  who  had 
long,  light,  fmooth  hair.  Their  drefs  was  a  kind  of  fhort 
coat,  made  of  goat  or  lamb  fkin,  without  fkirts  or  fleevesjj 
and  faflened  w4th  thongs,  which  Terved  inftcad  of  fcams  a.nd 
buttons.  This  drefs,  caUecl  Tamarcoy  was  the  habit  com- 
monly worp  by  both  fexes,  only  the  women  added,  out  of 
modefty,  a  kind  of  ihort  petticoat  of  fkins,  that  fell  dowo 
below  the  knee  before,  and  quite  down  to  the  ground  be- 
hind. Some  fay,  that  it  touched  the  grpund  on  every  fide ; 
that  fex  deemiag  it  immodeft  to  expofe  even  their  feet.  Such 
was  the  garment  in  which  they  lived,  died,  and  were  buried ; 
at  leaft  the  common  people  were  fo,  who  could  not  afford 
the  expence  of  the  dreffed  fkins  ufed  by  richer  pfcrfons  in  em- 
balming. 

A  FRUIT  called  Mezarij  of  the  fize  of  a  pea,  formed  the 
whole  of  their  phyfic  in  all  difeafes  whatfoever,  but  efpeci* 
ally  in  fluxes  and  the  Tabes  dorfalis }  to  both  which  they  were 
particularly  fubjeft.  From  this  fruit  they  extrafled  a  kind 
trf  honey,  which  they  call  Chacarquem^  much  eftcemed  in 
external  applications ;  after  which  the  fruit  was  pomided  and 
boiled  down  in  water  to  the  confidence  of  a  fyrup,  which 
they  took  internally  for  the  above  difeafes.  In  acute  difor- 
ders  they  ufed  phlebotomy  at  the  arms,  head,  and  forehead  j 

•  PuRCHAs'a  Pilgrims,  l.ii.  c.  iz.  fed.  3.  J).  787. 

9  per- 
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performing  that  operation  with  a  flint.  It  is  i»:obable  our 
author  here  means  the  jugulars  and  carotides.  What  we 
have  here  related  is,  in  general,  apph'cable  only  to  the  Gu- 
anches  of  the  ifland  of  Tener^ey  tho*  many  of  the  cuftoms 
might  have  been  common  to  all  the  antient  inhabitants  of  the 
Canaries. 

As  the  prefent  manners  of  the  natives  are  a  mixture  of  their 
own  antient  cufldms,  and  fuch  as  have  been  introduced  by 
their  Conquerors,  we  need  not  give  any  defcription  of  them, 
but  proceed  to  a  review  of  the  principal  cities  and  towns. 
The  ifland  of  Tener'tffe  has  three  capital  ones ;  viz.  St.  Chri- 
fioval  de  la  Laguna,  or  St,  Chrifiopher*s  of  the  Laktj  Orata^ 
via,  and  Santa  Cruz,  The  firft  of  thefe  is  by  many  writers 
ftiled  the  capital  of  the  Canaries,  and  the  feat  of  the  viceroy. 
One  part  of  the  town  ftands  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  the 
other  on  one  fide  of  that  beautiful  plain,  which  Sir  Edmund 
Scorey  fays  was  cut  out  by  nature,  to  add  to  the  felicity  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Lagiina.  The  houfes  are  numerous  and  com- 
paft,  but  the  ftreets,  tho'  wide  and  large,  unhappily  werd 
laid  out  with  very  little  regard  to  regularity ;  however,  as 
they  are  embelliftied  with  fome  handTome  public  buildings, 
Laguna  furniflies  a  very  pleafing  profpeft  from  a  diftance. 
The  moft  remarkable  buildings  are  two  parifh-churches;  the 
convents  of  St.  Diego,  St.  Francis,  St.  AuguJUuy  and  St. 
Dominico,  an  hofpital,  and  two  nunneries,  fome  of  which 
are  pieces  of  excellent  architefture.  The  houfes  of  perfons^ 
of  condition  have  large  gardens,  and  orchards  of  palm,  ci- 
tron, lemon,  orange,  and  other  fruit-trees,  adjoining  to  them ; 
and  the  whole  fnrrounding  country  abounds  with  vineyards. 
But  what  adds  moft  to  the  ornament  and  conveniency  of  the 
city,  is  that  fine  plain  lying  near  it,  about  ten  miles  in  cir- 
cumference, and  fo  fertile,  fays  Scorey y  that  nature  feems  to 
have  intended  to  complete,  by  the  fertility  of  this  place, 
the  beauty  of  the  fcene.  On  every  fide,  this  delightful  val- 
ley is  hemmed  and  defended  by  mountains  and  hills,  fo  covered 
with  wood,  that  they  bear  the  appearance  of  an  eternal 
fpring ;  one  fpecles  of  trees  putting  forth  leaves,  while  others 
are  pafled  their  bloom,  ftripped  of  their  bfeauty,  and  difcover 
in  their  looks  the  fhrivelling  hand  of  winter.  The  true 
Malmfey  wine  is  tn^de  in  Tcncrrfe^  and  the  grape  reared  near 
Laguna  is  faid  to  be  the  beft  for  this  purpofe  of  any  the  world 
produces.  Here  is  alfo  the  wine  called  by  the  general  name 
of  Canary,  and  the  Verdona,  or  green  wine  ;  but  thcfe  grow 
"in  greater  perfeftion  at  Oratavia,  the  town  ^v^  are  going  to 
defcribt.  • 

Ora- 
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.   Oratavia  ftaads  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  iftand,  and  be-  ^ 

ing  the  chief  fea-port^  and  the  emporium  of  trade,  the  Eng^' 
lijb  merchants  ai^  conful  refide  here.  Dampier  alleges,  on 
the  authority  of  the  natives,  that  this  town  is  larger  than  I^- 
guna^  the  capital;  and  that  it  has  a  great  number  of  con- 
vents, but  only  one  parochial  church.  Notwithftanding  the 
harbour  chiefly  gives  impoirtance  to  Oratavia^  the  port  is  ex- 
tremely dangerous,when  the  north-weft  winds  blow,  to  which 
it  is  fully  expofed ;  however,  mariners  difcover  it  by  a  high 
fea,  that  rolls  before  the  approach  of  theftorm,  and  take 
the  neceifary  meafures  for  their  fecurity. 

The  third  town  of  any  confequence  is  Santa  Cruz,  Situ- 
ated in  a  bay  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifland,  defended  by  two 
forts  and  feveral  batteries  of  heavy  cannon ;  which  could  not 
prevent  the  heroic  Blake's  deftroying  fixteen  Spanifb  galleons 
that  lay  here,  in  1657.  This  attempt  was  looked  upon  as 
the  moft  hardy  and  intrepid  that  had  been  ever  executed  ; 
it  being  then  a  thing  unknown  to  attack  a  fleet  protefted  by 
forts  and  batteries ;  tho' all  the  maritime  ftates  have  often 
fmce  given  proofs  of  its  being  lefs  hazardous  than  at  that 
time  it  was  imagined  by  the  beft  fea-officers. 

To  conclude  our  account  of  Teneriffey  the  Verdonh  wine 
produced  here  is  ftrong-bodied,  but  more  harfti  and  (harp  than 
Canary.  As  it  is  but  in  little  efteem  in  Europe,  they  export 
.it  chiefly  to  the  IVeJi  Indies^  where  it  keepp  well  for  a  long 
time  in  the  hotteft  climates,  Befides  Malmfey,  Verdana,  and 
the  common  Canary  wine,  Teneriffe  ifland  fo  abounds  in  all 
kinds  of  grain,  wheat,  maize,  and  barley,  that  great  quanti- 
ties are  ftiipped  oflTto  other  countries ;  nor  is  it  lefs  prolific 
in  quadrupeds  and  birds  of  all  kinds.  In  a  word,  exclulivc 
of  forae  inconveniencies  from  earthquakes  and  volcanos,  the 
univerfe  prefents  not  a  more  delightful  fpot  for  contcmpla- 
tipnj  eafe,  and  all  tli^  felicities  of  quiet  life  ^ 

East  fouth-eaft,  and  about  ten  leagues  diftant  from  Tene*  Gran-Ca- 
,r\ff^y  ftands  the  }.i[2Lnd  of  Gran-Canaria,  ot  Great  Canary y^^^^^* 
between  27  and  28  degrees  of  north  latitude  (L).     It  is     > 

f  Sprat's  Hidory  of  the  Royal  Society,  p.  209.  La  Croix, 
p.  675,  &  fcq.  Prbvost,  t.  iii.  1.  v.  c.  i.  Purchases  PHgrims, 
1.  xii.c.  7.  p.  788.  DAViTYjt.  V.  p.  6iOi  Sanut.  1.  iii.  Lins- 
cuoT.  c.  97.  Cadamost.  apud  Ramuf.  c.  7. 

(L)   Some  writers,    and  in  but  we  have  fixed  upon  the  au- " 

particular  Da^vity  and  La  Croix,  thority  ofNicollsy  who  had  long 

rtalce    the    diftance    between  b.'en  an  inhabitant  of  che  C<j- 

thcfe  iflauds  about  14  leagues ;  naries, 

twelve 
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tweire  leagaes'  m  lei^th,  and  nearly  as  much  in  breadth ; 
yet  fome  of  our  EngHJh  geographers,  *and  particularly  Sal- 
mon^' calls  U  fifty  leagues  in  circumference,  the'  upon  what 
authority  we  know  not;  probably  upon  his  own,  as  he  has 
advanced  an  infinity  of  other  fafts  we  find  fupported  by  no 
good  writer,  and  indeed  intirely  contradicted,  or  oaut£ed,'by 
the  moft  genuine  and  ienfible  voyagers  and  travellers.  There 
are  writers,  and  among  them  Prevqfi^  who  call  thb  ifland  the 
chief  of  thtCanarifs,  without  affigning  any  other  reafon  than 
its  name,  and  the  refidence  of  a  biihop ;  from  which  laft  dr- 
cumftance  we  may  colleft,  that  either  this  prelate  has  palaces 
in  the  different  iflands,  or  that  all  the  larger  ones  are  difUnft 
fees.     The  truth  ^ye  believe  is,  that  tho'  the  viceroy,  the  hi- 
Ihop,  and  all  the  people  of  diftinftion,  live  in  Teneriffe,  yet 
the  ifland  of  Canary  is  a  bi/hop's  fee^  fuffragan  to  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Seville  in  Spain  ;  for,  befides  this,  there  is  here  a 
court  of  inquifition,  and  the  fovercign  council  of  all  the  G»- 
naries  is  held  here  occafionally.  Nay  more,  in  NicoUs's  time, 
*tis  certain  there  was  only  one  biihop  of  the  Canary  IJlands ; 
and  no  alteration  in  this  particular  is  pofitively  mentioned  by 
any  author  (M).     The  capital  of  this  ifland  is  called  Painut, 
in  Latiriy  Civitas  Palniarum,  m  Spani/b,  Cividad  das  Palmas, 
a  name  by  which  it  is  fpecified  in  all  the  public  afts  and  partr- 
cular  contrafts,  or  procedures  of  juftice ;  yet  do  fome  authors 
call  it  Canary.     It  ftands  on  the  aordi  part  of  the  ifland,  at 
a  fmall  diftance  from  the  fca ;  and  is  celebrated  for  its  tempe- 
rate climate,  extent,  neatnefs,  and  other  particulars.     It  is 
adorned  with  a  magnificent  cathedral,- feveral  convents,  and  a 
number  of  elegant  buildings,  which  render  it  little  inferior 
to  Laguna ;  and  it  is  perhaps  fuperior  in  point  of  police,  all 
the  principal  men  of  wealth  and  credit  afting  in  the  capacity 
.of  civil  magiftiates  (N). 

THfc 

(M)  Moft  modern  writers  are  a  hill,  commanding  the  town 

perfuadcd,  that  the  prefent  Ca-  and  harbour  ;  but  neither  regu- 

Ttary  JJland  \s  the   fame  meant  larly    fortified,     well-mounted 

by  PtQlemf  under  that  appella-  with  cannon,  or  fsHicieatly  ga- 

tion.     La  Croix  and  Beciman  rifoned.     It  (lands  a  mile  and  a 

reafon  warmly  upon  this  topic-j  ,half  from  the   harbour;    and 

but  it  would  be  wailing  time  to  how  at  that  diftancfe  it  fhould 

tranfcribe  their  fuperficial  opi-  command  it,  is  what  we  do  not 

nions,  eafily  apprehend. .  In  the  town 

(N)  Le  Maire,  who  had  been  he  reckons  no  lefs  than  i  2,000 

there  in  the  year   1628,  fays,  inhabitants,  whofe  courage,  he 

that  the  to\vn  of  Pnlffia  is  de-  fays»  will  fupply  the  weaknefs 

fended  by  a  citadel  ere^ed  on  of  its  walls  j  the'  the  truth  is, 

they 
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Thb  country  is  more  level,  and  as  fertile  as  Ten&rijfei 
yet  the  foil  is  light  and  fandy,  covered  over  by  a  coat  of  rich 
mould,  about  fixteen  iilches   thick.     Every  year  produces 
two  crops'  of  all  kinds  of  vegetables,  except  fruits ;  the  one 
in  February^  the  other  in  May,  and  both  plentiful.     Their 
flour-bread  in  this  ifland  is  efpecially  excellent,  both  in  tafte 
and  colour ;  in  which  lail  it  rivals  fnow  itfelf.     Sugar-canes 
are  raifed*  in  fuch  abundance,  that  there  are  no  lefs  than 
twelve  fugar-works,  each  fo  large  as  to  be  miftaken  by  ftran- 
gers  for  little  towns ;  and  the  abundauce  of  this  commodity 
conftitutes  the  principal  wealth  of  the  ifland,    incredible 
quantities  of  coarfe  fugar  being  yearly  exported.     Le  Maire 
fpecifies  four  convents  of  diiFerent  orders ;  viz,  the  Franctf- 
can,  Domitticany  BernariMne^  and  Cordelier ,  houfes;  all  of' 
them  rich,  and  well-built.    He  had  frequently  been  called  in 
quality  of  a  phy/ician  to  the  Bernardines,  and  found  that  all 
their  difeafes  proceeded  from  their  ftrift  confinement.    He 
was  always  treated  with  the  higheft  civility  and  diftinftion  by 
thefe  devotees,  who  feemed  to  be  a  poliflied,  fenfible,  and 
difcreet  fet  of  men,  without  that  aufterity^  and  morofenefs  al- 
moft  infeparable  from  their  profeffion  and  retired  life.    The 
fame  author  adds,  that  the  French  had  a  conful  at  Palma,  to 
whofe  wife  he  was  called,  upon  finding-  her  diftemper  too 
ohftinate  for' the  fimple  praftice  of  the  country. 

The  ifland  of /'e/^r/^,  or  Fuerte  Ventura,  ftands  about  idpuertc 
leagues  north  north-eaft  of  Canary  I/land,  one  end  of.it  ly- Ventura^ 
lag  under  the  28th,  and  the  other  extending  almofl:  to  the 
29th,  degree  of  north  latitude,  being  about  fifty  miles  ia 
le&gth,  and  variable  in  its  breadth ;  in  fome  parts  ten  leagues, 
in  others  no  more  thati  as  many  miles.  The  foil  is,  in  ge- 
neral, fertile  in  corn,  roots,  and  fruits,  and  beautifully  di- 
verfified  in  hills  and  vallies,  well-watered,  and  fupplied  with 
a  variety  of  timber.  This  ifland  produces,  befides  the  other 
fniits  common  to  the  C^anaries,  a  prodigious  abundance  of 
dates,  maffick,  olives,  6r.  with  orchcl  for  dyeing,  an.d  a 
fji^tes  of  fig-tree,  that  yields  a  medicinal  balm  as  white  as 
milk ;  but  the  virtues  of  it  we  are  wholly  unacquainted  with 
ix  Europe,  as  we  are  likewife  of  the  name.  An  incredible 
quantity  of  goat-milk  cheefe  is  made  in  Fuerte  Ventura,  as 
may  be  eafily  conceived  from  that  ifland  breeding  upwards 
of  50,000  kids  every  year.    Their  flefli  is  fat,  better,  co- 

they  have,  for  many  years,  had    however,    be   very  populous, 
no  opportunity  of  proving  this    coniidering  its  fmall  extent, 
extraordinary  valour.    It  muft. 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XIV.  H  h  loured. 
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loured,  and  fweeter,  than  in  any  other  country ;  each  of 
them  weighing  between  40  and  50  pounds.  Dapper  fays,  that 
here  are  three  cx>niiderable  fea-port  towns ;  Langlay  Tara- 
fato^  and  Pqzzo  Negro^  with  two  good  roads  befides  for 
ihippii^t  where  they  may  ride  fecure  againft  all  ftorms.  A^e 
find  in  Herbert^  but  in  no  other  author,  that  this  ifland  was 
taken,  in  1596,  by  the  Englijb\  but  has,  fince  that  time, 
been  better  fortified.  On  the  north  coaft  of  Fuerte  Ventura^ 
about  a  mile  further  in  the  foa,  it  is  that  the  little  ifland  of 
Cratio/a  ftands;  with  a  particular  account  of  which  it  would 
be  unncceflary  to  trouble  the  reader  (O). 
LwKc*  1*H^  laft  ifland  of  the  Canaries  we  (hall  deicribe  is  Lance* 
iota.  ro/tfy  or  Lanzirotaf  formerly  Centuna,  a»  we  find  it  in  all 
the  antient  geographers.  It  lies  under  29  degrees  30  min. 
north  latitude,  and  la  degrees  31  minutes  weft  Ibng^tode 
,  from  London.  In  length  it  is  thirteen  leagues  from  north  to 
fouth,  nine  in  breadth,  and  about  forty  in  compafs,  taking 
in  the  bays  and  creeks  (P).  'Tis  parted  by  a  ridge  of  moun- 
tains,  which  afford  nothing  but  pafture  for  cattle,  though  die 
vallies  are  fruitful,  but  fandy  and  thin  in  the  foil.  It  abouods 
in  grain,  fruits,  honied  catde,  hares,  camels,  and  iafles.  In 
Nicolls's  days,  it  was  the  property  of  Don  j^ugiiftin  de  Her- 
Tcra\  but  fliips  crews  had  aik  appeal,  in  all  judicial  cafes,  to 
the  viceroy  of  the  Cttnaries.  One  great  branch  of  the  trade  of 
lancerota  confifts  in  dried  goats  flefhy  which  the  Inhabitiints 
fell  in  great  quandties  to  the  neighbouring  iflands,  uadfer  ibo 
name  of  Tujfineta.  In  Purchas^  there  is  a  curious  account 
of  a  voyage  made  to  the  Weft  Indies  by  the  earl  of  Cumber- 
land^ in  1596;  In  which  he  made  a  defcent  on  this  ifland* 
When  he  came  with  his  fleet  into  the  road  footh-^aft  of  the 
ifland,  he  received  intelHgente  of  a  very  rich  nobleman,  who 
commanded  this  and  the  neighbouring  ifland  of  Fuerte  Ven- 
tura ;  upon  which  he  landed  500  men,  under  the  command 
of  ^ivjohn  Berkeley^  who  purfued  the  natives,  but  without 
being  able  tp  come  up  with  them.  Advancing  to  the  town, 
they  found  it  d^ferted,  and  every  thing  of  value  removed,  and 

(O)  Notwidiftaading  the  au*  (P)  This  is  the  account  of 

ihoritv  of  NicoUsf  we  are  in«  the  authors  the  readtf  will  fee 

cline4  to  believe  that  this  is  cited  at  the  dofe  of  oar  de- 

the  ifland  Lobos^  as  we  find,  it  fcription ;  yet  Beckman,  a  judt- 

ill  the  beftjcharts  ;  iotGratiofa  ctQus  writer,  calls  it  but  nine 

flands  about  a  league  north-eaft  leagues  long,  and   about   fist 

of  haucerota  in  D^AnvilU  and  broad  *• 
all  the  Dutch  maps. 

cre» 
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cren  the  caftic,  which  was  ftrongly  built,  and  fortified  With 
fione-walls  and  cannon^  evacuated  by  the  governor  and  ga- 
rifon.  In  the  journal  it  is  faid  there  were  here  a  great  num*- 
ber  of  brafs  guns,  befides  heaps  of  large  ftones,  properly  dif- 
pofed  on  the  walls,  to  tumble  down  on  the  ailaiiants;  and 
the  walls  were  fo  high,  that  it  was  aloioft  impoifible  to  at- 
tempt fcaling  them :  in  a  word,  twenty  men  might  have 
defended  it  againft  an  armynot  fully  provided  with  batter- 
ing cannon.  However,  Cemden  diners  from  this  account^ 
and  fays,  that  the  earl  was  forced  to  relinquiOx^  his  defign 
of  maftering  the  fort,  through  the  mortality  which  prevailed 
among  bis  troops.  Pur^ias's  account  adds,  that  this  town, 
of  which  we  are  not  told  the  name,  contained  above  one  hun** 
dred  houfes,  all  built  of  rough  ftone,  generally  of  one  {\ory 
high,  with  flat  roofs. .  They  were  all  covered  with  caiies  laid 
acrofs  the  rafters,  and  plaiftercd  with  mud,  which  the  fun 
had  hardened  to  the  hrmnefs  of  ftone.  It  had  but  one  mean 
old  church,  with  an  altar  in  the  eafl  end,  but  without  than* 
cel»  veflry,  or  any  feparate  apartment  for  ornament  or  con* 
venience.  It  even  had  no  ben^^es  or  feats,  except  large  ftones 
laid  along  the  walls,  and  the  doors  fupplied  the  place  of  wiu" 
dows.  The  prettied  and  moil,  convenient  building  was  a 
convent,  pofleiled  of  a  fine  garden  and  pond  of  clear  water, 
well-ftocked  with  fifh.  Altho'  the  nativite  wcte  fo  extremely 
fwift,  that  Sir  John  Berkeley  was  forced  to  defift  from  th^ 
purfuit,  Lityfieldt  who  ac^cunpanied  him,  obfcrved  their  com* 
plexion  was  dark,  and  their  ftature  more  than  commonly  tail 
and  robuft,  with  other  circumftances  of  rdfemblance  to  the 
Cuanches  of  Tenerifie.  Their  arms  were  pikes  and  ftones^ 
which  they  ufed  with  extraordinary  dexterity.  Whenever 
the  Englijb  fired  upon  them,  they  iiiilantly  fell  flat  on  their 
faces,  and,  the  difcharge  of  the  mufquetry  being  over,  ap- 
plied chemfdves  vigoroufly  to  their  pilces  and  ftones,  with 
which  they. wounded  a  great  number  of  the  enemy. 

To  thefc  feveji  great  iflands  may  be  added  the  fmall  one$ 
of  St.  Glair^Gratio/a,  Rocca,  2Xki  Jlegranzaf  fituated  at  the 
north-eaft  end  of  Lancerota;  but  they  have  nothiog  fo  pecu* 
liar  as  to  merit  a  defcription.  We  (hall  therefore  dofe  thefc 
cibfervations  on  the  Canaries  with  remarking,  that  the  natives 
of  thefc  iflands  enjoy  a  clear,  ferene,  temperate  air ;  for,  tho* 
they  lie  in  a  warm  dimate,  they  are  fo  conftantly  refrefhcd 
-with  breezes  from  the  fea,  that  the  noon-day  heats  are  very 
ecderable,  and  the  mornings  and  evenings  inexpreffibly  plea- 
fant.  They  never  feel  pinching  colds  or  fcorching  heats,  nor 
do  the  pooreft  people  know  die  want  of  doathing,  firing, 
fruits,  or  wine.     In  a  word,  if  fields  covered  with  the  finefjt 
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and  richeft  verdure,  hills  with  a  variety  of  woods  and  fruits, 
•great  abundance  of  all  the  neceflaries  and  conveniendes  of 
Uvingy  and,  in  ihort,  a  fcene  the  moft  rural,  fimpk,  and  ele- 
ganty  can  render  people  happy,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Cana^ 
riis  cannot  £eu1  ot  meridng  the  name  given  to  them  by  the 
antients  of  Fortunate. 
Madeira.  We  oome,  in  the  laft  place,  to  ^ve  the  beft  account  we 
are  aUe  of  the  iflands  of  Madeira  and  Porto  Santo,  from  the 
lame  and  defeAive  matorials  fumiihed  us  from  voyagers  and 
gpcmaphers.  It  is  remarkable,  that  moft  writers  call  both 
*€he&illands  by  the  common  name  of  Madeiras,  a  word  we 
find  commonly  ufed  for  Madeira  in  England  and  Spam\ 
however,  as  there  is  certainly  bat  one  ifland  of  this  name, 
and  Porto  Santo '  was  always  inhabited  by  a  difierent  people, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  the  noun  ought  to  be  lingular.  This, 
.indeed,  is  a  matter  of  little  confequence,  while  we  have  fome 
room  to  lament  the  contradiftion  among  writers  concern- 
-ing  the  extent  of  this  ifland,  the  quality  of  the  foil  and  pro* 
duce,  the  difpofition  of  the  people,  their  religion,  manners, 
and  other  important  particulars.  Voyagers  have  only  touched 
«pon  the  coafts,  without  ever  penetrating  to  the  heart  of  the 
country,  of  which  they  have  {poken  only  by  conje&ure,  and 
framanalogy* 

Some  ima^ne,  that  it  was  known  to  the  antients  by  the 
•names  Sf  Juno  and  Jntetaia*,  but  it  is  probahfe  the  Portu* 
^e/e  were  the  firft  difcoverers,  vnlefe  there  be  truth  in  the 
following  relation  of  Ovingtoh^s.  This  gentleman  fays,  that 
tho*  the  difcovery  is  attributed  by  all  Europeans  to  the  Por^ 
tuguefe,  yet-  there  is  a  tradition  among  the  natives,  which 
gives  the  whole  honour  to  the  Englijb*  They  a£Bn&,  that 
an  EngUJb  gentleman,  who  had  married  a  lady  of  immenfe 
fortune,  embarked  at  BrifioJ^  in  the  year  1342,  for  France^ 
and  was  driven  by  a  ftojrm  to  the  ifland  oi  Madeira,  io  called 
afterwards  by  the  Spaniards,  on  account  of  the  incredible 
quandty  of  trees  and  prodigious  forefts  it  produced.  Here 
he  landed,  and  finding  it  uninhabited,  he  fell  into  a  melan- 
choly and  defjpondency,  which  foon  put  an  end  to  his  life  ; 
but  the  failors  ventured  again  to  fea,  .and  happily  arrived 
on  the  coa&oiBarbary.  There  they  met  with  a  P&rtuguefo 
fquadron,  to  whom  they  related  their  adventure,  and  {3ro- 
fiiifed  to  conduA  the  admiral  to  the  iiland  they  had  quitted. 
Immediatdy  notice  was  fent  to  the  court  oiLiJhon,  and  the 
propofal  appeared  fo  advantageous,  that  inlhudions  were 
given  to  art  admiral,  with  whole  name. we  are  unacquainted, 
to  go  in  fearch  of  the  iiland  ;  in  which  he  fucceeded,  and,  in  ' 
lie  fpace-of  a  few  years,. rendered  it  one  of  the  moft  deligbt- 
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iul  fpots  in  the  aniverfe  ( QJ.  However,  the  moft  probable 
-and  beft  attefted  account  is,  that  the  Portuguefe  did  not  be- 
come acquainted  with  Madeira  before  the  year  143  X,  when 
l)on  Henry  firft  fcnt  a  colony  thither,  under  the  conduA  of 
Triftan  Tejfora  and  Gonzales,  otGonzalvo  Z^rr^?, who  were  no- 
minated governors  alternately,  or,  as  others  affirm,  of  difle* 
rent  parts  of  the  ifland.  Upon  this  partition  of  power,  it 
was  divided  into  two  provinces,  Macbico  znii  Furkal  \  ih& 
new  colony  immediately  fet  to  work  in  clearing  the  ground, 
and,  for  this  purpofe,  fet  fire  to  the  forefts,  which  burnt 
with  fuch  violence,  that  the  governor  and  people  were  forced 
to  fcek  proteftion  from  the  flames  in  the  fea,  in  which  they 
had  almoft  periftied,  before  they  were  taken  Tip  by  a  fliipw 
So  abundant  was  the  fewel,  and  fierce  the  flames,  diat  this 
fire  continued,  we  are  told,  for  near  fcven  years;  in  confe* 
xjucnce  of  which  the  foil  was  fo  inriched  by  the  wood-aflies, ' 
that,  for  a  longtime,  it  produced  one  hundred-fold;  tho*, 
we,  are  told,  this  increafe  is  diminiflied  to  twenty-five  times 
the  ouantity  of  grain  ibwn,  or  fugar-canes  planted  (R).    At 

firft 

(  QJ  AT/V^/Zr  likewife  relates  .      (R)  if/i/vi  and  Oa;i»;/M  both 

this  flory,  pofitively  affirming,  aifirm,  upon  tbe  telUmony  of . 

that  the  iflaad  was  difcovered  the  Spaniards  and  natives,  that 

accidentally  by  an  Englijb  gen-  the  a(hes,  and  their  falts,  occa«  > 

tleman,  C2^tdiMachamyOiMark*  fioned,  for  a  while,  an  amazing 

bam.    It  was,  for  a  number  of  fertility,  particularly  in  fugar  % 

ytzx^^  imagined  that  the  true  '  but  that  a  worm,  which  had 

Madeira^  upon  which  this  gen*  crept  in,  to  the  deftru^lion  of 

tleman  had  been  tall,  was  iitu-  the  cane,  obliged  the  Spaniards 

ated  between  the  iiland  of  Pit/-  to  convert  their  fugar-planta* 

ma,  one  of  the  Canaries,  and  tions  into  vintages,  which  prov^ 

the  iiland  qow  called  Madeira,  ed  equally  advantageous,  from 

What,  however,  greatly  dimii  .  the  excellency  of  the  grape, 
nifhes    the    authority   of  this        The  Mcz/inr/^wine  made  here 

whole  flory  is,  that  no  veflige  is,  according  to  them,  an  admi- 

of  fuch  perfon  or  accident  ap-  rable  cordial ;  and  the  belt  vin« 

pears  in  any  Englijh  hiftorian  ;  tages  in  this  kind  belong  to  tho 

and  that  Hackluyt  borrows  his  Jefuits  of  funchal.     They  ga- 

whole  relation  from  Gohvano,  ther  their  vintages  in  Septemer 

Befides,  if  the-'-Portugue/e  were  and  October,  making  every  year 

made     acquainted    with    this  no  lefs  than  20,000  pipes.  The 

Hland  fo  early  as  1 342,  it  is  fame  authors  affirm,  that  Ma^^ 

furprifing  they  fhould  have  ne-  deira  produces  only  two  kinds 

gledled  profiting  by  the  difco-  of  grapes,  the  one  brown,  the 

very  till  the  year  1 43 1 ,  or  for  other  of  a  reddilh  colour,  and 

almoft  the  fpace  of  a  century  ;  from  thefe  are  made  two  forts 

at  which  time  all  ai}thors  agree  of  wine,  one  of  which  is  called 

the  firft  fettlement  was  made.  Tinto,   from  its  high  colour. 
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firA  the  colony  confiAed  of  no  more  than  eight  hundred 
(buls ;  now»  if  we  may  credit  Atkins,  the  ifland  of  Madeira 
can  raiie  dghteen  thoufand  able-bodied  men ;  nor  were  th^ 
much  inferior  in  ftrength  in  the  year  1640,  when,  by  that 
furprifing  revolution,  Portugal  threw  off  the  Spanijb  yoke. 
■  This  ifland,  Barhot  is  of  opinion,  is  the  Game  of  the 
tntients,  lying  in  32  deg.of  north  latitude,  ^nd  17  of  weft 
lotif^tadc  from  London,  feventy  leagues  north-weft,  or,  ac* 
cording  to  fome  authors,  north-eaft  of  Teneriffe,  and  about 
aa  equal  dtftance  from  Sailee  in  the  kijngdom  oT  Fez. 

Authors  are  generally  divided  about  the  extent  of  Ma* 
itira*  FryfT  affirms,  that  it  is  the  laiigefl  ifland  in  tlie  At- 
lantic Ocean ;  but  we  have  rcafon  to  believe,  that  Teneriffe 
may  difpute  this  pcunt  with  it.  Moft  of  the  very  modern 
geographers  call  it  140  leagues  in  circuit ;  but  Cadamojlo^ 
who  feems  to  be  nearer  the  truth,  fays  it  is  no  more  than 
130  miles ;  while  other  voyagers  reduce  it  to  forty  leagues. 
The  dioiate  is  more  temperate  than  the  Canaries,  and  the 
foil  more  fertile  in  wine,  fugar,  and  fruits,  but  lefs  fo  in 
corA,  tho*  infinitely  better  watered  with  fprings  and  rivers, 
the  number  of  which  is  infinite.  As  to  cattle,  birds,  plants, 
and  trees,  they  are  nearly  flmilar ;  each  produces  the  Sanguis 
Dracoms,  maftick,  and  other  gums.  The  cfimate  is  indeed 
enchanting ;  for  here  is  a  perpetual  fpring,  and  flowers,  blof- 
foms,  and  fruit  of  various  kinds,  fpring  forth  every  month 
in  the  year,  all  in  fuch  perfection  as  cannot  be  equalled,  in 
any  other  country ;  evea  onions,  that  flrongly  pungent  plant, 
are  here  fo  mUd  and  fweet,  that  they  are  eat  raw  like  applet, 
and  indeed  preferred  to  them.  Lemons  grow  to  the  fize  of 
pumpkins,  and  oranges  are  produced  fpontaneoufly  of  all 
ibrts  and  dimenfions  ;  befides  all  tht  European  fruits,  peaches, 
ne£tarins,  melons,  apricots,  pears,  apples,  with  a  variety  of 
others.    In  JMadeira  are  made  the  fineil  fweetmeats  in  the 

•    This,  they  f^y,  is,  in  the  opi-  are  fo  barren  as  to  endanger  a 

nion  of  fome  perfons,  adually  famine,  the  inhabitants  beine 

coloured   by  certain    ingrcdi-  forced  to  rely  for  bread  on  the 

cnts,  with  which  they  fine  it;  fupplics  brought  by  the  (hip- 

btit  this  the  inhabitants  con-  ping.     This  was    the  cafe  in 

ttandy  deny  ;    and    we   fhall  the  year  1689,  when  he  was  on 

fee  in  the  text  four  feveral  dj-  the  ifland  *,      Captain  Vring 

ttindl  kinds  of  Madeira  wine,  goes  further,  and  affirms,  that  i< 

O'vington  adds,  that  {q  izr  has  feldom    produces  more   grain 

Madeira  degenerated  from  its  than    fupplies   the  ptople  for 

wonted  fertility , that  fome  years  thr??  months  f. 

f  4thini,  f,  2^,  '     -J-  Ovington,  ^.  ip.   Uri^g's  Voy,  p.  lo. 
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world,  all  kinds  of  fruits  being  here  candied  in  the  moftex* 
quifitc  perfeftion.  The  inhabitants  excel  particularly  id 
tnakiDg  citron  and  orange  fweetmeats,  marmalade,  and  per« 
fumed  paftes,  preferable  to  the  Italian^  whatever  fafhion 
and  caprice  may.  judge. 

In  the  Madeiras^  fugar-works  were  firft  ereftcd  in  the 
weft,  of  which  it  had  an  incredible  number;  and  from 
thence  they  were  removed  to  America ;  foon  after  which,  the 
Portuguefe^  finding  the  demand  for  their  fugars.  fink,  con-? 
verted  thdr  cane-plantations  into  vineyards ;  which  appears 
to  be  a  better  reafon  for  this  meafure  than  the  one  we  have 
xnentiQned  from  Ovingtoitt  of  the  poverty  of  the  foil.  The 
exports  of  wines,  and  the  profits,  oa  them,  are  immcn&v  and 
produce  a  handfdme  revenue  to  the  crown  of  PortugaL 
Thefe  wines  arc  of  four  different  kinds,  difierent  both  in 
^tafte,  colour,  and  ftrcngth.  The  firil  is  of  the  colour  of 
Champagne^  in  a  fmall  quantity,  and  but  little  valued  $  the 
fecond  is  called  Malmfey^  and  is  rich  and  flrong ;  the  third 
is  a  wine  refembling  Alicant^  or  7enty  and  never  drank  un- 
mixed ;  and  the  fourth,what  is  commonly  drank  In  England, 
under  the  name  of  Madeira^  of  a  pale  red,  not  unlike  fine 
fmall  beer^  but  pleafant  and  wholfome.  Of  this  laft  an 
amazing  quantity  is  confumcd  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland* 
but  the  greateft  part  of  the  Madeira  wine  is  fent  to  the  If'ejl  , 

Indies.  One  remarkable  quality  is  obferved  in  this  wine; 
that  it  is  greatly  improved  and  refined  by  the  heat  of  the 
fun,  if  the  bung  be  taken  ofF  the  cafk;  which  is  the  reafoiti 
why  we  drink  it  in  lefs  perfeAion  than  in  the  Eqfl  and  Wefi 
Indies. 

FuNCHAL  is  tlie  capital  of  AW<f/r/2,  fituatedon  thefo'utb 
part  of  the  ifland^  with  an  indifferent  harbour  before  it  for 
flipping,  fortified  by  a  citadel,  and  furnifhed  with  ftone- 
walls,  befides  other  works  which  command  the  road.  Thia 
town  is  computed  to  be  a  mile  in  length,  and  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  in  breadth,  populous,  regular,  and  decorated  with 
feveral  fine  buildings,  a  variety  d  churches,  convents,  cha- 
pels, and  the  governor's  palace.  Of  all  others,  the  Jefuits 
church  merits  particular  notice,  for  its  dimeofions,  elegance^ 
and  wealth ;  in  which  particulars  it  is  ^ccelled  by  few  reli- 
gious houfes  in  Europe.  The  cielings  are  finely  painted  and 
gilded,  the  altar  richly  adorned,  the  walls  finely  defigned^ 
and  the  whole  plan  equally  beautiful  and  magnificent.  Oving^ 
ton  had  feen  it  to  great  advantage,  when  thefclVival.of  iS/v'^- 
natius  was  celebrated,  and  high  mafs  performed.  The  mu-i 
fie,  he  obferves,  was  tine,  the  ornaments  ftriking,  and  the 
lUuminations  formed.a  moft  magnificent  and  delightful  fpec- 
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•  tade.  Near  this  ftands  a  lai^e  hofpital  for  venereal  padents,  ^ 
a  difeafe  fo  common  in  this  cotintry,  that  hardly  any  perfoa 
efcapes  it ;  but  the  hofpital  is  intended  only  for  the  coiiTem- 
ency  of  the  poor.  Ovington  had  feen  many  patients,  who 
were  hideous  fpedacles  and  fhocking  objeAs  of  compaiGon ; 
but  none,  except  one  poor  woman,  who  gave  any  iigns  <^  re- 
pentance and  contrition,  the  reft  being  all  of  a  fhibbom, 
fierce,  and  favage  difpofidon,  incapable  c^  being  moved,  or,  if 
they  were,  too  proud  to  acknowlege  it.  When  Funcial,  or 
Foncbalt  as  Ovingtm  calls  it,  was  fortified,  it  woald  kem  die 
engineer  had  nothing  in  view  befides  renderii^  it  flrong  on 
the  fea-fide ;  for  there  all  the  works,  except  a  fingle  wall^  are 
direded.  This  was  certainly  a  great  overfight,  as  there  are 
feverai  bays  not  hx  diftant  from  the  land-fide,  where  an 
enemy  might  (afely  difembark,  and  march  to  the  very  walls, 
without  oppofidon.  The  Portuguefe^  though  numerous,  do 
not  conftit«te  the  bulk  of  the  inhabitants;  the  Englijb  and 
French  Roman  catholics,  who  live  in  the  Portuguefe  manner, 
are  juftly  fuppoied  to  exceed  the  others  in  number  and 
wealth.  Befides  thefe,  there  is  an  infinity  of  mulatto  and 
negro  freemen,  who  are  treated  with  more  refpe6l  than  the 
moft  confiderable  Englifb  proteftant  merchants,  who  are,  as 
we  fhall  have  occafion  to  relate,  hardly  and  impoliticly  de^t 

«  with,  from  bigotted  and  ignorant  fuperftition.  The  ffa-eets 
<^  Funcbal  are  drawn  by  a  line,  all  the  houfes  neat,  and  the 
windows  (afhed  ,with  lath-woik,  but  with  openings  vn6t 
enough  fot  thofe  within  to  fee  and  be  feen.  Through  thefe 
windows  many  amorous  dialogues  are  held  between  vh^ss 
and  their  gallants,  in  a  fpecies  of  dumb  language,  unintelli* 
gible  to  all  befides  the  votaries  of  the  little  god  bi  love.  In 
this  method  c^  communicating  the  fentiments  of  lovers  by 
the  fingers,  the  Spaniards  and  Portugueft  of  Madeira  are 
particularly  expert.  Even  in  this  religiotifly  bigotted  coun* 
try,  churches  are  made  the  rendezvous  of  pcrfon^  infpired 
with  the  tender  pajQSon,  of  men  of  bufinefs,  and  ol  thofe 
who  are  either  immerfed  in  plcafure,  or  ftrongly  attached  to 
intereft..  After  divine  fervice,  the  houfe  of  God  is  convorted 
into  an  exchange,  or  proftituted  to  the  purpofes  (^  loA  and 
profligacy ;  for  here  all  forts  of  affignations  are  made  ;  yet 
ean  nothing  exceed  the  decency  and  gravity  of  their  exterior 
deportment.  The  women,  who  have  no  domeftic^  chapels^ 
never  attend  divine  fervice  but  on  Sundays  and  holidays;  and 

-  if  there  he  feverai  females  in  a  family,  they  walk  in  pairs  be* 
fore  the  mother,  their  faces  covered  with  a  long  veil,  but 
their  necks  and  fhoulders  expofed,  as  if  they  invited  the  no* 
tice  of  Uieir  gallants.    On  the  one  fide  walks  an  old  maai 
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armed  with  a  fword,  dagger,  and  chaplet,  or  long  firing  of 
beads,  intimating  thereby  his  being  the  guardian  of  virgin 
honour ;  however,  the  young  gentlemen  are  not  deterred  by  ' 
this  formidable  efcorte  from  approaching,  ogling,  and  ex- 
preffing  their  paffion  in  a  manner  very  witty  and  inge- 
nious. 

All  the  vices,  and  particularly  luft  arid  incontinence, 
rdgn  in  an  abfolute  manner  in  Madeira  over  all  conditions  of 
men ;  and  the  example  of  the  males  has  encouraged  the  fe- 
males to  fatisfy  their  defires  in  a  very  impure  and  lafcivious 
way.  The  women  never  lofe  an  opportunity  of  gratifying 
their  paffions,  and  efpecially  with  ftrangers,  without  regard 
to  his  rank.  Ovington  attributes  the  prevalence  of  this  evil 
.  to  that  extraordinary  manner  they  have  of  marrying  their 
children,  without  permitting  tfifem  to  fee  each  other  before, 
all  nutches  being  made  here  with  an  intire  difregard  to  every 
other  purpofe,  but  iniereft,  Ffe  relates,  th^t,  when  he  was  «" 
at  Madeirdy  a  marriage  was  oii  the  point  of  being  concluded 
between  two  perfons  of  faOiiota,  who  had  never  fet  eyes  on 
each  other,  and  both  Jsarties  were  come  to  the  place  ap- 
pointed for  the  celebration  of  their  nuptials,  before  they  had 
.even  an  opportunity  of  exprefliiig  their  inclinations.  However, 
an  accident  IM  the  bridegroom  to  a  room  feparated  by  a  thin 
partition  from  that,  in  which  his  miftrefs  and  another  young 
lady  entertained  each  other.  Through  a  chink  he  had  a  full 
-view  of  them,  and  their  converfation  eafily  diftinguifticd  biS 
intended  bride?  but  the  other  young  lady  plea/inghis  inch- 
iifttioas  better,  he  broke  off  the  match^  and  entailed  a  per- 
petual quarrel  by  the  affront  between  the  two  families.  As 
parents  make  up  all  family-conneftions  without  ever  confulc-  ^ 

ing  their  children,  it  is  highly  probable  that  this  may  be  one 
i^afon  for  the  loofenefs  of  unmarried  women.  The  old' 
folks  regard  nothing  befides  the  birth,  quality,  fortune,  and 
religion,  of  the  parties;  all  alliances  with  Jfeivs,  infidels, 
knd  proteftants,  being  rigidly  prohibited ;  but.  love  is  too 
dbftinate  a  paffion  to  be  bent  to  the  purpofes  of  avarice  and 
pride.  The  birth,  indeed,  of  the  woman  is  not  fo  much 
regarded ;  but  it  is  deemed  infamous  to  marry  a  hufband  of 
a  different  religion ;  and  thi«  fevere  reftriftion  extends  to  all 
the  Engli/b,  with  this  difference,  however,  that,  upon  em* 
bracing  the  popifti  religion,  they  are  looked  upon  as  worthy; , 
Ti^hereas  no  change  of  principles  can  wa(h  off  the  ftain  of  . 
jfudai/m  and  infidelity.  Yet  there  have  been  inftances,  where 
the  power  of  wealth  has  overcome  this  objeftion,  and  fet  ca-. 
fuifts  upon  explaining  away  that  fhame  which  would  ever  be 
attached  to  peiibas  lefe  rich  and  confidcrable,     Ovington 
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declares,  that  parents  pay  uo  r^ard  to  the  chaftity  of  the 
joung  perfons  whom  they  mtend  to  conneft  by  marriage ; 
fobriety  of  morals  and  continency  af e»  efpecially  in  ahuibandf 
the  woift  of  all  recomm(indatk>ns  to  the  favour  of  a  lady. 
He  relates  a  pieafant  inilance  of  this,  which  happened  dujripg 
his  refiJence  on  the  ifland.  A  widow  of  fortune  at  Ftmctij 
had  propoied  a  match  between  her  daughter  and  a  young 
gentleman  of  a  neighbouring  family,  and  matters  were  pretty 
far  advanced ;  but  the  old  lady  hearing,  that  the  intended 
bridegroom  had  ever  enjoyed  perfeA  health,  that  he  was 
never  infeAed  witU  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  that  he  always 
avoided  all  communication  with  loofe  wpmen,  immediately 
broke  off  the  treaty ;  affirming,  that  the  gentleman's  conduft 
was  th^  refult  of  fome  conilitutional  defet^t,  and  not  of  a 
prudence  fcarce  compatible  with  his  time  of  life. 

FuNCHAL,  we  obferved,  is  the  refidence  of  the  goremor ; 
.  it  is  likewife  fo  of  a  bifhop,  and  court  of  inquiiition.  It 
contains,  fays  Jtkins,  fix  pariOies,  a  number  of  chapels^  fix 
monafteries,  three  male  and  as  many  female ;  but  here  the  re- 
ligious are  not  fo  firaitly  laced  as  at  Li/battf  tho*  the  people 
are,  if  poilible,  more  opprefled  by  the  inquilltion,  the  moft 
diabolical  of  all  tribunals.  They  are  here  permitted  to  vifir, 
and  to  be  vifited  by,  ftrangers,  from  whom  they  buy  a  variety 
of  toys  and  conveuiencies,  by  means  of  thofe  heavy  taxes  laid 
on  the  confciences  of  the  people,  At  prefefit,  the  bifiiop  of 
Madeira  is  fuiFragan  to  the  fee  of  Li/hon  ;  but  formerly  Fun- 
cbal  was  the  refidence  of  the  archbiflbop  of  the  Eafi  Indies  K 
But  we  fliall  defer  a  further  account  of  the  clergy,  till  we 
comd  to  fpeak  of  fome  general  cuftoms. 

Besides  FwwrAti/,  the  metropolis,  there  are  feveral  other 
confiderable  towns  in  Madeira^  viz.  Moticerito,  Santa  Cruz^ 
and  ManchicOy  which  fome  writers  affirm  to  be  the  fame  with 
Santa  Cruz^  and  fo  called  from  a  church  of  that  name  dedi- 
caied  to  the  Holy  Crofs.  In  the  whole  ifland  are  no  lefs  than 
56  pariflies,  each  of  them  having  their  proper  churches;  and 
befides  the  religious  houfes  at  Funchal^  there  are  difperied 
over  the  ifland  five  monafteries,  eighty-two  hermitages,  to- 
gether with  a  great  number  of  fine  Teats  and  caftles. 

As  to  the  general  manticr  of  the  natives,  it  is  grave,  fober, 
and  temperate,  but  haughty  a^d  oftentatious.  Even  the 
richefl  Portuguefe  lay  themfelves  under  fevere  reftriftions  of 
fobriety,  which  they  hardly  ever  break  through ;  and  druken- 
pefs  is  a  vice  intirely  unknown  among  the  poorer  fort.  Du- 
ring the  vintage,  bread  and  dried  raifins  are  the  whole  fullc- 
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nance  of  the  labourer,  together  with  a  little  wine  diluted  with  i 

water;  and,  without  this  temperance,  it  would  be  impoffible 
for  them  to  efcape  fevers  in  hot  weather :  but  long  ufe  ai^d 
cuflofki  have  now  rendered  their  fobriety  conftitutional.  It  is 
certaiOy  that  the  exceffes  of  venery^  into  which  they  launch, 
render  their  moderation  in  drinking  the  more  necelfary,  and 
co-operates  with  the  climate  to  keep  the  inhabitants  of /WWWr^ 
the  moft  decerit  people  of  Jfrica  in  this  particular.  It  is  true, 
that  fervants,  provided  with  bottles  in  their  hands,  always 
attend  the  tables  of  the  rich ;  but  they  pretend  fo  exaftly  to 
judge  of  the  fobriety  of  their  mailers,  that  they  muft  be  re- 
peatedly defired  to  fill  a  glafs  before  they  prefeht  it.  So  far 
do  the  Portuguefe  carry  their  afFedlatioQ,  that  none  of  them 
are  ever  feen  to  make  water  in  public,  not  for  the  Take  of  de- 
.cency,  but  to  avoid  the  fcandalous  imputation  of  drunken- 
ncfs.  Nothing  can  be  more  abfurd  and  ridiculous  than  the 
important  and  proud  carriage  of  the  meaneft  Have,  equipped 
.with  his  fword  and  poniard,  and  walking  with  fhe  gravity 
and  ftiffnefs  erf  a  perfon  attending  a  folemn  proceifion.  The 
very  fervants  employed  at  table,  or  in  the  moft  fervilc  occu- 
pation, never  lay  afide  that  long  bar  of  cold  iron,  with  which 
their  tfiighs  are  decorated ;  as  if  they  would  compenfa.te,  by 
this  mark  of  vain  diftinftion,  the  real  oppreflion  and  flavery 
under  which  they  groan.  Perhaps  it  is  to  this  cuftom  we  may 
attribute  the  frequency  of  murder  in  Madeira.  This  horrid 
crime  of  duelling  is  become  a  badge  of  honour  here ;  for, 
to  gain  the  leaft  tdeen '  of  a  brave  man,  it  is  indifpenfably 
neceflary  that  you  have  dipt  your  hands  in  the  blood  of  your 
fellow-ereature.  What  indeed  confirms  the  Portuguefe  in 
this  barhaious  praftice,  is  the  proteftion  afforded  by  the 
church  to  criminals ;  a  deteftable  privilege,  that  reflects  dif- 
jgrace  on  the  whole  body  of  their  clergy,  and  intimates  their 
doftrine  to  be  inconfiftent  with  the  laws  of  juftice  and  hu- 
manity. Here  the  fmalleft  chapel,  and  taking  refuge  in  a 
confecrated  place,  will  fkreen  the  moft  notorious  criminal 
from  the  law ;  and  thefe.are  fo  numerous  all  over  the  ifland, 
that  no  one  need  ever  undergo  the  punifliment  which  law, 
reafon,  and  the  good  of  fociety,  require  ftiould  be  inflifted 
on  murderers.  Nay,  we  arc  told,  that  touching  the  altar, 
the  corner  of  a  church,  or  any  thing  that  has  been  confecrat- 
ed, will  fufficiently  proteft  a  man  in  the  prafticeof  the  worft 
of  crimes ;  -  yet  are  the  clergy  no  lefs  ftrenuous  in  defence  of 
this  prerogative,  than  if  the  fundamental  principle  of  their 
faith,  the*  good  of  the  church,  and  the  interefts  of  religion, 
depended  upon  it.  The  moft  rigorous  punifliment,  there- 
fore, of  murder  is  banilhment  or  imprifonment ;  both  which 
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the  parties  may  buy  ofFby  prefents  to  the  clergy,  whoenjof  a 
fort  of  defpotic  power,  which  they  have  acquired  in  co&&- 
^  quence  of  their  number,  wealth,  and  iafluence,  over  the 
minds  of  the  ignorant  people.  It  is  amazing  that  fo  large  a 
body  of  idle  clergy  can  be  maintained  in  fuch  affluence  by  fo 
fmall  a  number'  of  laborious  laics ;  but  fo  it  is,  the  poverty 
of  the  latter  exaftly  tallies  with  the  riches  of  the  former ; 
and  as  wealth  ever  implies  power,  the  clergjThave  engroflcd 
almoft  the  whole  prerogative  of  the  ifland,  the  governbj* 
himfelf  being  little  more  than  a  cypher.  The  Jefuits  hold 
the  firft  rank  in  the  church,  having  acquired  a  high  d^ree 
of  reputation  from  the  facility  with  which  they  grant  abfo- 
lution  to  penitents,  and  from  an  external  feverity  of  manners, 
and  an  appearance  of  fuperior  fanftity ;  perhaps,  we  may  add, 
from  their  fuperior  cunning,  fagacity,  learning,  and  attach* 
ment  to  their  common  intereft  (S).  Hence  it  is,  that  they 
carefully  conceal  from  the  public  the  flighteft  mifdemeanonr 
of  any  of  their  fraternity,  and  afTume  to  themfelves  the  fole 
right  of  punifhing  the  crimes  of  their  brethren,  even  though 
they  fliould  be  of  the  moft  pernicious  confequence  to  the  ftate 
and  to  fociety.  Should  any  of  them  be  accufed/  they  vigo- 
roufly  defend  his  caufe,  conceal  his  fault,  ot  explain  it  away 
by  a  Ipecies  of  religious  cafuiftry,  in  which  they-cxcel  all  the 
reft  of  mankind ;  and  if  they  happen  to  be  interrogated,  why 
they  fhould  flcreen  a  criminsd  ?  they  anfwer,  that  mercy  is  <«ife 
of  the  nobleft  attributes  of  the  Almighty. 

The  inhabitants  of  Madeira  always  bury  their  catholfc 
dead  in  their  churches  and  x:onfecrated  grounds.  The  corpfe 
is  dreffed  out  with  great  magnificence,  but  feldom  inclofed  in  • 
a  coffin ;  on  the  contrary,  they  mix  Ume  with  the  duft,  the 
fooner  to  confume  it ;  fo  different  ar^  their  manners  in"  this 
particular  from  thofe  of  the  Guanches  in  the  neighbotiring 
iflands.  This  mixture  of  burnt  lime,  and  the  warmth  of 
the  climate,  have  fo  fudden  an  efFeft,  that  we  are  told  a  grave 
may  be  opened  in  the  fpace  of  fifteen  days,  by  which  time 
ihe  body  is  wholly  reduced  to  duft, 

(S)  OwKgfon   fays,  indeed,  fociety  of  religious  in  the  liland* 

that  he  had  converfed  with  fc-  The  writings  of   the   Jefuits, 

Vera!  of  this  order,  but  never  even  in  the  moft  diHant,  barba* 

inet  with  above  three  who  were  reus,  and  .  ignorant  countries, 

fcholars,  or  fo  much  as  under-  ffaew  them  to  be,  perhaps,  the 

ilood  Latin  * ;    and  this,  per-  moft  univetfally  learned  body 

baps,  is  more  than  he  could  of  men  in  thQ  world, 
h^ve  picked  out  of  any  other 
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.  As  the  inquifition  is  violently  fet  againft  all  heretics,  the 
bodies  of*  fuch  are  forbid  aU  Chriftian  burial,  and  regarded 
as  the  carcaiTes  of  brutes.  £vea  the  mof):  confiderahle  Eng^ 
lifb  proteftant  merchants  are  treated  with  the  mod  ignomi- 
nious  contempt,  and  forced  to  throw  their  dead  bodies,  as  if 
they  were  on  fliip-board,  into  the  fca,  unlefs  they  pay  an  ex- 
travagant price  to  the  clergy  for  the  liberty  of  breaking 
ground*  Ovingtm  relates  a  very  barbarous  Inftance  of  this, 
of  which  he  was  an  eye-Witaefs.  An  Englifb  merchant  dy- 
ing, all  the  other  merchants  oi  the  fame  nation,  willing  to 
kkter  the  body  decently,  and  yet  to  avoid  the  rigorous  im^ 
poiitioos  of  the  inquifition,  determined  to  have  it  carried  in 
the  night  over  the  rocks  into  the  mountains :  however,  their 
de/ign  was  difcovered  by  that  jealous  tribunal,  and  they  were 
watched  to  the  place  of  interment.  Scarce  had  the  corpfc 
been  laid  in  the  duft,  whefi  they  were  furrounded  by  the 
corregidors  and  officers  of  juftice,  aflifled  by  a  large  body  <^  ^ 

armed  men,  who  immediately  dug  up  the  body,  expofed  it  \ 

to  public  infults,  and  then  threw  it  into  the  fea,  with  all  the 
pb^ible  marks  of  infamy  and  difgrace*  Hence  it  is,  that 
however  pleafant  and  delightful  the  ifl^nd  of  Madeira  may, 
ia  other  refpcfts,  be  thought,  yet  the  oppreffion  of  this 
damnable  inquifition  renders  i(  no  very  deferable  relldence 
for  fuch  as  rdEiife  to  lefign  their  confciences  and  underhand- 
ings  to  the  arbitrary  directions  of  the  Jefuits.  .The  volcanos. 
of  the  Canary  IJlands  are  not  more  terrible  to  the  native^, 
than  the  clergy  oiMadeira^  armed  with  the  authority  of  the 
inqusfition,  to  the  protefiants  who  live  under  their  jurifdic- 
tion.  It  is  certain,  that  Englijb  merchants  meet  with  better 
quarter  among  Turks  and  pagans,  than  where  the  Roman  ca- 
tholic clergy  have  the  le^ft  authority  in  their  hands ;  and  it 
is  remarkable,  that  the  further  thofe  zealots  are  removed  from 
the  head  oi  their  church,  the  more  defpotic,  cruel,  and  bi- 
gottcd  they  become.  In  RomCy  and  all  the  great  ttJwns  of 
Italy y  proteftants  converfe  faiAiliarly,  nay,  enter  into  intimate 
friendfliip,  with  the  popilh  clergy  ;  but  when  the  Jefuits  find  . 
themfidives  remote  from  the  feat  of  government,  and  in  a 
manner  but  of  the  eye  of  the  world,  there  their  authority^ 
their  oppreffion,  and  tyranny,  are  altogether  infupportable. 

Thjb  following  relation  from  Ovington  merits  the  reader's 
perufal.  While  he  was  at  Madeira^  fome  Englifb  failors, 
who  fpoke  the  Portuguefe^  having  been  well-received  at  the 
Jefuits  coJlege,  took  it  into  their  heads  to  become  converts 
to  then:  religion,  and  defired  to  be  inftruited  in  the  Roman 
catholic  faith  ;  a  requeft  that  was  chearfuUy  grafted  by  the 
jefaits*    The  captain  of  the  fhip  prepaiiog  to  purfue  hi^. 
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voyage  to  Indian  ordered  a  mufter  of  the  men,  and,  upon 
miffing  thefe  profelytes,  made  inquiry  after  them*  It  wa$ 
fooii  tound  that  they  were  protected  in  the  Jefoits  college; 
nor  were  all  his  petitions,  and  the  remonftrances  of  the£n^-» 
VJb  confuly  fuffident  to  get  them  returned.  The  captain  re-* 
folved  then  to  fupply  their  place  by  ftratageoiy  and  to  fdzc 
upon  the  firft  (h-agglers  among  the  nadves  he  could  oieet 
with.  When  he  was  juft  ready  to  weigh,  he  fitted  oat  his 
pinnace  with  a  number  of  armed  men,  to  laze  upon  the  firft 
perfons  they  faw,  and  convey  tliem  on  board.  The  pianace 
had  not  cruizec(  long,  before  two  reverend  fathers  going  \ff 
water  to  Punehal  prefenied  themfelves,  and  were,  to  thdr 
great  furprize,  made  prifoners  by  the  Engtijb  failors.  Whea 
they  came  on  board  the  (hip,  they  were  made  acquainted 
with  the  reafons  for  this  proceeding ;  and  that  they  muftbid 
farewell  to  their  delicious  refidence  at  Madeira^  and  prepare 
for  a  voyage  to  India^  in  cafe  they  could  not  prevail  on  theic 
brethren  to  reftore  the  fugitive  failors.  They  defired  per- 
miffion  to  write  to  the  governor,  which  they  fubmiued  to  the 
infpeftion  of  the  captain,  and  filled  with  prayers  and  the 
moft  paifionate  inftanoes,  that  they  might  be  redeemed  at  any 
price.  At  the  iame  time  the  captain  wrote  to  the  EngRfb. 
conful,  in  juftification  of  his  coaduf):.  No  foonec were,  thdfe ' 
ktters  arrived,  than  the  people,  no  lefs  enraged  than  tbo. 
clergy,  ran  about  the  town,  ciying  out  vengeance  agaioft  all 
the  Englijb,  in  cafe  the  fathers  were  not  immediately  fet  at 
liberty ;  infomuch  that  the  merchants  refiding  on  the  ifland 
began  to'  tremble  for  the  coniequences  of  this  uncommon  ad* 
Venture.  After  trying,  without  efle^,  all  poflible  means  to 
aifiiage  the  populace,  who  flew  about  the  ftreets  in  a  kind  of 
phrenzy,  they  refolved  to  go  on  board,  and  endeavour  to  pre- 
vail  on  the  captain^to  fet  the  Jefuits  at  liberty.  In  cafe  be 
proved  obftinate,  they  carried  with  them  thdr  money  and 
moft  valuable  effeds,  refolving  never  to  return  to  the  iXland, 
rather  than  hazard  the  confequences  of  the  popular  rage,  if 
they  failed  in  their  defign. .  If  he  captain,  however,  who  was 
both  a  man  of  fenfe  and  fpirit,  perceiving  the  danger  the. 
merchants  were  in,  the  prejudice  it  would  be  to  the  natiooai 
trade  to  incur  the  refentment  of  the  iflanders,  the  little  fernce. 
thefe  reverend  fathers  would  be  of  in  quality  of  failors,  and, 
laftly,  the  great  difference  there  was  between  the  cafe  of  fu-,* 
gltive  failors,  who  voluntarily  dcferted  the  (hip  and  their  i«U*. 
gion,  and  two  clergymen  imprifoned  without  caufe,  and  forced 
agaiuft  their  inclination  into  a  fervice  for  which  they  were  al« 
together  unfit,  determined  at  length  to  releafe  thera ;  which 
he  did  to  the  gesieral  fatisfa^ion  of  all  the  iflanders,  and  the. 
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W.ngKJb  merchants,  Thi^  relation  fliews  how  ftrongly  "bcn^ 
cm  making  profelytes  the  Jefuits  are,  how  tenacious  of  tbcir 
dghts,  and  how  extenfive  their  influence  over  a  people,  who 
^ually  dread  and  refpeA  them. 

Before  we  quit  the  ifland  of  Madeira^  the  reader  will 
probably  be  pleafed  to  fee  theoldeft  account  of  its  difco- 
V«ry,  as  related  by  Alcaforadp^  a  Spantfb  writer,  who  fleu- 
ciihed  but  a  few  years  after  a  colony  was  firil  fettled  here. 
This  author  likewife  fuppofes,  that  an  Englijb  gentleman 
kad  given  the  firft  intimation  of  fuch  an  ifland  to  the  Pot" 
^gu^f  then  at  war  with  the  powers  kot  Barbary%  and  that, 
Bpon  report  of  thefailors,  it  was  that  the  infant  Don  Henry 
fitted  out  a  large  fliip,  under  the  command  oiGonfalvo  Zarcoy 
who  was  to  attepipt  a  farther  dilcovery,  agreeable  to  the  di- 
reAions  of  the  Englijb.  In  coolequence  of  the  orders  re* 
ceived  from  Don  Henry ^  Zarco  fet  fail  {xx^  Puerto  Santp^  in 
which  the  Portuguefe  had  left  fome  men,"  upon  their  having 
fallen  in  with  it  about  two  years  before ;  that  is,  in  the  year 
1419.  On  his  arrival  here,  he  was  informed  by  the  little 
Golony,  that  when  they  went  arfifliing  a  few  leagues  from 
fliore^  they  always  efpied  to  the  fouth-weft  a  thick  cloud, 
impenetrably  dark,  raied  from  the  fea  to  the  heavens,  and 
ddended  by  terrible  ftorms,  which,  liowever,  never  dif- 
bcUed  or  diminiflied  it.  As  navigation  was  at  this  time  in  its 
jjofancy,  and  the  true  figure  of  the  globe  but  Uttk  known; 
tins  flrange  account  of  the  Portuguefe  at  Puerto  Santo  greatly 
difinayed  and  terrified  the  failors  of  Z^rcc^;  but  he  remained 
firm  in  his  refolution  to  execute  the  orders  of  his  prince,  and 
extend  the  honour  and  power  of  his  country.  He  judged, 
that  this  Qloud  was,  in  faft,  a  certain  fign  of  the  very  ^ 
land  he  fought  after.  However,  he  refolvcd  to  remain  at 
Puerto  Santo  till  the  ftorm  ceafed,  which  he  imagined 
would  occafion  fome  alteration,  and  perhaps  fally  explain 
the  phaenomenon ;  but  the  moon  changed,  and  the  cloud  re* 
inained  the  fame ;  a  circymfbnce  that  greatly  augmented  the 
fears  of  thefailors,  and  perfuaded  them  that  it  was  a  defence 
placed  by  the  Almighty  againft  the  curiofity  and  avarice  of 
Biankind,  beyond  which  but  to  attempt  penetrating  would  be 
Attended  with  certain  deftruftion.  Zarco,  however,  flill 
continued  in  his  old  fen^imeats,  aflirming  that  this  was  pro* 
bably  a  country  fo  covered  with  thick  woods,  as  to  exclude 
die  fun's  heat,,  and  of  confequence  fo  moift  as  to  fend  forth 
Gonflant  exhalations,  which,  colle6led  into  a  cloud,  occafioned 
that  extraordinary  darknefs.  Fully  aflbred  of  the  truth  of 
this  reasoning,  he  fet  fail  direftly  towards  the  objedl  of  their 
fears^  in  fpite  of  all  the  endcayoturs  of  his  crew  by  menaces 
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and  fapplicatioQS  to  prerent  him.     As  he  approached,  l|i> 
naen  became  more  ungovernable  and  clamorous  ;  but  tbc  re* 
folationand  undaunted  firmnefs  of  Zarro  overcame  all  difficoh 
ties,  and  even  infpired  his  men  with  courage.      At  lesglkr 
they  began  to  perceive  (bmething  o^  a  darker  colour  through 
the  cloud ;  but  the  diftance  was  too  great  for  them  to  diitifl^ 
guifh  what  it  was,  though  fome  of  the  failors  afHrmed  that 
they  faw  prodigious  giants,  which  foon  proved .  to  be  th* 
iharp-pointed  rocks  projefting  into  the  fea.     BefoFC  night, 
they  came  fo  near  as  to  fee  plainly  that  all  their  fears  arofe 
from  an  e3aremely  woody  and  mountainous  country,  whidi 
they  had  miftaken  for  a  thick  cloud ;  on  which  the  joy  of  tte 
jailors  was.  no  lefs  turbulent  than  their  fears  had  been  but  «i 
few  hours  before.     The  firft  point  of  land  they  fairly  difbo* 
vered  was  called  St.  Laurence  Point  by  Zarco%  after  doob* 
ling  which,  he  had  a  fine  view  to  the  fouth  of  a   coundy 
cloathed  with  the  moft  beautiful  verdure.     He  now  fent  a 
boat  to  examine  the  coaft;  and  the  firft  bay  ihe  touched 
was  the  fame,  fays  Alcaforado^  that  was  mendoned  by  ^ 
Englifb^  as  appeared  by  the  monument  of  Mc^bam,  or  Mark' 
ham^  with  an  infcription,  which  they  found  here.      imsosA 
atcly  the  boat  refumed  with  the  joyful  tidings  to  Zarco,  whft* 
then  went  himfelf  on  (hore^  and  took  pofiefiion  of  it  in  ths*' 
name  of  Don  Henry  and  King  John  of  Portugal,  on  the  8th  c£ 
July  1421.     Detaching  a  party  to  examine  the  interior  paitr 
of  the  country,  they  advanced  fo  far  as  to  fee  the  ocean  on  the 
oppofite  fide,  whence  it  was  concluded  to  be  an  iilaiid,  tfaa* 
it  was  before  believed  to  be  a  part  of  the  continent.     This* 
however,  not  fatisfying  Zarco,  he  ere^ed  a  crofs  on  a  high 
ground  near  the  fhore,  and  coafted  quite  round  ■  till  he  ar* 
rived  again  at  the  fame  place ;  after  whictv  he  went  in  ieaich 
of  fome  ground  lefs  woody  than  the  reft  of  the  country,  up- 
on which  to  lay  the  foundation  of  an  eftablifliment.     At  iaft 
he  arrived  at  the  plain  in  which  Funchal  now  ftands,   which, 
fays  our  author,  takes  its  name  from  the  prodigious  quantiqt 
of  fennel  growing  upon  it  in  Zarco'%  time.     It  is  f^d  in  tl^ 
Hci^ount,  that  not  a  veftige  of  a  human  creature,  beiides  tht 
Engltfb  monument,  wa§  Teen,  though  the  country  Teemed  to 
'abound  in  fowls  and  quadrupeds  of  difierent  kinds.     After 
making  all  the  neceflary  obfervations,  Zarco  fet  fail  for  Bu^ 
ropey  and  arrived  at  Usbon  the  following  year.     We  moil 
obferve,  however,  that  this  relation  of  Alcaforado^^  has  beea 
greatly  fufpefted  by  critics  to  be  a  woiic  of  much  lat^  dato 
than  that  author,  or  at  leaft  of  being  ftraiigely  interpolated 
and  mangled,  which,  they  affirm,  is  apparent  from  a  nusifoei* 
•f  circumAances.    In  our  opinion^  the-  moft  gbjeflible  dp* 
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cumftancels  the  date  of  this  (Jifcovery ;  for  all  other  writers 
agree,  that  a  colony  \va$  not  fettled  here  till  about  twenty 
years  after:  but  we  have;  fpent  fo  much  time  on  this  ifland^ 
that  we  believe  it  neceflary  to  leave  thefe  fpeculations  t©  th^ 
minds^of  readers,  who  maiy  have  mprc  leifure  and  inclinatioa 
to  enter  upon  them,  while  we  conclude  our  account  of  the 
African  idands/with  a  fhort  defcription  of  iS/.  Borondon,  and 
Puerto,  or  Porto  Santo  \  , 

Some  writers,  and  p2LTtxc\jklsurly  Un/cboten,  in  their  de->^^^'- 
fcription  of  the  Canary  IJlands^  mention,  as  fomething  fu^  ^J^^^ 
pematural,  a  certain  ifland,  which  they  call  St.  Borondoh,  or  ^  jl 
Porondon,  about  an  hundred  leagues  from  Ferro,  probably  '^"  *** 
weft,  tho*  no  writer  has  pretended  to  lay  down  its  exaA  po« 
(ition..  Here,  it  is  affirmed,  feveral  fhips  have  touched  by 
accident,  and  all  agree  in  their  relations  of  the  ftate  of  the 
inhabitants  and  ifland.  They  affirm,  that  it  is  beautifully 
doathed  with  a  great  variety  of  wood,  chiefly  fruit-trees  j 
that  the  vallles  are  in  a  perpetual  flate  of  verdure,  and  eter* 
pally  decked  with  flowers,  grafs,  and  plants,  the  fpontaneous 
produAions  of  the  earth,  or  with  cora  and  pulfe,  cultivated 
with  great  care  by  the  inhabitants  ;  that  the  foil  is  fo  pro* 
lific,  as  to  raife  large  quantities  of  corn  for  exportation;  and 
that  the  fliips,  that  call  here,  never  fail  of  refrefliments  of 
every  kind.  They  moreover  add,  that  it  is  peopled  by 
ChrifUans,  who  have  a  language  of  their  own,  apparently 
combined  of  a  variety  of  modern  languages ;  for,  fay  they^ 
whoever  underidands  the  European  tongues,  may  make  fliift 
to  hold  converfation  with  this  people.  It  is  remarkable,  that 
no  (hips,  exprefly  fent  uppU'this  difcovcry,  were  ever  fortu- 
nate enough  to  fall  in  with  the  ifland  of  St.  Borondon,  tho*  - 
the  Spaniards  have  made  feveral  attempts  from  the  Canaries^ 
Hence  it  has  been  called  the  Marvellous  Ifland';  and  hence, 
indeed,  we  may  conclude,  that  either  it  exifts  wholly  in  ima- 
gination, or,  at  leafl,  that  it  is  furrounded  with  fuch  cur*  ' 
rents  as  infenflbly  carry  fliips  out  of  their  courfe,  and  prevent 
their  meeting  with  it.  Some  writers  are  bold  enough  ta 
afRrm,  that  it  adtually  difappears  upon  certain  occaflons,  and 
fliifts  its  pofition ;  while  others,  with  more  appearance  of 
truths  allege,  that  it  is  frequently  ovqrcafk  with  thid^  and 

^  Gramay,  1.  ix.  Sanut.  c.8.  Capamosto^  apud  Ramuf. 
ubi  fap.  MoCQusT,!.  i.  Myks  Polit.  Ecclef.  1.  i.  c.  ^i.  Davit. 
p.  691.  OviNGTON,p.  10,  &fcq.  Atkins,  p.  23,  &  feq.  ]>app-« 
^.  9d.  Alcafgh.  apud  Ramuf.  p.  98.  Ogilb.  p.  744.  Hackl^ 
t.  iii.  p.  578.  La  Crqi  x,  t.  iv.  p.  iy.  p.  509.  Ba.rb.  ap.  Churcl^ 
I;.  V.  p,  524.  Prbvost,  t.  iii.  1.  v.  C.  i. 

Mou.  Hmt.  Vql.  2aY.  1  \  topenft* 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


48 1  tbiHifiorjof  ibihhicznlflands.       B.XV; 

impenetrable  clouds,  which  occafion  the  difappoiotment 
all  the  adventurers  who  have  gone  on  this  expedition.    But] 
thefe  are  fafts,  the  truth  of  which  we  i)(rjll  leave  the  reader' 
to  determine  K 
?ortd  The  ifland  of  Piurto  Santo  lies  in  the  Mlantic  ocean,  opr 

SaDtQ.  pofite  to  Cape  Canfin  in  the  kingdom  oi  Morocco,  find  under 
\  32  deg.  30  min.  north  latitude,  and  5  deg.  ap  minutes  weft 
longitude  fr(»n  London.  Some  writers,  and  particularly  Orj 
teliuSf  are  o^  opinion,  that  this,  and  sot  Madeira,  isi&^Carm 
oi  Ptolemy,  while  others  affirm  it,  infiead  of  one  <^  the  Ca- 
naries, to  be  the  Ombrio,  or  Phvialia,  oi  Pliny »  But  mod 
probable  it  is,  that  Puerto  Santo  is  the  ifland  called  Pabna 
%by  Ptolemy,  as  the  latitude  exadly  correfponds  with  hi^i 
pofition  of  it,  and  with  no  other.  According  to  La  Croij$, 
and  the  relations  of  voyages  given  by  Ramufio,  this  ifland  was 
difcovcred  fever^  years  before  Madeira ;  and  yet,  what  if 
ftrange,  they  make  Gonzalvo  Zarco  the  B^coverer  ;  and  Az- 
mufio  relates  the  very  fame  circumflances  of  the  on^  voyage, 
which  Jlcaforado  does  of  the  other.  Qther  writers  again 
affirm,  that  it  was  not  known  before  the  year  1428  ;  and  in-, 
deed  it  is  probable,  that  the  difcorery  both  of  it  and  Madeira^ 
was  ftill  of  later  date.  The  Portuguefe  Aect  fell  in  with  this; 
idand  by  accident  in  a  ftorm,  and  gave  it  this  nanae  on  ac-, 
count  of  the  prateftion  it  afforded  them.  It  was  then  un- 
inhabited; but  has  ever  fmce  continued  p^pled  by  the  Por- 
tugueje^  and  in  their  pofleffion.  The  illand  of  Perto  Santo  is 
but  imall,  not  exceeding  five  leagues  in  compafs,  according 
to  Cadamqfio ;  tho*  Sanutus  makes  it  (bmewhat  larger.  It  has 
good  harbours,  and  only  one  bay,  where  fhips  may  ride  fc- 
curely  againA  all  winds,  except  the  fouth'weft.  It  is  in  this 
bay  that  fhips  going  or  returning  from  India-  ftop  to  re- 
fit and  refreffi,  which  is  all  the  trade  the  inhabitants  enjoy. 
The  iiland  produces  wheat  and  com  in  great  abundance; 
tlfo  cows,  wild  boars,  and  rabbets;  the  latter  in  incredible 
numbers.  But  its  moft  valuable  produ^QUS  for  export  are 
dragon's  blood,  honey,  wax,  and  fifh.  All  the  inhabitants 
are  bigotted  Roman  catholics,  under  the  fpiritual  jurifdi^oa, 
of  the  bifhop  of  Madeira^  and  the  civil  power  of  the  go- 
vernor of  that  ifland.  In  a  word,  the  people  here  enjof 
enough  of  alt  the  conveniencies  of  life  to.  be  extremely  hap- 
py, were  they  not  frequently  molefled  by  the  incuriions  and' 
depredations  of  pirates,  "vho  frequendy  plunder  the  villages, 
and  carry  off  the  inhabitants,  as  happened  in  the  yeaf  161 7, 
when  they  made  above  600  prifoners  ^. 

*  La  Croix,  t.  v.  p,  706.  LiNSCH^^ubi  fup.  ^  DavIty, 

t.  V.  p.  62 1 .  La  Croix,  p.  707.  ctiam  AuA.  fup.  citat.  ibid. 
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WiE  ihall  clofe  this  volume  with  aa  account  of  the  Azores^ 
which  feme  geographers  defcribe  as  belonging  to  Africa^ 
ikhers  to  America^  and  fonie  others,  upon  better  grounds,  to 
Eiiropfii  However,  as  they  lie  in  the  lame  fea  with  thefe  we 
have  been  juft  defcribing,  we  think  this  the  nioft  convenient 
part  for  thenij  ^fpecially  as  it  is  a  difputed  point  to  which  of 
the  above,  three  quarters  of  the  globe  they  belong,    Robbe 

,ranks  the  Azores  among  the  African  iflands,  De  Ufk  among 
the  American,  as  being  nearer  that  continent,  and  moft  of 
bur  Englijb  geographers,  for  xht  fatfie  rcafon,  among  thofe 
of.  Europe  (T).  Thefe  iiflands  had  the  name  o^  Azores,  or 
jizords,  from  feveral  flights  of  hawks  which  appeared  to  th^ 
firft  difcdveitrs :  they  are  alfo  called  Terceras,  it 6m  One  of 
them  which  goes  by  that  name^  and  tho*  not  the  largeft,  ia 
yet  the  chief  and  mofl  confiderable  (U). 

The  Azores,  Tercexas,  or  Wejiern  Ifles,  are  feven  In  num*^ 

.fcer,*  viz,  St.  Michael,  St.  Maria,  Tercera,  Gratiofa,  St. 

»  George,  Pico,  and  Fayal,  befides  thofe  oiFlores  and  Corvo^ 
which  are  now  included  among  them,  as  they  are  under  the 
ifanie  government,  and  but  feventy  leagues  diflant  to  xhxi 
weft  ward.  Formerly  they  were  called  th&  Fkmijb  ^auds^ 
becatifc-  they  were  fu^pofed  to  have  been  dlfcovered  by  a  Fie* 
7>^  merchant,  a  native  of  Bruges,  who,  in  his  voyage  to 
Lisbon,  A.  1445,  or,  as  others  think,  in  1449,  was  drivea 
fo  far.  to  the  weft  by  a  ftorm,  as  to  fall  in  with  the  Azores, 
which  he  found  uninhabited.  Upon  his  arrival  at  Lisbon,  hc 
gave  fuch  hints,  in  relating  his  adventure,  as  were  fufHcient 
to  engage  that  then  enterprifing  court  in  a  further  difcovery^ 
which  lucceeded  to  their  wifti.     Antonio  Conzalo,  ip  his  Hi^ 

Jlory  of  the  t>ifcoverers  of  the  World,  fays,  that  the  gteat 
Dori  Henry,  prince  oi  Portugal,  thought  this  fo  confiderable 
an  acquifition  to  the  former  difcoveries  he  had  made,  that  he 
Went  in  perfon  to  take  poffcffion  of  the  Azores,  in  1449. 
Davity  affirms,  that  the  Flemijb  merchants,  on  the  part  of 

^  their  countryman,  fent  a  colony  thither,  whidh  fetlled  ia 
Fayal^  where  theii:  defcendants  continue  to  this  day.  In 
proof  of  this  aflertion,  it  is  urged,  that  a  river  in  this  ifland 
is  called  by  thtPortuguefe,  Rio  or  Ribera  dos  Flamingos.    All 

(T)  Our  re^ons*for  placing  they  complete  a  volume,  with- 

the  Azarts  among  the  African  out  breaking  in  uppn  a  regular 

iflands  are,  lit,  Bei^aufe  they  lie  chain  of  narrative, 
in  the  fame  ocean,  and  in  not        (U)  Some  writers  derive  the 

very  diftant  latitudes  from  thofe  name  from  an[er,  a  goofe,  the 

we  have  been  defcribing :  zdly,  firft  difcoverers  having    found 

Becaufe  we  have  been  lately  great  plenty  of  tb^efe  birds  on 

defcribing    feveral    Portuguefe  landing  there. 


iflands;   and^  laftly^   Secaufe 
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the  others  are  undoubtedly  inhabited  by  the  Portugue/e,  under 
•  a  governor  of  that  nation,  refi4ing  at  Angra,  the  capital  of 
Tercera^  and  indeed  of  all  the  Azores  (W).  ^  In  fpirituals, 
they  are  under  the  'jurifdiftion  of  the  bifliop  of  the  Azores^ 
ivhofe  capital  refidence  is  at  Punta  Deglada^  in  the  ifland  di 
St.  Michael. 

In  the  year  1457,  the  inhabitants  had  a  grant  from  AU 
fhonfo  V.  exempting  their  trade  from  all  duties  to  any  of  the 
ports  of  Spdih  or  Portugal;  and  feveral  other  immunities  and 
privileges  were  granted  to  this  favourite  colony.  They  lie 
betvireen  the  36th  and  40th  deg.  of  north  latitude,  and 'be- 
tween the  23d  and  32d  deg.  of  weft  longitude,  about  300 
leagues  to  the  weftward  of  Portugal,  nearly  the  fame  diftance 
to  theeaftward  of  Newfoundland,  and  not  much  exceeding  it 
to -the  north-weft  of  the  ifland  of  Madeira,  or  the  African 
fide  of  the  Streights  of  Gibraltar  (U).  Ortelius  has  given  a 
inap  of  them  from  Texeira,  the  king  of  Spain's  geographer; 
acquainting  us  at  the  fame  time,  that,  as  foon  as  fliips  bound 
from  Europe  to  America  touch  here,  they  are  immediately 
freed  from  all  the  vermin  that  before  infefted  them ;  no  fpe- 
cies  of  noxious  or  poifonous  animals  being  able  to  live  above 
.a  few  hours  in  the /^zord-/.  ^ 

Besides  the  Azores,  ihcluding  Flores  and  Corvo,  there  are 
feveral  fmaller  iflands  to  the  north- weft,  which  merit  no  par- 
ticular defcription;  one  only  excepted,  which  Ktrcher  affirms 
emerged  all  of  a  fudden  out  of  the  fea,  at  a  place  where 

(W)  Mr.  de  Thouf  or  fbuanus,        (U)    Great  pains  have  been 

lefufes  this  F/(fi»^  merchant  the  taken    by   fome  learned  geo- 

honoor  of  the  difcovery,  which  jgraphers  to  fhew,  that  lYit Axores 

he  afcxibes  to  the  fame  BeUn-  are  the  Caffiterides  of  the  anti* 

C0urt,  who  is  the  fappofed  dif-  ents,    whence   the  PhetniciaMs 

coverer  of  the  CoMoriis.    It  is  drew  fuch  large  ^antities  of 

ufual,  indeed,  with  the  French  tin ;   though  they   never  pre- 

writers,  to  put  in  the  claim  of  tended  to  reconcile  their  lati* 

their  nation  for  all  difcoveries,  tude  with  the  pofition  given  by 

howfoever  ill-founded,    ^buar  the  antients,  but  only  to  fhew 

*     mu  iTays,  that  Belancourt  fojd  the  obfervations  taken  by  the 

his  right  to  the  Spaniards ,  and  latter  to  be  erroneous  ;  but  all 

thefe  laft,  fays  he,  have  pub-  the  beft  writers  are  now  agreed 

lifhed  a  book  in  Mr;inV0,  about  that  the  SciJiy  iflands  are  the 

an  hundred  years  ago,  in  which  antient  Caffiterides^  as  we  have 

they  pretend,  that  Belancourt  mentioned  more  fully  in  oar  Aa* 

was  employed  by  the;n;  and  tient  Hiilory  *• 
that  thefe  iflands  were  the  'firft 
he  made  in  thofe  feas. 

*  r^L  xvHu  f,  485.  erteUi  Geogr^fii  Jmr,  Sgudrgnd,  fii  v^e, 

'  ^  fiOicr* 
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jBy(bermen  ufed  to  found  r2p  feet, water,  .  .At  firil:  this.lfland 
appeared  in  form  of  a  groupe  of  rocks, ,  filling  up  a  fpace  of 
five  or  fix  aciies  of  ground ;  but  afterwards  enlarged  to  ad  . 
jXqany  nailes  in  extent.  This  event  was  preceded  by  horrible 
^rthquakes  £br  near  eight  days;  after  which  a  violent  ficb 
.broke  pot  through  the  furface  of  the  fea,,  ilamiag.  yp  to  the 
.clouds>  acbd  yomiting  out  prodigious  quantities  of  fand> 
..e^fh,  Aones^  and  minerals,  appearing  at  a  diftance  like  large 
.fleeces  of  wool,  ai^d  falling  down  again  to  the  furface  of  the 
water,  upon  whiqh  they  fwam  in  a  concrete  form.  This 
^■was  followed  by  the  emerfion  of  the  rocks  we  have  mea- 
.lioned,  and  by  fome  others  of  greater  height,  which  were 
broke  in  pieces  by  another  jQiock  of  an  earthquake,  and  th^a 
'  united  ii\to  one.  folid  mafs,  with  th^  fcum  fwimming  oa  the 
top  of  the  water.  Such  is  the  account  of  Kirchery  which  we 
wUl  not  pretend  to  defend,  tho*  that  might  poffibly  be  done 
by  well-attefted  fimilar  inftances ;  particularly  of  an  ifland 
-ia  the  Jrckipfhgo,  mentioned  hy  Santorino^  and  fomQ  other 
.writers  of  urjqueftioned  veracity. 

The  Teresa  or  Azfires  IJlands  are  difcovered  a  great  way 
9X  fea,  30  k^ues,  iays  Fre;uer^  by  a  high  mountain  called 
the  Picoy  or  peak,  of  the  Azores ^oi  a  conical  form,  like  the 
.p^  of  Teneriffe.  AU  writers  allow,  .that  the  Azores  enjoy  a 
clear  ferene  iky,  and  who|fome  pleafant  climate ;  and  that 
■  they  are  fertile  in  corn,  wine,  fruits,  and  quadrupeds,  both 
wild  and  tame.  Their  greatjeft  inconvenience  is  their  beii^ 
fubjeA,  like  the  Canaries^  to  violent  earthquakes,  as  well  as 
to  the  fury  of  the  furrouhding  waves,  which  frequendy  do  aa 
JUlcredibie  deal  of  mifchief  to  the  inhabitants,  by  overflowing 
the  low  grounds,  and  fweeping  q&  whole  fields  of  grain  and 
folds  of  cattle,  breaking  down  their  fences  and  overturnii^ 
their  houfes. 

The  firft^fland  in  order  is  St.  Michael,  or,  as  the  Portu^ 
gue/e  call  it,  San  Miguely  it  being  the  mofi:  eafiern  and  largeft, 
computed  about  20  leagues  in  length.  St.  Michael  has  {eve* 
Xal  confiderajble  towns  and  villages,  extremely  populous,  and 
.giving  a  large  commerce  in  corn,  wine^  and  cattle ';  but  the 
harbours  are  bad  and  dangerous  for  fiupping.  It  (lands  about 
.  weight  leagues  fouth-eaft  oiTercera,  and  abounds  with  arable 
and  pallure  ground ;  though  thefe  advantages  are  more  than 
compenfated  by  the  conftant  terror  in  which  the  inhabitants 
live,  every  moment  expeAing  earthquakes  and  volcanos  that, 
will  fwallow  them  up.  This  is  a  misfortune  to  .which  St. 
A^chael  is  more  liable,  andoftcner  expofed,  than  any  other 
of  the  Azores  iflands.  Kircher  gives  an  account  of  a  dreadful 
earthquake  whicfjn  happened  here  0x1  the^ddiof  Juries  1638, 

I  i  3  that 
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that  condnued  for  eight  days,  without  any  tntenniffion,  and 
io  terribly  (hook  the  ifland,  efpecially  the  canton  of  Vhrgm, 
that  the  people  abandoned  thdr  houfes  in  the  utmoft  terror 
and  perturbation,  living  all  the  while  in  the  open  fidds.  At 
this  time  it  was,  that  the  new  ifland  we  have  menticxied  wtts 
formed ;  and  had  not  Providence  direAed  the  wind  to  blow: 
on  the  contrary  fide,  this  ifland  of  St.  Michael  muft  inevitably 
have  been  deftroyed  by  thofe  (bowers  of  liquid  ftones  and  mi- 
nerals thrown  up  into  the  air,  while  the  irruption  condnued« 
The  chief  town  of  St.  Michael  is  Punta  del  Cada^  rendered 
confiderable  by  its  commerce,  its  ftrong  cafUe,  in  which  the 
Portugueje  keep  a  conftant  garifon,  and  by  the  refidence  cf 
the  primate  of  the  Azores, 
Santa  Next  ftands  the  ifland  of  Santa  Maria,  about  1 2  leagues 

Maria,  ^q  the  fouthwand  of  St.  Michael,  and  faid  to  be  1 2  leagues  in 
compafs.  It  has  a  ftrong  natural  rampart  of  high  mountains 
and  fteep  rocks,  with  which  it  is  quite  furrounded,  in  a  man- 
ner fo  conneAed,  clofe,  aad  regular,  as  requires:  not  the  aflift- 
ance  of  art,  nor  of  caftles,  prifons,  fences,  and  fortifications. 
The  interior  parts  are  fertile,  populous,  and  wdl  cultivated, 
fupplying  all  the  conveniencies  of  life  in  great  abundance^ 
Santa  Maria  la  Prainha  is  the  chief  town ;  befides  which  the 
ifland  has  the  towns  oi  Bodes,  Cqftillo,  and  a  number  of  vil- 
lages, which  we  need  not  dcfcribe.  What  merits  attention,  as 
it  conftitutes  a  great  part  of  the  commerce  of  the  ifland,  is  an 
ingenious  porcelain  manufacture,  la  which  china-ware  is  hap- 
pily imitated,  and  this  commodity  brought  to  a  high  degree 
of  perfeftion. 
Tereera.  Tercera  is  the  next  ifland  in  order,  und  is  fuppoied  to 
have  derived  its  name  from  its  ftanding  the  third  in  this  dufter 
of  iflands,  in  point  of  fituation,  tho'  the  firft  in  dignity,  as 
appears  from  a  number  of  circumftances,  and  particularly 
from  its  communicating  its  name  to  the  reft.  This  ifland 
•  lies  about  28  leagues  from  the  two  former,  and  is  computed 
to  be  1 6,  and  hy  Labat  21,  leagues  in  circumference.  Its 
figure  is  almoft  circular,  its  coafts  High,  and  fo  furrounded 
with  craggy  rocks,  ^hat  it  is  deemed  impregnable,  every  ac- 
ccflible  part  on  the  coaft  being  defended  by  ftrong  forts, 
heavy  cannon,  and  a  numerous  and  regular  garifon.  Whe- 
ther it  was  fo  in  queen  Elizabeth's  time.  When  the  earls  of 
Cumberland  and  Effex  made  a  fuccefsful  defcent  on  the(c 
iflands,  we  are  not  informed .  The  only  tolerable  port  in  the 
whole  ifland  is  the  harbour  of  Angra,  the  capital ;  a  port  this 
equally  feciire  againft  ftorms  and  an  enemy,  it  being  in  form 
■  of  a  crefcent,  the  extremities  of  which  are  defended  by  two 
high  rocks,  that  vyafo  (;\r  yuo  the  lea  as  to  rfender  fhe  ca- 
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^teaace  adirow,  and  eafily  covered  by  the  batteries  on  each 
iide.  The  ifland  is  high,  and  difiingui(hed  at  fea  6a  the 
fonth^^aft  by  a  point  of  low  land  that  projefts  eaftward,  and  ' 
1>>|7ac^pecutontheweftiide,  formed  by  a  jpoint  of  land,  on 
^wUich  ard  two  hi^  hills ;  laiUy,  by  two  Imall  iflands,  cut 
"jperpeodicniaf  ,  ^bout  a  league  to  the  eaftward  of  the  above 
crape,  called  llkiosp  Half  a  le^e  fouth  fouth-eaft  from  thefe 
^re  three  breakers,  ^en  with  the  fur&ceof  the  water,  but  all 
^  tkem,  aGCording  to  Frezier^  mifplaced  in  the  Flambeau  d^ 
Ja  Mere^  and  saoit  other  charts. 

^His  ifland  of  T^rcera  is  fertile,  pleafant,  and  healthy  ; 
the  very  rocks,  which  eliewfaere  are  dry  and  Imrren,  produce 
here  excellent  vines,  tho'  not  equal  to  thc^e  raifed  in  the  ^b* 
nariis  and  MadHra.  The  land  yields  large  crops  of  wheat 
and  other  grain,  pafture  for  cattle,  and  a  prodlgions  variety 
of  lemons,  oranges,  and  all  thofe  fruits  peculiar  to  cold  and 
iiot  climates,  which  are  obfcrved  to  be  propagated  to  the 
greateft  advantage  in  temperate  countries,  and  between  the 

,  f>aralleU  of  25  and  35,  north  or  fouth  of  the  equipoiSiaL 
ladeed  all  the  above  commodities  are  produced  in  fuch  per*' 
^eftion  and  plenty,  that  Tercera  wants  none  of  the  necefla- 
ries/of  life,  befides  oil  and  fait;  and  why  oUves  may  not  be 
raifed,  and  fea-falt  made,  we  are  at  a  Jofs  to  conjefture*  Per- 
haps the  inhabitants  fimd  it  necefl&ry  to  take  thde  from  fpme 
other  countries  with  whi<;h  they  trade;  and  therefore  ne- 
glefl:  cultivating  them^  In  Tercera  grow  two  extraordinary 
roots,  the  one  called  jB^^^,  wdgbing  near  apound,  and 
excellent  wbolfome  food  for  the  peafants,  tho'  it  be  neg]e£led 
by  perfons  of  fafliipn,  for  no  othpr  reafon  than  becauie  it  is 
plentiful,  and  uled  by  the  vulgar :  the  other  is  defcribed  about 
the  fize  of  a  coco-nut,  covered  all  over  with  fine  long  fibres 
of  a  gold  colour,  almoft  equal  to  fiilk  in  foftnefs  and  fine- 
nefs,  capable  of  being  manufa^ured  into  ftufis,  but  iifed 
-only  infteadof  feathers  in  ftuffing  beds.  This  root  has  no 
name  in  authors,  tho'  it  is  probable  that  the  natives  diflin- 
guiftiit  by  fome- appellation.  It  is  remarkable  of  the  7ir- 
cera  corn,  that  it  will  not  keep  a  year  without  germinating^ 
•unlefs  preferved  by  art.  Even  wheat  requires  to  be  H^pt 
clofe  from  th^  air,  and  buried  in  caverns  cut  in  rocks,  or 
dry  fandy  ground,  well  covered  with  a  ftooe.  Theie  are  the 
^anaries  of  the  inhabitants,  from  whence  they  fetch  the 
graift,  as  the  ncceffities  of  the  family  may  require.  The 
oxen  bred  in  Tercera  grow  to  a  moaftrous  iize,  with  (pread- 
ing  horns  of  very  extraordinary  dimenfions ;  yet  are  they  fa 
.  tame  and  gentle,  that,  when  feeding  in  herds,  every  one  will 
come  to  h^  mailer  as  fooii  as  called,  it  beiAg  cuHomary  there 
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to fJLWt  tbem  allcertain  naines.  irhe.madsa]liQVi6r the  iflapd 
aec  nigged  and  difficult,  ob  iiccpunt  of  the  Woods,"  nuHUi* 
tains  and  cnggy  nxKs,  which  Dccnr  .within  erery  haif-mis^ 
and  tfae^giound  ond^^foot  rdoands  as.if  it  were  idl  hollow 
beneath,  which  it  pnobabty  is*  Some  ctevices  diere  ^i^ 
.vrhichemir  a  folphnreonsileaai,  itnd  others  that  throw  u^ 
ffN-ings  of  water  fo  hot  as  to  bcul  an  c;gg  in  a  few  aunntsesi 
whence  we  may  eafily  account  for  Tarcera's  bdng  fo  fnbjeft 
to  earthquakes.  Within  three  leagues  pf  the  capital  is  an* 
other  fpnng  of  a  jpetrifying  quality,  in  which  wood,  roots^ 
and  other  vegetaUe  fubfbmces,  are  ibon  turned  into  floneas 
hard  as  flint;  and  on  the  brim  of  the  foontun.gtow  large 
trees,  whofe  roots  are  hard  as  fbeel,  while  vegetation  goestx^ 
and  the  reft  of  the  tree  continues  of  the  ufual  coniiftence  of 
wood.  This  ifland  produces  fome  excdlent.  tinJ^er,  particu- 
larly cedar,  which  grows  to  a  very  great  hdght  and  thick* 
nefs :  it  is  even  In  fuch  plenty,  that  thdr  commea  carts^ 
wa^CMis,  and  utenfils  of  ail  kinds,  are  made  of.  it. 

Here  ftands  the  city  of  Angra^  the  metropolis  not  (xily 
of  TVr^^tf,  but  of  all  the^^zor^r  Iflanis^  and  the  refideoce 
of  the  governcu-.  It  is  feated  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland, 
about  Sie  middle  way  of  the  longeft  diameter,  on  the  e<%e 
of  the  fea,  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  harbour  we  have  de- 
fcribed,  formed  by  a  point  of  land  called  Monie  de  Braxil* 
The  town  is  weU*built  and  populous,  and  is  an  epifcopal  fee 
under  the  jurifdiftion  oi  the  archbifhop  of  Li/bon.  It  hath 
five  pariihes,  a  cathedral,  four  monafteries,  as  many  nuane* 
ties,  befides  an  inquUition  and  a  biihop's  court,  which  ex- 
tends its  jurifdiAion  over  all  the  Azores^  FloreSf  and  Corv$. 
Angra  is  furrounded  by  a  good  wall  and  dry  ditch,  of  great 
depth  and  breadth,  and  defended  by  a  ftrong  caftle,  rendered 
Anions  by  the  imprifonment  of  king  Aipho^o^  by  his  brother 
Pet€r^  in  the  year  1668.  We  are  told,  that  the  town  de* 
rives  its  name  from  Angra,  a  creek,  bay,  or  Ilation,  for  Ship- 
ping ;  this  bay  being  the  only  convenient  harbour  in  all  tha 
.  Azores.  For  this  reafon  chiefly  it  is,  that  the  Portuguefe  have 
•fo  carefully  fecured  and  fortified  thefe  iflands;  their  fxtuatioo, 
.  and  particularly  of  this  bay,  being  fo  conunodious  for  the  re* 
frefliraent  of  their  Bra:ul  Acta  and  Eajl  /;z</ki.fquadrons.  This 
port,  which  opens  from  the  eaft  to  fouth-weft,  is  not  above 
four  cables  length  in  breadth,  and  not  two  of  good  bottom, 
according  to  Fnzier.  However,  fiiips  may  ride  in  great 
fafety  here  during  fair  fummer  weather,  becaufe  then  only 
gende  wind$  breathe  from' the  weft  to  north  north- weft ;  but, 
asfoon  as  the  winter  begins,  the  ftorms  are  fo  furious,  that 
the  only  fafety  for  (hipping  is  putting  with  all  poflible  ex-. 
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oedidon  to  fea.  Happily  thcfe  ftorms  are  preceded  by  infal- 
Bble  tokens,  with  which  long  experience  has'  made  the  inha- 
IStants  perfeftly  acquainted.  On  thefe  oCcafions,  the  Pico^ 
or  peak,  is  overcaft  with  clouds,  and  grows  exceedingly  dark ; 
bot  what  they  repute  the  mqft  Certain  criterion  is  the  flut- 
lering  and'  chirping  of  flocks  of  birds  round  the  city,  for 
fome  daysbiefore. 

At  jdlngra  are  kept  the  royal  magazines  for  anchors,  cables, 
feUs,  and  all  forts  of  ftores,  -for  the  royal  navy,  or  occafion- 
ally  for  merchant-men  in  great  diftrefs.  All  maritime  affairs 
arc  under  the  infpeftion  of  a  certain  officer,  called  De/ambar-' 
gador,  who  hath  fubordinate  officers  and  pilots  for  conduft* 
ing  fhips  into  the  harbour,  or  to  proper  watering-places, 
*rhe  Englijh,  French,  jsind  Dutch,  have  each  a  conful  refiding 
here,  though  their  commerce  with  this  or  iany  of  the  Azores 
ifUcTids  be  but  inconfiderabld  Moft  of  the  public  and  pri- 
vate buildings  have  a  handfome  exterior  appearance,  but  very 
indifferently  furniflied  within;  -but  their  poverty  in  this  par- 
ticular the  Portugueje  artfully  cloath  under  pretence  of  the 
inconvenience  of  warm  furniture  in  fo  hot  a  climate.  Glaz- 
ing in  their  windows,  carpets,  filk  or  paper-hangings,  and  all 
fuch  ornaments,  would  render  their  houfes,  they  fay,  intole- 
jrably  warm ;  but  the  truth  is,  the  poverty  of  the  inhabitants 
renders  it  impoffible  for  them  to  acquire  any  furniture  that 
is  elegant,  and  their  pride  makes  them  defpife  what  is  mean. 

Besides  Angra^  there  are  feveral  other  towns  and  large 
villages  in  Tercera^  with  a  number  of  forts  and  garifons,  un- 
der the  direftion  of  the  governor,  who  has  the  oower  of  fill- 
ing up  all  vacancies  that  happen  among  the  mihtary  officers. 
The  only  town,  however,  thut  deferves  to  be  mentioned  is 
Jticyd^  which  is  a  place  of  trade,  and  has  the  fecond-beft 
hirbour  in  the  Azores.  It  is  well-peopled,  hath  a  large  paro- 
chial church,  two  monafteries,  two  nunneries,  4ind  was  a 
flourifhing  town,  before  the  earthquakes  in  May  and  Septem- 
ber 1 614,  almoft  totally  deftroyed  \t\  a  blow  which  it  has 
never  fince  recovered.  In  the  whole  ifland  of  Tercera  the  in- 
habitants are  computed  at  20,000  fouls ;  the  *men  and  wo- 
incn  living  much  in  the  fame  manner  as  native  Portuguefe  and 
Spaniards,  fubjeft  to  the  fame  paffions  of  jealoufy  and  re-^ 
venge,  and  having  all  the  other  charafterifticsof  the  mother- 
country,  rather  heightened  thandiminiftied. 

Gratiosa  ifland  lies  the  moft  northern  of  all  thecjatiofa^ 
Azores^  diftant  about  eight  leagues  from  Tercera,  and  taking 
its  name  from  its  beauty  and  fertility.    It  does  not  exceed 
five  or  fix  leagues  in  compafs ;  but  is  as  fruitful  in  corn, 
^uits,  pafture,  and  cattle,  as  it  is  poiSble  for  fo  (mall  a  fpot 
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fttpplying  Tereera^  and  feveral  of  the  other  iflands,  with  a 
great  part  of  its  produce.  It  is  well-peopled,  hath  a  number 
of  villilges^  caftles,  forts,  and  works^  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
coaft ;  but  no  cities  or  towns. 

Saiht         •  The  fifth  ifland  is  St.  George^  which  hath  nothing  rcmiirk-  \ 

Giorg^.    able  befides  ft  great  number  of  lofty  and  full-grown  cedars^  J 
with  which  the  natives  drive  a  confiderable  trade;  -  It  is  be- 
fides tolerably  fertile  in  corn,  and  the  other  neceflaries  ti 
life ;  but  fo  mm  as  to  merit  no  particular  dcfcription  in  this 
work. 

Pi«o.  W£  dome  now  to  tlie  Ifland  of  Pico^  to  called  from  foine  . 

lofty  mountains  on  it,  or  rather  from  one  very  high  moun- 
tain,  tennitiating,  like  Tmet0i,  in  a  peak^  and  reputed  by 
fome  writers  equal  to  \t  ip  heigfht.  Tins  ifland  lies  about 
four  leagues  S. W.  from  St.  George,  1 2  from  fercera,  arid  about 
three  leagues  fduth-fcaft  of  Fayal.  The  mountain  Pic9,  which 
gives  name  to  the  ifland,  is  filled  with  difmal  dark  caverns 
qr  vdlcanos,  which  frequeridy  vomit  put  flames,  fmoke,  and 
aflies,  to  a  great  diftance.  At  the  foot  of  this  mountain, 
towird^  the  eaft,  is  a  fpring  of  frefli  water  j  generally  coldj 
but  fometimes  fo  heated  with  the  fiibterraneoiis  fire,  as  torulh 
forth  in  torrents,  with  a  kind  of  ebullition  like  boiling  water, 
equallii^g  that  in  heat,  and  fending  forth  a  fleatn  of  fulphu- 
reous  fetid  vapours,  liquified  ftones,  ininerals,  and  flakes  of 
earth  all  on  fire,  in  fuch  quantides,  and  withfucb  a  violence^ 
as  to  hav9  formed  a  kind  of  promontory,  vulgarly  called  My* 
Jlerios,  on  the  declivity  of  the  coaft,  and  at  the  diflance  of 
1200  paces  from  the  fountain.  Such  at  leaft  is  the  account 
of  Ortelius,  tho'  we  do  not  find  this  laft  circumftance  of  th« 
Promontory  confirmed  by  later  obfervadons.  The  circum- 
ference of  PiVo  is  computed  at  about  15  leagues^  and  its 
moft  remarkable  places  are  Pico,  Lagoas,  Santa  truce,  or 
Cruz,  San  Sebajlian,  Pefquin,  San  Rocko,  Playa,  and  Mag* 
dalenay  the  Inhabitants  of  which  live  wholly  on  the  produce 
of  the  ifland,  in  great  plenty  and  felicity.  The  cattle  arc 
various,  numerous,  and  excellent  in  their  feveral  kinds ;  'tis 
the  fame  with  the  vine,  and  its  juice,  prepared  into  difie- 
rent  wines,  the  beft  in  xiit,  Azores.  Befides  cedars  and  other 
timber,  they  have  there  a  kind  of  wood  which  they  call 
Teixo,  folid  and  hard  as  iron,  and  veined,  when  finely  po- 
liftied,  like  a  rich  fcarlet  tabey,  which  colour  it  has  in  great 
perfcftion.  The  longer  it  is  kept,,  the  more  beautiful  it 
grows ;  hence  it  is,  that  the  Teixo  tree  is  felled  only  for  the 
king's  ufe,  or  by  his  order,  and  is  prohibited  from  being  ex- 
ported as  a  common  article  of  trade,  \ 
.                        '                                                        ThbI 
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The  laft  of  the  iflands,  properly  called  Azores^  Is  FayaL 
and  the  moft  confiderable  of  the  whole,  next  to  tercera  and 
Saint  Michael  This  ifland  takes  its  name  from  the  great 
abundance  of  beech-trees  it  produceth  y  befides  which,  it 
hath  a  variety  of  other  wood  in  fucjti  plenty,  that  the  jBii^^ 
frequent  it  chiefly  on  that  account.  It  alfo  breeds  large  ^Ids 
of  catde,  flocks  of  birds,  and  fhoals  of  fiih,  with  which 
every  part  of  its  coaft  is  well-ftocked.  The  chief  port  is 
before  the  town  oiOrta^  defended  by  an  old  caftle,  fome 
pannon,  aad  ^  flight  P^rtugue/e  garifon.  Qrta  is  indeed  the 
paly  town  po  the  ifland,  and  but  a  place  of  little  confidera- 
tion.  As  for  the  other  names  \ye  meet  with  in  geographers, 
they  are  not  thofe  of  towns,  or  even  villages,  but  of  mean 
jiamlets,  >yhich  have  been  pafled  by  pompous  names  for  places 
pf  fome  confequence.  We  have  obfervpd,  that  this  iffandis 
peopled  by  Flyings,  who  imagining  the  Fortuguefe  garifon 
^o  be  a  kind  of  oppreffive  tax  upon  them, 'petitioned  his  ca- 
tholic majefty  for  leave  to  take  upon  themfelves  the  defence 
pf  the  ifland^  Their  requeft  ws^s  granted,  and  the  event 
almoft  fatal ;  for  the  Englijb^  at  different,  times,  ynder  the 
earls  of  Cumberland  ^nd  EJ/ex,  made  defcents  on  Fayai^  took 
it,  and  deftroyed  the  fortifications,  after  having  taken  and 
burnt  a  fqu^drpn  of  rich  homeward-bound  fliips  that  lay  in 
the  harbour.  This  induced  the  king  again  to  refume  the 
defence  of  the  ifland  ]|  fince  which  time  a  Portuguefe  garifon 
}aas  conftantly  been  maintained  here.  Fayal  is  the  moft 
-  Jiveftern  of  the  Azores, 

As  to  the  iflands  of  Flores  and  Corvoy  they  are  improperly 
included  under  that  name,  as  they  lie  feventy  leagues  weft 
pf  Tercera. 

The  firft  of  thefe,  or  the  Hha  des  Flores,  as  the  Portu-  Flores; 
guefe  call  it,  takes  its  name  from  the  great  variety  of  beau- 
tiful flowers  with  which  it  is  covered.  Its  dimenfions  are 
^bout  feven  leagues  in  compafs,  every  part  of  which  is 
cloathed  with  wood,  grain,  pafture,  or  fome  other  produc- 
tion ufeful  to  life.  It  is  populous,  and  the  inhabitants  live 
happily  upon  their  grain,  cattle,  and  fruits. 

About  a  league  tp  the  fouth  of  Flores  ftands  the  ifland  of  Corvo. 
CorvOf  (o  called  from  the  incredible  flights  of  crows  feen  in 
it  by  the  firft  difcoverers,  every  tree  or  rock  in  the  ifland  be- 
ing covere4  with  their  nefts.  It  abounds  in  much  the  fame 
produftipns  as  the  preceding  ifland  ;  but  neither  of  them 
are  confiderable  enough  to  merit  a  particular  account ;  and 
the  only  reafon  why  die  Portuguefe  keep  pofleffion  of  them, 
is  tcj  prevent  ptber  nations  from  eflablifliing  fuch  fettlements 

here. 
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here,  as,  by  thdr  contigoity,  might  endanger  the  fecurity  of 
the  Azores^  by  taking  every  favourable  occafion  that  might 
offer  for  feiziig  upoa  th«  Canariis,.  fo  importaat  to  their 
Brazil  commerce  K  ' 

*  Davity^   Sanut*   LmacHOT.  Dappu*  BAR.8OT9  Ca« 
PAMOftTOf  La  Choix,  cum  moltb  alUs,  in  loc.  citac. 


TJ^JSiVi?//*^ Fourteenth  Volvme. 
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